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AHHOTaAMSA

«...Bapyr ocnenurtenbHas MONHUSA 3aropejiach Haj 3eMJed U B
€e HEeBEPHOM, KPAacCHOBaTOM OCBEIEHWM Ha HECKOJBbKO MIHOBEHUH
03apWJIMCh CTENHbIE AAJH, TPU BBICOKHE CTapble COCHBI M XOJIM U
Ha xonMe JeBouka. C OeJbiM IIBETKOM B pYyKe, BBIIPSIMHUBIIUCH U
clierKa 3aKMHYB T'OJIOBY, CTOsIJIa OHA Ha BEPIIIMHE X0NIMa, 00paTHB CBOE
noOyeIHeBIIIee U0 K YePHBIM, TPO3HBIM TyYaM, TSKeJI0 HAaBUCIITMM
HaJ ee TonoBoi. [TOpHIBUCTHIA BeTep, Kak OelleHblid, pBajl U KPyTHII
Ha Heil 11aThe, pa3BeBall €€ YepHbIe BOJIOCHL. . .»
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IIaBea BaaaumupoBu4
3acoauMcKun
JIroTHK

I
Bcs kak Ha JaaoHHR

Ei1 men Tpunaauateiii rog. OHa Oblia CpeiHero pocTa, CTpoi-
Hasl; Ha IeKaX HEKHBIA PO3OBHIN PyMsIHEIl, IJla3a OOJbIINE, CH-
HHE, Kak BeuepHee JieTHee He0o. Ee rycTrie BOJIoChl, TOHKHE, Kak
1IEJIK, ¥ YEPHBIE, KAK BOPOHOBO KPBLIO, MEPEBA3AHHBIE ITyHIIO-
BOI0 OapXaTHOW JIGHTOYKOM, CITyCKAJIMCh €f Ha CIUHY, OeXain
no ieyam. OHa ObUIa OYEHb KpacuBa, HO YepHWIAMHU MHE He
Hanucarhb ee MopTpeT.

[Ipu kpemenun ee HazBaiv JIIOIMUIION, pOAHbIE 3BAIU €€
JIIoTMKOM.

Omna *kuja ¢ OTIIOM, — C MaTepbio B ycaabOe, B IepeBEHCKOM
necHoit rymu. C mepBoro JHs )KU3HU ee Bce OaloBaIn: y Hee He
ObLIO HU OpaTheB, HU CECTEP, M BCSI JIIOOOBb POAHBIX AOCTAIACH
et omHou. Kora oHa Oblia MaJieHbKOI0, ee BCe HOCHJIM Ha pyKax;
KOrJa ke Moapocya, BCE CTAIM CMOTPETh € B I1a3a, Kak CBOEN
NoBeJIUTENIbHULIE. Bee kenaHue 1 Karpu3bl €€ UCTIONHSIIUCh: [T



TOTO €l CTOMJIO TOJIBKO CKa3aTh CJIOBO. .. Bee Jlacku 1 Bee ycnyru
OHA IPUHMMAaJIa, KaK Jo/bKHOe. W 1eBouke Maio-romMaity crajio
Ka3aThCsl, YTO BECh MUP CO3/IaH JIJIs Hee. . .

CoJHile cBeTHIIO ¢ Hebec JIIsl TOro, YTOObI el ObUIO MPUST-
Hee TYJISATh; T0XKIb IIeJ JJ1s1 TOTO, YTOOBI TOJIMBATh €e JIIOUMbIe
I[BETHI; Oypsi C TPOMOM M MOJIHUEH MPOHOCHIIACh, KOHEUHO, 3a-
TeM, uTOOBI JIIOTHK ITOCJIE Hee MOIJIA MO/ABIIIATH CBEKUM, OJ1aro-
PACTBOPEHHBIM BO3/IyXOM; 0 HOYaM MeCSI] ¥ 3Be3/Ibl TOpeiv B
HeOe Tak:Ke JIJIS1 €€ YIOBOJIbCTBUS, U BCE JIIOAM BOKPYT Hee KIUJIH,
pazymeertcsl, IIsl ee Tob3bl ¥ 3a0aBbl. .. Ei, 3HaUuT, HE 3a 4TO
Y HEKOro ObLJI0 O1arofapurh.

W, neficTBUTENILHO, AEBOYKA OTHOCHIACH K JIIOAAM XOJIOIHO U
6e3ydactHo. Ecim oHa yieioanace, To ¢ TAKUM BUIOM — Kak Oy/I-
TO OKa3bIBaJIA BEJIUKYI0 MUJIOCTh. He JapoM ke HSIHbKY U MAMKU
HATPYOWJIU e¥l B YIIIU, UTO «KaK B3IJISTHET OHA BECeJIO, TaK, CJIOB-
HO, pyOsiem niofaput». M JIIOTUK MHOT/a MO/ BeCeJIbIi Yac OUeHb
OXOTHO JJApWJIa OKPYXKAIOIIMM 3TH JIeTIeBbIe «pyOsn», HUIYEro en
He cromBinue. Jlaxke Marh 1 OTIIA TIeJI0BaJIa OHA HE TIOTOMY, YTO
el XOTeJIOCh BBIPa3UTh UM CBOIO JIACKY U HEXKHOCTb, a IPOCTO TIO
NPUBBIYKE, U3 MPWINYKsI, PaJi pa3 HaBCErIa YyCTaHOBUBILIETOCS
oObIyasi. B oTBeT Ha IITyTKKM OHA OXOTHO U BECEJIO CMESIach, XOTsI
OBl 1 HE YyBCTBOBaJIa OCOOSHHOM BECEJIOCTH: Y Hee ObUTH Oelbie,
POBHBIE 3yObl, U CMeX OYEHb IIIeJT K €€ XOPOIIEeHbKOMY JINYHKY
OHa Y JIaBHO y3HaJla 9T0, CMOTPSCh B 3epKasio. Hesb3s cka3arh,
yTOOBI OHA OBLIIA 3714, HO He ObLJIO B HEW M 100pa: JTIOOBH He ObI-
70 B ee ceparle. JIIOTUK MHOTO aymaia o cede U O4eHb MaJio O



APYTuX.
Oma xuiia B X0Jie, Ha IPUBOJIbE, KAK PACTEHHE, KaK KPacUBBII

I[BETOK, U ecii Obl OHA ObLIa JISHCTBUTEILHO IIBETKOM, TO, KO-
HEYHO, YyBCTBOBaJIa Obl ce0s COBEPIIIEHHO CYACTIMBOIO; HO OHA
He ObUla IIBETKOM U TI09TOMY HE MOIJIa ObITh CYACT/IMBA U JIO-
BOJIBHA CBOCIO0 «PACTUTENIbHOW» Aose. JIIoTUK 4yBCTBOBasA ce-
Os1 OIMHOKOIO: JIOIY KWJIM caMu To cede, oHa — cama 1o ceoe.
WHorga oHa cTpalliHo CKydasa — He 3HaJjla: Ky/ia 1IeBaTb BpeMs U
KyJa JIeBaThCsl el caMoil. BceBO3MOXHbBIE IETCKUE KHUTH, BCe-
BO3MOXHBIE KYKJIbI Ml UTPYIITKY ObUTH Y Hee W BCEe OHU YKe JIaBHO
€l HaJl0€e!.

— MHe 4TO-TO CKy4HO, Mama! — ObIBaJIO, KanoBayiach JIIOTHK.

— Otuero xe Tebe CKyYHO, MUAJIOUKa? — CrpaiivBaja ee MaThb.

— Jla TaKk... s He 3HAW... CKYYHO! — Ha/IyB TYOKH, Ie4aIbHO
orBevana JIIoTukK.

— Hy, 3aiimuch yeM-HUOYIb WJTM TIOUTpaii!

«[Tourpaii! 3aiimuce!» — j1erko ckazarsb... CTapble UTpbl — BCe
OJIHU U T€ K€, — ONPOTUBEJIM, & HOBBIX HET. 3aHATHCS .. HO UeM
xke? Pabotarth el He 11 KOTo U He ISl Yero... A padoTarb 4to
HM 1ona’so, 0e3 TOJNKy, 0e3 LeJIu — Tak ke CKY4YHO, KaK 4epraThb
BOJly PELLETOM.

JleBouka Oblja JIEHMBA, yUMJIACh TUIOXO, Ja €€ OCOOCHHO U He
MpUHYkK a1, HAHIOMIKY 1 MaMyIIIK¥ TOBOPHIIU, UTO «OaphIIIIHE
He Bor BecTb uTO M Ha/10», UTO «eil Bellb, cllaBa bory, He Ha ciryx-
Oy uaru!» Ila u Math Takxke aymana, uto «JIoTuk ere ycrieer
BBIYUUTBCS». ..



Ona Hu 0 YeM He 3a00THIIaCh, HU HAJl YeM He 33 JyMbIBAJIACh, U
BCE BIIeYaT/IeHUE CKOJIb3UJIM TI0 Held MUMOJIETHO M OECCIIeTHO. . .
OpHasxapl, HapUMep, OHA YCJIbIXala Ha IBOPE IITyM U, BBICYHYB-
IIMCh U3 OKHA, YBUJAJIA KAKyI0-TO MAJIEHbKYIO JEPEBEHCKYIO -
BOUKY, C IJIa4eM OeryIiyIo 1o JBopy.

— O yem oHa 1tavet? — cripocuia JIIOTHK.

— Ona 3abpasiach B caj sI0JI0KM BOPOBaTh. .. A ee TaM yBHIa-
JIM, OTTACKaJIM 3a BOJIOCHI U BBITOJIKAIM BOH! — oTBeyan JItoTH-
Ky.

— A-a! — 6e3ydacTHO TIPOTsIHYJIA OHA M Yepe3 MUHYTY YKe 3a-
ObLIa ¥ TIPO JIEBOUKY, U MPO 3eJICHbIE, KUCIIbIE SIOIOKH, TaK JI0-
POro J10CTaBIIKECS €M. . .

Tonpko omuH oTel| 3aMedalt, 4yTo JIIOTHMK pacTeT KakKhuM-TO
0eCUyBCTBEHHBIM UCTYKAHOM.

— He 3Hato: yto BbIzieT U3 Haiero Jliotuka... bolock s 3a
Hee! — cKa3ajl OH OfiHaX /bl keHe. — OHa Kakas-To CTpaHHas. ..
Kakas-To yepcTBasi, xoyoaHasi! Hukoro oHa He npusiackaer, HU-
KOTO He ToXkaJieeT, BEUHO 3aHsATa cOOOW U COBCeM He oOparaer
BHUMaHUE Ha Apyrux. Thl 3aMeyaelilb: OHa HUKOMY HUYEro He
JapUT, OHA HUYEM HE TIOAIETIUTCHL. . .

— AX, TIOJIHO, MOM JIpyr! — Bo3paxasa emy xeHa. — Hero xe
ThI TpeOyerb OT pebeHka... Uto xe oHa emie noanmaet?’.. Bor,
TIOTO/IH, BHIPACTET. ..

Ore11, MOT4a, 33 JyMUYMBO KayaJjl FOJIOBOU.

HewsBecTHO; 4TO BHINLIO OBl U3 JII0THKA, ecii OBl He TIPUKITIO-
YIJIach C HeW OJJHA MHTEPECHAasI UCTOPUSL. ITa-TO UCTOPUS U OY-



ACT pacCKa3aHa 31€Ch. ..
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HsiHa oTKpbIBaeT TalHy

OpHaxIpl BEYEPOM HAHS pacckasbiBasa JIIOTHKY, 4TO OKOJIO
ux ycaapObl, B CyXOOOJILHOUM MYCTOIM, B CTapble TOIBI 3aphIT
pasz0oitHukamu kjaj. Hax kiiazoM HackiliaH BBICOKMIA Oyrop u
OH YK JIaBHO TPaBOW BECh 3apOC; y TIOOMIBBI Oyrpa TPU COCHBI
CTOAIT, KJ1aJ] CTOPOXKAT.

— Hener, cepeOpa, 1 3070Ta U KaMHEW CaMOIIBETHBIX TaM —
ThMa! — TOBOpWJIA HSHS.

— A Kak xe J0OBITh 3TOT Kiaja? — cnpocuia JIIoTHK, BHUMA-
TEJIbHO BBICITYIIIaB PACCKA3.

— TpynHo ero nocTarh, O4eHb TPYIHO... — KPSIXTS U MO3EBBI-
Basl, ToJIKOBaJla HsAHA. — Houblo HakaHyHe VIBaHOBa THS HA0 UJI-
TH TyJ]a OAHOMY, a KPECT HYKHO CHATH C ce0sl, OCTaBUTb JIOMA. . .
Hy BoT, Kak mpuzeis Tyaa, B camylo MOJHOYb, U HAaJO BCTAaTh
Ha Oyrop, TpH pa3a TOIHYTh HOTOW B 3eMJTI0 U MOJIBUTH: «Kiap,
KJIaJ, aficsi MHE!» A TYT YK TOJIBKO JIEPKUCK. .. 3aIIyMUT KPY-
roMm TeOsi, 3aTPEIIUT, 3aTPEMUT, BCSIKUE YKAChl TIOMHUMYTCSI. . .
Oo6opaunBatbest yx Henb3s! Ctoit ga noxupaics!.. He ucnyra-
eIIbCst — KJIaJl TBOM, a €XKeJM MOOEKUIIb — BCE MPOTIAJIET.

— 3HAUUT, HAHA, HY’KHO TPY pa3a TOMHYTbh HOTOM O 3eMJIIO. ..
TOJILKO M Bcero? — cripocuia JIIOTHK.

— Her, rony6ka! — mponomkana crapyxa. — HyxHo erre B3sTh ¢



cOOOM IBETOK MaropoTHUKA. OH IBETET TOJIBKO OJIMH pa3 B roj —
B MBaHOBY HOUb. .. Haio copBath ero Tak, YToObl HA OJIVH JIIO/I-
CKOM IJ1a3 HE BUIAJ TOTO, U HUKOMY HE MOKa3bIBaTh ITOT I[BETOK.
B Hem — Bcs cuna. bes Hero kjaj He ITOKaKeTCsl U BO BEKM BEKOB.

— Hausa! A MHOro Tam jieHer? — HEMHOTO NOrofs, 3ayMYrlBO
crpocuiia JIIoTuk.

— Crpacts! BuamMo-HEBUAMMO... MOPOCTO, KOHIA Kparo
HET... — OTBevasa HaHA. Tak crapele JII0y rOBOPAT. ..

— Ha 5t11 ieHbru g Mory Bee Kynurhb, Bee cuenarb? [a? — npu-
CTyIaja JeBOYKa.

— Bce, uro TBOeM aymieHbke yrogHo! Bee. ..

JleBouka 0OenMM pyKaMu OOJIOKOTHIIACh Ha CTOJ U 3aTyMYH-
BO CMOTpeJia B TEeMHBIN Yrojl. Tam eil 4y JuInuch 30J10ThIE TOPHI. . .
['ycTon pymsiHel 3ayMBa ee IeKH, IIa3Ku ropenu. .. «Bor roe
OHM, JIEHBIU-TO!» TyMaJIoCh €il. A OHa YK 3HaJIa CHITy, MOT'YyIIIe-
CTBO JieHer. Bce BOKpyr Hee roBOpUJIM O JIEHbI'aX, TOBOPUIIM O
TOM, 4TO C JIGHbraMM MOXHO BCE ClIeJIaTh. ..

C toro Beyepa MpoIIo0 MHOTO THEM U HOYEH, HO JIIOTHK Kper-
KO 3allOMHUJIa CKa3aHue O Kiajae. Kiaa He BhIXOOWI Y Hee U3
roJioBbl. JIeBOUKe 3aX0OTeNI0Ch IOCTATh €r0, U OHA HE Pa3 MPUHU-
MaJjiach paccripaimBarh HSHIO O TOM, I7ie HAXOAUTCS 3aBETHBIN
Oyrop, Kak mpoilTu K Hemy. JIIOTHUK ¢ HeTeprieHueM JI0KH/IAIaCh
«Houn Ha MIBana Kynany». ToJbKO OHO CMyIIAJIO €€: KaK HAUTH
LIBETOK MaropOTHUKA.

— I'ne oH pacrer? — cnpammsaia JIIOTHK.

— T'oBopsT, B 6osoTe. .. — OTBeUasia HIHS.



— KakoB ke ¢ Buay 3T0T LIBETOYEK ? — TonbIThIBaIach JIIOTHK.

— Cama-T10 4 He Bujaja ero... — NosCHsIa crapyxa. — A CKa-
3BIBAIOT, YTO TAKOH OEJICHbKUIA, 1a KPACUBBII, HA BHICOKOM CTe-
6enbke... VI BeCb-TO OH CBETUTCSI, KaK Kap TOPHT. ..

Hacrynuno, HakoHen, 23 UIOHA.

— Bor u 10 Arpagensl KynanbHunps! JOKWIN. .. — TOBOPUWJIA
HsAHA. — A 3aBTpa — VIBaHOB jeHb... a Tam — [letpa u IlaBna. ..
Oxo0-x0-x0! Kak Bpemeuko-To ueT, poBHO Boja JibeT. .. He yBu-
JIMM, KaK MPOMAET U JIETO KPacHOe. ..

JlioTHK mpomosyana, HU4ero He cKa3ajia HsIHe U BECh TOT IEHb
MpoBeJia B CTpalHou Tpepore. OHa He MOIJIa HU 32 4TO B3SThb-
cs1, HE MOTJIa MOCUJIETh CTIOKOMHO; TO el ObUIO AYIIHO, TO APOXKb
npoOupana ee OT HETepIieHbsI U B BUJIy OKHIAIOIINX €€ HOUHBIX
yKAacoB. ..

— Yto ¢ To60M, MuouKa? 300poBa M Th? — CIIpallvBaa ee
MaThb.

— Tak 4r0-TO TAXENO. .. — OTBETWIA JIIOTHK.

— Ja! CeronHsa IymHO B BO3yX€. .. — 3aMETHJIA MaTh.

— K Houn, BeposiTHO, cobepetcsi rpo3al — ckaszai oTell.

«Bor eme 6epal» — nogymana neBoyka.

Marp nocoseToBasia €l BIKynaTbcs. JIIOTUK romuia ¢ HHb-
KOM Ha PEKY M BBIKYIIAJIaCh, HO €1 JIer4e OT TOro He CTaJIO.

Henb 23 vioHs noka3zaics JIITUKY TOMUTENBHO-IOJTUM, MY-
YUTEJIbHBIM JHEM.
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Houyn nHakanyHe IBaHoBa J1HA

Hacrynaer Houb — TuXas, sicHas. ..

JIIOTUK JeXUT yXke B MOCTENIM C 3aKPHITHIMU IJIa3aMU, HO He
cnut. OHa 3aJI0)KWUJIa PyKH TIOJ TOJIOBY, U BOJIOCH €€ TEMHOIO,
T'YCTOIO BOJIHOM pacCHINajIMch MO TOAYyIIKe. A cepilie ee ObeT-
cs1, obercs. .. CTpalllHO UATH OJJHOU HOUBMO. .. Besib HyKHO Oyner
3alTH B JIEC, HAWTH IIBETOK MAlIOPOTHUKA, TIOTOM ITPOUTH IO CTe-
i, K Oyrpy... [Tonoxum, 1o eca Heaaeko, He 0ojee BEpCTHI. ..
A Bce-Taku XOpoIo ObLIO ObI B3SITh C 0000 HAHI... Jlal.. HO
HeT! Hy’KHO MJITH OJHOM, U OHA MOWAET OJHA, U AOCTAHeT KJiaJ
u Oyner Oorarasi, borarasi. . .

B packpbiToe OKHO JIbeTCSl M3 cajia apoMat LBETYIIUX JIHTI,
BUIHO TEMHO-CHHee He0O0, KaKasi-TO HOYHas IITUYKA IOET B KY-
CTax CUpEHH. ..

JIoTuK ceromgHsi, ceryac MoMaET 3a KJIaJOM M TOJBKO JKIET,
YTOOBI BCE TIOCKOPEE YIIETJINCh, YTOMOHUJIMChH, YTOOBI HE Mellla-
s eil. Hakonerl, B tome Bce 3aTuxJI0. .. CTapyuHHBIE JEIOBCKHE
Yachl, BUCEBIIIME HA CTEHE MPOTUB KPOBaTH, CKazain JIIOTHUKY:
«topa!» Crpenka ux npuommxkanach Kk XI, 1 HIHSA yXKe JTaBHO
Xparerna. . .

Yac Hacra. JIIOTUK THXO MOIHSIACh, CHslIa ¢ ceOst KpecT, IMo-
JIOXKUJIA €ro TOJ1 MOYIIKY, OfIeNach MOTUXOHBKY, OCTOPOXKHO CO-



ILJ1a C JIECTHUIIBI, TpoOpasIach 4yepe3 OKHO B call, U3 caja B IoJe.
Tam oHa cKOpO Harnaia Ha TPOMUHKY | MYCTHIIACh OETOM.

Korna oHa nonomna k siecy, ey crajio xyTko. Jlec crosn Tem-
HbII, 0E3MOJIBHBIN, BEJIMYABO MOTHUMAsI K HEOy CBOU PACKUIM-
CThIE, 3eJieHble BepIHbl. HOuHble TeHU Jiexanu B dalie Jieca,
Y TI0 JIECY PaCXOAWICH KAKOM-TO TAMHCTBEHHBIM IIOPOX... AX,
Jiotuk! He nontu mm sryuiie Hazan? CTpaniHo HOYBIO B JIECY. ..
Her! ona noiizer Bnepen: el HEOOXOAMMO HYKHO JOCTaTh IIBE-
TOK TMAroOpOTHUKA. A OH PACIBETAET TOIBKO OJUH pa3 B ToOfl, TO-
BOPHT HSHS, CErofiHsI HOUbIO. .. Ecm Ol KTO-HUOYIb yKa3as e
9TOT 11BETOK ! JIIOTMK He 3Hajla HUKAKHUX I[BETOB, KPOME TeX, UTO
PacTyT y HUX B cajy, 1a U K TEM OHa MaJio MPUCMATPUBAJIACh.

— Hsausa ropopuiia: Oeltblid, KpacuBbIid, HA BHICOKOM CTeOEIIb-
ke! Byny rszgers B 00a. .. — Bnonrosnoca mpodopmorana Jliotuk
Y, BOOPYKHUBIIICh BCEM CBOMM MYKECTBOM, CTaJla TPOAUPATHCS
CKBO3b JIECHYIO YallLy.

Kpanusa eii HOru Xriia, Bepec LEeTUIsIcs 3a TuiaTbe, Oepesbl
XJIECTAJIM €€ TI0 TUIeYaM CBOMMU TMOKMMHU BETBSIMU, €11 KOJIOJN
eil pyKH ¥ JIMIIO, COCHBI-BEIMKAHbI, THUJIbIE ITHU 1 KOJIO/IBI 3aro-
PaKMBAJIU IOPOTY, HECHOCHBIE KOMAphbl 1 MOIIIKH OOJIbHO Kycau
ee, cieniu e rmaza. A JIOTUK yIOpHO, TepIeIuBo Mpooupa-
Jach B caMylo IIyIb. .. MaTb ee, mpaBo, ynana Obl B 0OMOPOK,
a crapasi HsHbKa comuia Obl ¢ ymMa, ecii Obl Y3HAJIM OHH, YTO MX
HeHarIsI{Has IeBOYKa, BCs pacTep3aHHasi, B 0OOPBaHHOM ILjia-
Th€, C PacTperaHHBIMKM BOJIOCAMU, KaK Oe3yMHasi, OpOIMT OfIHA
10 JIECY B TaKyIO MO3IHION TIOPY. ..



OxkoJ10 mojyyaca Mpouuio B MOMCKAaxX; MOIXOISIIEro BETKA
He Haxoquiock. JIIOTUK yxe ycTasa, HO He XOTeJla OTCTYIaThCs
OT KJIaJa.

Brpyr neBouka 3ameTuiia, 4TO OHA CIycKaeTcs B OOJOTO. ..
Jlec cran penets, 3emiis clieNiaiach 3bI0KOI0, TIOILIN KOYKH.

BenecoBaras poca cTianach moHusy. . . JlioTnka o6maBasio chi-
POCTBIO, 2 HOTY BCE TITYyOXke U TITyOXKe YXOIUIU B MATKHUIM, KEJITO-
BaThll MOX. HakoHell, 3a njepeBbsiMu MoKa3anach BOja, a Cpeu
BOJIbl HA KOUKE pOcjia BbICOKAs1, TyCTasi TpPaBa U U3 HEE BUHEJICS
Oosbion Oenbiid 1BETOK. «BoT oH!» — ¢ BocToprom nomymasna
JIeBOYKa U TOIILIa 32 [IBETKOM B Bojly. OHa noJjHecsa K Hemy py-
Ky Y CUJIbHO B3[IpOrHyJa... VI3 TpaBbl MeJbKHYJIA €d cepasi ro-
JIOBA 3MeU. 3Mee 3alluIiesia U METHYJIACh B CTOPOHY ... Tyt Jlo-
TUK BCIIOMHMJIa O CKQ30YHbIX Yy/JIOBHIIAX, U €/ IOlyMaJloCh: HE
CTpaxkeM Jii ObLiTa TIPUCTaBJIeHa HEUYMCTOI0 CHJION K IIBETKY 3Ta
cepas 3mes? JIIOTUK B Ty %€ MUHYTY COpBaJia LIBETOK, 3aluxasa
€ro 3a ma3yxy 1 — HU JKMBa, HU MepTBa — Opocuiach Ha Oeper. ..

OHa nzetr. A KpyroMm Hee 3€JI€HOI0 CKaTepThi0 PACCTUIIAETCS
POBHasi, HEOIJIsIIHAS CTETb M HOUHOE Oe3MOJIBUE LIAPUT HaJl CTe-
nbi0. CHHEI0, MOTYIPO3PavyHOI0 TEHBIO MOJEPHYTA Jajb. .. BOoT n
BBICOKUI Oyrop, TOT Camblii, YTO OMUCHIBAIA HSAHSA. BOT U Tpu
cTapble, TOMY3aCOXIIKE COCHBI TEMHEIOT y TOOUIBH Oyrpa. ..
Bce Tak, Bce TOUb-B-TOUb, KAK TOBOPUJIA HSIHSI.

B To Bpems, kak JlioTuk nmoaxonuna kK Oyrpy, 4epHasi Tyda
OBICTPO 3aBOJIOKJIA HE0O, OTHOI0 MPAYHOIO TIEJIEHOIO 3aBECHB €T0
oT Kkpas J10 kpas1. Korna Jlotuk B36exana Ha Oyrop, Bcsi OKpecT-



HOCTb KPYTOM Hee yKe TOHYJIa B HelpoHuIlaeMom Mpake. Coou-
pamace Oyps... [logHsics BeTep, Cyxue JCTbsl HOCUIIUCH B BO3-
ayxe. JleBouka BbIHYy/Ia U3-3a Ma3yXW LIBETOK, TOIHYJIA HOTOU O
3eMJII0 ¥ BCKpUJaJia:

— Kian, xnan, navics mue!

A Betep Oy1eBast Bce mylnie U myine. MoiHus 3akuraia Hebo
¥ TPOM T'POXOTaJl, Kak Oy/TO, B CaMOM JieJie, KTO-HUOY/b B Ipe-
MSIIIEH KOJIECHUIIE KaTaJiCsl 10 TEMHbIM OOIaKam.

CocHbl y OIOIIBHI XOJIMA CKPUIIENN U TPEIAIK. .. JIIOTUK He
pobea; OHa B IPYrod W TPETH pa3 TOITHYJIA HOTOW O 3eMJTI0 U
I'POMKHM T'OJIOCOM IPOMU3HECTIA CBOE 3aKJIMHAHUE U KAAJA. ..

Bnpyr ocnenurenbHas MOJTHUSA 3aropesach Hajl 3eMJIeH U B ee
HEBEPHOM, KPAaCHOBATOM OCBEIIIEHUU Ha HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUI
03apUJIMCh CTETHBIE AU, TPUA BBICOKHME CTApble COCHBI U XOJIM 1
Ha XonMe JeBodka. C GesibiM IBETKOM B pyKe, BBITPSIMUBILIUCH U
CJIerka 3aKMHYB IOJIOBY, CTOs1JIa OHA HA BEPIIMHE X0JIMa, 00OpaTuB
CBOE MOOJIETHEBIIIEe JIUIO K YEPHBIM, TPO3HBIM Ty4aM, TSIKEO
HABUCIINM Hajl ee rojoBoi. [IopbIBUCTHIN BeTep, Kak OeIeHbI,
PBaJI M KPYTWJI HA HEW IUIaThe, pa3BEBAJl €€ YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI. . .

MornHus noracia, rpoM € TAKMM CTPALIHBIM TPECKOM IpPOKa-
THJICS HAJT CTETIBIO, KaK OYITO B TY MUHYTY 3€MJIsl U HEOO TOTOBBI
ObUH pacnacthesi. CUITBHBINA MOPHIB BeTpa 4yTh He coun JlioTu-
Ka C HOT, — OHA MOKAa4YHYJIach U B TO K€ MTHOBEHbE IPU 3apeEBE
BCIBIXHYBIIIEH MOJTHUU YBUAJIA, KaK ONMKHSISI K HEW COCHa T10-
BaJIMJIaCh Ha3eMb, BbIpBaHHasl ¢ KOpHEM. COCHA TSKEJIO PyXHY-
na... JIeBouky oOChIIaso 3emield 1 MeTKUM KaMEHbEM.



JlioTvk 3agpokana v c1ad0 BCKPUKHY/A, HO CKOPO OIISITh
OIpaBWJIach M cTaja rmpsimo. Eif ObU10 XKyTKO, HO OHa BCe-TaKU He
xotena Oexarp. OHa MOMHMJIA: 3aUeM OHa MPHIIUIA CIoJa, TOM-
HUJIA CJIOBA CTAPYLIKU-HSIHU, YTO «O4€Hb TPYHO JOCTATh KJIa1»,
UTO «3aIIyMUT KPYroM Tedsl, 3aTPEInT, 3arPEMUT, BCSIKUE YKa-
Chl IOMHAMYTCSI», UTO «€XKeJIM OOeKHIIb — BCE TPOMAJIET, a He
UCITyTaelbesl — KJa TBOU !». ..

CKOJNbKO COKPOBHII], CKOJIBKO JIEHET JIEKUT BOT TYT B 3eMJIE,
nioz1 ee Horamu! Kax sxe mocre storo yoexars!.. A crpamso! VX,
KaK CTPAIIHO. .. KOJICH! JIPOXAaT, HOTM CaMU COOOM MoArndaoT-
csl, a CepAale... cepre Tak KOJOTUTCS B TPYyIH, Kak OyATo Xo-
YeT BBICKOUUTD OTTY/A. .. [lepBast MojoBMHA HAHUHBIX MTPeCcKa-
3aHUI UCTIOJTHUJIACh B TOUHOCTHU: BOKPYT JII0THKA, eHCTBUTEb-
HO, «TPEIao U TPEMEJIO» U TBOPUJIUCH BCSIKUE YKachl. Ternepb,
3HAYMUT, MO’KHO OKMJATh, UTO U BTOPAsi MOJIOBMHA MpeICKa3aHui
UCTIOJTHUTCS — KJIaJ] JACTCSI B PYKH CMEJION JIEBOYKE. . .

JiloTvK TO MOTMsAABIBAJIA HA3EMb: HE TOKA3bIBAETCS JIU KJIAJl
u3-1iox1 Oyrpa, To MocMaTpuBasia Ha HeOO U B TEMHYIO J1ajib. By-
psi cBUperena Bee MyIle U MyIle, a KJaj, pa3yMeercsi, He MoKa-
3piBasicst. CTas ObLIO HaKparblBaTh KPYIHbBIA JA0XK/Ab, HO CKOPO
MIPEeKpaTUICS.

[Mpomwno eme ¢ momvaca. 3adpe3kwmn paccBer. Tyun ymua-
ymch ¥ BeTep cTux. OOPBIBKYU CEPhIX 0OIAKOB MEIJICHHO MOJ3IIN
1o HeOy ¥ M3-3a HUX KOe-TJie MPOCBeunBaa Jazypb. PymsHiiem
3apjesach BOCTOUHAsI OKparHa Heoa. . .

Bcs muHyBILIast HOUb, IPOBEIEHHAS B JIECY B IOMCKAX 3a IBET-



KOM MaropOTHUKA, BCTpeYa C 3Meel, HaKOHEll, yKachl HOUHOM
rpo3bl, C €€ OITYIIUTEIbHBIM I'POMOM U OCJIEMUTEIbHONW MOJ-
HUel, Bce 3To Terepb JIIOTUKY Ka3aa0ch KAKUM-TO TUKUM CHOM.
Ei1 ka3aock, 4To He OHa, a Kak OyATO KTO-TO JIPYroi 3a Hee 1e-
pekuBa Bce cTpaxu nocieaner Houn. Ho, HeT! To ObLT HE COH. ..
Tpyn cOCHBI C BHIBOPOUEHHBIMU BBEPX KOPHSIMH TEMHOU, 6e3-
0o0pa3HOM Maccoil Jiexall y MOJOIIBbI X0Ma. .. JleBouke oueHb
CTpaHHO OBbLIO B TAKOW PaHHUI MPedyTPEeHHUN Yac BUAETh ceOs
HE B MOCTEJIM, HE B CBOEH CMaJIbHE, a B KAKOU-TO JUKOU, TITyXO1
MECTHOCTH, B cTenu. JIIOTUK B3I0XHYJA U, HE JOXKIABIINUCH KJa-
J1a, TPYCTHO MOHYPUBIIIKCH, OTIIPABUIIACH JOMO.

Ei1 TONBbKO HYKHO OBLJIO IPOWTH Yepe3 KYCThI, IPUMBIKABIIINE
K Jiecy. 3a Kyctamu Ij1a Jopora B ycaapOy... UYepe3 momvaca
oHa Oyner nmoma. C KakuM HaclakIeHUEM JISDKET OHA Ha CBOIO
MOCTeIb ¥ OTJOXHET OT BCEX TPEBOJHEHWU MHUHYBIIEH HOUM!..
WM eii KUBO MpPEACTaBWIOCH: KaK CIIAJAKO Terepb CIUT ee HSHS
Y KaK BCTPEBOXKUTCS, €CJIU, MPOCHYBILUCH, HE HA/IET Ha TIOCTe-
JIV CBOIO MAJIEHBKYIO OApHIITHIO. .. 3aBTpa JIIOTUK paccKaxer e
PO CBOM HOYHbIE CKUTAJIbYECTBA, — BOT-TO CTapyxa 3aaxaer u
3aKPECTUTCH. . .

[To paccestHHOCTH JIeBOUKA KaK-TO COMJIACh C ITyTH M ITOMajia
B JieC. 3aMeTUB CBOIO OIIMOKY, OHA TOTYAC ke CHOXBaTHIACh U
CTaJla UCKaTh BbIXOJa U3 Jieca. OHa MOBOpauMBajia TO HAIpPaBo,
TO HAJIEBO, TO BO3BpAIAJIaCh Ha3a/l, TO I1LJIa BIIEPEl, U C KakKAbIM
IIaroM yriyossijiach Bce JaJibllie W Jasibine B Janty. Jlec craHo-
BUJICSI BCE TEMHEE, BCe pemyuee... HecMoTps Ha ycTanocTs u



BOJTHEHUE, JIEBOYKA C M3YMJIEHHEM U JTIOOOTBITCTBOM OTJISIAbIBA-
JIack 10 cTopoHaM. Jlec BriepBble OTKPBIBAJI IIEPE]] HEIO CBOY Tal-
Hbl... Jlec — He To, 4TO caj, coBceM He To. B cBoem cany Jlo-
THK 3HaJIa KaX/blid KyCT, KaX/bli YTOIOK. A 3[I€Ch, B JIECY, OHA
— KaK B HEBEJIOMOM 11apCTBE, I/I€ Ha KaKAOM IlIary OHa OXKHJIaeT
BCTPETHUTH Kakoe-HUuOyab AuBO. Eif KyTKO M MPUATHO. ..

B niecy — 3es1eHbIN TOTYCBET; TUXUM CKPAIbIBAIOIIMIICS IIIOPOX
PaCXOAUTCSI KPYroM, Kak OyJTO KTO-TO HEBUAUMBIN, KPadydHUCh,
poOupaeTcst JIETKOI0 CTOION MO BEPIIMHAM JiepeBbeB. JII0THK
BUIMT, KaK HU3KO HaJ I'OJIOBOM €€ MOPXAIOT U YNPUKAIOT JIECHBIE
nTulibl. BoH pbikas Oenka, IPUKPBIBIIKMCH MYHIUCTHIM XBOCTOM,
CMOTPHT Ha Hee C JiepeBa CBOMMM OOMKMMU TEMHBIMU TJ1a3Ka-
MHU. .. Tam 3as11], HACTOPOXKUB YIIU, CUAUT 32 KYCTOM U, MOUYSIB
NpuOIMKeHUE YeNTOBEKa, CKPBIBAETCA B valie... A TyT €X Ipo-
OupaeTcst MeK1y KOYKaMHU, MOKa3bIBasi U3 TPABbl CBOIO UIJIMCTYIO
CIMHY...

Cpry, 3a0paBIIMIACS B TEMHYIO Yallly, TapaliuT BO BCE CTO-
POHBI CBOM OOJIbIIIME, KPYIJIble T1a3a. .. CTapblii YepHBII BOPOH
TSKENO XJIONAeT KPbUIbSIMM, NEpesieTas ¢ AepeBa Ha JEepeBo. ..
CnomanHas Oypei, OesocTBonast 6epe3a MEpeluuTcsl U3 yalliy,
Kak OjeqHOe npuBHIcHKE. YepHbIi 0Oropeliblii IeHb Pe3KO BhI-
JeJIAETCA Cpeay HEeKHOU 3esieHH. [1ydku 1BETOB MeJbKaloT TaM
U caM... I'poMajiHble KOpHU, BHIBOPOUEHHBIE U3 3€MJIM BMECTE
C JIGPHOM, Tapaniarcsi, Kak Kakoe-HUOY/Ib CKa304HOE CTPAIINIIH-
uie. ..

Ha xaxom mary JIIOTUKY MOXET BCTPETUTHCSA BOJIK WA ME[-



Beab. Ox, crpamHo, crpamHo! Kyna ona 3anuia? Yro cranercs
c "eit?.. Hacrymaer yrpo. B 6apckom noMe CKOpO yke BCTaHyT,
Mama ¢ Mamnoy CsAyT 3a 4Yaid, a oHa... HecuactHas! OHa Oyger
OnmykJaTh MO Jiecy, MOXKeT ObITh, 0 TEX TMOp, MOKa He TMOonaaeT
Ha 3yObl MEJJBE/TIO WU BOJIKY. . .

Jliotuk crpaiiHo yerana, uamydmniack. OHa yk ejie Talusach,
C TPYZIOM TepeOupasich yepe3 KOUKHU, KOO/ U TTHU, 3aIMHASICh
0 BaJISXHUK W TIOMUHYTHO 3a/ieBasi 3a Cyubs eneli u 6epe3. Ho-
TU ee OTsDKeJesIM U BCs OHAa YyBCTBOBaJIa cedsi pa3OMTOI0, TOU-
HO MaJIKaMU OTKOJIOTHJIM €€ TI0 CITMHE U 110 HoraM. «Ecim s cBa-
JIIOCh, MHE YK€ He BCTaTh, — lyMajia OHa Ipo ceOs1. — UyBCTBYyIo,
YTO HE BCTaTh...» Ee HauMHaIa My4MTb 5Kax/1ia, BO PTy EPecox-
JI0, B BUCKax cTyyvaio. .. [lepBblil pa3 B :xu3HU JIIOTUK MPOBOAU-
JIa TAKyI0 Y)KaCHYIO HOYb. ..

— T'ociomu! Yro s Hanenana! Yro co MHO# Oyaer! — mpocto-
Hasa oHa. — [Iponaay s B 9TOM TEMHOM JieCy. ..

U oHa ¢ y’kacoM cMOTpeia Ha 0OCTYTaBIIIME €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH
Moryuue JiepeBbs. [lepeBbsi Kak OyATO MPOTATUBAIN K HEH CBOU
ruOKue, JTMHHbIE BETBU, LETUISUIMCH 3a Hee, TAHYIUCh K Hell cO
BCEX CTOPOH, CJIOBHO XOTEJIM OCTAaHOBUTD U yJEpXkaTh €€ HaBce-
raa B cBoel Aukou jiecHou riymu. Ho Her! JlioTuk He mponania
B TEMHOM JIECY... HAIIPOTHB: OHA U3 MPAKa BHIIILIA K CBETY...



IV
Kaang

JlioTHK yx)e coOrpasach 3ariakarh, XoTeja KpuJyarh, 3BaTh Ha
romolis. .. Koro xoresna oHa 3BaTh Ha IOMOIIb — HEU3BECTHO,
Jla ¥ caMa OHa TOro He 3Haja... He morna ke oHa gymarb, 4To
HsIHbKA YCTIBIIIIUT €€ U MPUOEKUT 3a Helo clofa, B Jiec! OHa HU-
Yero He Jlymasia: OHa MPOCTO OAypesia C OTYasSHUS. ..

Brpyr ona BbIIIIa Ha Kakyo-To qopory. Jlopora Obuia He -
poKas, HO, TIO-BUAMMOMY, TIpoe3Kasi, XOTsI M He TOPYAIH BAOJb
Hee MoJiocaThie BepCcToBbie CTONObI. Ha Hell Obli 3aMETHHI Cle-
JIbI KOJIEC U JIOMIAIMHBIX TOIKOB. Jlopora cepoid, MbUTbHOM JieH-
TOM BWJIACh TIO JIECY; BHICOKHUE JICPEBbSI U TYCTOM KYCTApHHK 3€-
JICHOI0 CTEHOM OOCTymaju ee ¢ 00enx cTopoH. TOJNbKO BBEpXY,
HaJl TOJIOBOM, BUIHA ObLIa y3Kasl MOJI0Ca CHHEIOIIETO ToTyooro
HeOa. CoJHIle yXke B30ILIO, — er0 KpacHOBaThie JIy4d Impodera-
JIM TIO 3€JICHBIM BEpIIMHAM COCEH, eJiell M KyIpsiBbiX Oepe3. B
BO3/IyX€, TI0C/Ie HOYHOM IPO3bl, CUJIbHEE MaxJIo [IBETaMU; ITUYbE
TICHKe, TOMOH, IieOeTaHbe HeCIMCh OTOBCIONY. .. JIIOTHK qymMara:
«Ta jopora cnacer MeHs, JI0JIro Jid, KOPOTKO JIM BHIBEIET W3
Jleca, PUBEIET MEHS K JIEpEeBHE WM XOTh K KaKOW-HUOY/Ib KU-
Jor u30ymike... HakoHer, 31ech — He TO, YTO B JIECY — MOTYT
BCTPETUTHCS MPOEIKUE WM TIPOXOXKHE. . .»

JIIOTHK OCTaHOBWJIACh, KAK BKOIAHHAS. . .



B Tpex marax ot Hee, 0113 JOPOTH, MO TUIAKYYel UBOU CHJIEN
KaKOW-TO CTapWK C JUIMHHOW cenoit boponoit. Ero Gemas, xon-
moBas pydaxa, BCS B JpIpax U 3ariatax, Oblia MoArnosicaHa 00-
PBIBKOM BEPEBKH; XOJIIIOBBIE INITAHBI €0 AAJeKO He JOXOAWIU
10 TISIT; HOTH OOChl, B mbUTH. Ha KoJeHsx ero jexana mMexoBas
IIarka — BOBCE He M0 JieTHeMy BpeMeHu. Ero xynomiasoe, 3aro-
peJioe JIUIIO, CJIOBHO BBUIUTOE U3 TEMHOM OPOH3bI, BCE OBLIO M3-
pe3aHo NIyOOKMMHU MOPIIMHAMM. PsiioM ¢ HUM, Ha TpaBe, Jiexa
KOIIIEJTb, CTOSLIIA ABIPSIBAs KOP3UHKA, IPUKPBITAS TPSIZHOIO TPSI-
NUIIEH, U BAISJICS CTPAaHHUYECKUI TIOCOX, TIAJIKMIA U OJieCcTeB-
WA OT JJOJITOTO YHOTPeOIeH s, CIOBHO MOKPBITHII JIAKOM.

B 1o Bpems, kak JlIoTHK yBUAAIa cTapyKa, TOT 3aHUMAJICS ce-
PbE3HBIM JIEJIOM: OH JOCTABAJI U3 KOP3UHBI KYCOK YEPHOTO piKa-
HOro xjieba M CTapartesibHO MOCHIa ero conblo. [TocMoTpeB B
Ty CTOPOHY, TJie ObUT BOCTOK, CTAPUK HA0O0XKHO NIEPEKPECTHIIC U
coOpaicst ecTh. .. OH He 3aMeyar MaJIeHbKOUN CTPAaHHUIIBI U BECh
ObL1 yroyOnieH B cBoe 3aHsTe. Ctapuk mokazancs JIIOTHKyY co-
BCEM He CTpallleH, U OHa PelIniach MOJAONTU K HEMY.

— 3apaBctByil, aenymika! — ckazana JIoTuk, caenaB mar K
HEeMy.

Crapuk MOIHSJI FOJIOBY U ¢ U3YMJIEHMEM MOCMOTpEIN Ha Jie-
BOUYKY CBOMMHU CEPBIMH, TYCKJIBIMU TJ1a3aMH.

— 310poBO! — MTPOMOJIBIII OH, ITAMKast 0e33yOBIMH YeITIOCTSI-
mu. — Jla Tl Kak nonasna-to ciopa?.. Tel Beab, Kaxuch, Oapckoe
ouTg?

— Ha! A u3 ycanpObl. .. s 3a0mynuiack B Jiecy... W TaK ycTa-



Ja... — ropopuia JIIOTHK.

— Ycrana — Tak caguch, OTIOXHH! — MPEAIOKUI CTAPUK, YKa-
3bIBasl € MECTO OKOJIO ceOsl.

JioTuk omycTuiaack Ha TPaBy W B3IOXHY/A C OOJIErYeHUEM.
[epBhiii pa3 B )KM3HM OHA ObLIA TaK pajia BCTpeue ¢ YeIoBeve-
CKMM cymecTBoM. Eciu Obl He ObIIO HEJIOBKO, OHA, MPaBo, 00-
Hsi1a OBl 9TOTO XKAJKOTO CTapvKa B JIOXMOThsIX. [lepBbIii pa3 B
KU3HU B €€ XOPOIIIEHbKOW FOJIOBKE METbKHYJIA MBICIIb O TOM, YTO
BC€ JIIOIU — JII0AH, B KAKOK ObI OfIEK/Ie HU XOIWIA OHU — B IIIEJI-
KOBOM WJIU B XOJIIIOBOU. .. OHa y’k€ HETaBHO MCIBITANIA TSIKEIOE
YYBCTBO OJJMHOYECTBA M OECIIOMOIIIHOCTH U TETIEPh C JKUBEHIIIeH
OTpaJIoON CMOTpeJia Ha CTapyKa. 3ailibl U OCJIKM B Jiecy Oexain
OT Hee, Kak OT HeJIpyra, a caMa OHa CTpaIHo 0osIach MeaBeIei
1 BOJIKOB. CTapuK ke He OeXHT OT Hee U B TO JKe BpeMsl OHa He
OouTCs ero, MOTOMY UYTO OH — YeJIOBeK.

«OH, Kaxercs, JOOpBIA, 1apoM UTO Y HErO TaKUe TyCThie, ce-
Iple OpOBH...» — paccykaana JIIOTHK, CMOTps, KaKk CTapuK el
CBOH 4YepCTBBII KyCOK XJieOa, 3a0eneHHbIN combio. Tenepb oHa
HAXOIWJIaCh B OE30MACHOCTH ¥ ObLJIa COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOoHa. Ye-
ro x e 6osAThcsa! OHa Tenieph — He onHa. OHa He AyMajia O TOM,
YTO XUJIBIM CTApUK HEe MOT OBl OKa3aTh il OOJIBIIION 3aIUThI XOTh,
HarpuMep, OT TeX ke MeJIBeiel U BOJIKOB, KOTOPbIX OHA CTPAIlIU-
JIaCh HECKOJIbKO MUHYT TOMY Hazaj. [Jist Hee JOCTaTOuHO ObLIO
YYBCTBOBATh, YTO TEMePh PAJOM C HEIO CUIUT YEJIOBEK.

Ilo cero BpeMeHHM OaphIIIIHS HUKOI/IA ellle He pa3roBapuBajia
C MMepBbIM BCTpeuHbIM. Ternephb nepBblil pa3 B KU3HU OHA TIOYYB-



CTBOBAJIA CWJIbHEHIIIEE XeJlaHue, MOYyBCTBOBaIa MOTPEOHOCTD
nob6ece0BaTh 0 YeM Obl TO HU OBUIO C STUM HE3HAKOMBIM YeJIo-
BEKOM.

— Kyna, nepyuika, ngems? — cnpocuia JIIoTuk.

— 41, ronyOKa, Bce JIETO XOXY M3 JIEPEBHH B JIepEBHIO! — OT-
BETWJI CTAPHK, Ky CYXYIO KOPKY. — X0XKY, Ja MUJOCTHIHIO X PU-
CTOBBIM MMEHEM COOMpalo, 3amacaio xjieOyIika Ha 3UMy. ..

— Tak TbI, 3HaUUT, HUIMIA? — iepeduia ero JIIOTUK, BCIIOM-
HUB, KaK [P HeW MHOT/IA ¢ OPe3rJIMBOCTHIO TOBOPUJIN O HUIIIUX.

— Hummid! — oto3Bascs crapuk. — Urto Oynenis nenats! Pado-
Tath He Mory, cui HeT... Ctap, 3axuicsa Ha OeJloM CBeTe, Tak
3QKWIICA, YTO U MOTUJIA-TO HE MPUHUMAET... A €CTb-TO BCe-Ta-
KM OXOTa. .. BoT 1 6poautib nero-To kpacuoe! Criacr6o 1o0psiM
JoAsAM, 1ai bor UM JOKHUTH 1O XOpOILIEro... ¥ UHOro — U 'y ca-
MOTO-TO MaJio, a BCe K€ XOTh Kpoxou noaenutcs. Hapoa-to yx
0O0JILHO OOEIHET. ..

— A pasBe nierer y te0s1 HeT? — cripocuiia JIIOTHK.

— Ou, nurarko! Kakue y Hac JeHBrU... — Ka4HYB TOJIOBOM,
MIPOMOJIBIJT CTapuK. — Tak MHOM pa3 rpoIluK Mepenajer, BOT U
BCe Haiu AeHbru... M 6e3 nener xuBem. be3 1oOpoTHI Henb3s
KWUTh HA CBeTe, a 6e3 IeHer — MOXKHO. ..

— W ponnbix y Te0st HeT? — pomnparmBana JIioTuk.

— bpar ectb. ¥V Hero 3umy-To 1 KUBY, Ha IIEYKE JIEKY, A KOE-
KOT/Ia JIATITY KOBBIPSIO. .. — PACCKa3bIBaJI CTapuK. — Jla OparaH-To
OefieH, caMOMY C JKeHOW TIPOKOPMUTHCS BIIOPY. . .

— A ecimi mano HacOupaenis? Ecim He xBatut xJieba 1a Bec-



Hbl?.. TyT 4yTO? — 3aMeTHIa JEBOYKA.

— Hy, HEeMHOXKO ¥ TOTIOCTHIIILCS, TIOTOJIOZIALIIh — He Oejia. . .
Yro *k Aenatb! — co B3I0XOM MTPOroBOPUI OeTHSIK.

— Benp eI, Aeaynika, s 1ymaro, ycraellb XOOUTb-TO! — 3ame-
tiia JIoTuk.

— Hy, 4ro %! ycranems u otnoxHem... Cnasa bory, xotp
HOTHU-TO TIOKa eI11e€ HOCHT. . .

— IIpuxonutcs Tede u Mo AokAeM ObIBaTh, MO TPO30H?

— Jla BeJb Kak ke — BCero ciayvaercs. .. JJoxxIMKOM BBIMOYMT,
COJIHBIILIKOM BBICYIIWT, HUYETO! — CIIOKOMHO IPOTOBOPHJI CTa-
PUK.

— Moxet ObITh, HOUb UHOT/IA 3acTaeT TeOs rae-Huoy/b B MoJe,
B Jiecy? — C y4acTueM paccripammbaia JIloTuk.

— W a10 ObiBaer... Cinyvaercs HOueBaTh M 1Mof OEpPe3KoH, 1
OJ] COCEHKOM | — TeM e CLIOKOMHBIM MTOKOPHBIM TOHOM OTBEYAJT
Hummii. — [la nerom-To, romyOka, Besae xopomo!.. Kak xyebda
Kpau, Tak 1 MOj eJibio pail. BOH XOTb Tenepb CKakeM: TEeIUIbIHb,
Omaronarts. .. B necy-To erie nyuine, yem B u36e. Bo3ayx — Bojib-
HBII, IIPOCTOP, HU Thl HUKOMY HE Mellaelllb, HU TeOs HUKTO He
3aJ€BaeT... A BOKPYI-TO, [JIsIHb-KA: IIBETHI LIBETYT, SAATOJbI Kpac-
HEIOT... A NTULI-TO, ITULI-TO! ¥ TIECEH HE MEPECITYIIAEIb. . .

N xuBo mpencraBwiioch JIIOTMKY, Kak 3TOT XWIbIA CTApUK,
TIOJTIOSICAHHBIA BEPEBKOM, OOCOM, OMMUpasich HA MOCOX, OPOIUT
BCE JIETO IO MOJISIM U JIECaM, T10 MyCTHIHHBIM JI0pOram M, nepe-
XO[s1 U3 JIEPEBHU B JAEPEBHIO, MPOCUT Xjieda Xpucra paau. Co-
BEPIIEHHO HOBOE YyBCTBO, €IIIE HU pa3y He UchblTaHHOE JIIoTh-



KOM, OOJIbHO 3armemMuIo e cepaiie. Eii crano xamb crapuka. ..
[MepBbiil pa3 B )KU3HU OHA TIOKajena He ceOs1, a JPYroro, CBOETo
OJMKHETO.

Crapuk, MexIy TeM, KOHYMJ CBOW KycOK xJeba, coOpan
KPOIIIKH, YIaBIIIe eMy Ha KOJIEHH, B35UT UX Ha JIAJOHb U BBICHI-
naJt B pot. JIIOTHK elrle HUKOT/Ia He BU/Iajia, YTOObl TaK OepexHO
00pAaIIaJIKCh C «ITPOCTBIM, YePHBIM XJIeOOM». OHa MHOT/IA I1eJTbie
KOPKHM BbIOpachIBaia 3a OKHO. .. Bripoyem, Ternepb oHa yx MOHU-
MaeT, YTo Oe/THSK JIOJDKEH JIOPOKUTh KaKI0M KPOIIKOM Xjieda —
IUTS TOrO, 9YTOOBI KUTh.

— A TbI, IUTATKO, HE XOUEIllb JIX XJieO1a? — CIIPOCHJI CTapuK,
3aMETUB, YTO JEBOYKA MPUCTAJIBHO IJISIIUT HA HETO.

— Ioxainyii, s1 chena Obl Kycouek! — cKazasia ImporoyoaBIia-
sicst OApBIIIIHS.

— Hy, uro x! Emib Ha 310poBbe. .. Y MeHs xJeb ecTb! — mpo-
MOJIBUJI CTApUK, JOCTaBasi U3 KOP3UHBI COJIb, 3aBEPHYTYIO B TPsI-
MOYKY, M KycOK xJieOa u nogasas ux Jliotuky. — Ha, romxyOka!
IToews. ..

— Cniacu60, Aeayiika! — mposeneraia MaJieHbKasi OapbllHS U
C BEJIMKUM YJOBOJIbCTBHEM CTaJla IPbI3Th CBOMMHU OelibIMU, OJie-
CTAIMMHU 3yO0aMH YepPCTBBIN PXKAHOU XJ1e0.

Crapuk, T0OpOIYIITHO ycMeXasiCh, TOCMaTpUBAJI Ha Hee.

— Kak mHe muth xouercsi! — cka3ana JIlOTHK, TOEBIM CBOW
xJie0.

— W Bopma y Hac ectb! — yTemmi1 ee CTapuk, BHITACKMBAS U3
KOP3UHBI HEOOJIBINION OepecTOBbIN Oypak U rmofasasi ero JIoTuky.



Ta ¢ HacnaxieHreM npumnasa K Oypaky u KaaHO, He OTpbIBa-
SICh, TIWJIA U3 HETO YKCTYIO, MPOXJIAJHYIO BOAY, CJIErKa IMpuIaxu-
BagIylo Oepectoil. Hu kBac, HU 4aii, HM IOKOIaA, HU Kode HU-
KOIJa HE Ka3aJuCh €l TaK BKYCHBI U MIPUSTHBI, KaK 3Ta YUCTasl,
KJII0YeBast BOJa. 3a Kax/Iblii ee IOTOK JII0THK ¢ pagocThio OT/1a-
J1a OBl TIEJTYIO YaIlKy Yast Ui Kode ¢ caxapoM U CO CJIMBKAMM. . .

— AX, Kak Xopomio!.. — BCKpuJaJia OHa, OTPbIBasiCh OT Oypa-
Ka. — 4 TouHo oxuna... brarogapctByi, nenymikal.. bnarogap-
CTBYU, ronyOuuK !

— He 3a uro, aqutarko! Boga 60xbs 1 Bce O0XKbeE. .. — OTO3BAJI-
Csl CTapuK.

Teneps, korna JIIoTUK 3aKycuiia, HalUIach U YCIOKOMIACh 32
CBOIO y4acCTb, YCTAJIOCTh OKOHYATEBHO clIoMuIa ee. Ee KJIoHu10
KO CHY, IIa3a CaMH CJIMIAIKCh U TOJIOBA OTSIKENIeNa. . .

— Thl, genyiiika, emie He cKopo yupaenib orciooga? Tel nocu-
quib? S cocHyna ObI HEMHOXKKO. .. — C TPYAOM MpoOopMoTaa
OHa, JIOJKach Ha TPaBYy.

— IMoxanyy, nocuxky... Crm! — cka3an crapuk. JIIOTUK yxe
criaja...

Koraa ona npocHysach, COHIIE MOJHSIIOCh BBICOKO, U 3€Jie-
HBI JIeC BECh C BEPXY JI0 HU3Y ObUI IPOHU3AH 30JI0TOM FOpSIYrX,
MIOJTYJCHHBIX JIy4YeH.

— Beragait, qutsatko! MHe nopa UATH. .. — CKa3al CTapuK, 3a-
BsI3bIBasi CBOU KOIIIeIb U cOOMpasich B MyTh. — Ham HyXHO uj-
TH B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI... Thl CTynail Tyga (OH yKa3asl pyKou Ha
nopory). [Ipoiienis HEMHOTO, YBUIMIIb J1B€ AOPOrd... OnHa —



psiMO, 3TO B JIeC, a Apyras — BIpaBo... BoT 1o 31oil gopoxke u
crynaii! Beriinemnis B nosne, a Tam OM3KO 1 iepeBHsl. V3 nepeBHH
KTO-HUOY/Ib IIPOBOIUT TEOS JIOMOWA. . .

A JioTuK pa3aymbiBaia: yeM e otonarogaputh crapuka. OH
HaKOpPMMUJI, HATIOWJ1 €€, OXPaHsJI €e COH, yKazaJs eil gopory... B
ee KapMaHe H4ero He ObUIO, KpoMe HOCOBOTO IiiaTka. Ha mee y
Hee ObUT MOBS3aH ToTyOoid, IENKOBBIH apd. .. 3auem CTapuky
stoT apd! Bapyr oHa ciy4aiiHO B Ty MUHYTY B3[JIsSIHYJIa Ha 30-
JIOTOE KOJICUKO, OBbIBIIIee y Hee Ha Oe3bIMSIHHOM TaJIbIle MPaBOM
PYKH. ITO — IOAAPOK MaTepu. Martb roBopua eu, 4ro 310 KOJIb-
110 goporoe. .. Yero xke aydiie! Eciiv cTapuk NpoKUBET TUM 30-
JIOTBIM KOJIBIIOM MeCsI1l WJIH ABa — M TO JIaaHO. .. OH OyzeT Bcro-
MuHaTh O Jlotuke. JleBouka craja CHUMarh KOJIbLIO M HACUILY
CTalWIa ero C Majbla.

— Bor, negymka! Bo3bMu... — ckazasa oHa, mojpaBasi eMy
KOJIBLIO.

W ynusutensHOe aeno! TlepBbiil pa3 B xxu3HU JIIOTUK 4yBCTBO-
BaJIa KeJlaHWe OTOJNAroIapuTh YesIOBeKa, MEPBBIN pa3 B KU3HU
OHa JapuJjia TaKylo KpacuBYIO, [IEHHYIO Belllb U HE TOJIbKO HE Ka-
Jienia ee, HO ObUIa CepAeYHO Pajia, YTO MOKET MOJAPUTh YTO-HU-
Oynp. .. [lo cero BpeMeHu oHa, OOBIKHOBEHHO, TIPMHUMAJIA TOJIb-
KO MOAAPKM OT APYTUX U HE AyMaJjia HA C KEM JIEIUThCS UMM. . .

— Yro T8I, uTO THI, XpHcTOC ¢ ToOOI! Hert, Her! OcraBb ce-
0e... — OTHEKMBAJICA CTAPHK, NIOYTH C UCITYTOM TOIJISIIbIBAsT HA
Koibllo. — Kyna MHe ero, nuratko! Urto Tei! DTakas moporas
HITYKA. . .



— Ha! noporag... ato npaBaa! — ropopuia JIIOTUK, crapasce
CYHYTh eMy B PYKy KOJbII0. — Tee 3a 9TO KOJBIO AayT MHOTO
JIeHerT . .. Te0e He MPUIETCS HhIHYE JIOJITO XOAUTH IO IEPEBHSIM. . .
THI OTJOXHeIb!.. Bo3bMu ke, Aeayiika! Bo3bMU, MOKATYICTA. . .
cliejlal MUJIOCTh, BO3bMH !

Crapuk Bce oTHekuBajcs. JleBouka ympammBaia, U Kak ke
OHa 00pazoBasack, KOIjaa e, HaKOHeIl, YIaJ0Ch OCTABUTb CBOE
30JI0TOE KOJIBIIO B 3aropeJioi, MOPIIIMHUCTON PyKe HUIIIETO.

— Hy, naii tebe Bor 310poBbs. .. — B3/1bIXast U KPSIXTSI, TPOTO-
BOPWUJI CTAPUK, IOJHUMASICh C 3€MJIH.

OHu pacnpomaiuch ¥ pacctauch. CTapblil HUIIMN MOIIEN B
OJIHY CTOPOHY, OaphbIlliHS — B ApYyrylo. JIIOTUK ele HECKOIbKO
pa3 orjsAapIBaIach Ha3a/l v BHJIEA, Kak OeTHSK Opest 1o OKpau-
HE JIECHOM JJOPOXKKH, TSKENIO ONMupasich Ha mocox. Hakonelr, Ha
OJJHOM M3 MOBOPOTOB JOPOTU CTAPUK CKPBLICS 3a JEPEBbSIMU —
Micye3 U3 I71a3 JIEBOYKHU, HO He U3 ee BocroMuHaHui. [{o KoHIa
KU3HUA He 3a0y/IeT OHa TOro Kycka xJjieda, KOTOPbIM TO/IENUIICS
C HEel0 HUIIUM. ..

JIoTuK CKOpO BBINIA U3 JIECY, MUHOBAJIA TI0JIe M OUyTUJIaCh
niepes] AepeBHel. [ /11 Ha JepeByIKY, MOXHO ObUTO MOAyMaTh,
YTO Kak OyATO CHIIBHBIA BUXPb pa3HecC, pa3MeTal M HAKJIOHWII
KaK TI0MaJIo B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI €€ KaJIKKe, Cepble N30YIIKHU C CO-
JIOMeHHBIMU Kpbiliamy. OfiHa u30yIIKa crosjizajia B oBpar, Apy-
rasi CTosijIa IIpsiMO Ha I0py, TPEThsI CJIOBHO B MICITyTe OTIIIATHYJIACh
OT Hee, a TaM JaJiee JBe U30bl PsIOM OJTM3KO HAKJIOHWJIUCH OfTHA
K JPYyrou, KaKk CTapuKu, MUPHO U JPYKHO BMECTE MPOKUBIILE



KW3Hb. .. [lajee erie HeCKOJIbKO U30YIIIEK CTOSIIO Ha OTJIETE; elle
Jajiee BUTHBI ObLTH aMOAPYIIIKHY, 3arepThie OOTBITUME 3aMKAMH.

JIoTuK psiMO TOAOIILIA K KPaltHEMY KWJIbIO M OCTAHOBUJIACh
nepel HUIM B HEPEeHIMMOCTU. DTO Oblla MajieHbKasi, MOYepHeB-
masi OT BpeMeHH, IOKPUBUBINASCS U30YIIKA C OMHUM KPOXOT-
HBIM OKOHIIEM; HYDKHSISI YacTh CTeKJIa Oblia pa30uTa U 3aTKHYyTa
KAKOM-TO CUHEW TPAIULEN; cepasi, MOJyCTHUBLIAS COJIOMEHHASA
KPBIIIIA CKJIOHWJIACh HA OUH OOK, Kak OyATO €KEMUHYTHO T'OTO-
BSICh YIIACTh M pacchinarhbes. 2Kaskas nzoymka!

Takue n30ymiku JIIoTUK erie HUKOTIa He BHjasia BOJIM3H, HEe
paccMaTrpuBaia MX Tak MPUCTAIbHO, Kak Tenepb. KoHeyHo, oHa
HEPEAKO C MaTePhIO U C OTLIOM ITPOe3kKalia Mo JEPEBHSM, HO MPO-
e3’kaja ObICTPO — TaK, YTO KYpbI, PhIBIIMECS B TIECKE CPE/lb YJIH-
1Ibl, KPUYAJIU C UCITYTY U €[IBa YCIEBAIM JIETOM CIIACaThCsl U3-TI0]T
HOT' CKaKaBIIIMX MPUCTSKHBIX. [[epeBHU MeIbKaJu Mepe Helo, U
BCE OHM Ka3aJMCh €M MOXOXKU OfHA Ha APYrylo, Kak JABE Karllu
BOJIbL. Tenepp NepBblil pa3 B JKU3HU OHA OUYTUJIACH JIULIOM K JIH-
Iy Tiepe]1 yOorou AepeBeHCKor n3001. DTa n30da HarloMHIIA e
CKa304YHble M30YIIKM HAa KypbUX HOXKAX U T€ XMKWHBI, KaKue
BCTpEYaJla OHA HA KapTUHAX B OYEHb KMBOIIMCHOM BU/JIE.

JIloTUK OrNIsIHY/Iach: Ha y/WIle HUKOrO ObUTO He BuUAaTh. Ko-
HEYHO, JIeTHee, padoyee BpeMsi, Bce YIIUTU Ha TI0JIe WJIH B JIyT. ..
JlioTuk mononuia K OKOMIKy. .. Eif mouyauiock, 4to B u30e KTo-
TO TJIyXO MPOCTOHAI. .. ¥ 3aT€M BAPYT MOCIBIIIAJICS KaTOOHbIM,
netckuii rojoc: «Ou, mama!.. Mama, He momupari !»

B 3TOM 1€ TCKOM KpHKE TPOPHIBAIOCH TAKOE TOPE, TAKOE OTYa-



sHue, 4To JII0TUK BCA B3IpOrHynia U cepate ee 3amepiio. .. OHa
BOIIUIA B CEHIbI, TAXO OTBOPHJIA IBEPh M BCTYIWIIA B M30Yy.

XoTs1 IeHb ObLJT SICHBIN, HO B 9TOM HECYaCTHOM UYeJIOBEYECKOM
KUMIe ObUI0O MpayHO M TeMHO. JIIOTUK He Morjia cpasy pac-
CMOTPETh TO MECTO, Ky/la OHa Teneph Morasa, a Korja 1iasa ee
HEMHOXKO CBBIKJIUCh C TEMHOTOM, YBHJIENA Tiepel COO0I0 TPsi3-
HBIH, I11eIeBaThIil IO/, YEPHYIO 3aKONTENyIO Meub, 3aKOIMTEIbIe
OpeBeHuaTble CTeHbI, 3AKOMTEJIbIi OTOJIOK U MOTEMHEBIIUI 00-
pa3 B mepeqHeM yriy... JleBouka mpocTo MpHIIUIA B y&Kac: OHA
elle HUKOT/1a He ObIBaJIa B TAKKUX JIoMaXx . . . JIiou, KUBIIUE 3/1€Ch,
TIOKA3aJIMCh el erie Oosee KaJKUMH, YeM 3Ta 3aKONTeas Jlavdy-
ra.

Kakada-to 0oJibHasg KEHIIMHA [OYTA B OECIIAMATCTBE JIEXkKAa-
Jla Ha JIaBKe; T0JI0Ba €€ MOKOWJIACh Ha TPYJIE TPSI3HOTO TPSIIbS;
KaKHe-TO JIOXMOTbsI, BMECTO Ofiesiyia, TIOKPBIBAJIN ee; ee CyXue,
BCKJIOKOUEHHBIE, CBETJIO-PYChie BOJIOCHI I'YCTHIMU MPSIsAMU Ta-
JaJTi Ha TIOJT; CMepTeibHasi OJIeHOCTh TIOZIEPHYIIA ee JIUIIO; T0-
TYXIIIAA B3IJISI/L €€ MOY3aKPBITHIX I1a3 ObUT MYTEH, Kak OyaTo
9Ta KEHIIMHA YK€ HUUEero He MOHUMAaJsIa M HUYero He BUjiea me-
pen coboro. bonpHast 6ECOKOMHO MeTaach Ha CBOEM KECTKOM
JIOXe U C TPYAOM MOBOpAYMBAJIA TOJIOBY TO B TY, TO B JPYTyIO
CTOPOHY; IbIXaHHE CO CBUCTOM BBIPHIBJIOCH U3 TPYAU; CyXHe, TO-
CHHEBIIIVE T'yObI IIEBEJIWINCh, HO HU OJTHOTO 3BYKa HE CJIETAJIO C
HUX. .. JIumb u3peaka 60abHAS MPOTSIKHO, TSKEIO, MyUUTETTHHO
CTOHAJIA.

Tyt xe y HOr OOJIBHOW CHIeNT MabuyraH JeT 5—6, CBECUB C



JIaBKY CBOHU XYJIbIE, TOJIble HOKOHKU. Ero cBetbie, IbHSIHbIE BO-
JIOCHI CBEIIMBAJIMCH Ha JIOO; JIUIIO €ro ObUIO OYeHb MeYaIbHO, U
KPYITHBIE CJIe3bl TEKJIM TT0 meKaM. Masibuuk ObUT Xy U OJIeIeH.
W3-3a paccTerHyToro BOpoTa ero CMHei necTpsJMHHON pyOaxu
BU/IHA ObUIA BMaJiasi, KOCTISBAsS TPY/b.

B usymiieHnn ucroio0bst TOCMOTPEN OH Ha OapBbIIIHIO, KaK
Ha HeoOBbIYaliHOE SIBJICHUE, Y CTAJI TEPETh IJla3a KylakoM. JIloThk
ceJia C HUM PsiJIOM U JIACKOBO B3$1J1a €ro 3a PyKy.

— Jt10 KT10? TBOA Marh? — crpocuia ero JIIOTUK, ykaspiBas
TOJIOBOU Ha OOJIBHYIO.

— Jla! — THXO, Y4yTh CIIBIIIIHO MPOMOJIBIII MaJIbUyraH, CTapasich
OTBEPHYTHCS OT TOCTHH.

OH, 0YEBUIHO, TUUUIICS, OOSUICS €€, U JEBOYKE CTOMIIO OO0JIb-
IIOTO TPY/Ia 3aCTaBUTh €ro pa3sroBOpUThCs. VI3 OTPHIBOYHBIX OT-
BeTOB peOeHka JII0THUK y3Haa, YTO MaTh €ro 3a0osesna yKe JaB-
HO, CTajia ObLJIO MOMPABIATHCS, HO €€ MOC/aIH B ToJie Ha padoTy
Y OHA OITSITh CBAMIIACK. .. «CeroyHs eii 00J1bHO XyH0. .. KaObl He
nomeprnal..»

— 3ayeM e el He JIaJIv MOTIPABUTHCS U TIOCIIAIU Ha paboTy? —
Brosrosioca crpocuia JlioTuk.

— Hano 6puto ceHo yOMpaTh, BOT M TOTHAJIM... — OTBEYAs
MaJTbuyTaH.

— C keM xe Thl )KUBEIIIb?..

— ’KuBy ¢ MaMKOI 1 C TATBKOM. .. elre OayIlKa ecTh!..

— A rae xe oHu Teneps? — nonpammsaia JITHK.

— TaTbka Ha padoTe, a Gaymika B JieC yILIa Mo TPHObL... — CO



B3JIOXOM IIIeTNTal MaJIbuyTaH.

— Kak xe oHM ocTaBmM OOJIBHYIO OfIHY — C TOOO#?

— Ja xak... TaTeKke 1oMa CUAETh HeNlb3s, padoTa He KIET. ..
A OGaymmka cepauTasi, BCe BOPYMT. .. TO TOBOPHT, YTO Mama Mpu-
TBOpSIETCS, UTO eil Ha paboTy UJTHU HE OXOTa, a TO 3a0paHuTCH,
«XOTb OBl yOMpasiach, TOBOPHT, MMOCKOPEE, TOJIBKO MeIIaelllb, Py-
KW HaM CBsI3bIBaeIllb»... BOT MHE MaMKy-TO M kaJjb... 3a 4TO
OayIlka ee TakK...

— [IuTh... MUTH... — YyTh CIIBILIIHO MPOIIENTaIa OOIbHAS.
— IInTh NPOCHUT. .. — MOSAICHUJI MAJIbYyTaH. — A 4ero e Aamb. ..
BOJIBI HET!

— Kak «Hetr»? Bonpi-To Het! — )xuBO 3aroBopuJia JIIoTuk, nos-
HUMAsCh € J1aBKU. — OTYero ke Tl He TpUHecels .. Bl OTKyna
Oepete Bomy?

— Bepem-To ee u3 Kosola, 4a MHEe He HaYeprarhb. .. — IJIaK-
CUBBIM IOJIOCOM OTBeYasl e MaJibuyraH.

— Tak gaii Tel MHE YTO-HUOY/Ib. . . XOTh BE/IPO, UTO JIH. .. Ja 10~
KaXy MHE, Kak 4eprarb. .. 4 cama Hauepnawo Bonel! [Tongem! —
Toponuia ero JIioTuk.

Hukorna B jku3HM OapbllllHA HE XJIOMOTajJa TaK YCEpPIHO O
JPYTHUX, Ja K TOMY e eIlle O IPOCTOM JiepeBeHCKou Oaoe. . .

MauibuuK B3sUT BeIpo, U OHU OTnpaBuwiuch. Kononeir Haxo-
JIWJICS CPE/IM JIEPEBHU; KOJIONIE3HBIN CPyO — THUJION, OOCITU3IIBIN,
MOJIEPHYThIH 3€JIEHBIO HATTOJIOBUHY IMPUK PHIBAJICS TAKOIO K€ BET-
XOHM KPBIIIKOW; C OJIHOM CTOPOHBI KOJIOAIA TOMeIanach Jaepe-
BSIHHASI KOJIOAA JJIsI TIOMBA CKOTa, a C IPyro CTOPOHBI — KOPsI-



Basl psAOMHA PaCKUIBIBAIA HAJ| KOJOAIEM CBOM KUIKHUE BETBU.
Manpbayran pactonkoBaji OapblliHe, KaKk HAaJ0 OMyCKaTh Oabio
U Kak MOTOM OCTOPOKHO MOJHUMATh €€ BBEpX, YTOOBI BOJA HE
pacruieckasiach. baabsi, XOTsl 1 OKOBaHHasl kejie30M, ObUla He
0COOEHHO TsKella, HO JUIsl HETIPUBBIUHBIX PYK U3HEKEHHOU Jie-
BOYKM OHA, pasyMeercs, MOKa3ajach «CTpax KAKOW TSKEIOU».
OmyctuTh 6a/1pi0 BHU3 — B 3USIIONIEE OTBEPCTUE KOJIOIA — OBLIO
ellie JeJI0 JOBOJILHO JIETKOE, 3aYEPITHYTh €10 BO/Ibl OKA3aJIOCh YKe
TpyZHee, a ISl TOrO, YTOObI BHITAIUTH OAIbI0 C BOIOW Ha IO-
BEPXHOCTh 3eMJIM — JIIOTHKY MPULIUIOCH IYCTUTh B XOJI BCE CBOU
cuitbl. OnepImch KOJIEHOM Ha cpyO, HArHYBIIMCh HaJl TEMHBIM
OTBEpCTHEM KOJIOIA, OHA CaMbIM HEYMEJIBIM 00pa3oM TsIHYA
0aJIpIo ¥ 110 CBOEU HEJIOBKOCTH JIETKO MOTJIA TIOJIETETh B KOJIOMEII.
A TyT ele MaJIbuyraH MpUCTaBajl K HEil CO CBOMMMU MpeiocTepe-
KEHUSIMH. . .

— TbI cMOTpH, 3a CTEHKY-TO HE 3a/IeBail... a TO MPOJIbEIIb! —
paccyauTtesibHO 3ameyvait oH. — Hy, BOT Tak... TsHM XOpolleHb-
ko... Eme! eme! Hy!.. Bor!

JlioTUK Bcst pacKpacHesach, Kak MakoB 1iBeT. Bosiockl ee pac-
Tpenanuch. OHa 3ambixajlachb U C TPYAOM IEPEBOIMIA [IbIXa-
Hue. .. Heckonbko pa3 oHa yxke Aymasa, 4To BEpEBKA BbICKOJIb3-
HET Yy Hee U3 PyK U el IpuIeTCs CHOBA HAYMHATD CBOIO TSIKEITYIO
padoty. HakoHrer, 6a/ibs-My4nTe/IbHALIA TIOKa3aach Ha Boxuii
CBET U3 OTBEPCTUE KOJIOLA.

JlioTvK nOKpacHa HaTepia PyKu O BEPEBKY, olapanaia cebe
nasier; 0 0apio, BCe TUIaThe Criepeu oOiia BOJON U BCe-TaKU



JocTana it 60JbHON BOHL. . . [TepBblii pa3 B sku3Hu JIIOTHK OKa-
3bIBaJIa TAKYIO YCIIYTY CBOUM OJIVKHUM: JIO CETO BPEMEHH TOJIBKO
ONMKHUE YCITY)KUBAJTHU €H. . .

BosnpHas HanmiIack, TO €CTh ¢ieliajia HECKOJIBKO IIOTKOB M KaK
OyaTo ycrokowiack. MaJlbuuK OIATh MOMECTUJICS OKOJIO Hee.
JIIoTHK cenna ¢ HUM PSIIOM U BIIOJITOJIOCA CHpAIBaia ero 00 ux
KUThe-ObIThE, MAJILUMK OTBEYAJl e, Kak ymell... Bapyr OosbHas
3aMeTaslach M 3aCTOHaJIa MyIe MpeskHero. MaJlbuuK OmsTh 3a-
XHBIKAJI U TIPHIIAJ K e HOraMm.

— Oun, mama!.. Ou, muias!.. He momupan! — npuuuran o
CKBO3b CJIE3bI.

JlioTuK 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO B TO MTHOBEHbE B CEP/ILIE €€ MPOUC-
XOIMUTE YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE, YTO-TO COBCEM HOBOE, HMKOITIA EIIIE
He HCIIbITaHHOE e1o. Eif cTajio Tak ’ajab 3TOro MaJeHbKOIO IlIa-
YyIIero MaJibuuKa, Tak *kajb... Eil CTpacTHO XOTeI0Ch yTEIIUTh
€ro yeM-HUOY/Ib, YCIIOKOUTH €r0, CKa3aTh WU ClIeaTh eMy 4To-
HUOYIb IPUATHOE, — HY, OIHUM CJIOBOM, IIPUHECTU €My OTpajy,
oOnerdyeHne. .. B 3Ty MUHYTY OHa He MOTJIa PUIyMaTh HUKAKUX
0COOEHHO XOPOIIUX CJIOB M HE 3HAJA, UTO e JeaTh. A MEXIy
TeM €l ObLJI0O HEBBIHOCUMO OOJIBHO, TSKEJIO CMOTPETh Ha MaJlb-
YKKa U CJIBIIAT €r0 PhIJaHUE, HAJIPbIBAIOIIEE AYIILY .. .

B coBepilieHHO HEMOHATHOM [j1s1 Hee BOTHEHUH, MOUYTH KaK-
TO MAalllMHAJIBHO, OHA HAKJOHWIACh K 3TOMY KPECThSHCKOMY
MaJbyyraHy, OIETOMY B TPS3HYI0 H30pPBaHHYIO PYOAIllOHKY,
KpeIKko OOHsJIa ero 3a Iielo, Kak CBOero MJyajiero opara, Kak
CBOET0 CaMoro OJIM3KOro Apyra, U MPUKJIOHWIIA ero TOJIOBY K Ce-



6e Ha ruiedo. OHa JTJaCKOBO IJ1a/IMJIA CBOEIO HEKHOI PYUYKOH €ro
HeJyecaHble, BCKJIOKOYEHHBIE BOJIOCHI, II€JI0OBaJIa €ro B JIOO U B
OJieHbIe 11IEKH, Terepb MOKpbIE OT CJIe3, U IlIeNnTaja emy:

— Hy, He muiausb, He miaub ke! [lonHo... Mama TBOs moripa-
BUTCS, BBI3IOPOBEET, U BCe OYIET XOPOLIO. . .

Tyt JlioTvk OYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO M Ha €€ T71a3a HaOeKasu cie-
3bl M TEIUIbIC KAIUIM MX MaJajld €l Ha PyKy M Ha BOJIOCBI 3TOrO
KPECThSIHCKOTO MaJIbuMKa, ¥ Ha ero JI0O, U Ha ero MoJIy3aKpbIThie
rasa... Jliotuk miakana. .. KoHeuHo, rjakasna oHa U Ipekae He
pa3 — O MyCTAKax, U3-3a pa3HbIX Kalpu30B U B3A0poB... Ho Te-
1Iepb NIEPBBIM Pa3 B )KW3HU 3alljlakala OHa O YyKOM rope.

Bupyr crykHysa asepb. JIIOTUK OMIAHY/IACh U YBUANIA, YTO B
u30y BOIILIa Kakas-To 0ada U ¢ yAUBJICHUEM CMOTpesIa Ha Hee.

— bappimna!.. Jla Bl Kak ke 3alIM-TO K HaM? — CIIpocuIIa ee
npuIIeamas.

Ona ObiBasia B ycaapOe 1 Bugana Jliotuka. bapbliHs Bkparie
pacckasaia eif, 4To OHa Tyisiia 1 3a0Iyuiach B Jiecy.

— Xorute, g NpOBOXKY Bac 10Mou? MHe HyKHO UJTH B Ballly
CTOPOHY. .. — CKa3aJla € KeHIUHA.

JlioTuk, KOoHeyHO, OblJTa O4YeHb paja ee mnpemjoxeHuo. Eil
TOJIBKO KaJIb OBIJIO OCTaBUTh OOJIBHYIO JKEHIIMHY W IUIavyIlle-
ro MajgbuyraHa, HO OHa yTelmwia ceOs TeM, YTO HeMpPEeMEHHO
YIIPOCUT MaMailly HaBeCTUTh 3Ty HECYACTHYIO OOJBHYIO U TO-
Moub eil. .. VI oHa, JeCTBUTENIBHO, YITPOCHIA MaTh. .. PaccraBa-
SICb C MAJIUMKOM, JIIOTUK OCTaBMJIa EMy CBOM IIEJIKOBBIi, TOJTY-
60i1 mapg, HOCOBOM TIATOK, Jake MyHIOBYI0 OapXaTHYIO JIeH-



TOYKY € rojioBbl. OIHUM CJIOBOM, OHA OT/AaJIa EMY BCE, UTO MOX-
HO, OTAajia Obl W TUIAThe, eCli Obl CKPOMHOCTh HE YIepKUBasa
ee...

B ycann0e, pazymeercs, Bce ObLIH B TpeBore. «bapbliiiHs rpo-
nana! Mcuesna HeBenomo Kypa!..» MaTk mpocTO ¢ ymMa CXOnu-
na... W Bce, pazymeercsi, OueHb 0OpaioBajvch, Korga JIoTuk
’KMBa U HEBPeJMa BO3BPATUIIACH TOMOWA. . .

Hanpacno Jliotuk B MBaHOBY HOUYb 3amacajacb KakUM-TO
IIBETKOM IMallOPOTHUKA: pa30OMHIYMI KJIaj He AocTajcs ei. OHa
IPUIIUIA C TYCTBIMU PYKaMH. .. HO 3aTO, BMECTO pa300MHUYLETO
KJIa/Ia, OHAa BO BpeMsI CBOMX CTPAHCTBOBAHUI HaIILIa KJjaj Oonee
EHHBIN. . .

Oma roruia u3 IoMy 3a TeM, YTOObI JOCTaTh HECMETHYIO MacCy
JICHET ¥ HaKyTUTh ceOe Ha T JIEHBI'M HEHYKHYIO BCSKYIO BCSUU-
Hy. OHa yIlia u3 0My XOJIOAHOM CeOsTI0OMBOM IEBOYKOM, Ty-
MaBIlIei TOJIBKO O cede, CKyuaBIlel OT Hevero JiesaTh, a BO3Bpa-
THJIACh COBCEM JPYIMM YeJIOBEKOM... Tenepb oHa ToOuIa JIo-
JIeil, YyBCTBOBAJIA COCTPAlaHNe K HECUACTHBIM U UCKPEHHO Ke-
JlaJia )KUTh U TPYAUTHCS ISl CUACTbsI OTMKHUX.

DTO — caMblil JOPOrOM, CaMblii JTyUIIIUI KJIJ B MUPE: OH MTPU-
HOCHUT C COOOH YelIOBEeKY BBICIIIEE CUACTHE, JOCTYITHOE eMy B
JKU3HU — CTIOKOMCTBUE COBECTU U YIIEBHOE JOBOJIBCTBO. . .
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