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AHHOTaAMSA

Makc 1 B CTpaiiHOM KoIlIMape He MOT TPeCTaBUTh, UYTO OHAKIbI
OYHETCS B JpeMyueM Jiecy ¢ OOPBIBKOM IIEMH Ha HOTe, a €ro OfIeX/1a
Oy/IeT BHIIVISIETh TaK, OyATO OH JABHO CIUT moj KyctoM. Ho camoe
IJIaBHOE — OH HEe TMOMHHT, Kak TyT okazaics! Uto nenatsh? KoHeuno
WCKaTh JOPOTY M Ha TOMYyTKax Bo3Bpaiiarbcs gomoii! Ho nmouemy B
3epKajie Ha 3arpaBKe OTpakaeTcs TPUHAJUATWIETHUH MallaH, Belb
Makc TOYHO MOMHHUT, YTO BUepa 3adyBajl IecTb CBeYell Ha TopTe.
Bor Tak npoBan B mamaTu! Tenepb ocTa€rcs JIUIIb HAAEATHCS, YTO
POIUTENH €T0 Y3HAIOT. A €CJIM HEeT — Kak JI0Ka3aTh, YTO OH TOT CaMbIi
Makc?



EBrenun BaJuabc
ToT, KOro Ha3bIBAIOT
MOHUM UMEHEM

Makc 3abpajicsi B KabuHy (pypel, 10 00N CKMMast HOX B Kap-
MaHe KypTku. OH crép ero B Kadeuke, Io3ToMy UM Bpsf Jid
MOXHO MOPe3aThCsl, HO BOTKHYTb KOMY-TO B OOK OIHO3HAYHO I10-
ayuutcsi. Ecim Obl TakoM HOX OBbUT Y HETO paHblile, He TPUIILIIOCh
Obl OTOMBATHCSI HOTAMU OT JKUPISS U3 TPY30BHKA, TOTOM JIOJITO
UJITH TIO Tpacce MOCPeAr OCEHHEero Jieca M BCE ke TOPMO3HYTh
JPYTyI0 MAIlUHY.

STOT MYKXHUK 32 OapaHKOM XOTs Obl CMOTPUT Ha Hero 6e3 Mep3-
KOW YXMBLIKH M He 0OIM3bIBAET ryObl, OYITO XOUYET €ro COXparh.

— 3Halo s Bac, MOAPOCTKOB, — MpoOacHl 00POIATHIIA BOTUTEITH
psiioM ¢ MakcoMm U yBEpeHHO KpyTaHYJl pyJib BIEBO. — Y MeHs
CBIH Tako# ke. TeOe ke JieT TpUHAIATh, He OOJIbIIe, BOH JIaXe
YCHI eIE He MPOKJTIOHYIHUCh.

Makc Hacynuiicsi. OH yke ycIien IISTHYTh B 3€pKaJjio, YTO BH-
ceJio B TyasieTe Ha ctosiHke. OH efBa ceOsl y3HaII B TOIIEM, Bbl-
COKOM TapHe C MOCTapeBIIUM JIMIIOM. A TPSI3HBIE COCYJIBKU BO-
JI0C ¥ TEMHBIE TEHH BOKPYT I71a3 3acTaBUIM Makca CMOPIIUTCS U
oTBepHYThCs. OH crpammBai ceOsi: Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO, BEllb
BYepa Ha TOpTe ObLIO IIeCTh cBever! Makc UX TOYHO MOCYUTA,
a 3HAYUT, eMy JOJDKHO OBITh IiecTh JieT! Makc menHyn ceos



JIAJJOHBIO 110 JIOY: YEPTOB TyMaH B rojioBe. Makc HUKaK He XOTe
BEpUTh, TOMY, YTO YBUJEJI B 3€pKaJIE U CJIOBaM BOAUTEN S (PypPBlI.
He morio xe emy BHe3anHo ctayio TpuHaduarh jer? Ho, eciu
9TO MpaBja — KyAa JEJIUCh CEMb?

B nmamMsaTH BCIUIBUTM TOJIBKO OTTOJIOCKM MaMUHBIX cioB. OHa
rOBOpUJIA, €My NoHpaBuTcA B ukose. Ho Makc He 04eHb-TO B 3TO
Bepw1. OH IbITAJICS BCIIOMHUTB JIMIIO MaMbl, HO (pypa BbIBEpHY-
Jla Ha HIMPOKYIO 1opory, oryero Makca npuneyaraso K JIBeple.
Bonurenp kak HU B 4éM He ObIBAJIO TTPOIOJIKA:

— Bcé Tyna xe: g yke B3pOCibld, HE JIE3bTe B MOIO KM3Hb! A
caM SIMYHMILY TTOKAPUTh ce0e HEe MOKET. . .

Kak ke o gocran yxe! Hy, xoTs 10 cena mondpocut. Makc
MMOMHWJ Ha3BaHue — PanpHuky. Boaurelb cka3ai, 4o HEro BCEro
IATHAIIATh KWIOMeTpoB! Ara, Kak Oyaro 3a yrioMm. OHu yxe
JIB€ JIEPEBHU MPOEXaju, a cea BCE HEeT!

— T'oBopuinb, cHexan, ogymMalicss U Ternepb Pelini BepHYTh-
cs? — MeJIbKOM IJISIHYJI Ha HEro BoAUTe b, — BOT 3TO 1o-B3poc-
JIOMY: TIPU3HATh, YTO ThI OBLT HE TPaB, U U3BUHUTHCS. 51 OBl CBO-
€ro MPOCTUIL. ..

YV Makca HecTeprumo 3adecasiach HOra 1ojy sKkeJle3HbIM Opac-
JIETOM Ha IIIUKOJIOTKe. HO OH 00osiICcs, UTO, €CJIH MOILIEBEILHETC,
OOPBIBOK IIETTH, IPUBAPEHHON K OpacieTy, HaYHET rpemMeTh. KTo
MOBEPUT, YTO OH HE MIOMHUT, OTKY/a 3Ta KeJle3Ka B3s1ach? Yke
CKOpO OH BBIIJIET U3 MAIlIMHBI U BIOBOJIb HAYEIIETCs, a cernvac
Heb34. Emé ve nomernano Obl TOMbITbCA. OT COOCTBEHHON BO-
HU €ro MyTHUT BClo Jopory. Korga e OH MbUICA B MOCIEIHUA



pa3? Tyman! Ha Bce Borpocsl onuH oTBeT: TyMan! Moxer, OH
BOBCe He coeras oT pogurteneid. Ho yx nydine pacckas3piBaTh Ta-
KYyI0 HCTOPUIO, YEM O MOTepe MaMsITH.

Makca pa3mopuiio B TEIUION KaOKHe, Illa3a Ha4alu CIUIATh-
Cs1, a MAJIBIB OKOHYATEJIbHO pacCiabuINCh, U3 HUX €/1Ba HE BbI-
CKOJIb3HYJI HOK. MaKc OYHYJICS OTTOTO, YTO BOAUTESb TPSCET €ro
3a IU1eYO.

— Bresait, nmatan! TBoé cedno.

Makc rsiHy/1 B OKHO: B CIUIOIITHOM PsITy BHICOKMX Oepe3 BUI-
HeJach mpopexa ¢ y3kou Tponou. OH €€ He y3HaBall, HO MpHU-
IIJIOCh TTOBEPUTHh Ha CJI0BO. Makc OypKHYN «Cracu00» M BbI-
IPBLITHYJT U3 KaOMHBI Ha acasibT.

Hy, ecnu 370 ero ceno, cBO oM OH TOYHO HaiieT! Makc Ha-
KOHEI| CMOT II0YecaTh HOT'Y M 3aTPYCHJI I10 TPOIIE MUMO IIEJIECTsI-
IIMX JIEPEBbEB B IITyOb OCEHHETO Jieca. OOPHIBOK ST MO3BSIKH-
BaJl B KPOCCOBKE, HO Makc ye MpUBBIK, XOTS 3Ta HOra MEp31a
cuiibHee. Kak ke 3710poBO, UTO OH CHEP KYPTKY, KOTOPYIO KTO-
TO 3a0bLT Ha JIaBKe y jopoxkHOro Kage! Ceituac Obl 3aMEP3 110
Kocteil! Makc 4yBCTBOBaJI, Kak B IpyAW pa3jMBaeTcs TeIvlo, U
orpas/aJl ce0sl CJI0BaMU YYaCTKOBOTO Asiid MuIm: «39To cMsr-
qaroie 00CTOSITEbCTBA MTPECTYIUICHUSI».

Makxc BCrioMHUIL, 4TO AAAA Muia Xu1 B cocegHeM goMe. Y
Hero Obuta emme 1o4b Kciomka. [TpoTuBHas ppikast KpUBJIsKa, KO-
TOpast KyTKO Oostack ryceit! OHa eIé xBacranaach CBOUM Mexa-
HU4eckuM MmenseneM. OH J1axe BCIOMHUJI, IOYeMYy BO3MYIIAJ-
cs1, KOrza Mama 3aropopuJia rnpo mkomy. OHa ckazana, yto Makc



nmonaér B oguH kJjacc ¢ Kcromeii!

keksk

Jlec Hayan penetb. Mexy OebIX CTBOJIOB MPOIJISHY/IH I~
(pepHble KppilM 10MOB. Makc ycKOpUJICS. Y HEro CIOBHO Kpbl-
JIbsl BBIPOCJIM 32 CIIMHOW WJIM OTKPBUIOCH BTOPOE JIbIXaHUE, PO
KOTOPOE TOBOPWJI ITara, KOIrja OHU CMOTPENN CHOPTUBHBIE CO-
CTs13aHus 1o Tesieky. [lamy oH Toe MOMHWJI, HO JIMIIb OOPbIB-
KU ¢pa3 u HeueTKuM cuityaT. OgHako Makc He COMHEBAJICS: OH
y3HAeT POIUTEeNIei, KOIjia yBUIUT.

[TamsATe cTana npoctynars CKkBo3b TyMaH. 1o aTon ynmie onn
C IIarou BO3WJIX BOAY B keJI€3HOM (piisAre. A BOT U BOIOHAIIOpHASA
OanrHsi! 31ech OH OHAXK/IBI HAIIEN JIATYIIKY MO JUCTOM TOJI0-
POXHUKA.

OH TouHO BecrtoMHUI, rae xuBET! Ha «BKkycHOW» yiuie: I'py-
moBas, 17. Makc nmobdexain k qomy. BoH mokocuBiasicst orpa-
na 6a0b1 Katu. OH paHblile He MOT BHITOBOPUTD €€ OTYECTBO, HO
noMHUJ1 — BukenbreBHA. Mama nmodemMy-To 3amnpelaa ¢ Hei 00-
aTeCA, a Makcy HpaBWJIOCH CIIylIaTh €€ UCTOPUU O 3JIbIX 4Ye-
JIOBEUYKax M3 ropHelx nemep. Bon mkona, kyga Makc nomkeH
ObLIT MOUTH YUUThCS. MOXKET, U XOIWJI, IPOCTO HEe MOMHUT. BoH
¥ Oropoj, Mo KOTopoMy Oerasia 37100Hasi coOOaKka y4yacTKOBOTO, a
Makc kugan B He€ cHexXKH. [ mynast Obiia 3aTest. XOpolo, Asiis
Muiua BOBpeMs BbILIE M OTTALIWII IICa, KOrja TOT NEpeMaxHyJI
yepes 3a00p.

Makc 3amep. Ki€nbl nepes ero 1oMOM 3aMETHO BBIPOCIIH, a
paMbl Ha OKHAaX MOYEMY-TO HE KENThIE, a cuHUe. OH TOYHO IOM-



HUJI, 9YTO OHU ObLIM kEnThie! OH ke caM BHIOMpAJI IBET.

Makc 0CTOpOKHO 3amiarayl K NpuOTKpbeITOM Kayitke. Cepatie
BBICKAKMBAJIO U3 TPY/IH, TEJIO MOKPHLJIOCh HEMPUSITHON UCTIApU-
Hou. Ilo nopoxke n3 KpacHoro kupnuya Makc npoiuen BaoJib
JoMa. 3arjisiHy/1 B OKHa, HO CKBO3b 3aHABECKU HUYETO HE YBUJIE.
Caer ropes ToJabKO Ha KyxHe. Makc CKAHYJI Ha KPbLIbLIE MOTEP-
ThIe KPOCCOBKH, 3allPaBUJI KaK MOT OOPBIBOK IIeNH 3a OpacJier,
4TOOBI HE rpeMelia, U MPUOTK PbLI ABepb. [Ipoiaras rmo xonoaHo-
My CKpHIlyyeMy Moity BepaHiabl. Hoc yuysin 3HakoMBbIil apomar,
¥ POT MTHOBEHHO HAIOJHMIICS CITIOHOM: MaMa Haxkapuia 4yely-
pekoB. Makc BcTan y BTOpo# iBepH u npuHioxascs. Kak xe xo-
TEJIOCh MIOCKOPEN BIIETIMTHCS B TOPSYMI, COUHBIN YeOypek !

CkBO3b 1Bepp Makc yciblial, 4YTo Ha KyXHE OKMBJIEHHO I'0-
BOPAT ponutend. Pazgaics eme 4er-To rojioc, Hey3HaBaeMbIu,
Kak OyJTO JIETCKUI M JKYTKO IPOTHUBHBIN. Makc pBaHy./I Ha ceOst
JBEPHYIO PYUKY U ME€pelarHys yepes3 nopor.

Mawma v nana cuiesnv y OKHa 32 KyXOHHBIM CTOJIOM, IIPUBBIY-
HO HAKPBITHIM KJIEHKOU. OHU MOBEPHY/IM TOJIOBbI U BCKOUYMIIN
CO CTYJIbeB. Makc pBaHyJICs K HUM, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPSJIM Y HETO B
ropJie, CJIOBHO OH TMoAaBWIICs TeM cambiM yeOypekom. [lap cua-
CTbsl, Pa3/lyBILUICS B IPY/H, JIOMHYI. 32 CTOJIOM BMECTE C POU-
TesAMU cuient oH — Makc! TOJbKO yMBITBIA M IPUYECAHHBIN 1
HaBEPHSIKA B TEIJIbIX HOCKAX.

— Ilana, KTO 3TO? — MUCKJISIBBIM IOJIOCOM MPOU3HEC YMCTHIN
Makc 1 TKHYJI NaJIbIeM B TPSI3BHOTO M 00coro ceosl.

Ponutenu pacTepsiHHO paCKpbUIM PThI ¥ 3aBEPTENU FOJIOBAMH,



V151451 TO Ha ChlHA, TO HA €ro KOIHUIO.
— Mawma, 310 *xe 51, — mpodopmoTan Makc u 3apoxa.
JKen1mHa ¢ Tpyi0M BBITOBOPHJIA €T0 UM U TTOOJIe/IHENa, XBa-

TasCh 3a Kpail CToJa.

— Yt0 37€Ch MPOUCXOAUT? — OECIIBETHBIM T'OJIOCOM CITPOCHJT
orew.

— 4 BepHycA. .. 4... Baill, — Makc He TOrOBOPUIIL, €ro TPACJIO,
KaK B JIIOTBIF MOPO3, aXk 3yObl 3aCTy4au.

— Ilana, mycTb OH YUJET, — CKPUBWJI IPOTUBHYIO I'PUMAcCy €ro
JIBOMHUK.

— 4 Baw chiH! — npokpuyan Makc.

Ho nBoiiHMK cxBaTW/ MaMy 3a PyKy Y 3aBepela:

— Ilana, mama, oH xe BpET? ¥ Bac ke Het BToporo ceiHa?! 51
Bam Makcum!

JKeHnmHa npuiBUHYIaCh K HEMY, OOHSIA U C TIPUIILY POM I10-
CMOTpeJia Ha MyXa.

— Kro 310 Manpumk ? — TpedoBaTeIbHO cripocuiia oHa. — M mo-
YeMy OH TaK T'OBOPUT?

Orerr marnys k Makcy.

— INanaH, Tebe yero HagO? — rPO3HO MPOTOBOPUII OTEl.

Ho Makc He menoxHysics. HanmpoTtuB cTosiia ero TouHast Ko-
IY s, THIKQJIA B HETO NAJILLIEM U TOBOPUJIA, YTO OH HEHACTOSAIIUU.
Kaxk Takoe BooOI111€ BO3MOXKHO?!

— IT0 XK€ 51, — e[1Ba CAEP)KMBAs NOJCTYIUBIINE CIIE3bI, IPOU3-
Héc Makc. — Pa3Be Bbl MeHs1 He y3HaeTe?!

— YrTo 3a DIymbl1 PO3BITPHINI? — BOCKJMKHYJIA KEHIIWHA,



CIBUHYB OpOBHU U NIpUKaB K ceOe qBovHMKA Makca. — Hemen-
JICHHO NPEKPaATH, WA CENYac MO30BEM y4aCTKOBOIO!

— [Naman, 51 He 3Hal0, K YeMy BeCh 3TOT CHEKTaKJIb, — JO0ABUII
OTell, — HO JIy4llle He JJOBOJM JI0 rpexa u yxoau. Hai cbiH 31ech!

Maxc 3aMoTasI TOJIOBOM U OCTajICd Ha MecTte. Beap Hacros-
IMHA — OH! A KTO 3TOT NUCKJIsABbIM ABOWHUK ? [1asbiibl Halyna-
JI1 B KapMaHe HOX. Makc He MOHMUMAJI, 4YTO MPOUCXOIUT, HE KOH-
TPOJIMPOBAJI IPOCHYBUIYIOCS B HEM sipocTh. OHa 3acTaBuMIIa €ro
BBIKPUKUBATD IJIOXUE CJIOBA, MaXxaThb HOXKOM Mepe]l Bepelalien
MOPJIO¥ JIBOMHUKA U OTYAsTHHO W3BUBATHLCS, KOTAA OTEl] OOJTBHO
BBIBEPHYJI €My PYKY. A TIOTOM BBIPHIBAThCS U AAXKE YKYCUTD sI-
1o Murity, KOTOpbI nprOekan Ha MAMUH 3BOHOK.

Kynak yyacTkoBOro okaszascsi AEMCTBUTENBHO TSIKEBIA — HE
3ps1 OH XBaCTaJICs, MTpeBparias si0JI0KO B Kallly C OJHOTO yAapa.

kekesk

Makc ounysics B MIikoit TeMHoTe. OHa Oblia TEMJION U naxia
HaBO30M. Makcy Bcerja HpaBUJICS STOT 3aMax — YK BCSKO JIy4-
11€, YeM BOHSET OT HErO CaMmoro.

Makc ocMOTpeJics: MpaK, OKPY>KaBILIUH €ro, ObUT HE TAKUM YK
110THBIM. OH Halllyrnaj lepIiaBble AePEBSHHbIE CTEHBI, CIOBHO
00UTBIE TOPOBUIEM, U YBUJIENI METAJUIMYECKHE MPYThsI HA MECTe
asepu. M3 coceqHert KOMHATBI Yepe3 KOPUJOP COUMIICS TYCKJIbIA
CBET.

— s Muiia, Bbimyctute MeHsi! — KpuKHYJ Makc, yTKHYB-
IIKCh JIULIOM MEX/1y MPYThEB.

— CMmoTpuTe-Ka, UMs1 MOE 3HAET, — OTO3BAJICS YYaCTKOBBIN.



Ero orpomuas ¢urypa Beipocia nepes Makcom.

— 4 u pouky Bamry 3Hawo, Kcioiiry, — TOPOIUIMBO 3aroBOpUI
Makc. — A k1o 310 0bUI JO0Ma? OH TaK MOXOX Ha MeH:!

— Jly41iie ckaxu, KTO Thl, — PIBKHYJI YYaCTKOBBIN. — XOTHl. ..
[Tycte 3aBTpa ropoackue ¢ Todor pazoupatorcs. MHe TyT emé
OerbIX JIETJIOMOBIIEB HE XBaTaJO.

— 41 He nernomoBckmi! — Bo3myTmics Makc. — 910 Mou po-
aurenu!

— XBatur yxe! JIn0o KoMMch: KTO HATOYMUJ ITUPK TYT Pa3bir-
parh, OO 3arJIOXHKCH JI0 3aBTpa!

W3 kamepbl HAaNPOTUB MOCIIBIIIAIOCH 3HAKOMOE pede3kaHue.
['oBopuiia kak Oyaro 6ada Kars ¢ ero ynuiisr:

— Thl 4€ Ha MaJBYOHKY-TO Op€lib, upoa! UE oH HarBO-
pWI-TO? — CPOCUJIA OHA U TOXE MPOCYHYJIA MOPIIMHUCTOE JIULIO
MeXy TIPYTheB PEIIETKU.

— Karaxkuna, He 10 1eds ceiluac, — pe3Ko OTBETWII el Js/s
Mumia.

Makc OXUBWJICA: UMEHHO TaKMM OBLIO HacTosIee M 0a0b!
Katu. OHa cama eMy pacckasbiBajia, Kak e€ ceMbsl repeexaiia u3
['epmanuu enié nepes BOMHOM, B KOTOPOW MOTHO ero rnpajaeayI-
ka. baba KaraxuHa ropopuiia, YT0 MECTHBIM OBLTO CJIOKHO BbI-
TOBOPUTH €€ MMsl, IOITOMY BCe MPUBBIKJIN Ha3biBaTh €€ Kars.
Tak 1 MoBeJyIoCh.

— Hey:xto Makcumka? Thl ero u3 BHIrpeOHOM SIMbI JOCTAT 4TO
Jb? — TIponosskaia qpedeskars Karaxkuna. — Yero oH Takoii 4y-
Ma3pln’?



— CXOICTBO KOHEUHO €CTh. — YCMEXHYJICS y4acTKOBbIM. — Ho
Obla OBl THI HE IIapJaTaHKa, camMa Obl YBHUENA, YTO 9TO HE OH.
Ja u ciona Obl He BepHYyJIach. Tak 4To 3aBTpa 0hOpMHUM U TeOst
10 MOJTHOM. §l mpenynpexaan, ene pa3 NnosBULIbCS Y MarasuHa
CO CBOMMHM KapTaMH, HAUHEIIb yPUTh JIIOACH — IMeHsIi Ha ceOs!

— A koueBana! Ho MeHs qyxu BEpHYJIH CI0Id, — HEBO3MYTHUMO
npousHecia Karaxuna. — Eie He 3Hato 3a4eMm, HO. ..

— CKaxu CBOMM JIyXaM CIIOKOMHOM Houn! MHe eleé mpoToKo
JIOTTpoca Ha Bac 00OMX MHCATh. . .

VY4acCTKOBBIY 3€BHYJI, pa3BEPHYJICA U 3alllaraj o KOpuaopy.

— A mory nokazarb! — KpukHyJI eMy Bciiea Makce. — Y Kciom
MenBeab Obl1, Mexanndeckuii! OH pblua, Korja 3a jamy aépra-
elb!

— Moxer, ené noMHMIIb, KaK B I71a3 ei IoHya?! — qoHec-
Jock U3 Kopugopa. — Celdyac OonATh HapyIlly YCTaB M HaBEIAlo
Me/iajield 3a METKOCTh, TaK YTO HE BCTAHEllb !

Makc cHuK | 3a0pajicst ¢ HoraMu Ha JiaBKy. He o Takom Bo3-
BpallleCHUM JOMOM OH MeuTasl. UM BCE ke, KTO 3aHsl ero Me-
cro? HaBepHoe, Makc ieficTBUTEIHHO cOeKall, U TOrJa ponuTe-
JI YCBIHOBMJIA KOTO-TO, OYeHb Ha Hero noxoxero? Her, He ObI-
BaeT Takoro cxoacrea! OH ke npsM Kak Om3Herr!

—u! — mennHyna KataxuHa 1 momaxaya eMmy Mex1y pyTheB.

CKBO3b IyTaBIIMECS MBICJIM OH HE Cpa3y yCblial e€. A eI
Xpan a1 Muim Ka3anoch coTpsicasl He TOJIbKO BO3/yX, HO U
creHbl. Bot 661 Makcy ero ymenwue obicTpo 3achinath! Korpa Ka-
Ta’kKMHA BHOBb MO3Baia ero, Makc yBU[el, YTO OHa KaK-TO BbI-



Opasiach Hapyy U JaBHO CTOUT Tiepesi ero KiIeTKor. Makc y3Hau
9Ty BBICOKYIO BBICOXIIYIO JKEHIIMHY C PACTPENaHHBIMU CEIbIMU
kocamu. Eil coBceM He HIEN CTapuyeCcKHUi TojIoc, XOTs JIMLO IO-
KPBIBAIU TJTyOOKHE MOPIIIUHBI.

— Tot Begp Makcumkn? 3a uto 1ebs1? — Cipocuia OHa, KyTa-
SICh B IIBETACTHIM IJIATOK M BIVIS/ABIBAsICh B MApHULIKY. — Paccka-
3bIBaM. . .

— Bo1 Mens y3Haéte? — OOpaoBaHHbIN, Makc MEeTHYJICA K pe-
HIETKE.

— Hy, TbI e Ha MOeH yJIMLE KUBELIb. . .

— Ara! A Bbl MOXETE BBIITYCTUTb MEHS?

— Ha moeli kieTke crapblil 3aMOK, €0 U HOI'TEM JIETKO OT-
KPbITh. A 'y TeOsl HOBBI, BOH KaKOH OJIeCTAIMIA. Y MeHs K HeMy
OTMBIYKH HET. ..

Karaxuna cena Ha 1on nepeq ero kamepou, 1 Makc nocneso-
BaJ1 €€ mpuMepy. XOTb KTO-TO €ro y3HaBaj U ObUT TOTOB BBICITY-
marb!

— YactuyHas aMHE3us1 TOUHO OBIBAET, — 3ayMYHBO IMPOTO-
Bopria KaraxuHa, BeICITyIIaB KOPOTKYIO UCTOPUIO €TI0 ITyTelle-
CTBHS Ha MIOMYTKAaX U3 Jieca Y MOJHOXbs TOpP, II€ OH OYHYJICH, A0
POZIHOTO cefia, Te €ro MeCTO 3aHsLT JBOMHUK. — VI Thl COBCEM He
MOMHMIIIb, KaK OKa3aJICs B TOM Jiecy?

Makc Tak CHUJIBHO 3aKMBaJ, YTO AAKE TOJI0BA 3aKPYKUIACh. A
Karaxuna npoposkaa 3a6paceiBaTh €ro BOIPOCAMMU:

— Torpga mouemy Thl yBEpeH, 4TO OTKy/a-TO cOexan’?

Maxc u3BEpHYJICA U BBICTABWII BIIEPE] HOTY.



— Yro 310?! — BocKk/MKHyJ1a KaTakvuHa, yCTaBUBILKCH Ha Ke-
JIe3HBIN OpacyeT ¢ OOPHIBKOM IIETIH.

— A Tak He BUAHO? — orpbI3HysIcs Makc.

— 41 He npo kene3Ky, JypauokK, — CHUCXOIUTEIbHO OTO3BAJIACh
Karaxuna. — I mpo Hagnwck Ha OpacreTe.

— A pa3Be 310 He y30p? — OKpyIJIvJI I1a3a Makc v Havaut pas-
IJISIIBIBATH BHIOUTHIE HA METJLIe CUMBOJIBI.

— I'ne-To s Takoe Bugena... — 3ayMunBo nmpodopmorana Ka-
TakrHa. — Emé Obl BCIIOMHUTS. . .

— A BBI [TOCTapanTeCh, — HACTOMYMBO ITpon3HEC Makc. — XoT4,
Ha OyKBBI 3TO HE MOXOXE. . .

KaTtaxxuHa 1IMKHYyJa Ha HEro M 3aTvxJia, IPUCITYIIUBAasCh K
BopYaHuio a1 Muiu. Korga oH cHOBa 3axpanesn, Npuilypu-
JIach M 3allenTaja:

— ymaenp, s 4YokHyTas crapyxa? Pa3 Tak, movay B CBOIO
KJIETKY, a TeOsi 3aBTpa OTBE3YT B JETCKUI JIOM, MJIM KaK TaM Ceii-
4yac 3TO Ha3bIBAETCH. ..

KaraxuHa caenana By, 4To cobupaeTcs Bctath, HO Makc eé
ocraHoBwI. OH cXBaTWJI €€ 3a PyKy W CKazal:

— 4 Bcerpa JioOMIT XOAUTH K BaM B TOCTH U CITYIIIATh CTPAIITHbIE
WCTOPUU MPO BCAKUX YYIUIL U BEIbM!

— Bot umenHo, uyau! 1 He mpocTo cka3ku Tede paccKasbl-
BaJia... — 3araJlouHoO IPOrOBOpPUJIA OHA M yKa3ajia Ha y30p, Bbl-
OuThIil Ha Opaciere. — DTa HAAMUCh CHAEJaHA HA SI3bIKE TOPHBIX
THOMOB!

— Yero?! — onemmn Makc.



OH, KOHEYHO, TIOMHUJI €€ CKa3K! O 3JI00HBIX TOPHBIX KHTE-
nax. Ho xorna Keomka packpbuia emy cekper, 4To B fena Mo-
pO3a MepeoJeBaeTCs €ro OTell, Kak Mocjie TOro MOXHO BEPUTH B
rHomoB? XoTs1 KaTakuHa He IIyTUT — BOH C KaKoW OOUJION IJIsI-
HyJIa Ha Hero!

— Xopot1o, g Beplo, — IpousHec Makc. — TobKO pacckaxure,
€CJIM YTO-TO 3HaeTe. ..

— 41 B neTcTBe, Korja kujia B HEMELKOU IepeBYIIKe, HaXOIua
TPOIIbI TOPHBIX THOMOB. A HEJJABHO y3HaJIa, YTO OHH JOOPAIUCh
10 Ypasbckux rop. Tsl Beb OTTya Iprexal Ha MOIMyTKax ?

— Pa3Be y Hac xuBYT THOMBI?

— Hy, ropsl TO 31€ch ectb! A moyemy rHOMOB He JOJKHO
OBITD?

Makc noxasn njaeyamu.

— 41 BcmomHMIIa, TAe BUjIEa TaKue MUChbMEeHa, Kak y TeOst Ha
Opacnere. Most Myaaiias cectpa 3MHanAa XpaHuia ooeper, Bbl-
IIUTHI THOMaMU. Y Heé JI04b HempeB30iiéHHast Beapma! MHue
JIO HEE. ..

— A BblL... BeibMa? — y Makca ax nepexBaTuiio JbIXaHue.

— A ThI elIE He TOoHsI, 32 4T0 MuIllKa MEeHsl YIEK B Kara-
Jaxkky? — yemexHysace Karaxuna. — Orosopwim MeHs. Komy-to
CJIMIIIKOM HIMPOKO OTKPbUIA I71a3a Ha MPABLY.

— 970 KaK?

Bmecto otBeta KaraxuHa 3apbuiach B CKJIQKH CBOero Oasa-
XOHA ¥ BBHITAIIWJIA CBEYKY M KOPOOOK. YMPKHYB CIIUYKOM, OHA
3aKIJ1a CBEUYKY, NTOKarajia BOCKOM Ha IOJT ¥ TPUKJIEWIA €€ repe



peméTkoit Makca.

— Tenepsp g 3HAI0, NOYEMY IyXU MPUBEIHA MEHS CIO[1a, — €/1Ba
3aMETHO YJIBIOHY/IACh OHa. — 3-3a Te6s1! OHM XOTe M, 4T00 5 Te-
Oe momorna. A TyT, Kak 5l BUXKY, 6€3 KOJIJIOBCTBA HE OOOUTHUCH. . .

BenpMma mpoBesia JiaJIoHbIo HaJl IJIaMeHeM 1 OBICTPO 3a00pMO-
Taja cebe MoJ HOC:

— OtkpsiBanTe, oTKpbiBaiTe! IIpoTB BoM, MpOTUB pasyma!
OTkpbiBaiiTe, OTKpbIBANTE !

Makc 3amep B oxuaanuu, a KataxuHa oropajia B3NS OT
CBEYKH M TIOCMOTpeJa Kak OyaTro ckBo3b Makca.

— ThI cuacTiBuMk! — OecHysa OHa rila3amu. — Peiko komy
ynae€rcs coexaTb U3 PyAHUKOB TOPHBIX THOMOB.

— Ho nouemy s1 HU4ero He MOMHIO?

— JIymaro, ThI 3a0bLJT BCE, KOT/Ia MEpeliarHysi Marndeckylo rpa-
HUILy. Tak THOMBI OXPaHSIOT CBOM CEKPETHI. .. CTPAHHO, UTO OHU
TeOs1 He TIPecie/IOBaIH. . .

¥V Makc nepexBaTuiio JIbIXaHUE, OH HEBOJIbHO OIVISIHYJICS, HO
3a CITIMHOM HUKOTO He ObLIO.

— 3HauuT, g KW nox 3emien’? — Makc 3amep, peacTaBuB
r1yOOKMe TEMHbIE TYHHENU. — BoauTenb (ypbl cKkazai, 4To MHE
TPUHA/LIATh. 3HAYUT, s TaM IIPOOBLIT CEMb JieT?

— Boixogur, Tax. ..

— Ho kak s Tyna nonan?

— [NonpoOyio y3HaTh. ..

KaraxuHa HECKOJIbKO pa3 MpoBeJia JIAJIOHbI0 Ha/l OTHEM, TIO-
MOPIIAJIACH, TOKaNA TyObl, CIOBHO YTO-TO MEMIANO i TOBO-



puth. Ho BCE ke npousHeca:

— Jlyx¥ TOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO y TeOs1 Ha TeJie JOJIKEH ObITh IpamM
OT yKyca.

— a, MeHs ykycuia coOaka as1u Muiiu, — BCoMHUI Makc.

Benpma 3aMoTasia roioBo# 1 ykazania ceOe Ha IIedo:

— BoT TyT, NONYyKpyr U3 IIECTU 3BE3J0UYEK.

Makc cnépnyn ¢ tieva ¢gpytoonky u mposepuii. benéceie Tou-
KM JEVICTBUTEJILHO MPOCTYMAIMN HA KOXKE.

— 9710 He cobaka. Tebe kak OyATO KJIEHMO IMOCTABUIIM pacKa-
JIEHHBIMU 3yOamMU, — HACTOPOXEHHO CKa3asa BempMa. E€ rmasa
OKPYIJIMIIUCh, U OHA MIENOTOM Jo0aBuiIa: — Takow cied ocTaB-
JISileT HeOObIYHASI HEYUCTb. . .

KaraxvHa BHOBb TOMOPIIUIIACH, TYOBI 32/IPOKAIH.

— Kakas cuibHasg marusi. O4eHb ApeBHsA U dyxas Jisl Me-
HA. ..

OHa neiTasiach TOBOPUTH, HO Kak OyITO HEBUIMMAs pyKa 3a-
KUMasa el por. BegpMa criiotHyna, motépna ropiao u mpooop-
MOTaJIa, 3aKaTbiBas rja3a:

— OHa BbICACBIBAET U3 MEHS CUJIBI. ..

— Kt0 MeHs ykycun? — BUEnuics B KeJle3Hble TpyThs Makc.

KaTtaxxuna notpsicia rosjaoBoid, NEPHYIACh, CIOBHO KTO-TO
TKHYJ €€ Tofl peOpo, u oOMsikIa. Makc MpoTsSHYIN K HEH pyKy,
NOTpsIC 3a Twiedo, Ho KaTtaxuHa 3aBamiuiack Ha 6ok. Torma Makc
CTaJl CTy4arhb 10 PeIIETKE U 3BaTh A0 Muity. Bckope COHHBIN
Y 3710l YYaCTKOBBII MOSIBUJICSI B KOPUJIOPE.

— Kak ona BeiOpasnacs?! — B3peBern OH.



[Ipomomxkasi BbIpaxarbCsi MaTOM, YYAaCTKOBBI Halllymnas
IYJIBC HA [IE€ BEJbMBI.

— Becripenien kakou-To, — KpsAXTEJ OH, 3aTACKUBasl BEIbMY B
KaMmepy. 3aTeM Y4acTKOBBIM 3aKpblUl 3aMOK M NpUrpo3ui Mak-
cy: — Emg pa3 BsikHenb — s 3a ceOsi He pyvaioch!

Makc 3a0m1Cs B yrOJ1, MBITasiCh BCNOMHUTD XOTh YTO-TO U3 T€X
CEMM JIET, KOTOpBIE, IO CJIOBAM BE/IbMBI, OH IPOXKWJI B PyJAHUKAX
TOpHBIX THOMOB. Bepuiiock ¢ TpyaoM, HO OTKy/a €My 3HaTh, YTO
ux He cymiectByer? la u Karaxkuna Bemana oueHb yx yoemau-
TEJIbHO — TOJIBKO HE CKa3aJla CaMoro IJIaBHOTO.

keksk

Makcy HUKaK He yaaBajoch 3acHyTb. OH MOTepsi CUET Bpe-
MEHM U HE 3HaJI, HACTYNWIO JIM YTPO, HO CUJETh U XJaTh UH-
CIIEKTOpa M3 Topofa He xoTesnoch. OH mogodpascs K pemeTke u
no3Bai Karaxuny. CHauasia TMX0, TOTOM rpoMye, HO TaK, YTOObI
He pa30yauTh ydacTkoBoro. [locielimanock nrypiianue, a 3ateM
Y TOJIOC BE/IbMBI:

— 51 He pasrszgena, KTo Te0st yKyCHIL. ..

— Kakas pasnuna, kto? MHe Obl BLIOpaThCSl OTCIOAIA.

KaTaxuHa 3amMoTajia rojioBoii:

— Tol pa3Be He MoHKUMaellIb. TBOW YKYC KaK-TO CBSI3aH C TEM,
YTO Thl TPOXKWI B PyAHUKAX CEMb JieT!

— 4 ceryac xo4y TOJIBKO OJHOTO — IOKa3aTh POJUTENSAM, UTO
UX ChIH — !

— 3abbL1, uTO ceroHst TeOs1 yBe3yT B ropoa?

— 51 Bc€ paBHO cOery u BEpHYCb.



— U kax Tl cOOMpaenibcst 3TO ClieNaTh?

Makc 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO TOTOB CaM BITUThCSI 3yOaMU B TOPJIO
nBoriHMKa. Koria oH cHoBa BEpHETCS, TO IPUXBATHT C COOOM yiKe
HE TYIOW KYXOHHBII HOX. TeM BpeMeHeM BejibMa CHOBa BbhIOpa-
Jach u3 KJeTku. OHa NpoCyHyJia JUIMHHBIE PYKU MEX/1Y ITPYTHEB
Y B3sJ1a Xy[I0€, Yyma3oe Mo Makca B CBOU JIaJIOHHU.

— JloragplBaroch, 0 4EM ymaelliib. — E€ y4acT/IMBbIN rojI0C Bbl-
JepHys1 Makca u3 MpayHbIx Mblciied. — Ho roka Thl He OMMENIb,
KTO TBOW MPOTUBHUK — ThI OeccuieH !

— O yém BbI?

— 41 06 ykyce Ha TBOEM Iuieue. Hajgo y3HaTh, 3Ta JIM HEXUTD
OTIpaBuiia Te0si K TOPHBIM THOMaM.

— Ho BBl Beib HUYEro He YBUJIEH, — pactepsiicsa Makc.

— Hamo T1ebs BeITanmmrth, — KarakmHa BHOBb 3apbuiach B
CKJIaJIKax OajaxoHa B TIOMCKaX OTMBIYKH, HO HUYETrO MOIXOMs-
niero He Hauuia. — Hagerocs, Hall TIOpEMIIMK KPENKo cruT. S
MorJ1a Obl TIOUCKATh KJTI0Y OT TBOEH KJIETKHU. . .

B kopuaope nocaplavcy mard U KpAXTeHue I Mulim.
Beapma MeTHysach B CBOIO KaMmepy, a Makc Jaxe He B3IVISHYJ
Ha ydactkoBoro. OH oOnyMbiBai miiaH. Maeu nodera BepTenuch
y Hero B rojioBe. Ho kakast u3 Hux cpadboraer?

— «BobuK» CKOpO MoIbeeT, — COOOIIII s Muima u 3arpe-
Mel Kioyamu. — Hajo 1ebst erié 1onpocurs.

Makc 1marnyJ1 Ha3aj — CaJIuThCs B «O0OMK» TI0 CBOEH BOJIE OH
HE CTaHEeT. YUYaCTKOBBIM MPOBEPHY KJIIOU B CKB)XUHE U XOTeEl
BeITyCcTUTh Makca. Ho eaBa ckpuriHyna pemerka, ToT CO BCer



CHIIBI OpOCHIICS Ha He€ W BBICKOUMIT U3 KJeTKu. saasa Mumma ¢
IPOMKHUMU PyraTejbCTBaMu NOBAIMJICA Ha noil. KaTaxkuHa Toxe
HE pacTepsiyiach, OHA MPUJIOKIIIA YYACTKOBOTO OTK PhIBAIOLIEHCS
pemeTkoit. s Muiiia B Heslernon no3e pacTsiHyJ/Ics Ha MoIy.

— M1, MOMOTH MHe! — KpUKHYJIA OHa B cJiefl yoeraomemy Mak-
cy.

Tot pa3BepHyJCsS M 3aMep Ha MecCTe.

— Ml ero...?! — He goroBopu Makc 1 OCTOPOKHO MOIOIIEN
K YYaCTKOBOMY.

BaBoém OHM 3aBOJIOKJIA Yy4aCTKOBOI'O B KAMEPY Y 3aKPbLIM HA
3aMOK.

Makc nomuascsi o Kopuopy. B komHare eKypHOro Muju-
LIMOHEpa, rae crai Aand Muia, u3 3apemeyeHHbIX OKOH CTpy-
WJICSl YTPEHHUM CBET M CJIeNWI I1a3a. Makc NpuIypuics, YBU-
JIeJ1 IBepb U TOJIKHYJ €€ TIe4oM — 3arepTo. Makc ormsiencs B
MOKCKaxX KJIl0Ya — HaBepHsiKa B kKapMaHe y dsaau Muiiu!

— Te6e kanerr, manad! 1 tebe mommodast BegpMa! — mporpe-
MeJ ToJIOC YYacTKOBOIO, U3 KaMmepsl. — Jlydmie croute, riue cTo-
ure!

Makc B3ApOrHyJ1 ¥ CHOBa TOJKHYJI ABEPb. 3BSAKHYJI KJII0OY — OH
TOpYas U3 3aMOYHON CKBaXUMHbL. Makc KpyTaHyJ1 KJII04, U ABEPb
OTKPBLIACh.

skkk

BriOesxaB u3 yyacTka, OH IJIsIHYI 1o cTopoHaM. Ero nqom cro-
st Ha coceniHet yiumte. Ho Ge3omachHee Ob110 100eXarh 1o Oro-
ponam. EnBa oH pUTOTOBUJICS TIEPEMAXHYTh Yepe3 3a00p, ero



ocraHoBujia Kataxuna.

— Y Hac ecTb HEMHOI'O BpEMEHH, [OKA U3 TOpOJia HE MPUIIUTIOT
MalllMHY, — CKa3aia oHa. — Miaém ko MHe.

— Ho s nomxen yBuaets poaurteneil! — Hacrauain Makc.

— OHU He y3HaT TeOs1, — MATKO caaBuia ero tuiedo Karaxu-
Ha.

— [lotomy, 4TO 5 BBIVISIKY cTapiie?

— Her...

— W nouemy xe? — 03aJa4eHHO IIsIHYJ1 Ha He€ Makc.

— Tebe HyXeH 1UIaH, — BMECTO OTBETa cKa3asia OHa U HaCTOM-
YUBO JIEPHYJIA €ro 3a pyKaB. — [TongeM. ..

Makc HIMBITHYJT HOCOM M HEXOTsI 3alliaraji 3a BeIbMOM.

KaraxwuHa criemmsna, Kak MOrja, HO B €€ IOYTEHHOM BO3pacTte
JajieKko He nooeraeliib. Makc 3T0 IOHUMAJI, HO BeCh U3BEJICS, 10-
Ka OHM JoOpaymch 1o e€ jjoma. OH BCIO IOpOry TOIIIS/IbIBAT HA
cBoi1, o Homepom 17. Ero 1BOMHUK ceillyac TaMm CIIUT, B €ro
KOMHATe, Ha ero KpoBaru!

Hakoner1 oHr 1oO6pasich 10 HY)KHOW KaTMTKH. Makc 3aMeTHT
r1yOOKMe TPEIHBI Ha MOOEIEHHBIX CTeHAaX JIOMa, a KOTIa-T0 OH
MOMOTaJl XO3s1Ke UX 3amMa3biBaTh. HO € TeX 1op 04eBUIHO HUKTO
K HUM He nputparuBayicss. CAMBOJIMYHO, Ha TaOJIMUIKe, MPUOH-
TOHM K 3aCHKeHHOMY royOsiMU KapHU3Y, 3HaumIach nudpa 13.
Orpaja 3apociia pernerHUKOM, HO COXPaHUJIach y3Kasi TPOIUHKA,
KOTOpYI0 OH BMecTe ¢ KaTaskuHoit noceina 3010i. OHY NpoIiiu
O TPOIIE U, IOBEPHYB 3a YIJIOM J0Ma Ha MpaBo, OKA3AJIUCh I1e-
pen kpbeuUiblioM. [IBepp KartaxkuHa HHMKOra He 3anupaia, Kak v



BCE paJIbHUKOBCKHME. BOT 1 cefiuac Ha Hel He ObUIO 3aMKa, TOJb-
KO CTBOPKA Ha TMETII0 HAKWHYTA, 4TOO 3HAJM, YTO JOMa HUKOTO
HeT. Benpma nponycruiia Makca B IoM U PEAYCMOTPUTEIBHO
3aKpblIach Ha KPIOYOK.

B koMmHare, rae oHa yrolujaia ero 4yaem, rnaxJio He BhIIIEUKON
Y apOMaTHBIMU TPAaBAMM, a MbIIIaMU. Makc Jaxe TOMOPIIUJICS.

«Kak TyT cTajo cbIpo 1 XOJIOJHO, — AyMaJl OH, [JIsi/is1 HA TIeYb,
13 KOTOPOM BBIBAJIMJIOCh HECKOJIBKO KUPITAYE».

Ha crenax, ocoOeHHO B yriiax, pa3pociach 4YépHasi IjIeCeHb.
IoBcrony crosii BEIpa U KacTpIoyId, U B HUX Kamazia Boja. [1o
KENTHIM MATHAM Ha MOTOJIKe Makc orajiajcs, 4To Kpbiia 6e3-
HaJIEXHO MPOTEKAET.

— 4 Tyt penko ObiBalo, — MaxHyJsa pykoi Karaxuna. — To mo
Marm4ecKuM MEeCTaM XOXY, TO JIEYy XBOPU B COCETHUX CENaX. ..

— A MbI 3a4eM crofa MUK 7 — HETEPIEIUBO crpocui Makc.

— YT006 y3HaTh MpaBay. A Hy-Ka none3ail Ha 1mkad, — Benena
Karaxuna. — Knura y menst Tam nomksaa Oeith. Cepast Takasi ¢
OTOPBaHHBIM KOPEIIKOM.

Makc nojictaBui1 K pe3Homy 1kadgy TadypeT U 3ajie3 Ha Hero.
TaOypeT MoCKpUMbIBaII ¥ TIOMIATHIBAJICS, TOTO U TSI Pa3BAIUT-
cs moj Horamu. Makc yxBaTuJcs 3a Kpai 1mkadga 1 Hadasa pas-
rpe0arthb 3aBaJibl HABepXy. TaM B IbUIM 1 MIAYTHHE JieKaja BCKast
BCSYMHA, OT HepaOOTAIOIIEro paguonpuéMHIKA 10 CMOTAHHBIX
BEpEBKOW KOpeHbeB. HUuero noxoxero Ha KHUTy OH HE 3aMEeTHII.

— Ona To4HO TyT? — yTOuHMI Makc, 3a4MxaB OT IIbLIN.

Karaxuna He oTBeTMIIA. 3aTO U3 COCEJHEW KOMHATHI CIIbIIa-



JIOCh KaK OyITO IypIIaHUE JIMCThEB, BIEPEMENIKY C BOpYaHUEM
BeJbMbl. Makc rpoMue MoBTOPUII CBOM BOMPOC.

— He moub xe e€ chena, uim gyuiie, — oro3Bajiach Kartaxuna.

— 51 O6b1 He ynuBuMIICs, — MpoOypuas Makc ¥ yBUJIENT MO JIbI-
CEIOIIIeH JIMChell MAanKor KOPOOKY KOH(eT.

JIByms1 asibiiaMu, 94T00 He paciyraTh MOJIb JOE/IAIONIYIO MeX,
OH yOpaJl anKy ¥ MPUOTKPbLT KOPOOKY. OH U He HaJesisIcs Haii-
TH TaM KOH(eThl. BMecTo HUX TaM Jiexkasia MOTpENnaHasi KHUra.
ITo onucanmio KaraxxuHsl — Ta camasl.

— Hamén! — rpomko coobnmm Makc u eaBa He CBaIMICS C
Talypera.

Karaxxuna ¢ JpIMsIIImMcs KOTEJIKOM BBIIIIa U3 KOMHAThI U TO-
CTaBWJIA €r0 Ha JEPEBSHHBIN CTON Y OKHA.

— [ogplmm moka 3TUM JBIMOM, a S TIOJIUCTAI0 KHUTY CECTPBI.
OHa BCE croa co CJIOB MaTepu 3alvchiBajIa.

Makc HaCTOpPOkKEHHO MOAOIIEN K CTONY U MpUHIOXascs. [IpiM
OKa3aJIcs eKMM, KaK JKKEHas Bara.

— 3aueM 3T0? — OTOABUHYJICS OT KOTeJKa Makc 1 KaluisHyJI.

— INotom cnacu6o ckaxeb, — MOTEpia Jagomku Karaxkuna
Y pacKpblia Ha CTOJIE KHUTY.

Makc HexoTs1 CyHyJ1 HOC B 00JIAUKO JIbIMa U OCTOPOXKHO BJIOX-
HyJ1. V3 a3 MUroM MoKaTuinch Cie3bl. [IpIM 3amiekoran ropio
U JIETKHUE.

— DTO TOYHO Ha/I0? — He paszfieruisis 1Jla3, MPOCTOHAJ OH.

— Meunslie 6ostai, OOJIbIIE BIBIXAM. ..

Makc cxaJl Kylaku Y BTSIHYJI HO3APSMH HOBYIO TIOPLMIO JIbl-



Ma. A TOT Kak Oy/ITO MOMIEN He B JIETKUE, a B TOJIOBY. Makcy 1o-
Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO JIbIM CEMYac BbUIETUT Y HETO U3 YIIEH.

«He yBepeH, urto 310 6e3omnacHo. Eciv 3a/10XHYCh, HUKTO Me-
Hsl UCKaTh HE CTAHET, — MOJyMaJl OH».

Tak X0Tesnoch OTOABUHYTH KOTEJIOK U BHIOEKATh HA YIIUILY, HO
Makc nepecuinn xkenanue. OH BAbIXaJ CIE30TOUYMBBIU IbIM CHO-
Ba ¥ cHOBA. C Kaxk/IbIM BJJOXOM B I'OJIOBE CJIOBHO HA4aJIU MEpeKa-
THIBAThCS MAPUKU. OHU 3BOHKO CTy4Yasu JPYT 00 Ipyra U CKBO3b
TYMaH CTaJId IPOCTYIaTh OOPBIBKM BOCTIOMUHAHUH.

Makc yBuaen o4yepraHusi NEIIEpbl, OCBEIIEHHON CHUSIONIN-
MU KpHCTA/UITAaMH. 3aMeJIbKaid 3JI00HBbIC JIUIA TOPHBIX KUTE-
Jiei, CIIOBHO BbIpyOJieHHble n3 KamHs. OHu ObLTH HUKe Makca, ¢
KPYIJIBIMU TOJIOBaMU, B/ABJICHHBIMU B IJIEUH, a B TSKEIBIX PY-
ynIax — €Tk, Kak sxe eMy X0Tenoch 3ayCTUTh B HUX OYJTbIK-
HUKOM! A TOTOM yBHJIEN OOBaJl B IIAXTE M KYCOK CKaJibl, pa3-
OuBIIMIA ero 11emb. Toraa oH pemmics coexarb, BeJJb 9Ta MbICIb
Obu1a ¢ HUM Beera. OH MHOTO pa3 MPOIyMBbIBA IJ1aH, 3aIIOMHU-
HaJl pacrlojiokKEeHUE TYHHEJIEH, IJIe HAXOATCSA BBIXOJbl U3 HUX.
[MoaroBapuBai MajabuUIIEK, KOTOPbIE BMECTE C HUM TPYAWIUChH
B maxte. Ho oOBas Bc€ permi. OH cilyuniicsi HA TOM CaMOM Me-
cre, rje He ObUIOo OXpaHbl. Makc B MeIbYaMIIUX MOIAPOOHOCTSIX
BCIIOMHWJI, KaK BOCIOJIb30BAJICSI TAHUKOU IPYTHX JETEN U I0PK-
HYJ1 B OOKOBOI TOHHEJb. Ero HUKTO He 3aMeTu1 1 He Tpecyieo-
BaJl.

Korpa Bunenus paccesiich, Makc npoTep ria3a u HoCMOTpPeT
Ha KaTtaxuny.



— Hy, kak, namsTb-TO XOTb POSICHWIIACH ? — C yYACTUEM CIIPO-
CWJIA OHa.

Ho BmecTo He€ nepen MakcoM ObLT TOIBKO Pa3MBITHIN CHITYIT.

— 51 Hu4ero He BUKY, — JPOTHYBLIMM I'OJIOCOM IIPOTOBOPUII
OH.

— HagepHo nepebopimia ¢ TpaBKamu, — MOXaja IiedaMu
oHa. — Ho nHaue ¢ rHoMbel Marueu He CIpaBUTHCS. . .

— S ocnen?! — BockyMKHY1 Makc 1 nomarHyscs.

KaraskiHa MArko B3siia €ro 3a Iieyo M ycaauia Ha Tadyper.

— Ilorepnu HEMHOTO, MYCTh AEUCTBUE TPAB MPOUIET, — CIIO-
KOMHO OTBETWJIa OHA U MOMJIA/IAJIA €r0 0 CIUHE. — Thl XOTh UTO-
TO BCIOMHUJT?

— Bcé Bcnomawn! — kuBas npomentan Makc.

— Cormnacuce, yx Jiydiie TVIOXMe BOCIIOMUHAHUS, YeM HHUKa-
KMX... Pacckaxemn?

Karaxxuna 3amepra B oxxuaHuu, a Makc HaOpaJl noOosblie
BO3/1yXa B JIETKWE U PAJOCTHO 3aTapaTOpuII:

— 4 Bcomuwm, Kak coOexan! Tam Obl1 00BaJ, U OrPOMHBIN
KaMeHb NepeOul MHE 11eTlb, a TOTOM. . .

— Hy, BoTr u cnaBHO! — noxJjonana ero o ruedy Karaxuna
Y HalIOMHWJIa TIPO MAaILIMHY, KOTOpasi HAaBEpHO Y:Ke MpHUexasa u3
ropoja, a MAJMIIMOHEPHI BBITYCTUIM YYaCTKOBOTO U3 KJIETKU.

— ToI Jydine ckaxu, BCOOMHIJ JIX THI TOTO, KTO OTAAJ TeOst
T'OPHBIM THOMaM? — CIIPOCHJIA OHa.

Makc nomnsITajcs Hanpsiyb HaMsTh, HO UMEHHO 3TO COObITHE
Kak OyaTo KTo-To cTép. OH OrOopu€HHO B3JOXHYJI, a BeIbMa KOC-



HYJIACh €r0 PyKU 1 00OAPSIOIIe CKa3aa:

— 3aT0, s KOe-4YTO Halula B 3alMUCIX CECTphl. SI-TO MaTepuH-
CKM€ paccKasbl CIylllaja, a OHa BCE 3amuchiBaia. A Kak yexaa
B IOpoJl, TaK U OCTaBWJIA MHE 3Ty KHUTrYy. TyT 31Ha onuchiBaeT
paHbl OT HEKUTH, U Ja)Ke PUCYHKHU cliesana. Bor mocmotpu, eciu
3peHUE MTPOSICHUIIOCh.

Makc misiHyn B KHUATY. CTpOUYKM €Il€ pacIlyIbIBAIMCh, HO Ha
KApTUHKE OH Pa3MIsfen YKYC, OXOXHI Ha TOT, YTO OCTAJICS Ha
€ro IJieyve.

— A TYT HaIMCaHO, KTO TaK Kycaercs? — C HeTEPIEeHUEM CIpO-
CWJI OH Y HAXMYPUJICSL.

— Jla. Tako#i crnen octaérces ot 3yOoB rpyaraxal

— A K10 3107 — Hactopoxuics Makc.

— Tort, Xoro cefiyac Ha3pIBAIOT TBOUM VMEHEM. . .

— OH ke OOBIYHBIN MAJIbYHIK. ..

— Her. Tyt Hanucano, oH Bpozie nogmensiiia. Tosbko rpyarax
HE JISTEHBIII HEUYMCTH, KOTOPOTrO MOAOPOCHIIM B KOJIBIOETh BME-
CTO HacroAmero miaaeHna. OH cam 3o cuenadn!

— Ho 3aueM OH Tak mocTynui co MHOM? — BOCKJIMKHYJI Makc,
€ro pyKH 3a/IpoXka’ji, a B 1a3zax 3abecTenu Cle3bl.

KaTaxuHa BHOBB NOIIa/1MjIa €ro 1O CIMHE U cKa3asa:

— Crpocuriib y Hero cam, Korya Oy/ielin roToB.

Makc cyHy1 pyKy B KapMmaH, HO YKPaJIEHHOrO HOXa TaM He
0Ka3aJioCh.

— f 3acraBimio ero ckazars npasjy ! — CKBO3b 3yObl IPOTOBOPHIIT
Makc. — U BepHy ceOe poaurereii!



— YT00 coBnagark C rpyaraxom, Hajio 3HaTh, KTO OH Takou! —
TMOMBITAJIACHh YCIIOKOUTD ero KataxuHa.

— 4 yxe 3Ha10, KTO OH!

— Her He 3Haenb, — nojoxuia nepej HUIM KHUTY BebMa U
TKHYJIa NAJbLEM B CTpaHully. — ['pyaraxu paHbliie XUIM TOJb-
ko B Upnanauu. Ho marymika ropopusia, 4to OHE JOOPAJIHChH 10
HEMEIIKUX JIEpeBeHb. A Terepb, Kak U THOMbI, 0OOCHOBAJIUCH B
9THUX 3eMJIsIX. MIX Marus dysxas 3/1€1IHEN HEXXUTH, OHU ke He
BUJSAT APYT Apyra. BOT HUKTO UX ¥ HE OCTaHABJIUBAET.

— 41 ocranoBmoO! — cockoum ¢ Tabypera Maxc.

— ThI 5xe He 3Haelllb, KaK 3TO C/IeaTh, JyPayvoK !

— A BbI 3Haete?

— Cuau v ciymaii BHUMaTesbHO. ['pyaraxu, korma mpooupa-
I0TCSI B JIOM, OHM OOBIYHO... ChEJAIOT MIIAJICHIIEB, a JIETel I0-
CTapIle OTAAI0T HeKUTH, — KaTakrHa TSKeJo B3I0XHYJA, COUYB-
CTBEHHO IIsiHyJIa Ha Makca 1 fo6aBuia: — A 3TOT rpyarax noj-
Opocuit TeOs1 BO BlIaJieHHsi TOpHBIX THOMOM. OTKyJa He BO3Bpa-
HIAIOTCA. .. 32 PEIKUM UCKIIIOUEHUEM.

Makc ciymali, a caM BbICMAaTpyuBaJl Cpelld 3aBajla Ha CTOJe
HOX UM XOTs1 Obl BUJIKY. Ho cpeau éMkocTeii ¢ BOoM, Iy4YKOB
3aCOXIIIeN TpaBbl U MOJICBEYHUKOB C OIUIBIBIIMMU CBEYaMU HU-
Jero MoaXofsIero He 3ametwi. KaraxuHa 3amonmyana, 3a0paia
KHUTY U CTaJjla BOOUTb MaJbLIEM MO CTPOYKAM, IIIerya YTO-TO Ce-
Oe 1o HOC.

— Yro tam emg HarmicaHo? Kak ero mo0eauTh? — HEPBHO TIO-
KyChbIBasi TyObI cripocuii Makc.



— Iotepnu, 5 % C TOM BOMHBI TOJIBKO TPU KJlacca 3aKOHYMJIA,
YHTAIO TUIOXO. .. A, emE U KapaKy/Il CECTPhl pa3oupaTh. ..

Makc Beptest rojioBoit, bapaGaHU/I aJblIaMH TI0 CTOJTY U 3a-
MEp, KOrZla B OKHE MeJIbKHYJ/1a TeHb. OH LIy pUJICH, MBITAsICh pa3-
[JIS1A€Th, HO BUAEJ TO JIyUllle, TO XY:Ke, OUepTaHusl IEPEBLEB U 3a-
pOCHIEr0 Oropojia PaCIUIBIBAIUCH. [locaplaivch TKETbIE 11a-
I'M BO3jie JoMa. Makc cxkaincsi B KoMOK. HaBepHsika 310 nsiist
Muma! U ceiiuac on BopBeTcs ciona! Kyna 6exars? CKpunHyIu
CTYNEHbKU KpbUIblia. KTO-TO € cuiloil A€pHYI ABEPHYIO PYUKY, a
3aT€M TPECHYJI IO JBEPH KYTAKOM.

— OtkpbiBal, Begpma! MIHaue BoIHECY IBEpPh! — TporpemMent ro-
JIOC YYaCTKOBOTO.

Makc nockouni ¢ Tabypera. A KarakuHa Buenuiaach emy B
PYKY.

— I'pyarax nmpuHMMaeT OOJMK TOTO, Ybl0 KPOBb BBHICACHIBACT
IIPU YKYCe, — TOPOILJIMBO 3arOBOPUJIa OHA. — A elI€ OH HaBOAUT
MOpPOK Ha pomureseid. [ToaTomy, oHu TeOs1 1 He y3HAIoT!

— Hy, u yT0 %€ MHe nenath!? — B3BU3rHy/1 Makc.

OH o3upasics Ha COTPACAONIYIOCS ABEPh U UyBCTBOBAJ, UTO
Cep/lie BOT-BOT BBIIPBITHET U3 TPYIU.

— YTOOBI CHATH Yaphl rpyaraxa, Thl JIOJKEH 3aCTaBUTh €T0 YKY-
cHTh TeOs!

— Yero?! YroObl OH OMSAThH BIOKMJICS B MEHS KJIbIKAM# ?!

Makc apoxai u nbITajcs BRICBOOOAUTH CBOIO pyKy, HO Kara-
JKMHA KPETKO C:KMMaJla ero 3arsicTbe.

— Jla, — 3asBuna BeapMa. — Korga yactruka te0s BHOBB ITOMIa-



JET B HETO, TOrJja Marus rpyaraxa pacceercs!

— Epynna kakad-10, — mpoBopyail Makc 1 B3ApOrHyJ1 ot oue-
PEIHOro yaapa B JBEPb.

Karaxuna BbinycTiiia pyky Makca 1 METHyJ1ach K NEYKe.

— A, Hy-Ka [IOMOT' MHE, — BeJieJIa OHa, OTO/IBUTAsl 3aCTIOHKY. —
[lone3zait Tyna!

Karsaxuna notsanyiia ero 3a pykas, a Makc nepeaepHy. 1ie-
YyaMH, PeICTaBUB, KaK TaM TEMHO U rpsi3Ho. Torna Begpma noj-
TOJIKHYJIA €r0 B CIIUHY. Makc ynupascsi, HO TPECK JABEPHBIX J10-
COK 3acTaBuJI ero nepeaymarb. OH U30THYJICA U TIOJIE3 B I1€Yb.

— W 310 em€ He BeE, — 3amentana Karaxuza, nomoras emy
npsaTarbesi. — Thl IOJKEH CheCTb BeJJbMUH KOpPEHb, YTOOBI €ro
COKM CMEIIAJIUCh C TBOMMHU U MPU YKYyCe NoNayiy B rpyaraxa!

— Yro 3a BenpbMuH KopeHb Takor? U rue ero uckarts? — caas-
JICHHBIM I'OJIOCOM CIIPOCUJI Makc, BHICYHYB I'OJIOBY U3 TIEUH.

KaTaxuHa cyHys1a eMy B PyKy BbIPBaHHBIW JIUCTOK W3 KHUTH
Y CKa3aJja, 3aKpbIBasi 3aCJIOHKY:

— Kopenb 3T0T OYeHb KOBapeH. ...

Omna He goroBopuiia, A48 Mu1ia Tak yiapwui B IBEPb, UTO XK
CTEHBI 3aPOKAIH.

— Ilpekparu, okassHHBIN! — 3akpuyana Begpma. — [IpaBa He
MMeelb 0e3 MpHKa3a HavyaJIbCTBA JBEPH MHE BBIHOCUTb.

— 4 TyT HavanbCcTBO! — MpOpBIYaAT OH. — A, Hy, OTKpbIBaii!

KaTaxxuHa cHs1a KpIoYOK M 3aCEMEHMWIIA K paCKPbITOM Ha CTO-
Jie KHUTeE.

— I'ne manan? — marnyB yepe3 nopor, CIpOCHII y4aCTKOBBIN.



— Jlaneko yxe, — CHOKOMHO oTBeTW/Ia KaraxkuHa v nepenuct-
HyJIa CTpaHuLly. — 5l emy JeHer jajna Ha JA0pory.

— Tak s TeOe 1 MOBepwJI, Be[lbMa, — MPOIEAN YIACTKOBBIMH,
3bIpKasi BO BCE YIJIbI.

— Jlymaernib, B IEUYKe €ro UCIEKIa U cbenna? — XMbIKHYI1a Ka-
TaKUHA. — A ThI IJISIHb, MOX TaM KOCTOUYKH €0 OCTAJIKCh. . .

Makc 3amep, misijis B IENKY, U TIEPeCTal AblaTh, IYyBCTBYS,
KaK y Hero ocraHasiuBaeTcs cepaue. OH crblai, Kak psaaoM
CKPUIISAT MOJIOBULIBI IO/ TSKENBIMU 11IATaMU y4acTKOBOro. s
Muiia 060mEN KOMHATY, 3arJISTHYJ B COCETHIO M CKa3al:

— Yero konpoBana tyr? Ot yero 3amamok? TpaBkoil Gary-
enibcsi? 3a 3T0 XOPOIIUI CPOK JIAIOT. ..

— BenpMuH KOpeHb KIJIa, — KaKk HU B YEM He ObIBAJIO 3aroBO-
pwia Karaxuna. — Belkonasna Ha 3aiHEM JBOpE U XOTeNa OTBap
NPUTOTOBUTH. ThI X KaK OBJIOBEJ — YEJIOBEKOM TepecTa ObITb.
Toro u msaau Kycarbesi HAYHENIb. S1 ObI OTBAp BbINKIIA, ThI ObI
MeHS YKYCHJI, TYT U Yapbl Obl pacCesTHCh. ..

— Y0 3a aXMHEIO Thl HECEIIb! — MPOBOPYAJ YYACTKOBBIN, 3a-
TJISABIBAS TIO KPOBATh.

— Jlns1 koro Open, a AJist KOro — puck Besimkuii! BenqpMuH Ko-
PEHb-TO U KU3HU JIMIIUTh MOXET, €CJIU, KaK BBINbIO OTBAP,  Thl
MeHS$1 0 TIOJYHOUU HE YKYCHIIIb.

— 3a pemiéTkoii Oyaelb CKa3Ku CBOM paccKa3blBaTh, — HAMpa-
BUJICS K JIBEPU yUYaCTKOBBbIM. — MIEM B y4acTOK, IPOTOKOJ J10-
poca COCTaBJIIo.

KaTaxuHa nociynHo 3akpbula KHATY U 3aCEMEHWIIA 34 HUM,



OIJISI/IBIBASICh HA 11€Yb.

— A ropozackue-To nmpuexaum?

— be3 Hux pazbdepych, — MaxHyJI PyKOH y4acTKOBBIN U J100a-
BUJ y ABEpU: — 3ps Thl NallaHa oTmycTuiIa. Jlymato, 310 TBOM CO-
cell nmocrapacs... ToNbKO MPU3HABATHCS HE XOYET, UTO Y HEro
el ChlH Ha CTOPOHE €CTh. Thl M CaMa 3aMETWIa, KaK IalaHbl
TIOXOXH. . .

Makc enBa caepikaiicsi, 4ToO He BBUIE3TH U3 TIEUH, OH Jaxke
asepny npuotkpbul. Ho Karaxuna norposuia emy najslieM U
BBIIILIA HA YUY BCJe 3a asaed Muien.

keksk

EnBa rosnoca 3a KpbUIbLIOM CTUXJIM, Makc BbIOpascs U3 re-
yn. CTpsXHYB ¢ ceOsl 30Ty, OH pa3BepHYJI CTPAHUILY U3 KHUTH.
Ha pucyHnke oH yBUJIeN TpaBy MOXOXKYIO HA KPANUBY — TaKKe ke
BBITSIHYTBIC JIUCThSI C 3a3yOpuHaMU Ha Kpaio. TOIbKO KOpeHb Y
He€ u3BUBaAJICA Oeroid 3Meeil. Makc cMekHyJ1, uto Kartaxuna nis
HEro 3aBeJjia pa3roBop ¢ jasjen Muinent npo oreap. Tenepb oH
XOTs1 OBl 3HAET, YTO HE HAJ0 OPOTUTH TIO JIECY B IMOKMCKAX ITO-
o 4y/io-pacteHust. BoT TOJIBKO ObI OHO TOYHO POCIIO Ha 33JHEM
JBOpE.

MakcuM BBITJISIHYJI 32 IBEPb — B Orpajie nepes 10MOM HUKO-
IO — TOJIbKO BETEeP KOJIBIIINUT JIUCThs perneiHuka. [IpurnyBimch
Y BTSIHYB TOJIOBY B IUIeUd, Makc MPOIIMBITHYJI IO TPOITUHKE K
3a00py, pa3zensioeMy orpaay Ha MepeaHudl U 3aJHUH JBOD.
Cpasy 3a 3a00pOM BO3BBIIIAJICS XOJIM, 3aChINIAHHBIN COJIOMOH, Ha
€ro BepIIMHE TeMHeJa KPBIIIKa OT rmorpeda.



«OTTyaa gaxe Hall Oropoji BUAHO, — BCIOMHWII Makc».

OH ¢ TpyZIoM yziepkaJics OT KeJIaHWS 3aJIe3Th HaBEPX U MOHa-
Oo1aTh 32 CBOMM JIOMOM. Makc ocMOTpeJicsi, XOJIM 0O0CTyTaiu
TOJIBKO MOKENTEBIINE KJIEHBI. HUUEro noxoxero Ha Kpanusy TyT
He pocyio. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 00OIIEN BOKPYT Morpeda, TSKeo
B3JIOXHYJI X BCE ke MOJHSJICA IO MOJIOIOMY CKJIOHY xonma. OH
HE PUCKHYJI BCTaTh B MOJIHBIA POCT M C MOHMKUIMMHU IUIEYaMHU
IUTIOXHYJICSI Ha KPBILIKY norpeda, oOuTylo KiIe€Hkoi. Make fo-
CTaJ1 U3 KapMaHa NOMSTBIN JIUCT C PUCYHKOM BEIbMUHOTO KOPHS.

«MozkeT MHE IOKa3aJI0Ch, ¥ OH BBIIVISIANAT NTO-IPYTOMY ? — I10-
aymai Makc u ornsiiescs. — BoH y capast 3apociii KOHOTLUTH, O711-
Ke K TyaJjiety jebena, a Ha 3a00pe XMelb, KaK e CTPAIIHO ero
yepBu 00beIH. .. Be€ He To...»

U 1yt HOry Makca crnoBHO 000xrno. OH B3BU3THYJI U TOM-
ckoumst. COOKy BO3JIe KPBIIIKK TOrpeda, e He ObLIIO COJIOMBI,
13 3eMJIM TOpUYQIM 0OJIOMaHHbIE BETOUYKH KaKOW-TO TpaBbl. OHU
JABHO JIMIIWJINCH JIMCTHEB, @ BOT COTHU MEJIKUX KOJIIOYEK KaJlu-
JM noxJienie Kpanusbl. Ha koxxe murom B3aysuce my3slpu. bonb
ObLJ1a TAaKOW MPOHU3BIBAIOIIEH, UTO JIaXKe CJIE3bI Ha TJ1a3aX HaBep-
HyJuch. B nopsiBe Makc nHyin 3momee pacrenue. bonb He yTux-
J1a, 3aTO U3-TIOJ] 3eMJIM BBITJISIHYJ OeNECHI KOpeHb. Makc CyHy
PUCYHOK 0OpaTHO B KApMaH U PEIvI BHIPBaTh PaCTEHUE.

«['onbIMU pyKkaMu ero He BO3bMEILIb, — IogyMasl Makce».

OH 00epHy/1 KOJIOUYK0 BETOUYKY KpaeM KypTKM M JIEpPHYJL.
OceHHA4 Ok 1a OKa3ajlach CJIMIIKOM TOHKOH. OH CJIOBHO ITOM-
MaJl PACKAJIEHHBIM YTOJIEK U3 NIEYKU. MaKcC B3BBUI U, 3aKyCUB I'y-



Oy, IpUHSJICA MaxaTh pPyKaMu, a KOorja He MOMOIJIO, IyTh Ha T0-
KpaCHEeBIIIUE JI/IOIIKH.

A KOpeHb ITyOOKO CHJIeN B 3eMJIe U IIeTKO Aepxkaics. Ho Makc
ObLIT yBEpEH, UTO HAIIEN HY:KHOE pacTeHHe.

«BOT TOJIBKO KaK €ro BeIEPHYTh M HE OCTAThCsI O€3 MaJIbIIeB, —
o3agaumiics OH. Makc eBa MOT MU IIEBEIUTDb Oe3 OOMi».

U 1yt ero ocennso. B capae mormna ObiTh Jlonata. Makc mer-
HYJICSI TyAa ¥ OBICTPO BEPHYJICS C BUJIAMHU.

«OrTell TaKUMH K€ KOTaJl KapTOIIKY, — BCTIOMHUJ OH, — &, 3Ha-
YWT, ¥ STH CTOSATCS».

Makc pemmresisHO BOH3WI UX B 3eMJTIO PSIIOM C BEIbMUHBIM
kopHeM. [Tox HaTnckom Makca 3emMiist BOKPYT CyXMX BETOUEK I10-
TpPECKaJach, HO KOPEHb COTMPOTHUBIISIICS. Y3KaJIeHHBIE TAJIBIIBI HE
JABAJIM B TIOJIHYIO CMJTy HQ)KMMAaTh HAa YepeHOK, HO Makc 1ioT-
HO CKaJl ryObl U He caaBajics. [locmplmancst XpycT MeJIKuX Ko-
penikoB, 1 Makc, BMecTe ¢ KOMKOM 3eMJIM Ha BWJIaX, €[jBa He
cBaywiics ¢ morpeda. OH packuasl BUJIaMU 3eMITI0 U OOHAKHIT
Oeblii KOpeHb MOXOKUI Ha M3BUBAIOIILYIOCS 3MEI0.

Makc cxBaTHJ1 BEJIbMHH KOPEHb ¥ ITOOEIOHOCHO MOKPYTUII UM
HaJl TOJIOBOW. A KOrja pafgocTh MOYTHXJIA, a HOIOIIME MaIbIIbl U
HOI'a HAIOMHMJIU 00 OK0rax, OH 00TEP Tpodei O ITaHWHY U TI0-
HioXxaJl. TOT He TONBKO MO 1BETY HAIIOMUHAJI KOPHEBUILIE XPEHa,
HO Y TIax TaKXke OCTPo.

«Hapgeroch, X0Th Ha BKYC OH HE TOpbKUH!? — MOMOpIIUJICS
Makc, pasrisigpiBast Tpoein».

Makc nogHeC ero Ko pry M OCTaHOBWICA. B ronose 3a3Byyano



npenynpexaeHue Karaxuabl 0 KOBapCTBE KOPHS.

«I'pyarax 10JIKE€H YKyCUTh MEHS A0 MOJYHOUH, UHAYE. . .»

Makc no€xuiicsi, He XOTeJIOCh TyMaTh O TOM, YTO TPOU30UJIET,
€CJI1 BCE MOUJIET HE MO IJIaHy.

«Xor4... Pa3Be y MeHs ecTb uan? — 3agymaiicsa Makc. — Kak
K€ 5 3aCTaBJIIO Ipyaraxa yKyCUTb MeHs? 3aresTh C HUM JpaKy’
CHayasia yKYCUTb €r0 camoMy 7».

BapuanToB nonyuiiie oH He puayMai. A emié Hajo ObUIo pe-
HIMTh — MOJPKUAATH Tpyaraxa BO3JIE I0Ma, WIK BOUTHU B JIOM U
TaM ¢ HUM pa3zodparbcsi? Jloma ero Mor ocraHOBUTSH oterl. [la u
Js1s1 Muila HaBepHsIKa MOAKUAAET €ro TaM Ke.

«Ho 51 nomxen cnenatb 310 cerons! — yoesxaan ceds Makc. —
He xouy xmats! 51 momkeH BepHYTh ceOe poauTeiel Kak MOXHO
CKOpee. . .».

Makc cyHyJ1 KOpeHb B pOT M OTKYCWJI. YBbI, HE MOPKOBKA, U
JaXKe HE penC. SI3bIK 3aIMIIAJIO TaK, YTO OH HE CMOT ITPOIJIOTUTH
KycOK KOpHsi. EAkuil 3amax yaapuil B HOC, a U3 IJ1a3 XJIbIHYJIU
CJIE3BL.

«4 ¢ Kcronkoi1, Ha criop OJHax /bl ’K€BAJT JIUMOH, U 3TO CMO-
ry! — ckazan cebe Makc u Hauas keBaTh KOPEHb».

['opbKMil KOMOK HUKAK HE XOTeJ IJI0TaThCsl, HO Makc BCIOM-
HWJI JIOCHSIIYIOCSL U HACMEINUIMBYIO (PU3MOHOMMIO CBOETO JIBOM-
HUKa. 9T0 noMorio. KOMOK MpOCKOIb3HYI B KeTYI0K, a 32 HUM
crenyonmid. Makce cbhell BeCb KOPEHb, BHITEP PYKABOM CIIE3bI U

3amarajl K JOMy poAUTesen.
skskesk



OH J5ierko mepese3asl yepe3 HEeBBICOKHE 3a00pbl OrOpPOIOB.
Bckope Makc po6pancst 1o orpajsl gjomMa Homep 15 u octaHo-
BuIICcs. B ManeHbKkoM nepeysike Mexay MATHAIUAThIM U [IeCTHA-
JIIaTHIM JIOMOM OH YBH/IEJ BHICOKYIO IEBOUKY B U€pHOM (pyTOO-
K€ Y NIOPBaHHbIX HA KOJIEHKaxX JkuHCcax. OHa OIHOW pYKOH OT-
KUABIBAJIA MMAJAIOIIYIO HA JIMLIO PACTPENAHHYIO PBIKYIO YEJIKY, a
JPYroil iepana 3a KpbUlbsi )KUPHOTO I'ycs. Makc B U3yMJIEHUU
ycTaBUJICA Ha 1eBOYKY. OH y3HaJI 3TOT B3AEPHYTHIN HOC U TaKUe
e TYCThIe, KaK y simu Murim 6poBu.

— Yero nanmubcA?! — 3pIpKHYJIA HAa HETO 3MIOIIKMMU I[TIa3aMU
Kciomika. — 910 Haill rych, 51 ero He ykpaja.

Makc He COMHEeBaJICS, UTO 3TO OHA, XOTS 104b YYaCTKOBOIO U
CTasa BBIIIIE, XyJee U KaK-TO CTPaHHO CrOpOMIach.

— 41... MeHs 30ByT.., — 4yTh PaCTEpAHHO NPOU3HEC Makc u
HIarHyJ K Heu. — Pa3Be Tol He y3Hau1a?

— OtBain! — pSIBKHYJIa OHA M YCKOpWJIa LIar, a 3aTeéM OCTaHO-
BUJIACH U MOBEpHYIach K Makcy. — He Tbl 11 ¢ YOKHYTOH cTapy-
XOM 3arepyv B y4acTKe oTna?

Makc 3amoTan royioBoii u nonsituiics. A Kcronika Hauana Ha-
CTyHaTh HA HETO.

— Ecim Obl 51 yTpoM Tyaa He 3aIiijia, OH OBl 10 CUX TIOp CUAET
B KJ1eTke! OH cKa3aj, 4To U3 yJacTka cOexast rpsi3HIOUHN MariaH
U €ro HaJlo MOWMaTh. .. 9TO TOYHO ThI!

Kcronika nosesna B KapMaH 3a TeJie(pOHOM, HE BbIITyCKasl I'ycsl.
Makc, Heonro aymasi, mycTHIICS Oekarh, HO yKe HE OTOPOJaMH,
a 1o J0pore BAOJIb I pyIoBon yJIULIBL.
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Bor u miectHamnareiii oM ocraics mosaau. OH 3abexan B
PaCKpHITYIO KaMTKY jioMa 17. He ckuipiBast 00yBb, BOpBajics Ha
BEpaH/ly, He MeJIsl, paclaxHyJl BXOAHYIO ABEPb U BJIETEN B KyX-
H10. Tam HUKOTO He ObLT0. B Bo3/1yXe emeE BuTaa apomar BUeparii-
HUX 4eOypeKoB. Makc CIJIOTHYJI CITIOHY, pBaHYJI Ha ceOsl UK
KyXOHHOT'O CTOJIa ¥ cXBaTuJl HOX. Ho TyT ero péopa caaBuia ubs-
TO JK€JIe3Hasi XBaTKa.

— HazoinmBbiil rafg€Hblii! — mpoKpruyas HaJl ero yXoM OTell.

Makc néphyscsa u yponun tadyper. Ha rpoxoT u Kpuku u3
CBOMX KOMHAT BBICKOUMJIM Mama M Jike-Makc.

— 4 3Hat0, KTO ThI! — XpUnen Makc, U3BUBasCh B pyKax OTLa. —
TrI noxaneemsb, YTO 3aHAI MOE MECTO!

Haxkonern, oty yganoce ckpyTuTh Makca Tak, 4To OH H I1O-
HIeBEJIUTLCS He MOT. HO BbIast U3 BBIBEPHYTOM PYKH.

— Kakoii 3mommii 4epTéHOK ! — CKBO3b 3yObl MPOIIEMIT OTell,
pazBopaurBasi Makca k aBepu. — Cnam Te0si y9acTKOBOMY, OH
YCMHUPHUT, MIOBEPS. . .

— Ilouemy oH cHOBa 371ech? — oOpena 1ap peud MaTh Makca.

— A ThI HE CJIBIIIUIIIb, YTO OH OPET?

— OnaTh Kakoi-To 6pen mpo BTOPOro chiHa?

— D10 He Open! S Hacrosmmit! A oH panpmmBHI! — B3pe-
BeJ1 Makc 1 B yIiop NOCMOTPEJ Ha MEPENYTraHHYI0 )KEHIUHY, KO-
TOpasi BIEMWIach B OOMaHIIMKA. — MaMma, HeyKeJu Thl eMy Be-
puiib? [la, ouHuUCh ke !

— Y6epu ero nockopeu, — pa3apak€HHO MTPOroBOpUIIA OHA. —



4 He mMory 310 ciymars!

Mama rHeBHO c/IBUHYJIA OpOBU U TOJIBKO Kperue Mpuxkasa K
ceOe IBOMHUKA, a TOT MPUILLYPUIICS U CKa3aJ:

— Ilana, oH meHs myraer!

Makc BbIBEpHYJICS, HO NEpPILIEHNE B TOpJie He MO3BOIWI eMy
cKazarh Oosbinie HU cnoBa. OUeBUIHO HAvYasl ISUCTBOBATH BE/lb-
MUH KOpPEHb, OT €ro siJja CAKUMAIUCh BHYTPEHHOCTHU U TIEpeXBa-
TIIO AbixaHue. OTell MHYJI HOrOM JBEPb U XOTEN BBITOJIKATh 32
He€é Makca, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha IOpPOre IMOSIBUJICA 3allbIXaB-
IIMIACSA YYACTKOBBIN.

— Bor oH rae ragénpim! — BOCKJIMKHYN A58 Muma. — A s
B€/lb [TOBEJICS, UTO OH YK€ JAJIEKO. ..

Makc nodyBCTBOBaJI, YTO XBaTKa OTIA 0ciadia, U BOCHOINb-
30Bajicsi MOMEHTOM. OH TaK WU3BEPHYJICA, YTO BBICKOJIB3HYJ U3
€ro pyK, OCTaBMB BMeCTO ce0s1 KypTKy. Makc ¢ pa3oery yaapui
CBOEro JBOWHHMKA B Irpydb U 3a0pOCHII ero B KOMHATY pPOAUTE-
neii. Mama 3akpryaia 4ro-To Hepa30opurBOe, a OTEI] METHYJICS
3a Makcom. He 3ameTnB ox Horamu tadyper, oTel] 3arHyJIcs, a
a9 Muitia HajeTel Ha HETo.

[loka MyXuuHBI, pyrasch, bITAJIUCh BCTaTh, Makc ycresn 3a-
KPBITh 32 COOOM JIBEpbh Ha KPIOUOK. JIBOMHMK IIpHXKAJICS K CTeHE
¥ CMOTpEJT Ha HEro U3-Tof JJOObs, pa3myBast HO3APH.

— Tbl ykpan moux poautesnieit! — B3pesen Makc u Habpocuiicst
Ha Hero.

Tot 3aBU3kal, Kak JEBUYOHKA U CTaJl 3BaTh HA TIOMOIIb POJU-
tesen. Ilocnplmanuce CTyku B 1Bepb M cMeCh rosiocoB. Kpruasna



Mama, oTell ¥ 1415 Muia, Ho Make ux He cilylajn v He JyMaljl O
TOM, CKOJIBKO CEKYH/1 MPOAEPKUTCS ABEPHON Kproyok. Emy mo-
BE3J10, YTO JIBEPh OTKPHIBAJIACH HAPYKY U BHIOUTH €€ C MEpBOTO
paza He nosyuntcs. OH CXBaTWI BEpEILAIIEro ABOMHUKA 3a py-
OarKy u BHENWICsA eMy B Iiedo 3yoamu. OT IBOMHUKA MaxJio
yeOypeKkaMmu, HO OT BKyca pyoOarku Makca eBa He CTOITHHJIO.

— Tbl, MU30HYTHINA, OTCTaHb OT MEHsI! — MOMNbITAICA OTTOJIK-
HYTb OT ce0s1 Makca ero IBOMHUK.

Mesxay HUMH 3aBsi3ajiack 00pb0a, 1 OHM TIOBAJIMIIMCH Ha ITOJI.
Makcy ynanoch yKyCUTh €ro 3a pyKy, HO IMPOTMBHHMK HE Kycal
ero B orBeT. Torna Makc ciaBuil ero ropyio pykamu. [JIBoMHMK
TSIHYJICSI K €TO JIMIY ¥ Kapsi0asl OCTPHIMU HOT'TSIMU.

— 41 3Ha10, KTO Thl HA caMoM jiefie! — nmpokpuuan Makc. — Tor
JyMall, 1 He BEPHYCb U3 PYJHUKOB TOPHbIX THOMOB!

— Jlyurire ObI THI OCTaBaJICSI TaM ! — TIEPEXBATIT €r0 PYKH TPO-
TUBHUK U JOOABWJ TPyOBIM XPUILIBIM rojlocoM: — Thl HEe TONy-
YMIIb CBOIO JKU3Hb OOPATHO!

— 3auem Tebe 3T0 Ha/o? — CKBO3b 3yObl BHITOBOpMI Makc,
YyBCTBYs1, UTO €r0 MOKUJAIOT CHIIBL.

OH nponomkan TSHYThCS K TOpIy TBOMHUKA, HO OOJIb B KU-
BOTE M PyKaX CTAaHOBUJIACh HEBBIHOCUMOM. I'pyarax 3amMeTui 310
Y YCMEXHYJICH:

— A TeOe HUKOT/Ia He XOTeJIOCh MMOOBIBATH HA MECTE IPYroro? —
cKazan oH. — Yto0 y TeOst ObUT YIOTHBIN JI0OM, a He Cchlpasi Telie-
pa? Ponurenu, KOTOpble HE XOTAT COXpaTh TeOsl HA 3aBTPaK, 1
APy3bsi, KOTOPBIE JapsT Tebe MOAApPKH, a He YCTPArBaIoT Ha TeOsI



oxory?!

— Ho T8I 3aH51J1 MOE MeCTO! — CIABJIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM ITPOrOBO-
pwi1 Makc, ycrynasi IpOTUBHUKY. — DTO HE YECTHO!

JlBepnb eaBa He ciieTeia ¢ IeTelb U C TPOXOTOM pacliaxHyJach.
Kpenkue pyku otia u gaa1 Muim Hayaim otpeiBate Makca ot
rpyaraxa. /IBOWHUK TOpXECTBYIOIIE 3ay/IbI0aJiCsl, KOTa U3 PyK
Makca BBICKOJIB3HYJIa €ro pyoarrka.

Torga B oTyasgsHuu Makc czenain To, 0 YEM HEeJJaBHO €My Ha-
NOMHWI 15114 Muia. OH 130 Bcex CHII IUTIOHYJT B Jke-Makca.

Hang Muia He ommocs: Makc mreBasics MeTko. [TneBok mo-
naja 4€TKo B a3 JBOMHMKA. TOT B3BU3rHYJ, KaK MOPOCEHOK,
CXBaTWJICS 32 JIMIIO U B TOT € MUT CTal pa3ayBaTbces. Pyoarii-
Ka 3arpeliiaja Mo mBam, HOrM NoAKoCHIUCh. Ponurenu BHavane
OpOCWIINCH K HEMY, HO TYT K€ OTCTYIJIM U TONATHIUCE. JIKe-
Makc Bepemani, karasch 1o noiuy. Koxa Ha HEM nojyionanach, U3-
T0/1 He€ MpOCTyIuIIa Y€pHas rycras meruHa. Ero ymm 3aoctpu-
JICh, & JIUIIO BBITSIHYJIOCh B CBUHOE PbLIO.

Koraa mMarvsi okOHYaTesIbHO paccesiach, rpyarax IJIsSIHYJI Ha
JIOJIeH KPACHBIMHM TJIa3UIIAaMU, pa30exkasicst U BHITPHITHYJ B OK-
HO. 3BOH CTeKJIa MOJICTETHYJ/ Y4aCTKOBOTO, TOT OYHYJICS U BbIOE-
JKaJl Ha YJIULLY.

keksk

Makc cnoBHO okameHes. KaraxkuHa He npeaynpeania ero o
TOM, KaK BBIVISLAMT rpyarax. Ho U3 TymaHa B rosoBe Hauaiu rnpo-
CTymnaTh OOPBHIBKY BOCTIOMUHAHMIA. OH BHOBb YBUJIEI IIECTh CBE-
Jell Ha TOpTe M KOPOOKU ¢ mopapkamu. Emy paspemim jiedpb



9yTh MO3Ke, 1 Makc 10ro coOnpan u3 KOHCTPYKTOpa MPUIy/-
JIMBBIM 3aMOK. A 3areM 3a IITOPKOM, Ha (POHE ITOJIHOM JIyHBI,
noKaszajics TEMHBIM CHIy3T. Makc 3aine3 Ha KpoBaTb. A Korza
CKPMIIHYJIO OKHO, cripsitasics o ofesio. OH He Bujen rpyara-
Xa, HO TMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK YbU-TO PYKH CTpedaloT OIesiyio BMECTe
C HAM.

CKBO3b IOTOK BOCHOMHHAHWK MPOPBAJIUCH Ioj0ca pOANTeE-
JIeH.

— Makcum, THI Iie Tak Tepenaykancs? — 3amederana Mama
BO3JIE HETO.

— Kak Th1 ymyapuiicsi pa30MTh OKHO? — TIOCIIBIIIAJICS CTPOTHUIA
roJIoC OTILA.

Makc He 3HaJ1, UYTO ¥ OTBETUTb.

— A BBI caMU pa3Be HE NOMHUTE? — BHIMOJIBUJI OH.

Ponurenu neperisiHyuck. Takoro yausieHus Makc HUKOTIa
He BUJeJT Ha UX Julax. Mama noté€pa BECKH, CJIOBHO Y HEE BHE-
3armHo 3a0o0JieNa rojioBa, a 3aTeM HeOoJOOPUTENIbHO TJIsSHY/Ia Ha
Makca.

— Mapm B 6ano0! KuBo!

Makc no4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK B I'Py[u BCE MEPECTAET IPOKaTh,
pa3NIMBAETCs TEIUIO, & POT PACTITUBAETCS B YIIBIOKE.

— Kak ckaxenib, MaM, — ITPOLIENTaJI OH U HE CMOT CIEPKATh
CIIE.

— Thl yero? — mama BCKUHYJIa OPOBb.

B nopbiBe Makc marnys k Heit 1 00Hsu1. CHauasia OCTOPOKHO,
HO, KOr/a TEIasi pyKa KOCHYJIach €ro CIIMHBI, OOHSUT CUJTbHEe.



— Y10 3T0 C HUM? — B HEIOYMEHUHU CIIPOCHUJI OTEIL.

Ho mama tonpko noskaina riedyamu. OHa Besesna oTiy IpocJie-
JUTh, YTOO Makc XOpOIIIEHbKO OTMBLICS. A KOIJla OH YMCTHIA U
MPUSATHO NMaXHYIIUI MbUIOM 3aIIE B JOM, OHa HAKPbLJIa HA CTOJ
W CKa3aJia, 4To He OTITyCTHUT, IOKa OH He ChecT Tpu uedypeka, a
TO COBCEM OTOIIAJ.

Makc He 3HaJI, Kak TOYHO pabOTaeT Marusi rpyaraxa, Ho pojiu-
TeJU BeJd ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO BCE TO BPeMs C HUMU PSIIOM ObLIT
HacrosAnmin Makc.

Korna oH HakoHer1 Bijicst 3y0amMu B COUHBIN UyeOypek, MaMa
OTBeJIa B CTOPOHY OTIIa U CKa3asa:

— Tyt Mumika 3a0erai, 1oka Bbl ObUTd B 6aHe, HEC KaKOW-TO
Open. PacckasbiBan mpo CBUHBIO, KOTOpasi SIKOObI BBITIPHITHYJIA
u3 Hanrero okHa. OH Oesxast 3a Held 110 JIecy ¥ He IOTHA. .. Thl Obl
C HUM NOroBOpmJI. MHe KaxeTcsi, OH Hauasl YTO-TO IPUHUMATh. . .
A y Hero Befib 104b!

Makc ycnpiman o Karoiike 1 BCHOMHUJI, KaK OHA U3MEHU-
J1ach: CropOMJIach M TaCKaeT ryceit 3a Kppuibsi. Y Makca 4yTh de-
Oypek U3 opTa He BhIMAJL.

— Ilouemy oHa MeHs1 He y3Hana? — mpoienTal oH. — M kak
MOTIJIa TalllUTh TAKOTo TskENOro rycsa? OHa ke Bcerga ux 0os-
Jlach!

Ponutenu BompocuTebHO MOCMOTped Ha Makca, a OH To-
BTOPUJT:

— Kcrommka Gosinach ryceid. .. a ceiiuac Her... Takoe ObiBaeT?

Mama HacTOSITEJIHO ITOCOBETOBAJIA I0ECTh YeOypeK, a MOTOM



MIOMOYb OTITy BCTaBJIAATh HOBOE CTEKJIO B paMmy. Makc KMBHYJI, HO
BCE €r0 MBICJIH TeTIeph OBUTH O TOM, YTO OH 3HAET, KAK pa3pylITh
Maruio rpyaraxa. OcTanoch Jinillb HAaliTH croco0 pacrio3HaTh €ro
B JIPYIMX JETsX.



