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AHHOTaAMSA

INocne maTexa, ApUCTOH BCTymaeT B Opak ¢ godepbio Juiibaapa
Kuccoil u nepeeszxaer xuth B Ko3dy. ApucTOHYy KaxkeTcs, YTO OH
CHOBA CUACTIIVB, Be/Ib OH HAKOHEI] PHOOPEN HOBYIO ceMbio 1 JoM. Ho
MMIIEpPAaTOp DMUJIUI HapyIlIaeT TTOKOM MOJIOIOW Maphl M "MoXuinaer”
ApucroHa k ceOe Bo JBopell. Bckope, aBrycT TOpKeCTBEHHO OObsIBIIET
0 CBOEM 3asIBJIEHMM — APUCTOH HA3HAYAEeTCs HACIEAHUKOM MPECTOIa.
Ho HuKTO, Hake caM APHUCTOH, He TIOAEPKUBAET BOJIO UMIIepaTopa
Y CUMTAIOT €ro BbIKUBIIMM M3 yMa. Bo BTOpoii 4acTu AprCTOHY CHOBa
MPEJICTOUT OOPOThCA 32 KU3Hb U BBUKUTH, YTOOBI criacTi PuMckylo
Nmnepuio.
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OT aBTOpA

[TpuBetcTBYyI0 TEOsI, MOI Oporoi untarens. [Ipexie, yeM Tol
HAYHEITh YUTATh MOIO KHUTY, XOUY ITpeAynpeanTs 1eds. Bo-mep-
BbIX, T4 KHUTA HAYETO He MPOMaraHANupPyeT U HOCUT UCKITIOUU-
TEeJIBHO pa3BJIeKaTeNIbHBIN XapakTep. Bo-BTOPHIX, Bce repou BhI-
MBIIILJIEHBI, U JII0O0E CXOICTBO C peaslbHbIMU JIIOIBMHU SIBJISIETCS
JIMIIIb COBMAJeHUeM. B-TpeThux, mpollly 3apaHee U3BUHUTH Me-
HsI 32 MOE HeBeKecTBO B obnactu ucropun [Ipesrero mupa. Co-
BETYIO HE TPAaTUTh BpeMsl Ha TIOUCK UCTOPUIYECKUX OLITUOOK, ITO
BCETO JINIIb (DAHTACTUKA, & HE UCTOPUYECKUI poMaH. Takxke Xo-
9y COOOIIUTDb, YTO BpeMsl, ONKCHIBAEMOE B KHUTE, PABHO IPH-
MEpHOMY MpaBJieHuI0 uMmmnepartopa Anekcangpa Cesepa.

Ha stom s mpoiatock ¢ ToOOM 1 Kenaro MPUATHOTO YTeHMS !



IIpoJor

['omy6oe HeOo 3aTsAHYJIOCh CEepoil MeJieHOM, HallOMUHAIoIIEeH
CBMHLIOBYIO JIOXKY. BBUIO CBIPO, XOJIOHO ClIErka MOPOCHJT MOK-
pbli ¥ MPOTHUBHBIA JOXK[b, KOTOPBIM IIEN YXE BTOPOIO HEZE-
Mo. SIBCTBEHHO YyBCTBOBAJIOCH MPUOIMKEHNE OCEHU. DTO Bpe-
Ms rojia Ka3ajaoch CaMbIM OMEP3UTEIbHBIM MOJIOZIOMY JIETUOHEPY
Cukcry daycry, KOTOPBIi ObUT TPUCTABJIEH OCYIIECTBISTH OXpa-
HY AJpUaHOBOIO BaJja.

Bricokasi KameHHUCTasi CTeHa, CJerKa IOKpbITass MXOM M
HECKOJIBKO pa3 TMO[JaBlIascs pPEMOHTY, IpOCTHpaslach Ha
HECKOJIbKO MuJIb (117 kmnomerpos) Ha npocropax bpuranuu,
Jlonnuanymal*. Tam, rae 3eMiTio MOK pbIBaJIM T'YCTHIE JIECa, Hallo-
MUHAIOLIME IETUHY, CO3JaHHYI0 U3 MHOECTBA MUITyMOB>* Jie-
TMOHEPOB, 0OOPOHSBIIMXCS BO BpeMsl 0051, cTeHa Obljla clesiaHa
NperMYyIIeCTBeHHO U3 OpEBeH. Tawm, 171e JepeBbeB MPaKTHUECKH
He OBbUTO, 1 3eMJIst ObLIA TOJION, CTEHY COCTaBJISUTN OYJIbDKHUKH,
KHUPIIMYH, @ B HEKOTOPBIX MECTax Jaske ITIMHA U recok. Mimmepa-
Top Anpuad Yienuit TpasH®* BouCTHHY ObUT BEJIMKUM YesIoBe-
KOM U BpeMs €10 MPaBJIEHHUs CMEJIO MOKHO Ha3BaTh 30JI0ThIM Be-
KOM. CKOJIBKO ITPEKPACHOTO OH OCTABUJI B HACJIEACTBO PUMCKOMY
Hapony. [Tomumo 3aBoeBaHM ¥ TIOKOPEHHBIX HAPOJOB, MOXHO

1" Howupon
2" TMnym — pUMCKHMIA IPOTHK, KOPOTKOE KObE.

3" Pumckuit umnepatop



B3SITh B Ka4ecTBe MmpumMepa 1ot ke [laHnteoH. IToT 6oKecTBeH-
HBII XpaM BIepBble ObLT CIEIaH B BUjIEe KyoJIo0Opa3Hou (op-
MBI, YTO CUMBOJIM3UPYET HAIY IUIAHETY, BECh MUP, BCIO 3E€MJIIO.

JlermoHep BHITED C JIMIIa KalelabKKU 0K/, KOTOpPbIE HAIUIU
BO3MOXKHOCTb 3a0pbI3raTh €ro HAYUCTO BHIOPUTOE JIMIIO, HECMOT-
Ps1 Ha KO3BIPEK Ha METHOM IIIJIEME, KOTOPBIY TOKPBIBAJI €0 I'0JIO-
By. [lapeHb nocuiipHee yKyTascs B TEIIBIN TUIAL U ITOJIOXKNJI J1a-
JIOHb Ha PYKOSITh MeUa, YTOObI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS B €r0 HATMYHU.

CkBO3b TyMaH, KOTOpbIi, BIIPOYEM, U CO3JaJl MOPOCSIIIHIA
JOX b, OH Pa3mIIsiiesl TpUOIKaIoNyocst (purypy. 1o ObLT Jie-
ruonep Hymepuii [Ty6mnuit, npyr Cukcra, KOTOpbIN Takke HaXxo-
JWJICSL HA CTOPOXKE BaJja.

— TpexnaTeiii 10Xb, — BMECTO MPUBETCTBUS cKazan Hywme-
pui.

— Hackonbko 51 momHio, Hymepuii, — Hauaa roBOpuTh 4aco-
Boi1 iernoHep Cukcr PaycT, — IMEHHO Thl IPE3UJI TOCTYIIUTh Ha
ciyx0y B VicmaHCKU# JIETHOH.

— a, Ho...Knsnyck yecTsio Bectanku! f He Tymail, 4To 31eCh
HACTOJIbKO OTBpaTUTEJIbHAS MOT0JA.

Hymepuii paccternys pemMeniok noj HoaO0OpOIKOM U CHSLT
nuieM. Ero TéMHbie BOJIOCH ObLTM MOKPBIMHE OT TIOTa. PaycT riny-
OOKO B3JOXHYJI M HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI MOJTYa HaOIoa 3a MoBe-
neHueM ceoero apyra Hymepus. Ho Tyt ciyx ero ynoBui ye-
TO KPUK.

— Capiumiis? — B3BOJIOBaHHBIM T'OJIOCOM crtpocuil Paycr.

— Yro? — He nonsin Hymepun.



— Kaxercs, s ciplinan Kpuk.

—I'ne?

— Cyns o BceMy, 3a CTEHOU.

Hywmepuii 3amep Ha Mecte u Toxe npuciyiaicsa. Ho kpukos
Ooubilie He mocnenoBano. Hymepuii noxain reyamu.

— Te6e mokazasnock, — ckazan Hymepwmid.

— Iymato, cieyer NpoBEpUTb.

daycr Obu1 HUKE Hymepust pocToM, OTOMY eMy MPUIILIOCH
MIOJICTAaBUTh JIEPEBSHHYIO JIECTHUILY, YTOOBI BBIVISTHYTh W3-32
crensl. Hymepuii HaOmonast 3a TeM Kak My4aeTcsi ero MOJIOAOH
ApYr U YCMEXHYBUIMCH, 3a0pajl JIeCTHULY U 3ajie3 caM. Payct
CMYIIIEHHO OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY M Hauasl HaO10/1aTh 32 APYTOM.

— 3/ech HUKOIO HeT, — npokpuyai ceepxy Hymepuii.

dayct npUKpBUT JIAJOHBIO [J1a3a OT J0K/1s1, KOTOPBIM Majall ¢
HeOa 1 yBUJE JIETAILYIO CTpey.

— Hymepuii! — Kpuknyn ®aycr. — Buus!

Ho npexne yem Hymepuii ycrien aro-im60 cooOpas3uth, BTO-
pas crpeiia yxe ycresa MpoH3uTh ero tesno. Hymepuii norepsii
pPaBHOBECHE U CBAJIMJICSA 32 MpeJielibl AJJpuaHoBa Bajla Ha TEPPU-
TOPHIO IUKUX BapBapoOB.

— Hywmepuii! — CHoBa kpukHyn Payct, HO ObLJIO CIUIIKOM
MIO3/IHO.

Kpuku Bpaxeckoro Hapoaa yCUJIMIUCh B KyIle CO CTYKOM KO-
IBIT ¥ IIYMOM YCWJIMBAIOLLETrocs AOXK/s1, IPEBPATUBLINCH B Ka-
KO(OHUIO. DTO OBLTH KEJIbTHI*¥.

4 BapBapckuil Hapo[l, MX Tak:ke Ha3bIBAJIU rajulaMu.



dayct puHyics 3a moagMorou, kpuda Ha Oery: «Kenbto! Keb-
ThI!»

Bckope nos-narepst ObL10 yke 3a/1efiCTBOBAHO B KPOBOIIPO-
JIMTHOM OUTBE, KOTOPYIO YCTPOMIIM Op/Ibl BapBapoB. KenbThl yHU-
YTOXAJIM CTeHY, KpyIlia e€ U MOJKUrasi, HOpoBsi TPOOUTH B Hel
opentb. CoTHE GOpOAATHIX M KOCMATHIX BOMHOB, OAETHIX B pa3-
HbIE OICKIbl U MIEPEKpAIlICHHbIE B Pa3HbIE 1[BETA, CUHUE, 3€Jie-
HbIE, KpacHble, OCAANIIN BaJl, 3aJ1€3as1 HA HETO U CIIPHITMBAas BHU3.
Tam ux % a1 nuku Jiernonepos. Ho BapBapoB CTAHOBWIIOCH BCE
Ooutbilie ¥ OOJTBIIE, 2 JKUBBIX JIETHOHEPOB BCE MEHBIIIE U MEHBIIIE.

Jlernonep Cukcr ®ayct HaGMoOgA 32 MPOUCXOASIIUM U TO-
HUMaJI, YTO pUMJISIHE TPOUTpbIBaIOT. K HEMY NOIOIIEN LIEHTY pU-
OH U cxBaTui 3a iedo. Ot HeoxuaaHHOCTU CukcT PaycT Bbl-
XBaTHJI UCITYTAaHHO M€Y ¥ 9yTh He YOMJI COOCTBEHHOTO KOMaHIN-
pa.

— Cajiich Ha KOHA M OTHpaBisAncs B Pum, — ckazani ueHTypu-
OH. — MBI Tepnum NopakeHue, HAIMX JIIJEeW CIUIIKOM MaJo.
HyxHa nomomis ot uMmneparopa.

LleHTyprOH mepeaan MeloyYeK ¢ 30JI0TOM B pyKH 0OecKypa-
’KEHHOT'0 JIETUOHEPA U y3/1y IIPUTOTOBJIEHHOM JIOIIA/IH.

— Ilouemy nmeHHO g7 — CpoCuII JIETUOHEP.

— [Motomy uTO Ha BOWHE OT TeOsI HUKAKOTO MPOKY, — OTBETHII
HEHTYPUOH U PUHYJICS B OOIA.



I'nasa 1. Haciegnuk nmmneparopa

JlecsaTkn paOOB CHOBAJIM IO HEJABHO IOCTPOEHHOMY JIOMY,
paccrapJisiss MeOesb 0 3aj1aM, co3aBas yioT 1 KOMQopT.

Hacrymuno ytpo. Pannee, conneunoe yrpo. He6o Ob110 m3y-
MpYIHO-YMCTHIM, HAIOMHHAIIee Ireiickoe MOpe, OMBIBAIOIIEe
pPUMCKHE TPOBUHLIMM, HEKOTAa NPHHAJUIEKABIINE IPEYECKUM
uapsM. B Tom uucine u ocrpoB Kudepa, KOTopelil 10 HeJaBHUM
HOBOCTSIM ObLT YHHUTOKEH B PE3YJIbTaTe CTUXUITHOTO OEJCTBHS.
Jlionu, KOTOpBIe KUJIM MAPHOW U CIIOKOWHOM KU3HBIO JaXxe He
MOIJIU ¥ TIPEJICTaBUTh, YTO B OIMH MOMEHT OHU OyIyT JIMIIEHBI
BCETO U OTNPaBATCS B AuJl. BO3MOXXHO, HEKOTOPBIM U3 HUX BCE
e yIaI0Ch CIIACTUCh, HO MOKA YTO HUKTO 00 3TOM HE CIIBIIIIA.

Monomo¥ yenoBeK, O[eThIid B PUMCKYIO TOTY, CHMBOJIM3UPYIO-
I1y}0 PUMCKOE I'Pak/IaHCTBO U COBEPILIEHHOJIETHE, CTOSLI IOCpe-
JMHE NIMKAPHOTO, IPOCTOPHOTO JIOMA, XOTS HE TAKOTO POCTOp-
HOTO ¥ BEJTMKOJIETTHOTO, KaK IOM M3MeHHWKa ceHaropa KopOy-
JIOHA, U OTJaBaJ MPUKa3bl CHYIOIIEMCS padam.

VBujieB, Kak olvH U3 padOB HEYKJIIOKE HECET JOPOrylo am-
opy, MOI0/10¥ TOCTIONUH MOAOLIEN K HEMY U TIOMOT JIOTAIUTh
€€ 10 arpuyma.

— Brnaromapio Bac, rocrionuH MoM, — TPOU3HEC HEYBEPEHHBIM
roJIOCOM pad.

— Jla 6poch Thl, — OTBETHJI BECEJIBIM TOHOM MOJIOZION TOCIIO-
IvH. — § BCE paBHO ymMHpaio OT Oe3/1ebsl.



— lNocnonyH, — OKJIMKHYJ TOJIOC C3a/M.

[Tapenp moBepHyJICs Ha3aja U yBUAEN (PUIYPY BOJBHOOTILY-
menHnka Ocropust KopOysoHa, HeKoraa HaXOIsAIMIACS B yCITy-
*keHuu ceHaropa KopOysoHa.

— Bamma cynpyra npu0suia.

Monono# rocroarH MUPOKO YABIOHYJICS 1 BHIOSKaT HA Y-
1y. OceHHMI1 XONIOIHBII BETEp pacTpenall KyapsiBble 3010ThbIe BO-
JIOCHI IOHOIILIY, YEM-TO HaIlIOMUHAIOLINE JIUCTbS.

N3 noBo3ku BhIIe31a pUrypa AeBYIIKH, 3aBEPHYTasA B TEM-
JIbII TUIAI U3-T0J] KOTOPOro BBIIMPAJ KPYIUIblid :kMBOT. Moro-
JI0i TOCTIONUH OOHSUT IEBYIIIKY U TOIEJIOBAI B JIOO.

— 3auem T1hI nipuexaia B Kozy? — Cnipocus Mosiofgou rocro-
JVH.

— OTTOrO, YTO COCKYYMJIACh MO TeOe, APHCTOH, — OTBETHIIA
Kucca.

C Ttex nop, Kak ApUCTOH cllac uMneparopa 1 Bcio Pumckyio
Wmrnepuio OT CMyThl, OH CTaJl )KUTh HAMHOIO JIy4Ille MpeXkHe-
ro. OH Oonbinie He ObLT padOM M TOTYYMJI PUMCKOE TpakIaH-
CTBO B CyA€OHOM MOpsiAKE 3a 0COObIe 3aciyry mepes rocyaap-
cTBoM. MmmepaTop BbLIEIMI €My W3 Ka3Hbl AEHBIU HA CTPOU-
TEJLCTBO HOBOTO JIOMa, a TaKXke IMOJHOCTBIO OIUIATHJI BCE pac-
XOfIbI Ha CBa/Ib0Y, KOTOpPAst COCTOSIIACH MECSI] Ha3a/1 U TIOJapHI
Apuctony HeOombIIy0 (hepMy, KOTOpast HAXOIUIaCh Heroaase-
Ky OT HoBoro joma. Kazanock Obl, ApMCTOH ObLT CUACT/IMB, HO
qy>KOMHA HEBOJILHO 3aCTaBJIsIa BCIOMUHATH O POAMHE U O OJH3-
KHX, KOTOpbIE OCTaJIUCh TaM. EcM B )KU3HU pouTesiel OH Co-



MHEBAJICSI, TO B JKU3HU JIIOOMMOTro pada AHTHOXa ObLT yBEpeH.
OH xuB. VI OH 3TO YyBCTBOBaJI BCEM CBOMM YKCTHIM M I0OOPHIM
cepALEeM.

JlBe Henenu Ha3a/l OH 3aHsJICS IOMCKaMU CBOero japyra. Mm-
nepaTop Mociaa HECKOIbKO JECSITKOB MOMCKOBBIX OTPSIIOB, KO-
TOpBIE UMEJTH OOJIBITION OTBIT B PO3BICKE Jiiofiel. MimmepaTop cra-
paJics clieniath BCE, UTO B €r0O CUJIaX, YTOObI €0 HOBBIM JIPYT ObLI
cuactmBee. I Apucron Obu1 Onaropapen emy. B Pume npasur
BOMCTUHY CIPABEIJIUBBII 1 BETUKOLYIIHbIA UMIIEPATOP.

Koraa mononoxéns! 3anum B oM, Kucca ckazana:

— Kakon uyaecHbIi 10M.

— Bouctrny. OpiHaKo OH CTaHeT ellé 4dyaecHee, Korjaa paosl
3aKOHYAT C €r0 O(POPMJICHUEM.

— HeBaxHo, ectb 11 B HEM MeO€EIb WX HET, BAYKHO TO, MUJIBIH,
YTO 3TO HAII ¢ TOOOM JIOM, U ThI XKUBEIIb PSIIOM CO MHOM.

ApHUCTOH POOKO TO1IEIOBAJT CBOIO CYNPYTY U IIOMOT CECTb Jie-
BYIIIKE Ha JIOXKE B aTpUyMe.

— Cnacu0o0, 4TO OTKa3ajics OT JODKHOCTH CeHaTopa, ApH-
CTOH, — cka3zana Kucca. — 51 He xouy, 4T0OBI ThI CHOBa OBLIT 3a-
MeIllaH B TOCY/IapCTBEHHBIX €JaX, 3TO CIMIIKOM OMacHo. Yem
MEHBIIIE MbI 3HAEM, TEM [JI0JIbIIIE U CIIOKOMHEE KUBEM.

— CosepiieHHO TO4HO, Kncca, — oTBeTrI APUCTOH U HAJIAJ
cebe BuHA. — [la 1 Kakoil U3 MEeHsI CEHaTop, 5 BeJlb a0COTIOTHOE
HEBEKEeCTBO B 0OJIACTM PUMCKOTO 3aKoHomarenbcrBa. OT MeHs
TaM He OyJIeT HUKAKOTrO TIPOKY, JIyuliie st Oyay psaoM ¢ ToOOM 1
peOEHKOM.



— IIpok ot 1eds, ogHako, ObLI, MyX MOH, — 3ameTiiia Kucca
Y KaK-TO U3MEHUJIach B Jiuile. — MI00 UMEHHO THI cTiac rocyaapsi
OT HEMHHYEMO THOeNu.

— A oH cnac meHA. Bc€ B 3TOM MHMpe B3aMMOCBSA3aHO U HE
npocto Tak. Eciv Obl 51 He cOexan u3 IoMy, TO MeHs Obl He TTOXH-
THJTK ipathl. Eciv Obl s He ToTa B JIyMlaHAPUI, TO HE BCTPETHIT
ObI TEOs1, TI0O0Bb MOsI. 1 BO3MOXHO, 51 ObI He cTan padom Kop-
OyJIOHa 1 HY 32 4TO Obl HE Y3HaJI, YTO HA UMIIEpPATOPa TOTOBUTCS
3aroBop. U yx Tem Oosee HUKOrIa Obl HE TOAPYKUIICS C HUM.
Ceituac MHe 16, 1 51 y&ke UMelo CBOE X031 CTBO, CBOM JOM U IIpe-
KpacHy1o xeHy. {1 cuactms, Kucca. Uro eme MoxHO xenarb?

— UroObl peOGEHOK poauiicsl 310pOBbIM, — OTBeTUIa Kucca u
YJIBIOHYJIACH.

— 51 yBepeH, 4T0 MOW OTHPBICK OYy/IET CAMBbIM 3[JOPOBBIM M Ta-
KHM K€ KPacHUBBbIM, KaK €ro MaTb.

ApucToH cHoBa noresnioBai Kuccy, Tonbko Ha 3TOT pa3 noue-
Jy# ObUI CTpacTHee U JOJbIIIE.

K Bedepy paObl HAKOHEI] 3aKOHYMIIM C TIEPEe3J0M U Paccop-
TUPOBKOH MeOeJr, U MOJIOOKEHBI BIIEPBbIE TPUCTYITAIIH K YKH-
HY B X HOBOM JIOME.

Ha ynwuiie gyn cunbHbii Betep. Ero cBUCT ObLT CITBIIIEH Aaxe
JoMa. B 3TOT MOMEHT HEBOJIBHO AyMajlOoCh, HACKOJIBKO XOPOLIO
cernyac CHJIETh B TEMJIOM JIOME, BO3JIe KAMUHA U MTONUBATh MOJ0-
IpeToe BUHO, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OBITh HA YJIUIIE, IJI€ XOIOJHbII
BETep MPOJYBAET BCE KOHEUHOCTH U KOCTH, a IOK/Ib JILET KaK U3

Bepa.



Ocropuii HaXoAWICSl MOJJIE CYNPYrOB CO CBOMM HEU3MEH-
HbIM KaMEHHBIM JIMIIOM ¥ Moa4al. Ho BOPYr KTO-TO MmocTydal
B JIBEPb.

— NHTepecHo, KTO Obl 3TO MOT ObITh, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH U CO-
Oupasicsi yke BCTaTh C MATKOTO JIoka, HO OCTOpUI OCTaHOBHII
ero.

—T'ocrioguH, g cam.

— Tw1 32a6b1BaeIIb, APUCTOH, KTO Thl, — cKa3asa Kucca u yemex-
HYJIaCh.

— To1 npaBa, Kucca, — orBetist Apuctod. — MHe Bce enie Ka-
*kercst, uto s pad. CTpaHHO. ..

— Ecnu Th1 pad, To TONBKO MOETO ceplia.

ApuCTOH yIBIOHYJICSl M TIOKpacHeN B cBeTe ceeveld. OH nofo-
JBUHYJICS K CBOEH BO3TIOOIEHHON M UX TYOBI CHOBA CIIAJIMCH B
CTPaCTHOM TIOIIeJTye, HACTOJIbKO OHM JIIOOWJIM APYT JIpyra, 4To
LI€JIOBATHCS MOIJIM IEHHO U HOLIHO. OHHU JJa)e HEe 3aMETHIIU, KaK
B arpuyM BepHyiics Ocropuii. Ho Octopuii Obu1 He onuH. Bob-
HOOTIYIIEHHUK MMPOKPAXTEN B KyJIaK HECKOJIBKO pa3 U ApUCTOH
HakoHen ornyctui Kuccy.

[locpenune crosiia BbicOKast Myxckas ¢purypa B ruianie. Ye-
JIOBEK OBbLT MOKPBIM C HOT 10 TOJIOBBI. Horu ero nokpsiBaim Ko-
JKaHbIe Carioru, Kakue OOBIYHO HOCSIT UMIIePATOPBHI.

— dMwmid? — YIuBuics ApUCTOH.

Kucca Havasa BctaBaTh CO CBOEro MecTa, YTOObl TOKJIOHUTh-
Csl, HO UMIIEPATOP KECTOM IpUKa3al el cuaeThb. [leBylike pe-
KO IMTPUXOAWIOCHh BUJIETh MMIieparopa. Eciau cuutars KOnM4ecTBo



pa3, Koraa el mocyacTIMBUJIOCh €r0 BCTPETUTh U BOOUHUIO YBU-
J€Th, TO JAHHOE KOJIMYECTBO HE MTPEBBIIAET IBYX-TPEX 3a BCIO €€
ku3Hb. [la, BIpoueM, Kak/Iblii pa3 OHa cTapajach YUTH, YTOOBI
HE MelllaTh MY KYMHAM M TOJIKOM HE BIJIsIIbIBAJIACh B €r0 JIMILIO,
YTOOBI HE OKA3aTh HEYUYTHBOCTD 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K TIPABUTEIIO.

SMUIUI CHSUT KAITIOIIOH ¥ OOHAKIT CBOIO TonioBy. Ero rycreie
BOJIOCHI, KOTOPbIE KOTIa-TO ObUIM KOPOTKOM CTPHKKOM, 00pOCIn
Y 3aBUBAJIUCh BO MHOKECTBO KosieueK. OH ObUT KyIpsIBbIM, Kak
TPeK U 3TO Jefajo ero eme npekpachee. Ero kapue rinaza Opum
TYCKJIBIMU U ycTaBIIMMU. bopona xe craa ele ryiue u B LejIoM
BUJI ero ObLJT BeCbMa HEOMPATHBIM, KaK y Oe3JIapHUKa>* WU TOo-
MPOIIANKH.

— Yro ciyuynstocs? — Cripocut ApUCTOH, BCE €I1IE CUAS Ha CBO-
€M JIOXKeE.

— HemenyieHHO MOJHUMU CBOM 33/, — MPUKa3al HEOKUIAHHO
SOMWIMI. APUCTOH HE MOHSUI, UYTO UMEET B BUJY €TI0 JIpYyT, TOrna
aBI'yCT CHOBA MOBTOPUJI TEM K€ MMOBEJIUTETbHBIM TOHOM: — MOJI-
HUMUCB K€ U TIOJOMTH KO MHE.

Kucca 3anepBHryaia. ToH aBrycra e€ CMyTHII U [TOCEST HEXO-
pOILIKE MBICJIH /1J15 OllaceHUs1. APUCTOH Toxe He MoHsu1. Ho mpu-
Ka3y noguuHuicsa. Korga oHoma nojgomen K MOKpoMy UMIIE-
paropy, OH BOIPOCHUTEIBHO MOCMOTPEN aBrYCTy B IIa3a U CTAJl
OKUIATh €r0 JAIBHENIINX JEUCTBUM.

To, 4To OBLIO JasIbllle HUKTO He Oxxuaal. MiMmnepartop, HaKJo-
HUBIIUCH HaJl APHCTOHOM, 3aKJIIOUWJI €T0 B KPETKUe OObITUS U

3 TO XK€ 4TO 6€3HOMHLIﬁ.



YIBIOHYJICS] IETCKOW CYACTIIMBOM YIBIOKOM.

— Kax xe 51 1o Tebe cKyJas, MOl MaJibIil ApUCTOH, — TPOoOyO-
HWJI KaK-TO HEBHSATHO DMUJIHA.

Crnyctsi MUHYTY OH BCE K€ 3acTaBMWJI ceOsl OTIYCTUTDH TENO
ApHCTOHA ¥ TOPAO BHIMPSIMUThCH.

— IMumi, 3a4eM Tol puien? Yro-to ciyunsnocs? — [Tosro-
PWJI CBOM BOMPOC APHUCTOH.

— A TbI 4TO He pajJ MeHs BUeTh? — YAUBWIICS UMIIEPATOP U
10 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHUIO HAJYJT MO-JIETCKU TYOKHU.

— Pan, 6e3ymHO pan, Apyr Mo, — OTBETHII APUCTOH U TTOXJIO-
naj uMreparopa 1o rmiedy. — Ho B Takyio moromy rnoBeiuTeo
Mupa He clielyeT NOKUAaTh npeaensl [lanatina, 3To MoOXeT Tio-
XO OTPa3UThCS HA TBOEM 3/I0POBBE.

— 3710poBbe, 3I0POBbE, — HEJOBOJILHO MPOOYOHUIT UMIIepa-
TOp. — [lpy3bs BaskHee 300poBbs, sicHo? U BooOIIie, y MeHs K Te-
Oe mpeaoKeHre, WM HEeT — MPOoch0a, a eClI Thl OTKaKeIbCs,
TO OYyJIEeT U PUKA30M.

SOMuMi yIeIOHYICS.

— 4 cnymaro.

— Jleno B ToM, Mastbii ApUCTOH, UTO C TeX MOp, KaK 51 OTpyOuI1
rojioBy npenaremo KopOysoHy, si COBEPIIIEHHO HE CIPaBIISIIOCH
C TOCYIapCTBEHHBIMH TIOTHOMOUMSIMU. AJIpUaH — MOW COBETHUK
W TpaBasi MOsI pyKa, KOHEUHO, BCYECKH TIHITAETCS] BO3JIOKHTh
Bce 00s13aHHOCTU Ha ceOs1, HO OH cTap! OH emE MeHsl HSIHYWI,
Kor/a 51 ObUT MATIOTKOM. §I cUMTAlO, UTO OH HE CIIPABJISIETCS U EMY
HYKEH MMOMOIIHUK. MOJIOIOM MOMOIIHUK. A MHE JIpYT ...



DMWIMI HOIMUTHYJL.

— Tb1 XOuenb, YTOOBI 51 CTaJT TOMOIITHUKOM TBOETO CeKpeTapsi?

— OH He cekperapb! — Yemexnyicss IMuani. — OH MOKHO
CKa3aTh £, TOJIBKO cTapee U ypommsee. Ha HEM 3uxkiercsa um-
nepus. Bee rocynapcTBeHHBIE Jie1a 1 IOPYYrIl EMY.

— A Kak ke ceHaTopbl?

— Cenaropni? I1¢...He noxnayrcs. Ilycts u gansiue rpesar o
BpPEMEHaX pecIyOIMKH, HO rOCY1apCTBEHHBIMU MOJTHOMOUYUSAMU
s MX HU 3a 4YTO He Haaemo. [1ycTb BOH, pemaioT cyaeOHble ae-
JIMILIKY, 2 BONPOChkl TPOBUHUMEI. C OCTaJbHBIM CIPAaBUMCS Mbl
— Anpuan, g u te! Jla 31paBcTBYeT Besmkas tpouna! Ypa!

SMUJIMIA HAJIWT U3 KYBLIMHA, CTOSAILETO Ha CTOJIE, BUHO B ME/JI-
HBII OOKa U OBICTPO OCYIIWJI COEPKUMOE, BHITEPEB ThIJIbHOW
CTOPOHOM PYKH YCBI.

— Jla Kakou OT MeHsl, MPOK, Ballle aB'YCTEUIIECTBO. . .

— Thl ce0s HemoolieHMBaellb, ApUCTOH. Thl OYEHb YMHBIN
MaJIbuMK, YBEPEH MPOKY OT TeOs1 OyAeT rmodosee, 4eM OT CTaporo
nepayHa Anpuana. TolbKO Tel eMy 00 3TOM HE TOBOPH.

SDMUIMIA paccMesyICs UCTEPUYECKUM X0X0ToM. CMex ero Obut
KPacHUBBbIM, 3BOHKHMM, HO CJIMILIKOM JIOJITUM, Ka3aJI0Ch, OH COLIEN
C yma.

Apucron nocmorpen Ha Kuccy. Ta Bbipaxkaiia HeOBOJIBCTBO.
Bcem cBoMM BUI0M OHa cTapanach yOeuTh Myka OTKa3aThCsl OT
JoskHOCTH. Korga Muni 3akoH4NI CMEATHCSA, APUCTOH IIPO-
V3HEC:

— Ilpocty, HO g He Mory nokuHyTh Ko3y u yexats B Pum.



31ech MOS CeMbsl, JKeHa CKOPO POJIUT, 1 IOJKEeH OBbITh C HEl.

— Ter cmeems mporuBuThCA NpuKasy? M3-3a KaKOU-TO KEH-
HIUHBI? — DMWINI CHOBA paccMesiicsl. — KEeHIIUHBI, 1a KTO OHU
BooOIIEe Takue? Berip, auxknmoe umyiectBo! CoOCTBEHHOCTD
u OoJiee HUYETO.

VBuIeB, Kak MOKpacHEN OT 3710CTU APUCTOH, DMWINH TYT KE
CMEHWJI TOH:

— Hla s momrytui. Ycrnokorcs. 51 cBoto cyrpyry Toxe 0e3yMHO
J00JTI0, XOTh OHA U cTepBa. JlaHo, He Xouelbh Kak Xouelb. Moé
JIeJI0 — MPEJIOKUTh, TBOE — OTKA3aThCSl.

— bnaromapio 3a moHuMaHue, MHE OY€Hb Kajib, YBEPEH ThI
HalJIelllb APYroro YeJI0BeKa, HAMHOIO JOCTOMHEE MEHSI.

— DX, HE AyMaio, MaJibllll, — OTBETUJI DMUWIUN NeYaJIbHBIM IO-
socoM. — O6uzen MeHs, a 5 K Tede exall B TaKyIo JJajib, B TAKYIO
JIIOTYI0 U MEP3KYIO TIOTO/Ty, a Thl BOT TaK CO MHOU MOCTYTIHII. . .

— IIpoctu u cnacu60, yro npuexain, s pan tede, npasaa. Eciu
XOYelllb, OCTaBalCsd HA HOYb.

— Jla-nma, KoHeuHo, Onaroyapio 3a 3a00Ty...— MPOOyOHUIT Tie-
YaJIbHBIM TOHOM DMWIUH, a TIOTOM yXke rpoMYe CKaszall: — a He
XOYellb JI Thl TIOWUTU K BOPOHaM?

— Yr0? — Ilepecnpocusi ApUCTOH, OH M BIIPaB/ly HUYETO HE
YCIIBIIIAIL.

— Huuero, — orBeTr1 00mxeHHO DMumimid. — 51 moexan oOpat-
HO, BO JBOpEL], TPYCTUTbh U CMOTPETh B OKHO, BCIIOMMHAsl HALLY
¢ TOOOH JIpyKOYy...

DMWIMHI Pa3BEPHYJICSA U HAJIEN KaITIOIIOH.



— Ilpoctu...— cHOBa MOBTOPWJI APUCTOH U TNOTYIHJI B30P
BHU3.

DMWIUH 3a11araji npodyb. APUCTOH, YYBCTBYS CBOIO BUHY, HE
B cUJ1ax ObUT BepHYThCs K Kucce 1 mpoo/kuTh Tpamnesy.

— Hoporoii. .. — nporoBopuia Kucca.

— Kak mMHe cThIJHO, — cKa3an APHUCTOH U 3aKPbLI JIMLIO pyKa-
MHU.

— 4l nepenymail, — HEOXkRHMIAHHO CKa3aJjl roJI0C UMIIEpPaTopa.

DMWIUH CTOSLT B POXOJIE, HO TOJILKO HE ONIMH. PsiioM ¢ HUMu
HAaXOJWJIMCh JIBa ITPETOPUAHIIA.

— B3atb ero u oTBe3TH BO IBOpEI, — PUKa3aJl UMIEpaTop.

— Ovwuii! — KpukHysn ApucToH.

[IperopuaHiibl CXBAaTWJIM €r0 32 PYKM U CUJION MOTAIIUIN
poyb u3 arpuyMa. Kucca nonHsiace ¢ j1oka 1 puHyJIach 3a My-
KEM.

— Apucron! He yxonu! — Kpuyasia oHa u riakasna.

Ocropuil OCTaHOBUII €€, IEPETOPOAUB JOPOTY.

— I'ocnozka, — ckaszasa oH. — Ycnokoutecs. iMnieparopy Hyx-
Ha WrpyIlIKa, ¢ KOTOPOWM MOXKHO TMOUTrpaThcs. Mecsil mponaeT,
Y OH eMy HajloecT. byapTe OKOMHBI, MpOIlly Bac, BaM HE CTOUT
ceityac BOJTHOBATbCS.

— Yomonok, Oyapb Thl ipokJiAT! — Bpocuna B cepamax Kucca
BCJIEZ], UMIIEpATopYy.

Ocropuii 3akpbui eil poT pykoid. Ho Dmunumit yenwiian e€. O
BEPHYJICSl Ha3a/l U CYpOBbIM B3IJISIIOM CMEPUJI €€ C HOT JI0 T'OJIO-
BB



— XanuHa, — ckazan dmummii. — HyxxHo ymeTs aenutbes!

JIutio ero u3mMeHmIOCH 1 cTaso noopee. OH OOHSIT MaJIEHbKYIO
JEBYIIKY M BhIOEXKaJ U3 JIoMa, CJIOBHO oxuaas, uto Kucca mo-
OeXUT BCJIe/ 32 HUM, Urpasi B CAJIOUKU.

Kucca ¢ HeronoBaHueM TOIHYJIA HOTOH | yIuia K cede B KOM-
Haty. MiMrieparopa ke OHa HeHaBHeJ1a, CUNTasi CBOMM COTIEPHH-
KOM.

Kokk

ApucrtoHa Be3nu, MogoOHO MieHHUKa. OH ObLI TYro CBsi3aH
CO BCEX CTOPOH, PyKM HOI'H, Bc€. Haxonuics xe OH B TOBO3KE C
Kpbled. B moBo3ke ObLIO TEMIO 1 JOK/1b, KOTOPBIH JINIT HA Y-
1Ie He oma1ai BOBHYTpb. 1 TO X0po1110, nogymMai B TOT MOMEHT
Apucron. Imneparopa psiiom He Obuto. OH npenoyesn exarb Ha
KoHe. OTTOro Ji1, YTO HE XOTEJ OCTAaBaThCS OAMH Ha OfIMH CO CBO-
UM TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIM TUIEHHUKOM, NOO APHCTOH Hadasl Obl €ro
OCY/1aTh, YIIPEKATh U IIPOCUTH OTILYCTUTD €TI0 U TOTAA DMWINN
Obl CKOpee BCEro, B CHJIy CBOETO JI00pOro M BEJIMKOIYIIHOIO, a
yX& Tem OoJiee, MITKOTEJIOrO XapakTepa HelpeMeHHO Obl MOIIENT
Apuctony Ha ioBozy. Ml 4ToOBI 3TOr0 HE IOIMYCTUTh UMIIEPATOoP,
HEB3MPas Ha XOJIOAHYIO M OTBPATUTENILHYIO ITOrOly, €XaJI Ha CBO-
€M BEPHOM BOPOHOM KOHE.

«[Ipocryoutca Benp,» — nogymain ApucroH. Ho nmmneparop
mobwun 10kap. Ero 3amax, ero 4mcrorty, ero mym U HpUSTHBIE
BOCIIOMUHAHUS, CBSI3aHHBIE C HUM, a UMEHHO — MsATex. [lla,



BO3MOXHO, TIOIOOHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHUSI HOPMATLHOMY YEJIOBEKY
NPUHOCKIIA OBl TOPY TOCKHM M, BO3MOXHO, 3JI0CTH, HO HE IS
DMuKsA. DMWIANA aCCOLIMUPOBAT MATEX ¢ ApuctoHOM. OH BCcé
BpeMsi BCTIOMUHAJT KaK 3TOT XpaOpbli 0HOIIA crac ero. Kak BbI-
JIeun1, KaK Jiexas Ha Iiede ¥ TUxo cones. Bcio Houb aBrycr Ha-
OTI07aTT 32 CIISIIIAM IOHOIIIEH, U3yvall ero Tejo, ero MpeKpacHoe
JIMIIO U 3aBUAOBAJ €ro Kpacore. MWIUN B MPUHIUIIE ObLT J10-
BOJIbHO 3aBUCTJIMBBIM, HO CTapaJics HE MOKa3blBaTh JAHHBIM IO-
POK. APHUCTOH OBLT JIS1 HETO KPaCUBOM MI'PYIIKOM, TAKOW, KOTO-
pOii HM y KOTO HeT Ha BCEM OesioM cBeTe, Bo Bcell Pumvckoit Nm-
nepuu. 1 OH keJasn e€ nmoxBacTarbCs nepe CBOMMHU APY3bsIMU
Y MIOIJAHHBIMHU.

1o mpuesne, AprcToHa pa3Bsa3ajiy v NoBesu Bo gsopel. Cro-
suta TéMHasi, Oe3/10HHas1 HOub. M3-3a Tyd, 3amesneHaBmmx He6O,
He ObLI0 BUIHO HU 3ri. OJTHAKO JOXK[b yXKe MPEKPaTHIICS U Clie-
JyeT MpU3HaTh CTajao HaMHOro teruiee. I1o Bceil BEposATHOCTH,
U3-3a TOrO, YTO BMECTE C IOKJIEM MepecTai JyTh U CUIIbHbII Be-
Tep. Bo3aMOKHO, 3aBTpa ClielyeT /1aTh HaKOHEIT OJIaror pusiTHON
TIOTOJIBI.

JBoper ObuT Bc€ TeM ske. [IpakThuecku HU4ero He U3MeHH-
JIOCh C TeX TIOpP, KaK APHUCTOH 3/1eCh ObUT B MIOCTETHUN Pa3.

JIBoe mpeTopuaHIeB Aepkajy ero o 00KaM 3a pyKH 1 He ABU-
rajauch. Bripoyem, ApHUCTOH He HamepeBaICsl HUKYyna cOeraTb.
OH ObLT yOSXAEH, YTO DMUIUI CKOPO €ro OTIYCTUT U 3TO «CKO-
PO» TI0 ero pacyéram JOIKHO ObUIO HACTYITUTD yXKe 3aBTpa.

SMumi OBICTPO MEPEOIEIICS B IMITEPATOPCKOE TUIAThE U BbI-



I1IeJT B BECTUOIOJb K TUICHHUKY.

— Brl cBOOOIHEL, — CKa3a1 DMUIIUN.

JlBoe mpeTopuaHIeB, KOTOpbIe Aocelie Iepkaiu ApPHCTOHA,
OT/JIM PUMCKHUI CAJIIOT B 3HAK MMOYTEHMS U 3allarajiy Mpoyb.

APpPHCTOH YKOPU3HEHHO CMOTPEJ Ha UMIIEPATOpa CHU3Y-BBEPX
(M3-32 CBOETO POCTA) U KA OOBSICHEHHIA.

— Hy uro o1 Tak Ha MeHs cmoTputiib? He codupatoch st iepen
TOOOU U3BMHSATHCS U UTO-JIMO0 OOBACHATD. 51 — uMmeparop, Most
BOJISI — 3aKOH.

APHCTOH 3aKaTWJI IJ1a3a W B3JOXHYJI, TIOHSB JJIsI ceOsl, uTo
C UMIIepaTopoM OecCIOIe3HO CIIOPUTh, NOO OH BCE PaBHO OyneT
CTOSITh HAa CBOEM. VIMniepaTop B MPUHIIMIIE HUKOI/IA HE TTPU3HA-
BaJI CBOM OIIMOKYU M OTTOTO C HUM HUKOTJA U HE CIOPWIU. DTO
TO K€ caMmoe, YTO CIIOPUTh C JEPEBOM, BCE PaBHO OHO TeOs He
YCIIBIIINT, TaK ke, Kak U DMUIHM.

— Xouerb s Tebe mokaxy cBoit asopeir? — Cripocun DM
Y OXKMBUJICSL.

— Her, s1 Xo4y 1omMou, — OTBETUJI APUCTOH U HAXMY PHJICS.

— O, 5 3HaJ, YTO TBOW OTBET OyJeT mojoxuTeapHbiM! — Ha-
POYHO IPOITYCTUB CJIOBA APUCTOHA MUMO YIIIEW MPOAOIIKIIT UM-
neparop. OH B3sJT €ro 3a pyKy W OBICTPHIM IIATOM HAIPaBUII-
cs1 o 3aury. — CHavasa s mokaxy Tebe xpam Moero npejka bo-
’KECTBEHHOT0 ABIycTa, KOTOpBIN pacrosnaraercs Mexay Ilararu-
HoM M Kanurtonuem. Tam nepen XpaMom CTOMT Orpo-0-O-MHast
cratyst AnojuioHa, Beicotor B 50 ¢ytoB! OT Takoil HEBEpOST-
HOW BBICOTHI Y HEMOJATOTOBJIEHHOTO YEJIOBEKA KPYKUTCS roJ0Ba



Y MOJKAIIMBAIOTCS KOJIEHKU. 3Haelllb, KAXeTCsl, YTO 3TO TUTAH
CTOMUT HaJ1 TOOOH, MypaBbeM, U HOPOBHT TeOs1 pa3gaBuTh. Ha Ila-
natuHe Takxke Haxonutcst Xxpam Poptynsl Cero [IHs, Tam ycTa-
HOBJIEHa cTaTysi MuHepBbl, paboThl camoro Puaus!..

— DMWIMHI, DMUIHA, — TIOTBITAJICS IEPEOUTh ero APUCTOH.

— Hy uto eme? — HenoBoiabHO cripocwit uMImieparop. — 3Ha-
elllb, MAJIBIII, sI TEPIIETh HE MOTY, Korja MeHs niepebuBatot! He
Oy/ib THI MOWM JIyYIIIUM JIPYTOM, 51 Obl HETPEMEHHO OTPYOWIT Te-
Oe royioBy.

APpUCTOH 3aMOJTJaIT ¥ Ha BpeMs 3a0bLT O TOM, YTO XOTeJT CKa-
3aTh. ['0N0c MMMepaTopa ObUT TAKUM CTPOTHIM U CEPhE3HBIM, a
B3[JISLJl TAKMM CYpPOBBIM M T'PO3HBIM, UTO Ka3aJ0Ch, OH U BIIPAB-
JIy XOYEeT ero Ka3HUTh. YBUJEB 3aMELIaTeIbCTBO APYTra, IMUIUIA
TYT € CMEHWJI TOH U YK€ JIACKOBEe IMOBTOPHJI CBOI BOIIPOC:

— Hy uro?

— TeOe He KaKeTcsi, YTO Thl BRIOpaJI CIMIITKOM HENOAXOsIIee
BpeMs 11 9KCKypcuu? f umero B BUAY, UTO celdyac — HOYb,
DMUIHN.

— Ara, 6outibcs? [lymaenib, B 3T0 BpeMsi CYTOK U3 3arpOOHO-
IO MUPa BbINOJI3AOT OpKU? — DMuni pacxoxortaics. Ero cmex
9XOM OTpa3miicsi 00 TEMHBIE CTeHBI ITycTOro ABopia. — He 6oiics,
s1 TeOst 3anmry !

— Her, — otBeTMs1 cepbE€3HbIM TOHOM ApUCTOH. — [IpocTo s
yMHpalo OT ycTajocTu. Moxer, nepenecém mnporyiky no [lana-
TUHY Ha 3aBTpa’

APHCTOH IEMOHCTPATUBHO 3€BHY/I.



— Jla 6pock Th! Beero b noimHoub. S ceromHs mpocHyJIcs
BO BTOPOU MOJIOBUHE [IHS, 51 Boicnasics. S He xouy cnartb. [1oato-
My, TOLUIN TYJIATH !

SMuuii 6pocrsl ApUCTOHA CTOSITh B KOPUIOPE U Modeskall,
HUIENas CaHAaIusIMU 10 TEMHOMY Kopuaopy. bes pakena u cBe-
Yyeu.

— J10-0-0-r0-0-0-Ha1! — Kpnuan IMunmii.

APHCTOH NOJIOKWII PYKY Ha JIULIO U CHOBA 3aKatui ria3a. OH
Jaxe He cobupacs Oexarb 3a uMreparopoM. Bmecto sToro on
Pa3sBEpHYJICA U IOCIENOBAN B OIHY W3 3aJ JBOPLA, A€ Iropel
cBeT. 3aii/isl B KOMHATY, OH YBH/JIEJ JIeXKalllero Ha KoBpe 6es1oro
koTa. OH JIeHMBO OOIM3bIBAJI JIAMY U 110 BCEW BUIUMOCTU COOU-
pavicsl KO CHY. APUCTOH MpUCeJT Ha KOJIEHKU 1 Havyal JIACKATh KO-
Ta. KOT OBIT MOKPBIM OT COOCTBEHHBIX CITIOHEH U TEMIBIM. CBO-
UM IIIEPUIABbIM SI3bIKOM OH OOJIM3HYJ PYKY ApUCTOHA U 3aMyp-
nbikai. FOHora ynpioHyscs. XoTh 9TOT KOT M 3aCTaBUII €ro Mpu-
JaThCs1 HEMPUATHBIM BOCTIOMUHAHUSIM.

— Hpasurca? — [ocaplimancs ;XKeHCKAN ToJI0C 32 CHIMHOM.

APpHCTOH OTIYCTMJI KOTa M nocMotpen Hazaa. C3aau crosia
HEBBICOKAsl MOJIOJAsl JIEBYIIKA, IOYTU OJHOTO BO3PACTa C HUM.
E€ TEMHO-pbIKHE BOJIOCHI OB COOpaHBl B BRICOKUI XBOCT, a Ha
T'OJIOBE BO3BBIIIAJIACH 30JI0Tasl IUAAEMA, IOKPHITasA JParoLeHHbI-
MU KaMHSIMHU.

— 'ocnoxka, — ToBKO M cKa3an ApPHUCTOH.

Ilepen HUM cTOsJIa cama cynpyra umrieparopa — ypcysma.

— He 0Ooiics, — ckazana Ypcysa, 3aMeTUB UCITYT B I71a3ax Apu-



croHa. — Ero 30ByT I'opauuii, Xxopolee umsi, He paBia jiu?

— Jloxksb! — HeoxXnJaHHO MOCIIBIIAIICA TOJI0C DMUIIH.

APUCTOH TYT ke MOTHSJICS C KOJICH U KOT yOeXasl B aTpUyM.
VYpcyna Obuta ogHoro pocra ¢ Apucronom. OHa pa3oyapOBaHHO
MPUKPbLIA JIUIO PYKOIL.

— Ero 3oyt —Kannatwuc! — Ckazan Dmunmii. — Y10BOJIbCTBHE
51 OT HETO NOJIyYalo TOYHO TaKOe ke Kak OT 3TOU BOMIIEOHOH Tpa-
BBL.

SOMuMid ObUT MOKPBIM OT 1OTa. OH CTOSUT U TSIKEJO JBIIIIAL.
Haxkonenl oH nocMoTpesn Ha ApUCTOHA W IIPULLLY PUJICS.

— 51 He MOHS, a MOYeMy 3TO Thl HE MOOEkKasl 3a MHO?

— 4 6exan, HO 3a0TyqUIICS M TIOMNAJI Clofia, — OTBETHIT APUCTOH
U yIbIOHYIICSL Ypeyre.

¥Ypcyna yemexnynack. Torna MU nocMOTPEST Ha CBOIO CY-
Tpyry.

— Ckyunblie Bbl! — Ckazayl DMUIMHN U 3aX0UJI IO KOMHATE. —
VYpcyna B npouuislid pa3 ckazajia MHE TO ke camoe. XOTsl OHa
JKUBET 371€Ch y)Ke OYeHb MHOTO JieT. To y He€ rosoBa O0HT, TO
’KMBOT. AJIpaH TOKe CO MHOUM He XO4eT Urparh, crapuk Katon
TEM Iaye.

SDMUIHIA HATYJ TYOKHU M C/IeNal IPYCTHOE JIUIIO.

— My:kx MO#, KOrja Thl yk€ HAKOHEL| TOB3POCIIEelllb, — 3aMETH-
Ja Ypcyna v noforuia K Mo, — Bmecto Toro, 4toOb! UTpath
C yTpa JI0 Beuepa B JeTCKHEe UTPbI, JTydllie Obl JeJIOM 3aHSUICS.

— Jlenom mycTh BOH, MOM MOJJAHHBIE 3aHUMAIOTCS, — OYPKHYII
HEJIOBOJIbHO umIieparop. — MHave 11 4ero OHM MHE HYKHBI?



Pa6p1 mou. U Tem Oosee, AapraH HETIJIOXO CO BCEM CITPABJISIETCSI.

— 3HaunT, AIpyaH BCE e CIIPABJISETCSA C BO3JIOKEHHBIMU Ha
Hero nosiHoMoursiMu? — Cripocusi eXugHO APUCTOH.

— Her, Her! — OtpunarenbHo 3amaxaj pyKaMu U roJIOBOM UM-
niepatop. — 51 He 910 X0TeN ckazaTh. PyX, 3aryTajy Bbl MeHs 006a!

VYpcyna nmocmorpena Ha ApUCTOHA U YABIOHYIach. MBICTIEHHO
OHM COYYBCTBOBAJIM APYT APYTY U CMESUTUCh HaJl UMIIEPATOPOM.

— Kopoue, — npousnéc Imunmii. — 3aBTpa s cOOMparoCh
YCTPOUTb OUEPEHYIO BEUEPUHKY.

— B yectpb yero? — Cnpocuin ApUCTOH.

— HeBaxHo, y HEro Kaxiplil ieHb MOJ0OHBIE BEUYEPUHKHU, —
OTBETWJIa HIENOTOM YPCyJsia ¥ yCMEXHYNACh.

— .../ Ha ceii BeuepuHKe 51 BHICKa)Xy CBOIO BOMIO. A ceituac
cnarb! — Dmuni xJonuya B agou. — Karon! Katon! Katon,
cTapasi Thl 33/IHUIIA, T1e TeOs HOCUT?

— Wny, uny, Bame cusatenbctBo! — [lochbimancs crapueckui
roJIoC U3 KOpUaopa.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I B 3aJI€ CTOSII HEBBICOKMM CTapyvK B
JUIMHHOM IulaThe. PyKu ero mokpbIBaji HECKOJIbKO MEPCTHEN.
Bosocwl 6611 cepiMu M peakumu. JInio Haurcto BeiOputo. OH
MOKJIOHWJICSI ¥ CIIPOCHIT:

— YT0 Ci1y4nsock, Bamle aBrycTeuIecTso?

— Boigenu 10CTONOYTEHHOMY TOCTIO MOYMBAJIBHIO U IIPUCTABb
K HEMY BEpHbIX U MTPOBepeHHbIX paboB. M oOparaiitech K Hemy
C TAKUM ke MOYTEHUEM, KaK U KO MHE. DTO MO JIyUllIUil IpyT,
MUMEHHO eMy 51 00sI3aH KU3HBIO.



— O, — axuyn Karon. — Pazymeercs, gomunyc. Beé cnenaro,
KakK Bbl IIPUKa3aJIu.

— Hobpoii Houn Tede, MasbIll APUCTOH, — MPOTOBOPUIT Jiac-
KOBO DMUJIMI ¥ OOHSJ IOHOITY Ha MPOIIAHKE, TIOC/Ie Yero OH U
€ro Cyrnpyra yaajauiuch.

kokk

CnasibHy10, KOTOPYIO BBIIEIWIA APUCTOHY, CTOPOKHIIIU JIBOE
nperopuaniieB. Yto OblI0 JOBOJIBHO YAUBUTEIBHO, CJIOBHO ApH-
CTOH ObLI CAMMM MMIIEPATOPOM WM XOTS Obl MPUXOAWIICS POJI-
CTBEHHMKOM aBrycty. Ho oH Obul 0OBIYHBIM (hbepMepoM, ObIB-
mMM paboM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, BOJBHOOTHYIIEHHUKOM. [lokom
ObLIIM, Clle/lyeT MPU3HATh, HE MEHEE BEJIMKOJIEIHBI, YEM Y CaMO-
ro umneparopa. I HemynpeHo, Bep dMuiunil ckazai: «M obpa-
IIafTECh K HEMY C TAKKUM K€ [IOUYTEHUEM, KaK U KO MHe». Hagep-
HOE, TIOJTaHHBIE BOCIIPUHSIIN 3TO CJIMIIIKOM OYKBAJIBHO.

YTpoMm B KOMHATy BOIITM HECKOJIbKO paObiHb. OIHA U3 HUX
pacIITOpUIa TEMHBIE ILITOPBI, 3aIlyCKasi B KOMHATY COJHEYHbIN
CBET, JIpyrasi — paccTaBisula Ha CTOJIe sCTBA. APUCTOH CKUHYJI
¢ cebs1 Tértoe ozeso u ynbioHyacs. Moo yTpo mouctune Obl-
JI0 BOJIIIEOHBIM U HeBepOATHHIM. OH MOCMOTpEST Ha MOTOJNOK U
YBUJEJ HAPUCOBaHHbIE Opxuzeu. Buepa oH Ha HuUX, pasymeer-
csl, He ycren oOpatuTh BHUMaHue. Ha cBexylo ronoBy HaxJibl-
Hy 1 BocrioMuHaHus. [lepen rmaszamu nosBuics: oopa3 Driopsl.
E€ MaseHpkoe CMyIJioe JIMYMKO, €€ MUJIBIA HOCUK U PO30BEHb-



Kue myxJisle ryokn. Kazanoce, 4To Takasi JeByIika OTIMYaeTcs
HETOPOYHOCTHIO U CaMO OJIUIETBOpeHre noopoaerenu. OnHako,
9TO JIMIIb Ka3aJoch...Bc€ 3TO BUJEN BHEIIHUI B30p, BHYTPEH-
HUI1 ke ObL1T cier.

APUCTOH TYT 3Ke TiepecTa yinp0aTbcsi. 3a 00pa3oM AeBYIIKU
nosiBuicst 00pa3 Kpeona. ApHCTOH ckasl KyJIaKH U TOKPacHes OT
3n0cti. Ho Korga nocMoTpest B OKHO KpacHOTA JIMIa MTHOBEHHO
NPOIILIA, ¥ OH CHOBA YJBIOHYJICS KpaeM Tyo0.

— Hakonen-to sicHast noroga, — ckazaji ApHUCTOH.

— Jla, — oTBeTMsIa OfHA W3 PaObIHb, TA, YTO TMOCTAPIIE U TO-
cmeltee. — CerogHs dyzecHas roroja. bimke K MosyiiHIo COBETYI0
TIOWTH TYJIATh B Caj.

APHCTOH MOJHSAJICA C KPOBATU M MOAOLIEN K OKHY. Ha yimm-
1Ie XOAWIM paObl ¥ 3aHUMAJIMCh KaKOW-TO HEOIpeaeIeHHON pa-
6otoii. U nperopuaniipl. Kak MHOTO 31€CH rBapeiiieB, CIOBHO,
9TO HE ABOpEIL], a CAMblii HACTOSALIMI MPETOPUAHCKUN KOPITYC.
CuJbHble TapHU, B BEJIMKOJIENHBIX JlocTiexax. B jiyyax yrpeHHe-
IO COJIHLA OHM Ka3aJMCh elE€ IpeKpacHee. Bricokue KpacHble
IUTIOMaXU U3 NEPbeB, METAJUIMYECKUE KUPACHI, MypPITypHbIE TY-
HUKH, TUIAIM, KaJTUTH, MOAOUTHIe TBO3SIMU, KOTOPBIMU COJIIA-
ThI CTy4YaJIv 110 MOIIEHHBIM TporaMm. ApUCTOH ObUT B BOCTOpre.
OH Jaxe UM M03aBUA0BAJ, MO0 XOTEN TOXKE OKa3aThCs TaK CKa-
3aTh B POJIM MMIIEPATOPCKOTO I'Bapieiiia, YToObl OIIYTUTh BEC
JOCIIEXOB M BEC OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, MOCKOJIbKY UMEHHO OT IIpe-
TOPUAHIIEB 3aBUCHUT CyAbOa MMIIEPUU U CyIbOa caMoro umre-
paTtopa. B uxX pykax JeXuT KU3Hb aBr'yCTa, OHM 0OECTIeUBAIOT



HEeoOXOIMMYyIo OXpaHy u nopsaok. Hy pasymeercs, nomyvaror 3a
CBOIO CITyk0y TOBOJIbHO MPUJIMYHOE KaJTOBAHbE, & TOMUMO 3TO-
TO TIOJIB3YIOTCSI OOJIBIIION MOMYISIPHOCTHIO Y KESHITIMH.

IOHo1Ia npekpaTni cBOM pa3MBIIILIEHUs, CHOBA BCIIOMHUB O
Kucce. Kazanock, oHa sBIsieTcss HEKUM OaphepOM WJIM I'PaHbIO
€ro pa3MbIIUIeHNH, KOO0 KaKABIA pa3, MOAyMaB O YEM-TO IOPOY-
HOM U HEZJOCTOMHOM OH BcrioMHuHaJ e€. Ha mmiee Buces BCe ToT ke
KPAacHBIM KYJIOH, IOJIAPEHHBIN eMy B JynaHapuu. OH BbITallluI
€ro U MolesoBaJl.

«Hy:xHO BO3BpaIarhcs,» — nogyMan ApUCTOH.

3aKOHYMB 3aBTpaKaTh, APUCTOH pell BbIMTH. OH ocTydan
JBaX/bl B IBEPb U €My OTKPBUIM. [IBOE€ NPETOpHaHLIEB MOYTH-
TEJIbHO MTPOIYCTHJIM MOJIOJOTO FOCHIOIMHA, 3aKPbIBasi 32 HUM Bbl-
COKMe AepeBsHHbIE 1BepU. [TocMoTpeB 1o ctopoHam, ApUCTOH
yBUZE UAyLero Hascrpeuy crapuka Karona. Karon cemenun
SHEPrUYHOM TIOXOIKOW U YJIBIOAJICS.

— T'ocnonua ApucrtoH, — pactsHyn Karon. — Jlobpoe Bam
yTpo!

— U 1ebe, — otBeTr1 ApuctoH. — ['ie umnepatop?

— Bcé emé nzsonut nouynsars, — orBeTi1 Karod. — He xena-
€Te JIM TIOCETUTh TEPMBI U OTIOXHYTb?

— Brnaropmapio, HoO s1 661 XOTen oTrpaBuThes B Kogy, k cynpy-
re. [lepenai, noxayyiicra, UMIIEPATOPy, YTO S OTKA3BIBAIOCH OT
€ro MPEeJIOKEHNS U U1l MEHS CEMbsI CTOMT Ha MIEPBOCTENIEHHOM
MECTe.

ApPHCTOH CaMOBOJIBHO HAIpPaBUJICS MO KOPUIOPY K BBIXOAY,



ocTaBUB cTapuka KaroHa HaeimHe cO CBOMM 3aMeNIaTeIbCTBOM.
Ho Tyt Karon crioxBaruics. OH JOrHaa MOJIOZOrO TOCIIOAVHA 1
aKKypaTHO 3aMeTUJI:

— Ho ero aBrycreiiectso 3anpeTuio BaM MOKAAATh IPEAEIIbI
JBOpLIA.

APHCTOH OCTaHOBUJICA.

— OH npukazan He BbimycKaTbh MeHs? — Cpocuil yAUBIEHHO
MOJIOOM TOCIIOIUH.

KaroH kuBHy1.

«U cHoBa mens HeBossAT. CHOBA s pad. Korna xe 1o mpekpa-
tutcsi? O doru!»

IOnoma nonpocun Katona nokasars, riue HaXoquTCs cajl v pe-
IIMJT TIOIOKJATh MPOOY:KAEHHS aBrycTa Ha YucToM Bo3ayxe. Ha
YJIMLE CTOsJIa MO3/IHSS1 OCEHb, CKOPO JOJKHA MPUITH 3UMa.

Otnpixas B cajsy, ApUCTOH 3aMETUJ TEMHYIO (pUrypy. IT10
ObLT MyX4MHa, JeT 1mectuaecatu. Ho HecMoTpsl Ha cBoi BO3-
pacT BHIIVIAAET OH SHEPTMYHBIM M NMOJIHbIM cuil. Ero TémHas ¢
ceanHoO¥ Oopoaa Oblia KECTKOW 1 TpsiMoi. Bomock moacTpuxke-
HBI HA PUMCKUIA J1a1. B3risi ObuT XUTPBIM, CYpOBBIM, CMEJBIM U
crpontuBbiM. OH pa3roBapuBajl ¢ npeTopuaHieM. BuaHo 6bL10,
YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK YeM-TO HEJIOBOJIEH 1 00ecrioKoeH. OH IHPOKO
KECTUKYJIMPOBAJI U THIKAJ MPETOPHAHIly HajbLeM B juio. [Ipe-
TOpUaHell CMUPEHHO OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY BHU3, SIBHO YyBCTBYsI ceOsI
HEJIOBKO.

Hakonern, My)X4rHa MaxHyJl pyKOi Ha IPeTOpHaHIa U ObICT-
PBIM 11arOM HaIpaBUJICS B CTOPOHY ApHUCTOHA. APHUCTOH BCTAJI



CO CKaMeHKH, He 3Hasl, KaK BecTH ceOsl mepe]] HEeM3BECTHBIM I'OC-
noArHOM. MyX4urHa 3aMeTHII IOHOIIY ¥ OCTaHOBUJICA. JInno ero
BCE €I1IE BBIPAXKAJIO HETOBOJIBCTBO.

— Thl em€ kro Takon? — SA3BUTENBHO cipocui Myxk4uuHa. ['o-
Joc ero ObUT TpyOBIM, HU3KWM, BHYIIAOIIMM yBakeHue. Ha-
XOIAChH TOJJIE HETO HEBOJIBHO YYBCTBOBAJIOCH €rO MPEBOCXOJ-
CTBO, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH MOBeIUTENb MUpa. CTaHOBUIIOCH KaK-TO
HETPUATHO, OOSI3HO, XOTEJIOCh MIOCKOPee YIUTU OT 3TOTO YesioBe-
Ka ¥ He HaXOIWTHCS PSAJOM C HUM, a YK TeM Oojiee He BUJIETh
€ro JIMIA.

— 4l...9, — 3anuHasch Hayan orBedath ApuctoH. OH U cam
YAUBUIICS CBOEU TPycocTH U poOocTu. U TyT ke mpokmHa ceds
3a CBOE MOBEJICHUE. — APUCTOH. . .

— Kt0-k10? — CHOBa CPOCHII BCE TEM K€ FOJIOCOM MYKUMHA.

— ApUCTOH, Ipyr aBrycra, — OTBETUJ APUCTOH, MbITASICh TO-
BOPUTD Y€TYE U yBepeHHee. — OH Mpuriacui MeHs K cede B ro-
CTH, BO JIBOpELL.

— A-a-a...— MPOTAHYJ MYXYMHA U €XHUJHO YCMEXHYJICS. —
Kypruzan u3 nynanapus JQuibnapa?

— Her, — orBeTr1 ApUCTOH 1 NIOTYIWJI B30 BHU3.

— Hy kak e, — mpoIo/IKU I3BUTh HE3HAKOMBIA MY KUMHA. —
1 3na10 0 Tebe BeE. Thl KypTU3aH, rPs3HBIN, BOHIOUNI BOTYOHOK,
KOTOPBIM 32 UMIIEPATOPCKUE JECHEXKKH IOJCTABISAET EMY CBOU
3a] U yooBJeTBopseT B nocteian. CKaxu ellg, 4To 3TO He Tak,
HeoOpa30BaHHBIN ChIH TOPOATOH IILTIOX U, TIOMPOOYH yOeUTh Me-
Hs! Agpuana! [IpaByo pyKy umneparopa, 1a 4To Tam IpPaByIo.



S1 v ectb BiacTh. Eciii OBl He 51, IMITepUH MPUINET ObI KOHEI. A
KTO Takou umrieparop? Takou :xe COCYHOK, KaK U Thl.

— 4 ne xkyptuzan! — IlpepBan Aapuana ApuctoH. OH Obul
KPacHbIM OT 3710cTU. BeHbl Ha pykax HaOyxim. — f monHorpas-
HBIW rpakaanuH Pumckoit Umnepuun, cein Apuctuia u AHacra-
cum u3 pona ExcengupoB! {1 He mo3Bommo Tak ¢ coboii pasrosa-
puBaTh, 1 yBakal0 BaC M MOMNPOILY MPOSBIATh YBAXKEHUE U KO
MHE.

— K te6e? YBakenue? Xa-xa, 1a sl CKopee KpbICe OT/IaM PHM-
CKHMI CaJlioT, 4YeM TeOe, TPSA3HOMY KypTHU3aHy, Oydy OKa3bIBaTh
MIOYTEHHUE.

— Ila kak BbI cmeeTe! — Hauanm ApucToH, HO TYT e 3aMonJal,
Korja AJpuaH MpUCTaBWII K €ro TVIOCKOMY KMBOTY KUHXKAJ.

— UtoObl K MONIHIO TeOs yKe 371eCh He ObUIO, — MPOIIENTal
Anpuan. — Haue, KJISIHYCh, YK€ CETOAHS TBOE KypTU3aHCKOE Te-
7o Oyaet uaBaTh B Tuope.

Anpuan yOpan KWHKaJl M HApaBWICS MPOYb. APUCTOH JIU-
xopaao4Ho crnotHy/. Kanenbku mora Gnecrenu Ha ero dene. U
cné3 Toxe. HeBeposiTHOE Opemst 0O Ibl HABAJIMJIOCh Ha €ro Tuie-
yn. HecmoTps Ha ero 3aciyru nepea Pumckoi mnepueit oH Bcé
eIIé HOCUT KierMo pada. Kypruzana.

ApPHUCTOH penvi JOXk1aThCsl UMIIepaTopa B arpuyme. Bmecre
¢ Karonom. Katon HepBHMYAT 1 BCE BpeMs MoAOaApuBaI MOJIO-
Joro rocrnoguHa. OTuero-ro ApUcToHy ceivac He XOTeIO0Ch Iy-
JISITh TIO JJBOPITY, YTOOBI CHOBA HEHAPOKOM BCTPETUTHCS C Al-



puaHoM. Heyxenu Dmunuii 1ymaeT, YTO OHU CMOTYT YXKHUThCS,
padoras Bmecte? Kakoii abcypn, mogymai B STOT MOMEHT ApH-
croH. [la AapuaH mpu JII0OOW BO3MOKHOCTU TIONBITAETCS €ro
YHUUTOXUTB, a KTO Takor ApuctoH? Hukro. Beero nuiib uyxe-
3eMell B 4yKJI01 eMy CTpaHe.

Bpems yxe noaxoausio K MOJNJHIO, HO MOBEJIUTENIb MUPa BCE
erme HaxXoquJICs MoJ1 BacThio Oora Mopdesit*.

APpHCTOH BCTaJI € JIOXKA U HAITPABUJICS K CAJIbHE UMIIEPATOpA.
Karon mocnemmn 3a HuM, 4ToOBI OCcTaHOBUTH. He ycren Apu-
CTOH 3aUTH B KOPUIOP, KaK DMWINI B Iy PILyPHOM TOTE YKE MEN
K HEMy HaBCTpeuy, Jepka B pyKax 0eJoro Kora.

— O, Apucron, — ckazan dmwmid. — JJo6poe ytpo!

SMUIHI OITYCTHII KOTa HA MPaMOPHBIIA TIOJT U OOHSIT ApUCTO-
Ha 3a IJIeYH.

— Jlo6pbiii AeHb, — TOANPABUT HEOBOJIBHO €ro APUCTOH U
0CBOOOIUIICS U3 KPENKuX 0ObsATHI umreparopa. — HyxxHo mo-
TOBOPUTb.

— Xouemns noroBoputh? Otimyno! TloroBopum ¢ 10601 ce-
rOJHS Ha BEYEpPHUHKE, a ceiyac MpOCTU, MHE HYKHO 3aKOHUHUTD
KOe-Kakue JAena.

Himniepatop JIeroHbKO TOJIKHYJ APUCTOHA B TUIEUO U OBICTPHIM
I1arOM HarpaBHJICS POYb.

— Ovwuii! — Bpocuit emy Beiien ApUCTOH.

—UYro? — Cipocui ero MU, OCTAHOBUBIIIUCH TTOCPE/IN Be-
CTUOIONISI.

% Bor cha



ApHUCTOH NOAOUIEN K HEMY U 3aMsuic. OH MOTYIWII B30P BHU3
M He 3HaJ, KaK CKa3arh APyry o0 yrpo3e AapuaHa.

— Yero ThI Goutibcs, ayma Mosi? — JIacKOBBIM TOHOM CITpO-
CHUJI UMIIEPATOP Y MPUTIOAHSIT MKW TOAO00POIOK ApUCTOHA
HaBEpX, BCTPETHUBIIIUCH C €r0 roMyObIMHU TJ1a3aMHu.

— OTmycTy MeHs 1IOMOM, — ITPOrOBOPHII TUXO APHUCTOH.

— Thl uTak gOMa, — OTBETHIT UMIIEPATOP U YJIBIOHYIICS.

— DMWIMM, OkKaIyHICTa. . .

— Wném, — ckazan DMunmii u B3si1 ApUCTOHA 32 PYKY.

Pyka nMmieparopa Oblia X0MOIHON ¥ MOKpoit. Uto Obu1o J0-
BOJIHO CTPaHHO.

SMUIMI 3a1arai no Kopuaopam, Befis 3a co0oit CBoero Apy-
ra. ApuctoH ObuT oOecriokoeH. Mbiciii 00 AfpuaHe He JaBayid
eMy Mokos1. M 3To ObUTO CITUIITKOM 3aMETHO, XOTh APHCTOH H IThI-
TaJICA TILATEJBHO CKPbIBATH CBOE UCTUHHOE COCTOSIHUE.

Hoias 10 BLICOKOU JEPEBSHHOU JBEPH, IMUIUN OCTAaHOBUJI-
sl ¥ OTIYCTU ApUCTOHA. DMUJIHIA TTOBEPHYJICS K IOHOIIIE U 00-
BEJ €0 MaJIblIeM HECKOJIBKO pa3, COBEpINast KaKOH-TO OOPS.

— Teneppb ThI OOT, — CKa3aJ1 DMUINNA U YIBIOHYJICS.

3areM OH pacnaxHyJ ABepU U APUCTOH YBUJIEN Tepes co0oi
orpoMHbIi 3a71. CHavaa oH jaxe He 0OpaThil BHUMaHUS Ha TO,
9TO OBLJIO BHU3Y, OCJIEITHYB OT BEJIMKOJETHS (DPECOK, TIOK PhIBAB-
IIMX CTEHBI 3TOTO 3aj1a U MOTOJIOK.

— IIpeacraBinsio TBOeMy BHUMaHUIO — Pum!

APHCTOH OITyCTWJI IJ1a3a BHU3 U Y)KaCHYJICS. MHOXECTBO MU-
HUATIOPHBIX IOMOB U COOPYKEHU, pUMCKUM Bua, Konnsen, xpa-



Mbl, [TaHTEOH, MOITIEHHBIE JTIOPOTH M JIEpPeBbs, BCE OBLIO 3/1€Ch,
Ha JIepeBsAHHOM Monty. Tenepb ApUCTOH MOHSJ, YTO UMEJ B BU-
Iy UMIIepaTop, Korja Ha3Bai ero 6orom. OH U BripaBIy ObuT 00-
r'OM, CMOTPUTEJIEM HaJl BEJIMKOM M MOT'YIECTBEHHOU Pumckon
Nwmriepueii.

— Hpasurca? — Cipocnin dMunmnu, yBuaeB BOCXUILEHUE Apu-
CTOHA.

— Yt0 310?

— Moii Mup, — oTBeTIII UMTIEpaTop. — IMEHHO 3/1eCh 51 BHIPOC,
urpas B ropogku. PaHbiie, KOHEUYHO, BCE 9TO HAXOAWIIOCH B JI0-
M€ MOMX POAMTENIEN, HO CITyCTSI HECKOJIBKO JIET I IIPUKa3all Me-
pEeBECTH BCE 3TO BO JBOpEL. 3/€Ch MPOLUIO MOE IETCTBO, MOSI
IOHOCTb. .. 3[IECb MOU JpYy3bsl, HACTOSIIIME APY3bsi, KOTOPbIE HU
pasy He MpeaBai U He /Il OONBHO. 31€Ch MOSI CEMbSI.

SDMuiun BbiTalna U3 [lanatmHa HECKOIBKO AepeBAHHBIX (PU-
I'YPOK, BBIPE3aHHBIX B (DOPME UEJIOBEUKOB U OAETHIX B PUMCKUE
OJIC3K/Ibl, U TIOKA3aJl UX APHUCTOHY.

— 3Haellb, — Ha4aJl TOBOPUTh DMUJINH, XO/1s1 BOKPYT rOpoAa. —
OmHaxpl, KOTJa MHE OBUTO PUMEPHO CTONBKO XKe CKOJIBKO U Te-
6e, s1 HaprcoBaJl prucyHOK. C3a1 pUCYHKa s1 Harucas OrucaHue.
S HaprcoBas 1 onMca UAEATHLHOTO JPYyra, KOTOPOTo s Obl XOTeN
uMeTh. § ayman, eciam s Bc€ Bpems Oyly MpPEeACTaBIATh €ro B
CBOMX MeUTax, TO OH KOrjia-HUOyAb MaTepuain3yeTcs. ITOT Apyr
ObLIT CMEJIBIM, OTBaKHBIM, CHJIbHBIM, MY>KECTBEHHBIM, C HEBEPO-
SITHO JIOOPOU M YMCTOW Iymiow...[lpyra, KOTopsiil Bcerga Oyner
PSIOM, KOTZIa MHE TUIOXO U KOTJa XOpOIIo. DTOT ApYT He OyaeT



JIbCTEIIOM U JIKEIIOM, WINA BBITOAY B JAPYXOe CO MHOW, HE UC-
TIOJIb3Ysl HAIITM OTHOINICHUSI B KOPBICTHBIX 11elisax. OH OyzeT npy-
’KUTh CO MHOH JIMIIIb TTIOTOMY, YTO JIIOOUT MEHsI TAaKUM, KaKOB $1
€CTb. — DMUJIMI OCTAaHOBUJICS HAPOTUB CYHAYKa U npucen. — U
HUKOT/Ia He OpPOCUT MeHsI, YTO Obl HU CIYYHIOCh. — OH OTKPBUI
CYH/IyK U BBITAIIMJI OTTY/Ja CBEPTOK NepramenTa. — 1 s cran no-
CTETIEHHO BEPUTb, YTO ITOT JAPYT CKOPO MOSBUTCS, CTOUT JIMIIIb
MOAOXKAATh. — DMUJIUI MOJHSAJICS C KOJIEH U MEJIJIEHHBIM 111arOM
HanpaBwicad B cTOpoHy ApuctoHa. — 1 g xpai. 1nu rogsl, HO
s He 3a0bIBa ero. $1 3Ha, 9TO OCTaNIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO, 1 5 C
HUM HaKOHell BCTpeuych. — Jlonas 4o ApUcToHa, DMWINK OCTa-
HoBuJjIcs. — U 51 ero BcTpeTus.

DMWIMI pa3BepHY/l MepramMeH M IOKa3ajl ero ApHUCTOHY.
Apucton onemen. Ha pricynke ObuT M300paXeH YesioBeK, HeBe-
POATHO NMOXOXKKK Ha ApucToHa. Te ke m1a3a, pyku, Te ke BOJIO-
ChI U 4TO elng Oosiee yIMBUTENbHO — Ha I1Iee BUCETT KPACHBIN Ky-
JIOH, KOTOpBII eMy noaapuiia Kucca. MbICib 0 TOM, YTO PUCYHOK
ObLT cIeaH HeIaBHO, cpa3y ke Obl1a OTpuHYyTa. [leprameHT Ot
CTapbiM, a U1300pakeHNe e/1Ba He CTEPIOCh. 3HAUUT, IMUJIUIA BCE
npejackazan?

— 41 He Xo4y, 4TOOBI THI YXOIWJI, APUCTOH, — TIPOJOJIKUII Ce-
PbE3HBIM TOHOM DMwnii. Ero B3misy] ObUT IEYaIbHBIM U YCTaB-
MM, KaK TOrja, KOrja oH MpUIIEn K ApUcToHy nomMoi. — Beap
Yy MEHSI COBCEM HET JIpy3€Hu.

ApuctoH Hu4ero He otBeTu1. OH M BIIpaBAy HE 3HAJL, YTO CKa-
3ath. OH moout dMums, Ho Kuccy on moout cutbhee. Kucca



OJIHA, OHA JKEHIIIMHA ¥ HEe CMOXET XUTh Oe3 Hero, ei HyKeH 3a-
HIUTHUK, My)KYMHa. A y MWK BO JABOPLE Ha KAKIOM YLy
CTPa)XHUKH U BepHbIE MMOJJaHHBIC.

DMUWINI He cTasl 10KuaaTbes orBeta. OH npuriacui Apucro-
Ha C HUM TIOUIpaTh, M 3T UTpa 3aTsHyJach 10 CaMOIo Beuepa.
Tenepb NOHATHO, KAKUMH “TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIMHU JIEJIAMU~ MIMIIE-
parop Bce BpeMs 3aHAT. Ho B OCHOBHOM, cuis 3a Urpou, Apu-
CTOH ¥ DMUJIUI Pa3roBapuBaId. DMWINKA BCE BpeMsl IIyTWI U
Bece1 ApUCTOHA, BCJIEICTBUE Yero I0HOIIA 3a0bUT O CBOEH Tie-
YaJii, KOTOpasi HACTUIVIA €ro YTPOM IOCJIe pa3roBopa ¢ Agpua-
HoM. Kazasnoch, 3TOT 4eloBeK MOXET IyTUTh OECKOHEUHO, IPH-
YEM IIYTKU Ka3aJTUCh OECCMBICIIEHHBIMU M BO3MOXHO TJTYTIbIMH,
HO M3 YCT 9TOrO YeJI0BEKA OHU Ka3aJIUCh HEBEPOSITHO CMEIIIHbI-
mu. [IpnuéMm, OH He pacckasbiBasl aHEKJOTHI, HeT...OH paccka-
3bIBaJI CBOM, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl, MPOOJIEMBI, HO PACCKa3bIBAI UX TaK,
YTO OHU Ka3aJUCh 3a0aBHBIMMU.

bimxe k Bedepy, korjaa kosnecHuua ['emoca yxe rmodru 3aka-
THJIACh 32 TOPU30HT, DMK MOKAIOBAJICS HA TOJIO] U ITPEJIO-
KW APUCTOHY NEPEKYCUTh. BMecTe OHM HalpaBUJIUCh Ha KyX-
HIO, T/I€ YK€ C yTpa KUILIEIN ABOPLOBbIE IOBAPA U TOTOBUJIU €y
Ha BEUEPHUU YKMH, HA KOTOPbIA ObUTM MPUIJIAIIEHH PUMCKHE
BEJIbMOXH U JTOJUKHOCTHBIE JIMILIA.

Apomar CTOsiJ HEBEPOSITHBI. DMWIMK B35 TIOJHOC C MPU-
T'OTOBJIEHHBIMH CaXapHBIMU MUPOKKAMU U OBICTPHIM II1arOM I10-
IBITAJICSL CKPBITbCS C TAK HA3bIBAEMOIO MECTa MPECTYIUIEHUSI.
ApUCTOH paccMesics NoBeaeHUIo apyra. ClieyeT 3aMeTUTb, YTO



ApPUCTOH JaBHO TaK HE CMesICs, Kak cerofns. B mocneanuii pa3
eMy OBLJIO TaK JXe Becesio, Korja oH kui Ha Kudepe, BMecte co
CBOUM JIpPyTUM AHTHUOXOM.

HachITUBIIMCh BKYCHBIX MUPOXKKOB, UMIIEpaTop U ApUCTOH
BBIILIH B cajl. B camy ObUTO MPOXJIafHO, TOITOMY DMUIIUN HAJIEN
CBOM TEIUIBIN TUIAN] HA [UIEYX APUCTOHA.

— He crout, — mporoBopusi ApucCTOH.

— He otkasbiBaiicsi, — OTBETHJI IMUIUN. — Thl TaKOU XyI0u
U CTaOEHBKUH, YTO JIETKWUI OCEHHUI BETEPOK MOXET MOryOUTh
TBOE 3/10POBbE.

— INocmotpu Ha cebs1, DMunmid, — ckasaal APHUCTOH U YIIBIO-
HyJscsA. — Thl HAMHOTO XyJee MeHs.

— ¥ MeHs npocTo Takoe TeNOCIoKeHe !

— Bame aBrycreninecTBo, — nocasimaics rojioc Katona c3a-
. — ['oct mpuObLIH.

— Wném, — ckazan DMuauil 1 mpruoOHsT APUCTOHA 32 TUICUH.

HapnieB Ha rosioBy 30/10TYy10 1Ma/ieMy, BBUIUTOIO O] JIABPOBBII
BEHOK, UMIIEPATOp BBINIS/IE] MOUCTUHE MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM 4e-
JIOBEKOM. A KOXaHbI€ Caroryd v myprypHasi Tora npyujaBaju emie
OoJIbIlIE BEJTMYECTBA.

YtoOb1 ApUCTOH HEe CMYTIAJICS, DMUIMH 3aIIEN B 32Ty BMECTe
C HUM. YBHJIEB UMIIEPATOpa, TOCTU TYT K€ MOKJIOHWIUCH EMY, a
Te, YTO ObUIM CONJaTaMu — OTJAId pUMCKUi camoT. Ha Bpems
APpHCTOHY MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO TOCTH OTAAIOT EMY YECTb, 4 HE UM-
niepaTopy ¥ He CMOT CAEPKATh YIIBIOKH.

— Bynpre 31paBel, rocnoaa! — BOCKIMKHYJ DMWIAN.



— Busar Nmnieparopy! — B yHHCOH OTBETHIIM TOCTH.

SDMuHid 0OOMIEN JITTMHHBIA CTOJT U OCTAHOBUJICS BO3JIE TOTO
JIoXka, TJe CUJelia ero rmpekpacHasi keHa Ypcyna. Psagom crosin
BepHbIN ciyra Katon u Boccean 6ecCMEHHBIN COBETHUK AJIpH-
aH...

ApUCTOH BCIIOTEN ¥ CHOBA 3aHepBHUYAJ. Ho Haxonsch psaaom
C JIpyrom, OH 4yBCTBOBAJ c€0s1 yBEPEHHEE U 3aIUIIEHHBIM.

DMIIUH yKa3aa Ha MeCcTo psAAoM ¢ coOoii u ApuctoH cen. [o-
CJIe Yero 3a CTOJI CTaJIM MPUCAKUBATHCS U TOCTU, KOTOPBIE MTPU-
ObLTH Ha ykuH. Cpe/iv rocTel ObUTA CeHATOPBI, TOITHI, 3HAMEHH-
ThIE AKTEPBI, BOCHHOCIYKAIlIE€ U HEKOTOPBIE TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIE
JOJIKHOCTHBIE JIMIIA, BPOZAE MPETopa.

¥Ypcyna nonenopaia CBOEro My:xa M CIIpoCHIIa:

— I'me 151 OBLT?

— Bech JeHb urpaji ¢ ApUCTOHOM B TOPOJKH, & IOTOM MBI T10-
UM TYJISATh, — YECTHO OTBETHJI DMWIMKM U TPUCTYIIUII K Tparese.

AJlpuaH BCE 3TO BpeMsi CMOTpeJl Ha ApUCTOHA. APUCTOH Jie-
JlaJl BUJI, YTO HE 3aMEYaeT €ro, HO JaKe OTBEPHYBIIMCh, OH BCE
PaBHO OIIYIIAJI €r0 B3IJISIL.

— Bamie aBrycreiiiecTtBo, — HaKOHEI| CIEPKAHHO MPOU3HEC
Anpuan. — [To3BosbTe MOTIOOOIBITCTBOBATD, & UYTO, COOCTBEHHO
rOBOPS, 32 UMIIEPATOPCKUM CTOJIOM JIEJIAeT KypTU3aH?

VYpcyna oTopBanack OT €/1bl U BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MOCMOTpPEIA Ha
Anpuana

— I'ne ata mumoxa? — C rHeBOM cripocwiia Ypcyna M Hadaja
03UPaThCsI BOKPYT, CXBATUB B PYKY cepeOpsHBIA HOX.



— Tuiue, Tuilie, Ayiia Mosi, — YCIIOKOWJ €€ MU, — 31ech
HEeT HUKaKuX KypTusaHoB. Eciu Tol umeens B BULy ApUCTOHA,
TO THI He TIpaB. OH He KypPTU3aH W HUKOrJa UM He Obu1. 1 BOOO-
ie! — DMuni Berad ¢ Jioxa v nogasut ookan. — [ocrioga! — O0-
partusics oH K roctsiM. — [1o3BosibTe peacTaBUTh BaM MOETO JIy4-
uiero apyra — Apucrona! — Muimi nogHAA ApUCTOHA ¢ MeCTa
Y TIOJIOKWJT PyKY €My Ha I71e40. [ 0CcTH 3aMoyanu u mocMoTpesu
Ha ApUCTOHA. APUCTOH HE 3HAJI, UTO CENYac AyMaioT O HEM 3TU
JIOTY, JIATA UX ObUTM HEBO3MYTUMBIMU. — DTOT XpaOpbIii IOHOIIIA
crac MHe XH3Hb BO BpeMs MsTexa. IMeHHO eMy MBI Bce 00s1-
3aHbl. S Mosarato, JIOAU AOJKHBI 3HATh UMs1 CBoero reposi. ['e-
pOs1, KOTOPBIH CMac He TOJNBKO BaIlero JIIOOMMOro paBUTesl, HO
u Bclo Pumckyio Umnepuio ot npenarensckux jan KopOysnona!
Beinbem ke 3a Apuctona. Jlonrux jger eMy Ku3HU, AMUHBb !

— BuBar Apucton! [lonrux ner emy xu3Hu! — Heckoibko pas
MOBTOPUJIU T'OCTH.

ApUCTOH HE CMOT cAepKaTh CaMOJIOBOJIBHOUW ymblOKu. Emy
ObUIO O€3MEpHO MPHUSITHO. DMUIAN yAApUI CBOW OoKa 00 6o-
KaJl ApHUCTOHA 1 OBICTPO OCYIIHII cofiepkuMoe BuHA. OIHaKoO,
umreparop He cooupacs canutbesi. OH HaOpas JErkue Bo3ayxa
Y CHOBA 3arOBOPUJI, I03KAABILUCH, KOT/1a TOCTU CTUXHYT.

— YBaxkaemple rocroga! — 3aroBopui 3BOHKMM T'OJIOCOM UM-
nieparop. — Bel 0CBeTOMJIEHBI O MOEM HECYACThE. — APUCTOH MO-
CMOTpeJ Ha DMWIHUS, TIBITASACh OHATh, YTO OH UMEN B BULY. —
K coxanenuio, 60ru mokapajim MeHsl 3a TPeXH, COBEpIIIEHHbIC B
MOJIOJOCTH M BCJIEACTBUE ITOTO 51 HE MOT'Y UMETh JIETEU. — IMU-



JIM1 HAPOYHO Ciesal nay3y, JaBasi FOCTSIM IOCOYYBCTBOBATb UM-
niepaTopy B ero rope. — Ho ciy4uch 4To co MHO, UMIIEPUIO HE HA
KOTo OTCTaBUTh. VIHBIMM CIOBaMH, MHE HYK€H TOCTOMHBIN Ha-
ciefiHuK. ToT, YTO CMOXET 3aMEHUTh MEHS B CJTyyae MOE! KOH-
YUHBI.

— Jla 3amuTAT Bac 60Ty, Balle CUSITETbCTBO, — 3aTOBOPHIT AJI-
pHaH 1 BCTaJl CO CBOEro MecTa. — Bce Mbl yroBaemM Ha MUJIOCTh
O0roB, 4TOOBI OHM HE JIMIIIUJIN CBOMX pabOB CBOETo JIOOMMOIo
umrneparopa. ['oBopsi 0 HaceaHUKe, Bbl, O€3yCIIOBHO, MBICITUIN
pa3yMHO U cripaBeaauBo. O1HAKO, HeJb3s TePSITh HAJIEK Y, BO3-
MOXHO, BCE el ecTh MmaHc. JInOo, MOJTHOMOUUST MOXHO Tepe-
JaTh TOMY ke ercTByioleMy CeHaTy, KOTOpblE HE OCTaBAT UM-
NIEpHUI0 Ha MPOU3BOJI CYAbOBI, THOO. . .HACIIEIOBATh BJIACTh YEJIO-
BEKY, KOTOPBII ITaBHO BaM MpEJIaH U YKe JI0JIT0e BPeMsl CITYKUT
Y UCTIOJTHSIET TOCY/IapCTBEHHBIE TIOJIHOMOYHS.

['octn B 3HaK cornacusi 3aKMBajIM rojiopaMu. Bce oHM mo-
HUMaJH, K 4yeMmy KJIOHUT AnpuaH. OH XOTels, 4TOObl UMEHHO
OH CTaJI HACJeIHUKOM Iipectoyia. Bece 3Hanm, yto Aapuan npe-
KpPacHO CHpaBJIsETCS] C TOCYIApPCTBEHHBIMU OOSI3aHHOCTSIMU U
YIPaBJISAET CTPAHOM, KOT/1a UCTUHHBIN IIPABUTEIb C YTPa A0 Beve-
pa pas3BiekaeTcs. AapuaH ObLT MyIPbIM, CUJIbHBIM U OITBITHBIM.
VIMeHHO Takoro npaBuTesisl pUMIISTHE XOTeJIN BUIETb.

— B0o3MOX%HO, — Tpooyku AlpyaH, — 3TO Ball IPYT, JIy4IIUI
JpyT, KOTOPOT'O BbI 3HAETE C IETCTBA U B €0 BEPHOCTH Y BaC HET
COMHEHUSI.

— Jla...— mpoTsHYJ DM U YABIOHYICS, CMOTPsI Ha Azipu-



aHa. AJpuaH yJIbIOHYJICS B OTBET. — IMEHHO MIOSTOMY $1 IPUHSLI
peieHue. — Bee 3amonmyany, oxuaas BOJIO IIpaBUTENI. — YBa-
’KaemMble rocrojia v cusiTeJibHble OTIbl! Bbl cCBUAETEM MOETo 3a-
sBieHus1. Katon!

— [a, Baie aBrycreiiecrso?

— 3adukcupyii MOIO BOJTIO ITUCBMEHHO U BEJIM OOHAPOIOBATb.
Hacneannukom umneparopa I'asg Tubepus Dius Imunus ABry-
CTa Ha3Hayaercs. ..

Bce 3arannu apixaHue, HUKTO HE CMeJ TPOM3HECTU HU CJIOBA.
SDMWINKA HAPOYHO ClIEIa)l MHTPUTYIoIyo nay3y. Bece Momya 3a
HUM HaOmonai. OH TOHSLT Majiel] BBEPX U 3aKMYPHIICS.

— DMwui? — AKKypaTHO CIIpoCr ApPUCTOH.

SDMUIMI NoYecant HOC U BbITEP YChI.

— YuxHyTh XOTEJ, — OTBETHJI UMIIEpaTOp 1 yIbIOHYCS. [ocTn
YCMEXHYJIUCh. — MTak, Ha3Havaercs. ..

— Hy xe? — He Bbinepkan Agpuad. OT BOJTHEHUSI OH CKUMAJ
MEJIHYIO JIOKKY B PYKe.

SDMWIMHI CHOBA 3aMOJI4ajl ¥ MOAHA Majiell BBEpX.

— HazHauvaercst A...— cran nomorarb AJIpyaH.

— A...— IOBTOPUJI UMIIEPATOP BCE €IIE Aepxka najel] BBepX.

— All...— IPOAOJKUAI AJTpUaH.

— Amuxu! — Hakoner ynxHys1 DMWIMN U OBICTPO MPOJION-
KW, — ApUCTOH!

['ocTy ormymmTeNnbHO 3apyKOIUIECKAIN, XOTS U HE OYEHb I10-
HUMaJIM pellieHre UMIIEPATOpa, HO MEPEUUTh €r0 BOJIM HE CTaJIH.

Jlfomy moH TN OOKAJTBI U BBIMTUAJIM 32 A PUCTOHA. DMUITHAN CEll



Y TIPUCTYTIWII K Tpane3e. ApUCTOH U AJipriaH ObLITN CUJTBHO YAWB-
JIEHBI, 1A YTO TaM yAMBJIEHBI — IIIOKAUPOBAHBL. YpCyJia TOKE.

— Cynpyr MoH, Hy’)KHO IIOTOBOPUTb, — CKa3aja Ypcyna.

— Hy He celiuac, comHIIe, — OTBETHII DMIIUH C HAOUTHIM PTOM.

— Ceituac xe, — mpommrnesna Ypcyna u O0JIbHO CXBaTHIIa €ro
32 IJIeYO.

— Hy nagno, uny, uay, — HeJOBOJIbHO MPoOypYa IMUIUN U
BCTaJI U3-3a CTOJA.

AzipyiaH TOXe TOTHSJICS CO CBOETo MecTa U OpOCHB HEHABUCT-
HBII B3IJIs] HA APUCTOHA, OBICTPO MOCTIEA0BAIT 32 UMIIEPATOPOM
Y €ro JKEHOMU.

APpPHCTOH BOIPOCUTENILHO TOCMOTPEJT Ha PsiioM crosiiero Ka-
TOHA Y TOJTyYIJT B OTBET JIUIIH C1a00e MOKATHE TUIEYOM.

&k

VYpcyna ocraHOBWIACH B KOPUIOPE M OTHYCTHJIA DMUJIMA.
DMWIMI HAXMYPWICA U MOMIAAWI TO MECTO HA PYyKe, 3a KOTO-
poe ero xeHa O0JbHO Jepkasia. AJpuaH MoCMOTpeNt Ha Ypeyiy,
MIPEJOCTABUB MEPBOE CIIOBO €.

— Thl ¢ yma comén? — Hayasia HakoHel| Ypcyna cBOMM 3BOH-
KHUM rojiocoM. — Ha3zHayaTth HacjieJHUKOM MpecToa /uiiHa *?

— Jla em€ u kyptuzana! — C oTBpailieHueM ckazaa AJipuaH u
CKPECTUJI HEOBOJIbHO PYKHU Ha TPyAH.

[ I'peka



— 3HauuT OH KypTHU3aH? — YIuBUIIach YpCyna u elle CUIIbHee
MOKPACHea OT 3JI0CTH.

— Jla 3amMommumte BBl 002, — 000pBaT MX UMIIeparop. — 5 yxe
JaBHO Jymajl 00 YCBIHOBJIEHUM M APUCTOH camasl MOJXOASIIas
KaHJUIATypa Ha PoJib MOETO OTIIPbICKA U HACJIEIHMKA ITPECTOA.

SOMuUIMI crienan cephE3HbIA BU U COOPAJICs YXOIUTh, HO TYT
VYpcyna ero cHoBa cxBaTuiia 3a PyKy U Ipuxaia K creHe. Boirs-
JIeJI0, BIIPOYEM, ITO JOBOJBHO KOMUYHO. Hu3eHbKas xumnas ae-
BYIIIKA M BBICOKMI CHJIbHBIA MY)XYMHA — IIPABUTENIb CAMOW MO-
I'YILIECTBEHHOW B MUPE UMIIEPUU.

— Twr kaxercs 3a6bu1, OMarojapss KOMy Thl CTaJl MMIIEpATO-
poM, — npomnesna Ypcyna, CMOTps DMUIUIO B [J1a3a.

Smumii HepBHUYAT. O0 3TOM rOBOPHIY KaneJIbKY 1MoTa, Oie-
CTEBIIIME HA €ro JIULIE.

— Thl MOXEIlIb TaK e JIMIIUTHCS BIACTH, KK U MOTy4nI e€, —
NPOJOIKIIA TOBOPUTh Ypcyaa. — ApUCTOH — He OyleT TBOUM
CBHIHOM HU TTPU KaKUX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX, MHAYE, KIISTHYCh, s TeOs
YHUUTOKY.

— I'ocnioxa, — OKJIMKHYJT €€ AJlpUaH.

VYpcyna npuiiuia B ceds U, IepecTtaB AepKaTbh MUK 32 TOTY,
OTOIILIa Ha3a/.

— 51 Te6s1 mpenynpenuia, Cyrnpyr MOM.

SDMUIMIA He 3HAJ, 4TO cKa3arh. Ceiluac OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOst
COBEPIIEHHO OECTIOMOIIHBIM. AJIpriaH U YpcyJa NOKJIOHWIUCH U
yIIUTA OOPATHO B 34Ty, K TOCTSIM, OCTAaBUB UMIIEPATOPA OJIHOTO.

ApUCTOH, YBUJIEB, KaK MPHOMIKAIOTCS Ypcyna ¢ AApraHOM



CHOBa 3aHepBHUYAL. KaToH HeJOyMEHHO TOcMOTpet Ha HuX. Ko-
ria Ypcyna v AipuaH 3aHsUTH MTPeskHee MECTo, OHU 00a Opocuin
HEHABUCTHBIN B3IVIA] B CTOpOHY ApucrtoHa. Ka3anoce, 4to oHu
ceiiuac OpocsITCsS Ha HEro, MOJOOHO BOJIKAM U Pa30PBYT B KJIO-
Ybsl.

— A rae nmneparop? — OCTOpOKHO CITpOCHl ApUCTOH, B3BOJI-
HOBAHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Bmecto oTBeTa AjpuaH KMHYJI Ha HEro TakoW B3IVIsA[, Ka-
KMM OOBIYHO CMOTPSIT HA YMCTBEHHO OTCTAJIbIX. APUCTOHY CTa-
JIO HEJIOBKO.

— Unémte, rocriogvy, — npoutentan Kartod Ha yXxo ApUCTOHY,
TaK, YTOObl MX HUKTO HE YCJIbIIIAIL.

ApucTOH OBICTPO BCTaJI M HE3aMETHO, He TIpHUBJICKast K ceOe
BHUMAaHU 1, HAITPABUJICS BMECTE C BOJIBHOOTITYILIEHHUKOM ITPOYb
U3 IIYMHOTO 3aJ1a, /1€ TOCTH ObUTH Y:Ke U3PSIHO IbsHbI.

— I'ne Dmummin? — Copocuit ApUCTOH, O3UPasiCh BOKPYT.

KaToH Hauan xomuTh MO KOPUAOPY, 3arisAblBasi B KaXblid
yrol U OfMH M3 YIJIOB OKa3ajcs He MyCT. APUCTOH IMOAOIIEN
k Karony m yBugen cupdiero Ha noiny ummeparopa. immnepa-
TOp, MOOTHYB 07 ceOs1 KOJIEHKU, CUEN Ha MPaMOPHOM IOy
¥ JIMXOPAJIOYHO MOTJIAKUBA OOPOY, CMOTpSI B CTEHY. 3aMeTUB
IpUIIEAIEro ApUCTOHA, OH TYT e BCTaJl M HayaJl OAIPaBIATh
CKJIAJIKU CBOEU TOTU.

— Uro cnyuunoch? — Copocun ApuctoH. Ijist Hero ObLIO
cTpaHHO, 4To KartoH BOT Tak MpOCTO CTOUT M Oe3[eiCTBYeT,
CJIOBHO OH BUJMT UMIIEpaTOpa B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM HE BIIEPBbIE.



U tak oHO m ObLI0. KaToH yacTo Bue I umMmnepaTopa TakumM, OH
3HAJI IPAYMHY, 3HAJI UCTOYHUK €TI0 HACTPOEHHE, & UICTOYHUKOM
ObLJ1a BCEr/1a ero xeHa, KOTOPOIo OH OOsIICS CUIIbHEE Kapbl OOTOB.

— Huuero, — otBeTnn munuii u yiabiOHycs. — Tak, a mouemy
9TO Bbl yluM ¢ BeuepuHku? Hy ke, Bo3Bpaiiaiitech ckopee B
3aJ1y, FOCTH ¥ BKyCHEUIIME CTBa K IYyT Bac. K Tomy ke ¢ MUHyTY
Ha MUHYTY HAQUHETCS MpeJCTaB/IeHre akpoOaToB, Bbl HE JOJIKHBI
€ro MpOITyCTUTB !

DMWIMI MONOKUI CBOM CUJIbHBIE PYKU Ha Tuieun Karona u
ApHCTOHA M HaYaJl UX MOATOHATb.

— dvuimit, nocron! — Ckazan ApUCTOH 1 pE3KO NOBEPHYJICA K
umnepartopy. — Ham HyxHO OroBoputh. — ApUCTOH IOCMOTPE
Ha psgoMm crosiiero Katona u no6aBuit: — HaeuHe.

DMWIMH KECTOM PyKH Ipukasan KaroHy ymanurtecs, a cam
IIPUCEIT HA JIOKE B aTPUyME U MOJIOKUB HOT'Y Ha HOTY, IIPUTOTO-
BUJICS CITyIATh.

— DMWIKHI, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYUT? — 3aroBopusl ApUCTOH. —
Kakou nacnennuk? Kakou nipecron? Thl ¢ yma comén?

— §1 paBHO yke YCHIHOBWJI TeOsi, — OTBETWJI UMIIEpATOp U
ycMmexHyJcsi. — TBo€ cormacue 3aech 1axe He TpeOyeTcsl.

— 910 6e3ymue! — BoCKIMKHYI APUCTOH U CXBAaTHIICS 34 Io-
noBy. — Kakoii-to abeypn, Open!

DMWIMHI NOAHAJCA C JIOKA U OCTAHOBUJI, XOAALIETO M0 KOM-
Hate ApuctoHa. OH OCMOTpEJ EMY B I71a3a U YCIOKAUBAIOILIE
3arOBOPUIIL:

— Maupii, He 3a0bIBai, OXATYWUCTa, YTO 51 TBOU TIOBEJIUTE]Tb.



N kaxxgoMy npukasy Thl, KaK MOW MOJAHHBIN, TOJKEH TOBUHO-
BaThcsA. $1 Bepio, UTO M3 TeOs BHIAAET JOCTOWHBINA MPEEMHUK,
ThI 3aCJTYKWJT TIPaBO ObITh HAC/IETHUKOM. MOXeT, Thl OOUIIIbCs?
Ckaxwu, uto Te0s OecriokonT? AnpuaH U Ypcyna, BO3MOXKHO,
yke ycIienu 3amyrarhb 1e0si?

[Ipu ynomuHanuu uMeHu AnpuaHa ApPUCTOH U3MEHUJICS B
Jvie. DMUIVIA 3aMETHIT TO U JIETOHBKO IPUOOHST APUCTOHA 3a
TUICYH.

— He Oovics1, oam Tebe HUYero He caenaior. 51 Te0s 3amuiry.
Karon OyzieT Bcé BpeMms psiiom, KBuHT ToXe.

— KBunt? — YouBuics ApucToH, BCTIOMHUB CTaporo IEeHTY-
pHOHA.

— Ha, Buxy, uyto nomuuIb ero. Hy, xe, He Ooricsi, BCE Oyaer
XOPOIIIO.

DMWIMKA 1Ol ApUCTOHA 32 BOJIOCHI, HE BBITYCKAs U3
OOBATHIA.

— He 3nato, 9muimii. . . A kak ke Kucca?

— Kucca moxer B moboe Bpemsi mpueskarh K Tede B TOCTH.
ThI MOXeIlIb TCaTh el TUChMA.

ApUCTOH BBICBOOOAUJICS U3 OOBSATUN DMUITUS U HAXMYPUJICS.

— B xakom cmbiclie rpue3xath B roctu? To ecThb, OepeMeHHast
JKEHIIMHA JOJKHA cama MPUe3KaThb B CTONUILY, YUUTHIBAsI OCEH-
HIOIO TIOTO/TY, MPH KOTOPOU MOXHO JIETKO MOIXBATUTH TPOCTYHY ?
Her yx, 51 cam Oyany K Hell nmpuesxkarh B Kozy.

—Her, — oTBeTHJI DMUINI 1 TOKPACHE OT 3710CTU. — Thl OCTa-
Hellbcs 371ech. Eci Th Oyjienib iepeduTh MOel BOJIU, Thl OO0JTb-



11Ie HUKOI/1a He YBU/UIIb CBOIO KEHY, SICHO?

ApUCTOH OHEMeJT OT TakuX CJI0B. OH HHUKaK He OXKUAAJ, 4TO
SOMUIHUIA MOXKET ObITh TAKUM KECTOKHUM.

— [IpaBusnbHO 0 TeGe roBOPAT KBUPUTHI, PUMOM MpaBUT TH-
pan! — Bpocw B cepaiax ApUCTOH U TIOOEsKaJT IMPOYb.

— A Hy croii! — KpukHyn eMy Bciie uMniepaTtop, OpOCHBIIMCH
BJIOTOHKY. — 910 npukas! I — umneparop!

— Wnu x opky! — Iocnbiancs otBeT ApUcTOHa B KOPUAOPE.

Cyns 1o rosnocy, ApUCTOH MpUOIMKAICS K camy. DMUWIMN
yCKOpWIT Oer, HO TSKENast Tora BCE BpeMsl 3aIyThIBAJIMCh B HO-
rax. [Toatomy oH ocTraHOBMIICSI U OBICTPO CKUHYB C ceOsl BepX-
HIOIO OfIE)K/Iy U OCTaBIIMCh B OJHOM JIETKOW OeNoil TYHUKe, T0-
Oexan emg OpicTpee, NUIENAs caroramu 1o mpamopy. ooexas
J0 cafa, DMUAJIMU HadaJl O3UPaThCs BO TbME U UCKaTh APUCTOHA.

— [lokaxuce! — KpukHyJ ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO DMUIMU U CKAJT OT
3JI0CTH KYJIAKH.

Ha ymurie 61710 TeMHO ¥ ITpoXJiaaHo. M3peaka rpemern rpom,
Ty4M CHOBA 3arOJIOHMIN HeOeca, Cy/s 10 BCeMY, CKOPO TOIKEH
ObLI1 HAYAThCS JIMBEHb. DMWIMHI pUciyiiascs. Bnepeau nocibl-
HIajacs TPECK JoMalolecsl BeTKu. Toraa ummeparop rnodexan
HaBCTPEUy UCTOUHUKY 3BYKa, OKU/1asi BCTPETUTHCS TaM ¢ Apu-
croHOM. JIoGeskaB 10 BBICOKOH CTEHbI, OTOPaKMBAIOIINN CaJl, OH
3aMeTU1 TEMHYIO (DUTYpPY, CIPHITMBAIOIIYIO BHU3. DMWIAN I11U-
POKO pacKpsbL1 IJ1a3a OT U3yMJIEHHUS.

— Croit, usmeHHuk! — Kpuknyn dmummii. Ero nepenonHsin
oyket amonmii. U 3m0cTh, 1 06una, n HeHaBUCTh. OH XOTeN Ofl-



HOBPEMEHHO U IIJIaKaTh, U cMeAThes. [Ipu 3TOM OH He oTnaBas
OTYETa B CBOUX JEUCTBUSIX.

Crena OblTa BHICOKOH. DMWINI HaYal KapaOKaThCsl, HO T0-
HsJI, YTO OH HE CMOXET Ha He€ 3ae3Tb. OH yIuMBUIICA JIOBKO-
CTM APHCTOHA ¥ HE TOHUMAJI, KaK MAJIBYMIIKA TaK OBICTPO CMOT
e€ oposiets. Torga OH HaKOHEIl 3aMETWII BETKY JIepeBa. DMWINN
HOJIOKWJT HOT'Y Ha BETKY U MPUIOIHSBUINCH, 3aj€3 HAKOHEll Ha
3a60p. MonHMs cHOBa cBepkHysa. C Heba MOCTENEeHHO Havyallu
najarh KarnejabKy JOXKAs, C KakIbIM pa30M BCE YCUIIMBASCh.

SMumil yBUAET B TEMHOTe Oeryinyo (Gpurypy ApUCTOHA W
npuoboapuiics. OH yXe MBICIIEHHO BoOOpakas cebe, 4To ciena-
€T C HUM, KOrja IovMaer.

— Bpéub He yiaeimb! — KpukHya1 DMuimid.

ApUCTOH OOEpHYJICS, YCIBIIIAB FOJIOC DMUHUS U YBUAEI, KaK
UMIIepaTop, CTOs1 Ha BBICOKOW KaMEHHO CTeHe MPUrOTOBUJICS K
IPBIKKY. DMWIMKU XOTEJN IPUCECTb, HO BMECTO 3TOIO OH HEYK-
JIO’Ke TIOCKOJIb3HYJICS ¥ YIAPUBIIKCH 00 CTEHY, TOJIeTeN 3a Ipe-
J€JIbl CTEHBI.

— Ovuimil! — KpukHya ApUCTOH U He TepsAsl HU MUHYTHI 1O~
Oexa K Apyry Ha MOMOIIb.

Hoxap yermics. MoiaHuM Hadainu cBepkars vaie. 13-3a go-
K51 He ObUTIO HUYETO BUIHO. APHCTOH JOOEXKa O CTEHbI U YBU-
JeJ1 JIeKAILero Ha 3emJyie DMWIns. ApPUCTOH MBICJIEHHO MOJIUII-
cs1, YTOOBI €r0 Jpyr OKa3ascs KUBbIM, UHaue. .. MIHave ero, Apu-
CTOHA, MOTY OOBUHUTH B YOUHCTBE UMIIEpaTOpa.

SDMWINMK JIekKaJl B TPS3U, BOABI MO HAM CTAaHOBHWJIOCH BCE



OoblIiie 1 OOJIbIIE, TPUYEM BOJIA TIepeMeIIaach C KpOBbIO. ApH-
CTOH MOMJIOKUJI PYKH MOJ TEJIO UMIIEpaTopa U MOAHSII €ro, Kak
B TOT pa3, BO BpeMs msTexa. OH MpHsKal ero K CBoeu rpyau u
MIPOBAJIMBASCH B I'PsI3H, 3aIllaraji B CTOPOHY JBOPIIA.

CrycTsi JOBOJIBHO JITUTENTbHOE BpeMsi APUCTOH HaKOHeIl Ha-
1€ BXO[. 3aii/is1 BOBHYTPb, €r0 BCTPETUIIM ABOE ITPETOPUAHILIEB.
Onu ObUTH CUJTBHO yauBJIeHBL. Bopona Dmumus Obuta TPSI3HOM,
MOKPO#, KyApsiIBble BOJOCHI MCTIAUYKaHbl KPOBbIO, OEJIOCHEKHAS
TYHUKA CTajla KOPUUYHEBOM, HO HEM3MEHHOMW JIUIIIb OCTaBajach
30JI0Tast 1Majema.

— Yto npousonuio? — Cripocuii OMH U3 MPETOPUAHIIEB.

— Ilo3oBuTte nekapsi, — BMECTO OTBETA MpUKa3asl APUCTOH.

[TperopuaHiibl, BIpoYeM, TYT ke TIOAYMHUINCH. APUCTOH Ha-
NPaBIJICS K MOKOSIM DMIJIHS ¥ Ha CBOEM IyTHU BCTPETUIT Oery-
miero Karona. B pykax oH aepskai myprypHyto Tory. C3aau Hero
Obuta Ypcyna u Anpuan. Haiins omexny mmmneparopa, Bce Io-
JQyMaJli, 4TO C aBryCTOM YTO-TO CIIyYHJIOCH U TYT € 3aHSUIUCh
ero norckamu. Ypcyna axayia. Karon roxe. [Tprunras cebe mox
HOC, OH HayaJl paccnpaiimBaTh ApUCTOHa, YyTo mpousoruio. Ho
ApucrtoH He otBevas. OH Bc€ ee 0osics, YTO U3-3a HETO yMep
umrneparop. Uto 31o oH you ero.

B nmokom ero myctuiu cTopokeBble U ApUCTOH HaKOHel| TOo-
JIOKWJT TeJI0 DMUIIMS Ha MOCTETb.

— 310 THI YOUI ero?! — Ckazana Ypcysa u Habpocuiiach C Ky-
JJakaMu Ha APUCTOHA.

Ho Karon BmecTe ¢ ApraHoM OTOTHAJIM €€ OT I0HOLIN.



— OH...— 3aroBopun ApucroH. Bce npucnymamics. — OH
ymaj, co creHsl. M ynapuiics ronosom.

— Kaxou kommap, — npokoMmeHTrupoBai Karos.

Jlekapb BMecTe ¢ npeTtopraHIiaMu 3a0ekall B TIOKOU U OBbICT-
PO Havaj ocMaTpvBaTh TeJo uMmIeparopa. Bee crosuiu psaom u
MOJTYa HAOMIOATN 32 TTPOMCXO/ISIIIM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT, APUCTOH 3aMETHUJ1 B YIJTy HEBBICOKYIO CKYJIbII-
Typy U3 Mpamopa. [IpurisieBumcy, OH BCIOMHUJI, KaK MO3UPO-
Bas1 KopOysoHy, a OTOM MMIIEpaTOp BOCXUINAJICS CKYJIBITYPOU.
Teneps oHa cTos1a 371ech. B mokosix. IHTepecHo, 4To qymMaet 06
sToM Ypcyna?

— OH xuB? — Cripocui ApUCTOH.

— Jla, — OTBETHUJI JIeKaphb.

Bce o6nerdyeHHo B3AOXHYJIH.

— Ho BbIKMBET WM HET, 5 HE 3HAI0, — JIONOJIHUII HEOXKHUJAHHO
JIeKapb.

— B kakom 310 cmbicie?..— Cripocuit KatoH.

Kazanoce, Topko ApucToH 1 KatoH NCKpeHHee nepexnBaim
3a UMIieparopa, koraa AipuaH 1 Ypcysia yxe BOBCIO TOTOBUJIMCh
K noxopoHaMm. OHU Jaxe BbIIUIA U3 KOMHATHhI, [IOHSIB, YTO Ha-
Jek]Ibl Ha criaceHue HeT. M 910 ObUIo yXkKacHo. ..

— Yepen nposomiieH, — 3aroBOpWJI CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM JIe-
Kape. — IIpunérca BcraButh mactuny. [lomumo sroro, ciomasa
neBas pyka M 1mes. OH 4yJJloM OCTaJICsl B )KMBBIX. A ceiyac 1o-
TMPOIITY BBIMTH, TOCHOAA.

Bckope k siekapio MoJouM €ro NOMOIIHUAKY U IIPUCTYTIAIN



K pabore. ApuctoH U KatoH TeM BpeMeHeM CTOSUIM 3a JIBEpPhIO
Y MOJIWJIUCB.

— DTO BCE U3-32 MEHs, — IPOrOBOPUJ APUCTOH U OIyCTHJI-
Cs1 MEIIIKOM Ha T0J1, CXBAaTUBIIIKCh 32 rosioBy. — OH nobexarn 3a
MHOU Y yma.

— He Bunwmte cebs1, rocoauH, — ckaszan Katon u mpucen ps-
nom. — Tak pacnopsinuiuchk 60ru.

— Ho on o6e3ymen, Karon! O 3anpeTus1 MHE IOKUIATh IBO-
pen...A y MeHs cembsi! CKOpO JOJIKHA POAMTDH KEHA W BAPYT
MMIIEPATOP PEIAET CAEIATh MEHSI CBOMM HACIEAHUKOM. IJTO Ke
Kakou-To Open. .. [Touemy oH Tak cedst Benér, Katon? Moskert, oH
Y BIPaBIy AYIIEBHOOOIBHOM ..

— OH He ObLT TAKUM, — OTBETHJI cepb&3HO KaToH 1 3aroBopuit
TOHOM pacCKa34yMKa: — B JETCTBE OH MeUTaJl CTaTh JIETHOHEPOM.
OH XOTeJ1 CIykHUTb OTEYECTBY, XOTEJI IOMOTaTh JIIOIAM, 3allli-
masi ux u odecrieunBas nokor. Ho pasymeercst ero otiry Obu1o
HE JI0O MEeUTHI ChIHA, & MaTh BCE BpeMsi Obly1a 3aHsATa. Toraa oH of1-
HaX/Ibl BBIHYJI U3 HOKEH CIISIIErO CTOPOKEBOro MIaUi U HAJeB
Ha ce0s IUIeM U KPacHBIH TJ1alll, TIO3JHUM BeU4epoM cOexan u3
noma. imniepatop xoTten yiuTH B JIETUOH, OH 3HAJI, T/1€ HAXOAUTCS
narepb. Ho OH HUKaK He O:xuAall, YTo 0 MyTH eMY MOTYT BCTpe-
TUTHCSL pa30ONHKUKY. Pa300WHUKY HAaYaIM TIIyMUTHCS HAJl HUM
¥ coOMpaich NpoAaTh B pabCTBO, HO DMUJIMIA HE UCITYTaJICs.
OH HayaJl MaxaTb MEYOM, KOTOPBII ObLJT HAMHOTO JIMHHEE €ro
pocta. Bipouem, cpaxkarbcsi pa300MHUKY C HUM HE COOMPAJTUCh.
No60 BcE emé noremanuch Han pedenkoM. Ho mocie Toro, kak



SMUIMNA PaHWIT OTHOTO M3 Pa300MHMKOB, OHU B MOPHIBE I'HEBA
HavyaaM u30uBath ero. V30uB 10 MOMyCMepTH, OHU MPUBS3AIIH
€ro K BEeTKe Ha JiepeBe U OpOCHIM Ha CheieHHe BojKaM. B secy
OH BHCeJI BCIO HOUb. BHU3 rosioBoii. 113-3a KpoBsIHOTO JaBieHus,
€ro IJa3Hbie sIOJIOKW YyTh HE JIOMHYJIU, KaK cresble BuliiHu. Ho
K CYACTBIO €0 HAIIEN OJUH U3 MOJIOABIX JerMOoHepoB. OH CHsI
€ro ¢ JepeBa 1 OBICTPO JOCTaBUJI B JlazapeT. TaMm uMreparop u
BbI310poBeil. Ho...mocse toro ciyyas oH u3MeHuics. Manbunk
CTaJI CTPaHHO cebsl BECTU, TO KpUvaJl, TO cMesuicsl. Bee nmoHsm,
YTO OH COLIEN € yMa. MoJ10o01 JIETHOHEP, KOTOpOro 3Bayim KBHH-
TOM, IOCTaBWJI MAJIbYMKA K OTLLY, BIPOYEM, HE MOJIyYUB HUKAKOU
6rarogapHoCcTH, KOO OTell DMUIIHS ObLT HEBEPOSATHO CKYITBIM Ye-
soBekoM. Ho DmMunmii, craB uMIepatopoM, BCIIOMHUII O HEM U
Ternepb KBUHT HavaIbHUK TBOPLIOBOY ITPETOPUAHCKOU IBap/vU.

3aKkOoHYMB CBO pacckas, KatoH o6mm3Hy nepecoxinme ryobl
U 3amMomyal. ApucToH momvait Toxke. OH ObLT MOPaXEH UCTOPU-
el KatoHa u Terepp emié Oosblile yBaxasl CBOEro Jpyra u eig
CUJIbHEe MOJIIT OOTOB COXPAHUTh €My KHU3Hb.

&gk

IIponomaennwlii uepen, Kpoeb, 3010Mol 1A8PO6blLL 6eHOK. Hm-
nepamop cuoen Ha MpoHe U ¢ YKOPOM cmompen Ha ApUcmona.
Tpuuém on 6 mo dce pems paszosapusan ¢ Aopuarom. O uém
OHU 2080pUlU, APUCIOH He 3HAN, KA3Aa10Cb, OHU Deced08anu Ha
uyoIcoMm s3viKe. 3amem 8 MmpOHHbIIL 3a.1 3aULNdA BbICOKASL Oe8YUKa



6 benoti cmone u naamxke. Cnepéa Apucmon nooyman, umo 3mo
ovina Enena, no Enena ovina nudice. H usem 60oa0c Obin UHbIM.
OHu Ovlau cedvimu. [Ipuuém dHceHuuUHa Ka3anace HeepoOsIMHO
8bICOKOIl, noumu 00H020 pocma ¢ Imunem. Apucmon cmompen
HA Heé CHU3Y 88€PX, CLOBHO OH cuden Ha noay. Bnpouem, mak ono
u ovL10...

[IpeTopuaHibl pacriaxHyJid IBEpYd B MOKOM MMIEpaTopa U
IPOMYCTUIN BOBHYTPb Oenylo (purypy. ApUCTOH MOOHSICA C
MPaMOPHOTO T0J1a ¥ HavaJl pa3MUHATh CIIMHY T0Ce HeyI0OHO!
1o3bl BO cHe. KaTtoH ocTtaiics xaarh CHapyXHu.

— DT0 rocnoxa ArpunmnuHa aBrycra — maryllika UMIepaTo-
pa, — nosiciuit KaroH.

Apucron cmytuiics. TOJNBKO 4TO BO3JIE HETO MpOoILia Takas
BEJIMKAs JIOMHA, a OH JAaKe He YIOCYyKWIcs BcTarh. CTasno CThiI-
HO. O4YeHb CTBIIHO.

HmniepaTtop B CBOIO 04epe/ib BCE el He mpuxoau B ceOs. Ka-
3aJ10Ch, €11I€ HEMHOTrO U PUM JMImMTCS CBOEro npaButess. Apu-
CTOHY HE BEPHWJIOCh, YTO BCE ITO MPOUCXOAUT HA CAMOM JEJie.
Emé nHéM OHM Tak 370pOBO MPOBOAMJIM BMECTE BpEMsl, UIpa-
JI1, BECEJIUJIUCh, Pa3rOBapuBa/Ii. APUCTOH BCE €1LE IOMHUII €70
YIBIOKY, €ro 3ByYHBI CMEX, €r0 HEMOBTOPUMYIO MUMUKY. .. Ha
r71a3aX HEBOJIBHO MOSIBWJIKCH CE3bl. OH 3aKpblI pyKaMu JIMIO U
3arJIaKaJl.

— IlonHoTte, rocnoauH, — ycokavparolie 3aropopui Karos. —
Bcé emé odonnéres.

Opnako KaToH 1 cam He BEpWJI, UTO UMIIEPATOP MOCTIE TAKOTO



naicHus BBDKUBET. OH yKe BOBCIO TOTOBUJICA K €T0 ITIOXOPOHAM,
BIIPOYEM, KaK U AJIpHaH.

CrycTst JOBOJIBHO JIJIMTEIBHOE BPEMsI, aBI'yCTa HAKOHEL Bbl-
1ula U3 KOMHaThl. JIMIO €€ He Bblpaxanao pajoCTH. ApPHUCTOH
ell€ CuibHEE PUYHBLI. 3aMETUB APHUCTOHA, aBryCcTa MOAOILIA
K HeMy. OJIHaKO OHa yk€ He Ka3aJach TAKOM BBICOKOW, KaK BO
cHe. [a3a e€ ObUIM yCTABIIMMM, HO BUIVIMO, OHA HE OblTa TakK
K€ PACCTpOEHA CIIyUYMBIIMMCSH, KaK U APHUCTOH.

— Apucron? — Crpocuiia OHa IPUATHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

ApucroH ynusuics. OTKyga OHa 3HaeT ero uMs?

— [la, rocnioxa, — OTBETUJI OH.

ABrycra MeIJIeHHbIM I1IarOM HalpaBWJIachb B CTOPOHY caja,
MpUKa3aB )KECTOM PYKH ClIeI0BaTh ApUCTOHY 3a Heil. [JaBHO Ha-
CTYITIJT HOBBII JIeHb, HO APUCTOH Jake He 3HaI 00 3TOM. 3a HOUb
BCE BBICOXJIO Y HE OCTaJIOCh HU CJieJja MOCJIE CUIBHOTO J0XKIA.
Brliiias Ha cBexul BO3/1yX, aBryCTa [TpHCeia Ha JIABOUKY U B3JJ0X-
Hy/a. APUCTOH CTOsUT HAPOTUB U HE MPOU3HOCKUII HU CJIOBA.

— Moii cbiH MHOTO O Tebe paccKa3bBaJl, — HaYaja TOBOPHUTh
aBrycra. /IBoe paObIHb ONONLTM K HEW M HAJIMIM B OOKaJT Kpac-
Horo BuHa. [locne BBIMMTOrO €M IOTKa, KEHIIMHA MTPOA0JIKU-
JIa: — IOUTH KaK/IbIA JA€Hb 51 CIIbIIIAJIA TBOE UMsL. DMITUI JTIOOUT
Te0s1, 1 51 9T0 BIKY. — OHa CHOBA clefiajia IJIOTOK M MPUKpPbLIA
OT HacjaxaeHus rmasza. — Cracu0o, 4ToO cnac Torjga ero oT Ms-
TEKHUKOB.

— He 3a yT0, JOMHA, 3TO MO¥1 10T, — OTBETUJ APUCTOH.

— DTO IOAT NPETOPUAHLIEB — 3ALMINATh UMIIEPATOPa, BOBCE



He TBOU. Ho 3T1 mpopiakHble KPHICHI IPEIaHbl TOMY, Y KOTO O0JTb-
mre 3o5ota. beuta Obl MOst BOJISI — 51 OBl Ka3HWIA BeCh KOPITYC.
A Tbl BeJib 1aXxe He KOPEeHHOU xuTelb Puma, Thl rpek. A rpeku
HEHABUJAT PUMJISIH. YIMBUTENILHO, UTO Thl PUCKHYJI CBOEH JKU3-
HBIO PaJy UMIIEPUH.

B BO3ayxe moBucia TMINMHA. ABryCTa MeIJIEHHO IMOINMBaia
BUHO ¥ HUYETO He TOBOPWUJIA, JIIOYSICh OCEHHEH MOroI0u.

— Kak nymaere, oH BbikUMBET? — CpoCHil HaKOHEl, ApPUCTOH
Y BCHOTEJ OT BOJIHEHHUSI.

— Ha Bc€ Bosist 60roB, — CITIOKOMHO OTBETWJIA aBTYCTA.

[Mocne nByx OOKAIOB OHA MOAHSIIACH C JIOXKA U MOBEPHYJIACH
K APUCTOHY CITMHOM, CMOTPsI Ha JIEPEBbS.

— To1 cBOOONEH, — CKa3aja OHa. — MoOJelllb ye3:kaTh 0OpaTHO
B Ko3y k cBoeii xene. Hukto Tebe He 3anpeTut nokuaats Pum.

ApUCTOH He 0)KUAAJ TAKOTO 3asiBIeHus1. Beap noce Toro, 4To
CITyYHJIOCh C UIMIIEPATOPOM OH coBepIilieHHO 3a0bu1 0 Kucce. On
XOTeJ OTONIAroapuTh aBryCTy, HO Ta OBICTPO YIILJIa OOpaTHO BO
JBOpeL, He cMOTpsA ApUCTOHY B Im1a3a. CJIOBHO, OHA ITpeylarajia
chesnaTb eMy BHIOOp — 0o Apyr, auoo keHa. I ApuctoH, He
0OWHY$Ch, BHIOpA BTOPOU BapyaHT.

Opnako Ha gyuie ocrajcs rpy3 BUHbl. OH BCE elE qyMall, YTO
uMIIeparop ynai u3-3a Hero. 1 aTa MbICiib He AaBajia eMy MoKOs
BEChH ITyTh, KOTOPBIM 3aHUMAaN y ApuctoHa o Kossl.

[Tpuexan xe OH AOMOH yxe Onvke K MoaHOuM. Bbuto TeMHO
Y Iy CWIBHBIN BeTep. B 1oMe K cuacThio ropein cBeT. AprUcTOH
CJIe3 € MOBO3KM U 3aIUIaTUB Ky4epy, nocie1oBai k BoporaM. [1o-



CTy4aB HECKOJIbKO pa3, I0HOIIA 3aMep. BO3HUKJIO HEMMOBEpHOE
JKeJaHve BEepHYyThCsl BO JBoperl. Ho Obuto yke mo3mHo. JIBepb
€My OTKpbLI BOJIbHOOTIYIIEHHUK Octopuil. B pyke oH aepxai
CBEUy, KOTOpas TYT ke roracja u3-3a CUJIbHOIO BEeTpa.

— TI'ocrionuu? — Yauswiicst Ocropuid.

ApUCTOH, HIYETO He TOBOPS, 3aIIEN B JIOM M CHSUI C ceOst
riail. Ero skeHa cuzena B arpuyMe v YuTajia. Y IMBUTEIbHO, YTO
B CTOJIb [IO3/IHEE BPEMSI.

— Ilouemy ThI He cnmib? — Cripocust ApUCTOH.

VYenpimas ronoc ceoero myxa, Kncca axayna. OHa oToxuia
KHUT'Y 1 IOCMOTpEJIA Ha CTOSIIEro ApUCTOHA.

— Apucron! — PagoctHo BocksinkHy/1a Kucca u, He cMoTpsi Ha
OOJIBIIION KUBOT, pUHYJIACH CYNPYTY Ha IIE.

— 41 3Hana, 4TO THl BEPHEINIbCS, — TOBOPUJIA OHA, LIETysl Apu-
CTOHA B I'yOBl.

Ho panoctu B ronyObix ri1a3ax Apucrona He Obuto. U 1ienoBait
oH 0e3 nonu xeyianuda. U ato 3amernna Kucca.

— Ilouemy ThI Tak nevaneH? YTo ciydmsioch, gynia Mos?

— Mmnieparop. . .oH

—Yro?

— OH ymupaer, — OTBETWJI APUCTOH U OTBEPHYJICS, BBITUPAsI
CJE3BL.

Ocropwid, yCTbIIIaB 3T0, MmooeaHes1. XOoTs JIMIO ero Beeraa
BBIPAKaJio HEBO3MYTUMOCTh. Ho KaxeTcs, ceiiuac OH ObLT yAKB-
néH. A Kucca...Ona ynbibanace. HakoHen, oHa nz6aBuiach OT
COIEpPHUKA, HO BUY CTapajach He nmojaBaTb. BMecTo pamocrtu,



OH cjieNajia YAUBJIEHHOE JIULO U CIIPOCKIIA:

— Kak ke tak? Yro npouzonuio?

— OH ynau...BrnpoueMm, HeBaxHO! — ApPUCTOH MOBEPHYJICA K
’KEHE U B3sJ1 €€ 3a IJIeu, CMOTps €M B I1a3a. — Kucca, g gomkeH
BEPHYTbCS K HEMY.

— Yro? — He nonsina Kucca u cierka Haxmypusiach.

— 41 nomkeH OBITh C HUM, 3TO U3-32 MEHS OH YT CO CTEHBI!
N3-3a MeHs, noHnmaenb? 1 y)KacHbIi YEIOBEK. ..3TO 51 JOJIKEH
ceryac Jiexxarhb B TIOCTeNU ¢ TiepesoMami, a He oH! Kucca. ..

ApuCTOH OOHSIT IeBYIIKY 1 3aruiakan. Kucca Huyero He mo-
HUMaJia, el Ka3aJjioch, YTO e€ My:K colén ¢ yma. [locne negonrux
0O0DBATUIN, APUCTOH OTITYCTHUJI AEBYIIKY U HAITPABUIICS K BBIXOLY.

— To1 kyna? — Cnpocwiia Kucca.

— Obemmaro, s1 BEpHYCh, JIIOOOBb MOSI, — OTBETHJI APHUCTOH. —
Ho ceiiuac s noymkeH ObITh psiioM ¢ gpyrom. Bane®*!

W ApuctoH, HaJleB TOPOKHBIH IJ1aI1], OICTPO BBIIIEN HA YIIU-
Iy, 3aKpbIB 32 coO0i nBepu. Kucca naxke He ycriena TOJIKOM CO-
00pa3uTh, 4TO ceiuac mpousonuio. Bpone, e€ Myx HakOHeI Bep-
HYJICS TOMOW M TYT ke ye3xkaeT B Pum. OHa mocmorpena Ha
Ocropus. BonbHOOTHyIIEHHUK NMOHMMasl ApuctoHa. OH 3Hal,
9TO JIpY3bsi MHOTTA OBIBAIOT BakHee ceMbU. HO 0OBSICHATH UTO-
OO0 CBOEH TOCHOKE OH HE CTaJl U BMECTO TOTO MOXaJI HEMOHHU-
Malolle MIeyamHu.

8 Ho ceuganus, npoimaid. C yiar.



Kok

Agpuan 1 Ypcyna NO3IHO BEYEPOM 3allUIU B CIIAJIBHIO UMIIE-
paropa. B kOMHare HaxXoguJCA JIMILB JIEKapb. YpcyJa KECTOM
PYKH TpHKa3ajia emy BblATH. Jlekapb He oOMHYsCH Oe30Tara-
TeJIbHO MOTYUHMIICA. B KOMHaTe ObUIO AYIIIHO, NaXJI0 CHAA00bsI-
MU U CAJIbHBIMU CBEUaMU. YPCyJia MOJOILIA K CBOEMY CYINPYTy U
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsI CMOTpesia Ha ero OreaHoe mio. Bomockr ero
OOCTpUIIIU ¥ TOJIOBY 3aMOTaITH OeJiol TKaHbio. Ha 1iree Obu1 ycra-
HOBJIEH KapKac U3 ITIMHbI U BCE TAK)KE€ 3aMOTaHO TKaHbIO. 3aTeM
VYpcyna ortoliia OT MyXka U MOJOIUIA K CTOSIIIEMY MOCPEANHE
CHAJIbHA ApraHy.

— 4 monaraio mopa cooOIMTH HAPOLY O KOHYMHE MMIIepaTo-
pa, — mporoBopuia Ypcyna. — U 3auaTs TpoH Tebe, Anpuan. Tel
€ro 3aCITy KWl

— Brnaronapio, Most rocrioxa, — mponede3wt Anpuad. — ITo
orpoMHasi 4ecTb AJ1s1 MeHsl. Oberialo, 51 onpaBalo BCe Ballld Ha-
JEKAbl U CO MHOM PuMcKasi uMriepusi CTaHeT BOUCTHHY CaMoOu
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM.

— 51 B 93TOM M HE COMHEBalOCh, AIpuaH, — OTBETWIA YpCyJa
Y YJIBIOHYJIACh.

Tem BpeMeHeM ApPHCTOH BOBCIO CHEHIMJI CKOpee J0OpaThCs
10 ABopia. Bcio HOUb OH MpeogosieBai JOPOry TO MEIIUM, TO Ha
noBo3ke. OH XOTel, Kak MOXHO ObIcTpee BepHyThcs B [lanatuH,
€My Ka3aJloCh, YTO UMIIEpPATOp YMPET 6e3 Hero. YTo TOIbKO OH



MOXeT criactv ero. Mi6o oH 3HaJ1, 4TO HUKTO KPOME HEero He Ke-
JIaeT eMy BBI3JIOPOBJICHUS. «$1 He ToJKeH ObLT OCTABIISATH €r0 Of1-
HOI'0, Hae[IMHE C ITUMU 3MesiMU. B ocoOeHHOCTH ¢ AZIpraHOM».

V3HEMOKEHHBIN 1 yCTaIbli, C TEMHBIMU CUHSIKAMU MOJ IJ1a-
3aMU OT HEJOCHINA, TOJOIHBI U U3MYUYEHHBIA APUCTOH BCE-Ta-
KM npuexail Bo asopel. Ctosuio paHHee ytpo. CosHLE TONb-
KO HOPOBWJIO BBINJISIHYTh WU3-110J TOpU30HTa. OIHAKO y camMoro
BXOJIa CTOSIM CTPAKHUKH, KOTOPbIE CTOPOKMJIM BOPOTa BO ABO-
pell. ApYCTOH TIOIOIIEN OJIMkKe ¥ TIOITPOCHIT POMyCTUTh ero. Ho
CTPaXHUKU OTHECJIMICh PABHOYIIHO K €ro mpockOe W Mpoao-
’KWJIM HEBO3MYTHMO CTOSITh HA Yacax.

— Tloxanyiicta, s JOMKEH YBUAETh MMIIEpaTopa, — MPOCKUI
APpHCTOH, a OTOM, BCIIOMHUB PO MOCJEIHUN MPUKA3, OH yikKe
cmeJiee IIPOTrOBOPUJI: — 51 CBIH €r0 aBIyCTEMIIECTBA — APUCTOH.

CrpaxHUKM NEPENISIHYJIUCh JPYT Ha Apyra U rPOMKO 3acMe-
SUINCD.

— ¥V umrneparopa HeT ChlHa, IJIyNell, — CKa3aJl OJIMH U3 CTPaX-
HUKOB. — Tak 4T0 Uy CBOE 10pOrou.

— Ho...— npopomxun ApucroH. — [TozoBure Torga nueHTypu-
oHa KBuHTa. OH 3HaeT MeHsl.

CTpaXHUKM CHOBA HAYaJIM CMESIThCS. DTOT cMeX ObUT HAMHO-
IO JOJBIIE NPeAbIIyIIero. 3aKOHUMB, TOT CTPaXHUK, 4TO IIO-
cTapiiie, BBIIIEN BIEepER M OOHAKUT Meu.

— Yobupaiics oTcrofa, MoKa s CaMOJIMYHO TeOsT He YOI, — CKa-
3aJ1 OH.

APHCTOH ITOCMOTPEB Ha MIAAMYC, JTUXOPAJOYHO CIVIOTHYJ U



OTCTYTIUJI.

«0O 00rv, TOMOruTe MHE. DTO 1 BUHOBAT BO BCEM, IIO3BOJIBTE
XOTsI OBbI TIOITPOINATHCS C IPYTOM».

APHCTOH YHBUIBIN CO CJIE3aMM HA TJ1a3ax CTajl MeAJIEHHO yaa-
JIATBCS OT JIBOPIIA, HO HE YCIIE OH CHIeJaTh JECSTH IIaroB, Kak
€331 KTO-TO HayaJs 3BaTh €ro no mMeHu. Ha Bpems emy jnaxe
TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO dMminii. OH 0OepHYJICS ¥ YBUJIEN CTOSIIIE-
r0 B BOpPOTax IIEHTyproOHa B ocriexax. 1o Obul KBUHT. 3HauuT
00T ycblaiyu MOJIbObl ApUCTOHA.

LleHTyprOH MONprBETCTBOBAT APUCTOHA U BEJEJ CTPAXHU-
KaM MponycTuTh ero. CTpaXHUKU JIOJTO HEJAOYMEBaIU, OfIHA-
KO TIOIYMHWINCH MpUKa3y 6e3omiararebHo. KBUHT ObLT IOBOJIb-
HO HEepa3roBOPYMBHIM UeJIOBEKOM. JIMIIO ero ObLJI0 HEBO3MYTH-
MbIM. OH npOCTO IIEN BNepean, NpUKa3aB APUCTOHY CJIEIOBATh
3a HUM.

Honas no nokoeB umrneparopa, KBUHT octaHoBUiICS. 31€Ch
JKe HaxonuJics v ctapuk KartoH. YBuaeB ApucToHa, OH YIUBHIICA.

— l'ocnionuH, s gymMan Bbl pelIvIMd MOKMHYTh HAC, — CKa3aj
Katon.

— Nimniepatop, — THXO TPOrOBOpMIJI APHUCTOH, OOparasch K
Karony. — OH?..

— Bcé em€ e mpumeén B ceds1, — orBetrin Karon. — OpHako, —
CTapUK MOJIOMIEN OJIMIKe K IOHOIIE, TOUTH BIUIOTHYIO U MPOIIIeT-
TaJl Ha yX0: — AfijpuaH otnpaBwics Ha 3aceganve Cenara. Cynst
1o ciiyxam, o0CykJaTh OHM OyAyT BOMPOC HacieAoBaHUs. AJ-
pUaH XOYeT MOJYIUTh OJOOpEHNE CeHaTa Ha CBOIO KaHTUIaTypy.



Ecmu aBryct He puaET B ceOsl, UMIIEpaTOPOM CTaHET COBETHHK.

— O 6oru, — ¢ y’)kacoMm MPOKOMMEHTHPOBATT APHCTOH.

U BcE 310 mpoucxonut ceivac u3-3a Hero. Eciiu Ob1 ApuctoH
HE MMOCCOPUJICS C UMIIEPATOPOM M He 3aX0Tell cOexarh, UMIlepa-
TOp OBl HE TIOrHAJICS 32 HUM M He YIaJl co cTeHbl. Ecm nmMriepa-
TOp YyMPET, APUCTOH 3TO cebe He TPOCTUT.

IIBepu B mokou OTKpeU1 KaroH, mnpomyckass ApuctoHa
BOBHYTPb. B MOKOsIX ObIJIO TEMHO M HACTOJIBKO TYITHO, YTO KPY-
xuack ronosa. Jlekaps He Obu1o. Bee ciioBHO cMupuimch co
CMEepThI0 MMITEPAaTOpa W PEIHIN MPeAaTh ero 3a0BeHU0. ApH-
CTOHY JaKe CTaJso Kajb Ipyra. Beap 3T0 Tak ykacHoO, Korja rnpu
KU3HU TeOs1 Bce JIIOOAT, YTOAHUYAIOT U JIbCTAT, a KOT/Ia Thl MPU
cMepT, OOJNBbHOM, OECIIOMOIIHBIN, KOT/IA Thl YK€ He KakKelIbCs
TaKUM BEJIMKUM YEJIOBEKOM, O TeOe BCe 3a0bIBAIOT, U THI Tepe-
cTaéib ObITh KOMY-JIOO HYXKHBIM. HO He ApHCTOHY. ApUCTOH
00w dvmuis. U Teneps, Korga oH yMUPAET, OH CTall JIIOOUTh
ero eie OoJblIeE.

APUCTOH ceJl Ha KOJIEHU BO3JIE JIOKA UMITEPATOPA U 3arlIaKaJl.
SDMWIMHA BBITIALEN Kaako. OT HEro maxJjo He TOJIBKO CHAT0Obs-
MU, KPOBbIO ¥ MIOTOM, HO U CMEPThI0. APUCTOH TIbITAJICS MOBe-
PUTh B PEAILHOCTD, TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT U TO YTO MPOU3OIILIO,
HO BCE CJIMIIIKOM HAIIOMUHAJIO COH. OH B35UJ1 XOJIOOHYIO PYKY UM-
NepaTopa 1 3aroBOPUIL:

— IIpoctu mens, apyr moi. [Ipoctu meHs1. D10 Bce u3-3a Me-
Hs1, 51 3HAI0. MHe He CTOWJIO TorAa yoeratb u KpudaTh Ha TeOs,
MOXET, TOrJa Thl Obl OcTasICs KUB. Eciti OBl 1 MOT BEpHYThCS Ha-



3a]1, B TOT JIeHb, 51 OB OTBETHJI TeOe Mo-ApyromMy. S ObI cormacui-
cs1 OBITh TBOUM CBHIHOM, | 51 ObUT ObI OE3MEPHO paji, YT Y MeHS
ObLT ObI TAKOH 3aMeuaTelIbHbIN OTell, Kak Thl. TOJBKO cervac st He
MOHUMAIO, TIOYeMy 51 Tak ceOsl MOBEN CTPONTHUBO M HEPa3yMHO,
CJIOBHO uTs. ¢l Tak cky4ario 1o tebe, CKydaio 1o TBOEMY CMeXYy,
IO TBOEH YJIbIOKe, 110 TBoeMy rojiocy. U otnasn Obl BCE, UTOOBI ThI
CHOBA Ha3BaJl MEHSI MAJIBIIIIOM.

APpUCTOH MoIeIoBaI PyKy UMIiepaTopa u 3ariakai. CKOIbKO
OH TUIaKaJl, OH He 3HaJl. CUJIbI TOKWHYJIM €r0, M OH YCHYJI, TIOJIO-
KHB 00€ PyKH Ha XyJIple HOTW UMIIepaTopa.

Yousumenvro, umnepamop cmosin Ha oopwige. bviro dHcap-
ko. Connye nekno zonosy. Ilpuuém max, croeno Apucmon Ha-
xoouncs @ utneme. Eué uymo-uymo, u 201084 npespamumcs 8
pazy. ApUCMOH Kpu4an UMnepamopy Omouimu, HO UMNEPamop
He cabluan ezo. ApUCmon xomen noooumu, HO Ho2Uu CMAHOBU-
AUCH BAMHBIMU U He CAYWAUcy e2o. M mym umnepamop cnpul-
eusaem. Apucmon kpuuum u naoaem Ha konenu. I1oo konensmu
OH uyecmayem Hcécmkyro 2arvky. On naauem u ymonsiem opyea
ocmamucsl. Yosi-mo pyka npuxacaemcs k ezo gorocam. Cmpan-
HO, 8e0b OH MOALKO Umo Ovla 8 uineme. OH cMOMpUmM HaAgepx u
euoum Imuausi. Umnepamop cmompum Ha He2o0 C8epXy 6HU3 U
Yabloaemcs.

APUCTOH IPOCHYJICA OT MPUKOCHOBeHUsI. OH OTKPBLI IV1a3a U
yBUJEJI TOKOU umreparopa. EMy crouso ycuuii, 4toObl BCIOM-
HUTb, 3aYEM OH CIO/Ia IPUIIEN M KaK OKa3ascs Ha jJjoxe. U yx tem
OoJiee, OH MHITAJICS COOOPA3UTh, KTO €r0 TOJIBKO UTO TPOTaJ WK



BCE e COH ObLT HACTOJIBKO SIBCTBEHHBIM? i OBITH MOKET, 3TO
OBbLT M HE COH BOBCE... APHCTOHA Ceiyac CKBEPHO COOOpaxKall.
Ho korjia oH cHOBa 0Ly THJI IPUKOCHOBEHU S, OH BCKOUYMIL.

— Maubii, — TUXO TPOrOBOPUII UMIIEPATOP U YJIBIOHYJICS.

ApuctoH ObL1 00eckypaxeH. OH He BepUJI, UTO BCE 9TO cervac
IIPOUCXOIUT HAsABY, Ka3aJIOCh, OH BCE €ILE CIUT.

— 4 cnplmast, 4YTO THI TOBOPWJ MHE, — CKa3aJl UMIIEPATOP U
cnado ycMexHyscsl. — Xouy MPU3HATHCS, ITO ObLIIO BECbMaA TPO-
raTesibHoO.

— Ovwmn! — Bekpuknysn ApuctoH. — HykHO no3Bars Jieka-
peli 1 BceM COOOIuUTh!

APHCTOH XOTeN YK€ PUHYTbCS K BBIXOAY, HO IMIIEPATOP OCTa-
HOBWUJI €TO0.

— OcraHoBuCh. HUKTO HE 10JIKEH 3HAaTh O MOEM BbI3OPOBJIE-
HUMU.

APpPHCTOH BOIPOCUTENIBHO IIOCMOTPEJ Ha HETO.

— 4 cnpiian pasroBop AjipriaHa v Moeit JIIoOUMoi cynpyru. 5
€ILIE HE YMED, 4 OHU YK€ PEIWIIN TOCAAUTh AJpruaHa Ha IIPECTOJI.
IIpenareiny, a ele apy3pAMU Ha3plBIMCh. Hy g MM nokaxy elug.

Wmnepatop yaapui KyJakoM 0 KpoBaTu M 3acToHasl. bosb
B pyKe U Iliee cpasy Jaia o cebe 3HaTh. APUCTOH TOIOMIEN K
MMIIEPATOPY U YCIIOKOMJI €T0.

— [Ipunecn MHe uTO-HUOYIH IOXKPATh, 5 TAK MPOTOJIONAIICS.

APpUCTOH KUBHYJ U TYT ke Bblen. Ha nurie ero ropena ysbio-
ka. M KatoHn 310 cpazy xe 3amerwit. OH MOMpocui 0O bsICHEHH.

— 4 6yny yxaxuBaTh 32 IMIIEPATOPOM 0 TeX TOP, IOKA OH He



BBI3/IOPOBEET, — CKa3aJl APHUCTOH.

— BblI BCE ené mymaere, 4To OH MONPABUTCS ?

APpHCTOH He CMOT caiepkaTh cBoel pagocTu. OH HarHyJCs HaJ
yxoM KaroHa 1 npuzHaiicsl BO BCEM. BOIBHOOTITYIIEHHUK TPOM-
KO axHYJI U 3aCMESJICS OT CUACThSI.

— TonbKO HUKTO 00 STOM He JIOJIKEeH 3HaTh, TAK PACTIOPSITUIICS
UMIIEpaTop.

Karon mpuioxusn cBoil majien; K rybam u rnoooerian HUKO-
My He pacckasbiBath. [lociie uero BoJabHOOTIYIIIEHHUK BMECTe ¢
ApHUCTOHOM TIONUIM Ha KyXHIO U KaToH mpukasai npuroroBUTh
JMoOUMoe TTUpokKHOe uMIiepaTopa. [loBapa, ciiemayeT Mpu3HATh,
ObLIM JOBOJIHHO ynuBJIeHb. HO BOBHOOTIYIIIEHHUK, KakK U 00e-
I1aJT He CTaJl HUYETO UM PAaCcCKa3blBaTh, XOTS ObLIIO OTPOMHOE JKe-
JIaHWe ceiyac BeIOEkKAaTh HA YJIMILy U KPUYaTh BO BECh TOJIOC O
BBI3/IOPOBJIEHUH UMIIepaTopa. Pazymeercs, oH He coOupasics Ha-
pylIaTh MPUKa3, OJHAKO MBICIIEHHO JABHO YK€ TOBOpUJI Allpra-
HY, YTO UMIIEPATOP KUB U BUJIE] €r0 HEIOBOJIbHOE JIHILIO. Kena-
HUe ObUTO HeMMOBEpHOe. B mepByio ouepenph YBUIETh PEaKIUIio
CTaporo COBETHUKA U CYTIPYTU aBrycTa. A Moka OHU JIepKald 9TO
BCE BTallHE U KaXX/IblH IEHb BMECTE IPUXOAUJIN B [IOKOU UMIIEPA-
TOpa U BCSYECKH YXAKMBAJIM 32 HUM U CIIE/IyeT MPU3HATh 3200-
Ta ¥ MIOJZIEPXKKA JIpy3ert ObICTPO Jasia o ceOe 3HaTh U yKe OUeHb
CKOpPO MMIIepaToOp MOT' CAMOCTOSITEIbHO XO/IUTh U UCTIPAKHSITh-
col.

A AJnpuaH TEM BpeMEHEM MOIyYaJl IIPUCATY CEHATa U IPETO-
puanueB. Koraa ceHat 1aBHO MPUCATHYJ eMy Ha BEPHOCTb, TIpe-



TOpUAHIIBI BCE elié ObLIM He YBEPEHHBI B CMEPTH aBrycra. Pazy-
MeeTcst, KBUHT mbITancs coperucTBOBaTh 3TOMY M BCSYECKH ITbI-
TaJICS. HACTPOUTD KOPITYC MPOTUB COBETHUKA. Bripouem, npero-
puaHIbI ¥ 6e3 Toro HeomooaMBany Aapuana. Ero npesupanu u
CMESUIUCh HaJl €T0 J0JKHOCTBIO, TOBOPUJIM, YTO UMIIEPATOPOM HE
MOXKET CTaThb KaKOW-TO COBETHUK. Bouctuny. M3npesiie umeH-
HO IIPETOPHAHIIBI Pelliaiy Cyap0y MIiepry. BCOMHHTH XOTsI ObI
Toro ke KnaBaus, Koraa npeTopuaHiibl IPOBO3ITIACKIIN €TI0 CBO-
UM UMITEPaTOpoM. AJIpHaH peli coopaTh HEOOXOAMMOE KaJlo-
BaHbE U TEM CaMbIM KyIIUTb BEPHOCTH IBapaenueB. [1oka nctun-
HBII1 UMIIepaTop Aymal o cyapOe npeaarenen, Ypcyia u Aapuax
coOupasy 30J10TO [Jisl IPETOPUAHLIEB, COBEPLIEHHO HE JOTa/ibl-
BasICh O TOM, YTO DMUJIUI yKe OYeHb CKOPO CHOBA JaCT O cede
3HATh.

&gk

AzpuaH CTOAJ HAIlPOTUB CTOJA MpedeKTa M KJal OTBETa.
I[Iperop nyman, noyéceiBast MaaKuid mog0OponoK. Pagom ¢ Hum
HAXOAWJICA IPUMUIINI LIEHTYPUOH KBUHT.

— Hy 4ro %, — HakoHell Npou3HEC npedeKT, MOMIAAbIBas Ha
CYHJIYK C 30JI0TOM, KOTOPBIM IPUHECIIH CIOAA CIIyTU AJpuaHa. —
Ecnu Het Gosiee JOCTOMHOIO MpeTeHIeHTa Ha [TPeCcToJl, Mbl IIPU-
H1MaeM Tebs, COBeTHUK. — Ha rmocyieiHeM ciioBe OH crienan yia-
peHre HAPOUMTO, YTOOBI HATIOMHUTD AJIpUaHy, KTO OH 1, KTO OHH
— IIPETOPUAHLIBL.



— BoT u npekpacHo, — yIOBJIETBOPEHHO MPOrOBOPUII AJIpraH.

KBuHT He MoT OOJIbITIEe CTOSTh U TPOCTO Oe3MOIBCTBOBATh. OH
JIIOOWJT MIMITEPaTOpa U He XOTeJT, YTOOBI IPECTOJ 3aHST HEHABUCT-
HBIT eMy Anpuad. V60, ®K1BS BO JBOpPIIE OH TaBHO M3YYHJI €r0
JIMYHOCTb U TIOHUMAJI, UTO OT ITOTO YeJIOBEKA HUYETO XOPOIIIETO
Kaathb He cnenyeTr. Hakonen, KBUHT 3aroBopuii ¢ HOTKOM BO3MY-
IICHUST:

— Jla Kak BBl MOXkeTe pelarh Cyan0y UMIIEPUH MPH KUBOM
uMmneparope?

[Ipedext HUYero He crai oTBevaTh. b0 BUJHO, YTO OH BCE
e KoneoeTcs, Ho AJIpyaH ye 3aruiaTuji eMy, ¥ OH He MOT OT-
Ka3aTbCs U BEPHYTh MOJTYYEHHOE UM 30JI0TO 0OPaTHO, YK CITUIII-
KOM OH JIIOOWJI IEHBIH.

AnpuaH Bcerja HeIomoOIMBaJl YeCTHOTO 1eHTypruoHa KBuH-
Ta ¥ BCE BpeMs UCKaJT BO3MOXHOCTh M30aBUTLCSA OT HEro, HO
KaXJpl{ pa3 eMy 4To-To Meniaio. OH MOCMOTpeJT Ha HEro ¢ HeHa-
BHCTBIO ¥ OTBETHUJI CITOKOMHBIM TOHOM:

— KBuHT, 5 3HaI0, 4TO THI JIOOUIIHL UMIIEPATOPa, KaK U BCE
MBI, — MOCJIEAHUE CJIOBA OH ITPOrOBOPUJI TPOMKO, CJIOBHO XOTEJ
MIOYEPKHYTh, YTO OH TOXE ero oouT. — Ho 1maHc Ha BRI3OPOB-
JIeHUe aBryCcTa paBeH HyJ0. — AJpUaH MOIONIEN OMMke K 11eH-
TYPUOHY M TOJIOKWJI CBOIO PYKYy €My Ha Iuieqo. — S nmoHumaro,
Thl HE MOXEIIb CMUPUTBCS C ITUM, HO TaKOBA PEAIbHOCTh. DTO
KW3Hb, IpyT Moi. KTo-TO ymupaer, a kto-To pokaaercs. Jla, 6o-
I' TIOPOK HECMpaBEeJIUBBI K HaM, HO KTO MBI TaKH€, YTOOHI T1e-
peuunTsb ux Bosie? — AIpHaH CHAJ € Mosica MEIOYeK € 30JI0TOM 1



nepenai ero B pyku KBunra.

KBunTt nonro we ayman. OH ObLT CIMIIKOM YECTHBIM, YTO-
ObI MPO/IABATHCSI HEHABUCTHOMY eMy AJIpraHy 32 TOPCTh MOHET.
BmecTo oTBeTa OH AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOKa3aJl CBOE MpeHedpeske-
HUE U BBIIIE U3 TAJIATKY HA YJIHILY.

JloroBOpMBIIKCH C MPE(EKTOM U OCTAJIbHBIMU [JIABHOKOMAaH-
OyIOIIMMU, AIpUaH HaKoHell Bbilies1 K BouHaMm. CTosij1 OH Ha 10-
BOJIbHO BBICOKOU HEOOJIBIIION CIIeHe, MpeJHa3HAYeHHOM J71s1 Bbl-
cTymyieHui Ha coOpanusix. CyHIyK HaXOIWICS TeM BpPeMEeHeM
BHM3Y. [IpeTopuaHIibl yxe ObUTH OIMOBEIeHBI O TIPHE3]e COBET-
HHKa ¥ COOPAJIUCh, YTOOBI BBICITYIIATh €TO.

Kak TOJbKO COBETHHMK OTKPBUI POT, MPETOPUAHIIB HAYaln
OpocaTh B €ro agpec CMeIIKH ¥ YJIOMIOKaHbe, BbIpakas HENO-
BOJIbCTBO. OHM 3HAJHM, 3a4eM OH TMPUIIEN U 1IeJIb STOr0 coOpa-
Hus. Kak 1 KBuHT MHOTrMe ObUTH NpeaHbl UMIiepaTopy. AapuaH
3nuics. JIWio ero cTaHOBUIIOCh KPACHBIM, HO OH MBITAJICS MOJa-
BUTb CBOU THEB.

— He OwITh TeOe nmmepatopom, crapeii néc! — KpukHyn onua
u3 npetopuaniieB. OCTajIbHbIE K€ MOAXBATHIIH.

[Tpu nogoGHOM KakopOHUU AJJpUaH COBEPIIEHHO PacTepsii-
csl ¥ He MOT coOpartbcsi ¢ MbIcasiMU. Ho TyT OH BCIOMHMII TTPO
CYH/IyK € 30710ToM. OH IpUKa3aJl IPUHECTH €ro Ha CLUEHY U I10-
Ka [MPEeTOPUaHIIbl BO3MYILAIVCH U KPUYAJIU, OH OTKPbLI KPBILLKY,
oOHaxasi MOHETHI Tiepe]] BOMHaMU. Te, KTO CTOsIi B IEpPBOM psi-
Iy cpasy 3aMeTHJIN 30JI0TO U MepecTaiy neperopapuBatbes. Tu-
IIMHA HACTyMnaja MeJIEHHO, CJIOBHO IUIaMsl OTHSI IOCTENEHHO U



IUIABHO NEPEXOJMUIIO C IEPBBIX PAJOB U BCKOPE HAKOHEL HACTHUT -
JIO ¥ ocsieinre. Bckope BHUMaHue BOMHOB NEPEKTIOYMIIOCH HA
30JI0TO.

— Kask1p1ii OJIy4uT 10 THICAYY AeHapueB! — 3aroBOpuII rpoM-
KO, HajipbiBas cBA3KM Azpuad. — Ho npu Tom ycioBuu, 4TO BbI
IIPUCATHETE MHE HA BEPHOCTb.

[IperopuaHiipl HaYaIM CHOBA NeperoBapuBarbcsa. Cpeny HUX
Haxonwics U KBuHT.

— [logHuMMHTE pyKH Te, KTO COIJIaceH M, KJISHYCh, — OH OyJeT
LIEAPO BO3HATPAXKIEH.

UYepes HEKOTOpOe BpeMsI HECKOJIBKO IPETOPUAHIIEB HEyBe-
PEHHO TMOJHAIM PyKM BBepX. Te, KTO CTOsUI paJioM C HUMH
YIIPEKHYJIU UX, XOT$, BIPOYEM, BCKOPE U CAaMU CTAJIM IOJHUMATh
pPyKH. AJpWaH yIOBIETBOPEHHO YabIOHYJCA. [loutn Bce raap-
Jeupl Aepxkanu pyku HaBecy. Ho KBuHT Gonee He Mor Mostyarh.
OH pacToJKa JIIofel ¥ BBICTYIIWII BIIEPEN, TOJHABIINCH Ha CLIe-
Hy. AjipuaH ObUT OOJTee YeM He/IOBOJICH.

— Bpatbsa! — O6paruics IeHTypHOH K MpeTopuaHiaMm. [omoc
ero ObUT 3BOHKUM U €My He MPUXOAUJIOCh HAIPbIBAThCS B OTJIM-
que oT AJlpraHa, 100 ITPaKTHKa [NIABHOKOMAaH/YIOIIEro JaBaja o
cebe 3HaTh. Bce pa3zom omycTuiv pyku BHU3. — Heyskenu Bh ripe-
JaJnTe HAIllero MMIIeparopa 3a ropcts MoHeT? [la rie aTo Buaa-
HO, 4TOOBI HA TPOHE CHJIEJT YeIOBEK HE MMIIEPATOPCKUX KPOBEH ?
bparesa! [logymaiite, He OCTynanuTe CKOPOMAIUTEIBLHO U ONPO-
METUYMBO, BH ceiivac pemaere cyap0y Puma! Puma! Bel monuma-
ere 3107 BiacTe — 310 He MAY, KOTOPHI MOXHO IEepelaBaTh U3



PYK B pyKu. MBI HE MOXEM pelaTh CyabOy UMITIEPUU MTPU KUBOM
umrieparope!

— Ia, Ho umnepatop MEPTB! — BHIKpUKHYJI OAWH U3 MPETOPU-
aHieB. KBUHT cpa3y MOHsLI, 4TO €ro MoaKyIuIu.

[IperopuaHiibl 3aroOBOPUIIH.

— 1 neHHOo M HOITHO MTPeOBIBAI0 BO JBOPIIE U PETYJISIPHO BUKY
umreparopa! — OtBetun neHTypuoH KBuHT. — I TOUHO 3Haro,
41O OH XUB. [la, OH OOJIeH, HO €C/i Mbl BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MO-
JIMTHCS 32 HETO CaJJM Ha MPECTOJT HE TOMMU KOT'0, TO UMIIEpaTop
U BIIPaBIy MOXET IMpeJcTaTh nepen ooraMu. Mbl OIKHBI TIO/I-
JEpAKUBaTh €ro, MOJJIEPKUBATh JYXOBHO M BEPUTh, UTO OH IO-
npasurcs. — [Iperopuaniipl 3amomyaiu. Kaxaplii u3 HUX cenvac
YYBCTBOBAJI CBOIO BUHY U YTPbI3€HUE COBECTHU.

AnpuaH He Mor OoJiee TepreTh IEHTYPHOHA U PEIUII OT HETO
M30aBUTHCS.

— 41 TOXe peryyisipHO BUKYCh C UMIIEPATOPOM, — 3aTOBOPUJI
Anpuan. — W g He xoTen roBoputh Tede, KBUHT, — Anprian 00-
paTtuics K HeHTYpHoHY. — Ho nmniepatop cerogHs yTpom Ipej-
cras epes Goramu.

[Mperopuaniibl axHyau. KBUHT He ObLT CerogHsi BO ABOPIIE,
MIO3TOMY OH He MOT Hu4ero 3HaTh. Ho AnipuaH roBopuJ Tak yoe-
JUTENIbHO, 4TO KBUHTY HEBOJIBHO BEPUJIOCHh B UCTUHHOCTH €r0O
CJIOB.

— DTOro He MOXeT ObITb...— rporoBopui KBuHT. — S He Be-
po! — I'poMKO ckazan OH. — Mbl JIOJIZKHBI CAMU BBISICHUTD 3TO U
MOWTH BO ABOpeN!



— Ha! a! ITpaBunsHO! Bo nBopen! — Kpruanu nperopuaHiibl.

AJpraH HEJIOBOJIBHO 3aKaTWI Ia3a. Bc€ nuio He no riaxy.
OH NogOMIEN K OIHOMY U3 CBOUX CJIYT M TPOrOBOPUJI IIENOTOM:

— BricTpo oTnpainsiicst BO qBOpell U U30aBbCsl OT UMIIEpaTo-
pa.

—Ho...

— Boimomnnsi!

Pa6 noBuHOBasics U nmobGexan UCMONHATh rpukas. [Ipetopu-
QHIIBI € CTAJIM cOOMPATh TeX JIIOZIEH, KOTOPhIE UAYT BO ABOpEIl
Y BCKOpE€ HaYaJld MOKUAATh Jlarepb. Anpuad Herogoasl. KBuHT
BC€ ucnoptui. Ho oH 3Has, 4To nociie BOCIIECTBUS Ha MTPECTON
NIepBBIM [IEJIOM Ka3HUT LIEHTYPUOHA U HAKOHEl| U30aBUThCS OT
HErO.

[IpeTopuaHIibl BO INIaBE C TPUMUIIWII HEHTYPUOHOM KBUHTOM
MOKMHYJIM KOPITyC M HanpaBuiauch B [lanatnH. AgpuaH permi
OIEpeIUTh UX, CEB HA KOHS, HO MPETOPUAHIIBI OCTAHOBUJI €TO.

— Her, TbI noiia€11s BMeCTe ¢ HaMU, — CKa3aJl IEHTYPHUOH.

— Ja, na, a T0, KTO TeOsI 3HAET, MOXET Thl XOUelllb YOUTh VM-
reparopa 0 Hallero MNpuxo/a, — MPeAnoaoKuI OJUH U3 MPETO-
pUaHLIEB.

OcranbHble rBapieiiipl onoOpuTenbHO 3aryaenu. OHu momMe-
CTWIMA AJIpYiaHa B CEPEIMHY Kape U MPOJOIKUIN MYTh.

— Tebe 310 ¢ pyK HE COMNET, — mporieu1 AApUaH CKBO3b 3y-
Obl, 0OpaIasch K [eHTYPUOHY, HO IIEHTYPUOH He CIIBIIIAT ero.

Ceituac AnpuaH MOJIIICS BceM Ooram, 4ToObl ero pad ycnen
yOuTh MUK U OH OKazaJics rnpap. V160 OH He yMel pourphl-



BaTh, 4 BEPHEE CKa3aTh — [IPU3HaBaTh nopaxeHue. OH Bceraa J10-
BOJIMJI BCE 10 KOHIIAa ¥ HUKOTIA He crasascs. Y celuac, eciv oH
NIPOUTPAET, TO IPETOPHAHIIBI Oy/IyT enié CHIbHEee HaJl HUM CMe-
atbesi. COBETHUK YyXke MOIYMBIBAT O TOM, YTOObI BbIpe3aTh BECh
MPETOPUAHCKUI KOPITYC ¥ COOpaTh HOBBIN, BEpPHBIN eMy. OTHaKO
9TO OBUIM JIMIIIb MEUTHI, MeuThl Anpuana. Ho peanbHbl 1?

[Ipuns Bo 1BOpeELI, YaCTh MPETOPUAHIIEB OCTAIACH XK/IaTh B aT-
puyme, a Anpuad, KBUHT U /1B [II0KMHBI TBapIEHIIEB MOCIIEI0-
BAJIM B MIOKoW mMrieparopa. [1o mytu Aapuan 3ameTuit Toro ca-
Moro paba, KOTOPOTO OH MpHKa3aj yOUTh aBrycra. AIpuaH BO-
IIPOCUTEJIBHO MTOCMOTPEJ HA HETO, HO TOT OTPULIATENILHO TOKA-
Yaj rojioBoil. AipuaH OpOCHJI HEHABUCTHBIN B3IJISI B €r0 CTO-
POHY, MBICJIEHHO TOBOPSI, UTO OH €ro YObET camonuyaHo. Pad uc-
nyranHo yoexai. Ckopee Bcero, 6exarb OH OyaeT JOITo 1 He U3
JIBOpLa, a u3 Puma.

Hoiins 1o MokoeB, NeHTYpUOH u3ymuiics. [IBepu Obuid OT-
KPbIThl. AJpUaH TOXe HE TIOHUMAJ B UM J1e510. KBUHT BbITaIIMII
Me4 M KEeCTOM PYKM IIpHKa3ajl IPETOPUAHLIAM KAATh CHAPYXKU.
3aiiis B MOKOM, OH PacKpbli OfIESJIO, HAKPBITOE HA JIOKE U HU-
KOTro He 0OHapy:xuil. B mokosix 6bU10 MycToO.

— He mens nmure? — Copocuit roioc MMIeparopa.

Bce pazom obepHysrch Hazas. B kopugope cTosit umrmeparop,
B IIypILypPHOU TOr'e, C 30JI0TOM JUaleMOM Ha rosiose. Bosocs! ero
OBbLITM OCTPUKEHBI B KOPOTKYIO CTPHIKKY M HE KyUepsIBIIIUCH Kak
panbiiie. Bmecto 6opossl Obuta 1ieTuHa. Beirmsaen oH JOBOJb-
HO-TaKu MoJI0710. Ps10M ¢ HUM HaXOOWIICA BOJIBHOOTITYIEHHUK



Karon n ApucrtoH. 3ameTuB ApUCTOHA, AJIPUaH €IIE CUIIbHEE
pazosmwicsi. OH efie caepkuBail cedst, YTOObI He OPOCUTHCS Ha
IOHOIITy ¥ He 3apyOHTh €ro Ha MecTe. A TOTOM M UMIIepaTopa,
u crapuka Karona. ITocne yero oH oTpyOoUT rojioBy lIEHTYPUOHY
KBunTy. U cTaHEeT HaKOHEL UMITIEPATOPOM.

Kak mmmepaTtop BBUKWII, COBETHHK He MOHMMaJl. Bce Obum
CUJILHO M3yMJIEHbI U O€3MOJIBCTBOBAJIH.

— Yero BbI 3aMOT4aIIY, CIOBHO Meny3y [ oprony yBungenu? —
Crpocun umrneparop u yeMexHyscsi. OH nogomeén onxe 1 To-
raa KBUHT HakoHell yIOCTOBEPUJICS, YTO BUAMWT HE MPU3PAKa, a
HACTOSILIET0 UMIIEpaTopa.

— IIpuniienic! — PagocTHO BOCKJIMKHYJ LIEHTYPUOH. — BbI Ku-
Bbl! fI 3Hau, 51 Bepwi1! — Becerna HEeBO3MYTUMBIN LIEHTYPUOH Ha-
KOHEIl U3MEHUJICA B JIMIIE ¥ He CIIepKaB CBOEW PafOCTH, OOHSIT
MMIIEpaTopa, MPUKABIIKCH KOJIBUYTOU K €ro rpy/u.

[TperopuaHiibl Toke ObUIM pajibl BUJETh 3I0POBOTO UMIIEPa-
TOpPa U TOKE MOCTIEIIMIA OOHSITHCS C JIIOOMMBIM aBTYCTOM. DMHU-
T MOOWT OOHUMATBCS C KOPITYCOM M BCETrJa MO3BOJISLT TBap-
JeiiliaM npukacatbes K cede. C Tex mop, Kak IMIIMN caMOTY-
HO youn npedekTta Jlyus, npeTopuaHiibl TYT ke U3MEHUIIU CBOE
MHeHue o0 Dvumu. Jla u umneparop cran Oofblile BpeMeH!
YAEATh CBOMM conjaraM. Kaxayio Hefemo HaBelal ux, Japuil
MOJApKH, TPUHOCKI BKYCHBIE SICTBA. YacTo ero mpumiamaim Ha
YKHH, U OH C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM IIEN. Ha yXMHaxX OH pacckasbiBall
AHEKJIOTHI, TIOKa3bIBAJI TAPOJINY U Becesn1 Bech Kopryc. OH Obu1
BCEr/a JyIIOM KOMITaHWU U ero Beeraa xjaamm. U cenyac, korna



NPETOPHAHIIBI Y3HAIIM, YTO UX JTIOOMMBIN UMIIEPATOP KUB, X pa-
JOCTH He OBLIO TIpejieNna.

Bckope yxe Bech KOpITyC 3HaJl O BBI3/IOPOBJIIEHUM UMIIEpaTo-
pa ¥ B 4ECTb ITOrO NPETOPUAHLBI yCTpOoWIX npa3gHuk. Ho aB-
T'YCT B 3TOT pa3 OTKA3aJICA OT MPUIVIALIEHUS U PELLIUI OCTaThCs
BO 11BOpIie. V60 emy emié HykHO ObUIO pa300paThCs C Tpeaare-
JISIMU.

Vike BeuepoM MMIIEpPATOP BEIMYECTBEHHO BOCCEJAJl HA TPOHE
B TPOHHOM 3aJI¢ U CMOTpPEJ Ha MPOBUHUBIIKXCA. Pagom crosu
ApucroH u KeuHr. [Tocpenune 3ana Haxoguiauch Ypcyna u An-
puaH. CTpakHUKU CTOSIM PSIIOM Y CTOPOXKUJIM MTPECTYTHUKOB.

— Yro Bcé 310 3HaunT? — Hauasna HejoBOIbHBIM TOHOM Ypyciia
U 3aX0TeJia BCTaTh, HO CTPAKHUK OBICTPO OIMYCTHII €€ 0OpaTHO
Ha KoJleHH. — [la Kak ThI cMeelb Tak oOpamnaTbCs C aBrycTom,
reapaeent! OTmycTuTe MeHs1, MO0 s TPUKAXKy BaC Ka3HUTD!

Ho nperopuaH1ibsl ObUTH HETTOKOJIEOHMBI.

— KBUHT MHe BCE pacckasaj, — Hayajl TOBOPUTh UMIIEPATOP
BEJIMYECTBEHHBIM U CEPbE3HBIM TOHOM. — BBl X0TE/IM MOAKYTUTD
nperopriaHckuii kopiyc. Crmacu6o KBUHTY, 4TO OTTOBOpPHMII COJI-
aat. Bripouewm, mpeTopuaHiibl BEpHbI MHE, OHM OBl HU 32 YTO HE
NpeAaav MEHs.

WmmepaTop BcTas ¢ TpOHA U MOAOMIET K HUM OJIFIKe.

— A THI, MO#1 JTIOOMMas1 cynpyra, Toxe xoporia. «[lopa Hapoay
COOOIIUTh O KOHUYMHE UMIIepaTopa», — MPOLUMTUPOBAT OH CJIO-
Ba Cynpyru. — § eme He ymep, a Thl y’Ke BCEM IOBOPHILb, YTO
s JaBHO TipencTai nepen Ooramu. pyras Obl IEHHO W HOITHO



MOJIMJIACh 32 CBOETO MYKa, HO HE Thl. YpCYyJia — Thl XJIaJIHOKPOB-
Hasi, OeccepaevHas ¥ Oe3IyIIHas KeHIIMHA, 51 He OKU/IA 3TOTO
oT TeOsl.

— Myx moit! — B3monunace Ypcyna. Ha razax nosiBUUCH
(panbuBbie cné3bl. — [Ipoctu mens, npoctu. Jlekapu ckazaiu,
YTO IIAHCOB HA BBI3JIOPOBJICHUS HET, Mbl BCE AYMAJM, YTO ThI
ympéib. [Ipoctu MeHs, s1 BuHOBaTa. HO Thl 1axke He mpeacTaB-
Jisiellb, KakK 5 CTpajaja, Kak Iulakaja, s 1axke XoTeJla IOKOHYUTh
¢ coboit! — Ypcyna KuHysIach B HOTW UMIIEpaToOpy ¥ Havasia rpoM-
KO pbIaaTh. — f mymaia st Te0s motepsiio, fymasia OoJbIe HIKO-
rJa He YCJIbIITY TBOM MPEKPACHBIM TOJIOC, HE MOYYBCTBYIO 3amax
TBOETO TeJa U He CMOTY TOLIEJIOBATh TBOM IpeKpacHsbie Iyobl. [la,
s BUHOBATA, YTO ToTepsiyia Bepy B uyno! Uro pasyBepuiiach B 60-
rax. Ho BuHOBara i1 s1 B TOM, 4TO JiyMaja O CyapOe ummnepun?
Benps ummnepust — 310 1 ecTh Thl, s iymana o Tede! 1 He xotena
Opocartsb eé B Oenie. [loiimu 310, TOOOBL MOSI.

— Jla, Ho noyemy uMmeHHO Anpuan? — Crpocus DMUIMA. —
Benp ectb JOCTOMHBIN HACIIEAHUK — MOW CbIH APUCTOH.

VYpcyna nocmotpesia Ha ApUCTOHA M CMOPIIWJIACK.

— APHCTOH CJIMIIKOM I0H, TIOCMOTPU Ha Hero. OH Takou XpyIl-
KM 1 cJIaOblid, KaK OH CITPABUTCS C TAKOW OIPOMHOM UMITEpHUei ?
51 xotena, yTOOBI AsipriaH OBUT PETEHTOM.

— [Mla, Mos rocrnoxa mpaBa, — nogaji rojaoc AgpuaH. — Bbl
HENpaBUJIbHO BCE MOHSUIU. Sl XOTeJ CTaTh PEreHTOM, a HE UMIIe-
patopom. Beagb ApUCTOH Tak HEOMBITEH, 51 XOTEN €ro CriepBa Ha-
YYHUTb BCEMY, MOATOTOBUTH TAK CKA3aTh JOCTOMHOIO MTPEEMHUKA.



Nmneparop monmuain. Ho 3arem oH rpoMKo pacxoxortancsi. Aj-
pyaH U Ypcyna NeperisHyJIMCh, He TIOHUMas1, KakK CIIEAyeT pea-
TMPOBaTh. DMUIIUI 3aXJIONAJ B JIAJIONIH U CeJl 0OpaTHO HA TPOH.

— Monompl, 6paBo! BeikpyTtmucs! — Ckazan Beceno dMu-
JIUY, HO TTIOTOM Pe3KO CMEHWJI TOH Ha CephE3HbIN. — Bbl cunTaere
MeHs uauorom? B temuuny mx!

— Ovwmmii! — Kpuknayna Ypcyna. — Tei 3a0biBaettibes! $1 teos
MOTY YHUYTOXHUTH!

— Croure! — I1pukasan umneparop. [IpeTopuaHiipl OCTaHOBU-
suck. OH BCTaz ¢ TPOHA M MOIOIIEN K keHe. — He cmen yrpo-
KaThb MHE — UMIIEPATOPY, IJTyMNasl KkeHIIMHA. TBOW yrpo3bl — my-
CTble. 32 MHOW CTOMT IPETOPUAHCKUIA KOPITYC. A 32 BaMU — CTa-
pbie niepayHsl ceHatophl. Kak mymaere, kto cuibHee? [Toka st 60-
Jel1, g Koe-4yTo NoHAN. S HeszaBucum ot Bac. S camopocrarou-
HBIT 1 CIOCOOEH CITPaBUTHLCS CO BCEM caM. be3 Balieit MoMOIIIH.
Bel npoBUHMIIMCE M AOMKHBI IOHECTU HakaszaHue. [loka s Bac
OTIIPaBiIO B cchUIKy Ha Kanpu. — Ypcyna ynusuinace. — [la, Ha
Kanipu. Ilo MHe Tak, 310 camoe nydiiee Haka3aHue. Bol Oynere
KUTh TaM, MOKa s He Tpoly Bac. Ho ceilyac s1 He Mory BUJIETh
HU TeOs1, xkeHa, HU Te0s1, AfpuaH. Bbl 00a MHE CTainM CIMIIKOM
MPOTUBHBI U [JIsi/Is1 HA Bac MeHs TOIHUT. — CKa3aB mocneHee
CJIOBO, DMUJIUN PACCMESIICS.

OH noBepHyYJICS K HUM CITMHOM M KeCTOM IPUKa3al IPeTopu-
aHIIAM YBECTH UX. YPCyJia UTO—TO KpryaJja emi€ BCie, HO BCKO-
pe e€ KpUKH mpeKkpaTunck. ViMmneparop cen Ha TPOH U YIIbIO-
HYJICS.



— Thl BCE caenall MpaBUIbHO, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH.

OMwmn yeMexHyJcs. HeMHoro nocuzies Ha TpoHeE, OH NOTEP
JIAJIOHU U CKa3aJ:

— A He XOTUTe JIM Bbl, APY3bsi MOU BEPHBIE, XOPOLIEHBKO MO-
Y/KUHATh?

KBunT mocmorpen Ha ApuctoHa. ApuUcToH yiabioHyscs. m-
NepaTop BCTaJ C TPOHA U BCS TPOMIIA, BO IVIaBE C UMIIEPAaTOPOM
PuMckoll uMnepun OTIpaBUIIMCh B MPETOPUAHCKUI KOPIYC Ha
MPa3IHUK, KOTOPBIA ObLT YCTPOEH B YECTh €r0 BBI3JOPOBJICHHUS.

kokk

B decTb BBI3IOPOBIECHUS aBrycTa Mpa3AHUK ObLT YCTPOEH BO
BcéM Pume. Hapon yske ObLT HACTIBIIIAH O €ro OOJIE3HH U TO, YTO
OH IOIPABUJICH, K PELbl Ha3bIBAJIM NIOMCTUHE YyIOM. BricTymnas
nepe]; HapoIoM, UMIIEPATOp B3sl ¢ cOOON ApPHUCTOHA U TOIPO-
cu ero nopouty. Hapon BriepBbie yBUAE CBOETO Iepos B IJIa3a.
ABrycT pacckasaj, YTo UMEHHO Onaronapst ApUCTOHY OH OCTaJI-
cs xuB. brarogaps ero noguepxke u 3adore. imneparop top-
JKECTBEHHO OOBSBMJI APUCTOHA CBOMM HACIEIHUKOM U pa3iaj
B YECTh TOTO HAPOAY MOHET, TEX CaMbIX, KOTOPbIMU AJIpHaH ¢
VYpcynont XoTenu NogKyNUTh IPETOPUAHLIEB.

Hapon Obul cyacTiMB M OJarocjioBUl CBOETO IPABUTEINS.
Takske ObuH ycTpoeHsl Urpsl B Konmusee u O0IbIoM 1ypKe, Ha
KOTOpBIX APUCTOH pelIn NpuHATh ydactue. BBugy toro, 4ro
ApuCTOH Korjaa-To rpe3ws1 00 ONMMIUICKUX Urpax, OH XOTel



MPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOM HaBBIKM BEPXOBHOM €3[bl Ha KOJIeC-
Huue. Ho noka oH mpeMuHyJ1 He paccKas3blBaTh O CBOEM HaMe-
peHuM Apyry. [OHKM Ha KOJIECHMIIAX OJIKHBI COCTOSIThCSI Ue-
pe3 B HEJIEN, Y HEro eIE eCTb BpeMsl NIOATOTOBUTHCS, OJHA-
KO APHUCTOH ObLIT yOeXKJIEH, UYTO OH MOXKET JIETKO IMOOSANTh 1 Oe3
TIO/ITOTOBKY, MO0 3aHATHsI Kpeona oH Bcé eme momam. [TomHm-
JIO U €ro TeJIo.

Ha cnenyromuil 1eHp aBryct BMecTe C MPUMMIIAJ LIEHTYpH-
OoHOM KBMHTOM M ApHUCTOHOM, YK€ 1ie3apeM ApPHUCTOHOM IU-
€M ABIYCTOM M BOJBHOOTITYIIIEHHMKOM KaTOHOM OTHpaBWIIACH
Ha IJIaJMaTOPCKUE UTPbl. APUCTOH HUKOT/IA He ObIBAJI HA MIPax,
TeM Oosniee B 3HaMeHUTOM Amdurtearpe Tuta. OH yacto npoxo-
JJT MEMO OI'POMHOTIO COOPY:KEHHUsI, HO HE 3HaJI, YTO HAXOAUTCS
BHYTPHU.

[MogHMMAsICh MO JIECTHULIE HA BEPXHEE UMIIEPATOPCKOE JIOKE,
APpHCTOH BCE rpoMYe ¥ TpOMYE CJIbIIAJ rosioca Jioaeun. [logHss-
IIKCh HA CaMBblil BBEPX, OH U3yMuiics. HeBeposiTHOE KOIM4YecTBO
Hapoay, B Pa3HOLBETHBIX OAEKJaX, KEHIIUHBI, CTAPUKHU, AETH,
BCe ObLTM COOPaHBI 3/1ECh. APUCTOH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOAyMaJl, YTO
9TO MEPONpUsATHE OObEAUHSIET JIO/IEN Pa3HbIX COCTIOBHUI U TO-
JIOB, 3/IECh BCE PABHBI.

Bepxumuii cextop Am¢urearpa ObLT peIHA3HAYECH TS TUIe-
0eeB ¥ MPOCTOJTIOIMHOB, a HYKHUI CEKTOP — JIOXKA JIJIsl CeHaTo-
POB, Ha MPaMOPHBIX CUAEHUSIX KOTOPBIX ObLTH BHIOMTHI X UME-
Ha. Jlanee Ha y3KOM CEeKTope — Jioka JijIsl BCATHUKOB *. Mex-

* o
0 B APEBHEM Pume — BCalHUKH, 9TO HE TOJIbKO JIIOAU, 3aHUMAIOIUECA BEPXOBHOU



Ny CKaMelKaM¥ MPOXOIWIN Pa3HOCYMKY TUIIIHY, a TAKKe Te, KO-
TOpBI€ BBIIABAIM CHELUAJIbHBIE JOMEUYKH, Oarogapsi KOTOpbIM
MOXHO OBUIO CTaBUTh CTaBKM Ha JIOOMMBIX TJIAUaTOPOB, U B
clly4yae ux rmoOe/ipl, HOIyYUTh HeOOJBIION BHIUTPhIIL. CaMa KOH-
crpykius Konmuzest HanoMyHaia OrpoMHYIO yariy.

Mmnieparop 3aapail JJIMHHYIO TOTY U IIPUCEN HA CBOE JIOKE.
Panom pacnonoxunca Keuntwmi. Cnenyer 3amMeTuth, Apu-
CTOH BIIepBbIe BUIEN oduiiepa 0e3 JOCTeXoB, a B OeJI0CHEKHOM
Tore rpaxaanuHa. Psanom ¢ KBuntom ycencs u crapuk Karon, on
CHUJIEJ NTOOJAIb OT UMIIepaTopa. APHUCTOH MOCMOTPEN Ha JIOKE
cripaBa, rje oObIYHO BOCCEJAET CyIpyra UMIepaTopa U 3aMelll-
KaJicsl.

— IpucaxuBaiicsi, — yBU/I€B 3aMelLIATEIbCTBO APUCTOHA, TTPO-
TOBOPHJI JIACKOBO MMITIEPATOP.

ApUCTOH MOTYMHWICS U cenl psaaoM ¢ aBrycroM. C GankoHa
ObLI0 BUIHO BCE. U apeHy, Ha KOTOPOW XOIWIJIM KJIOYHBI U Pa3-
BJIEKAJIM HAPOJl TIepe/l MaIuaTOPCKUMU OOSIMA U MECTa, Ha KO-
TOPBIX BOCCEJAIA PUMCKHUE rpaxaane. JIloam cMoTpesnu B CTopo-
HY UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM JIOXKU U BOCXUIIAIUCh. MHOrMe U3 HUX MpU-
ILIK CI0f1a, YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh Ha ApuctoHa. B Hapoze ero yxe
MIPO3BAJIH MOTyOOTOM, KOTOPBIH OBLIT ITOCTIAH CBBIIIIE, YTOOBI 00€e-
peratb umneparopa. KpuTuku xe Ha3plBaJId €r0 BTOPIM AHTH-
HOeM, JTIOOOBHUKOM umnieparopa. Ho atu ciryxu noka 4ro He J0-
IIUIM JIO yIIIeW aBrycra u ApuCTOHa.

e3701. D10 3HaTHOE cocsioBre. OHM Takke HOCUJIM TOTY C ITypILypPHOM MOJIOCOM, KaK
Y CEHATOPBI, TOJIBKO TOJI0ca ObLIa TOHBIIIE.



[Torona ObLIa JOBOJILHO MOTOKEW, HO M He CHUTbHO XkapKkoi. Ho
Ha OaJIkoHe OBUIO Teruiee, YeM B psiaax. Hapon Boccenan Ha Mpa-
MOPHBIX CKaMelKax, KOTOpble ObLTN 3aMEeHEHbI B TIEPUOJ TIPaB-
nenust OktaBuaHa ABrycta. PaHbilie oHU ObLITM JIEpEeBSIHHBIMH.
MHorue u3 mofeii IpuHecIu ¢ COOON MATKHE TIOMYIIKU U CUJIe-
JIA Ha HUX.

PsiioM ¢ uMIiepatopoM HaxXOQWIMCh TaKKe BOOPYKEHHBIE
MIPETOPUAHIIBI U Padbl, KOTOpbIe MOJHOCHIM €1y B IMOJHOCAX.
Wmnepatop npeioxkun ApUCTOHY NOXEBaTh CyXO()PYKTOB, HO
ApHCTOH BexXMBO OTKazascs. OT BoJHEHUsT OOBHOU JKeTyJ0K
JaBajl 0 ceOe 3HaTh OCTPOU OOJIBI0, KOTOPYIO APUCTOH CTapajics
TIHIATEBHO CKPbIBATh U HE MOKa3bIBaTh. CIIMIITKOM MHOTO HApO-
Jly ¥ CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO TOJIOCOB, OH COBEPIIIEHHO OTBBIK OT TaKO-
ro 1IyMa 1 NepexuBall 32 UrPbl, B KOTOPbIX OH XOYeT MPUHSATH
yJacTue, HO BCE HUKAK He 3HaJ, KaK COOOIIUTh 00 3TOM ApYTY,
Bellb OH MOT U OTKa3aTh.

— CBIHOK, — IPOrOBOPIIT DMIWIMK C TIOTHBIM pTOM. — ThI Ka-
JKETCS XOTeJI YBUJIEThCS C KEHOU, TaK?

APpHCTOH nepecTas IpaTh Ha pyKax 3ayCeHHUIIbl 1 HEYBEPEHHO
nocMoTpest Ha ummnepatopa. C Tex nop, Kak uMrnepaTop nocrpa-
JlaJl U3-3a HETO, OH BCE €IIIE€ YyBCTBOBAJI CBOK BHUHY IEPE] HUM
1 OOSIICSI CHOBA 3aBOJIUTD TOT Pa3rOBOP.

— Ecnu xouenn, moe3xai K Hell XoThb cerogua. C ToO00u moii-
nyT Mou peOsaTa u Keunt. KBUHT Tenepb OyJieT He TOJIbKO MOUM
TEJIOX paHUTEJIEM, HO M TBOUM TOJXKE.

KBUHT KMBHYJT B 3HaK COIJIacysi. ApUCTOH MOOIarogaprl UM-



nepaTopa, HO PaJOCTH CTapaJiCsi HE BblpaxkaTb, BIPYI aBrYCT
eme nepeaymaer. OT HEro BCE MOXHO ObUIO OXHJIATh, OH ObLI
CJTUIIIKOM HEeTpeICKa3yeMbIM M €ro IMOBeIeHHE ObLIIO HEBO3MOX-
HO Ipeayrajaarhb.

Nmnieparop 3aMeTrs 3alyMYMBO€E JMIO APUCTOH U TTOCMOT-
peJ1 Ha Hero.

— Yro Te6s1 6ecniokout, cBeT oueit Mounx ? — Cripocu MU,
YBIOHYBIIUCh.

— DMUJIHHA. . . 1 OBI XOTe. ..

— Yro, nyma mos?

— 41 OBl XOTEN MPUHSATH YYaCTHE B TOHKAX HA KOJIECHUIIAX.

KatoHn, ycnplnaB cinoBa ApUCTOHA, YAUBIEHHO MOCMOTpEN B
¥X CTOpOHY. MMnieparop Toxe He OKUAA ITOro 3asBieHus. OH
OTBEPHYJICSI OT APUCTOHA U TIOJIOKUI HECKOJIBKO CyXO(DPYKTOB
cebe B pOT. ApUCTOH BHUMATEJIbHO HAOMIOAAN 32 TeM, KaK Ky-
€t umneparop. Ho umneparop monyain. [Ipuuém tak nonro, 4to
Ka3aJI0Ch OH JIMOO MPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI €ro, JUOO MPOCTO 3a0bLL.
APHCTOH MOHSLJT, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE JOMYCTUT ITOTO, BE/Ib TOHKU
Ha KOJIECHUIIAX CJIUIITKOM OIAaCHbI, OCHOBHAS 1IeJb 3[IECh HE TIO-
6euTh, a BBIKUTh, MO0 BBIKMBAJIU MOCTIE STUX TOHOK €IMHUIIBL.

Cryctsi HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl, UMIIEPATOp BBITEP PyKU 00 Kpai
TOT'U U HE MOBOPAYMBAsCh B CTOPOHY APHUCTOHA, TPOrOBOPUIL,
CJIOBHO pa3roBapvBasi cam ¢ COOOI:

— Tbl moHMMAeIIIb, YTO Thl MOXKEIIIb TOTMOHYThH Tam?

— DMUJMI, S CrIpaBiIioch. MeHsl TOTOBUIM K OJTMMIIMICKUM
urpam c miectu JjieT. [TockonbKy MoOst MeuTa Tak U He cObLIACh,



TIO3BOJIb XOT$1 OBl IOYYaCTBOBATh B BAIlIMX T'OHKAX.

— U 1o1 Oynemb cuacimBee? — ABryCT OBEPHYJICS B €0 CTO-
POHY.

— §I Gymy caMpIM CYACT/IMBBIM Y€JIOBEKOM BO Bcell Prmckoii
Wmneprun, — oTBETHII APUCTOH U YJIBIOHYJICS.

Wmmneparop moyecan yxe HapoCIIyio 60poay U KUBHYJ T'OJI0-
BOM.

— Tonpko ecu T MOrUOHEIIb, ST OOMKYCh Ha TeOsI, TOHS?

— Bcé Oyner xoporro, KIsSHYCh Tebe.

— INoruGHems — 51 yOblo ceOst U Hajepy TeOe 3aJHUILY B Lap-
ctBe Aupa. Tak yx 3Hai!

Apucron paccmesiicss. OH ObLT YBEPEH, 4TO HE TOJIBKO BbI-
KUBET, HO U IOOEUT U TOTrJa, BOBMOXKHO, OTel| OyJIeT TOPIUTCS
uMm. .. BepHee, ropauicst Obl.

3BOH TyOBI OTBJIEK APHCTOHA OT MpayHbIX Mbicied. OH To-
CMOTpEJI Ha apeHy M YBUJIEN, KaK U3 KyYHUKYJIa %% Bbliies Mycky-
JIUCTOTO TEJIOCIOXEHUsI IMMPOKOIJIEUNA MYXYMHA, BOOPYKEH-
HBII r1aqueM. Ha ronoBe ero ObLT HAZIET IUIEM C TpeOHEM, TEJo
3aKphIBAJI HEKOTOPBIE YaCTH JJOCTIEXOB. BT OH B HabeIpeHHOM
noBsi3Kke. Boiiias Ha apeHy, Hapoja 3apykoruieckas. Bee ckanam-
POBAJIM B OfIUH TOJIOC €r0 UMSI.

— Kpeon! Kpeon! Kpeon!

«Kpeon?» — MBICJICHHO IIOBTOPHIT UM TJIaiaTopa ApUCTOH.
OH npuBCTaI ¢ J0kKa, YTOOBI JIydilie pasrisaeTh BouHa. [ naau-
aTop XOAWJI 10 apeHe U MPUBETCTBOBAN IMyOsuKy. OH SIBHO ObLI

10 * .
9" Homelnenye 101 apeHoii U1 TIAMATOPOB.



TMOIYJISIPEH.

— K10 310? — Cripocwit IMXOpagoyHO APUCTOH.

— O, — BoonymeBuicss umneparop. — 1o Kpeon — camblit
CUJIbHBIN U3 riaguatopoB. Korma-to oH ObLT IEHTYPHOHOM, HO
TIOCJIE PAHEHUS YILIEN B OTCTAaBKY. Tenepb OH BBICTYIIAET HA ape-
HE U €[IMHCTBEHHBIN U3 [MIaIMaTOPOB, KOTOPBI CpakaeTcs He 3a
BOJIIO, @ 32 JIEHbI'M. Mbl C HUM COTPYJIHMYAEM, a OH B3aMEH I10-
Oexnaer Ha urpax. M ciemyer 3aMeTuTh, 32 BCE BpeMsl OH ellé
HU pa3y He MpourpsiBajl. YacTo MpOBUHUBIIMXCS MTPECTYITHUKOB
WIM HEHABHCTHBIX MHE CEHATOPOB, 51, 3a0aBbl Pa/iv, BHITYCKAIO
UX Ha apeHy, C yCJIOBUEM, eciii oHU nodeast KpeoHa, To s ux
nomMuiyio. B nponuiblii pas ux 0wuio gecsithb, 1 KpeoH B onuHOU-
Ky CIIpaBUjICS C HUMHU. $1 1axe MogyMbIBalo B3SITh €ro K ceOe B
OXpaHy, Kak Jymaelb?

Apucton Bcrioten. BocnoMuHaHus cTand MeAJIEHHO TOSIB-
JIIThCS B €r0 MaMsITH, OH cTapaics yoenuTb cedsl, 4To ITO JIpy-
roi1 KpeoH, xoTb Bc€ 1 coBnagano. buBIIMI HEHTYpUOH. YIIEN
B orcTaBKy. Ho 4TO OH nenaer 3n1ech?

— Otkyna oH ipuObL1? — Cripocuil APUCTOH.

— TI'oBopun, uyto u3 Kudepsl, — orBeTmn Imuiuid. — Emy
HEMMOBEPHO TMOBE3J10, MOCKOJIbKY OH MOKUHYJI Kudepy ewe go
cruxuitHoro 6encteus. Tenepp xuBET B Pume co cBoeit oyapo-
BaresibHOM cyrnpyron ®nopou. 51 yacro HaBenaw ero, ecjiv Xo-
Yelllb MOXKEM CETO/IHS CXOIUTh K HEMy BMecTe?

Apucron nooneanen. OH yBUJIEN, KaK IJIaAUaTop MpuOInxKa-
eTcs K OaJTKOHY 1 momyMait, 4to KpeoH uner k Hemy.



— ABe, UMIIEpaTOp, UAYIIUI HA CMEPThb, TPUBETCTBYET TeOs! —
I'pomko mpobdacun Kpeow.

Tenepp ApUCTOH ObUT TOYHO YBEpEH, YTO ITO ObUT MMEHHO
ToT KpeoH, ero ObiBIIMi yunuTens. imneparop MeajieHHO Haval
MOJAHUMATBCSI C MECTA U APUCTOH MCITYT'aHHO BLETIUJICS B €70 TO-
ry. DMWIAN HEJOYMEHHO MMOKOCWIICA Ha APUCTOHA CBEPXY BHU3
M pe3Ko 3a0paB TKaHb CBOEH OJEek[IbI, MOIOMIEN OVKE K TepH-
saM. OH NOJHSAJ PYKU BBEpX, IPUBETCTBYIO CBOU Hapoa. [locie
TOr0, KaK JIO/IM CTUXJIM, OH 3arOBOPUJI TPOMKHM T'OJIOCOM:

— CeromHs1 Mbl COOpAJIUCh 31€Ch, YTOOBI YBUAETh TOCTOMHOE
npencrapiaenue! [la 06arput KpoBb MOPakEHHOTO ITOT MECOK U
na nomoxeT Bam PopryHa!

3aKOHUYMB KOPOTKYIO peub, UMIIEPATOP CHOBA 3aHSJI CBOE JIO-
xe. [TyOnuka crama moBTopsATh «ABe, 11e3apb ! » U TIOCIIE ITTTEIThb-
HOT'O PYKOILJIECKaHUS1, HAKOHELl yTUXJIN.

— Kax b1l pa3 xouy ckazarb 1ocJe cjioa «PopryHa» — uanuTe
B 3aJIHUILY, — IPOrOBOPHII UMIIEpaTop U paccMmestics. [lotom ox
obparmics Kk Apuctony. — Uro 310 6bUTO?

— IIpoctu, — orBeTnn ApucCTOH. — MHE NOKa3aloch, Thl XO-
Yellb CIPBITHYTh ¢ OAJKOHA.

— CpIHOYEK, — JIACKOBO MPOroBopui umneparop. OH norna-
JWJI €r0 0 BOJIOCaM M HAKJIOHMBILWCH Y€PE3 CTEHKU JIOKA, I0-
niesioBat ApuctoHa B mEKy. — He Oo¥ics, MaJIbIIT ¥ HAC/IA K JaniCst
IIPEJCTABICHUEM.

APpHCTOH NTOCMOTpEJ Ha apeHy U YBUJEN, KaK U3 KyHUKYJa
BBIIILIO OKOJIO JIO;KMHBI BOWHOB. Bee OHM ObLIT BOOPYKEHBI, HO



OBbLJIO BUJIHO, UTO OPYKUE OHM JeP:Kali BIIEPBbIC.

— Epetrku, — NOsSICHWII UMIIEPaTOP U PacXOXOTaJICs.

— Ho 3710 ecToKOo, — TUXO MPOroBOpU ApPUCTOH.

— OHU cOoBEpUIWIIM MPECTYIUIEHUE U JIOJIKHBI [IOHECTH HaKa-
3aHue. S1 Obl MOT MIX TTPOCTO PACHSATH, HO COTJIACKCH — BBIITYCTUTD
9TUX MOUOTOB HA APEHY B MOTEXY 3PUTEIISIM Kylda UHTEPECHEE.

— l'ocnonp ¢ Hamu! — KprKHYT OOUH U3 €pEeTUKOB, OJIETHIM B
IMHHY0 onexay. Ero cenas Gopoma Oblia BCKJIOYEHA U Ipsi3-
Hou. CyJs1 o Bcemy, 9TO ObUT TPEABOAUTEb.

Crapuk BBHITAIWI W3-TIO OAEKIBl OOJBINON JIePEBSHHBIN
KpecT ¥ OpOCHB Med Ha TecoK, MOoAHsLT ero K Hedy. Ero nocneno-
BaTe/M MOBTOPWIJIM JEUCTBUS CBOETro yuutens. Bce oHu otOpo-
CUJIM MEYU B CTOPOHY M BOOPYKHUJIUCh KPECTAMH.

— Y-y-y, cmeptb! Cmeptsb eperukam! — Kpuuaiu 3putenu,
Opocasi Ha apeHy TyXJble OBOILM, (PPYKTHI U sAMLA.

—Bo ums# I'ocniopa! — 3aroBopuii rpoMKO MpeABOAUTEIb, ME/I-
JIEHHO TOaXons K umrneparopy. — Bo umsa Mucyca Xpucra! I1o-
MWITY, Hac, paboB BoXbuX, 0, TPaBUTEIh CAMOW MOTYIIIECTBEH-
HoU B mupe Mmnepuu.

Jlionu cramu xoxotath B YHUCOH. KpeoH oOHax)uiI CBOM Med
U pelmi 1no3adaBuTh MyOIUKY, TOHSISI €PETUKOB BOKPYT APEHBI.

[MoHsB, 4yTO UMITEPATOP HE COOMPAETCS CIYIIATh €ro, CTAPUK
CKazas:

— YMpém Bo ums Beebimnero! U momnaaém k Hemy Ha Hebeca!
Bpatbst Mom, He 60ITeCh, CMEPTh — TO BCETO JIMIIb STAIl HaIlen
*u3HU. Beppre B bora u yxe ceroqHs Mbl BCTPETUMCS C HAM.



— JIOBOJIBHO pa3miaroyibCTBOBaTh, — cka3zajl KpeoH.

OH HanpaBWICs K CTApPUKY U JIETKUM JBUKEHUEM PyKU BOH-
3WJT CBOM Meu B ero miedo. Ctapuk He yoeran. OH CTOSUT U CMU-
peHHO caepkuBall 00s1b. Ero yueHuku cuesu Ha KOJeHsIX ¥ MO-
JIMJIKCh, LIEJTysI CBOM KpecThl. Bee x1anu cBoeil yqyacTu.

Hapon nencroBcTBOBaL. Bee omycTrnm OombIoi naser BHA3
Y KpUYAJIU OJIHO CJIOBO — CMEPTb.

— OcranoBu Ka3Hb! — Cka3zajl ApUCTOH U €llIé CUJIbHee I0-
Onemauern.

Karon, KBUHT 1 nMIiepatop yauBIEHHO TOCMOTPENN HA ApH-
CTOHA.

— Y0eil MeHs1, JOOPHII YeJIOBEK, — CKa3all CTApHK, IS Ha
Kpeona cBepxy BHU3.

— Her, — orBetun Kpeon u ycmexnynes. — CHadana s nepe-
PEXYy BCEX TBOMX YYEHUKOB, 51 XOUY, UTOOBI Thl BUJIEN, KaK W3-
3a TeOs1 MOruodaIoT Apyrue Jaoau. Beib 3To Thl TPOMBUT UM MO3TH
CBOEU epechio.

— [Tomunyn! — Bamomnuiics crapuk.

KT0-TO M3 y4yeHMKOB He Bblaepxkal M cxBaTui med. Kpeon
paccMmestics. OH Hayal MeJUIEHHO MOAXOAUTh K BOOPYKEHHOMY
epetuky. C Kax/IpIM I1aroM MOJIOAOM €PEeTUK JPOXKal U Maxal
BO BCE CTOPOHBI CBOMUM Me4oM. KpeoHy HaI0es10 ¢ HUM BO3UTb-
Csl M OIMH pa3 3aMaxXHYBIIUCh MEYOM, OH OTPYyOMJI €My TOJIOBY.
KpoBb (hoHTaHOM TIONTMIIACh HABEPX, 3a0PBI3TUBas MIEPBbIE PSIbI
Y TIECOK.

ApucToH e cuibHee nodnenHesn. Kak oHu MoryT moydarhb



YIOBOJILCTBUE, CMOTPsI KaK yOMBAIOT Oe33aIUTHBIX Jofei? boit
HepaBHBII 1 HEAOCTONHBIN. BeIycTHTh OBI Ceituac Ha apeHy Bcex
3pUTENIeN U pa3aTh KaXAOMYy IO OPYXKHMIO, MIOCIIE 3TOTrO IJagua-
TOPCKHE UTPbl MOKET BOOOIIIE 3arpeTHiv Obl U MepecTaliu Mpo-
BOIUTh. OHU yyaT TOJIBKO JKECTOKOCTU U APUCTOH YAMBIISUICS,
KaK DMUIMKA MOT TaK PaBHOLYIIHO CMOTPETh HA 3TO U €IlE CMe-
SITBCS.

KpeoH Hayas1 rOHATH [0 apeHe OCTaJIbHBIX €peTUKOB. MHOrne
U3 HUX IUIAKAJIM U KpUYaJld O IOMOILM. 3PUTENN CMESUIUCh, Kak
6e3ymuble. Mmriepatop Toxke. Hakonen Kpeon moiiman oqHOTO
U3 HUX U Havaj oTpyOaTh KOHEUHOCTH Mo yactsaMm. [lapeHb uc-
TOIIHO BU3kal. CTapuk IJiakal U IPOCUIJI OCTAHOBUTBCS.

ApucToH Apoxan B ymxopaake. OH cibllajg KPpUKA MapHs,
IPUYEM TTAPHIO OBLIO TIPUMEPHO CTOJIBKO K€ JIET, CKOJIILKO U eMY
camomy. CoBcem moyiofoi. CTOJBKO KPOBH OBLIO BBUIMTO HA
MIECOK, YTO 3arax 4yBCTBOBAJICS [Ja)K€ B UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIOKE.
FOHo111e Ka3anock, 4TO 3TO OH Ceiyac CTOMT Ha apeHe Ha MecTe
TOTO HECYACTHOTO TMApHS U 3TO €r0 pa3pyoaloT, CIOBHO CBUHBIO.

— Cmepts! Cmeptb! — Kpuyan Hapog.

— O-c-c-TaHOBU Ka3Hb...— LIENTal APHUCTOH. SI3bIK €ro He
CITyIIAJICS.

3y6sI crydanu apyr ot apyra. OH caupa HOTTSIMH KOXY Ha
pyKax u Bech jipoxai. Ho mumrepatop He oOpaliiai Ha Hero BHH-
MaHMSI.

[Tapenp 3akpuuan eme rpomue, korga Kpeon Hapounrto mno-
BEpHYJI CBOM Med B ero tese. Hekoropeie He BbIACPKUBAIN U



youBasu ceOst camu. Ctapuk Be€ emi€ cunen u monwics. Hapon
HEMCTOBCTBOBAJ U MPOCUIIY €IIIE KPOBH, & HECYACTHBIE TPOMKO
TUIAKaJIA, CTOHAJIA U KPUYaJIH OT O0JTK. DTO ObLIM JTyTiepa3aupa-
I0LIME KPUKU. APUCTOH MOHUMAJI, €CJIM OH celuac He yUIET OT-
Crof1a oH JTMOO0 COMIET ¢ yMa, MO0 roTepsieT co3Hanue. Ero Tor-
HUWJIO, eMy OBUIO XOJIOHO, €T0 JIMXOPAINIIO, KPYXKHUJIACh TOJIOBA,
HEMMOBEPHO OBICTPO OMJIOCH Cepiie, XOIOIHbIN TIOT OJiecTelT Ha
70y, a cBexasi KpoBb Ha pyKax MeJlJIeHHO CTeKasla Ha TOJI.

«Yomonok KpeoH, 310 TH 3acTy)XHUBaeIlb CMEPTH». APUCTO-
Ha HEOXKMJIAHHO MOCETUJIM HEHABUCTh U 3JIOCTh, U [JIABHOE XKe-
nanve — youts Kpeona Bo uto Obl TO HU cTano. OH BCLIOMHUII,
Kak KpeoH meiTajicsi ero n3HacusoBaTh, Kak OOIMU3bIBAJI CBOUM
MEP3KUM $SI3bIKOM €ro TeJo, Kak OWJI IaJIKOM, Kak mpeaal. .. Kak
cTosuT Ha Topore jioma, oornMast diopy. [omonok. [TogoHOK!

He otnaBas oT4€Ta B CBOMX JIEUCTBUSIX, OH MEJJICHHO TOJ-
HsIJICS ¢ Joka. Bcé ObUlo Kak B TyMaHe, HO B 9TOM TyMaHe OH
BU/JIEJT OJTHOT'O YeJioBeKa — KpeoHa. ApUCTOH CHSJT TOTY U OCTaJI-
Cs1 B OJIHOW JIETKOU OeslocHe:kHOU TyHuke. KaTtoH HemoymMEHHO
nocMoTpest Ha Hero. KBUHT Toxe. KBUHT cpa3y 3anofgo3pui 4To-
TO HeJagHoe. APUCTOH ObLT MOXOX Ha JIMIIMBIIETOCs pasyMma.
CHoBa mnocrslmnaics Kpuk — 310 KpeoH oTpyous HOrv napHio.
Teneps epetuk ObLT TyNTOBHINIEM. Bece cMmesuuch 6pocaiv B TEO
HECYACTHOTO siiiiia. KpeoH BcTas Ha TyJIOBUIIE U HaYaJsl MPbIraTh
Ha HEM, CJIOBHO Ha IMOAYIIIKE.

Cepniie AprictoHa 3a0MJIOCh €IIEé CHJIbHEEe, Ka3ajioch elé
YyTh-4yTh U OHO BBIIIPBITHET HApYy:Ky. IMnepaTop mocMoTpes Ha



ApucroHa.

— Yro ¢ Toboi? — ObecnokoeHHO crpocuit dmmmmii. — Tebe
J10X0?

APpHCTOH TPOIYCTU €ro ciioBa MuMo yiied. OH crblai
TOJIKO KPHWKHU HecuacTHbIX. He momHs ceOsi, OH puHYNICS K
OrpakJCHUIO U HE YCIIeNN TPETOPUAHITBI COOOPA3UTh, KaK I0HO-
1Ia Y€ CTOsUI Ha apeHe. DMWINKA BCKOYUJI CO CBOETO JIOkKa U
CXBATUJICA 3a IEPEBSIHHbIE MEPUJIA.

— ApucroH! — KpukHy oH.

3putenu 3apykoruieckaid. OHU 1ymMain, 3TO YaCTh TPEICTaAB-
JIeHUs1. APUCTOH MOHS MeU C 36MJIU U HAlTPaBWICS B CTOPOHY
Kpeona. KpeoH ciuiikom ObLT 3aHST KepTBOM, YTOOBI 0OpaTUTD
BHMMaHUKeE Ha oHoury. Ho crapuk Tyt xe 3amerun ero. OH nopu-
HSUT KPECT U KUBHYJI APHCTOHY.

ApuCTOH B35 B 00€ pyKu IJaauil, Kak ero yumi Kpeon u
yckopu ar. KpeoH HakoHel| MOBEpHYJICS Ha3al. YBUIEB UILY-
IIero Ha Hero ApMCTOHa, OH MPOTEp 1a3a. To, 9To 3T0 OBLT TOT
caMblii APUCTOH OH HE MOT TIOBEPUTh, UOO TIOJIaral, 4To OH I0-
ru6 emé Ha Kudepe. AprcToH ObUT IOXOX Ha mpu3paka. JIumo
ero ObLIO OJIeIHBIM U Xy/IbIM, HAMHOTO Xyzee, Kakum KpeoH ero
BUzeN B nocieqHnid pa3. Ho korma ApucCToH momomién Omxe,
KpeoH oco3HasT 0acHOCTh CBOETO MOJIOKEHUSI ¥ BCTA B OOEBYIO
MO3UIIMIO.

ADpUCTOH € SIPOCTBIO 3aMaxHYJICs, MPUYEM yaap ero Obul Ha-
CTOJIbKO CHJIBHBIM M HEOXHUJIaHHBIM, uT0 KpeoH uyTh He 0Opo-
HII Med. OH ObUT B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBe U MPUXOJ, APUCTOHA COBEP-



IIEHHO COMJI €ro C TOJKY. APHUCTOH 3aMaxHYJICA eIl CUibHee,
Y yZIapbl NOCHINAJIUCH TPAIOM, IOHOIIIA HAHOCUJT YIapbl HACKOJIb-
KO OBICTPO ¥ TOUHO, YTO HAaNlOMUHA MaluHy. KpeoHn Haua mo-
HacTosIIeMy OOSTBHCS 32 CBOIO JKM3Hb. BbIKUBIIIE €PEeTUKHY Ha-
Ommroany 3a 60eM 1 ToAdaApuBaIM APUCTOHA. 3PUTEA MOTJA-
. OHY HE NOHUMAJIHU, YTO MPOUCXOAMT.

— OcTaHOBHUCH, OCTAHOBUCH, — TOBOPWJI KpeoH, oTpaxas yaa-
pBbL.

Ho Apwucron He cinyman ero. [Tocne ouepeanoro ynapa, Kpe-
OH OOPOHMJI M€Y 1 ynaJl Ha TiecoK. Bce 3aTamm ipixaHue.

— [Momau, mporiry 1edst, — B3monuics KpeoH.

— A 11 ux nomaaui? — Co 3710CThIO CIIPOCUIT APUCTOH, CKaB
3yobl. — [Tomamaun?! 'oopu!

ApHCTOH POTKHYJ ocTpreM Meda 1iedo Kpeona. Kpeown 3a-
Kkpuyai ot 6o, Torna ApUCTOH IOBEPHYJI MeU BJIEBO, YTOOBI
Kpeony 0b1710 emmg 6opHee.

— Yomonok, Tel 3acyxuBaeib cmeptu! — Kpuknyn Apucton
Y BBITAIIWJI CBOM Med M3 ruieya KpeoHa, HACTaBUB OCTpue HaJl
ero 1eeil. — 1o Tede 3a Piopy, — yKe THILEe TPOroBOPUi Apu-
CTOH Y XOTeJl YK€ BOH3UTh CBOUM MeY B IIel0 OBbIBIIIETO YUUTes,
KaK YbsI-TO CyXasi pyKa OCTAaHOBHWJICS €r0. APUCTOH OOepHYJICS U
YBUJEJ CTOAEro crapvka. CTapuk MOJNOXKWUI CBOM PYKH Ha py-
KM APUCTOHA, TJI€ OH JIEpKaJl PyKOSITKY Meva U CKa3aJl:

— MecTb He BbUJIEUUT TBOE CEpALIE, MaJbuuK. Thl MCTHILL HE
3a HaC, OTHIOAb. VICTOYHUK JIEKUT TIIyOOKO, B TBOEM MPOITLIOM.
OrtycTH rpexu 3Toro 4esoBeka, oH Oonen. U mpocru. [porme-



HUE — JIy4lllee JIeKapCTBO. YMEThb MpoIIaTh — 3TO Jap, U Thl UM
oOnagaents.

Crapuk roBOpuj Tak, CJIOBHO OH YBHJIEJ €T0 MPOLUIOE. ApH-
croH nocmotpes Ha Kpeona. KpeoH BeIrisifen kajako U yxe He
HAIMOMHUHAJI TOTO HENMOOEIMMOro IJIaIMaTopa, KOTOPOoro Bce 0o-
SUIACD.

— Oroitnu ot Moero cbiHa! — [ochblascs rojoc uMnepaTopa.

SDMWIMH LENT B CONTPOBOXKAECHUHU OXpaHbl 1o apeHe. OH ocTa-
HOBUJICSI B METPE OT APUCTOHA U MPUKAa3aJl IPEeTOPUaHIIaM yBe-
CTH CTapyKa B KYHUKYJI. APUCTOH BCE €ILE Aep:Kal CBOM Med Hall
mieeid Kpeona. ApeHy Hayaiu youpaTh U HachIlIaTh HOBBIN Tie-
cok. 3putenu HaOmoaaM 3a ApuctoHoM. OHU MOHSITY TAJTIIbI
BBEPX M MPOCUJIA APHUCTOHA COXpaHUTh KpeoHy xu3Hb, 1OO OHU
yXe yCIeny MOMoOUTh TJIaIuaTopa.

— ApUCTOHYIIIKa, TOCTYyIIall MEHsI, — Ha4aJl TOBOPUTh UMIIe-
parop, Me[lJIeHHO NpuoInKasich K Apuctony. — OTIycTH Med.

ApHUCTOH IOCMOTpe Ha umneparopa. B3rsi ero Obi1 ycTas-
MM | BBIpakas Oe3pas3indue.

Korna Havaim nmpuonmkaThest IpeTOpUaHIibl, APUCTOH U3Me-
HWICS B JIMIIE U IPUKaI Mey elné Onuxke, oTyero Ha mee Kpeo-
Ha MOKa3aJach Kanesjpbka KpoBu. [ 1a3a KpeoHa mmpoko packpbli-
yuck. B Hux orpaxaiica crpax. Crpax nepes cMepTBIO.

VMniepaTop KeCcToM pyKH MpUKa3al MPETOpUaHIiaM He UITH
32 HUM Y HPOJOJIKUI MOAXOAUTh B OAMHOUKY.

— ApUCTOH, TOCMOTPH HAa MEH$, — CKa3zajl uMmmneparop. — Or-
IIyCTHA MeY.



«MecTb HE BBUIEUUT TBOE CEPALE...» — BCIOMHUI APUCTOH
CJIOBA CTapYKa Y IIOCMOTPEJT HA DMWIHS.

— Otnyctn Mey, — noBTOprI1 DMUIMKI. CTOAJI OH YKE COBCEM
OJIM3KO.

— Ornyctn meu! — Kpuyast Hapox B yHucoH. — [lomanu ero!

ApucroH nocMmorpen Ha KpeoHa, 3arem Ha JofieH, 3aTeM CHO-
Ba Ha DMwms. HeoxngaHHo co3HaHue ero nposicHunock. Cepa-
e nepecrajo Outhes Tak ObicTpo. B3op cran sicHbiM. OH 10-
cmotpen Ha Kpeona u ynuswica csoeMy nosefcHuio. OH He
IIOMHWJI, KaK Iornaj Ha apeHy. Heyxenu, OH HeBMEHAeMBbIN?

— Kpeon? — Cnpocunt AprcCTOH, CIIOBHO BUJEJ €TO BIIEPBHIE.

HeoxupnanHo ronosa crana ceuHIoBod. Horu BaTHBIMU, pyKH
HE CJIYIIAJIUCh. APUCTOH YBUJEN cTapuka. OH CTOsI Ha apeHe
Y )KECTUKYJIMPOBAJ, CIIOBHO KOJIAYs. YTO OH 311€Ch JEJIaeT, eCln
€ro yBEJIM B KYHUKYJI?

B ronose nocislmanuck ronoca, CJI0BHO NOTYCTOPOHHHUE, BCE
HIENTaIu — OTIYCTH, oTIycTi. Ho oH He mor otyctuth. OH Xe-
nas ceMeptu Kpeony, oH ero Henasuen. I'osoBa Kpyxuiiach, me-
pel I1a3aMu BCE TUIBLIO.

— ApHCTOH, — NMOBTOPWJI UMIIEPATOP, HO APUCTOH HE BUJEI
ero.

IOnoma He cmor ormycTuTh Meu. Jlepka ero B pykax, OH Io-
TepsJ1 paBHOBECHE U YIAJI CIIMHOW HA MECOK.

Hapon axHya. ApHCTOH ciiblial rojoca, Ho Obul ciier. Teno
€ro He NoAYMHAIOCh eMy. OH COBEPILIEHHO HE MOT BCTaTb.

3arem OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK KTO-TO MOAHSUII €T0 HA PYKH U



ycapiman rojioc Ivuus. JoBoIbHO Hepa3OOpUMBHINA, KaK MO/
Bonou. [locne ronoc Kpeona. A 3arem rosoca ctuxyiv 1 ApUCcTOH
IIPOBAJIWIICS BO ThMY.

Kokk

— TbI IpOCTH €10, — TOBOPWUJI ro10¢ IMuin. — Cepare MOero
cblHa ciuIikoM aoopoe. Cyzs 1o Bcemy, OHO He CMOIJIO BbIIEp-
KaTh Ty PE3HIO, YTO Thl YCTPOUIL.

ApHCTOH OTKpbUI IM1a3a. Jlexkan OH Ha MATKOM JIOXKE B J1a3a-
pere U1 IaAUaTopoB. Bbulo cBETI0. MMM CTOSIT BO3JIE CH-
aduiero Ha ckamerike KpeoHa, KoTopomy Jiekapb NepeBs3bIBal
6onpHOE TIedo. Kpeon 3ameTnsn mpoOyxaeHne AprucToHa U CTal
BHUMAaTeJIbHO HaOmoaath 3a HUM. FOHola HaxmypuJics.

— Ilpunuenc, Bam cbH...— nporosopwl KpeoH, ykassiBas
naJiblieM Ha JIoke AprcToHa. Bumumo, oH Bc€ eé 6osiics CBO-
€ro CTaporo y4eHuKa MocJse Toro, 4To MPOU30LIO CETOIHS.

MM IOBEPHYJICA K ChIHY U YIBIOHYBIIVICH, IIOAOMIET O~
’Ke. ApPUCTOH ceJl Ha JIOe M IOCMOTpeJ Ha CBOM pyku. OHU Obl-
JIY TIEpEBSA3aHBI.

— Hy kaxk 181, ayma mos? — Cripocut IMIIEPATOp U MOMJIAANI
ApHCTOHA MO BOJIOCAM.

APpHUCTOH NepeKI0YnsI BHUMaHUe ¢ umrneparopa Ha Kpeona
Y CMOTpEJI Ha yYUTellsl, He MOpras, CJI0OBHO IIBITAsICh CKEUb €r0
cBouM B3opoM. Mmmiepatop 3amerwt 3to. OH o6epHyscs k Kpe-
OHY W YBUJIEJ, KaK IV1auaTop HEpBHUYAET.



— Bel 3HakoMbI? — Cripocuit uMInepaTop.

— Ja, — TBEpAO OTBETWIJI APUCTOH M NOAHSUICA Ha HOru. Kpe-
OH C MOJIbOOM MMOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOETO YYEHUKA, MBICJIEHHO MTPOCS
MIPOIIEHUS.

— ApucroH, — 3aroBopui1 KpeoH Ha rpeyeckoM. — Y meHs ce-
Mbs, 10Yb, KeHa. ECM Thl cemyac paccKaxellb eMy BCE, TO OH
MEHsI Ka3HMUT.

— O 4yém BBl TaM HIyIIyKaeTech?

APHCTOH Tak AOJITO HE CJIbIIAT IPEYECKOro sI3bIKa, YTO IJIst
Hero crnoBa Kpeona Obutn HeMHOro ayxapiMu. OH He CTasl HU-
Yero oTBevaTb. DMWIMHI MOAOLIEN C3aU U MOJIOKUII CBOIO PYKY
APpHCTOHY Ha IUIEYO.

— D10 MOU OBIBIIUI yUUTENb, — OTBETHJI APHCTOH U TYT ke
n3menwics B mie. OH 6onee He cMoTpen Ha Kpeona ¢ HeHaBu-
CTBIO, IO BCEW BUAMMOCTH, OH PEINJI €0 NMomaanuts. — [1o3Boib
Kpeon Oyner TpeHrpoBath MeHs1?

— O, — youBuica umrieparop. — Bor tak Bcrpeva. HaBepHoe,
OH mocyiaH Tede cynpOon. [la, Kpeony s1 moBepsiio, Ha/ieloCh OH
[IOJATOTOBUT T€OS TOCTONHO.

— He comHeBaiics, nmarnoyka, — ¢ HOTKOM €XUIHOCTA OTBETUJI
ApUCTOH.

SDMWINK C HEAOYMEHUEM MOCMOTpeN Ha ApucTtoHa. Beap oH
BIIEPBbIE HA3BAJI €T0 CBOMM OTLOM. MIMrieparop, He caep:kaB CBO-
el pafoCTH, NMPUKaJl €ro K CBOEW Py, IPUUYEM Tak KpPErnKo,
YTO Ka3aJloCh, XOTell ciomarh pébpa. OmHako ApUCTOH cKazall
3TO C TOH LIeJIbI0, YTOOBI MoKa3aTh KpeoHy, KTo OH #, KTO Apu-



cToH. YTOOBI OH HAKOHEIl Hayayl MPOSIBJISITh YBaXKEHUE K ChIHY
ApucTHIa ¥ HUKOT/a, HUKOT/Ia OoJiee He CMeJT MOIHSITh Ha HeTo
PYKY.

[ToxenaB Kpeony ckopeuiiiero BoI31I0pOBJICHUS, UMIIEPATOP
OTITPaBHJICSI 0OpPATHO BO JIBOpell. BMmecte ¢ ApUCTOHOM OH exall
B OJIHMX MMIIEPATOPCKUX HOCWJIKax. MMrieparop nomysiexain Ha
MSITKMX TMOYIIKaX U HAOMOaa 32 I0HOIIEH. APUCTOH OOXBaTHIT
PYKaMH KOJIEHW U CMOTPEJ B OKHO.

— Hy u 4t0 3710 661107 — CHIpOCHIT CEPHEZHBIM TOHOM UMIIE-
parop. — Tbl OnO30prJI MEHS MEPEl MOMM HapOIOM.

— Ipocru, g He xotein, — orBeTuJ ApuctoH. OH U BIpaBIy
packauBasicsi. Ho BcE eme noMHus 3ToT yxkac, KOTOPbIA MPOUC-
XOJIUJI Ha apeHe.

Wmmneparop moacen nmoonmxke K ApUCTOHY U B35 €T0 JIUIO B
CBOM PYKHU. APUCTOH MCITyTaHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha HEro U €My Mo-
Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO €ro JYUIIIUIA IPyT X04eT YOUTh ero, noo B MOCe/-
Hee BpeMsi APUCTOH BCE 0OJIbIIie IOHUMAJI, YTO OH COBEPILICHHO
He 3HaeT Dmmist. C KakapIM THEM OH y3HaBaJl 0 HEM BCE OOJTb-
111e, Terepb OH 3HAJI, YTO €ro JPYr MOXKeT ObITh HEe TOJBKO J00-
PBIM U JIACKOBBIM AJIEKCaHIPOM, KOTOPBIH BEIET ce0s Kak Majioe
JIUTS U BCEM HAJIOEAEeT CBOUM ToBeAeHueM. Het. It1o nmnepa-
Top. IloBenutens. CamMblii MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM YeoBeK. OAHOrO
€ro JKecTa XBaTaeT, YTOOBI JIMIINThL YEJIOBEKA JKU3HMU. A TOCIe
UTpbl APUCTOH TeNepb elIE U y3Hal, YTO )KECTOKOCTD JIOCTABJISIET
UMIIepaTopy YAOBOJIbCTBHE, PAAOCTh. MOXET, OH Oy/lIeT CMesiTh-
s TaKKe, Korjaa OH, ApUCTOH, OynieT Ka3HEH?



— He nenaii Tak 6osbinie, — ckazan umreparop. — S ucmyrani-
cs 3a TeOs, Ayma Mosl. — DMWIMA Tpukain ApUCTOHA K cebe
Y TIPOJIOJIKUII TOBOPUTH. — Tereph s 4yBCTBYIO CeOsl THPAHOM.
DTOT CTApUK BCETO JIUIIb [TPOIAraHAMpOBaJl CBOIO PEJIUTHUIO, CO-
OupaJl eAMHOMBIITUIEHHUKOB, TIPY 9TOM HE C/IeNIaB HUYero Jyp-
Horo. Heyxenu oy He BITpaBe BBIOUPATh PEJIUTHIO, KOTOpast
YIM 110 HpaBy ? — DMUJIMU OTITYCTUJI APUCTOHA U TIOCMOTPEII EMY
B m1a3a. — CKaxy 1o 4ecTH, 51 BOOOIIe He BEpIO B MAaHTEOH OOToB
Y TMIOKJIOHSIIOCh KOcMUYeckoMy pa3zymy. Ho MeHst Belb 3a 310 He
OpocWIM Ha apeHy B TIOTEXY 3pUTEIsIM?

ApUCTOH nogymal mpo ce0si B STOT MOMEHT, UTO OH TOXE /1aB-
HO pasyBepwicsi B 6orax. Eciu Obl OHM U BITpaB/y CyIIECTBOBA-
JI¥, BO3MOXXHO, POIUTENN €ro ObLTH ObI KMBBI U BMECTO HUX T10-
ru6 O6b1 Kpeon, a He oHU.

— [MoaToMy 5 MOIMIAUIT TOTO CTAPUKA M OCTABIIUXCS B KUBBIX
ero yuyeHukoB. Kcratu, ero 3oyt Tamup — o uyzaei. U emge, —
SDMWIMI BbITAIIWI KU3-3a NA3yXU BEPEBOUKY C JPEBKOM, Ha KO-
TOPOM OBLTM BHIPE3aHbl HETIOHSITHBIE CUMBOJIBL. — TaMup mpocut
niepeaTh 3To Tede, OH CKas3all, YTo ITOT aMyJieT OyaeT odeperarhb
Te0s1. — DMUJIUI Ha/IeN Ha 11el0 APUCTOHA BEPEBOYKY U 3aMETHUIT
amynet Kucchl. — A IOMHWUIIb 51 OAHAKIBI TOJAPHIT TeOe CUacT-
mmBbIi Opacinet? ['ne on?

ApucToH 3amscs. OH OTepsil ero BO BpeMs MATEkKa U Jaxe
HE 3aMEeTUJI.

— JlagHo, He oTBeua, — cka3zan DMUJIMiL, YBUAEB, KaK HEPB-
HUYaeT ero Ipyr. — Thl MOXeIllb ceiuac moexarbh K CBOEH JKeHe.



Ho Tonbko HeHamonro. Tpu AHS U Ha3aj, TOTOBOPUIKCH?

«ITH TPU HS MTOKAKYTCS MTHOBEHUEM .

— JIOroBOpUIMCh, — OTBETWJI APUCTOH Y MOXaT DMUIUIO Py-
KYy.

[TpuexaB Bo ABOpell, APUCTOH TYT ke cOOpaJsI BEIU 1 yexas B
Ko3y. B ero cornpoBosxieHre ObLIO OTITPABIEHO HECKOIBKO KpeTl-
KMX TBap/ievlieB MOJ PYKOBOJACTBOM IEHTypuoHa KBuUHTMIHSL.
SDMWIMI He CTaJl MPOoLIAThCsl C HAM, COCIAaBIIMCh Ha jAena. Bos-
MOJHO, OH OBLT OOVMIKEH Ha HEro M He XOTeJl OTITyCKaTh B Ko3y.
SMumii ObUT COOCTBEHHUKOM, €CJId APHUCTOH €ro YT — TO OH
JPYKUT TOJBKO C HUM W MPUHAJJICKUT TOIBKO €My U HUKOMY
Ooblrie.

Pazymeercs, ApucToH exail He ¢ mycTeiMH pykamu. [1o mytu
OH KyITWJI TKAHEH M YKpaleHid, YT0O0bI TopagoBaTh CBOIO JIIOOH-
MyIo keHIuHy. Beckope, HakoHel goOpaBiuch 10 Kosbl, Apu-
CTOH TpeaBKYyIIasi CKOPYI0 BCTpedy, 0OayMbIBal auasor. byner
JIM pajia eMy €ro )eHa WY HaIlPpOTUB, BCE eI 37UThCs? Beap oH
TOrJJa HE OYEHb XOPOUIO MOCTYIWII, PUEXAB MO3IHUM BEYEPOM
U TYT e yexaB 0OpaTHO BO JABOpEII.

APpHCTOH cJ1e3 € JIOIaAN Y MOJOLIEN K BOPOTaM CBOETO A0Ma.
Pabbl BHITAIIMIIM M3 TIOBO3KM BEIH, KOTOPbIE KyNujl ApPUCTOH
Y TIOCJIEIOBaIM 32 HUM. [locTydaB B 1BEpH, UM YEpE3 HECKOJIb-
KO MUHYT OTKPbLT MpUBpaTHUK. [IpUBpaTHUK yIUBUIICS, YBUIEB
CBOETO T'OCIIOJMHA Ha MOpPOre.

3aiifs B pOIHOW aTpUyM, Ijie, BIIPOYEM, HUUEro He U3MEHU-
Jock, oH cral 3Bath Kuccy. Bmecro Kuccel npumén Ocropuid.



Kak Bcerga, ¢ HEBO3MYTHUMBIM JIULIOM.

— IlozoBu Kuccy, y MeHsa 11 He€ nmogapok, — ckaszain Apu-
CTOH.

— I'ocnoxu 31ech HeT, — orBeTH1 OcTOpUid. YBUIEB 3aMellia-
TEJIbCTBO B IV1a3aX APUCTOHA, OH TYT € OTBETHJI, HE I0KUIAsICh
BOIPOCA: — OHA JKUBET TENEph y OTLA.

— Ho nouemy? — He nons1 ApucroHn. — B Koze HamHOro umie
BO3/YyX. f x0uy, 4TOOBI PeOEHOK POAUJICS 3[OPOBBIM U YK TEM
Oosee He B Oopriere.

APHCTOH, pa303/IMBILIUCh, BBIILIEN U3 0Ma U TYT K€ 3aIpbIr-
HYB B CEJUIO, TIOBEPHYJ CBOIO JIOIIA/Ib M MOCKaKaJl 0OpaTHO B
Pum. JTionu, He 10kuaasch €ro NpuKka3aHuid, NOCIE€A0BaJIM BCIE]
3a HUM. OHako B PuM OHUM BEpHY/IMCH yxe 32 NOMHOYb. Buru-
JIBl XOOWIIU € (paKesIaMu IO YJIOUYKaM U MaTPyIMpOBaIA HOUHOU
ropon. [IponyctuB AprictoHa 1 ero HeOoJbIIoe BOMCKO BIEPE,
BUTWJIBI OTJAJIA YECTh U 3alllarajy fajiee. ApUCTOH BCIIOMHUII,
rae HaxoouTcs JiynaHapuil duibaapa u ocraHoBuiics. Jlanee o
IIEN MEeTTKOM, Be/Isi JIomaas 3a y3ay. B nmocneqnuii pa3 oH ObUI B
JIyllaHapuH, KOIJla UMIEpaTop OTIIYCTUII €ro nocie marexa. U ¢
TeX TIOp OH OoJiee TaM CTapaJiCsl He MOSIBIISATHCS, KOO CIUIITKOM
MHOT'O HEMPUSATHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUI OBUIO CBSI3aHO C 3TUM 00-
IIECTBEHHBIM 3aBE/ICHUEM.

B nynanapuu Kak 0ObIYHO rOpest CBET B OKHAX, YTO TOBOPUJIO
O TOM, YTO KJIMEHTHI Pa3BJIEKAIOTCS B CHAJIBHSAX C KypU3aHKAMHU.
APHCTOH OT/IaJ1 CBOIO Y31y OHOMY K3 ITPETOPUAHIIEB U 3alllarai
Ko Bxony. LleHTyprnoH KBUHTWIMI 1 HECKOJIBKO NPETOPUAHLIEB



MOCJIeI0BAJIM 32 HUM, HO APUCTOH ITPUKa3ajl UM XKJaTh €ro CHa-
PYXKHU.

— Ho umrniepatop. . .— Hada 0OBbSACHSTh MPETOPUAHEII.

— He crout myrarpb rocreii CBOUM MPUCYTCTBUEM, — OTBETUI
ApPHCTOH. — YTPOM KIUTE MEHS 371eCh, a IIOKa Bbl CBOOOIHBI.

[IperopuaHiibl NOAYMHWIKCH U Pa3BEPHYB JIONIAJEH, HAIpa-
BUJIMCh Ha3aJl, B IPETOPUAHCKUI KOPITYC, KOTOPBII pacroiara-
cAl psIOM. APUCTOH OTKPbUI JBEPU JIyllaHApUs U BCTPETUJICS C
MPUBPATHUKOM. DTO ObUT butaH.

— I'me Kucca? — Cnpocuit y Hero ApucToH.

— locrioxka Tam, re otell, — OTBETUI HA JIOMAHHOM SI3bIKE
rajul.

APpUCTOH KMBHYJI €My B 3HaK OJIarofapHOCTU M MOCTIEA0BA B
kaOunet [lnnpaapa. Hekotopele 13 KypTH3aHOB OOpaTHIN BHH-
MaHue Ha ApuctoHa. B OCHOBHOM 371ech ObLII HOBEHbKHE, HO T€,
9TO OBUTM CTAPBIMU, TYT K€ BCIOMUHAJM ero. HekoTtopsle roctu
TOXe 0OpaTHJIM BHUMAHHWE 1 TOrIa APUCTOH HAKOHEI] BCTIOMHIT,
K10 OH. Torga oH nocnenwi. Beap HEKOTOpbIe U3 KBUPUTOB BU-
JIeSTU HAaCJIeIHMKA UMIIepaTopa B 1Jla3a, MO3TOMY MOIJIM Y3HATh
ero. AprCTOH OBICTPO TOIIEN 10 KOMHAThl uibaapa U OTKPbUI
JEPEBSHHYIO ABEPD.

Junsaap cunen 3a crosioM 1 xoxotasl. Kucca cuiena Ha noxe
Y YTO-TO paccKas3biBaja.

— JloOpwiii Beyep, — MPOroBOpMI APHUCTOH.

Hunbaap, yBuzieB 35Ts, cuibHO oOpanoBaics. OH ObICTpPO
BCTAJI U3-3a CTOJIA M 3aKJIIOYIJT APHCTOHA B MEABEKbU OOBATHS.



OTnycTUB HaKOHEI] I0HOITY, OH HNPEAJIOKIII EMY BHIITUTh BUHA.

— Kucca, — ckazan ApHcCTOH.

JeBy1ika, Ka3anoch, He Oaja pajga BuieTh cBoero cynpyra. OH
XOTeJ1 €€ MOLIETI0BaTh, HO Ta OTBEPHYJIACh, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha Ipy-
I

— Ilenyii cBoero moOOBHUKA, — Opocuiia oomkeHHO Kucca.

APHCTOH BOIPOCUTENILHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOIO KEHY, a 3aTEM
Ha [uibnapa. [unpaap noxain rie4amMu.

— Tonbko He HaJO MHE BpaTh, YTO Y BaC C UMIIEPATOPOM HU-
Jero He 0bL10, — mpopokmnia Kucca. B rmazax e€ ropesn oroab. —
Bce roBopsT 0 HOBOM AHTHHOE, MPEACTaBb, KaK TOITHO MHE 3TO
CJIBIIIATH KAXKObINA JEHD?

— Ilocroi, — nipepBan e€ ApuctoH. — mnepaTop yChIHOBUJI
MEHS1, OH MOM ITOTIevnTe b U HU4Yero dosee. B Moém ceptie Tosb-
KO ThI, JTI00OBb MOSI.

APpHCTOH Tpucesl Ha KOPTOUKM U B3s1 pyku Kuccel B cBoM,
CMOTpsI €M B IJ1a3a.

— Bepws MHe. ¥V Hac ¢ ummneparopoM HAYETO He MOTJIO OBITh,
u6o0...

— Yro? — Cnpocuna Kucca.

Jniibaap Toxe MpUCTyIIaCs.

— MiMniepatop He MCIBITHIBAET CEKCyalibHOro BiieyeHus. OH
umnoTeHT. [ToaToMy y Hero HeT JieTeil, a co CBoel cynpyroi oH
He cruT. Hackosnbko MHe M3BECTHO, IO KpaiHe Mepe... Tak oH
MHE CKa3aJl.

Kucca paccmesnace. [lnibaap Toxe.



— Xa-xa, ckazan? /la Bce 3HaIOT, 4YTO UMIIEPATOP TOJIBKO U Jie-
JIAET, YTO JEHHO M HOLIHO TPaxaeT CBOMX CIIY’KaHOK, — CKa3aja
Kucca.

— DTO CIIyXH, — OTBETUJI CEPE3HBIM TOHOM ApPUCTOH. — VM-
riepaTop MOM APYT U TOJIBKO MHE OH JOBepsieT CBOM TaiHbl. U s
HAaJIeI0Ch, — IOHOIIAa 0OPATHJICS KO BCEM MPUCYTCTBYIOMIM. — BbI
OyzieTe Toxe JepKaTh 3TO B CEKpeTe.

Hunbaap npunoxku nanen k ryoam. Kucca momuana. Hemuo-
IO TOrofisi, OHA BCE K€ MOBEpUIIa.

— W 3naunt Mb1 Tenepsb Oynem BMecte? — Cripocuiia JeByIKa
YK€ JIACKOBBIM TOHOM.

— NMnieparop fan MHe Tpu [1HS, a IOTOM s CHOBA Ye3:Xaio B
[TanatuH, — otBeTU1 ApUCTOH. — K cokasieHnio, MHe 3aperieHo
npUe3KaTh K Te0e, HO MU pa3pelivi BUIETHCS HaM ¢ TOOOH
BO ABOpIIe. Thl MOXEIb MPUXOIUTH KO MHE B JII0OOE BpeMs.

—To ecTb, Thl cYUUTACIIIL HOPMAJIbHBIM, UTO O€peMeHHas KeH-
IIMHA IOJDKHA caMa TpUe3karh K TeOe B TaKyio Jalib?

— IIpocTH, HO 5 cermvac He MOry UMIIEPATOPA IMTPOCUTH O YEM-
TO OOJBIIIeM. S UTaK CHJIBHO BUHOBAT TIEPe/l HUM. ..

APpPHCTOH NOTYIUII B30p BHU3.

— JloueHbKa noiimu, — BCTynui1 B pasrosop Hunbaap. — CioBa
MMIIEPATOpa — 9TO 3aKOH. TBOM CyIpyr Tenepb HAaCIEAHUK IIpe-
CTOJIa Y ThI IOJIKHA TOPAUTHCS UM, a HE PEBHOBATh. DTO IIIYIIO.

— NimenHo, orent! §1 :xeHa HaclieIHMKA, 3HAYUT JIOJDKHA KUTh
psom ¢ HUM. Kak Tbl He MOHUMAaelb, YTO UMIIEPATOP XOUET JIU-
IUTh MEHSI APUCTOHA?



Apwucron noniesioBasi Kucce pyku u cHoBa ocMOTpes el B
rasa.

— DT0 BpeMeHHO, — OTBeT1 ApuctoH. — Oberian, Mbl eme
OyzieM BMecTe. A 1oKa ecTh TPH JIHs, U 51 Obl XOTeJ MX 3alIOMHUTD
Ha BCIO )KU3Hb.

Kucca nornaguna ApuctoHa no meke v B3JOXHYJIA.

— JlagHO, mpocTH, — cKa3ajia OHa.

JleByllika B3s1/1a €ro 3a pyKy Y OJHSJIACH C KOJIEH. 3aTeM OHU
BBIILIM B 3aJTy U HaNpaBWIMCh B KoMHaty Kuccel. OHa Obuia Bcé
TaKOW ke, Kak paHbllie. MajieHbKass KOMKa, JACPEBSIHHBIN MOJL.
MmeHHO B 3TOM KOMHaTe OHM M 3a4aiu pedeHka. Kucca odxBa-
TIJIa APUCTOHA 32 IIEI0 U TOIeI0BaIa B TyOHL.

— OTH TpU HOYHM ThI He 3a0yAelIb HUKOTA, — ckazana Kucca
¥ CHslJIa C ceOst OfIekTy.

&gk

JKeHmmuHa cTosiia y CKJIOHa, CMOTpPsI Ha pa30MBaloOIIrecs BOJI-
HbI 00 KamMHU. E€ martbe mosjockaiock Ha BETpy. AJpuaH Mojo-
IIEJT C3a[IM U OCTAHOBUBILIMCh B METPE, CKa3aJl:

— Yro MbI OyaeM Teneps Jenarh, ToCnoka Mos?

Criyctsi MrHOBeHHe, YpcyJsia OTBETHIIA:

— 4 He 3Ha10, Aapuad...[1oxoxe, Mbl POUTPAJIH.

Anpuan momyai. Yepes HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi OAoMEN pad. Yp-
CyJIa IOBEpHYJIach Ha3ajl.

— Ectb HOBOCTU? — CripocuJia OHa.



— Wmmnepatop ycrpomn 6ou B Kommzee, — orBetmin pad. —
Takxke yepe3 JABE HEJENIU COCTOSTCS TOHKM Ha KOJIECHHIIAX B
bonpimiom Iupke. Mmnepatop cka3al, 4ro B TOHKaX MOTYT
y4acTBOBaTh Bce, Aaxe padsl. KTo modenut — Tomy gapyercsi Bo-
TS

— Turennun, — npepBasia pada Ypcysa, MoHSB K YeMy KJIOHUT
9TOT pad. — bonbine Hu4ero?

— Her, Huuero, — yHb10 OTBETMIT TUrEIIHH.

— Torna moxens uaTu, — otycruia ero Ypcyna. Korga pad
HayaJl OTJAIATHCS, OHA MPOrOBOPWIIA: — IMOKA MBI B CCBUIKE,
DMUWINI BECEJIUTCS BOBCIO.

— APUCTOH, 3TO OH BO BCEM BUHOBAT, — IMPOLEINIT CKBO3b 3yObI
AnpuaH.

Ycabimas pa3roBop, TUTeIIMH TYT K€ BEPHYJICS.

— TI'ocnoxka, — cka3aJ OH.

— Hy uto eme? — HegoBonbHO cripocuna Ypcyia.

— Ecnum 310 Gyner Bam MHTEPECHO, HO ChIH UMIIepaTopa Toxe
Oy/leT MprHUMATh yJacTrie B TOoHKax. Ero uMs ObuIo B crivicke
YYaCTHUKOB. f BUJIE. ..

— Tt cbiman, Anpuan? — Boonymesuiack Ypceyna. — OH Oy-
JeT y4acTBOBaTh B TOHKAX. DTO IIAHC HAKOHEIl N30aBUThCS OT
Hero!

— HukTo 1 He 3amomo3puT Hac, — OTMETHI AJJpUaH U YJIbIO-
HyJIcs. — Baluei reHnanbHOCTH HeT npezenal

— Turennun, — oOparunack Ypcyna k pady. — Ceituac xe oT-
npasisAlica B PuM U 3apeructpupyi CBOE MMs B CIIUCKE y4da-



mmxcst. Ciymiail BHUMATeJIbHO, OCHOBHASI TBOSI 11EJTb — 3TO YOUTD
Apuctona, nonsuti? Ecim Tel cienaenis BCE MpaBHIIBHO, ThI OY-
JIellIb IIeIPO BO3HArPaXJIEH.

— bnaronmapio Bac, rocnioxka mosi! — O6panosasncs Turennvs,
B MEPBYI0 OYepeb TOMY, YTO OH OyJeT y4acTBOBaTh B TOHKaX,
n60 310 ObLTa ero Meuta. — $1 He moxgBeMy Bac, oberam.

Vpcyna gocTana Meloyek ¢ 30JI0TOM U OpOCHia ero Ha 3eM-
JIO.

— BosbMmu, 310 TeOe Ha pacxoasl. MoXelb UaTy.

Pab, mobiarogapye aBrycry, OIHSLT C 3¢MJIM 30JI0TO U OBICT-
PO yIaIUIICA.

Tem BpemeHeM B JynaHapuu, ApUCTOH OOHMMAJ JIOOUMYIO
JKEHILIMHY Y HacJaxJajucs Mokoem. Bc€ yTpo oHM mpocuienu
BMECTe, JIepKach 32 PyKH, CJIOBHO OOsICh TIOTEPATH JPYT JpPY-
ra. Ouu pasroBapuBayid. Kucca pacckaszana 0 HOBBIX COCEsiX,
0 cllyXax B ropojfie, KOTopble el ObTi HenpusATHbL. O KypTusa-
Hax U O JIyllaHapuH, 0 KOTOPOMY OHa CKy4aeT. APUCTOH B CBOIO
ouepe/b He CTaJl pacCKa3blBaTh kEHE O TOM, YTO MPOU3OIILIO B
nocnieiHee BpeMsi. Hu o Gone3Hu mummeparopa, HU O 3aroBope,
Hu 0 Kpeone. Kucca nocmorpen ApucToHy B IJ1a3a M cKa3aa:

— Tl CEroHsa HOUbI KPUYAJL

ApHCTOH MOKpacHes oT HeJIOBKOCTU. OH OTOABUHYJICS OT Xke-
HBI ¥ BCTaJL.

— U ew€ noBTOpsis1 0O1HO UMs, — mpoposkuia Kucca.

APpHCTOH CHOBA CeJl U IOCMOTPEJT Ha JKEHY.

— Kakoe xe? — Cripocust ApUCTOH.



— diopa, — OTBETWIA OHA.

ApHCTOH U3MEHMJICA B JinLe. BocmOMUHAaHUSA CHOBA HACTUI-
s ero. Heyxenu oH Bcé erie uto—to ucnsiteiBaeT k Prope? Ona
Be/lb Ipefaa ero, pazouina cepate. OH BCIOMHUWI, KakK BIEp-
BbIE C Hell MO3HAKOMMUJICS, €€ OPXHUJIEU U CIIOBA: «sI OyIy KIaTh
TeOsi». BCIIOMHMB, Kak OH MbITajics yOekarh M3 AOMa, YTOOBI
BCTPETUTHCS C Hel, OH yJbIOHYyJCs. lo nosiBneHus: Kpeona ox
ObLIT CYACTIIMB M BO3MOXKHO ceivac Obl k11 BMecTe ¢ Hell. Eciu
Ob1 cOesxan u3 Kudeps.

— Kr0 oHa? — Cnipocuna Kucca ¢ HOTKOM peBHOCTH.

— Jla Tak, AeByIIKa U3 MPOIILUIOro, — OTBETUJI CIIOKOMHO ApHu-
CTOH.

On o6ns1 Kuccy 1 noresnoBai e€ B ryosl.

Bce Tpu 1HS MOJIOAOKEHBI TPOBENU B JIy[TAaHAPUU, HE BBIXO/S
Ha yJuIy. APUCTOH JIMIIb BCTPETUIICS YTPOM C ITPETOPUAHLIAMU
Y TIONTPOCHJT IPUITH 32 HUM uepe3 Tpy AHA. OJHAKO 3TU TpU AHSA
MOKA3JIMCh APUCTOHY CIIMIIKOM CKOpbIMH. Ka3ayiock, OH TOJb-
KO IpUEXal K )KEHE, KaK yKe Iopa BO3Bpallarbcs BO Asopel. Bee
9TO HAlIOMUHAJIO TOT JIEHb, KOI1a 32 ApUCTOHOM Ipuexait Ocro-
puii 1 yBE3 k KopOynony. [Juibaap Toxke He XOTes paccTaBaThCs
¢ mooumbIM 3siTeM. Ha miporiianye oH 0OHs1 ApUCTOHA TaK, Kak
OH YMEJI U 4yTb He pacruiakaics. Kucca gepxana Apucrona 3a
PYKY ¥ U3y4aja ero, CJIOBHO BUJEJa B IOCIEIHUN Pa3.

— IMoezxkait B Koy, — ckazan ApuctoH. — 51 He Xouy, 4TOOBI
peOEHOK pOIUIICS 3/1ECh.

— Xoporo, Xa3zanu — oreetria Kucca.



Ona yBujena BUCSIYMII Ha I1lee APUCTOHA CBOW aMyJieT U
yIBIOHYJIACh. JIeByIIIKa B3sijia €70 B CBOM PYKH U TOIIEJIOBAB, 110~
Becuia 0OpaTHo.

— Ms1 emi€ yBuauMcs, — ckazan ApuctoH. — JIioOimo Teds.

[Mocnemumii monenyit ObuUT JOMTMM U CcTpacTHBIM. CJIOBHO,
ApucToH ye3xkaet HaBcerna. Hakonen, AprcTOH OTITyCTHII )KEHY
Y B MOCJIEJIHUN Pa3 B3IJISIHYB Ha HEE, Ce B CEIJI0 CBOETO KOHS
Y MEJUIEHHOM PBICIION M0€XaJ B COIPOBOXICHUY IPETOPUAHLIEB
obparHo B [TanaTuH.

IIoka OH exaJ, MBICJIEHHO OH BCE €IIIE€ Pa3roBapvBall C XKe-
Hou. TonpKO ceiyac OH BCHOMHWJI, YTO OH HE YCIIEN €M CKa3aTh
U 4TO He ycren caenath. Kazasoce, 3Ta BcTpeuya Obuia mocie-
Heil. Kucca ynpsmutbest. OHa oTKa3anach npueskarb BO IBOPEL
JIMIIb IOTOMY, YTO HE XOUET BUAETHCA C MMIIepaTopoM. JleByiii-
Ka HEHaBHJIEJIa €ro u skenajia cmeptu. E€ cepalie 4yBCTBOBAIO,
YTO UMIIEPATOP XOUET OTHATh Y HEE APUCTOHA, OHA NTOHMMAJIA,
YTO OH COMEPHUK, MPUIEM CHITbHBIN. HO M30aBUThCS OT Hero e
OBbLIO HE TIOJT CHLTY.

[IpuexaB BO jaBoOpel, APHUCTOH MOCJEI0BAT B CBOU IOKOH.
Wmneparop ceituac Obl1 Ha 3aceganun CeHara B Kypun. C Tex
MOp Kak He cTajio AJlpraHa OH 3aHUMAJICsl BCEMU I'OCYAApCTBEH-
HBIMM JIeJIAMUA CaM W Y HEro COBEPIIEHHO He ObUIO BpEeMEHU
Ha oTabiXx. OH yXe He crajl Kak mpexJe 10 Beyepa, YToObl To-
TOM BCIO HOUb BecenuThes. Ceituac ummeparop yxe O0ApCTBOBA
enIe 3aTeMHO, IOKa COJTHIIE HE MOAHSIIOCh U3-110/1 Topu30HTa. OH
3HAKOMMUJICSI C JOKYMEHTaMHU, a €ro OMOIIHUKHA BBOJWJIM €r0 B



Kypc nena. Cpeay OMOITHUKOB ObLITM camble TTpeJaHHbIe JII0IN
— €ro CeKpeTapb, FOPOACKOU MPETOP, KOHCYJIBI U IPOKOHCYIIBL,
1 npedeKkT nperopruaHckor reapauu. [lomumo storo, nmmepa-
TOp MPOBOAXJI [IBA Pa3a B HEAEJIO ayIMEeHIIUU, HA KOTOPbIE MTPU-
XOVJTH JTIOY Pa3HBIX cOCIOBUi. JII0OOBL K MMIiepaTtopy pocia
BCE cuibHee U cuibHee. Y He 6e3 coneiictBust ApuctoHa. Benpb
MMEHHO APHUCTOH YOeAUJ MMIIEpaTopa B €ro caMOJ0CTaTOYHO-
cru. OH pacckasali, Kak 3aroyuuTh JII0OOBb HAPOA, OH OTKPBLI
€My I71a3a U CKa3aJl, YTO UMIEPATOP JIETKO MOXET CIIPABUTHCS B
OJVHOYKY.

Vpcyna pasymeercs Oblia CHIIBHOM KEeHIIMHOM, KOTopasi uMe-
na Bnactb B Pume. Ho tomnbko 6naronapst CenaTy oHa fepkaniach
BO JIBOpIie. PaHbIlle, KOHEYHO, Ha e€ CTOpOHEe ObUIM ITPETOPUAH-
1bl, HO CelYac KOPITyC Mepenien Ha CTOpoHy umrieparopa. M ona
ocnabna. Bee e€ yrposbt 6bi1 mycThiMu. OHa 1O CYTH — HIYETo
HE MOIJIa ClIeNaTh.

[lepeoneBIIMCh B JOPOKHYIO OACKAY, APUCTOH CAMOBOJIBHO
OTIpaBUJICS B TOPOJI, YTOOBI CHOBa BCTpeTUThCs ¢ KpeoHom. On
B3su1 ¢ coboit KBuHTa 1 1BOMX mperopuaHueB. Bece onn Obuin
OZIETHI B JIOPOXKHBIE OJIE3K/Ibl, UTOOBI HE BbIIENATHCS. Ha romoBax
uX ObLIM HAJEThl KamomoHsl. KBUHT 3Hau, rae kuBeér Kpeon u
MOKa3aJl APUCTOHY AOPOTY.

Hoiias HakoHell JO HeOOoJbIIOro JoMa, ApPUCTOH OCTAHOBUII-
cs. Ecm oH ceituac BOMAET BOBHYTPb, TO CKOpPEE BCETO BCTpe-
tutcs ¢ Gaopori. A oH He XoTen e€ BUIETh, MO0 OOsICS, UTO CTa-
phle YyBCTBa HAXJIBIHYT Ha Hero. Toraa on ooparmics k Keunty:



— Tw1 OBl HE MOT TIO3BaTh €ro?

— Pazymeercs, — orBetni1 KBUHT.

LleHTYyprOH OTKPbUI KAJTUTKY U MOCTy4al B ABEPU. APUCTOH
oTOWIEN moofaalb, Oosick yBuaeth Pnopy. Uepe3 MrHoreHue,
JBEPb OTKPbUT IpuBpaTHUK. KBUHT nonpocuit no3Bark Kpeona,
TIOCJIE YEro MPUBPATHUK YAATUJIICS, & HEHTYPUOH OCTAJICS KIATh
CHapyXHu.

Crycts Heckosibko MUHYT, Kpeon Bblien Ha Kpbuiblio. Llen-
TYPUOH MOMPOCUJI €ro BbliTU. KpeoH mocMoTpen Ha HEBBICO-
Ky10 (pUrypy B IUIaine. AprCTOH MOBEPHYJICA K HEMY U CHSIB Ka-
MIOIIOH, OOHAXWJI CBOM 30JIOThIE KYJpH, KOTOpbIE OJieCTeNIu Ha
conHue. C3aau KpeoHa rnokazasnach )eHCKasi pyKa, a 3aTeM U Te-
70 aeBymiku. JleByiika oOHsIa BBICOKYIO U HIMPOKYIO (DUrypy
Kpeona u nocmorpena Ha roctedd. YBUAeB ApUCTOHA, OHA Iepe-
cTasia yabloaThCsl.

— Apucron? — Yausuiack Piopa.

APpHCTOH TYT K€ HaJieJl Ha TOJIOBY KAITIOIIIOH.

— He Apwucron, a Apucton [ait Tubepuit it dvumuii Le-
3apb ABIYCT, — IONPABUJI CAMOJIOBOJIbHO LIEHTYPHUOH.

— IIpocture, s1 0603HaNIaCh, — poseneTana Propa.

ApPHCTOH, CKpBIBas CBOE JIMIIO, YKA3aJ )KECTOM CJIEIOBATh 32
HuM. Kpeon nonienioBan ®nopy u cyctuiicst BHu3. OH ObUT BCE
TaKHUM K€, HEBEPOSITHO BHICOKMM U CHJIbHBIM, C IIIPAMOM Ha JI-
e. [1edo ero Gwu10 nepeBsazano. OTON/s1 HA HECKOIBKO METPOB
ot 1oma Kpeona, ApucTOH cka3at:

— Ms1 uném Ha unmogpom. Tei Oyzienib TpeHUPOBATh MEHS.



— Ciymarooce, rocroivH, — IOYTUTENBHO OTBETUII KpeoH.

ApuctoH ynuBuicsa. 1o TouHO OblT TOT cambiil Kpeon? Ko-
TOPBIH KOT/Ia-TO 0OpaIiajcs ¢ HUM Xyke, 4eM ¢ padoM. ApUCTOH
nocMoTpes Ha KpeoHa rckoca U TyT ke NepeKJIIoUnI CBOE BHU-
MaHue Ha fopory. Ho 3Toro BrmosiHe XBaTuiio, 4ToObl YBUIETH B
KaKOM 3aMelIaTesbCTBe ceiiuac nmpeObIBaeT cTapbiid yuntenb. OH
SIBHO BcE emé Oosuics oHomy. U 310 m3ymiisio ApuctoHa emeé
CHUJIbHEE.

Ha unmogpome 6b110 MHOTO Hapofy. 31ech TPEHUPOBAIUCH U
OMBITHBIE TOHIIMKX, 1 HOBUYKH, KOTOPBIE XOTEJIX MOIBITATh y/1a-
4yy. ApUCTOHY JlaXke€ CTaJl0O HEMHOI'O HEJIOBKO. B KOHIOIIIHE Ha-
XOIUWIIUCH YKe 3a0pOHUPOBAHHbBIE JIOMIAAN, HO OOJBITMHCTBO U3
TOHILIMKOB B35UJIM CBOMX JIOIIA/Ie. B KOHIOIIIHE MX BCTPETHUII IPO-
Jasell.

— Ham HyxHa kBaapura!'*, — ckazan ApHUCTOH.

OH BbITaIIX/I MEIIOYEK C 30JI0TOM U NEPEJaJl €ro B pyKHU Mpo-
JaBia. Myx4yrHa cpa3y MOHS, KTO Mepe]l HUM CTOUT U TYT ke
no6exan UCTIONHATh MprKa3. Yepe3 HEKOTopoe BpeMsl MyKIu-
Ha BEpHYJICSI U MO3Bal UX K ceOe. APUCTOH UM MPETOPUAHIIbI C
Kpeonom nopomm K npoaasily U YBUAEIN YETBEPKY CHIIbHBIX,
BOPOHBIX JIOIIAJIOK, a C3a[U CTOsIa MPeKpacHast MO30JI04YeHHas
KOJIECHULIA.

— Ero aBrycrenectso Japut BaM 3Ty KOJIECHULLY, a JIoIIaen
MIPUBE3IU CIOfla €IlE BUepa, — MOSICHUI MaHEPHBIM TOHOM TOP-
TrOBell.

e JBYXKONECHAs! KOJIECHULIA, 3aIPSKEHHAsS] YEThIPbMS! KOHSIMU.



LleHTypHOH MOAOMIEN K MyKYMHE U MOJTYa MOTpedoBa Me-
I0YEK C 30JI0TOM Ha3al.

— He nano, KBuHT, — cka3zan ApUCTOH.

OH nornaania MOpAy JIomaay 1 yaslonycs. OH yxke MpeaBKy-
1aJ1 1aJIbHEMIIYIO TOHKY.

Bckope kosecHuIly 3anpsmniv JIOMAaAbMU U BBIBEJIM HA UIIIO-
JpOM, Iie TPEHHPOBAIUCH OCTaJIbHbIe FOHIIMKY. Vinmoapom ObLt
MeHblIe, yeM B Bosnbiiom Lupke. OH OblT TPEHUPOBOYHBIM U
3[IECb TPEHUPOBAINChH 32 JIEHbIM. BOJNBIIMHCTBO CHOPTCMEHOB
TOTOBWJIUCH y ce0s1 JoMa. APUCTOHY BBIIAIM IIJIEM U HAJIOKOT-
HUKHU C HakoJIeHHMKaMU. KpeoHy Beigaim toxe camoe. Tonbko
KOJIECHHUILY MOJEIIEBIIE.

— 3Haemb, KpeoH, — 3aroBopusi ApUCTOH, HAaJIEBas LUIEM. —
Jlydre 661 Ha MeCTe MOMX POIUTENEH ObLT THI.

Kpeon norynui B3op BHU3 U HUYero He orBetui. Ha camom
nene, Apuctony He HyskeH Obul KpeoH. OH 1 caM nmoarotoBuiics
Obl. OH HyXeH eMy ObLI, YTOOBI MMO3IOPAACTBOBATh, YTOOBI 3a-
CTaBUTh YyBCTBOBaTh CBOIO BUHY U 3TO JOCTaBJIATIO APUCTOHY
YAOBOJILCTBUE, BO3MOXHO, OH J1a)k€ HEMHOI'O 3a3HAJICA.

APpHCTOH BCTasl Ha KOJIECHUIlY U YIApWB JIOIMIAAEH, MOoexal
Briepén. Kpeon nocriemmn 3a HUM. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I,
OBIBIIMI yYUTeNh HATHA €r0 U JaXe reperHai. ApUCTOH U3y-
muics. Ero jomany ObutH Ty diie 1 cuiibHee, 4eM Kookl Kpeo-
Ha. Torna ApucToH ynapui cBOMX Jiomajen cuibHee. Harnas
Kpeona Ha noBopore, ApUCTOH yXMbUIbHYJICS. KpeoH yBuaen
JMII0 APUCTOHA, HO CpearnpoBaj ClOKOMHO. OH IJIABHO MOBEP-



HYJI HAJIEBO, TOrJIa KAK APUCTOH HE CMOT CIIPaBUTLCS C KBAaJIpU-
Iroil M pa3BepHYyThCs Ha noBopote. KonecHuia ero uyth He nepe-
BEPHYJIACh, & JIOMIAM HETTOCTYIITHO MOOEKAIN B pa3Hble CTOPO-
Hbl. OH IBITAJICA 3aTOPMO3UTh, HO JIOIIAN €r0 HE CIIYIIAJIHUCh.
OHu AE€pHYIM Y31y TaK, 4YTO APUCTOHY 4yTh HE OTPE3AJIO PYKHU.
Ot Gonmu OH OIyCTHJ BEPEBKY M MepeBepHYJICs Hazaa. Jlomaam
NOCKaKaIM BIEepEN], BMECTE C KOJIECHULIEH, a APUCTOH, HECKOJIb-
KO Pa3 MepeBEPHYBILKUCH, OCTAJICS JIexkaTh Ha 3emiie. KpeoH TyT
K€ pa3BepHYJI CBOIO KOJIECHHUILY Ha3a/l, 1 OCTAHOBUB KOJIECHUILY
ApucToHa 1 OBICTPO YTUXOMHPHB JIOIIA/IEH, TIepea y3/1y CTosI-
eMy paOOTHUKY WMITIOIPOMA M PUHYJICS K APUCTOHY. ApHCTOH
yKe MOJHSJICS Ha HOTW M 3axpomal Ha3ajd. KpeoH HarHan ero u
TMOJIOKUJI CBOIO PYKY €MY Ha IUIEYO, IbITasiCh TIOMOYb. APUCTOH
PE3KO MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY.

— He tporaii mens! — C HeHaBUCTBIO Opocui ApUCTOH. — YOu-
paiics orciona! f He xouy TeOs BuaeTh! 1 TeOs He-Ha-BU-KY!

APpHCTOH XOTeJl YIapuTh €ro, HO rojoBa 3aKpyXKWjiach, 1 OH
4yTh He ynai. Ero 3010Teie Kynpu oOarpuimch Kposbio. Bo Bpe-
MsI Ia/IEHU S C KOJIECHULIBI OH yaapuJics rojoBoi. KpeoH nonxsa-
THJI €r0 U MpHKal K cede.

— Ornycty MeHsl, — yxe ciabee MpOoroBopusl ApPHUCTOH U
HEOXUJIaHHO 3arviakal. — M3-3a 1edst moruOam Mou poIUTeH.
Tol omKeH ObLT yMEpeTh, ThI!..

— Mp1 06a 3HaeM, 4YTO BUHOBATHI 3[1eCh OOTH, — TIPOTOBOPUII
CHOKOMHBIM TOHOM KpeoH, mpogoikas mpukuMaTh ApUcToHa K
CBOEU Ipy/IH.



— boros He cymectByer! — KpukHys1 ApUCTOH.

Kpeon ornsHyscst BOKpyr, 005Ch, YTO WX KTO-TO YCJIBIIIAL.
Ho nukoro psimom He ObuT0. OH B3sUT B CBOM OTPOMHBIE PYKH
UCXYJAJI0€ U MOKPOE JIMLIO0 APUCTOHA U 3arOBOPUIL:

— MHe oYeHb kajb, UTO BCE TaK BbIIUIO, ApUCTOH. S Jo-
6w TBOW Marth, Jioomn Apuctuaa. M toxe crpanan. Ha Kude-
pe ocTajicsi MOi oOOYHBIN ChiH. VI oH TOke Toru6. OH ObUT 17151
MEHS1 BCEM, MOM MHUPOM. Thl HE €IUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO JIMIINAJICS
Bcero. He Oyzp arouctom. U mpoctu MeHsl, eClii CMOKeIlIb.

Apucton cmotpen B m1a3a Kpeona u Buzen B HUX 6051b. Boi-
JIO BU/IHO, YTO OH TOBOPUT MPaBy. APUCTOH MPHKAJICS K TPyAU
ObiBIIETO yumuTensi U oOHs1 ero. OH He 3Han, 3aueM. Benp sToT
YeJIOBEK IMpe/iall ero KOraa-To, XOTesl 00ecyecTUThb, OWIT, YHUKAI,
OTHSUT MOOMMYIO JKeHIIMHY...A ceilyac oH oOHuUMaeT ero. [la.
Oo6numaer. [Toromy uto KpeoH ObUT e ITMHCTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM,
KOTOPBIM 3HAJI €T0 CEMbI0. DJINIMHOM. APUCTOH BCIIOMHUII 1H-
3011 ¢ moderoM, korjga KpeoH moiiMan ero B OJJMBKOBOK pOIIIE.
Benp oH TOrga X0TeN 3alUTUTh €ro OT 'HEeBa 0TI, U OH 3TO TIpe-
KpacHO MOMHHUT. A TO, 4TO OH Terepb KUBET ¢ PIOpoi, MOKET
¥ K JydnieMy. Bens oHa v BiipaBay He mo0ua ero. Xotesna Ke-
HUTbCS JIMIIIb U3-32 JICHET . .. A 31130/ C HONBITKOW N3HACUIIOBA-
Hus...Hy uTO %. ApPUCTOH KpacuB M MHOTHE HE MOTYT Iepel
HUM YCTOSITb.

Kpeon ornyctun ApucroHa u ckaszai:

— A ceituac Mbl 00paboTaeM TBOIO PaHy U CHOBA MTPUCTYIUM K
TpeHupoBKaMm. Thl TOKa3aJ1, YTO COBEPILIEHHO HE TOTOB K TOHKAM.



— Jla...— mporoBopuJ1 ApUCTOH.

OH u cam He oxuan 31oro ot cedsa. OqHO OeI0 TPEHUPOBKH
B MaJecTpe U Apyroe — Ha camoM urmogapome. Cyasi o Bcemy,
ApUCTOHY NIPUAETCA 3/1eCh HOYEBATb, YTOOBI OTOTOBUTHLCS J0-
CTOMHO BCero 3a 9 nHen.

kokk

[Ipo3aHMManuch OHU 10 MO3AHETO Bevyepa. YTPOM JOrOBO-
PWINCh BCTPETUTBCA CHOBA, 31ech *ke. Pacnpomasmmck, Apu-
croH u KpeoH pasonuiuce no gomam. Bo3eparusumce Bo ABO-
pell, APUCTOH HE CTaJl Y)KUHATh U TYT K€ YCHYJI. YTPOM €ro pas-
Oymun Katon. OH HamOMHWI eMy TIPO TPEHUPOBKY, Ha KOTOPYIO
OH JIOJKEH AABUThCSA. Ho criaTh XOTes10ch HEMMOBEPHO, Y OH J1aXke
NOIyMbIBaJI €€ MporyisaTh. Ho 4yBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH OBLIO
CUJIbHEE JICHU.

Hackopo nosaBrpakas, ApUCTOH TYyT k€ MOKHMHYJI IBOPELl U
OTHpaBWICA Ha UNNoAPoM. [Ipuyém 10 crx nmop He Mo310pOBaB-
HIUCh ¢ DMUINEM. DMUIMIA ObUT TaK 3aHAT TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIM
JeJlaMu, 4TO eMy OBbUIO COBEpIIeHHO He 10 ApuctoHa. OmHaKo
OH OBUT OCBEJJOMJIEH O €T0 TPEHUPOBKAX.

ApUCTOH 4yBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 MPEBOCXOTHO. DTO YYBCTBO OBLIO
CPaBHUMO C TeM ke, Korna oH Ha Kudepe 1men ¢ panHero yrpa
Ha oxoty ¢ Kpeonom. Kazanocs, oH cHOBa oma. B corpoBoxkie-
HEe ero ObLTM OTIPaBJIeHBbl Kak Bcerna KBUHT u 1Boe mpeTopu-
anieB. Ha unmonpome ero yxe xaan Kpeon. Yuutens Obl1 Be-



ceil. CJIOBHO U eMy 3TO JIOCTaBJIsUIO YIOBOJILCTBUE, Beb KpeoH
TaK k€, KaK 1 APUCTOH BCIIOMUHAJI O poauHe. Bo3dmoxHO, Apu-
CTOH HallOMHMHAJI EMYy CBOETO ChlHA, KOTOPOrO OH JIMIIWJCS. A
Kpeon Apucrony — oTiia.

C kaxapIM THEM HaBBIK €3]1bl HA KOJIECHUIIAX CTAHOBHJICS BCE
BBIIIIE U BbIIIe. Ha BOCbMOIA IeHb, APHCTOH C JIETKOCTBIO OOTOHSLIT
Kpeona Ha 6ure!?* jormaieit, Tornaa kak Kpeon ObuT Ha KBajipure.
N KpeoH He nopgaBascs. YBUAEB, Kak €ro y4eHUK CYacCTIUB, OH
BO3TOPAUJICS M. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MOHsLI, 4TO APUCTOH T'OTOB.

— Cnacu6o, Kpeon, — ckazan ApuCTOH BeuepoM TOCIie Tpe-
HUPOBOK.

— Dta Obl1a MOCeHSIS TBOS TPEHUPOBKA, — OTBETHII KpeoH.

— Ho, KpeoH, em¢ nBa ans. ..

— Ter roToB, — ckazan Kpeon. — W Tl nony4nnis JaBpoOBBIA
BEHOK.

APHUCTOH TTOCMOTpEJT Ha CBOETO YUMTeJsl, 3aJipaB rojioBy Ha-
BEpX U 4Yepe3 HEeKOTOpoe Bpems OOHsI ero. KpeoH moxiona
ApHCTOHA N0 CIIMHE U OTIYCTHIL.

— Hy Bc€, Basie! S npuay Ha roHku, oOeraro.

— Cnacu0o, — OTBEeTUJT APUCTOH.

VY4eHUK W yuuTesb B IMOCIEAHMM pa3 paccTajuch M Pas3o-
nuck. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TOo OH peako Buautcs ¢ Kuccou, on
ObUT cuacuB. KpeoH HamomMuHal eMy OTIla U eMy XOTeJOCh
MIPOBOIUTH C HUM OoJibITie BpeMeH!. OH Moo0uI ero TOYHO Tak
*e, Kak | ero momoomt Kpeon. Eciiu ApucToH ofiepXuT mooe-

12 * ..
KOJICCHI/ILIEI, 3allpsAKEHHasA ABYyMs JIOIIaIbMU.



1y Ha Urpax, TO OH JIOKaXeT He TOJIbKO BceMy Pumy, 4to oH 110-
CTOMHBIN ITPEEMHHUK, HO U ymepuieMy oTtiy. «Hanewoce, Tel ipu-
JIEIIb Ha TOHKH, OTEL.

BepHyBirch cCHOBa BO JBOpel, APUCTOH OCTAaHOBUJICA B aT-
puyme. OH Bcriomumin Kpeona u yneiOHyscs. KBuntummii otiny-
CTUJI CBOMX PeOAT U kI TATbHEeNIINX YKa3aHui Apuctona. U3
KOPUIOpa MOCJBIIAIUCH IIard U rojoca. JTO HIET UMIIEpaTop
co cBoell ceuToi. MiMnieparop BbIlleN B aTpUyM U He 0OpaTvB
BHMMaHUe Ha APUCTOHA, POIIET MUMO. APUCTOH JIABHO HE BU-
Jencst ¢ DMuiveM, a yx TeM Oosiee He pasroBapuBajl. CIOBHO
SMuUIMIA 3a0bUT PO HETO. ..

Ho B atO0T pa3 Dmunmii ocraHoBwics. [Ipekparus pasroBop,
OH nocmoTpen Ha ApuctoHa. bopoaa cHoBa npugaBaia eMy my-
JKECTBEHHOCTH U CHITbHO cTapuiia. BepHee, OH ObUT OXOX UMEH-
HO Ha B3pOCJIOr0 UMIIEPATOPA, CEPHEZHOTO MTPaBUTEN S UMIIEPUH,
a He Ha 6e33200THOrO MaJbUMIIKY. ZKecToM pyKu OT pacimycTuil
CBUTY Y MOJOLIEN K APHUCTOHY.

— Bynp 3m0poB, — nonpusercTBoBal1 ero uMreparop. OH na-
’Ke He YJIBIOHYJICS U He OOHSIT ero. ApUCTOH He y3HaBajl CBOETO
apyra.

— IIpuBercTBy10, DMUIMIA, — OTBETUI APUCTOH.

— IpuHienc, — nonpaBuI DMUTAM.

APHCTOH BOIPOCUTENIBHO IOCMOTPEJI Ha UMIIEPATOpA.

— He Ha3bIBaii MeHs GOJbIIIE 110 UMEHU, ITO HEYUYTHUBO C TBO-
el croponsl. He 3a0biBaid, 4TO sI IMIIEPATOP, a THI BCETO JIMIIb
ObIBIIMIA pad.



APpHCTOH yIMBUJICS CJIOBaM Apyra.

— To, uT0 51 cmenan Te6s1 CBOMM HAC/IETHUKOM JIAIIb HOMHU-
HanbHO. [Toka THI KUBEMIL 37€Ch, TO COOMATOBOIM MPOSIBIIATH
YBa)XEHHE K CBOEMY JIOMUHYCY.

— Ciy1aroch, MPUHLEINC, — OTBETUJI APUCTOH M ITOTYIIWII B30P
BHU3.

— Tol nogroroBuiics k ronkam? — Cripocui umrneparop, Cry-
CTSl MUHYTY MOJTYaHUSI.

— Jla, npuHIIerc.

— Xoporo. [ocrie roHOK s 3aiiMy TeOsI IeJIOM, U ThI TIepecTa-
Hellb Oe3/1eIbHUYaTh C yTpa JI0 Beuepa.

APpHCTOH KMBHYJ B 3HaK coracus. EMy u camoMy Hajoeno
cunetsh 0e3 nena. Mimmeparop coOpasicst yke yXoauTh, HO ApH-
CTOH OCTAHOBHJI €TO.

— A TbI IpUIENTL HA TOHKU ? — HEeyBepeHHO CipOCHIT APUCTOH.

WmMniepaTop, HEMHOTO MOro/isi, HE MOBOPAYMBasCh JIMIIOM, OT-
BETUIL:

— IIpocry, HO HeT.

W nmniepatop ymi€n, octaBuB ApUCTOHA CTOAATh OJHOTO BMe-
cre ¢ Kuntom. Yto ciyumnock ¢ umneparopom? YUto crano
¢ ero aApyrom? BO3MOXHO, OH CJIMILKOM YCTaJ...YCTana OT ro-
cyzapcTBeHHbIX Jen? Mimm mpeTBopAThes APYIMM 4eJI0BEKOM ?
Benp Ovunun Bcerga ropopuil ApUCTOHY, YTO 3TO HE OH. YTO
HACTOSIIIEr0 DMWIUS HE CYIIECTBYeT, ecTb JMOO TUpaH, JIM-
60 Anekcanap-aktép. Hacrpoenue cpasy ucnoprunock. Craio
I'PYCTHO HACTOJIBKO, YTO XOTEJIOCh IIIaKaTh. sKeaHne yd4acTBo-



BaTh B FTOHKAaX CTAJIO MOCTENEHHO MPOoIajaTh. X0TeI0Ch OJHOIO
— YBUJIETH NpexHero dmwims. Ho ator Dmwmmi jaxe He mpu-
JIET HA TOHKU.

[ToracuB cBeT B CBOMX MOKOSIX, APUCTOH OOHST MOIYIIKY U
npeAajIcs BOCHIOMUHAHUAM. BOCIOMMHAHKAM, CBSA3aHHBIM C M-
nepatopoM. M Bce u3 HUX ObLIA XOPOIIMMH, KpOME TOCTIeIHE-
ro. OH Ha3BaJ ero OBIBIIMM PadOM M 3TO CHOBA PAHUJIO €TO0 3a-
xkuBLIylo paHy. He ciepxas smonmii, ApuctoH 3aruiakai. beuio
o6uHOo. be3amepHo 00MTHO.

kokk

UYepe3 n1Ba AHS HAcTajao BpeMs JONTOXKAAHHBIX TOHOK. Bo
nBopetr 32 AprcToHoM npuién KpeoH. OH ObLI OJIET B TOT'Y pUM-
CKOT'O TpakJlaHMHA. APUCTOH ObLT MOJABJIEH U 3TO HE YCKOJb3-
HYJIO OT YUUTEIS.

— To1 kak? — Copocuit oH.

APpPHCTOH OTMaxHyJICSl PyKOU, CIIOBHO OT HAa30MJIMBOU MYXH
U HUYero He orBeTH. OH COBEpIIIEHHO HE XOTeNl Y4acTBOBaTb,
3Has1, 4TO TaM He Oyrer ero apyra. 3aro Kucca mooGermana mo-
CMOTpPETh Ha HETO, BMECTE CO CBOMM OTLIOM, HO ¥ 3TO He 0001-
pUJIO ero.

Cro nisThaecAT 3putesieid co Becell Pumckoiit mnepun cobpa-
JIMCh, 9TOOBI IOCMOTPETh HA TOHKK Ha KosiecHUIax. Jloau Tos-
NIaMU IIJTA 3aHUMATh 3a0pOHMpoBaHHbIe MecTa. Llupk ObL1 orpo-
MEH I10 TUIOLIA/IH.



Apucron HepBauuail. Ero kBagpura u KojnecHuIa yxe Obuia
3neck. Jlomanei moka noarorasieamu padsl. Kucca u Jvmsnap
HaILTM APUCTOHA U MOOEKaIU K HEMY.

— Bce craBAT Ha «3en€HbIX», — cKazan lwibgap Ha Xoay U
ynbIOHYCs. — Ho MBI HocTaBmm Ha Teosl.

— buaropapio, — orBeTsI ApUCTOH, NMOIIAXMBas JIOMAAb. —
Ho s comHeBatoch B cBoeil modee.

— ¥V 1e0s BCcE momyuuTcs, Mbl BepuM B TeOs, — ckaszaia Kucca.

Ona moponuia K CBoeMy Cynpyry u mnoresoBaia B ryosl. Ha
Apuctone Obuta Oenmasi TYHMKA, C 30JI0TOW KalMOH, 30JI0TON
IeM ¢ TpeOHeM, UCKYCHasl Khpaca, KokaHast 100Ka B BHIE Tie-
PbEB, C 30JI0TBIMU KOJIbLIAMHU BHYTPU, HAJIOKOTHUKU U HAKOJIEH-
HUKH. Beirisigen ol 6oxectBeHHo. Kucca roponunack um. Kpe-
OH TOXE.

— Jlepxu IOBOJIBSA TaK, Kak s TeOs1 yuu1, — ckazain Kpeon no-
ciie Toro, Kak Junpaap u Kucca 3aHs1u cBoU 3pUTENBCKHUE Me-
cra. — Y 1ebs Bc€ monmyunrcs, 3Hai 310. [Ipeactasp, 4to s eny
Briepein Te6s1. CMOTpU B 002, COMEPHUKH 3aXOTAT U30ABUTHCS
ot Te6s1. OcobeHHo 3enéHble. OHM He TTPUBBIKJIU TIPOUTPHIBATb.
W1 OyayT uuHUTH Tede npensTcTBUs, Oyab rOTOB K 3ToMy. Brie-
penu TeOs KAET 5 KpyroB. He 3aroHsii CUIbHO Jioa iel, Thl eIme
ycIieelb 0OOTrHaTh BCEX Ha MocnegHeM Kpyry. M ocropoxHee Ha
noBopotax. CerogHsi y4acTHUKOB OyjieT MHOTO. Cpei HUX eCTh
HOBMYKH, OHU HEONBITHBIE, TAK YTO Aaxe He Oouics ux. Ocrepe-
raicsi HaCTOSIIMX CHOPTCMEHOB.

— Cnacu6o0 3a coet, KpeoH, — oTBeTHI1 APHCTOH.



Ycabimas B rojioce ApUCTOHA YHBIHUE, OH TTOJIOKUII CBOIO PY-
Ky €My Ha IUIeYO U MOCMOTPEI B [JIa3a.

— Cpienaii 310 pajy OTIia, MOOEIU Ha TOHKAX.

ApucToH u3MeHwiIcs B auie. HemHoro nogymas, oH yBepeH-
HO KUBHYIL

KpeoH ocraBui ero ¢ jomaabMi U 3aHSUT MECTO PSJOM C
Hunsaapom u Kuccoii.

APpHCTOH 3aCTErHyJ1 pEMEILOK Ha CBOEM IILJIEME U HavyaJl Ipo-
BEPATh KPEILJICHUE.

— Ilo3BosbTe 51 MPOBEPIO, TOCHOAWH, — MOCBIIIAJICSA TOJIOC
c3aaM.

ApuctoH 0bepHyJIcs Ha3a] ¥ yBUJET MOJIOJOro MapHs B KO-
JKaHBIX JIOCTIEXaX W IuieMe. DTOT SIBHO ObLT HE U3 «3EJIEHBIX>.
ApucTtoH KuBHYJI. OH U BIIpaBy HAYETO HE TOHUMAJ B KpeILie-
HUM KOJIECHMUII.

3aKOHYUB, MAapeHb BCTA U YABIOHYJICS.

— Brnaropapio, kak TeOst 30ByT?

— TuresumH, rocofAvH, — OTBETUJI HApeHb. — Sl OYeHb XO4uy
noOe/IUTh Ha TOHKAaX, YTOOBI IOJTYYUTh CBOOOY.

— Taxk TbI pa0? — YauBuiICs ApPHUCTOH.

— NmenHo, — orBeTw1 Tureivt.

— Hy uro %, na nomoxer Ham PopryHa.

— AmuHb, — OTBETHII paod.

Korna pa6 ymén, Apucron 3agymaics. Kto-to yuactByer pa-
I CNIaBbl, KTO-TO Pajiy JIEHET, a KTO-TO paau Boyid. OH NOHUMA
storo pada. Eciu Obita Obl y AprCTOHA Takasi ke BO3MOXHOCTb



HECKOJIbKO MecsIIIeB Ha3ajl, KOrjaa OH ObLT KYypTU3aHOM, OH Obl
TOKE yJacTBOBAJ B roHKax. 160 cBo60a —3TO HAMHOTO JIOPOKE
MOOBIX JIHET M ClIaBbl, CBOOOAA — OecIieHHOe OOraTcTBO.

— TuresnnuH, — o3sBaJ ero ApHUCTOH.

Mosogoit pad ToIOIIEN K HEMY.

— Ecm o1 He moGeuiib, 51 103a004ych 0 TBOeW cBOoOOIE, 00e-
1alo.

Turennun 3amenikaicsi. EMy npukazanu youth ero, HO Kak
MOJKHO YOUTb YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPBIK X04deT oMoub Tede? [Tpruém
0€3BO3ME3/IHO.

— locnonmuH, NMO3BONIBTE S €IIE pa3 MpOBepIo Ballle Kperuie-
HUe, — OBICTPO MPEIOKII Pad.

— IlaBaii, — OTBETUI APUCTOH U YJIBIOHYJICS.

Ho 3BoH Ty0 npepBai ux. ApUCTOH MPUKa3asl )KeCTOM OTOM-
T paly U 3aHsUT MecTo Ha KonecHule. Turesuma Beroten. OH
ycres 3aKpenuTh HEKOTOPBIE YacTH €r0 KOJIECHUIIbI, HO Kperuie-
HHE He BBIICPKUT 5 KpyroB. OIHAKO OBbLJIO CJMIITKOM TMO3JIHO.

YuacTHUKY HaYaJT 3aHNUMaTh MeCTa Ha UIIOPOME, TOTOBSICh
K crapry. Crosiii Bce Ha Oesoil JIMHUU. APUCTOH OOMOTaJT KO-
’KaHble MOBO/IbsI ce0e Ha PYKHU U HECKOJIBKO pa3 AEpHYJI, yOeauB-
IIKCh, YTO BCE B MOPSIIKE. 3aTeM OH IIPOBEPUJI CBOU HOX B HOX-
Hax, KOTOPbIN ObUI MTpeJHa3HAYEH CTIEIMAIBHO ISl TIepepe3aHust
NIOBOJIbEB, B CJTyvae Hay(parmyma, To eCTh KpyIIeHUsI KOJIeCHH-
138

[MocpeauHe pacrosaraigach «CIMHa», TO €CTh Oapbep, KOTO-
phIi pasaenan unmoAapoM. Ha 6apbepe Obun ycTaHOBIEHBI 00€e-



JIICKHU, 30JI0TBIE CTATYH, MPUUEM UX OBUIO TaK MHOTO, UTO 3pHTE-
JIM HE MOIJIM Pa3MJIsSIIETh MPOUCXOJSIIEe Ha MPOTUBOIOIOKHOM
cropose. 1o koH1Iam Gapbepa pacnosarajiuch NOBOPOTHBIE CTON-
Obl, TaK Ha3bIBaeMble MeThl. OCMOTpPEB BeCh UIMOAPOM, A PUCTOH
npuroroBuiics. OH nodequt. [Todenut He pagu DMunus, a pa-
JIM CBOE ceMbU. P10M HAXOAUIUCH CIIOPTCMEHBI, KOTOPHIE BbI-
UTpajid B TOHKAaX HECKOJIbKO COTeH pa3. U 1y HuxX ouepenHoin
3ae3/] ObLI Jlerye JIETKOro, U OHU ObLIM aOCOJIOTHO CIIOKOMHBI.
VYBuzeB BoiHeHue TureuvHa, ApUCTOH IMMOKa3al eMy KyJIak U
yIBIOHYCS. TUresuTuH yIbIOHYJICS B OTBET.

— MoxeT cpa3zy cnanibcesi, cbiH umrieparopa? — C HOTKOM Tpe-
3peHMs CKa3ajl OIUH U3 3€JEHBIX. DTOT YEIOBEK HE 3HaJ MOpa-
JKEHUH.

— 41 yiinmy oTcioma TOJNBKO C JIABPOBBIM BEHKOM, — OTBETHUJI
TBEPAO APUCTOH.

— CoMHeBaloch, 4ToO Thl BOOOIIE YBU/IUIIIb €TO.

APHCTOH MOHSI, K YeMY KJIOHHUT 3TOT yesaoBeK. OH XO4eT u3-
6aBuTHCS OT Hero. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YUTO OH CHIH UMIIEpaTopa 1 B
cllydae ero rudesiu, 3TUX CaMbIX 3eJIEHBIX MOTYT Ka3HUTh. Apu-
CTOH TNEPEKI0YWJI BHUMaHWE Ha MMIOAPOM U MPUCITYLIWICS K
6uenmio ceoero cepaua. lllym 3puterneit mocTeneHHo HavYas CTH-
XaTh, ¥ OH CJIBIIIIAJ TOJbKO JIBIXaHUE CBOMX JIOIIA/IEH, CTaB C HU-
MU OHUM LIEJTbIM.

[TpukpsbIB 17133, OH YCHBIIIAT TOBTOPHBIN 3BOH TyO. 3aremM
MOKpEIye CkaB MOBO/IbsI, OH MOCMOTPEJ Ha YesoBeKa ¢ (iax-
KOM 1 OpOH30BBIE SIIa, KOTOPbIE TIOKA3hIBAIM KPyru. MrHOBe-



HUE, 1 YeJIOBEK OITyCKaeT (pyiar. YUaCTHUKU pa3oM YIapUJIu CBO-
VX JIOIIAJEW Y, MOJIHUMAS IbLIb, Hadya v TOHKY. [Toka ApucToH
exas HapaBHe ¢ TuremaoM. Camble c1a0ble U HEOTBITHBIE TYT
K€ OCTAJIMCh M03aA1. 3eJIEHbIE exaliu Brepean. Yepes HeCKOIIb-
KO METPOB Oy/IeT TOBOPOT, KaK MPABUJIO HA TIOBOPOTAX MTPOUCXO-
aaT aBapun. OQuH U3 cMenbYakoB oOorHan TuremmHa u Apu-
CTOHA M HarHaJ1 3eJIEHBIX. EIlIE HEMHOTO, ¥ OH BBICTYIIWJI BIIEPEL.
Ho panocts ero piunack He 10ar0. [IBe KOJIeCHUIbI CHHXPOHHO
CKaJIM ero 1o OOKaM M MpoexaB HECKOJIbKO METPOB, KOJEeCHH-
I1a CMeJTbuaka Bpe3asiach B Oapbep, a JIOMaau UCITyTaHHO pa3oe-
’KaJIMCh 10 UMIOAPOMY. APUCTOH JIMXOPAJ0YHO B3/I0XHYI. by-
JeT CJIO)KHO, HO OH cripaButcsl. HakoHell nepBbiil NOBOPOT. ApHu-
CTOH IJIABHO MOBOPAYMBAET JIOLIA/IEN 1 HE IEPEBOPAYMBAETCS HA
KOJIECHUIIE, YTO HEJb35 CKa3aTh O KOJIECHUYMX, EXABIINX C331
Hero. TureyvH eme cymen ooJeTh MOBOPOT, HO MHOTHE HEMTPO-
(peccronansl Bc€ ke norepnenu Kpyuenus. Ho oHoma crapain-
cs1 He oOpanarh Ha HUX BHUMaHUe 1 ObICTPO MEePeKTI0UMIICS Ha
3eJIEHBIX, KOTOPBIE, BIPOUYEM, OOOTHAIIM €ro YXe Ha TOJ Kpyra.
3aKOHYUB MEPBbIA KPYyTr, APUCTOH B310XHYJ. Camoe JIErkoe no-
331, OCTAJIOCh 000OTHATH 3eJIEHBIX. TUreJUTUH BCE eIe exall BMe-
cre ¢ HuM. CJIOBHO He XoTesr 00roHsATh. M 310 OblIa npasaa. OH
MIEPEKMBAJT 32 KOJIECHULLY APUCTOHA UM cieaui 3a He. OH He XO-
TeJI, YTOOBl APUCTOH TIOCTPaIal U3-3a Hero.

APpHCTOH pelni1 HEMHOTO YCKopuThes. OH yaapuil Jiomaaen
¥ 000THAJT CUHKX. DTO ObLIIM CIIOPTCMEHBI, KOTOPbIE B IMPOIILIOM
3aHUMAJIN TIEpBbIe MeCTa U MOOESK AN 3eJIEHBIX, HO C TeX Top,



KaK He CTaJlo UX JIMJepa, KOTOPhId MOrud B OUepeqHON TrOHKe,
OHU HAyYaJI MPOUTPHIBATH U 3aHUMATh BTOPbIE MECTa, HO ObUIH
JIOBOJIbHO-TAKW CHJIbHBIMU COTIEPHUKAMH.

TureuiH HarHaa ApUCTOHA, U OHU €XaJlv IpYr NOAJIe Apyra,
He nponyckas 1pyrux Brepén. CuHME NbITaIUCh TPUKATh UX, HO
APpUCTOH JIOBKO 0OOTHAJT MX U €Xajl C3a1y 3eEHbIX. TuremmH
JepKaiicsl psAOM. BbIJIO BUJTHO, YTO STOT pad XOPOIIHIA KOjiec-
HUYMA. XOTS €r0 COBEPILIEHHO HE TOTOBWIIY, U OH SIBHO HE Tpe-
HUPOBAJICS HA UCKYCCTBEHHOM UIIOAPOME.

W cHOBa OBOPOT. APUCTOH BhIeXas Briepén, ooornas Turen-
JIMHA ¥ TUJTABHO MOBEPHYJI. TUreJUIMH BCKOpPE HarHaj ero, 1 OHU
€XaJld CHOBA BPOBEHb. 3e/I€Hble 0O0OTHAIM UX Ha MOATOpa Kpy-
ra, nopa HaBEPCThIBaTh. APUCTOH MOCMOTpeJ Ha TureivHa u
BCTPETWICS C HUM B3IJISIIOM.

— Ilopa! — KpukHyn ApHUCTOH.

FOHoma ynapun nomager U yckopwics. TUreJIMH nocieio-
Bas1 32 HUM. JlIomy Hepa3ObOpUYMBO KPUYATIHA OJHO CJIOBO — 3€JE-
Hble! Ho riie-To Tam, riry0oKO BHYTpPH, CHIIEIH €T0 JPYy3bsi K KPH-
Yaau — ApUCTOH. DTO MOAOOIPUIIO IOHOIITY, U OH €IIE CHITbHEEe
yckopuiics. Ha odyepenHoM MoBOpoTe, OH HAarHaj HakOHEl] 3e-
JIEHBIX, IPUYEM [TOBOpaUMBasi, OH CymeJl BBIUTH Briepen. Turen-
JIVH TIOMBITAJICS JOTHATH €r0. 3eJIEHbIE OTPearnpoBaJId CIIOKOM-
HO. OHM HaYaIM MpUXAKUMaTh TUTe/UIMHA K CTEHE, MbITAsICh MO/I-
pe3arh ero v rnepeBepHyTh KOJIECHUITY. YBUIIEB, Kak pad B Oene,
APHCTOH CTaJl CBOpaYMBaTh K COMEPHUKAM, YTOObI OCBOOOIUTH
Turemmmaa. Enié HemHOro 1 ApucToH yaapui KOJIECHUILY MpU-



KUMaBIIIEro pada KOJECHUYEro, MOCje Yero COMepHUK TYT Ke
orctail c3agu. Tenepb TuresyiMH U APUCTOH CHOBA €XaJIi BPO-
BeHb. 3eJIEHble CHOBA OOOTHAIM MX. APUCTOH YCKOPWIICS ellé
obIcTpee.

[II€n yxe TpeTuil Kpyr, emme qBa Kpyra u pemuTcs, KTo mooe-
T B 3TOM roHKe. CHOBa MOBOPOT. APUCTOH pervi 00OTHATh
3eJIEHBIX y CTOMIOA, KaK C/IeNall 3TO B MPOIUILIA pa3. MrHOBeHue
Y €ro KOJIECHULA BHepeau. TUreuivH noapesan OHOrO U3 CO-
MIEPHUKOB, MOCJIE YEro KOJECHUI] OCTAJIOCh BCEro MNATh. Jluaep
3eJIEHBIX Havasl OecriokonThess. OH KpHyall, Kak 3Beph HA CBOUX
JIOIIAJeH, ¥ Ka3aJoCh, OHM CIyIIANIUCh ero. OH JorHan ApucTo-
Ha U BBITAIllMB HOX, MOIBITAJICS HAHECTH IoHOuIe yaap. Turen-
JIMH YBUJEJT 3TO U MOCHenIvI Ha nmoMoiis. OH mpuskai ero coo-
Ky Y TIOMBITANICS ynapuTh. Jluzep ObLT IpHKaT cO BCEX CTOPOH.
On 3apbryan eme rpomue. COBMECTHBIMU YCWIMSIMH, IPOEXaB
HECKOJIbKO METPOB, APUCTOH BMecTe ¢ TureinmeM cyMenu us3-
OaBuThCs OT Hero. Kos€ca muaepa 3e1€HbIX ObLIM BHIOUTHI, U OH
6onee He MOT MPOAOKATh TOHKY. Ho ocraBanuch eme apyrue
YUYaCTHUKH, KOTOPBIE KeJIaii U30aBUThCA OT ApuctoHa u Turen-
JIMHA.

Ocragascs nocnennuii Kpyr. [loka uro TurennH u Apucton
IIJTY BPOBEHb BIIEPEIN OCTANIBHBIX, U MoOea Obuta MM obecrie-
YeHa, HO KTO 3alUMET nepBoe Mecto? ApuctoH win Turemn?
ApucToH X0TeJ, 4ToObl ode i1 pad, Beb /7151 HEro T0 HAMHO-
ro BaxHee. Ha nocnenqHemM Kpyry AprCTOH KMBKOM T'OJIOBBI 1AJT
TuresuHy NOHATH, YTO OH nponyckaer ero. Ho Tureumn Bee



elIE MepeKrBall 3a KOJIECHUIY APUCTOHA. XOTS 3a BCE 3TO Bpe-
Ms OHa emé Aepxkanacb. MoXeT, OHa BBIIACPKHUT 10 OeIon Ju-
Hru? Ho TompKO mogymaB 00 39TOM, Kak KOJECHUIAa ApUCTOHA
ME/IJIEHHO Havajla OTCOEJUHUTHLCS OT JIOIIa/Iel. APUCTOH HE TO-
HUMaJI, 4YTO MPOUCXOUT.

— [Ipeirain ko mue! — Kpuknyn TuresumH, nogbesxas BILIOT-
HYIO K ApPUCTOHY.

ApHUCTOH OBICTPO Pa3MOTAJ IOBObSI CO CBOMX PYK U CXBATUB
pyky Turennmna, nepecen B ero konecHuily. Konecuuna Apu-
CTOHA TYT K€ OTCOEMHMUIIACH, A JIOLIAJN ITOCKAKaJIM BIIEPEL.

— 910 TBOs Modena! — KpukHyn AprCTOH, cCOOMpasiCh CIIPHIT-
HYTb.

Ho TurennmH ocTtaHoBuUI €ro.

— Her! — OrBetnn pad. — D1o Hama modeya!

Yenosek ¢ rarom yxe NpUroroBuics MaxHyTb. Heckosbko
MeTpoB U ApucToH ¢ TuresmmHom puauinmpyoT. Eme HemHoro.
Bcé. Turennun Topmo3ut joraaeit. [IpoexaB HECKOJIbKO METPOB
BIIEPEN, OHU OCTAaHOBUJIMCH. 3PUTENIN PEBEIM OT BocTopra. Tu-
TreJJIMH IOCMOTpeN Ha APUCTOHA U YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Tl MOJIOZIEN, — TOXBAJIMJI €r0 APUCTOH U MOXJIONAJI IO T1Ie-
qy. — Criacu6o te0e.

[Mox 3ByK Ty ¥ TPOM aIrIONUCMEHTOB, TIOOEAUTEITH TIOIONLTA
K Ibefectany. Tam ux yke BCTpedaav YYaCTHUKU FOHOK, B TOM
Yyuciie U CUHUE, HEKOTOPBIE, OJHAKO HE CMOIIM NMPUUTU U3-32
CWJIBbHBIX TPaBM, KOTOpbIe OHM monyurin. Jloau 6pocaii BHU3
JIETIECTKH IIBETOB M TOBTOPSIIM MMeHa nodeauteneit. [loias mo



nbefecTana, ApUCTOH OCTAHOBUJICSL.

— Wan, — ckazan Apucton Turesmny.

TuremMH HeyBepeHHO MocMOTpes Ha Hero. Ho He ycrnen oH
4TO-TMO0 CKa3aTh, KK €ro B3sUIM 32 PYKHU U MOAHSIIM Ha TbeJe-
craj.

— JIaBpOBBIM BEHKOM HarpaxaaeTcst modeinTe b TOHOK Ha KO-
necuunax Turemmun Jlypkon! — ['(poMKO poBO3IIackI MyK4u-
Ha ¥ Yepe3 MIHOBEHUE, HaJlell JIABPOBbI BEHOK pady Ha roJioBy.

3areM npuHecI HeOOJBIIION CYHIYK C 30JI0TOM J1JIsI IOOe/IU-
TeJisl U YYaCTHUKOB. BosbIliasi yacTh IeHer pasymeercsi JoCTa-
nack TurenmHy u 61arogaps 3aKOHy DMUJTUS — OH ITOJTY IHJI e1é
u cBoOony. U Tyt Turesmun oco3nan Bc€. OH He BBIIOIHUI MTPU-
Ka3 CBOEM rOCHOXHU U TEeTepb €ro KAET TOJIBKO CMEPTb.

OH nonowen Kk ApUCTOHY U CKa3all:

— ['ocnonyH, MO3BOJIBTE MHE CITYKHUTh BaM.

— Ho b1 Benb Tenepb cBOOOAHBIN, — OTBETUI APHUCTOH.

— Ila, HO 51 6€3yMHO XO4y CTaTh BAIIUM JAPYTOM.

ApPHCTOH MOXaJ Mjie4aMy U OTBETHLL:

— Hy 4t0 %, ocTaBaiicsi. Y MeHs1 MaJIO BEPHBIX JpYy3€i.

TurennuH yaelOHYJICA W MOCHAENOBAN BClel 32 APUCTOHOM.
['maBHOE He nomajarscA Ha I1asa Ypeyie u Aapuany. Eciu onn
Y3HAIOT, YTO OH TeTepb Ha CTOPOHE APUCTOHA €My KOHEIl.

Hokk

Kpeon Ob11 cnierka pazoyapoBad. OH ObUT yBepeH, 4To Apu-



CTOH ofiep:KUT NoOey B ronkax. Ho Bc€ nomwno He no riany. [o
OKOHYaHWU Tpe/cTaBieHus, KpeoH BCE ke pelms MpoBEpUTh
KOJIECHHULLY.

— 51 npoBepsis1 KpeIieHne, — CKa3all Torjga yuuTesab ApucTo-
HY. — KTO-TO sIBHO XOTe1, YTOOBI ThI TPOUTPATL.

— Ja g urak npourpai, KpeoH, — orBeTnn ApUCTOH.

APpHCTOH B CBOIO OuYepeb HU Kaluld He paccrpauBaiics. s
ceOs1 OH ofepkaJl oOeqy M IIaBHasi ero modeaa — 3T0 HOBbIH
npyr TureivH.

BuiBIMiA pad ObLT MOJION, HEMHOTO cTapiie Apucrona. OH
ObLT 00pa30BaH M C HUM OBLIO O YEM MOroBOpUTh. U Takoii ke
Becesblid, Kak AduHonop...OaHako Ha Bonpoc, komy TuresmuimH
paHbilie CITyKuJ1, ObBIIMI pad He oTBeTvI. Ho AprcTona 310 He
CUJIPHO-TO M BOJIHOBaJIO. [ JTaBHOE OH Terieph CBOOO/IEH, OCTaIlb-
HOE HE MMEJIO 3HAYEHUS.

[Ipesxae yem BEpHYTbCA BO ABOPEL], APUCTOH HECKOJIBKO Ya-
COB MPOOBLI co cBoel keHou. Cy/is o Bcemy, DMUIHIO BCE paB-
HO Ha CBOETO ChIHA, Y OH TEMepb CMOKET BUIEThCS ¢ Kuccon Ha-
MHOro yaie. Vi 3To ToJBbKO Tak Ka3ajoch ApUCTOHY ?

BosBparuBimck BO JBOpel MO3HUM BeYepoM, APUCTOH I10-
npocui Karona B3t TuresuirHa B CBOE yCiy:)KEHUE U TPUCTPO-
UTh HOBOTO pada. KaTon He cTasn moknaasBaTh 00 3TOM UMITEpa-
TOpy, MO0 3TO OBUIO HE B ero 3a0orax. KaToH ¢ ynoBoibCcTBUEM
npuHs1 TuresuivHa 1 Havyasl pacckasblBaTh O IBOPLIOBBIX MOPSI-
KaX. APUCTOH HE CTaJl yKUHATh U TYT ke JIET CHATh.

Ture;uIMH TEM BpEMEHEM 3aKaHYMBAJI U3y4daTh IBOPEL U CO-



Oupasicss UATH B KOMHATY JUIsl paboB, HO TYT YbsI-TO pyKa CXBa-
THJIA €0 3a 3aIIACThe M yTallllia B TEMHBIM yroi. Bropas pyka
npuepKUBalia ero poT, YToObl TUre/UIMH He 3aKprdal.

— Iloyemy ApuctoH Bc€ ene€ kuB? — Cripocusi MyKCKOU To-
noc. — Tebe Beb MpHKa3aHO OBUTO M30ABUTHLCS OT HETO.

Yenorek ormyctui Turevaa u Torga pad yBUae KTO ¢ HUM
pazroBapuBaet. 1o ObUI TeToX paHuTeb Ajiprana. Cyjis o Bce-
MY, OH OBLJT ITOCJIaH, YTOOBI IIPOCIICUTH 32 HUM.

— A Tl BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI YOUTH €ro MoOeu Ha TOHKaX U
JKUBELIb TENEPb BO JBOPLIE.

MyxunHa nipykan TureJuiiHa K CTeHe W TMPUJIOKUIT HOX K
ropiuy.

— Ecnu ThI 3aBTpa ke He N30aBUIIbCs OT HACJIGAHUKA, TOCIIO-
’Ka y3HAET O TBOEU U3MEHE.

OH OTIyCTHJI €r0 1 TOJIKHYB B TUIEYO, HAYaJl yaausThes. Tu-
reJUTMH 00JIerY€HHO B30XHY/. Ho uTo Tenephb oH OyzieT fenars?
Benws Apucron ero apyr. Eciiu oH yObET ero, oH HUKOrIa cede He
MIPOCTUT ITOTO. A eciii He YObET, TO YOBIOT €ro caMoro. A Xu3Hb
TureTMH 1IEHUT OOJIbIIIE BCETO.

HayTpo KaroH pacckazan AprCTOHY O ero HOBOM JiesITeIbHO-
CTM U TIOMPOCKHJT TIPOUTU 3a HUM. Ternepb APUCTOH 3aHUMAJICS
KaHIIeJISIPCKOU paboTOM, pa3rpedat kaaoObl rpakIaH U OTOUpa
Te, KOTOPBIE JIOCTOMHBI BHUMaHUSI UMIIEpaTopa U Te, KOTOpbIe OH
BIIpaBe penTh cam. MiMreparop nopyums AprcTOHY JOBOJILHO
OTBETCTBEHHOE JIEJIO, 3HAUUT OH eMy JOBepsiI. THreJUT|H, BIIPO-
4yeM, TOoxke He ocTajicsi 6e3 padoThl. ApUcTOH Toripocui Ture-



JIMHA TIOMOYb €My ¥ BMecTe ObIJIO HaMHOTO Becestee. [Topoii un-
Tast HEKOTOPbIE KaJI0Obl, OHU CMESITUCh Ha BECh JIBOPEIl.

— «Moi¥1 BO3I0OIEHHBI OpOCHIT MEHSI M YIIEN K APYroi», —
yptaj TUre/uIMH ¢ MHTOHALIMER. — «$l cumMTa, 4To OH 00sA3aH
BO3MECTUTh MHE yIepO B pa3Mepe CTa ThICSAY JeHAPUEB».

— Cra toicsia? — YauBuiicst ApucToH u pacemestics. — O 6oru,
Jla OHU TaM B CBOEM yme?

[TpopaboTaB Bech jieHb, Oe3 IepepbIBOB U 00ea, APYy3bsi COB-
MECTHBIMU YCUJIUSIMA HAKOHEl| 3aKOHYMJIM. APHUCTOH yrHajl Ha
JIOKE pAIOM ¢ TUreueM v NoJoKWI PyKH 32 TOJIOBY.

— Crniacu00 3a TOMOIIIb, APYT MOM, — CKa3al ApUCTOH. — { paf,
YTO MMO3HAKOMUJICS C TOOOM.

— 4 Toxe... — TMXO mporoBopua TureuivH, BCIIOMHUB PO
IpUKa3 YPCyJbl.

— Yro-T10 cityunnocs? — Cipocust ApUCTOH, 3aMETHUB TPEBOX-
HOCTb B rOJIOCE JIpyra.

— Her, Her, Bc€ xopolo, — orBeTw1 TuresimH v Beral. — S
IIPOCTO YCTaJl, MO3BOJIBTE 51 MOULY CIaTh?

— JIoOpbIX CHOB, — CKa3ajl ApUCTOH.

TurenmH KuBHYA U Bbies. [Tocre 3aiién BoJIbHOOTIYIIEH-
HuK Karon. OH mocmorpen Bciien ynaisomeMy TureuiiHy u
ynbiOHYyACS. EMy HpaBuiics 3TOT mapeHb U CTapuK ObLT paj 3a
ApUCTOHA, 4TO OH HAIlIEN TAKOTo JIpyra, Kak OH.

— Mmmneparop mpocut Bac k cede, — ckazan KaroH.

Apucron ynuswica. Yto dmuamio Hago ot Hero? Heyxenn
XOYeT IMOrOBOPUTH, KAK paHblle? BbITh MOKET, OH CTaJl IPEKHUM



AunekcanipoM? ApUCTOH He cTall paccripamuBarb KatoHa u cpa-
3y MPUCTYMUJI K BHIIOJTHEHUIO NpuKa3a. MiMmeparop *kjai ero B
aTpuyMe, rjie OH Y)XUHaI. APUCTOH MeJJIEHHO 3allién B 31y U
HEYBEPEHHO MOKJIOHWICS. DMUIANA CUAES 32 CTOJIOM U OIHOBPE-
MEHHO YKWHAasl TOPSYUM CYIIOM, BHUMATEJIbHO U3y4all KaKue-TO
JOKYMEHTHI.

— IlpuHnienc, Bbl XOTeJW MeHsI BUIAETh? — YUTUBO CIIPOCUI
ApPHCTOH.

Hekotopoe BpeMst DMuuuil He odpaial Ha Hero BHUMaHMUS,
MPOJIOIKAsl YUTATh MepraMeHT. 3areM, CIIyCTs MUHYT IsITHA-
J1aTh, OH HAaKOHeIl MOJKCall IepraMeHT OCTaBUB Ha HEM CBOIO
UMIIepaTOPCKYIO MeyaThb, ObICTPO JOEJI CYI ¥ IOCMOTpes Ha ApH-
croHa. Barmsag Dmunms ObuT yCTaBIIMM, TEMHBIE KPYTH IO IJ1a-
3aMU TOBOPWJIA O OECCOHHUIIAX U HEJIOCHITe, O0po/a CcTaja eme
Tyile U KyapsiBee, OH 3aMeTHO nocTtapen. Y B3risa u3MeHWICS.
Cran B3pocieiM. B3rsag nosenurens.

— OTBeTh MHE, — 3arOBOPUJI UMIIEPATOP, HE BCTaBasl C JIOKA. —
3auem Thl IPUHSUT YYaCTUE B TOHKAX, €CJIM 3HAJ, YTO MPOUrpa-
et ? Thl MIOHUMAEIITh, YTO OpeMst II030pa TBOETO MOPAXKEHUS Te-
1iepb BCELIEJIO JIEKUT HA MHe?

—IpuHuenc, kperieHue NoaBeso, Mosi KoJIeCHUIIa IoTepresia
KpYILIEHHe Ha MOCJIEIHEM KPYTY.

Dvumii yaueuiics. OH nodecasn 60pojay ¥ IOCMOTpPeT Ha CTO-
SIIIIEro psijioM pada.

— Thl MHE He pacckasbiBal 00 aBapuH, — CKa3zal IMUIIHN, 00-
parasicek K pady. B ronoce ero 3By4as rHeB U HeJJOBOJIbCTBO. BbI-



JIO BUAHO, UTO OH BCE €IIE€ TOPOKUT APUCTOHOM.

Pab 3anepBHUYATL.

— E€ u He 6bu10, — BMecTO paba OTBETUI APHUCTOH. DMUIUT
niepecTa CKUraTh B3IISIIOM pada ¥ CHOBA MOCMOTpeEN Ha ApH-
cToHa. — TuresuvH crac MeHs1. I BOBpeMsI eperpbirHyJj o CBO-
el KOJIECHHILIBI K HEMY, ¥ MBI BMECTe MPHOBUTH K (puHUIITY. DTO
Harna oomas nmoodena.

— Turennuu? — Youswicd Dvunuii. — Kto 310?

— Moii HOBBIH APYT, — OTBETHII APUCTOH U YIbIOHYICS. — OH
Terepb CIYKUT MHE, €CJIU Thl HE MPOTHUB.

— Iycts npuagr crofa, HeMeIJIeHHO, — CKa3ajl MMIepaTop Io-
BEJIUTEIbHBIM TOHOM.

ApHUCTOH 3aHepBHMYAJ. 3ayeM OH Io3BaJl TuremmHa?
Heyxemu pepnyet? Vu ObITh MOXET, TPOCTO XOUET OTONArosa-
puth ero? Ho He ka3Huth *ke...Her. ApuctoH He Jact cBoero
Jpyra B oouay. B oOumy — Tpana.

UYepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT, IPETOPUAHIIbI CUJIOW BTaluiu Tu-
reJUIMHA B aTpuyM. TUTeJUTMH COMPOTUBIISIICS, MO0 AyMal, uTo
UMIIEPATOp y3HAJI 000 BCEM U €ro cefuac Ka3HsAT. YBHUIEB YJIbIO-
Ky NIPUBETCTBUSA Ha JiMlle ApUCTOHA, TUTeNIMH HEMHOIO YCIIO-
KOMJICSL.

— DTOT YeJIOBEK U Crac MeHs, — cKa3zal ApPUCTOH, yKa3biBas
Ha TurennuHa.

Torna TurenivH NoHsiI, 4TO OH MOXKET ObITh criokoeH. Huka-
Kasi OMaCHOCTb €0 KU3HU CelYac He YyrpoxkaeT. YBUIEB I'PO3HOE
JIMIIO UMITEPATOpa, OBIBIINI pad MTOKJIOHHUIICS.



Nmneparop noaHsAICs ¢ MeCTa U MEJJIEHHO TOJIOIIEN K HEMY,
CKPECTUB PYKHM 3a CITIMHOU.

— Ckaxwu MHe, TuresuiiH, — HaUaI UMIIEPATOP. — A 3a4eM Thl
noMor ApUCTOHY, 3Hasl, YTO Thl MOXeIllb ToOeuTh? Besib Th ero
Jaxe He 3Haelmb. MoxkeT, 31ech Kpoercs apyras npuunHa? Kak
MHE U3BECTHO, BAIlM KOJICCHUIIBI ObUTM HAPABHE, U THI CTAPAJICS
JepKaTbCsl pAJOM ¢ APUCTOHOM. XM, TeOe He KaKeTcsl, YTO 3TO
CJIMIIKOM cTpaHHO? W mopo3puTesbHO.

Nmneparop npuxan TureuiMHa K CTeHE M CMOTpPEI B IJ1a3a.
On ObUT BhIIIIE OBIBIIEro pada Ha HECKOJIBKO CAHTUMETPOB. TH-
IeJUIMH BOJIHOBAJICS. OO0 3TOM SIBCTBEHHO TOBOPHJI BBICTY-
NaBIIKK TIOT HA JIUIIE.

—4...4, — 3anmeneran TureumH.

— Xoten youtsb ero?! — 3aKOHYHIT UMIIepaTop U BBITAIIAI MeU
13 HOXEH, CTOSILETO PsAJIOM ITPETOPUAHLIA.

TureJuIMH WM3yMWICA MPOHULIATEIBHOCTH uMmnepaTtopa. Kak
OH 000 BcéM nrorafancst? OH OblJT HAMHOTO YMHee, YeM Ka3aJicsl.
APHCTOH HE MOT CMOTPETb, KAaK UMIIEPATOP U3MBIBAETCS HAJI €T0
HOBBIM JIpyrom. OH ropoexai K HeMy 1 OTTOJIKHYB DMK, 3a-
KPbUI Apyra CBOEU CITIMHOM.

— He tpons ero! — Ckazan ApUCTOH U TSAKENO 3abIIIall, CJIOB-
HO KMBOTHOE. [1a3a ero ropesny, OH CMOTpeNl Ha DMWIUSA U I0-
TOB ObLJ1 yIApPUTh €TO0.

— HauBHblil nypak, — ckazaa DMWINKA U OTKUHYJI Med Ha Mpa-
MOpHBIA NoN1. — Ero nocnana most cynpyra U Thl BEpUILb EMY.
Kako¥u ke Tel uANOT, APUCTOH.



— 37O JIOXKD, — cKazan ApuctoH. — Thl corén ¢ yma, Tede BCio-
Iy KaxyTcs Ipenaresid. TUresuInH MOW JIPYr M sl HE MO3BOJII0
youTs ero. Eciv Thl Ka3HUIIb ero, 51 TeOs1 Oy/1y HeHABUJIETb.

SOMuuii 00epHyscs. Ero B3misn Ha Bpemsi BepHYJICS U Ha
ApucToHa cMOTpe MpeskHu umriepatop. OH ObLT UBYMIIEH CIO-
BaM ApuctoHa. M3ymnén un oOmxeH.

— 3HauuT Thl MPOMEHST MEHs Ha 3Toro npeaarens? — Crapo-
CHWJI UMIIEPATOP IPOXKalIMM roinocoM. OH Cxal OT 3JI0CTH KyJla-
KU U MTOKPACHEII, KaK pak.

— OH x0Ts1 Obl He Ha3bIBACT MEHsI OBIBIIUM pabOM, — OTBETHII
C HEHABUCTBIO APUCTOH.

DMWIMI BCIOMHUI cBOM ciioBa. Emy crano creiino. Ho Buny
OH He nojai. BMECTo 3TOro oH jXecToM yKa3ajl UM BbIMTH U3 aT-
puyma. ApUCTOH BbIOEXaJl 3 3aJIbl, HE B CHJIaX OoJiee CMOTPETh
Ha M. TurejaavH nocremus 3a HuM. Jlonas 10 CBOMX Io-
KOEB, APUCTOH yIaJl Ha JIO)Ke U OOHSLT MOAYIIIKY.

— BrBimmM padom? — IIporoBopu BorieAmui B mokou Tu-
reJUIAH.

ApucToH yopas MOayIIKy ¥ TOCMOTpe Ha pyra. Cryctst Mu-
HYTY OH KUBHYJL

— He paccnpammBaii MeHsi, — noripocusi ero Apucrtod. — 1
npocty umrneparopa. OH — UAKOT.

— Bynb yBepeH, ApuctoH. S He ciyKy aBrycre, s TBOM ApyT.

— 4 3Hato, TurennuH, — otBeTUN ApUcToH. — OCTaBb MEHH, s
X04Yy ITOOBITH OJIHH.

— Cymaioce.



TuresUTMH BBIIIEN, 3aKPHIB 32 COOOH ABEPh. P10M CTOSLI 1IeH-
TypuoH KBunTtmmmii. OH ObUT IPUCTABJIEH B OXPaHEHUE €ro To-
KOEB U cliaJl B coceqHer komHare. LIeHTyproH ¢ HeloBepreM No-
cMmoTpen Ha TuresiMHa U ckaszal:

— [IIén 611 TH OTCIOAA. Tebe He MecTo BO JIBOpIIE.

— Tonbko noce Bac, — ¢ yCMEIIKOW OTBETWI TUTEUIMH 1 Ha-
MpaBWICS MPOYb.

Llentyprion Opocusi B CTOpoHY TureianMHa HEHABUCTHBIN
B3MJISIT M PEIWJI IOrOBOPUTH ¢ ummeparopom. Mmmeparop xo-
JIVJT B3aJI-BIIepe]] 1o aTpuyMy U Opocan npokisaTus. Llentypron
OTJIaJT YeCTh W He ycres OH YTO-TMOO CKa3aTh, KaK MMIIEPaTop
NpUKa3a:

— KBuHT, 130aBbCST OT HOBEHBKOI0. DTOH K€ HOYBIO.

— Byner ucnonHeHo, aBrycr, — orBeTui KBUHT.

OH naxe 0OpaZoBaJICsl, UTO Y HErO COBIAJIAIA MbBICTH C aB-
rycTOM. 3HAUUT, HE TOJIbKO €My KaxeTcs, yTo TuresuimH npeaa-
Tesb. OmHako cam TuresuimH He ObUT TAKKMM TTYTIBIM U Cpasy Io-
HSUI, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE CTaHET TepIETh €ro BO ABopie. OH 4yB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO CETO/IHS K€ HOYbIO OH JOJKEH MOKUHYTh Pum. K
TOMY K€ TeJIOXpaHuTes b AipraHa o0elan eMmy roMo4b, HO MpU
YCIIOBUH, €l OH YObET Apuctona. Bo qBopiie OblI0 HECKOJIBKO
IpeJaHHbIX Apuany U Ypcyrne Joner, KOTOpble peIInCh M0-
Moub UM. Ho cHauasia Hy’)HO ObUTO M30aBUTHCS OT KBUHTA.

3amertus TuresuimHa B Kopugope, KBUHT ObICTpbIM II1arOM Ha-
npaBWiICs Beliel 32 HUM. Pa0 yckopwil miar v BCKope Teperien
Ha Ger. [ToBepHyB HasieBo, KBUHT motepsi ero u3 Buay. OH crai



OIJISIABIBATHCSI BOKPYT, MbITAsICh HAaliTH ero. HeoxxumanHo, o6ep-
HYBIIIKUCh Ha3ajJl, OH YBUJEN CTOSIIErO C3aau TureuiMHa U He
ycres1 OH YTo-JIu00 cooOpa3uTh, Kak pad ymapui ero OpoH30BOiM
CTaTy3TKOM 10 ToyioBe. KBUHT TyT ke CBaIWJICSA MEUIKOM Ha MOJI.
Pab orrammi ero B KJIaJ0BYIO 1 3arep Ha 3aMOK JIBEPU, UYTOOBI
€ro HUKTO He ycJblllaid 1 He Hawmen. Ilocne yero HampaBuicA
K TIokosiM Apuctona. OH He XoTeJl yOuBaTh JIpyra, HO, €I OH
9TOTO He clienaet, ero yoblot camoro. K cuacteio, Turennvn ne
CWJIbHO TIPUBSI3AJICS K HEMY.

Boszne mokoeB ApHUCTOHA €ro yxke KAaal TEIOXPaHUTENb U
OCTaJIbHbIE MpeaHHble AipuaHy paObl. TUreIIMH KUBHYI UM,
¥ OHM OTKpbUIM JBepu. [IBoe u3 paboB OTHPABWIUCH CTOSITh
Ha CTOPOXeE U CIeAUTH 3a TeM, YTOObl HUKTO CIOfla He TPUITIEN,
OCTAJIbHBIE CTOPOKUJIM ITOKOU. TUreJUIMH BOIIEN B KOMHATY BME-
cTe ¢ TenoxpanutenieM Aapuana. [locie okoHUaHUs TpecTyIuie-
HUS1 OHU XOTEJTU BBIMTHU Yepe3 OKHO U MEPEeTpbirHyB yepe3 3a00p,
cOexatb. Ha ynurie ux yxe aaau JOMaiu.

B nokosix 610 TeMHO. Ho Garogapst IyHHOMY CBeETY, JIMB-
1IeMYCs1 U3 OKHA, ITPEeIaTeId CyMeJIU pas3miIsiIETh OCTENb, HA KO-
TOpPOM cnaJl APUCTOH. APUCTOH TaK YCTaJl, YTO HE YCIbIIIAT UX
miarv. TUreJUIMH HEYBEpEeHHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha TeJIOXPaHUTeNsl U
3aMSUICH.

— Bosbmu u yOeli ero, — mpoIenta TeJIOX paHuTeb.

OH B3s1J1 NONYIIKY € OCTENN APHUCTOHA U TIEpeall €€ B PyKU
Turennuna. Ture/uIMH MOCMOTPEJT HA APUCTOHA U MIPOTOBOPKIT:

— IIpocru.



[Tocne yero oH HaKJIOHWIICS HaJ CISIIUM APUCTOHOM U PE3KO
MPY>KAJ HOAYIIKY K €ro JUIYy. APUCTOH IMPOCHYJICSA U HA4aJl CO-
MPOTUBIATHCS. TenoxpaHutenb ApruaHa NOAOIIEN U HAYaJl Jep-
’KaThb APUCTOHA 32 PYKU U HOTU, IPH>KUMAs K IOCTeNI. APUCTOH
ObLT IIOKMPOBaH. B royioBe ObIcTpo mposietanu Mpiciu. JleTcTBo,
IOHOCTh, poauTenu, padbcTBo, nsaas Knasowii, Adunonop...OH
HE XOTeJl YMUPATh, HO MMOHUMAJI, YTO NMPUAETCA. B 3T0T MOMEHT
APpHCTOH XOTeJ NoAyMaTh 0 YEM-TO BaXXKHOM, O YEM-TO JIOPOTOM,
160 0os1yICs, 9TO OOJIBIIIe BO3MOKHOCTHU Y Hero He Oyaet. OH 1o-
cTapaJjcst BCHOMHUTD Mo Kuccel, HO oHO ucue3ano. OH NoHu-
MalJl, 4To 3aabixaercs. Ee HeMHOro, 1 OH BCTPETUTCS C pOAUTE-
namu. Kakas riynas cmepts, nogyman Apuctod. U Bc€ notomy,
4TO OH HEe MoBepus umreparopy. [lepen rimaszamu nosiBuUscs 00-
pa3 Kpeona. OH Kpr4aJl 4TO-TO €My, HO APUCTOH HE TOHUMAJL.
Cusipl cTaM NOKUAATh €r0, U OH NepecTal JBUraThCA.

TurennuH oTOpOCKIT MOAYIIKY Ha MOJ U BBITEP MOT €O Jida.

— YXonuMm, — ckazall TeJIOXPaHUTE]Tb.

OH OTKPBUT OKHO Y NEPBBIM pelivil cipbirHyTh. Ho TyT ABEpH
B MIOKOM PaclaXHYJIMCh U B KOMHATY BOEKaJIM IPETOPUAHIIHI BO
rnaee ¢ KBuntom. 3amerus TuresvHa, KBUHT BHITALMIT HOX U
JIETKUM JIBUXKEHUEM PYKU, METHYJI OCTPHE JIE3BUS B €T0 CTOPO-
Hy. Hox Bomén B mieto TuremmHa npexe, 4emM OH ycren coe-
*arb. OJHAKO TEJIOXPAHUTENIO BCE e YIanoch CKpbIThes. [Ipe-
TOPUAHIIBI AepsKaiiu (pakesbl U OCBelaay KoMHaTy. KBUHT ObICT-
PO NEPEKJIIOYMII BHUMaHUe ¢ Tpyna Ha ApucroHa. FOHoma ne-
KaJl, He IBUrasch. KBUHT 3aKpbLl JIMLIO pyKaMH, OCO3HAB, YTO



OH HE YCIIeJ.

Ho Apucron Bc€ em€ Obut kuB. OH Pe3KO OTKPBUI I71a3a U
JIMXOPAJOYHO HavyaJsl XBaTaTh JETKUMU BO31yX. KBUHT nopomen
K ApPUCTOHY U NpUKa3a:

— Jlekaps cioa mo30BUTE U yOepUTE TPYIIL.

JIBO€ MpETOpPUAHIIEB MPUCTYNWIM K HUCIOJHEHUIO MPUKA3a-
HUSI, OCTAJIbHBIE OCTAJIMCh KJ1aTh B MOKOSIX.

— TuremuuH? — CnaGo mporoBopusl ApUCTOH, OIJIsIbIBASIC.
VBuzeB, Kak HECYT MEPTBOTO JIpyra OH yxacHyics. — OH ObuT He
OJIUH. ..

KBHHT nomomesn Kk OTKppITOMY OKHY U IIOCMOTPEJT BO ThMY.

— HemensieHHO onpocuTh BceX M HAWTH COOOIIHUKA, — CKa3al
LEHTYPHUOH.

— LentypuoH, — oOpaTiiicst OMUH U3 IpeTopuaHiieB. — Mimme-
paropy AOJIOKUTH O CITyYUBLIEMCS ?

— Her, — orBetri1 KBunt. — He crout ero 6ecriokonts. Pac-
CJIeIOBaHUEM $1 3aiMYyCh JIMUHO. byab yBepeH, ApuctoH. § Haii-
Iy pejarens.

Bckope saBuiicsa nekapp B conpooxaeHuu ¢ Katonom. Jle-
Kapb OCMOTpeJl APUCTOHA, MOCJIE€ YEro Jajl BHIIUTbh €My CHAJIO-
Obe, uyToOkI oHOIIA ycrokomics. CHamoObe OBICTPO JaJlo O ce-
Oe 3HaTh U APHCTOH TYT *ke yCHYJ. V3 MmoKoeB Bce yIaJIuInCh.
KBUHTHIMI TPUKa3a1 BCEM MOJIYaTh O TOM, YTO ITPOU3OIILIO Ce-
rofHs HOYbIO, B ToM uKcie u Karony. Ecnu Dmunuii y3Haer 06
9TOM, OH Cpa3y 3arol03pUT B 3TOM CBOIO keHy. A KBuHTHINI
HE XOTeJI STOr0, KOO JABHO UCTIBLITHIBAI K YPCYyJie YyBCTBA. . .



Kok

Croea 00pvl8. Imuauii cmompum Ha 20nyboe Hebo, 8 KOmo-
POM KpYdHCUIU uaiiku. Apucmon xouem noooumu K umMnepamopy,
HO He modicem. Yem Oaudice oH wén, mem Oanvuie OKA3bIBANCS
umMnepamop. IMunuli KueHyn Apucmony u uiaznyn 6nepéo.

— Imunuii, nem!

ApUCTOH MPOCHYJICSA OT COOCTBEHHOTO KprKa. OH BCKOYMII C
MOCTEJIM ¥ HadaJl 03uparthcs BOKpyr. KpoBb TuresumiHa Bee eine
ObL1a 371ech. «Kak st MOr ObITh TAKMM HaUBHBIM ?» APUCTOH CXBa-
TUJICS 32 BOJIOCHI U 3acTOHAI1. EMy Ob110 061aH0. CHOBA ero mnpe-
nanmu. Ho kto? Kto Mor xenatb emy cMepTH? D10 eMy eIlE Mpe-
CTOSLJIO BBISICHUTb.

KatoH 3ai11€1 B MOKOM ¥ MPUHEC IOAHOC C €JI0M.

— Kak BbI ce0s1 uyBcTBYyeTe, rocronut mMoii? — Cripocui cra-
PMK, PacCKpbIBas IITOPHI U ITyCKask B KOMHATY COJIHEYHBIN CBET.

— WNmmeparop 3Haer 060 BcéM? — BmecTo oTBeTa Cripochi
ApPHCTOH.

— Her. He crout ero Gecriokouts, rocnoguH Mou. Jlyudrie
OCTaBUTb ITO BCE BTAMHE.

Apucron nnpomonyait. Pazymeercs, Karon npas. Begp y nm-
neparopa UTaKk MHOTO 3a00T. XOTSl B AEUCTBUTEIILHOCTH ApH-
CTOH XOTeJI, 9T0OBI OH Bc€ y3Hal. besymHo. 6o oH qymait, dro
TI0CJIE CIIyYMBLIETOCA UMIIEPATOP CHOBA CTAHET NMPEKHUM. A OH
TaK CKy4aJi o Hemy. CKy4qaJl o DMUmIo.



3aHuMasICh KaHIENSIPCKON padoTOM, TeTieph ke B OJIUHOYKY,
APUCTOH JymMaJl, 4YTO 3TO MOMOXKET OTBJIEYbCS OT HEMPUSTHBIX
Meicnie. Ho Bcé Obi1o Beye. OH TO U 610, UTO OTKJIaJbIBAT Ka-
700681 ¥ TIpeaBascs BocnoMuHanusim. [locne Toro, uyTo npouso-
IIUIO OH CTaJl LIEHUTh KU3Hb HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE U MOHUMAJI, YTO
cyacivB. OH BCIOMHWJI PO NOAApOK Tamupa v MOoCMOTpeEN Ha
amyneT. MosxeT, OH U BOpaBay odeperaet ero?

Jloxace cnatb, ApUCTOH BCTajl BO3JIE CBOEM KpOBAaTu U HE
pemics Jiedb. [lepen rmazamu Bo3Huk oOpa3 TuremmmHa. Hox
Topya B ero ropiie. KpoBs crekana Ha nost. Ceryac, pazymeercs,
Bech 1mojy1 oTMbUTA. Ho ero ayx Obut Be€ e 3aeck. OH Oosiics He
€ro, OH 0OsIJICS, YTO 32 HUM OIISITh MPULYT, HECMOTPS HA TO, UTO
B €ro OXpaHy ObLJIO MPUCTABJIEHO JIBOE MPETOPHAHIIEB, KOTOPBIX
peryisipao ripoBepsit KunT. Kazanoch, MOXHO He 6€CTIOKOUTh-
Csl U criaTh CIIOKOWHO.

APpHCTOH ceJl Ha NOCTeNb U CTajl BIVISABIBATLCA BO ThMy. Te-
nepb OH BCerjaa Aepxan KuHxain HaroroBe. C Tex mop, Kak OH
JKWJI BO IBOPILIE OH He 3Hai nokosi. To KpeoH, To Anpuan ¢ Yp-
cynon, To Kucca co cBoerd peBHOCTbIO, TO TUTreJIJIMH U ceidac
UMIIEpaToOp. APHUCTOH CUMTAJl, YTO OH HECHPABEUIUB K HEMY,
Belb MMEHHO OH TIOJIEPKUBAN ero Bo Bpems 6one3nu. Ho 6o-
JIE3Hb U3MEHWIA ero. Bo3MOXHO, OH CIIMIIIKOM CHJIBHO YIapHJI-
Cs1 TOJIOBOW. APUCTOH B3/I0XHYJI U BCE K€ PEIIMIICS HEMHOTO TO-
cratb. Ho Kak Obl OH HU cTapascs, OH BCE BpeMsi B3[paruBai u
BBITACKMBAJI KMHKaJ U3-101 NoAyIIKU. OH Clblal H1ary, Cibl-
a1 KPUKY, Kak Te, 4to Obii B Kommsee, cibiman ruiad. Apu-



CTOHY Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH CXOAMT C yma. Ero HauMHaso Tpsctu
OT OECCOHHMIIBI, OH 3JIJICA M XOaWia 1o KoMHare. CUJIbHBIN Be-
TEp Ha4yaJl pacKauMBaTh JEPEBO 3a OKHOM, CO3/1aBasi )KyTKHUE Te-
HU B KOMHare. ApUCTOH CHPATAJICS 32 KPOBaTh U CXBAaTUJI KUH-
KaJjl. 3aTeM MOCBILAJICSA BOM, MOC/E YbHU-TO KPUKHU. MyKCcKoi
BU3T, CJIOBHO KOTO-TO YOMBAIOT WK MLITAIOT. Yl HEeMynpeHo, Beb
MOjI KOMHATON ApPHCTOHA HaXOAWJIACh TMBITOYHAS, TAe padoTal
KBuHT. OH BCE emE uckan npejarenis U eMy NpUxXoauIoch J10-
TMpalyBaTh JIOACH.

— 910 HEBBIHOCUMO! — KpHUKHYJI APUCTOH Ha IPeYeCcKOM.

VYTpoM OH BHIIJIsAAET YOUTHIM. TEMHBIE MEIIIKH TOJ] TIa3aMH,
OCYHYBIIIeeCsl JIUIIO SIBHO TOBOPUJIM 0 OeccoHHOo Houu. Ho k pa-
60Te OH BcE *ke npectynuil. Pasrpedast kanoObl, OH HATKHYJICS
Ha JIOBOJILHO CTpaHHOe MuchbMo. [leBouka oOpamanachk kK Apu-
CTOHY M mpocuiia o nomoriu. OHa nucasa, 9to e€ MaTh OOJbHA,
a JgeHer Ha eny Het. OHa yka3asia CBOU aJIpec U Mpocuia HaBe-
CTUTh UX JIMYHO. A nodapro eam eeulp, Komopas HanoOMHUm 6am
0 Kugbepe. Ho oTkyna neBovka 3Haja, 4to ApuctoH u3 Kude-
pb1? BBITh MOXET, 3TO OUepeIHasI JIOBYIIKA? APUCTOH BCTPSIXHYJ
r'OJIOBOM, OTIOHSS1 MbIC/IU. [ToKka 4TO emy pa3pelieHo MOKUAATh
JBOPELl U APUCTOH PEILNJI BCE K€ HABECTUTD JIEBOYKY B HEYPOU-
HOe BpeMsl. 3aKOHUYMB C kajnodamu, OH oTrpasmics B ropon. C
HUM TOILIY Takke KBUHT M npeTopraHIpbl.

Korga ApucToH Haiién aom JIeBOYKU — 3TO Oblla MHCYNA B
CyOyppe, oH nipukaszan KBuHTY kIaTh ero CHapyxHu.

— Ho rocriogus, — HacranBai KBUHT.



— DTO BCEro JMilb I€BOYKA, OHA MHE HUYEro He C/eNaeT, —
CKa3aJl ApPUCTOH U IOCTyYaJl B JBEPHU.

Jloma okaszanach M BIpaBly JIEBOYKA, JIET IIECTU. YBHUIEB
ApuCTOHA, OHA yIBIOHYJIACh.

— Wnute 3a MHOM, rOCIIOAMH, — CKa3aJia JAeBOYKa.

Y6eauBimch, 9T0 ApUCTOHY HUYTO He yrpoxaeT, KBUHT KuB-
HYJI U OocTaJics kJaTh cHapyxu. Ho kak 3akpbuiach qJBepb, Apu-
CTOHA TYT K€ CXBAaTWJIM YbU-TO CUJIbHBIE PYKH C33]1U Y HAJIEe/IU Ha
roJioBy Melok. Kpuku ero He ObUTH CITBIITHBL. Yepe3 HeKoTopoe
BpeMsI ero Tejio OpocuiIv Ha KECTKUH MO U APUCTOH CHSIT Me-
oK. Hax HUM CTOSATIM HECKOJIBKO CUJIBHBIX HE3HAKOMBIX MYXK-
YKMH B MacKax M CMOTpesu Ha Hero. Ha nepeBsiHHO# Oasike BUCe-
Jla BEpPEBKA C TIET/Iel. APUCTOH IIMPOKO PACKPBLUI IJ1a3a.

— KBuHT! — 3akpryan ApucCToH.

My K4MHBI 3aCMESIIUCD.

— 3nech Te0s1 HUKTO He YCIBIIINT, — CKa3al OJJVH U3 HUX.

W Tonbko ceityac ApUCTOH MOHSUT, YTO HAXOAUTCS B TIOABAJIE.

— Yro BbI XOTHUTE OT MEHs1? — CIPOCKII CMENI0O APUCTOH.

— MBI IpOCTO UCTIONTHAEM ITPUKA3, HUYETO JINYHOTO.

— Komy BbI cityxute?

Ho BMecTO OTBeTa ero NoHsUIM Ha HOTU U MOCTABUJIU HA CTYJL.
APHCTOH IIBITAJICS CONMPOTUBIIATHCS.

— Ornycrure! A nHacnennuk wummneparopa! Ilperopuaniibt
KIYT MEHs Ha yJIulle, OHU yObIOT Bac!

— He yObloT, — CHIOKOWHO OTBETHJI OJMH U3 TOJIOBOPE30B. —
Mu1 yiiiém mpexe, 9YeM OHM YCIeI0T 4TO-JIM00 COOOPasUTh.



— 41 Mory BaMm 3aruiaTuTh, y MEHsI MHOTO JIEHET, TOXKaTyicTa,
THOIIAUTE.

ApucroH 3aruiakai. ['onoBopessl cMesiuch Haja HUM. CBsizaB
€My PYKHU U HOTHY, OJIMH W3 HUX Hayasl HaJeBaTh METII0 Ha IIIel0
ApucroHa. ApUCTOH BCE €€ MbITAJICS CONPOTUBIISITLCS, HO BCE
ObU10 TIIeTHO. VX ObiT0 Gosbinie. ['onoBope3 3aTsaHy T NeTIo U
OTOLLIEN.

— KBunt! — CHOBa KpUKHYJ1 APUCTOH.

—Iloka, moka, — ckaszas OfIiH U3 rOJIOBOPE30B U MHYJI Ta0ypeT,
Ha KOTOPOM CTOs1J1 APUCTOH.

ADpUCTOH HavaJl IBUraTbCsl BO BCE CTOPOHBI, Kak pbida Ha Cy-
1re. baika ckpuresa Ha/l HUM [TPU KK JIOM ero JBMKeHUU. Myx-
YMHBI MOJTYa CMOTPEJIM Ha HEero, He u3zaBast Hu 3ByKa. Ho Tyt
OIMH U3 HMX, TOT, YTO HAMHOI'O BBILLIE POCTOM, BBITALMII HOX
U MPBITHYB K TOTOJKY, Nepepe3asl BEPEBKY, OTYEro Telo ApH-
CTOHA TYT K€ yIaJo Ha Moj. 3aTeM eMy OCBOOOIMIIN PYKH U HO-
ru. FOHoIa cuien Ha KOJeHsIX ¥ JIMXOPAJOYHO [JIOTaJ JIETKUMU
BO3/IYyX.

— A Teneps ciyiai cloja, IeHOK, — CKa3aJl ToJI0BOpe3, CXBa-
THUB IOHOIIIY 32 BOJIOCHL. — ThI MOJCKHINIAeNIb 571 B €y UMIIepaTo-
pa, a MBI COXpaHsieM TeOe JKU3Hb W KHW3Hb TBOEH IpeKpacHOM
KEHYIIKH, SICHO?

— He tponbre...Kuccy! — Cnabo mporoBopui ApHUCTOH.

— O, a s Buzien e€, oHa KpacuBa. CHayvaza s 1 MOM Jpy3bsl XO-
POIIIEHHKO OTBIMEEM €€, & TIOTOM BBIPEKEM KHUBOT, YObEM TBOETO
pebeHka, a mociie yero e€ u e€ mananty. U Tel Oygenib 3a BceM



TUM HaOJTI0/IaTh, TIOCIIE Yero Mbl YObEM U TeOsl.

[onoBope3 Opocuit KOJOOYKY B HOTM APHUCTOHY M OTOIIEN.
APHCTOH 3arjIaKail.

— W pa, ecim KTO—TO y3HAeT O TOM, YTO cefvac MpOU3OIILIO,
MBI Cpa3y ke MPUCTYNUM K TBoel :keHe. OX, e€ MpeKpacHble MO-
JoapIe TPYAH. . . s OyIy CKMMATh M TIOKYCHIBATh COCKH, 2 MOH TTap-
HU TeM BpeMeHeM Oy/IyT TpaxaTb €€ BO BCE JbIPHI.

— YOm0k, — npotien CKBO3b 3yObl APUCTOH U CKaJl KyJia-
KH.

['onoBOpE3b! MOAHSITN €r0 HA HOTH UM BHITAIIMIIN U3 TIOBAJIA.
K HeMy cHOBa mofoIia Ta camasi JeBOUKa M yJIbIOHYJIACh.

— Wném, — ckazana Beceslo OHAa U B3SIB 3a PYKY, MOBeJa Ha
YIIHILY.

APpUCTOH cHpsiTa MO peMeHb KOJOOYKY M OBICTPO BHITEP
cné3bl. KBUHT mepecTtast TOunTh Med ¥ TTIOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOETO Toc-
noauHa. JleBouka ynpiOHynach BCEM U MOMPOIIABIIICH, 3aKPhLIa
aBepb. KBUHT 3amMeTr1 OT Ha Jiuiie ApUCTOHA U KPACHBIE I71a3a.

— Yro-T0 ciryunnocs? — Cripocuit KBUHT.

— H-e-et, — otBeTH 3anuHasicb ApuctoH. — Beé xoporto, Bo3-
Bpalaemcsi BO JBOpell.

Kok

BepnyBIIMCh, APUCTOH ynasl Ha MOCTEIb U CKUMAsd TIOAYII-
Ky, TpoMko 3arutakai. Illest Bcé emé Gosena mocie BEpeBKH U
ocTaBwiIa Ha ceOe KpacHbii cien. KOHOIA BHITAIMI KOMTOOUKY



C AJIOM M MOCMOTpeEN e€ conepkumMoe B cBeTe cBeded. Ceituac
OH JIOJIKEH CJIeNiaTh BHIOOp MeX Ty skeHou u apyrom. Ho onun 0o6a
emy Obuti Jtoporu. OH HeHaBujien ABopell. HUKTO He 3HaeT o
ero npoGnemax, BceM HaruieBath. Kucca oOmxaercst Ha Hero us3-
3a TOrO, YTO OH MaJIO YIENIsieT el BpEMEHU, a UMIIEPATOP IMPO-
CTO OTBepHYJICA. Ml HUKOMY OH HE MOT' paccKas3arh O CBOUX Iepe-
’KuBaHUSIX. Bbuia Obl €ro Bojisi, OH Obl YOWII ceOst 1 HUKTO, BO3-
MOXHO, He IOCTpaiaji Obl. APUCTOH MOCIIE TOTO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO
C HUM B TIOCJ/Ie/IHee BpeMsl yxke He Oosiics cmepTr. OH KWl B
Kapiiepe, OH pe3a ceOe BeHbI, ero YT, OUIN, N3MBIBAJIUCH,
HACUJIOBAJIM, OH HUYero He Oosuics. Ku3Hb 3akanuia ero, v oH
CTaJj elE CUJIbHEE.

3aiins yrpoMm B okou ApuctoHa, Katon ynusuncs. Hacnen-
HUK OBLT IOXOX HAa MEPTBEIIA.

— Bbl 310poBbI1, rocnioguH Mo ? — Cripocui KatoH.

ApucToH cado KUBHYIL.

— Karon, — ckazan Apucton. — [lepenaii aBrycry, 4to s xoay
MOYKUHATh CETOIHSI C HUM.

— He nymaio, uTo OH 3aX0ueT Bac BUIETh, — OTBeTH KaToH. —
Ho s monpo6yio.

«B uém 51 npoBUHWMIICS Niepes HUM? 3a UTO OH TaK CO MHOM IO-
cTynaer?» ApPHUCTOH 3aKpbUI JIMLO PyKaMH U ITOMbITAJICS TPUATH
B ce0s1. Ckopee Bcero, aBrycra CHeIaeT Ta ke PeBHOCTb, UTO U
Kuccy. Kaxplit xkenaer, yToObl ApUCTOH MPUHAJIEKAT OTHOMY
u3 HuX. M HUKTO He cipocuJi, yTo XoueT caMm ApuctoH. OT 3ToM
MBICJIA CTAHOBUJIOCH EIIE XYKE.



Paboratb, pasymeeTcs, APUCTOH COBEPIIICHHO He Mor. Mbic-
m 6ecriokomi ero. OH CIMIIKOM yCTaul, 9TOOBI YTO-JIMO00 TMOJI-
nuchiBaTh. B pykax oH jaepikajl KOJIOOYKY C JI0OM M Jesajl Bbl-
60p. Kaxaplii pa3, oTKpbiBasi MpoOKy W HioXas sill, BO3HUKAJIO
JKeJIaHWe BBIITUTH €r0 CaMOMY U He My4uThcst 6ombinie. Ho 310 He
pemmT ero mpodnemy. MbICU ero ObIIM IPEPBaHbI C MTPUXOAOM
Karona.

— NMneparop coryacuics, — cka3ajl BOJbHOOTIYIIIEHHUK U
ynbiOHYysCs. — OH cerofHs B 100POTHOM HaCTPOEHUH.

— Cnacu60, — OTBETHT APUCTOH.

KaTtoH nocmoTpes Ha I0HOILY M TOJIBKO cervac 3aMeTUI1 Clel
BEPEBKU y Hero Ha 1ee. OH axHyJ1 ¥ POTOBOPUJL:

— BBl 4TO MBITAIMCh HAJIOKUTH HA ceOsl pyKu?..

APpHCTOH He MOHSAN 0 4éM ropoput KaToH u nmpomycrui ero
CJIOBAa MMMO YUIIEH.

— He HyxHO Tak 6obilie Aenars, — mpoaokui KartoHn. — Bel
HY)XHBI HaM, HyXHbl umrneparopy. OH Bac Oe3yMHO JIIOOUT, /1a
OyzeT Bam u3BecTHO. OH He Ha Bac 3/IUTCs, OTHIONb, a Ha ceOs1. C
TEeX MOp KaK OH OTIPaBWJI B CCBUIKY AJIpuaHa U CBOIO CYIIPyry,
OH COBEPILIEHHO HE CIPABJISETCS C FOCYJapCTBEHHBIMU AEIAMU B
omnHOYKY. OH CHOBa XOUeT BECENUThLCS U Oe3/IeTIbHUYATh C YTpa
JI0 HOYM U KU3Hb MIPABUTENIA €r0 He ycTpauBaeT. Beé 310 nmpou-
JET co BpeMeHeM, U OH cMupuTcs. Tak 4to gaxke He oOparaite
Ha HEro BHUMAaHUs.

Ilocne toro, kak KaroH ymi€n, ApucCTOH CHOBa 3ayMaJICA.
3HaunT, IMIIEpaTop BCE eme MOOUT ero. YOUTh OH ero He CMo-



JKET HU MTPU KAKUX 0OCTOATENILCTBAX U AaXKe, €CJIM 9TO CTOUT EMY,
ApHCTOHY, KU3HHU.

[lo HacTyruieHMM Beuepa, APUCTOH BCE ke SIBWICS HA YXKHH.
Ho umneparopa Tam He oka3zayiock. PaboB Toxke. CIOBHO KTO-TO
103a00THIICST 00 ITOM, TIPEAOCTABIISASI BOBMOKHOCTh APUCTOHY
NO/IIATH 171 B OoKast Dmwutust. I ApUCToH, He B3/IpOTHYB, TIOJIO-
IENT K KPalo CTOJIa U, OTKPBIB KOJIOOUKY, BBUIMJI B BUHO COIEP-
’KHUMoe. 3aTeM OH TepeMeliia siji MajablieM U BbITepeB 00 TYHH-
Ky, CeJ Ha JIOKe. YCIIbIIIAB 1ark, OH 00epHYJICS. DTO MIENT UM-
neparop. Kaxetcst, oH ObLT paji BUIETh APUCTOHA.

— Byapb 31paB! — BOCKIMKHY UMIIEpAaTOp U YCEJICS Ha JIOKE
PA10M C APUCTOHOM.

— CaspBe!¥*, — oTBETUT APHUCTOH.

— Kak tBOM nena? — Cripocuit CIycTsi MUHYTY DMUJIUM, BCE
eni€ He NMPUCTynas K efe.

— IIpekpacHo, — OTBETH APUCTOH.

— A 1o MHe TaK, — MPOroBOpUJI Umreparop. — Y Teds Bcé
JEePBMO.

— Her, y mens Bc€ xopoio, dmunuidl. To ectb, TpUHIIETIC. . .

Wmneparop nepecran ynsioaTbess U Haxmypuics. OH 4yB-
CTBOBaJI ce0Os1 BUHOBAThIM, HO HE YMeJl IIPU3HABATh CBOM OIINO-
Ku. ['opaplHA HE MO3BOJIAIA.

— Ecnu xouenib, Kucca mosket nepeexarb BO JBOPELL, — CKa3asl
DMuui, HaOMIoIas 3a peakiend AprcToHa.

— Kucca, — noBTopui ApucTOH, BCIOMHUB CJI0BA TOJIOBOPE3a.

13 3npaBcTBYi



SOMUIHI B3sUT B pyKU OOKAJI C SIIOM U HaYaJl MeJIJIeHHO TIOJI-
HOCHTB €T0 K CBOUM TyOaM.

— Her! — Kpuknyn ApucToH 1 BbIXBaTUB OOKa U3 PyK UM-
nieparopa, cKa3aj JPOXKalldM roJ0OCOM: — Thl MOXKEIllb CKa3aTb,
qTO, Nienas Beioop Mexay Tooou u Kuccoi, s Beiopan Kuccy. Ho
ThI ormmoOaentbest, Immnid. 1 Bac odboux modmo. [Ipoctr, HO 5
noju Tebe cmepTenbHbli si. [pormaii.

3aKOHUYUB TOBOPUTH, APUCTOH OBICTPO OCYIIHUII COAEPKUMOE
OOKasa U BBHITEPEB THUILHOM CTOPOHOU PYKU POT, BCTA. DMHU-
JIMI CMOTpEJT Ha HEro, IIMPOKO PaCcKPhIB I71a3a, He TOHUMAs1, YTO
MIPOUCXOJIHUT.

— Tet unuot? — HakoHen cipocuit umneparop. — Jlekapsi cioaa,
HeMeEJIEHHO !

APHCTOH NOTEPSIT PABHOBECUE U yIaJl HA MOJI. DMUJIUU MO~
Oexas K HeMy U TOJIOKHJI €r0 TeJo K ce0e Ha KOJIeHH.

— 3adeM ThI BHIU 51717 — ['oBOpHIT DMIITUT. — DTO HE N30ABUT
TeOsT OT TBOMX TIPOOJIEM.

— Onu yosioT Kuccy, — cma6o orsetwst ApuctoH. — U...Mo-
ero peoénka. Ecnu s ympy...Kucca um Gosnbliie He moHago0UT-
c4...Ilp-o-cru...

ApucToH puKpsbLT I71a3a. W3 yronka ero pra nokasaiach Ka-
nieJibKa KPOBHU. MUV OOHSIT TEJIO APYTa M 3ariakall.

OuHyBIIKCh, APUCTOH YBUJIEN Tiepes, COO0M JIUIO0 DMIITHS.
OH cMoOTpes Ha Hero | yJbioascst. OHM BMECTe JieKaJli Ha TIOCTe-
s umneparopa. Jlekapp cymen cnactu ApuctoHa. J[aB BBITUTH



€MY yroJib, IOHOIIA TYT K€ OYMCTHUII COAEPKIUMOE KeTylKa, BbIO-
neBaB Bc€ Hapyky. K Tomy ke mMonomol opraHusm aai o cede
3HaTh, OBICTPO CIPABUBIIIKCEH C SIJIOM.

— Tl B Kypce, uTo Thl Aypaudok ? — CIipocuJ1 JaCKOBO DMUJTUT,
TEeM e TOJI0COM, UTO ObUT paHbiie. Heyxenu oH BepHysics?

— I'me Kucca? — Cnabo cripocun ApUCTOH, TIBITAsICh BCTATh.

— Jlexu, nexu, — OCTaHOBUJI ero DMIIA. — TBOs kKeHa yxke BO
JBopIie nox oxpaHoit KBuHTa, Moxkelb He OECIIOKOUTHCS.

APHCTOH MPUKPBUI [M1a3a. DMUIUI IPUCEIT HA JIOXKE U Havasl
CBOM J10MPOC:

— A Teniepb, cOOJIArOBOJIM OTBETUTh, OTKYIA y TeOs clie] Ha
uiee?

N Apucton Bc€ pacckaszan emy. CHadasa nmpo MoKyIleHue, 3a-
TEM U PO TeX TOJIOBOPE30B, UTO 3aMAHMIU €ro K cedbe JOMOM.
DMIUH ObLT OKUPOBaH.

— Iloyemy Thl MHE HMYETO HE pacckazan?

— 4 nyman, Tebe OyneT Bc€ paBHO, — OTBETHIT ApUCTOH. — Benpb
KTO 51 Takoi? BeIBImiA pad. .. HOMUHAIBHBIN CBIH. . .

APpPHCTOH OTBEpPHYJICSA OT MU U TUXO 3aIlIaKall, C:KUMAast
noayuky. Mmneparop momuan. Cryctsi MUHYTY, DMUWIUH 110JI0-
JKWJI CBOIO pyKY APUCTOHY Ha IJIEUO U CKa3all:

— Ipoctn meHs1, Masbil. $l BUHOBAT. A Thl MOW O€HBIN TaK
uccrpajancs 3a Bc€ 310 BpeMsd. Celvyac TOJIBKO IMOHUMAIO, YTO
MOU TTPOOIeMBbI TIO CPABHEHUIO C TBOUMHU HUYTOXHBI. §I SrouCT.
[Ipoctu, eciiv cMOXellb.

DMy 3ariakain Obl, ecnu Obl cmor. Ho oH He ymern. Bme-



CTO 3TOT0, OH JIET Ha JIOKe 1 OOHSUT XyJoe Tesio ApucToHa. Yepes
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl APHUCTOH NepecTasl BCXJIMIBIBATh U JIEPraTh-
cA. DMUIMKA NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IOHOIIA B35J1 €I0 PYKY B CBOIO
Y TpYKal K CBOed TPyau. DMUIMNA YIBIOHYJICA. DTO 03HAYAIO
OJTHO — APUCTOH TTPOCTUJI ETO.

FOHo111a TOBEPHYJICS JTULIOM K APYTY M [TOCMOTPEN EMY B IJ1a-
3a. VX nuia HaxoAuIuch B IByX CAaHTUMETpax JIpyr ot japyra. B
CBETe CBeYel DMWINN pasriisiies MPEeKpacHOe IO APUCTOHA U
€cJii Obl OH MCTIBITHIBAJT XOTh KaKHe-HUOY/Ib 1yBCTBA, TO, HABEP-
HOe, 3aHsIcs OBl ¢ IoHOIIeH moboBbio. Ho ceityac Dmmumnmii Boc-
NPUHUMAJT €T0 KaK CBOETO ChIHA M He OoJiee. APUCTOH MOTJIaInT
MMIIEpaTOpa MO OIIETUHMBILEECS IIEKE U MPUKPHIB I[J1a3a, PU-
KOCHYJICSI CBOMMHU TOJICTBIMH I'yOaMH IO €ro HOCa, a 3aTeM Mejl-
JIeHHO JoOpajics U 10 MayieHbKux ry0. Kynpsisas 6opona mexo-
Taja ApUCTOHY HO3JpH, HO OH He 3ameyal 3toro. FOHoma yopan
c ce0s1 ofIesyIo M HavyaJl CHUMATh ¢ DMuus ofexay. OH HakJo-
HWICSI HaJ| €r0O TeJIOM M IMPUKOCHYJICS TyOaMu CHavana K Iiee, a
3aTeM MEJIJIEHHO CIoN3asi K rpy/u.

— Yro 1hI fenaens? — HeqoymMEHHO cipocuil UMnepaTop.

ApUCTOH HaKOHell PUIIEN B ceOs U TYT K€ MPEeKpaTul.

—4...q He 3Ha10, — oTBeTWII AprcTOH. OH CXBaTHIICA 3a roJo-
BY U IIPOTOBOPUIL: — 51 COBCEM 3AIyTAJICSA, DMUJIMM. . .

SOMUIMI ces pSAIOM C HUM U YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Hla nagHO Tebe, Thl HEBUHOBAT, UTO 51 TAKOW KpacaBuuK, —
CKazaJl uMreparop u paccmesiyicsi. — HUKTO HE MOXET yCTOATh
niepeio MHOM, JTake COOCTBEHHBIN ChIH.



SDMWIMHI MOXJI0Nal ero Mo IUiedy W BCTaB C MOCTENH, YIIEN.
Tak ¥ HE BEpHYBIIUCH.

Kannensipckoin pabotoir ApucroHa Oosiee He 3arpykalu.
Heckonbko JHeW OH BOcCcTaHaBIMBAICA M oTchinavics. Cnasl oH
HAMHOTO JIy4Ille TIPeKHEero, TeM OoJee Ternepb, koraa Kucca xu-
BET PSIIOM C HUM, OH MOT OOJTbIIIe He OECTIOKOUTHCSI.

KBuUHTY ke mopyumiM 3aHATbCA pacciiefoBaHueM. Yepes
HEeJIeJTI0 TOJI0BOpe3bl ObUIM Hal/IeHbl U KazHeHbl. JlonpaivBas,
KBunT HUUero He y3Hasl. OHU He BbIATM YPCyity, OO 3TO ObUH
camble IpeanHble e€ noau. Ho u ux ona reneps jimmmace. VM-
nepaTrop B CBOIO O4epe/ib, CTajl OOJIblIe MPOBOJUTH BPEMEHH Ha
otapixe. Bee cBou ena on nopyumn Octopuio, KOTOPBIN TENEPh
TaKXke CIIyKWJI BO JABOPLIE U CIEAYET 3aMETUTb, OH MPEKPACHO
cnpasiisuics. Teneps DMIWIMK Kaxablid JeHb HaBenial Kuccy u
ApHCTOHA, a UHOT/IA 1aXe YCTpauBaJl BEYEPUHKU BO ABOPILIE.

Wmneparop cHOBa ObLT MpeskHUM. Takum ke T0OpbIM U Bece-
JIBIM, TaKMM, KaKUM ero nomoous Apuctod. Tot nonenyii Apu-
ctoH Bcg emé moMHuI. ['yObI ero 1o cux mop ropenu. OH He 3HaT,
YTO C HUM IPOUCXOAMT, HE MOT OTAATh OTYETA, HO B OJUH MO-
MEHT OH TOHSUI, YTO He MOXKET UTh 0e3 Hero. OH MomoOuI ero
HE TOJIbKO, KaK JIpyra M Kak OTLIa, HO U Kak MyxX4uHy. 1 oH xe-
JIaj ero, rpe3w ObTh ¢ HUM. OH XOTes ObITh PSIOM C HUM, 00-
HMMATh ero ¥ jackarh. [1oqoOHbIe MBICIIU HE 1aBaJIU €MY TOKOSI.
OH nbITancs uX OTPUHYThb, HO €KEJHEBHbIE BCTPEUU C DMUIUEM
He J1aBayid eMy 3a0bITh ero. Kucca crana nmocreneHHO 3aMedaThb
CTpaHHOE MOBEJIEHUE CBOero Myxa. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA, 4YTO ApH-



CTOH YTO-TO UCTIBITHIBAET K uMIiepaTopy. M Kax bl UX pa3roBop
3aKaHYMBAJICSI Pa3roBopoM 00 umreparope. OH TO U JIeN0, UTO
Bocxuiaicsa uM. OgHaxapl, He BbiepkaB, Kucca ckazana:

— Hy tak u cniu ¢ HUM, MeHSs Thl OOJIbIlIE HE YBU/AUIIID.

— Kucca, uro b Takoe ropopuis? He yxonu.

Ho neBymka He crana ciaymarb myxka. OHa ObIcTpo coOpaa
BEIM U B 3TOT Xke JieHb yexasia oopaTao B Kozy.

[IpurnacuB ApuUCTOHAa NONPUCYTCTBOBaTh Ha ayAMEHLMH,
DMWIMHI 3aMETUJ Mlevyalib B I71a3aX ApUCTOHA.

— Yto ciyumiock, ayma Mosi? — Crpocuit JIJACKOBO MMIIEepa-
TOp, BOcceast Ha TPOHE.

— Kucca ymuna, — orBetusia ApuctoH. — OHa peBHYeT. . .

— Kak Muj10, — mpoKOMMEHTHPOBAJI DMIIIHIA 1 YIBIOHYIICS. —
He crouT m3-3a 3TOro TaKk paccrpamBarbCs, MaJbuuk Mou. Ilo-
TICUXyeT HEMHOT0, ¥ caMa K TeOe mpuOexut. JKeHIMHB — OHU
TakKe CyIIecTBa, KOTOPbIE KUTh HE MOTYT 0e3 My KCKOM JIACKU.
Tak 9TO %], MOU TOPOTOU U HE TIeYaAIIbCS.

APHCTOH yIBIOHYJICS. DMUIAN BCET/Ia 3HAN, KaK MOHSTH EMY
HACTPOEHUE U KaK yTeluTh. M1 B 3TOT MOMEHT OH Ja)e Haval
cpaBHuBath ero ¢ Kuccoi. I nonuman, yro Kucca Obuia xyxe
Omuiust. C Hell CKYYHO, OHA HUKOI/Ia HE ymeJia NIOIepXKUBaTh
U IIyTUTb.

— 51 moGmio Te0s1, — HEOXKMUAAHHO CKa3asl APUCTOH, CMOTPSI Ha
umneparopa. OH 0TYero-To kAaj B3auMHOCTU. OH XOTeJI, YTOObI
Y IMITEPATOP JIFOOMII €r0 TaK ke, Kak ¥ OH ero. A JoOoBb cefiuac
COBEPIIIEHHO 00Yys1J1a ero pa3yM, ¥ OH He MOT COBJIA/IaTh C COOOM.



SOMUIMIA YCMEXHYJICA U TIoYecall YChI.

— 41 Toxe TeOs1 000, MOH JTIOOBEOOUITBHBIN TPYKOUEK.

Cnycrsl Kakoe-To BpeMsl ayAMEeHIIMIA, B TPOHHBINA 3aJ1 BOILIEN
MOJIONION JierMoHep B jocriexax W rmiaimie. OH ObLT IPA3HBIM,
MBUTbHBIM U YCTaBIIUM.

— Bame asrycreunmectBo, — ckaszai Jiernonep. OcTaHOBUB-
HIKUCh BO3JIE TPOHA, OH OTAAJT YECTh ¥ TPOJOIKUI. — MeHs 30ByT
Cuxkcr ®aycr, s nermonep Vcnanckoro siernona B bpuranuu.

— 4 cnymaio 1e6s1, Cukcr Paycrt, — ckazain UMIepaTop.

— Kenbrckue niemena Hanajiu Ha Hac, — IPOAOJIKIJI TOBOPUTD
Jernonep. — Hac cnuiiikom Mao, ¥ Mbl HE CMOIJIM UM ITPOTHUBO-
crosiTb. MeHs nocianu B Pum, 94toObl JOMIOKUTH 9TO BaM, MPUH-
1erIC.

Wmneparop yauMBIEHHO MOCMOTPES CHavYajIa Ha MOJIOJOrO Jie-
TMOHepa, 3aTeM Ha APHCTOHA. APUCTOH TOXe ObLT YAUBIIEH.

— Ilpenarenu! — BOCKJIMKHY/I MMIIEPATOP B THEBE U BCTaB C
TPOHA, MOJOUIEN K U3MYUYEHHOMY JIerMoHepy. — Thl MOJIOZELI, YTO
CMOT TIpHUeXaTh B TaKylo Jaib. S BosHarpaxy teds. Ho mozxe.
Karon!

— Cnywaio Bac, ToOMHUHYC, — Tposienietan KaToH, KoTopblil Ha-
XOIUJICS PSAJOM.

— Ipurnacu Ko MHe IIaBHOKOMaHYIOLIMX U KOHCY/10B. Cero-
JHS 5K€ HYXKHO ITPOBECTH BOEHHbBII COBET.

— Chymaroch, rocriofvH.

— MU, — cKazan ApucToH c3aau. KOHolla moaomen Kk um-
NIEpaToOpy U MOCMOTPEN €My B IVIa3a. — ITO BOMHA?



— a, MO MaJIbuuK, — MOATBEPAW DMUIHNM. — Yepes Heaeso
OTITIPABJISIEMCSI B MYyTb.

— Bo3bMu MeHs1 ¢ coOON.

— Pagymeercs, ecnu Tl 3TOrO Tak Xxouemb. Ho 310 omnacHo,
3Hait 310. Bo3pméM 3a0mHO ¢ coboit u Kpeona. OH xopormii
[JTABHOKOMAH/IYIOIIWIA Y MOXKET MPUTOTUTHCS.

— MoxHo s noeny B Kosy, yToObl monpoiarscsi ¢ xkeHoi?

— KoHe4HO, MOE COJHBIIIKO, — OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOpP U MOAEP-
rajl AprcToHa 3a EYKU. — Thl TAKOW MUJIBIN, KOTJ]a YTO-TO MTPO-
CHIIIb Y MEHSI.

APpPHCTOH NIOKpacHeJI.

— U emé munee, koraa BIoOIEH, — TUXO T00ABUJT UMITEPATOP
Y TIOIMUTHYJI MY .



I'naBa 2. bpuranus

Ha BoeHHOM coBeTe MpPUCYTCTBOBAIM BCE ITTABHOKOMAHIYIO-
II1e, KOTOpbIe HAXOIWINCh B PuMe 1 B COCeHUX MPOBUHITHSIX.
Wmmepatop oOCykaan CTpaTeruio M 1iaH BOMHBEL To, UTO 3TO
BOIHa — He ObU10 coMHeHui. M o paccka3zam O4eBU/LIEB, IJ1aB-
HBIM 13 KOTOpbIX OblT Cukct Paycr, e€ Hayaau KeJbTCKUe Iie-
MeHa. HecMoTps Ha 10, 4TO emg oten DMWINSA 3aKII0YUIT JOr0o-
BOP C rJUIbCKUMU U KEJIBTCKUMHU BOKISIMU, COIJIACHO KOTOPBIM
TuieMeHaMm Iiatiiii PuMy nane v oGeliasiv He coBepiaTh Hade-
roB. Ho BMecTo 3TOro, OHM CHOBa OOBEIMHWINCH U OOBSBUIN
Pumckoit imnepun BoiiHy, B KOTOPO OHU, IaJUlbl, JKeJIaJly Mo-
OeuTh, TOCKOJIBKY B 3TOT pa3 X ObUIO 3HAUMTEIHHO Oobie. K
TOMY %€ K HUM IPUMKHYJIM COCE/IHHME TJIeMeHa U Terepb LIaHCOB
Ha modey y puMJISIH ObUTO B pa3bl MEHbIIIE, YeM y BapBapoB. '+*
Ho npeumy1ecTBo y puMJIsSiH BCE K€ OCTAETCS HEU3MEHHBIM —
UX TAKTUKA U JTUCUMIUIMHUPOBAHHOCTh BOMHOB BCEI/ia /1aBajia O
ceOe 3HaTh. IMEHHO TUCHMIUIMHA Urpajia OOJBIIYIO POJib, KOTa
BapBapbl MOHATUS HE UMENIM O TOpsIIKe — pa30erajiuch BO Bce
CTOPOHBI U TYT k€ MOJIy4asi MUIYM B TOJIOBY.

Bo Bcex slernoHax u jarepsix, KOTOpble HaXOauIIch 6mm3 Pu-
Ma UMIIepaTop MpUKa3al OTOOpaTh MO BEKCHILIALINM 1>* U B3ATh

14 * ~ o
danTazus aBTOpa. Hukakoi BoiHbI HE OBLIO.

157 Jly4mmx.



¢ coOOi B ITOXO]I, TAK ke ObLJIa B35Ta TIOJIOBUHA MPETOPHAHIIEB. A
yxe depe3 Hepemo 20 rayep otnpasuinck B bpuranmio. Ha on-
HOW U3 HUX TUIbUT UMIIEPATOP BMECTe CO CBOMM CBIHOM APHCTO-
HoM. Tak:xe 3aech Haxonuach KpeoH, nieHtypuon KBuHTumi,
sernonep Cukcr daycr u gBa koHcyJa. C JIErHOHEPOM A PHUCTOH
y&Ke ycres OIPYKUThCS. DTO ObLT MOJIONION MapeHb, NCTIAHCKUX
kpogeil. Ero mats ymepsa ot 6ose3Hu, a oTiia 3ape3aid BO Bpe-
M3 ibsiHKU. U ocTasncst on oguH. YToObI He MonacTh B pabCTBO OH
cOexas B pUMCKHUI JIETHOH U 3aBepOoBasicsl. Ha TOT MOMeHT emy
OBbLJIO IECTHA/INIATD JIeT. 3aTeM OH MO3HAKOMIJICS TaM C JIETHO-
HepoMm Hymepuewm I[ly6muem. DToT JiernoHep ObUT cTapiie ero,
KpynHee U cuiibHee. CHavaia OH K HeMy MpHUCTaBaJl U U3MbIBaJI-
Ccsl, HO TOCJIe OHM TMOJPYKWJIUCh U C TeX MOP HUKOTJa He pac-
CTaBaJIMCh. APUCTOH, CIyIIasi HOBOTO JIpyra, BCIIOMUHAT U CPaB-
HUBAJ CBOE mpoiiioe ¢ npouuibiM CHUKCTa U MOHUMAJ, YTO OH,
APHCTOH, 10 CYyTH OYEHb CUACTIIMB.

[Moe3nka k Kucce Obiia BecbMa HeynauHOM. Y3HaB, 4To Apu-
CTOH pelIvJI OTIIPaBUTHCS HA BOMHY, J1a €IIE U BMECTE C UMIIE-
paropom, Kucca Hayana kpuuartb, Opocath MPOKJIATHS U B UTO-
re 4yTh He NoTepsiia peOEHKa. APUCTOHY MPUIILIOCH POCUIETD
BCIO HEZIEJI0 BMeCTe C Hel, YTOOBI MOMbITaThCsl yenokouTth. Ho
AeBymika Obita oOmxkeHa. Ha Bcio 3a00Ty, MposiBIEHHYIO Apu-
CTOHOM, OHa OTBevasia paBHomyiueM. Kucca He mpopoHuia HU
CJIOBA, MOKA OH KWJI C Hel, OJJHAKO, KOTrJja OH coOpaJicsl ye3xkaTb,
JIEBYIIIKa BCE k€, YCMUPUB CBOIO TOPABIHIO, TIOIOILIA K MYXY U
TIOIIEJIOBAJIA €T0 B TYOBI.



— BosBparnaiicsi ckopee, — cka3ajia OHa TOr/a, MPUXKaBIIKCh
K ero rpyau. 13 e€ npekpacHbIX IV1a3 TEKJIM CJAE3bl. 3aTeM OHA
no0aBuia HEYBEPEHHO: — U KUBOW.

— Ob6emato, — orBeTH1 ApucToH. — U ThI 6eperu cebst, poaHasi.
S mo6mio Teds.

— U g 1ebs, Xazauu. ..

Bcnomunas Kuccy, e€ nocneinuii B3risi ¥ ocjeHue cJoBa,
ApuctoH uyBcTBOBaN ceds npenaresnemM. OT 3TOro CTaHOBUJIOCH
MEP3KO U HEKOM(DOPTHO, XOTeJIOCh BepHYThcsl B KO3y 1 OBITH psi-
JoM ¢ OepeMeHHOM XeHOM, HO IyTH Ha3ajl yxke He Obuio. Tolb-
KO ceiluac OH MOHsUI, KaK MaJo yAeJsUl el BHUMaHMs, Kak MaJlo
OOHMMaJI, Kak Majo pasroBapuBaj. Kak oH MOr mpoMmeHsTh eé
Ha DM ? «51 coBepieHHo 3amytascsi. O 60ru, yTo co MHOM?
Sl Bemp MyxurHa.» YTOOBI KaK-TO yMEPUTh CBOIO JIIOOOBb K M-
neparopy, ApUCTOH CTapaJicsl He MOMNajaThCs eMy Ha rasza. A
IpY pa3roBope He CMOTpeTh Ha Hero. Mmmepatop Obul ciuIlI-
KOM IPOHULIATEIbHBIM, ¥ OH Cpa3y pacro3Hall 4yBCTBa APHUCTO-
Ha. Bujesn oH 1 To, Kak I0HOIIA MyYaeTcst U3-3a CBOeH JoOBU. A
IJIABHOE €r0 My4YeHHe 3aKJTI0YaJIOCh B TOM, YTO €r0 YyBCTBa Obl-
JI1 HEB3aMMHBIMU. DMUIAK [TOHUMAJI, HO MOYEMY OTKa3bIBaJl?
Benp oH To)e moomt Apuctona. OJHaKO pa3HUIIA X IYBCTB 3a-
KJII0YAJIACh B TOM, YTO APHCTOH JTIOOWT DMUIHS, KaK JTIOOOBHH-
Ka, a DMWIMI MoOu1 ApPUCTOHA, Kak ChiHA U HUYero oosee. U
AOyMath O IpyroM umrneparop abcomoTHo He mor. Ho Apucrto-
Ha TEM BPEMEHEM CHE/IAJIO0 HEBENEHbE, EMY Ka3aJoCh, YTO UM-
nepaTop CMeeTcsl HaJl HUM, MoJiarasi, YT0 ApUCTOH He JIOCTOMH



€ro. DT1a MbICJIb SIBUJIACh OCHOBAHUEM €TI0 XaH/Ipbl, KOTOPYIO OH,
BIIPOYEM, HA MTPOTSKEHUH BCETO IyTH CTapaJiCsl CKPbIBATb.

[Tyts ObLT gONTUM U TSKETBIM. K TOMY k¢ APHCTOH CKBep-
HO nepeHocu1 MoperuiaBanue. K cuacteio, Ha Kopadiie mpucyT-
CTBOBAJI UMIIEPATOPCKUIA JIeKapb, KOTOPBII MOMOI APHUCTOHY C
TIOMOIIIBIO CBOETO CHA/IOObsI IEPEKUTH MOE3/IKY Oojiee-MeHee.

Yem Ommxe mprOmkasich K bputanuu, TeM criibHee CMEeHsIT-
cs1 kammar. [lo cpaBHenuto ¢ Utanuent 31ech ObUI0O HAMHOTO XO-
nonHee. K cyacteio, ummepaTop o0 3ToM 1o3a00TUIICS U BCeX
obecneur TEMIBIMU ONIEKIAMH.

— A pacckaxu MHe 0 Bpurtanuu, — ogHaxapl nonpocua Apu-
croH Paycra.

— Jla 4TO 0 Heil paccKa3blBaTh, — OTBETHJI TOT/IA JIETUOHEP. —
Beckpaitnue sieca u oss, CeIpoCTb, JOXKAb. Ecm yecTHO MedTalo
CIIyXUTb B MakeJOHUM, TaM BCE BPEMsI CBETUT COJIHLIE U HE JIBIOT
9TU TPEKJIATHIE NOKIU. S yXke He TOBOPIO O CHETE. ..

—Yro? — He moHs1 ApUCTOH, OO OH HUKOT/Ia He BUJIE]I CHETa,
KuBs Ha octpoBe Kudepa.

— A-a-a, — nporsinyn Payct u ynslOHyncs. — benocHexkHble
HIAPUKH, CHITUTIONIMECS ¢ He0a, MOX0KHUe Ha Merest ¢ KocTpa. Xo-
JoaHble U MOKpble. CKOPO cam BCE y3HACIb.

Kak u obeman ®ayct, ApucToH BCKOpe BCE YBUIIET BOOUHIO.
Yem Omke mpuOMMKasiCh K MOPTY, TeM OoJbIlie OH Bujen Oe-
Jioro 1Beta. besnblil KOBEP MOKPbIBAJ KPbIILIK JOMOB JIOHAMHU-
ymal!é* a takxke goporu. Hakonen, crycrs 3 mecsiia, nO0 myTb
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OB IOJTHOCTBIO ITPEOIOJIEH Ha KOPAOJIsSIX, PUMCKHE BOMCKA M UM-
neparop npuosuH B bputanmio. U cpa3y xe, He Tepsisi BpeMsi Ha
OT/IbIX, OHU JIBUHYJIMCH K Jilarepio. PumMckue Bo¥icka MoIui ofi-
HOW JOPOro, UMIiepaTop ke apyrou, yepe3 Jlonguanym. Kak
TOJIbKO APUCTOH CIIYCTUJICSI HA 3eMJTI0, BOHUKJIO HEUMOBEPHOE
JKeJlaHWe HavyaTh Mpbirath u 6eratb. OH CIMIIKOM JIOJTO HE 1yB-
CTBOBAJI TIOUBY U ceiuac ObUIO BECbMa HEMPHUBBIYHO CTOSITh HA
HOI'ax, IPYA TOM He MajJjasi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY KaK Ha rajiepe.
CHKCT TOIIEN BMECTE C HUMM.

Wmmneparop Hazen Ha cebs1 30710TyI0 KMpacy, [UIeM C BBICO-
KHM ITypITypHBIM TpeOHeM, ILIalll ¥ MEPCTAHYI0 TyHUKY. Ha Ho-
rax ero ObUTH BBICOKHE Carlory U TEMIble HOCKU. Bee oHu ObLTn B
TYHHMKaX, MO0 HOIIIEHHE MITAaHOB ObUIO MPU3HAKOM BapBapCTBA.
ABrycr exan Ha 6eI0M KOHe, BIEPEeAn U C33/11 ABUTAIUCH TTpe-
Topuaniipl. [Ipoesxkas nmo ynvuam JloHauHMyma, Hapos Opocat
BCE CBOM [IeJla ¥ BBIXOJMWJI HA JOPOTY, 4TOObl YBUIETh UMIIEpa-
TOpa U ero HacjeqHuKa. Jlionu pagoBaivch MPUOBITUIO ABIYCTa,
XJIOTIAJI B JIAJIONIN U KPUYAJIH:

— ABe 1ie3apn!

Hmneparop B cBOl0 ouepenb Opocal Ha MpPaBO U Ha JIEBO
TOPCTKY MOHET, pajysi HapoJ elé cuibHee. Bripouewm, Tak ObLIO
yXe 3aBeIeH0. APUCTOH Takke ObLT OfIET B IOPOTHE JOCTIEXU U
NpUBJIEKaT Ha ceOs1 BHUMaHWe. MHoOrue yBHUIEB €ero, cpa3y Ha-
YMHAJIM IIENTAThCA U THIKATh NajiblieM. bpuTaHIiipl enie He ciibl-
IIaJTM O HOBOM HACJIeJJHUKE, MO3TOMY MM ObLIO JTIOOOMBITHO HA
HETO MTOCMOTPETh U y3HATh, KTO OH.



CHery e BbIIAJIO IOBOJIBHO MaJjio M U3-32 BBICOKOHM TeMIle-
paTyphl OH TYT ke Tasyl. APUCTOH CMOTpEJI Ha HErO U YJIbIOas-
cs1. XOTen0oCh K HEMY MPUKOCHYThCSI, CKaTh, OITYTUTh €r0 CBOEH
naioHblo. Msrkuit on? Kéctkuii? MOKpblid WK, HATPOTHUB, CY-
XO0i? APUCTOH 3HAJI, YTO KaK TOJIbKO OHM MPUOYIYT B J1arepb, OH
MIEPBBIM JIEJIOM HAMIET CHET M HAYHET C HUM 3HAKOMUTbBCS.

IIpeononieBas ynuupl JIoHAMHMYMA, BCKOPE CTAJT TTOSABJIATHCA
rpebenb AjpuaHoBa Bana. ApucCToH cierka npuBcTal ¢ cejyia u
Hauas BcMaTpuBathes. Mimneparop 3aMeTui1 3TO U TYT ke MOsiC-
HUT:

— 9T0, CbIH MO, AJIJPUAHOB BaJl — OTPOMHAasl CT€Ha, TPOCTH-
paroiasicsi Ha HECKOJIbKO MUJIb. DTy CTEHY ITOCTPOWJIM 32 TPU I0-
Ja, MOJIBEKAa TOMY Ha3aJl, U OHA J0 CUX MOP BEPHO CIIYKUT HaM.

— OnHako BapBaphbl BCE K€ CyMeIU €€ MPE0J0eTh, — 3aMETHI
neruoHep Cukct daycr.

— Huuero, ckopo 51 UM HaloMHIO, KTO 3/1€Ch XO35IMH.

K Beuepy nosiBUIIMCH BBICOKHE MPETOPCKUE BOpoTa '7*, oropo-
JKeHHbIe 3a00poM u3 OpéBeH. Ha BopoTax Buces mTaHaapT — ObIK
— CUMBOJ UcnaHckoro 9 jernoHa. OHu MpUOBUTM HA MecTO. Y
BOPOT MX BCTPETUJIM YACOBBIE U TYT K€ MPOITYCTUIIN BCE BOMCKO
BOBHYTPb. OCTasIbHBIE K€ JIETMOHEPBl PACHIONIOKUCH MOJJIE JIare-
psl, pACCTaBUB CBOU MaJIaTKU.

Wmnepatop ciie3 ¢ Jiolaad U HalpaBUJjCs B MajaTKy, KOTO-
py1o Juis Hero npurotoBuiiv. Haxonunack e oHa B cepeiHe BUa
MIPUHIIMIIAINCA, OJTU3 TIPEeTOPHsA. APUCTOH IIET 32 HUM, JIETHO-
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Hep TOxe. 3ail[iss B OTPOMHBIN MIATEP, Iie HAXOMUIICS OOJBIION
CTOJI, UMIIEPATOP MPUKA3AJT SIBUTHCS CIOA BCEM IMOJKOBOILIAM.
Ha mecTo npuObLUIN [IEHTYPUOHBI, TPUOYHBI, IPedeKThI, KOHCY-
JIbl U JIETaT UCHIAHCKOTO JIETHOHA. VIMnepaTop CHSUT TSKEbIE 10-
CMEXU U MOMPOCHUJI JIerara UCIIaHCKOT'O JIETUOHA ParoprT.

— BapBapsbl, — Hauan pacckas3plBaTh Jierar UCIIAHCKOTO JIETHO-
Ha Jlyuwmit Kanua. — B3suii B 1j1eH OKOJIO COTHM HalllMX JTIOJIEH.
Tpu Mecsa Ha3al cocTosiyiachk OMTBA, B X0 KOTOPOW MbI MOTE-
PSUIH THICSIUM HAIIMX COJI/IaT, OAHAKO KeJIbThl TOKE TIOHECIIU 3Ha-
yuTebHblE NOTEPU. OHU YIILUIN B JIEC, BMECTE C PUMCKHUMM IJICH-
HBIMM, B UX YHMCJIe ObLTM M HAIllM TJIABHOKOMaH/IyIoIue. 3aTeM
HaOeru Ha BpeMsl MPEeKpaTHIMCh, HO CITyCTsI MeCs] OHM CHOBA
MIPUILLUTH.

— Bot yOimoaku, — mporoBopr1 UMIiepaTop U CrutoHys1. — Hy
1 ITUM BOXKJSAM CILE MOKAKY.

— Nmnieparop, — npepat ero Jlyuumii Kanupa. — Boxau, ¢ ko-
TOPbIMU MbI 3aKJIIOYWIIM I0TOBOP, 3/1€Ch HE TPUUEM.

— To ecTb Kak 3107

— Ml TOX€ 10/ITO€ BpeMsl MOJIaraji, 4YTo OHU OObEIUHUIIKCH.
Ho nocne y3Hanu, 4to 3TO HEM3BECTHOE HAM IUIEMS, KUBYILIEE
Janeko B yiecax bpuranuu. O HUX HaM HAYETO HEU3BECTHO, TOU-
HO Tak ke, KaK W HalluM OPUTAaHCKUM COI3HUKaM. JlepeBHIo
HAWTU HAM TaK ke He yaaioch. OHU UCUE3JU, CTIOBHO CKBO3b 3€M-
JIIO0 TTPOBAJIMIIUCh.

— A BBI HE TIBITAJIMCH IONTPOCUTH KOTO-HUOY/Ib?

— Ja, — orBeTw serar. — Ml cymeinu noumars KenbTa, KOTo-



pblii 3HaeT 10pory B AepeBHI0. OH HaM €€ U MOKaxkeT.
— OmIMYHO, — CKa3aJl UMIIEpaTop. — 3aBTpa Ke U OTIIPABUMCS
B IYTh.

Kokk

ApuctoHa Ha BOGHHOM coBeTe He Obuto. YToObI Kak-TO CKO-
poTaTh CBOE BpEMs, OH PELLNII IPOTYJIATHCA M0 Jlareplo. Jlarepp
OBLT OOJIBIIIM, OTOPOKEHHBIN CO BCEX CTOPOH BHICOKMM 3200pOM
U3 CTBOJIOB JiepeBbeB. CaM Mo cebe OH 4eM-TO HaroMuHa1 Pum.
I'e-To cTosiiM najiaTky, HO B OCHOBHOM 3/1€Ch HAXOIMJIUCh Jlepe-
BSIHHBIE JIOMQ, B KOTOPBIX XUJIM KOHTYpOepHUH '8* j1ernoHepos.
Vxe cmepkano. Hous B Bputannu HacTyraaa HAMHOTO paHbliie,
4yeM B Pume. ApUCTOH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 4TO-TO MOKpOE yIa-
J10 Ha ero Bojiockl. OH Obu1 Oe3 1utema u gocnexos. KOHoma mo-
CMOTpeJ Ha He0O, TOIYMAaB, YTO TO JI0XK[Ib, HO 3TO ObLIT OTHIOAb
He 1okab. KpynHble X0mbst cHera MeajieHHO najaii ¢ HeOa u
TYT € TasIi Ha 3eMJle. APUCTOH BBITALIMII U3-T10]] ILJIala PyKy
U TIPOTSHYI €€, MbITasACh MOMaTh CHEXMHKY. Heckonbko cHe-
’KMHOK YTaJI Ha €ro JIaZloHb M MPEBPATUINCh B BOAY. BbIo Tak
KPacuBO, YTO BCE HAIIOMUHAJIO CKa3Ky. APHUCTOH YJBIOHYJICS U
npuces Ha OpeBHO, HACTAKAASICh Ty IBIM JIJIs1 HEro cHeroMm. Jle-
TMOHEPBHI YK€ TOTOBUJIMCH KO CHY, HO3TOMY ObLIO THXO. CliblilieH
OBbLT JIMIIL TPecK (pakesnoB U Tawommid cHer. HecMoTpst Ha TEM-

18 He6onbimoe noapasaieyicHue, O6I>I‘{HO, 13 BOCbMH JIETHOHEPOB, KOTOPBIC KU
BMECTE.



HOe HeOO 1 OTCYTCTBHE JIyHBI, ObUIO CBETJIO. besbiil KOBEp CIIOB-
HO CBETWJICS] B CyMPaKe HOYM, OCBellasi BCE BOKpyr. Kak orpom-
Hbli (paken. Heyxenu cHer cBeTuTCsl B TeMHOTE? APUCTOH CO-
OpaJl TOPCTKY CHera U CJIOKUB JIQJIOHU APYT Ha JIpyra, 3arisHyi
BOBHYTpb. HO cHer, KOTOpBII Tasii y Hero Ha pykKax, ObLT TEM-
HbIM. CTpaHHO, OTYEro ke Tak cBeTIO BOKpYyr? HensBecTHOCTHh
3a4apoBbIBaJIA, JIeJaJIa 3TOT MUP ell€ uHTepecHee. ['0BopAT, 4To
HEeoOBbsICHUMBIE Belllu TyratoT Jjioaeid. Ho ecim yenoBek obOna-
naet ¢aHTa3ueu, TO 3Ta HEU3BECTHOCTh MOKAXETCS MYy UyJOM,
BOJIIIIEOCTBOM, YeM—TO HEBEpOSTHBIM. U OH maxe He Oyder 3a-
JyMBIBAThCS HAJl TPOUCXOKACHUEM JAHHOTO «4y/1a», OH ITPOCTO
IpUMET ero Kak aap 6oro. Ho Apucton He Bepui B 60roB. Xots
BCE yallle COMHEBAJICSI B CBOEM HeBepuu. Eciii Havath paccyx-
JaTh, TO MMOYEMY OH BBLKWJI BO BpeMs MOKYIIeHUs TuremumHa?
Wnu 6biTh MOXKeT, B OosbioM 1pke? Eciu Obl He KoJlecHHIIA
Turennuna, oH Obl B JIy4IlleM cilydae, MOJyYrl CUIbHYIO TPaB-
My. V1 BBIIUB 51, OH CHOBA OCTAJICS KUB. APUCTOH 3aQyMaJICH.
BriTh MOXeT, oH He TipaB? 1 Goru Bce€ *ke cymecTByoT? A Te n
9TO OOTH, KOTOPHIM MOKJIOHSIOTCSI puMiisiHe U Tpeku? Wnu ka-
Kue-HuOyIb Apyrue? Moxert, cyiectByer Beero onuH 6or? Tor,
0 KOTOPOM roBOpWJI TOT cTapuk B Konuzee, 3a KOTOpOro oH co-
oupaics ymepeTs? Wu ectb KTO-TO eme? Ita TaifiHa Ha BCe BeKa
octaHeTcs TaiHou. I ApUCTOH 3Has, YTO OH HUKOT/IA HE Y3HAeT
UCTHUHY.

CHery HaBaymio uspsaHo. Iloka ApuctoH npenasajics pas-
MBIIIJICHUSIM, KQJTUTU €r0 HaXOWJIUCh YXe B cyrpode. OH moj-



HsJICs ¢ OpeBHA M BCTPSIXHYB C IUIAIA CHET, HalpaBuiICcs oOpar-
HO Ha BWA NPUHIMINAIUC. APUCTOH TOJBKO CEMYac Hayasl 4yB-
CTBOBATh XOJIOA U MOPO3€Ll, KOTOPbIM UCXOAWJ OT MOSIBUBIIMX-
cs1 cyrpoOoB. A IpU AbIXaHUU B BO3AYyXE MOSBISIIOCh 00JIAUKO.
APpHCTOH yBUJEN, KaK U3 IaTPpa UMIIEPATOPA BBIXOAWJIM JIIOIU U
MOHSUJI, YTO 3aCEeJaHNE 3aBEPLIMIIOCh.

3aiiis1 BOBHYTPb, APUCTOH TYT k€ OLIYTHJ Ha cede TeruIo.
JIBe :kxapOBHM C YIJISIMU CTOSIIM O YIJIaM M 0OOTpeBau IatTep.
WmmniepaTop CTOsiT BO3/IE CTPATErMYECcKOro CToja U 0OAyMbIBaT
XO[I.

— DMWIMK, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH. ABrYCT, HE MOJHMMASA IJ1a3
KMBHYJI B 3HaK IPUBETCTBUS. Briepebie ApucTOH BUie Apyra Ta-
KHMM 3aHATHIM. — Heyxkenu Thl XO4ellb OTIIPaBUTBHCS UCKATh TEX
BapBapOB BMECTE C BOUCKOM?

— NlmeHHO, ApUCTOH, — OTBETWIT dMuui. — Conjatam HyKHa
HOJJIEPKKA U 1 KaK HUKTO ApYroi e€ odecrieuy. 51 TM4YHO Haiiay
NPEeIBOAUTENS KEJIBTOB U OCBOOOXKY M3 TJIEHA HAIIMX JIIOAEH.

APHCTOH yIHBHJICS. DMUIMA U BIIPABLy CUIBHO U3MEHUJICS.
Tenepb OH COBEpIIIEHHO He ObUT TIOXOXK Ha peOEHKa, ceiiuac 1o
ObLJT BOMCTUHY UMIIepaTop. Bmecto Toro, ytoObI c1€AUTH 3 Ipo-
UCXOAAIUM B Pume mim ObITh MOXET B Jlarepe, MMIlepaTop Xo-
YyeT BO3IJIaBUTh BOMCKO ¥ BEPHYThCA repoeM. Bo3Mo:xHO, BCE 3TO
671aropoACTBO OBUIO OTHIOAb HE OE3BO3ME3THBIM U MPECIeIoBa-
JIO KOPBICTHYIO LI€JIb — B JAHHOM CJIy4ae CJIaBy.

— A ecimm ThI oruOHetb? Ko Torga Oyaer npaButh PuMckoin
Nmnepuen?



— S moru6nHy? — Cripocu uMniepaTop 1 U3yMJIEHHO PACKPbLI
IIMPOKO CBOM Kapue rasa. — boru 6eccmeprthsl. la ecm u no-
ruOHY, TO IOTMOHY TEPOMYECKH. A TpaBUTH Oy/Ielb ThI, CHIHOK,
Ha 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBaHUSIX.

— A eciu u g ympy?

— Her, — npotanyn Becesno uMnepaTop 1 Nogowmen K ApucTo-
Hy. — Kak 1ol ympénib, HaxoasCh B jarepe?

— To ectb kak B narepe? — He nonsin ApuictoH. — Tel coOupa-
€IlIbCsI MEHsI OCTaBUTb 3/1€Ch?

— Pasymeercs, 51 e He aypak, YToObI OpaTh HACTIEAHMKA C CO-
60i1. D10 6e3ymue. Thl OCcTaHelIbCs 3[€Ch, MOM MUJIBIA JPYXKO-
Yyek. 3a ToOoi mpucMoTpUT aekypuoH '** Knonuii Bep, He Oec-
TIOKOICs, THI OyJIelllb B MOJTHOM Oe3onacHocTH. Kak pa3 mocMot-
punis Jloaguaynm. OH Tak mpeKkpaceH, 0OCOOEHHO B 9TO BpeMs
roja.

DMWIMI OXJI0Ma]1 APUCTOHA M0 TUIEYy U HAITPaBUJICS B CBOIO
cnianpHyo. [Tpuas B ceOsi, APUCTOH PUHYJICS 32 UMIIEPATOPOM.

— Iocroii-ka, — ckazan ApuctoH. — Thl B3si1 MeHSI ¢ COOOH,
9yToOBI 51 %W B jarepe? A Tbl TeM BPEMEHEM OTIIPABUIIILCS B
KaMIIaHUIO0, COBCEM OJIMH U 0e33alUTHbIN? 3a4eM Thl TOra BO-
o0I11Ie pa3pernui MHe TIoexaTth ¢ ToOou?!

— Yro Th1 Kprunb ? — CHOKOMHO CIIPOCKJI UMIIEPATOP, YKPBI-
BASICh OJIESJIOM Y MTOBOPAYMBasACh K cTeHke. — He kpuun. A pas-
peui Tede noexarb CO MHOM, HO pa3roBopa O TOM, UTO 51 BO3b-
My TeOst B oxos He Ob10. Tak uto He mpugymbiBaid. S He co-
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Ouparoch MmoaBepraTh HacleIHUKa ornacHocTu. K Tomy xe y Te-
Os1 COBEpILICHHO HET OIbITa B BOEHHOM Jiejie. Thl Belb HU pa3y
HE y4JacTBOBAJI B BOWMHAX, a YOMICTBO M KPOBb BBHI3BIBAIOT y Te-
651 6e3ymue, BCIOMHU XOTs1 Obl cityyaii B AMcpurearpe PraBres.
Thi crmumkom JOOPBIT 7151 KPOBABBIX BOWH, IIO3TOMY OCTaBaucCs
B JIarepe 1 3HAKOMBCS C )KU3HBIO 1 MEHTATIMTETOM OpuTaHiieB. U
na, s He Oyy OMH — CO MHOUM WJIET LIeJIbIii JISTUOH MPEeKPaCHBIX
MapHeHu.

— Thbl HE MOXEIIIb TAK CO MHOM MOCTYIUTh, — IPOrOBOPUII CITY-
CTs. MUHYTY MOTYaHust ApuctoH. — Kto Oyzer teds 3ammiars?

— [peropuaniipl, — OypKHYJI UMIIEPATOP W JEMOHCTPATUBHO
3axparel.

— Ho Dmunuii!

Mmnieparop 3axparie eme rpomye, BceM CBOUM BUJIOM AaBast
MOHSITh, YTO OH HE XOYET CIIyIIaTh APUCTOHA. APUCTOH BBIIIEI
U3 LIaTpa Ha yJIMILy U yaapui HOrou no 3emuie. Mimneparop BbiBesn
ero u3 ceOsi. OH exaJ B TaKylo 1ajib He JIJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI OT/IBIXaTh
B bputannu. «{ Bc€ paBHO moviay ¢ T060it. Thl 00 9TOM AaKe He
y3Haelb. f He Oporry Tebs1, BeJb TH MOM JIPYT.»

— ApUCTOH, Xalpe, — NOC/BIIAJICS TOJIOC C3aU.

Apucrton odepHyics v yBuaen Kpeona B gocrnexax 1eHTYpU-
OHA.

— [Touemy Tbl He B marpe? — Cripocui KpeoH, koraa nogomesn
onmmxe.

— Tol Toke oTnpaBisenibes B noxon? — OTBETUI BOIIPOCOM
Ha BOIPOC APHCTOH.



— Jla, — orBeTun KpeoH. — JIlaBHEHBKO s1 HE KOMaHJOBaJI 1IEH-
Typueii. M ata Gonbinast yects a1 MeHs. Ham mipeacrout on-
TUH MyTh, YTOOBI HAUTHU KEJIBTCKYIO JepeBHI0. OHAa HAXOMUTCS Ha
oKpauHe bpurtanuu, yepe3 OeCKOHEUHbIE Jieca U ToJIsl, Yepe3 pe-
KU 1 03€pa. Ho g1 gymaio, Mbl cripaBUMCsl. AMapreH MoKaxxeT HaM
KOPOTKYIO AOPOrY. DTOT KEJIbT 3HACT BpUTAHMIO KaK CBOU YE€ThI-
pe nasnbia. OavH BO BpeMs IONpoca emMy BCE ke OTPyOnIu.

Llentyprion cnabo ycMexHyJICsl.

— KpeoH, — B3monmuicss ApuctoH. — Bo3emu MeHs ¢ coOoH, B
Ka4yecTBe JIeroHepa. 1 He MOry OCTaBUTh UMIIEPATOPA.

— Her, — orBetr1 Kpeon u usmenwics B aune. — Eciu aBrycrt
y3HAEeT, OH MEHS Ka3HUT Ha MeCTe.

— Jla kak oH y3Haet? S Beap Oyay BCE BpeMs psIoM C TOOOM.

— Uckmoueno! Be€, pasroBop okoHueH. Mam cnare.

— Hy Kpeon!

— Bane, Base!

ApucroH ocrasica onuH. CHer majaji Ha ero roJIoBy U €ro Bo-
JIOCHI CEMYac HANIOMHUHAIM NUPOXKHOE B caxapHou myape. Cna-
BaThCsI OH pa3yMeeTcst He coOupaics. Bcio HOUb OH Oera uckaTh
JOCTIeXU JIETMOHepa U pa30y/lIvB JIaBOYHHKA, BCE jKe MPUOOPEN
Jopuky>* u nutem c rmagueM. OcTajabHOe y Hero ObLIO TIpU ce-
0e. YI0BJIETBOPUBIIKCH, OH HAKOHEI] BEPHYJICS B TIAJIATKY U CHSIB
MOKPBIE OIEK/IbI JIET CIIATh.

HayTtpo nmmnepatop codpasicsi ¥ perm norpoarbes ¢ Apu-
CTOHOM, HO €ro B MajiaTKe He OKa3ajioch. BMecTo Hero Oblia 3a-

20 Jlopuka — HArpyIHVK JErHOHepa.



TMMCKA: «YIIEN B TOPOJI Ha IKCKypcuio. Kak Tol 1 X0Tes. Y 1auHoro
noxona. TBou cbIH APUCTOH.»

— Bot 3acpanel1, — mporoBopus UMIEPAToOp U YJbIOHYJICS.

Tem BpeMeHeM ApPHUCTOH CTPOWJICS B LIEHTYpHIO, BMECTE C
ocTajibHbIMU JiernoHepaMu. K cuacteio, ternonep Cukcr Paycr,
KOTOPBIH, BIPOUEM, yke ObUT ONIIMOHOM ! ¥, pelini eMy IOMOYb
Y IpUCTponsl ApUCTOHA B CBOK Koropry. CHKCT cKaszaj, 4To
ApuCTOH ero Opart U CIIyKuJ B UTATUICKOM Jiernone. M emy mo-
BEPUJIH, BIIPOUYEM, IIEHTYPUOHY OBLIIO HA CAMOM JieJie BCE PaBHO.
JIumHux conmar HUKOTAa He ObIBAaeT, TeM Oosiee, KOrjia Briepenn
HIOXO[L.

ApuCTOH ObLT OJIET B JIETMOHEPCKUE JOCTIEXU M HUYeM He OT-
JIMYAJICSl OT OCTaJIbHBIX BOMHOB. Pa3Be TOJIbKO CBOEI HEBEPOSIT-
HOH KpacoToil. immeparop ObuT He MpaB, KOrAa FTOBOPUIL, UTO Yy
ApHCTOHA OTCYTCTBYIOT 3HaHUs BeJeHUs BOWHBL. OTHIONB. OH €
JETCTBA U3yYaJl TPAKTATHI OJIKOBOJLIEB U UMEJI KOe-KaKHUe Mpeji-
CTaBJICHUs TAKTUKU U cTpateruu pumiisiH. [IpakTuku pasymeer-
cs1 He ObLIO, OJHAKO APOTHKOM OH BIaJeeT JIydille BCeX, J1a U
MedoM Toxe. [ToaToMy ApHUCTOH HE Aymall, YTO OH IPONAJET B
noxozie. BoaMoxxHO, Aaxe JOMAET 10 KOHIIA.

Kok

OrpomHOe BOWCKO BO IVIaBE C UMIIEPATOPOM C PAaHHEIO yTpa

2 Nomowmnnk nentyproHa.



JBUHYJIMCb TIOKOPSITh HOBbIE 3eMJIM BpuTaHuu, a BepHee CKa-
3aTh — HETPOHYTYIO OKPaWHy, B KOTOPOW MPOXHUBATUA CBOOOM-
Hble KeJIbTCKME IIeMeHa, He noguuHuBIleecss Pumy, a Hampo-
TUB, OPOCUB eMy BbI30B. I 3TOT BBI30B OBUI MPUHST C JOCTO-
vHCTBOM. HeB3upasi Ha TskEnoe BpeMs rojaa, MMIepaTop BcE
K€ PEIIwICs BBICTYNUTh B Toxof. UTo ObLJIO BechbMa HEpazyM-
HO. MHoOrue coniatel BRIpaXaid HEJOBOJILCTBO, OCOOEHHO Te,
YTO CJIy’KWJIM B JIETUOHAX C TEIJIBIM KJIMMATOM U HE MPUBBIKIIN
K 3ume. Ho umneparop He MOr MeUIuTh, OO KEIbThl OKa3ain
HETIOBMHOBEHNE — OHM COBEpIaM Habern Ha OpUTAHCKHE Jie-
PEBHU U JIETUOHBI YyTh JIM HE €XKEeTHEBHO. DTO TEpreTh UMIIepa-
TOp He Mor. [IeperoBopuB ¢ BOK/IEM KeJIbTCKOTO IJIeMEeHU OpUT-
TOB ApayHOM, KOTOPBIH NOKEH ObLT MPUMKHYTh K €0 BOKCKY,
MMITEPATOp He COMHEBAJICS B CBoei modee. Boxap Takxke XoTen
TIOMOYb, KOO ObLT 3aMHTEPECOBaH B 3ToM. MiMnieparop mooberan
clenarh ero 1apéM M OTKas3aTh B MOMOIIM ObLIO Obl HEpPa3yMHO
c ero ctopoHbl. K ToMy ke, KeJIbTCKMIA HAapOJl 3HAJl CBOU 3€M-
JIM ¥ MOIJI 00ECTIeUNTh HABUTAIIMIO PUMCKOMY JiernoHy. Keb-
Ty AMapreHy ¢ 4eTbIpbMs AIbLIAMH, OHU BCE €LIE HE JOBEPSUIN.
UYyske3emel MOT 3arHaTh MX B JIOBYIIKY WM 3a0/1yIUTh B O€CKO-
HeuHbIX Jiecax bpuranuu.

Briepenu Bovicka exan uMmeparop, a c3aau 0003 ¢ MyJaMu 1
npoBUaHTOM. B cepenuHe mpeTopuaHiibl ¥ UTAIMICKHE JIerro-
HBI, C3a/IM K€ OCTATKM MCIIAHCKOTIO JIeTMOHa. B 1iesioM, BOMHOB
ObLJIO HEMMOBEpHOE KOM4ecTBO. C TaKUM BOWCKOM MOXKHO ObI-
JIO MJITH 3aBOEBBIBATh BECh MUP, HE TO, YTO KaKYyIO-TO AEPEBHIO.



Bripouem, riae MMEHHO HaXOAWJIACh BPakKecKasi IEPEBHsSI HUKTO
HE BeaJl. DTU BapBaphbl TYT ke UCUE3aJIH MTOCJIE KAk 0o COBEP-
[IIEHHOIrO UM HaOera. BeITh Moxer, oHM xu rof 3emien? Nim
B INIyOrHE TEMHOTO Jieca, B KOTOPOM ITPOCTOM MHOTOPOIHUIA Ye-
JIOBEK, BPOJE APUCTOHA TYT e MPOMNAJET.

APHCTOH IEN PAAOM CO BCAJAHUYECKUMU BOMCKAMHU U HEC Ha
TUIevaXx TSOKEBIA MEIIOK ¢ HeOOXOAMMBIMU IPUHAJIC)KHOCTSIMU.
Pumiisine i oueHb ObICTPO, U I0HOIIIA HE YCIeBasl 32 HUMH, T10-
9TOMY JABHO OTOMJICSI OT OCHOBHOTO OTpsijia. AJia, TO €CTh KaBa-
JIEPUKCKUM OTPSi/I B TPUCTA YEJIOBEK, KOTOPbIE €XaJId BEPXOM Ha
JIOIIAJISIX, OpOCAJU B €r0 a/IpeC NIYTKU U CMESTTUCh. APUCTOH He
OOM>KaJICSl HA HUX, a HAIIPOTUB U3yMJIsiicsi. Beapb 310 mo-Hacto-
SIIIIEMY CUJIbHBIE, 3aKAJIEHHBIE IyXOM BOIHBI CONJAThl, KOTOPbIE
CyMeJIM COXPAaHUTh YYBCTBO IOMOpa Jaxke B noxone. OHU Belb
3HAJIM, YTO WIYT HA CMEPTh U KaXETCs COBEPILICHHO 00 9TOM He
OyMAIOT. APUCTOH k€ HAYMHAJI CEPbE3HO HEPBHUYATD U KAJIETD,
gto BOOOIIe nomieén. OH HUKOTIA HE BOEBaJI, HU pa3y B KU3HU
HE BUEJ HACTOSIIEW BOVHBI, OH YMTAJ O HEU JIMIIb B KHAKKAX.
OpHo €10 yuTaTh 00 3TOM, a APYroe BUJAETh BOOUHUIO U y4acT-
BOBaTb B KPOBOMPOJIUTHUH.

[laras mo MOKpomy CHery, ApPHUCTOH MBICJIEHHO ITPEICTABIISI
CBOETO TepBoro Bpara. Bot BapBap O€:XHUT B €r0 CTOPOHY, HEpa3-
OOpYMBO KpUYa YTO-TO U Maxast OyJIaBOW BO BCE CTOPOHBI. Bot
ApuctoH oOHakaeT CBOM Me4 M HAHOCUT KOJTIOIIUH yap TaK, Kak
yuus ero Kpeon. «nartepecHo, rue ceituac Kpeon», — nogyman
B 9TOT MOMEHT APHUCTOH, OIJISIABIBASICH BOKPYT U UYTh HE MONaB



MO/ KOIIBITA UYIIEeW C3aU JIOLIA/IH.

— KisaHycb cockamu BeHepsl, 3T0 camblil HEYKJTIOKHUU JIETHO-
Hep, KOTOPOTO sI KOTIa-Jinoo BUJIEI, — YCMEXHYJICS BCA/THUK.

ApUCTOH MOKpacHes Obl OT CMYIIIEHH S, HO €O JIMIIO UTaK Obl-
JIO KPaCHbIM Y MOKPBIM OT NOoTa. MeIIoK Ka3ajicsi eMy HEMMO-
BEPHO TSOKENBIM. OcOOEHHO PO/ TakoH Aorui myTh. OH pe-
IIAJT CHOBA OTBJIEYbCSI HA MBICIT 00 00pa3ax BpakecKOro Hapo-
na. OT4ero-to, Kax/aplid pa3 MNpeACTaBlisAs UX, OH HEBOJIBHO BU-
nen nepen ria3amu butana u BpagaHa, TOCKOIBKY OHM TOXe Obl-
mu kenapTamu. CreroBaTesbHO, OHM OTPOMHBIE, PBIKEBOJIOCHIE,
KOCMaThl€ ¥ OYeHb CUJIbHBIE.

APpHCTOH XOTeJI TOCMOTPETh Ha UIYILEro BIEPeaAd UMIIepaTo-
pa, HO He cMor. MI3-3a cCBOEro HU3KOro pocTa OH BUJE JIUIIb IIH-
POKMeE CITMHBI JIETHOHEPOB, C TAKUMH K€ MEIIIKaMHU, KaK U y Hero.
[ToaTOoMy NpUXOAUIOCH TOBOJIBCTBOBATLCS I'PSI3HBIM CHET'OM IO
HOI'AMHU, KOTOPBIM HEMPUATHO XJTIONAI C KaXAbIM IIaroM M IO-
najgai B HOCKU, KOTOPbIE KOT/Ia-TO ObUTH CBETJIBIMU, CEHYac o
L[BETY OHM HUYEM HE OTIIMYAJIUCh OT CHEera noj Horamu. Heyxe-
JIM 9TH JIETMOHEPBI COBEPIIIEHHO HE YYBCTBYIOT ycTajoctu? Bee
uyT, OOJTAIOT, HIYTST, KTO-TO MOET. M TONIBKO ApUCTOH ceityac
JIyMaeT O TOM, YTOObI HE YIACTh JIMIIOM B TPsI3b BMECTE C STUM
MerkoM. 160 ObIJI0 OveHb, OYeHb TSKENIO. A TaM BCEro JIUIIIb
ObUIa majarka, jonara, TOrnop U CTOJIOBbIE MPUHAIEKHOCTH.

— [IpssubTe MaMBbl 10u€peid, K BamM BE3YT JIICOTO pa3BpaTHU-
Ka??*, — TMOC/IBIIIANIOCh BIIEPEU IEHUE JISTHOHEPOB, KOTOphIE
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BCKOpE MOAXBATUJIM BCE, B TOM YHCJIE U BCAJHUKU.

APHCTOH He 3HaJI 3Ty MECHIO, [I03TOMY HE MOT MOAIEBaTh, XO-
Ts1 TOJIOC €ro ObLT IOBOJIBHO-TAKU KPACUBBIM.

Korga comnHie crano cienurs B I71a3a, IpeABelaBllee 3aKar,
BOWCKO 3aTOPMO3WJIO. DTO 03HAYaJIO TOJIBKO OIHO — OCTAaHOBKA
Ha Hower. Bolicka Hauamm pa30UBATHCS IO KOTOPTaM M UCKATh
MECTO 14 Jlarepsi. ApUCTOH HE 3HaJl, 4TO JAEJaTh, TO3TOMY ITPO-
CTO MOCJIENIOBAJI 32 UAYIIMMU BIIEPEAU JIeTHOHepamu. «Ine xe
Cukcr?» OH AaBHO €ro yxe norepsia u3 Buay. Brnepenu kpu-
YaJi 4eii-To reHepaIbCKUi 3HAKOMBIN Tojioc. Jlerronepsl pazoe-
’KaJIMCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI U HAYAJIM BBITACKUBATDH U3 CBOUX CY-
MOK JIONAaThI U TOMOPBI. APUCTOH HAXOAUJICS B CTYIIOPE, HE 3HAs,
YTO JEJaTh.

— 31 THI, — CKa3aJ rojoc c3agu. 1o Obu1 ronoc Kpeona. Apu-
CTOH 3aMep Ha MecTe, He peulasch NoBepHyTbcs. — KypuHbie
TBOM MO3TH, OBICTPO B3$1J1 TONOP M HApyOMJI BETOK.

— Kak npukaxwure, nientypuon! — [Ipodacun AprcToH.

Korma Kpeow ymién, 1oHoIma 00erd€HHO B3I0XHYI. 3aTeM OH
BCIIOMHUJI ITPUKA3 ¥ Ha/1s TONOP B CBOEH CyMKE, OTITPABUJICS B
CTOpPOHY, Ile POCH AepeBbs. TaM yke HaXOOWJIMCh HEKOTOPbIE
JIETUOHEPHI U OBICTPBHIM ABWXKEHUEM, PyOUIM BeTkU. Bee nena-
JIOCh TakK OBICTPO M TaK TOYHO, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, Bce pabOTaIN Kak
3aBe/IEHHbIe. HapyOrB HECKOJIBKO BETOK, APUCTOH yBUEN, Kak
Oenast MycTollb MpeBpalaeTcs B pUMCKU jarepb. Jloau komna-
JIM POB U CTaBWIM TyAa Najku. VIHple paccTaBisuvd najarky, a
TpPEeThH pyOWIIN IepeBbsI 1s pa3BeneHus Koctpa. M tonbko Apu-



CTOH CTOSLT HA MECTE U He MOHUMAJI, UTO HYXKHO JIeNaTh.

— Yro 1ol Tynuuib? — Cripocuit onvH u3 JiernoHepos. [lononns
K APHCTOHY, OH 3a0paJl y HEero ApoBa u yIlen.

ApuUCTOH noi0oeskall K HeMy U CIIPOCHIL:

— ToI He 3Haewb, rae onuuoH Cukcr Paycr?

— Otkypa s1-10 3Ha10? OH HE U3 HAlEW KOTOPTHI.

«O 00ru, HeYykeNu 51 HACTOJILKO OTCTan?»

Kakum-to 06pa3zoM, ApuCTOH OKasajicsi B MEPBOiMl Koropre
nepBoii ieHTypur Kpeona. Bor Tak npeBparHocTs cynp0bl. Beé
eMy ceryac Ka3ajoch 4ykoe, He3Hakomoe. Jlonm noctopoHHue,
HuKoro kpome Kpeona oH 3zaecp He 3HaeT. Ho eMy Henb3s nona-
Jatbcsl eMy Ha miasa. Eciu oH ero y3Haer, TO OTIIpaBUT Ha3aj.
Ho ApucToH He 117151 3TOro npeojoses CToJb JJIMHHBIA U yMOPU-
TeJIbHBIN MyTh, C CYMKOW Ha TUIe4e, YTOOBI 3aTeM ObITh OTITPAB-
JICHHBIM BOCBOSICH.

YroObl He mpuBIeKaTh K cebe BHUMAaHUs, APUCTOH Hayal
MMUTHUPOBATD JeATENbHOCTb. OH B3U1 JIONATY U HaYaJl 3aChlIaTh
POB.

— Thl coBCEM ypak, WK TOJILKO MTpeTBopsienibesi? — Cpocui
JIETHOHEP, KOTOPBIN 3a0MBajl MOJIOTKOM CTBOJ B 3eMIII0. — Th
oTkyza B3suicsi? Mory nocrioputh Ha 10 aypeeB?3*, 4ro Tl gaxe
HE JIETUOHEP.

APHCTOH NOKPACHEJI OT CThI/IA U HE 3HAJI, YTO OTBETUTH. Bee
Ka3aJuch eMy TaKUMH TpyObIMH, 3JIBIMH, UMEHHO 3TOT 00pa3
pPUMJISIH APUCTOH KOT/Ia-TO cebe MPeCTaBIsI, Oy/IyUuu KBS HA
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OCTpOBE.

— Tel paB, — crycTs MUHYTY MOJIYaHUAS] OTBETWII APUCTOH. —
41 ne nernonep. 4 ceiH nMmneparopa — Apucron. Coexan u3 ja-
repsi, YT0ObI OBITh PSIIOM C IPUEMHBIM OTIIOM.

Jlernonep npekparui 3a0MBaTh CTBOJ M IIOCMOTpPEN Ha ApH-
cToHa. Hexotopoe BpeMs OH He NpOU3HOCUI HU 3ByKa. Ho 3atem
€ro OUIETHHUBLIEEC JIULO C PUMCKUM OPJIMHBIM HOCOM U TOH-
KUMU TyOaMy IOPO30BEJIO, M OH PacCMesiICs.

— A TBl CMEIIHOM, MaJIbuMIlIKa, — CKa3aJ OH. — MeHs 30ByT
FOnmit Kypruit Tubepwmid.

Jlernonep npoTsAHys pyKy U ApUCTOH HEYBEPEHHO MOXaJ €€,
OLIYTHB I'PyOyIO U CYXYIO JIAJJOHb.

— IIpustHo nozHakomuthbest, FOHMIA, — OTBETHIT APUCTOH.

Ceiiuac JeToHEp yke He Ka3aJcs TAKMM YEPCTBBIM TPyOH-
SHOM Kak mnpexnje. Bo3MoxkHO, OH moMoxeT ApPHUCTOHY CTaTb
3[1ECh CBOUM.

Korna nocrpoeHue jarepsi 3aKOHYMIIOCh, HACTYIIU YKE Be-
yep. Llentypru mogenuch mo 10 KOHTYpOepHHMIA U TPHUCTYIIHU-
JIM K MPUTOTOBJIEHUIO NUIIY. APUCTOH PELIWII TPUCOEIUHUTD-
cs1 kK HoBoMy 1pyry IOnwuto. Ionoiins k KocTpy, BOKpYr KOTOpPO-
IO CUJIeJIV JIETUOHEPBI, APUCTOH 3amMelkaics. [lapHau 3ametniiu
IIPUXOJl HE3HAKOMOIO BOMHA U C NOJO3PEHUEM MOKOCWINCh Ha
Hero. lOHui nogHsAICs CO CBOETo MecTa M OIOLIEN K APUCTOHY.
FOHwMi1 OBLT BHIIIIE €70 POCTOM.

— Ilapau, 310 ApUCTOH, — cKazan FOHUi, MOJI0KUB CBOIO TS-
KENMyl0 pyKy ApuctoHy Ha riedo. — OH Bpoje Oesoil KOpOBHI,



oTOUBIIIENCA OT cTaja. Bo3pMéM ero k cede?

— BO3bMEM, — OTBETU/IM B YHUCOH JIETUOHEPHI.

— [Ipoxonu, npucaxusaiics, — ckazai KOuui. — Y Hac ceronHs
Kak pa3 OMofo /17151 Hac/leIHMKa umreparopa — Karia!

Jlernonepsl paccmesiuck. KOHUM yike ycrnen paccka3arb UM O
cyoBax ApHCTOHA.

ApPHCTOH cesl BO3JIe KOCTpa U Havyal rpetb pyku. FOHui Ha-
JIOKUJI EMY M3 KOTJIA KUJIKOM Topsdyel Kalu U rnepenan MUC-
Ky Apucrony. IToHwoxas, Apucton cmopiicsa. OH COBEpIIEHHO
OTBBIK OT THIM padoB. [la, Biipouem, paGoB KOPMSAT Kyza JTy4d-
ie.

— Hy pacckaxu o cebe, kak TeOs TaM 10 UMEHU BeIuvarh? —
Cripocuit OMH U3 JIETUOHEPOB.

— ApPHCTOH, — TIOBTOPWJT IOHOIIIA C HAOUTBHIM PTOM.

— Ja, pacckaxu OTKyAa Thbl, — MPUCOEAMHWICA K AOMPOCY
FOHwmi1.

— Hy...— npotsgHy1 ApHCTOH M modveca IIaJKui moadoopo-
nokK. Bomocel Ha yutie Be€ emié He pociu. — Boooine-To 51 u3 Pu-
Ma. [Tpumunuii-uienTyproH Kpeon Mot 1pyr, BOT U B3sJ1 MEHS €
coboii. Kak BbI 3ametuiny, 51 Jaxe He jieruoHep. S 6orareHbKuii
n30aJIOBaHHBIA MAJILUMIIIKA, KOTOPBIN JKaK/IET YBUIECTh BOWHY.

ApucTOH HaOWII POT Kalei 1 3aei BCE XJIe0oM.

— Bor yeM MHe HpaBUTCS 3TOT NapeHb, — Ha4yajl FOBOPUTH
FOnwmit. — Tak 31O ero cBOe0Opa3HBHIM UyBCTBOM IOMOpa !

JlernoHepsl paccMmesuiich M NPEUIOKWIA BBIMWTHL BUHA 3a
3HAKOMCTBO. APUCTOH He oTKa3aJjcs. [locne yxunHa, yacoBble OT-



MIPABUIIKCH CTOSITh HA CTOPOXE, a OCTAJIbHBIE JIETHOHEPHI CIIATh.
APHCTOH yKyTaJICSl TIOIUIOTHEE B TUIAI U MPHKABIIUCH K Tap-
HsIM, KOTOpbIE CIIAJIA PSIIOM C HUM, BCKOPE YCHYJL.

Kokk

PanHMM yTpOM, KOrzia COJIHIIE €ILE HE YCIIEIO BBIISIHYTh W3-
10/l TOPU30HTAa, PUMCKHE BOWCKA, YACIEHHOCTBIO B ILECTb Thl-
Cs14 YeJIOBEK CHOBA JIBUHYJIUCH B IyTh. Koroprel HeMHOro nepe-
CTPOWJIKCH U Tenepb LieHTypust Kpeona nuia Bnepeau. Apucro-
Hy OBUIO HEMHOIO JIerdye HeCTH CBOIO CYMKY, U OH YKe He 00-
painan BHUMaH!sI Ha OOJbHbIE HOTH, KOTOPBIE OH U3MYYHJI BUe-
pa. Psaaom ¢ mapHsAME, KOTOpbIe IPUHSIIA €10, KaK CBOETo, Obl-
JIO HAMHOTO BeceJsiee U JIeHb Kasaycs kopode. OHU TO U Jielo,
YTO LIYTWIM U CMESUIMCh. APUCTOH pasfiesisl ¢ HUMU BECETIHE
Y TIPeIBKYIIAN CKOpbIi Ooi. [lapHu paccka3piBaid O BOWMHE B
TAKMX KpacKax, MPUYEM JOMNOJHSAS UX aHEKJOTaMH, YTO BOiHA
Ka3ajach KakKMM-TO pa3BjedeHUeM. APUCTOHY MMIIOHUPOBAIU
pumJisHe. Haxonsch psioM ¢ HUMM, s B HOTY, YyBCTBOBAJIOCh
Opatckoe poJICTBO, CJIOBHO OHU OfIH Opranu3M. VI ApucToH ceii-
Yac UCIBITHIBAJI HEeoNucyeMble yyBcTBa. OH MOHSI, YTO POXKIEH
IUIsl BOMHBI, KIMEHHO 111 TOTO MOMEHTA, KOrJa Thl CTOMILL Ha
T0JI€, PAZIOM CO CBOMM BOMCKOM U NPUKpPbIBAELIb CBOEN CIIMHOU
CTOALIMX C3a/M JiernonepoB. Koria oObeauHseT oqHa 11eb, Ko-
I/1a UCTIBITHIBAEIIIb OJJMIHAKOBbIE UyBCTBA, KOTJA CpaKaellbCs py-
Ka 00 pyky. BooOpaxas cebe 9Ty KapTuHy BOWHBI, APHUCTOH BCE



OoJIbIlie TOpEeN KEeJaHUEeM CTaTh JIETMOHEPOM, He (DaJIbIIIMBbIM,
KaK ceryac, a MMEHHO HACTOAIIMM. YMETbh CTPOUTH Jlarepsi, Ha-
YUUTbCSL €CTh CTPSIHIO, KOTOPbIE BCE €T U BO3MOXHO B JJaJTb-
HEHIeM cTaTh O(puIepOM.

Bckope k BOHCKY, Kak ¥ oOelas BOXAb ApayH, TPUMKHYJIA
KaBasiepusi OpuTTOB. BapBaph! He ymesnu cpaxarbCs eMH, 3a-
TO HaBBIKM BEPXOBHOM €3/Ibl Y HUX HE 3aHUMaTh, KaK, BIIPOYEM,
Uy capMaToB

Yepes HekoTOpOE Bpems Mouien cHer. CHavasa KpyIHbIe I1y-
IIMHKY paloBaJI1 APUCTOHA, HO ITOCJIE CHETOMa| yCUIINJIC U U3-
3a Hero He ObUTIO HUYETro BUAHO. K TOMY ke JIys CUIIbHBIN BeTep.
Konona ma B 4 psna, u ApuctoH 1men nocpeause. [lostomy oH
HE CWJIbHO 3KaJIOBAJICS HA CHET, KOTOpBI Momnaaa Ha jauno. He
BE3JIO TEM, KTO LIEN BIEpean, a UMEHHO umrieparopy. CTpaHHoO,
YTO OH BOOOIIIE PEIINI BO3IJIABIIATH BOKMCKO, a HEe eXaTh B 0003€.

— Tpeknsreiii cHer, — iporosopuii KOuumii. — HenaBuxy bpu-
TaHUIO.

— Tr1 mocmoTpy, FOHMIA, — 0TBETHII APUCTOH, YIBIOAsICh. — MBI
MOXOXHU Ha MUPOKHOE.

— Xa-xa, o4eHb cMellHo, — OypkHys FOHMIA, cTpsixuBasi cHer
CO CBOETO KaITIOIIOHA.

— Tam, e s xwum, 3uMbl He OBUIO, — HAYaQJIa PACCKa3bIBATh
ApHCTOH. — BbUIO TEMIIO U COTHEYHO.

— Jla THI U3aEBaeIbCA HaJl HAaMH, — IIPOrOBOPHII TOJIOC C3a-
1. — 51 ObI cefiuac BCE oTaaul paau ropsiaero hajJepHCKOro BUHA
C JKapeHOM TOBAIMHOU TOZl COYCOM M TEIUIOTO KaMUHa, IIe Jie-



JKUT MSATKAsI IEPUHA C IEPCTSIHBIM OAESIOM U KAET MeHs1! Me-
Hs1, mapHu!| B30pesio ke B rojioBy HallieMy UMIIepaTopy Ha3HAYHT
MOXO0JI UMEHHO ceryvac!

— Bce nperensuu k aBrycry, — orBeTwi1 FOHuid. — Thbl uau, no-
JOMAM K HEMY U CKaXH BCE, YTO Iymaellb. BoH OH, Hepaneko
OT Hac.

— Ara, 4yTOOBI OH MeHs KazHui? — [IpomonBun Jieruonep. —
Her yx, Oydy, Kak TOBOPHUTCs, JTOBOJBCTBOBATHCS HEOOXOIM-
MBIM.

— Ha el nipsim uocod, — OTBETUII rojioc ciieBa. — Kak ero
TaM, CTOMK, fa?

— Jla! Ctonmmsm>+*,

Jlernonepnt paccmesimick. Ho Apuctony ObLIO He 10 cMexa.
OH BCOMHWJT DMUJIHS, €T0 JIUIIO, €r0 YIIBLIOKY 1 3aX0Te ceivac
YBUJETH €r0.

— Iloyemy BbI JymMaeTe, YTO UMIEPATOP HACTOJIBKO CYpOB? —
HeoxunnanHo cipocusi ApUCTOH.

— Jla BCHOMHUTB XOT$1 OBI €10 JpakKakIyio Cyrpyry, — OTBETHII
Onwuii. — Kazuun e€ u3-3a Toro, 4To Ta Majio MOJIMJIACH 3a HEro.
Tupan.

— [NonHocThIO ¢ Bamu cornaceH, rocriogud Oumii Kypuuid, —
CKazaJ JiernoHep u3 KyHtypoeprust FOHus u paccmesiics.

— Ho 310 710%b, — TPOroBOpuI1 APUCTOH, MBITASICh CMOTPETH B
cropony FOHuMSI, HO CUJIBHBIN CHET Monajaji emMy B [Jla3a U Torjaa
OH oTBOpaunBaiici. — Ero cynpyra Ypcyna ¢ nomorpo Agpua-

24 %
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Ha XOTeJa y3yprnupoBaTh BIACTb, KOTJA UMIIEpaTop ObUT TSIKENO
6oneH. I HACKOIBKO MHE M3BECTHO, OHA B CChUIKe, Ha Kampm.
Hukakoii Ka3Hu He ObLJIO U B IOMUHE.

— A Tl OTKYya 3Haenb? — Yausuics KOuui.

— 41 xe Bam roBopuJi, uto *wi B Pume. Mmniepatop — He TH-
paH. OH OYeHb CIIPABEUIMBBIYA U MYJIPBIU IPABUTE]Ib.

— Kotopsiii oTripasisieT Ha ru0esib eCTh THICSY YeJIOBEK pa-
I CBOEU Ci1aBbl, — 3aKoHYW1 KOHMIA.

— EmE cBoero cocyHka 3aueM-To PUBE3, — CKa3asl Yel-ToO ro-
Joc. — Bel BUgenu ero? B goporymux 300ThIX JOCHEXax, IMyp-
nypHbIid noMax. CTpout u3 cebst BOMHa, a caM He CIocOOeH
JlaKe Opy’KUE B pyKax JepKaTb.

Jlernonepsl onoOpuTeNBHO 3aranieny. PasroBop mepemén ¢
umIieparopa Ha HacienHuKa. Bee oOcyxknam Apucrona. Ciy-
mas uX, I0HOIIA BCE OOJIbIe TIOHMMAJI, HACKOIBKO HApOJ €ro
npe3upaet. laxke UM ObUIO M3BECTHO, YTO APUCTOH OBIBIIMIA
KypTu3aH. Bce roBopuiiy, 4To MMIiEpaTop BIIOOUJICS B HETO U
BBIKYIIVJT M3 JTyTIAaHAPUS, C/IeNIaB CBOMM ChIHOM. [Tpruaém oOcyx-
Jajii 3Ty TeMy BecbMa MOAPOOHO, COUMHSIS pa3IMyHble HEMpU-
CTOMHOCTH ¥ MOIUIOCTH. APUCTOHY CTAaHOBHJIOCH He T0 cede, OH
XOTeJ YUTH OTCI0fIa, /1a TIOfIJIbIIIe, MPUYEM HEBAKHO Kyda. I 1aB-
HOE He CITbIIaTh uX. M 00ru CJIOBHO BHSUTH €r0 MOJIMTBAM.

He ycnen jiernoHep AOroBOpUTH IIYTKY, KaK OCTPUE CTPEJIbl
pOOMJIO €ro JIOCTIEXU M BOH3UIJIOCHh MPSIMO B cepitie. Jlernonep
HE yCIleN Jake MOHSTh, YTO MPOU3O0IILIO, KaK €ro TeJO TYT Xke
CBAJILJIOCh BHU3.



— CoMKHYTb psapl! — [Tocaslmaics ronoc HeHTypUoHa 3aTeM
¥ 3BYK TYO.

JlernoHepsl HauasM OBICTPO MIEPECTPanBaThCA B TECTYIO 2* 1
pa30uBaThCsl O KOrOpTaM B IIaXMaTHOM Hopsiake. Koropts xe
I10 LUEHTYPUSAM. APUCTOH HE IOHMMAJI, YTO TporcxoauT. Kaxer-
¢, Ha HUX Hanaym. Ho kto? M3-3a cuibHOTO CHeromnazsa HU4ero
He ObUIO BUIHO. APHUCTOH TO/IHSUT CBOH IIIUT HAJl TOJIOBOW U TYT
K€ YCIBIIIA Irpajl CTpeli, OOpPYIIMBIIMIACSA Ha HUX cBepxy. Ko-
My-TO CTpeJia Monajia B IJla3, ¥ JISTMOHEP CBAJIMJICS Ha 3eMJIIO.
[Mocne co Bcex CTOPOH MOCIBIIATICH TONOCA PAHEHHBIX U YOu-
TBHIX PUMJISIH.

— Ilnu! — Kpuyai rosoc, otTnaBaBIIMECs 9XOM.

DTO pUMCKHE JIyUHUKH 3allyCTUIIM POM CTPEJ BO BpakecKue
Boucka. Ho rne onn? Bparu. Apucton Hudero He Bunesn. Berep
IyJ1 B UX CTOPOHY, IOHUMAs METeJIb. APUCTOH NPUIIIAAEIICS Ye-
pe3 MPOEM IIUTA U YBUET HECKOJIBKO JIoIaaeil. ITo ObUTM pUM-
CKHe KaBaJIePHCThI, a PSJIOM C HUMU HEOOJBIIIONW OTPsi]] BapBa-
poB. OHM exayii BEpXOM Ha JIOIIAIAX U BJIAJIENIN €340 HAMHOIO
JIydIlie PUMCKHUX BCAaJJHUKOB. 3aTeM BapBapoB CTAJIO eIme OoIb-
111€, 2 pUMCKHMX KaBaJepucToB MeHbllle. OHM HallPaBUJIMCh B CTO-
poHy neHTypun KpeoHna. ApucToH yBujel, Kak BOUHBI B JIJIMH-
HBIX IITAHAX U TEIUIBIX OICKAAX, C YKACHBIMUA MacKaMU Ha JIU-
1aX, JepkKaT KOChIE JJIMHHBbIE MEYU U HECYTCS MPSIMO HA HUX.

ApHCTOH He 3HaJl, 4TO Aeiarb. OH MPOCTO CMOTpEN Ha TeX,
KTO CTOsLT BIIEPEAU Y TIOBTOPSLT 32 HUMM.

5" Tecryno — pumckoe TocTpoerwe. Yeperaxa.



— [Ipurorosute nuirymsl! — CkoMaHgoBaJ1 LIEHTYproH KpeoH.
Ero npuka3 noBTOpuJI 3HaMEHOCEL] KOTOPThI B IKYPE BOJIKA Ha
TrOJIOBE.

— ITnn!

APHCTOH METHYJI CBOM IPOTHUK U IOMAJ MPSIMO B HECYILIETOCSI
npeaonuTens. MHOrue yavBUINCh, YBUEB, Kak APHUCTOH I0-
naJl B TaKyIo 1ieJib, UOO OH HaXOIWJICS B CEMHUIECSITA METpax OT
HUX.

— O6HaxuTh Meun! — CHOBa CKOMaH/I0BaJT IIEHTYPUOH.

ApuctoH crosin c3aau IOHus, no3ToMy OH IUIOXO BUJEN, YTO
npoucxoaur criepeau. K Tomy ke cHer monazan B rj1a3a v KO3bl-
PEK Ha HUIEME CKBEPHO MOoMorajl oT Hero cnacatbes. Ho k cua-
CTBIO, MEUH He MOTpeOoBaMCh. BpakecKuil OTpsil, KOTOPBIA Ha-
najl Ha HUX TYT K€ PACTBOPHJICS, CTIOBHO MX M He OBLTO 31€Ch.
PuMckue BcaTHUKY e111€ HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl MbITATIICh ITPECIIeio-
BaTh MX, HO Bc€ ObUIO Bcye. HuKoro, naxe TpyroB, OHM He Ha-
IIUTH, KpoMe TpynoB pumiisiH. Kazasnock, 31ech Obuia 3amMeriiana
Marus.

— Y0 3710 61107 — CripalIMBaIN UCITyTaHHBIE JIETUOHEPBHI.

— Yyp meHns.

ApucToH ObLT HaITyraH He MeHee JiernoHepos. Cepyilie ero 10
cHX Top OMIIOCh, Kak cymaciieiee. OH BriepBbie YOI desioBe-
Ka. APUCTOH HE BUJIEN €r0 JIMLIA, HO BCE PaBHO EMY CTAJIO KaJlb
ero. OH cHOBa BUHWJI ce0s1, XOTeJIOCh TUIaKaTh. «$1 He co3iaH ass
BOWMHBL. DMWIMHI ObUT TIPaB. S caMIKoM HOOPbIi».

[Mocne morpedenwsi, puMIIsIHE TPOJOJIKUIM IMyTh. CHEr 00Ib-



1Ie HE BaJIWJI B TAKOM KOJIMYECTBE U BCKOPE COBCEM IepecTall
unti. Hukto Gonee He mytun u He cMesticsa. CMepTs ToBapu-
1Iel nocesiyla YHbIHKUE B psijlax JIerMoHepoB. Teneps OHU LU U
OIUTENILHO O3UPAIKCH 110 CTOPOHAM, UIla JTyyHuKoB. Ho moce
KPOTKOTO CpaskeHHs IOBTOPHOU 3aca/ibl 00jiee He MPOUCXOIHIIO,
Y PUMJISIHE HEMHOT'O YCITIOKOMJTUCh.

— Hpyunsl, — ckazan OHuii, oOpaiasch Kk ApUcToHy. — 910
BCE IPYU/IbI, 51 YBEPEH.

—Kr10? — He nonsin Apucron. [lanHoe ciioBo emy ObLJIO He3Ha-
KOMO.

— lanbckue konayHsl, — nosicHu FOHuiA. — OHM cOCOOHBI
JaKe IEPUIly B JpaKOHA ITPEBPATUTD, a YE€JIOBEKA B — MYPaBbsl.
S Tebe TOYHO TOBOPIO.

— Tsl Bpojie cTapiiie MeHsl, HO BepHIIlb B TIOJI0OHBIE OaliKu, —
IPOroBOPMJI APUCTOH U YCMEXHYJICSI. XOTsI MBICJIEHHO OH BepHII
B €r'0 CJI0BA, HO XOTEJI Ka3aTbCsl YMHEE U Pa3yMHee.

—IMocmoTpio s Ha Tebs1, Kak Thl 3arOBOPUIIIb, KOTJIA ITU CAMble
APYHUIIB! OTAAAYT TeOsI B XKEPTBY JIECHBIM OOTaM.

APpHCTOH OTBETHMJI JIUIIIb c1a0ou ycMerkoi. OH He XOTel ceil-
4yac roBOPUTb, MOCJIE TOTO, YTO CEroAHs Npou30uLio. Cauikom
MHOTO TOTPSICEHU.

[Iponas ene HeCKOJIBKO MMJIb, BCKOPE MOKA3aIUCh BHICOKUE
COCHOBBIE JI€PEBbSI.

— Jlecuble 6oru He MOOAT YykKaKOB, — MPOrOBOPUIT OJUH U3
JIETUOHEPOB.

Jlec 6b11 TEMHBIM ¥ cTapbiM. [lorpyxkasich BOBHYTpb, CTaHO-



BUJIOCh HEMPUBBIUHO TUXO. BBUIO CHBIIIHO JIMIIb OKAYMBAHUE
crapbix eneil. VicrmonHcKue IepeBbs TAHYIUCH JI0 CaMoro Heda,
co3zaBasi KymnoJ. Jlec 01 rycThiM U To3TOMY TEMHBIM. HO CcHe-
ra ObUIO MeHblIle. B OCHOBHOM OH Jie’kajl Ha BETKax JepeBbEB.
3anax €10k Obu1 yaymiaonmm. [1axiio HerpuBbIuHO 1 pe3ko. Ha
3eMJIe JIeKaJTU IIUIIKY U UTOJIKU. B 11e10M ObUIO KYTKO M UyXK-
1o. Komoune, 3e1€Hple UTOJKU IEKOTATN PyKU. APUCTOH IPU-
KacaJicA K €JIKaM U JIEpraj Ux 3a BETKHU.

CMoTps HaBepX, APUCTOH BUJIEN, KaK C KPOH COCEH M3PEeaKa
Ma1J1 C TAXUM FPOXOTOM CHeET. YacTo OH noragalt Ha rojioBbl Jie-
ruoHepoB. C OTHOV CTOPOHBI, JieC ObLT BOJIIIICOHBIM U HEBEPOSIT-
HO KPacuBBIM, HO C JPYTrOil CTOPOHBI — ykacaloimum. OcoOeHHo,
KOTJIa U3 KYCTOB BBUJIETAJIM OTPOMHBIE MTHUIIBI — ITO OBUIA BOPO-
Hbl. OHU KpHUYaJi, CJIOBHO ITPOTOHSISl YyKaKOB.

[lorpy3uBIIKCh BOBHYTPb, PUMJISIHE CTAJIM TOTOBUTHCS K HOU-
Jery. Ty HOYb HYXKHO ObUIO MEpeXUTh B Jiecy. B TEMHOM U uy-
JKOM JIECYy.

kokk

OtyXVrHaB B Kpyry HOBBIX JIpy3€, KOTOpPBIE BECh BEUep Ipe-
ObIBaJIM B MPAaYHOM HACTPOEHUM IOCJIE€ CMEPTU TOBAPHILEH,
ApurCTOHA HA3HAYMJIM YaCOBBIM Ha 10J1 HouM. OH el Hu pasy 3a
BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb HE CTOSII HA CTOPOXKE, OXPaHssA COH JIETMOHE-
POB, 1 9Ta ObLIa OOJIbINIAst OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. OH IOJKEH ONeTh U
CMOTpETh B 00€ CTOPOHBI, YTOOBI HE TPOIYCTUTh Bpara 13 BUY.



B 3TOM J1ecy BhICOKa BEpOATHOCTh TOTO, UTO HA HUX 00S13aTEIbHO
KTO-TO HAaMafAET, IMMyCTh ITO OYAYT CaMH JiIeCHbIe O0XKECTBA, TUKUE
3BEpU WJIM BapBaphbl.

Korga ApUCTOH BCTasl Ha 4Yachl, C HUM HaXOAWJICS MOJIOLOM
JeruoHep 1o uMeHu MakpuH. OH ceiiyac He MeHee ApPUCTOHA
VCTIBITBIBAJI CTPAX NE€pe]] MOTYILIECTBOM TEMHOTO Jieca. APUCTOH
YyBCTBOBAJI 3TO U MBITAJICS AEPKAThCS YBEPEHHEE, TEM CAMbIM
noaaepxusas Makpusa.

['ne-To B niryOMHE TEMHOT'O Jieca MOCJIbIIaics Boi BoikoB. Ho
BOJIKM HE ITOCMEIOT HAIlaCTh HA pUMCKUY JIarepb, CIIUIIKOM MHO-
ro JIIofied 37ech ObL10. Bripoyem, ApUCTOH He 1aBaji rapaHTH Ha
aOcomoTHYI0 6e3onacHocTh. Ha npoTskeHun BpeMeHu, Moka OH
CTOsIJT Ha Yacax ero OecrpecTaHHO BOJTHOBAJIO YyBCTBO TPEBOK-
Hoctu. Kazanock, oueHb CKOpO TOIKHO OBLIO YTO—TO MPOM30M-
1. Ho MakpuH OTBJIeKas1 €ro OT 3THX MBICIIel CBOEH OONTOBHEN.

— OTtcnyXy B JIETUOHE, — TOBOPWJI, IIpeAaBasch rpe3am Mak-
pUH. — Yiilly IEKypMOHOM B OTCTaBKY, )KEHIOCh HA MaKeJOHSIHKE
Y HACTPOTalo JETUIIEK.

— To1 He xenat? — Cripocun ApuctoH, BcnomuHas Kuccy.

— Her, — nporsanyn, 3eBas geruonep. — S oquH, ceMbM HeT,
JOMa HET U POJUHBI TOXKE HET.

— IleyasibHO, — MPOroBOpUI APUCTOH. — A S CYaCTIIUB, MOSI
’keHa KIET MeHsa B Kose, BMecTe ¢ MOMM CBIHOM WJIN JOUYEPHIO.
ITo cpokam oHa J1o/kHa OblIa yXKe pPOAUTb.

— Boy, — yauBuiics sernonep. — Cepse3no? [la Te1 v BpaBay
CUACTIIMBYMK, TTO3/IPABJISIIO TEOI.



MaxpuH noxsonan ApycToHa Mo IUieqy.

— Tel Tak Moson, a yxe mMeelnb cemblo. HaBepHoe, Thl u
BIIPaBy O4YeHb Oorar.

— Twl naxe He mpeAcTaByIsiellb HACKOIbKO, — OTBETUT ApH-
CTOH, ynbiOasicb. — B mepByio ouepenp, OOrarcTBo He MaTepu-
aibHOe, a qyxoBHOe. 00 myxoBHOE OOraTCTBO — OHO BOWICTH-
Hy OecrieHHO. JlyxoBHOE OOrarcTBO — 3TO HU 30JI0TO, HA OTPOM-
HOE TIOMeCThe Ha Oepery Mopsi, 3TO Mpexk/e Bcero JodoBb. Ko-
I/1a YeJOBeK BIIOOJIEH OH CTAHOBUTCS HAMHOTO CUACTIIMBEE TeX,
KTO UMeeT OrpoMHOe cocTosiue. MiMest mocneinee —, Thl He J10-
CTUTHEIIIb 11eJH, TeOe OyIeT 00sI3aTeIbHO MaJIo, ThI OYJIeIIh CTpe-
MUTbBCSA K TOMY, YTOOBI IIOJTyYHTh €I1I€. YKPACTh, OrpaduTh, 3apa-
60tath. .. Takue MoaM HECUYACTHBI, KOO MX 1eJIb HUKOI/IA He Oy-
JIeT IOCTUTHYTA. A TI0OOBb — €€ He KyruTh. OHa He CTOUT MOHET,
OHA CTOMWT JIMIITh UICKPEHHUX YyBCTB, B3aUMHOCTH. JIIOOOBB — 3TO
cyacTtbe, 3T0 00JIe3Hb, OT KOTOPOH HET JIeKapCTBa.

— IMo MHe Tak, — 3aroBopuI JiernoHep. — JIloOOBb K JieHbram
— 3TO TOXke JIyXOBHOE OoratcTBo. He 3Hat0, Kak Thl, HO JIJIsl MEHs
JIeHbI'W Bcerja ObLTM BaskHee Bcero. 51 Obl )KeHY CBOIO MPOja U
JeTeil Toxke, eciii Obl 3HAJ, YTO KaXJIbI U3 HUX CTOUT XOTsI Obl
o TanaHty. JIloOOBb He c/IeaeT MeHsI CuacTiiuBee, a BOT JIEHbI U
— BO3MOJXHO.

APpHCTOH XOTeJ eIl YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TPECK JIOMAIOIIECsT
BETKU 3aCTaBUJI €70 HACTOPOXKUTHCS. MaKpUH BBITAIIIWI IIWJTH-
JPOOOPa3HBIN KOKAHBIH IIUT C JKEeJIC3HOM IUIITKOW MOCPENHE 1
COpATAJICA, OKUJAs1 POU CTpPelL.



— MHe Kaxercs, Mbl C TOOO! ITOJIHBIE WIUOTHI, — IIENOTOM
nporoBopry1 MakpyH 1 yOpast IuT.

Ho TyT e 00 3ToM noxasnesn. Kak Tonpko mmr ero Obut yopan
B CTOPOHY, IOpsI1liasi CTpesia MPOH3MIIA €T0 LIEI0 U JIESTUOHEDP, KO-
TOPBII MeuTaJl KOrJa-To 0 OOraTtcTBe M XOTes MPOAATh CBOIO Ce-
MBIO pPafy JAEHET, CBAJIWICA JIMLIOM B CHET. APUCTOH JJaXe He
3HaJI, KAKOW CUTHaJI HYXKHO B JIAaHHOM CUTyauuu nopgasatb. He
ycries OH c/ieNaTh ABYX IaroB, Kak Hebo craio ceeriee. Ho ato
ObLJIO OTHIO/Ib HE COJTHEYHBIN CBeT. PoW ropsmmx crpen Jieten
IIPSIMO Ha JIarepb.

— I'ayunbl! — HakoHell KpuKHYJ1 APUCTOH U PUHYJICA B Jlarepb.

Crpesibl HACTUINIM LIEJIb M BCKOpE MAaJlaTKHU YKe IMbLUIaIA BO-
BCIO, BMECTE CO CIISILIUMU JIETUOHEPAMH.

— Ha nHac Hanaym!

3areM yKe MOCbIIAICSA 3BYK TYO CO BCEX KOHIIOB Jlarepsl.
Jlernonepsbl B CUMTaHHBIE CEKYH[bI HaJIeBaJIM Ha ceOsl Jocrexu
U CTPOWIIUCH B O0eBOe mocTpoeHue. VIHble MbITaaich MOTYIIUTh
OTOHb, KOTOPbIM YHUYTOXKAJ UX KWIHILE W MTPOBUAHT. MyIbl 1
JIOIIA/IM UCITYTaHHO 3aBOIWIIY U YyTh HE pa30eKanuch. ApUCTOH
HAIIEN CBOM KOHTYpOepHUid U BCTal B cTpoid. Poii cTpern cHoBa
NoKasaJscs B Hebe.

— Tecryno! — KpukHyn ApUCTOH, caM HE OCO3HaBasi, YTO OH
TOBOPMT.

OpHako JIerMOHEpPhl MalllMHAIBHO MOBMHOBAIMCH U MOAHSAB
IIUTH HAJl TOJIOBAMH, CyMeJIM COXPaHUTh cede ku3Hu. LleHTy-
proH KpeoH xoaui B3a-BIEPEN U ABHO HEpBHUAYAIL. Bpaxeckue



JIYYHUKH OB CIIPSITAHBI BBICOKO Ha BETKAX JIEPEBLEB U HE CITyC-
KaJIMCh Ha 3eMyn0. Cpakaarch OHM HEJOCTOMHO U HE 10 ITPABU-
jam BouHbI. Ho KaxeTcs 9TU BapBapbl U MOHSTUS HE UMEJHU O
YECTH.

APHCTOH Hampsr 3peHUe U CKBO3b ILIaMs CyMes Pas3IiisiIETh
Jly4YHUKa, CUASAIIETO Ha €IU. 3aTeM OH HAIIEN U BTOPOro, U Tpe-
ThEro, B IIEJIOM — MX ObUTO Masio. Haxomumuck oHu o o6e cro-
POHBI JIarepsi U Cy/sl 0 KOJMYECTBY CTpesl — UX ObLI0 He OO0Jb-
1€ MATU AECATKOB. APUCTOH YBUAEJ, KaK JIyYHUK HATSATUBAET
TETUBY U LIEJIUTCS MPAMO B IEHTYprOoHA KpeoHa, KOTOpbIN € ero
MOTIEPEYHBIM IpeOHeM CUMBOJIM3UPOBa MullieHb. KOHoIa BbI-
TallWJI CBOU MUJIYM U BBIIISI U3 CTPOS], IPULIEUBILINCH, METHYJI
CBOW APOTUK MPSMO BO BPAKECKOro JiyyHuKa. JIyuyHuK yman c
BETKH, YTO T'OBOPWJIO O pe3ysbrare. 3aTeM, B3sB IAIYM Y CTO-
SIINETO PSIOM JIETUOHEPA, APUCTOH, HE Tepsisi HU MUHYThI, MET-
HYJI KOIIbE BTOPOM pa3. MruoBeHue u BapBap MEPTB. ['paj cTpen
YCUIIWJICSI, TOJIbKO TeTepb BCE CTPENsIM B APUCTOHA, TBITASICh
YCTPAHUTD €r0. APUCTOH MPUKPBUICA IIUTOM Y MEJIEHHBIM I11a-
rom goopajicsi 10 MEPTBOTO JyYHUKA. B3sB JIyK U CTpesibl, OH,
HE BBbIXO/IS U3 CHEra, HaTSAHYJ TETUBY U IPULIEJIMBIINCH, BHICTPE-
JIWJ B TPETHETO JIyYHHKA. Jlarepp TeM BpeMeEHEM BCE €IIE rOpet.
PumcKkre TyYHUKH U KEJIbTCKUE COIO3HMKM YK€ YCIeNM yCTpa-
HUTh TIOJIOBUHY BPaXECKUX JIYYHHKOB, a TSIKEIasl MeXoTa TeM
BpPEMEHEM IThITAIACh XOTb KAK-TO 3aIlIUTUTD ceOsl U Jlarepb.

ApUCTOH OBICTPBIM JBUXEHUEM PYKU HATSATUBAT TETUBY Bap-
BapCKOTrO JIyKa ¥ JIOBKO W30aBJISUICA OT JIYYHUKOB, CHJISIIIIUX



Ha JIEPEBbsIX, U BCKOPE OHU CTAJIM MOCTENEeHHO ucye3arb. Kak,
BIIpoYeM, U Bceraa. [louyBCTBOBaB, UYTO OHU TEPIAT MOPaKEHUE
OHU TYT ke cOerayu. Cyjisi 1o BCeMy, MX LIeJIbI0 ObUIO YCTPAHUTD
KaK MOKHO OOJIbIIIe pUMJISIH Y3K€ 110 JOPOTe, YTOObI BCTPETUTHCS
Ha 1oJ1e OpaHu JIUIIb C OCTATKaMHU JIETUOHA.

[MousB, yto OOV OKOHYEH, APUCTOH OTOPOCHII JIYK M Havall
WCKaTh CBOU JIPOTUK U IPOTHUK JIETUOHEPA, Y KOTOPOTO OH €ro To-
3auMCTBOBAJI. Jlarepp yke MOTYHIMIU, K CYACThIO CHEr ObLI I0-
OMM30CTH, MHAYe OH OBbI cropesl. APUCTOH HAIIEN TOrO JISTHOHe-
pa, Y KOTOPOTrO OH B3sLJT MAJIYM U OT/AaB €ro, HEOXKUIAHHO BCTPe-
THJICS JIUIIOM K JIMITY C IIeHTyproHoM KpeoHoM. ApucToH mpu-
KPBbLJT JIMIO U XOTeJ YWUTH, HO KpeoH ocTaHOBUII €ro.

— Tol cnac MHe %u3Hb, — ckazail KpeoH. — [ ie Tl Hayuniics
TaK MEeTaTh KOMbsi? § 3HAJ JIUIIIb OIHOTO YEIOBEKa, KOTOPBIA MOT
TIOTIACTD B 1IEJIb C PACCTOSIHUSL BOCBMUAECSTA METPOB.

APpHCTOH He 3HaJjl, 4To OTBETUTh. Eciiv OH ceituac mofiHUMET
raza, To Kpeon 1yt ke y3Haer ero. [loatomy emy HuuYero He
OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK CTOSITh U CKPOMHO CMOTPETh BHU3.

— Kak te0s 30ByT, ternonep? — Cripocusn Kpeow.

ApHUCTOH MOTUal.

— To1 yTO HEMOI1?

Kpeon naumnan 3muteest. OH He mooun xaathk. [lenTypron
TIOZIOMIEN OJTMKE Y HAKJIOHUBIIIKCH, CXBATUI APHCTOHA 32 TIPe/I-
TIeYbe.

— [Noganmu r1a3a, Korjaa ¢ ToOoi pa3roBapuBaeT TBOM KOMaH-
JIIp, — MPOLIETUIT CKBO3b 3yObl KpeoH. OH TeprieTh He Mor, Koraa



BMECTO OTBETA €My OTBEYAIM MOJTYaHUEM.

APpUCTOH TIOHsIJI, YTO OOJBIIIE HE CMOXET CKpbIBaThcs. OH
TIO/IHAJI [VIa3a U B cBeTe (pakesioB yBuaes anno Kpeona. [Tocmor-
PEB Ha 111eM, APUCTOH YBUJEJ B HEM CBOE OTPaXEHHE U MOHSIII,
KaK DIymno cevyac BeiisianT. Jluiio KpeoHa Obl10 UCKPHUBIIEHO B
CYpOBOM I'pUMace, HO MPUIIYPUBIIUCH U Y3HaB, KTO NEpe]l HUM
CTOMT, UEHTYPUOH TYT K€ OTITYCTHJI IOHOIILY.

— Apucrton? — YausnéHHo nporosopui Kpeon, cxsarusiinch
3a royioBy. — Uto...Yt0 ThI 31€CH Nenaeis? [1a3am He Bepio!

— IIpoctu, Kpeon, — orBetun Apucron. — [Ipomry te6s1, He
rOBOpY HUYEro umreparopy. OH He JOJIKEH HUYEro 3HaTb.

— Ho oH BcE paBHO paHO WM MO3JHO y3HAeT. APUCTOH — Thl
ryneil. 3a4eM Thl Momen BMecte ¢ Hamu? Thl ke BUAMIID, Kak
3[IECh OMACHO. Thl JOIKEH BEpHYThCA !

Kpeon Opocusi ApucToHa CTOSITh HA MECTe M HaIpaBWICS
OBICTPBIM IIATOM K UMIIEPATOpy, KOTOPBIN HAXOAUJICS HETIOAANIE-
Ky. APHUCTOH PUHYJICS 32 HUM UM HarHaB, CXBaTWJI €r0 3a TyHU-
Ky, IIBITasICh OCTAaHOBUTB. KpeoH OTAEPHYN TKaHb CBOEH TYHUKHU
K ceOe U 3amarai eme ObicTpee, MoUTH 0eroM. ApUCTOH TOXe
YCKOPUJICS U TYT €r0 OCEHWUJIO.

— Kpeon! Croit! Eciu eI pacckaskerb uMrepatopy 000 MHe,
TO 51 pacckaxy o ciydae Ha Kudepe!

LleHTyproH nepecTai UATH U OCTaHOBUJICA Ha Mecte. OH 1o-
HslJI, O KAKOM CJly4yae

ropopus1 ApuctoH. Ecii ummniepatop y3Haet 00 3ToM, TO ero
penyTanyy MpuAET KOHEI, 100 MYKeJIOKCTBO Kapajioch CMEpT-



HOM Ka3HblO B psAjax JernoHa. KpeoH pasBepHyscs Haszal U
HEMHOTO IT0lyMaB, MaxHyJI Ha ApPACTOHA PyKOM.

— TonpKo Bripedb Thl OyIelIb AEPKAThCS PSAJOM CO MHOM, —
ckazast KpeoH. — {1 He xouy, 4TOOBI Tl MOCTPAJAL.

— He noHs1, 310 KOMY el1€ HyKHO Aepxkarbcs paaom? — [lepe-
CIPOCUJI APUCTOH U YCMEXHYJICS, BCIOMHUB IIPO JIyYHHUKA, L1e-
nmusiuerocsi B Kpeona. — Moxer, Te6e?

— OH Obl BCE paBHO B MEHs He IoMaJl, KJISHYCh CaHJTUAMU
Mepkypusi.

— Hy-Hy, — eXxuJHO OTBETMJI APUCTOH U PACCMESICA.

YIuBUTENBHO, HO HECMOTPA HA TO, YTO APHUCTOH TOJBKO YTO
yOUJT HECKOJIBKHX UeJIOBEK, eMy ObLI0 Becesio. OTTOro Jiu, 4To OH
ObLJT HAKOHEI MOJIE3eH, MM ObITh MOXET, BCTPETUJICS C POIHBIM
YeJIOBEKOM M YK€ He UyBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 UyKMM? APHCTOH HE MOT
OTBETUTh HA ITOT BOIIPOC, OAHAKO YYBCTBO TPEBOI'M BCE €UIE HE
JABaJIO EMY IIOKOs1, IPUYUHY KOTOPOW OH HE 3HAJL.

Kok

IMocTpagano B 1eI0M HeOOJIbIIOE KOTMYECTBO PUMCKUX BOH-
HOB, a U3 YOUTHIX OBUIO BCErO TPOe ayKCHIIApHeB20* (BKITIOYAs
MakpurHa) ¥ TO KX CMEPTb HACTYIIHJIA TI0 KX K€ MIyHnocTu. B 00-
IIEM, MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO MOTEPh YIAIOCh U30EKAT.

Ha crienymoriee yTpo, KOTOPOE, BIIPOYEM, HACTYITAIIO JOBOJIb-

26 * BeniomorareibHble BOiicKa



HO-TaKH CKOPO, PUMJISTHE CHOBA IBUHYJIUCH B ITyTh. APUCTOH OT-
KazaJicsl UITH psAaoM ¢ KpeoHOM, KOTOpBI HACTauBas, YTOOBI
IOHOIIIa HE OTXOJWJI OT HEr0. APUCTOH yiKe HAIIIENI CBOM MUHU-OT-
psll ¥ MOKUAATh €ro oH He codupaiics. Ero yxe ycnenu 3xech
NOMIOOUTD U TIOIPYKUTHCS, BCE 3HAM, YTO MPOIILJION HOUBIO OH
criac XW3Hb IIEHTYpUOHY. Ero MeTkocTh 00CY:Xaau BO BCeX psi-
JIax, CIIyXW PacrpoCTPaHWINCh TaK OBICTPO, YTO BCKOPE JIOLLIH
U JI0 UMIIeparopa.

SOMUIMNA XOTEN JIMYHO TO3HAKOMUTHCS C I0HBIM TepoeM, HO
HeHTypuoH KpeoH cymesn OTroBOpUTH €ro.

Hopora anunach yxe Hefeso. 3a 3T0 BpeMsi Ha HUX TPHOKIbI
HAara aau ¥ Kak/Ipli pa3 JIeJiaiv 3TO MPY MOMOIIY 3aCaIbl U M0-
clie rcue3any OeccieiHo, He BBIXOMs Ha paBHbIid Oou. [TocTyna-
JIM, KaK UCTUHHBIE TPYCHI, TIO cJI0BaM puMIIsiH. OHAKO HA YeT-
BEPTHIN JIeHb HUKAKUX 3acajl U HaOeroB He MPOMCXOAUJIO, YTO
ObLJIO BeCchbMa MOI03pUTENbHO. Bekope puMcKue BoWcKa HaKOHeI
BBIILIM U3 TEMHOTO Jieca Ha Oenyio onymiky. CHer nmajai ¢ Heba
JIETKUMU XJIOTIbSIMU U CJIETKA KPYKUJICS O] CUJIo BeTpa. Bripo-
4yeM, BCe yxke MPUBBIKIIU K HEMY, U OH YK€ HE BbI3bIBAJ MIPEKHUX
HeraTUBHbIX SMOIIMI. Briepeau nmpocTupanich MOIobie HEBbICO-
K1e JIepeBbsl, CJIeBa U C3a/I1 HAXOIUIICS BCE TOT ke JieC, a CripaBa
HeOOJIBITIOE 03€PO, CJIerKa MOKPHITOE TOHKON KOPOYKOH JIbJa.

Jion pemwiy 3anoNHUATE MyCThle (MIISKKM YMCTOM BOJOM,
BMECTO CHETOBOW. APUCTOH TOXe MOCJIEIOBAJT BCIIE]] 32 PUMJIS-
Hamu. CoBceM PsIIOM OH 3aMETHJI JIOIIA el TPETOPUAHIIEB U M-
neparopa. Mmriepatop Boccenan Ha O€IOCHEKHOM KOHE U UTO—



TO OJKUBJIEHHO OOCYK/IaJI C KOHCYJIAMH. DTH JIHU Ka3aJIuCh ApH-
croHy rogoM. OH Tak COCKYYWICS MO DMWIUIO, YTO XOTEJIOCh
OpocuTh BCE U MOTOBOPUTH ¢ HUM. Belb OH ¢ HUM Jla)ke He To-
MpoIIAJICs, OCTaBUB 3alMCKy Ha Jioke. Kak oTpearpoBan AB-
ryct? Emy ObLJ10, HaBepHOE, HEMTPUSTHO, BE/lb OH XOTeJ Ha MPO-
IIaHWe 3aKJIIOUUTh APUCTOHA B KPETKKMe OOBSITUS TaK, KaK OH
ymen. U ceituac, BOBMOXKXHO, JyMaeT O HEM, Kak APHUCTOH Jlyma-
eT o umneparope. OgHAKO, 3TO OB BCETO JIUIIIb MYCThIE pa3-
MBIITUIEHUS, B JIEHCTBUTEIILHOCTH MMITEPATOp JABHO OTOPOCHII
BCE MBICTIH 00 APUCTOHE, ¥ €T0 TOJIoBa ObLIa 3aHATA TOJIBKO BOM-
HoW. OH XOueT C/aBbl, 7151 Hero 31o urpa. OH COBEPIIEHHO He
JyMaeT o cosijarax. Bripouem, HaxosiCh BMECTe ¢ HUM, BOMHbI U
BITPaBIy YyBCTBOBaIU ceOs1 yBepeHHee. Korna psaom moOuMbiii
MIPaBUTEJb HE CTPAIITHA JaKe caMasi CMEPTb.

[opoiinst coBceM BIUIOTHYIO, APUCTOH MPUCTYIIANCS K pa3-
rOBODY.

— 41 Bpe3xkao B PuM Ha 30710TOM KOJIECHUIIE, — TOBOPHII UM-
nepaTop, KeCTUKYIUpys. — A c3a1y MeHs elleT BOX[b B Jiepe-
BSIHHOW KJieTKe. JItoam OpocaioT B Hero rHUJIbIe OBOIIH, a B MEHS
Jenectku po3. U s ey, Takol KpacUBBIU, C 30JI0TOM JIUAJEMON
Ha roJIoBe.

— Tak u Oyzer, Baille aBryCTUIIIeCTBO, — OTBEYAJI IIEPBBIN KOH-
CyJL.

Nwmniepatop 1 BripaBay JyMaeT TOJIbKO 0 cBoel ciaBe. C Kax-
JbIM Pa30M APHUCTOH YIMBJISICS HOBBIM UEPTaM XapakTepa UM-
nepaTopa, KOTOpble OTKPHIBAIUCH ISl HEero. Beixoaut, umrie-



paTtop He TaKOM yX M MIEaJbHBbIM, KaK Aymall MepBOHAYAIb-
HO APHUCTOH. DTO rOUCTUYHBIN, THIECIABHBIA, BBICOKOMEPHBIN
MIPaBUTEJb, KOTOPBIH )KUBET OYIYIIIMM U COBEPIIIEHHO HE TymMaeT
o nocneacTeusax. Cierka pazoyapoBaBUIMCh B Apyre, ApUCTOH
B3JIOXHYJL.

OnycTus cBOIO (PIISKKY B JIEAAHYIO BOAY, APUCTOH 3aMETHII
psiioM ¢ coboit myteBoauTesst Amaprena. OH cHJIeNl Ha KOPTOY-
Kax W MWI U3 JIaJoHel. Y Hero u BIpaBy ObUIO YEThIpe Majib-
11a. TO JIeJIajIo ero el OMep3uTesibHee. 3AaKOHUMB MMUTh, OH MO-
cMoTpet Ha ApuctoHa u 3amep. Ero nuio 6pU10 TOKPBITO CHHK-
MU TaTyMPOBKAMM, CEPbIE, TPO3PAYHBIE [JIa3a, KAa3aJ10Ch, CMOT-
peJu psAMO B 1y1ly. APUCTOH OTBEPHYJICS OT HETO U MOCTIEIINIT
yiti. OT 3TOro B3IVIsSi/Ia CTAHOBWIIOCH HE TIO ce0e. DTOT KeNbT
OBbLT MTOXOX HA JEMOHA VT 3JI0TO JIyXa.

IOHoma HaEn cBOMX Opy3el U HalpaBuics K HUM, BCE Bpe-
Ms OIVISIABIBASICh HA3a]] U UyBCTBYS UTO-TO HEJIATHOE.

— CrpatiHas poxa y Hero, npasja? — CJIOBHO IPOYUTAB MBbIC-
qm, cipocwit FOHu.

— MHe kaxertcsi, 3TOMy KeJIbTY HeJb3sl TIOBEPSITh, — MPEATIO-
JIOKWJT APUCTOH.

OH cHOBa NOCMOTpEN B CTOPOHY AMapreHa, HO TaM €ro yxe
He ObUTO0. JlernoHephl, KOTOpble HAXOMWIMCH Y 03epa ¥ ITOMJIH JIO-
1IaJief, CTajIu O3UPAThCS BOKPYT.

— Yro y Hux npousouuio? — Cripocusn ApHUCTOH.

OH noyromén 6JIvKe U yCIIbIIIAT:

— AmapreH ucues!



— Coto3Hble Boiicka KenabToB Toxke! — Ckaszasl BTOpoy rofoc.

Jlernonepel HepBHUYAIIN.

— Heyxenu Hac npegaym? — [Ipomenrtan ApUCTOH.

PeB Ty0 obopBas ero. OgHaKo 3TO ObUIM HE PUMCKHUE TYOBI, a
qykue. 3BYK UX ObLT TSKENBIM U XKYTKUM. 3aTeM eIlE U elrg. . .
Bckope 3TOT yKacHBIM 3ByK JOHOCWIICS CO BCEX CTOPOH. ApH-
CTOH MOCMOTpEN B CTOpPOHY mmriepartopa. OH yBuzes, Kak JIo-
ab DMUIMS He CIYIIAeTCsl er0 U HOPOBUT COPOCUTH C Cellia.
Sra MeJoaus Myrajia axe )KMBOTHBIX. B HeOe nmokasanach 4ép-
Hasl Ty4a, JIETAIIUX U KPUYalxX BOPOH.

PumisiHe Hayanu mepecTpavMBaThCs B IIAXMAaTHOM TOpSIIKE
10 MpHUKa3y LEeHTYpHoHOB. Cyas Mo BCeEMY, PSAAOM HaXOAWUJICSH
Bpar. CrpynnupoBaBIIXCh, BOUHBI OIIETUHUIUCH U KIAJIU, YTO
MPOU3OUIET AJIbIIIE.

ViMniepaTop HaxoAnJICs 10331 BOWCKA U CMOTpeN Baaib. Pe
TyO MpeKpaTUICs U HACTYIWIIA Ha BpeMsi THeTyIas TullinHa. Bee
CMOTpENIM BHEpEN, HO CIeOBaNIO OOEPHYTHCS Hazal. ApUCTOH
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK IOJ €ro Horamu Tpscercs 3emid. OH pas-
BEPHYJICS U YBUJIEJ, KaK U3 Jieca YTO-TO HECETCs Ha OellleHHOM
CKOPOCTH B X CTOPOHY. DTO YTO-TO M3/1aBaJI0 3BEPUHBIE 3BYKHU.
3TO YTO-TO OBLJIO OTPOMHBIM CTaJIOM AUKHUX KUBOTHBIX. . .

— Hazan! — Kpuknyn ApucroH. — Pa3sepaurtecs Hazan!

[Toka jiernoHepsbl NbITATUCh MOHATD, YTO MTPOUCXOIUT, CTAT0
yke HacTUIIo ux. ViMnepaTtop efBa Jin ycresa pa3BEPHYTh CBOIO
JIOIIa b U OTbEXATh B CTOPOHY BMECTE C MpeTopraHuamu. Mej-
BEIIW, BOJIKH, JIOCH, MYJIbl, BENIPU U JIaXKe OBIKM — HECIIHCh Tpsi-



MO Ha PUMCKHMX BOMHOB. APUCTOH BBICTABWUJI BIIEPE] CBOU IIUT
v HanpArca. Ero npumepy nocienosaim OCTaIbHbIE.

— Tecryno! — CkomangoBan ApuctoH. — [Tunymel Biepén!

Ceillyac MX MOCTPOEHHUE HATIOMUHAJIO TPEYECcKoe. APUCTOH
YHTaI OXO/Bl AJleKcaHipa MakeIoHCKOTO U 3HAJT TAKTHUKY OOsl.
JpOTHKH, K COXKaTEHHIO, KOPOUEe IPEUECKIX, OOHAKMIIN CO BCEX
CTOPOH M ceiuac MX «depernaxa» HaroMUHaJIa OrPOMHOIO /M-
koOpasa. KMBOTHbIE HACTUTIM PUMJISIH M Havajlu CIIuOaTh UX
psizel, 0Opa3oBbiBasi Operib. [IapHOKOIIBITHBIE 3alpPBITHY/IM Ha
KPBIIITY U3 IIIATOB U TYT e ObUTM YOUTHI. BOJKY MbITATUCH TIPO-
TUCHYTbCS BIIEPE]L U TPBI3JIU AEPEBO KoUK, Te, KTO He ycIel re-
pecTpouthcsi, OblIM YOUTHI U paHeHbl. TOMbKO I71aBHasi KOropra
npojokana aepxarb crpoil. Bckope nockinanuck crpensl. Ho
9TO OBUIM HE PUMCKHE CTPEJbl, a BparoB. Kak u Toi HOUbIO, Bpa-
’KECKHE JTyYHUKH 3aJI€3JIU Ha IEPEBbS U OCTABAJINCh HEYSI3BUMBI-
MU. 3aTeM MOCbIIIAICSA TOBTOPHBIM, YK€ 3HAKOMBIN, PEB Bpa-
KECKUX TpyOayeil U cO BCeX CTOPOH MOKA3ATUCH KEJIbTHI.

ThIcSIYM BOMHOB, OJETHIX B IIKYPbI JKUBOTHBIX, KTO Ha JIOIIA-
J5X, @ KTO MElIMMHU, IBUTAIUCh B CTOPOHY CPAKaBIIMXCS C JIU-
KMMM )KMBOTHBIMU pUMJIsIH. OHU nornaiu B J10BYHIKY. Celuac ux
3aKPOIOT CO BCEX CTOPOH B OIPOMHOE Kape.

— Apucron! — Iocmeimancs ronoc Kpeona.

ApPHUCTOH HavyaJl UCKATh LIEHTYPUOHA, HO HUTJIE HE BUJIE.

— Apucron! — CHoBa nocsiaiics rojioc. — Croaa!

Hacnepnuk ocraBun OHMS 1 peOST OAHUX U TBITAJICS MPO-
TUCHYTBCA BIEPEN. Boliinsa u3 noctpoeHns, ApUCTOH cervac Ka-



3aJICS1 OTVIMYHON MUIIEHBIO 1151 TyYHUKOB. OH 3aMeTWJI JIola/ib
umreparopa u nperopuaniieB. Tam b1 KBuHT 1 KoHCYbL Cyast
110 BCEMY, OHU YXOAMJIH.

— Apucton! — Ckazan KpeoH. OH cXBaTuJI I0HOITY 32 IUIEYO U
MPOJIOJIKUJL: — YXO[IM BMECTE C UMIIEPATOPOM U MPETOpUAHIIAMH !
Beictpo!

— Hert! I Te6s He 6ponry!

— 910 npukas!

Kpeon xorten eme 4ro-1o cKaszarb, HO CTpeJia, BBITYILIEHHAS
KeJIbTOM, 3acTaBuiia ero 3amondars. Hascerga. LlenTypuoH no-
CMOTpeJ1 Ha APUCTOHA, MBICJIEHHO MPOCS MPOIIEHUS, U CBAJINII-
Csl BHU3.

— Kpeon! — Kpuknyn ApucroH.

OH XOTeJ OTTAIIUTh €ro TeJio, HO OBUIO CIMIIKOM omacHo. K
TOMY e HY)XHO OBLIIO B35ITh Ha ceOs1 KOMaHIOBaHHUE IIEHTYpHEH.
OH cHOBa BCTaJl B CTPOM, OIHAKO CTOSIJI OH Cerlvac yKe BIepeIu.
OOHaXUB Me4, OH KPUKHYIT:

— [IpuroroButs munymst! [lmu!

Poi1 1poTrKoB 3aTMUI cepoe HeOOo 1 OOpyIUIICs Ha Oeryiiee
Bpakeckoe BOMCKO. Te, KTo ObLT Ha JIOIIAa 1, CBAIMJICS BHUS.

— O6naxuth meun! B ataky!

PumiisiHe Me[IJIeHHBIM I11arOM HANPAaBUJIMCh HABCTPEUY KpH-
YalM BapBapoM, KOTOPbIE HECIIUCh B X CTOPOHY, JiepKa Ha Be-
cy opyxue. B To BpeMs kak pumiisiHe HUKYa He cnetnin. Cu-
JIbl Ha OeT OHU He COOMPAJTUCh PacXo0BaTh. BCTpeTHBINUCH, Te-
peaHe MUTH ObUTH BBITAIIIEHB HAPYKY, 3aIUINAsT TEX, KTO Ha-



xomuics c3aan. OrpoMHBIN BapBap, ¢ 3eJIEHBIM JIMIIOM, TIOOEsKaT
B CTOPOHY APHUCTOHA U TYT K€ MOJIYYUJI yAap B IPy/Ab IIUIIKON
nmra. [lomHsBIIMCH, BapBap 3apeBes Kak KUBOTHOE. APHUCTOH
HaHEC OBICTPBIN KOMIOIIUI yaap 1 3apyou ero Ha Mecte. KpoBb
yourtoro nonana ApuctoHy Ha juio. Ho 1oHoma He oOpatiit Ha
9TO0 BHUMaHKe. Briepe iy ObLIO e111é MHOTO KeJIbTOB, KOTOPhIE eEMY
MPEJCTOSIIO JIUIIUTH KU3HU.

— Apucron! — Iocneimancs ronoc c3aau. 1o o1 FOHMIA. —
Kak mymaeninb, modeaum?

— A 11 coMHeBaelbesa? — Cripocust ApUCTOH, TBITAsICh MOMI-
6omputh Boricko. — KoneuHo nodeaum! 3a umrneparopa!

— 3a umneparopa! 3a nmmnepuio!

Bckope 1ieHTypHst Havasia MOCTENEHHO pacnaiaTbCsl, U pUM-
JISIHE CPaXXaJIUCh B OIMHOYKY. APUCTOH cpaxaiics psaaoM ¢ fOun-
eM. 3anax (peKajauil, KpOBU U N0Ta KPYKWJI rosoBy. Myiisl JaBHO
paz0exanuch B pa3Hbl CTOPOHBL. Pyku 6onenu u qposkaitu ot Oec-
KOHEYHBIX yIapoB. BapBapoB Ka3aoch CTAaHOBMIJIOCH BCE OOJTb-
1re u 6oJbIle, a pUMJISTH BCE MEHbIIIe U MeHbIIe. Bripouewm, Tak
TOJILKO Ka3aJIoCh. B JIeHCTBUTEILHOCTH CHJIBI X OBLITM PaBHBI.

Bc€ nanomunano 6utBy B TeBTOOYpCcKOM Jiecy, Koraa Jieru-
oH OkrtaBuaHa ABrycra ObLJT OTHOCTBIO Mepepe3aH BPpaKeCKUMU
BOMCKAMH.

Vimniepatop TaBHO OCTaBWJI CBOH JIETMOH, OPOCUB PUMJISTH Ha
NIPOU3BOJ CyAbObl. A elE XOTeNn ClaBbl. .. 3Has1, YTo aBrycT coe-
KaJl, pUMJISIHE YNAIU JYXOM U YK€ HE CPaXasucCh C MPEKHUM
9HTYy3ra3MoM. [loep:kku COBEpIIeHHO He ObLIO.



— Nmneparop! — [Mocnbimanuck ronoca.

ApuCTOH OOepHYJICS Ha3aa W YJIsiOHYcsA. Mimmepatop BO3-
Bpaaics. [Ipuuém He oguH. BMecTe ¢ HUM HaXOIUJIMCh ABE aJIbl
PUMCKHUX U Ha yAuBJIeHUe OPUTTCKUX KaBaJIE€PUCTOB, KOTOPbIS
BO IJIaBE C UMIIEPATOPOM MPUOBUIA HA TIOMOIIb. 3HAYUT, BOX b
ApayH He ripenan ux. X crano 0osbliie, HAMHOTO Oosbiiie. Apu-
CTOH OTOUIEN Ha3a/l, MPOIyCKasl KaBaJepuCTOB BIEPE.

— Age ne3apn! — Kpuknyn FOnuii.

— ABe! — IloBrOopui ApucToH.

— Cmorpure! Opén!

ApucroH 1 OHMI1 BMecTe NOAHSIIN I1a3a ¥ IOCMOTPEN Ha
cepoe He0o. OrpomHasi NMTHUIIA, KOTOpasi ObUIa CUMBOJIOM PUM-
CKOT0 JIETHOHA, TpoJieTesia HaJl TOJIOBAaMH JIETHOHEPOB. DTO ObLI
JOOPBI 3HAK.

— Apucron, c3agu! — Ipenynpenun FOHmit.

FOHoma nmocMoTpen Ha3al U YBUJIEN HECYIIerocsi B ero cTo-
POHY Bpakeckoro BcajiHuKa. OH MOAHSUT ¢ 3eMJIU OKPOBABJICH-
HOE KOIMbE U METHYJI €ro B TeJIO BcaJHUKA. BcagHuk cBanwics,
a JIOUIaJb UCIYTaHHO TMOAHSUIACh HA JbIOBI. APUCTOH MOJOIIEN
K JIOIAM U yCTOKoW e€, mornaxusas o mopae. Ilocne yero
BCTAJI Ha CTpeMeHa M oce/yiai. 3ameTuB (pUrypy Jierara Ha Ko-
He, AprCTOH HacTtopoxwics. Jlerar Obut B Oene. YerBepo Bap-
BapOB HOPOBWJIM 3apyOUTh €r0 JIoNIaab. APUCTOH, HE Tepsisl HU
MUHYTHI IOCKaKaJl B €ro CTOpoHy. Jlerar yinapui cBoero KOHs B
OOKU 1 HarpaBuJcs B Jiec. PsiioM Haxoaumcs BpakecKuid Bcajl-
HUK. APUCTOH exaJl c3a/ld HUX W HAarHaB, BOH3WJI CBOW MUJIYM



B I'py/b KejbTa. Jlerat 0CTaHOBUII CBOIO JIOMIAb U ciie3. BHu3y
HAXOJWJIMCh BapBaphl, KOTOPbIE TYT ke HAOPOCUJIMCh Ha HETO,
CJIOBHO Mapa3uThl HA OTKPHITYIO paHy. APUCTOH TaKKe CITyCTHII-
csl ¢ ceia 1 Havaus nomoratk. Kora Bce Obutn 3apyOiieHsl, Jierat
MOCMOTpEJ1 Ha APUCTOHA U HPUIILY PUJICS.

— I'ne-to s Te0s1 yxe BUIEN, — cKas3al Jierar, TSHKeJIo JIbIIA.

— Ma 51, — 3aMaMT ApUCTOH.

Jlerat Jlynuin Kanun He pa3 BUes Haclie/IHMKA MTPECToJia.

VBUEB, KaK JIyUHUK 1IEJIUTCS B CIIMHY JieraTa, ApUCTOH CXBa-
THJI JIeTaTa 3a TJIeYd U YTO eCTh MOYM, OTOPOCHII €T0 Ha 3eMJTIO.
OpHako JTyYHHK BCE ke ycrien BeicTpenuTh. Ho crpena momnana
He B Jierara, a B ApuUcToHa. [JIpeBKo ¢ nepbsiMu Ha KOHLIE TOpYaJl
B IUIeYe IOHOIIM. JleraTr BbITAlllMI KUHKaJI U3 HOXKEH U METHYB
€ro B CTOPOHY JIyYHHKA, MOMaI OpsMO B 1ieib. JIyyHUK ynan B
cHer, Oe3 IBVKEHMUS.

APpHCTOH BBITALWII U3 I1JIeYa CTPEITy U B3BbLIL.

— Tt kak? Cmoxenb uaTu? — Cnpocusn Jyerar.

— Pazymeercs1, — orBeT1 ApuctoH, cxaB 3yOsl. — He Gecrio-
KOUTeCh, cTpesa eiBa Jiu 3ajena Koxy. EpyHna.

— Cnasa 6oram, — mporoBopwi jieratr. — Criacu6o tede, Jieru-
onep. U mipormaid. S goymkeH ObITh C BOUCKOM.

Jlerar JIynui1 cHOBa oceaian CBOIO JIOIIAAb U pa3BEpPHYB, pU-
HYyJICs 0OpaTHO Ha OpeMsi BoiHBI. KenbThl mpourpsiBaii. MHO-
TMe U3 HUX Je3epTUPOBAIM C MOJIst 00s1 U CKPBUIUCh. APUCTOH
YIOBJIETBOPEHHO YIIBIOHYJICS. MIMIiepaTop BOMCTHHY 3aCITyKUBa-
et Tpuymd. Ecm 661 He oH, AprcToH ObLT OBI ceifuac, ckopee



BCEro, MEPTB.

ApuCTOH cobupaics yxe OTIPaBUTHCS Ha3al, HO Tepes I1a-
3aMHM HEOXXUAAHHO MOSBWICA KesqbT AmapreH. BapBap crosin
BIIEPEN M CMOTpEJl HA HEro. ApUCTOH XOTEeJ BBITAIlMTh MEY,
HO YTO-TO OOJIHO YApHJIO €ro IO roJIOBE, M OH IMPOBAJIWJIICS BO
TbMY.

&gk

Kpeon cmompen na Apucmona u ne mopean. Ezo 2naza oviau
Oenvimuy, AUMEHHblE céema, AMUénHble Jdcusnu. M3 2pyou mop-
uana okposaenenHas cmpena. Bokpye none, noxodicee na eaucelii-
cKoe. 3010mas nueruya wekomana 2oavie pyku u Hoau. Cmpamn-
HO, NOOYMAN 8 IMOM MOMeHm ApUcmoH, Kyoa oeacs 6eco cHee?
3amem nosisuacs umnepamop. OH exan 6epxom Ha OEAOCHENCHOM
KOHE 8 BeAUKONENHBIX 30A0MbIX 00CNeXax U Obli NOXO0JHC BOUC-
muny Ha Ooza. B conneurom ceeme ezo winem ¢ 8bicokum 2peo-
HeM C6EMUNCS. HACMOAbKO, YMO KA3AA0Ch, C3A0U He20 HAXOOU-
csl conHeunslli Ouck, opeon, kak y Ieauoca.

ApucToH OTKpbUI IMa3a. [llekold OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI MOKPBII
CHET, KOTOPbIM pacTasiy nof HuM. beuto TemHO. ApHCTOHY Ka3a-
JIOCh, 4TO OH BCE ewe cnut. Ho crycrst HekoTtopoe Bpems, Io-
CTEeNeHHO HayaJl IPUXoauTh B ceds. ['ooBa 6osena, miedo Toxe.
OH ceJt Ha 3eMJTI0 U aKKYpaTHO CH:JI nuieM. Ero KyapsiBbie BOJIO-
CBbI PUJIMITUIY K TOJIOBE U OBLTH KECTKMMHU B TOM MECTe, Ky/a Ha-
HECI yAap. YAapuIH ero I0BOJIBbHO CUIIbHO. I00 KpoBU BHYTpHU



uieMa 1 Ha rojioBe Obu1o MHOTO. CKOJIBKO OH 371€Ch MPOJieKa?
OH He Mor OTBETUTH Ha 3TOT Borpoc. Ho yxe ycreno creMHeTs.

3acTerHyB peMelloK Ha IieMe, ApUCTOH NOIBITAICS BCTATh,
noMorasi 370poBoi pyKoi. bosbHast pyka mysnbcupoBaia ot 00-
JI ¥ TIOCJIE KaKA0ro BUXeHUs1 KpoBoToumia. [lonHsBiMcy Ha
HOI'M, TOJIOBA 3aKPYKWJIach U APUCTOH 4yTh He ynaa. OpHako
OH BCE K€ YCIIeJI COXPAHUTh paBHOBecHE. MeJIEeHHBIM II1aromM
OH M0CJIEIOBAJI B CTOPOHY TOJI#, Ti€ POU30LIUIO CpaxeHue. Yem
Omke TpUOJIMKasiCh, TEM CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE CBETJIEE U CBETIIEe.
Bckope ApUCTOH MOYYBCTBOBAJI PE3KMM 3arlax rOPEIOH IJIOTH.
HecKkobKo OrpOMHBIX KOCTPOB OBbLITH PaCHoJIOKEHBI Ha MOJIE, KO-
TOpBIE, BIIpOYEM, yke goropayid. M3 kuBBIX 3[1eCh ObLIT TOJIBKO
APpHCTOH, OCTaJIbHBIE TIOKUHYJIH TI0JIe OpaHU U TBUHYJIUCH JAJTb-
me. Heyxem onn 6pocuim ero? Heyxenu 3a6bumn? ApHcTOH
BCHIOMHMJI Jiviio KpeoHa 1 He Mor oBepuTh, 4To ero yowm. OH
ObLT €TUHCTBEHHBIM POJIHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIH 3aMEHSIT MY
otua. EqMHCTBEHHBIM KU(PEPUHSAHUHOM U YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIN
3HaJI ero poxuteseid. Ho 6oru oTHsM U ero.

N3 m1a3 notekym ciespl, XOTEJOCh YNACTh B CHET U IUIAKATh.
Ho HykHO ObUIO HAWTH OCTaBIlIeecst BOMCKO UMIIepaTopa u Mpu-
COeAVHUThCSI K Hemy. [Ipoiiasi HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB, HOYb CTasa
ele TeMHee U APUCTOH INOTEPsUI paBHOBECHE, CBAJIMBIINCH HA
3emmio. Cuit He OBITIO coBepIIeHHO. [0/1oBa KpyKMiach, Miedo
kpoBoToumsio. Ero nuxopaauno. [lepen B3opoM Hauyaiau MosiB-
JAThCSI 0Opa3bl IUKKX KUBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIE CErOHS Harald Ha
Hux. Kaszanock, 4To KTO-TO HIOXAaeT €ro U Moi3aer o €ro Teiy.



YauBUTENHHO, YTO KUBOTHBIE BOOOIIE Hanaiy Ha HUX. Heyxke-
JIM AyX Jieca HACTOJIbKO MOTYIIECTBEHEH W HE TEPIUT 1YKAKOB?
Wnu ObITH MOKET, 9TO MPOUCKH JPYHUIOB?

CHer KpynHBIMM XJIONBSIMU TaJJaJl HA OKPOBABJIEHHOE JIULIO.
BbUI0 THXO U CLIOKOIHO. APUCTOH MPUKPBLUI I71a3a U YCHYIL.

XonogHo. Horu He nBuraiorcs, pyku onemenu. Korga Apu-
CTOH PaCKpbUI PECHUIIBI, HO TYT *ke ociient. CHer HaKpbLI ero Oe-
JIBIM OfIESJIOM U TIPOJIOJIKAIT Ma/IaTh ¢ Heba. APUCTOH mepeBep-
HYJICSl Ha CIIMHY U BBICYHYJ SI3bIK. MOKpBIE CHEKMHKH MONaja-
J1 B POT U Tasiiv, NMPEeBpaIlasch B BOAY. BbUI0 TUXO U CBEXO.
Hukoro psiiom He ObL10, KpOME BOPOH, KOTOPbIE MPUJIETENH CIO-
14, YTOObI HACKITHCSI MEPTBOM TUIOTBIO. XOTEJIOCH JIEKATh 3/1€Ch U
yMepeTh. APUCTOHY ObLJIO TaK XOPOIIO, YTO OH 3a0bUT U O paHe,
u o Kpeone, u BooOie o BuepaiHeM cpaxkeHur. OH Jiexan Ha
3emMJie, MPUKPBIB [Ia3a U YyBCTBOBAJI, KK XJIOIbsI CHEra NajialoT
Ha Hero. U oH ciplmall, Kak 9TOT CHET Ha HEM TawuT.

ApPHUCTOH TOYHO HE 3HaJI, CKOJIBKO OH 3/IeCh IpOJekasl, HO
BCKOPE CO3HAHUE €ro HAa4yajo MposACHATbCA. OH OTKPBLI [J1a3a 1
noneitasics Berarb. OMISIHYBUIMCh BOKPYT, OH YBUZEJ BCE TO ke
3HAKOMOE T0J1€, TOJIbKO MOPE KPOBU U FOPSILIIMX TEJ 3[IECH YKE HE
6b110. CHEr CKpBUI 9Ty KapTHHY, CO3/1aB HOBYIO, OoJiee TpeKpac-
Hyo. Kazanocs, 31ech Hu4ero u He npoucxonuio. K coxanenuio,
HaBAJIMBLINI CHET CyMeJl CKPBITh HE TOJIBKO KPOBb U TPYHOB, HO
u cnenpl. Teriepb APUCTOH He 3HaJT, KaK OH HalJET CBOM JIETHOH.

VTonuB xaxay BOOOW M3 (IISKKM, pasyM HEMHOIO MPOSIC-



Hwicsi. CHsB Oedblii mapd co cBoew 1eu, KOTOPBIA ObLT TIpe/-
Ha3HaYeH JJIsI TOrO, YTOOHI IIUIEM U JIOPHKA HEe HATUPAIU KOXY,
ApHCTOH OOMOTaJl UM CBOE paHEHHOE IUICYO W TYro 3aTsHYJL.
YI0BNETBOPUBILIUCH, YTO MEY U HOXK MTPUKPETLIIEHBI K KO)KAHOMY
PEMHIO, APUCTOH NOAHSICS C 3eMJIM U OCMOTpeJcs. ['ooBa yxe
HE KPYXKIIach, Kak npeskjie. MoKHO ObLIO OTITPABIISATHCS B MYTh.

MuHYB HEBBICOKUI MOJIOJON JieC, APUCTOH BHIIIE] Ha Oec-
KpaiiHee 1ojie. Brnepean mnokasaliuch BBICOKME TOpbI, ClIEBA
HeOoJbIast AepeBHsi. Ho kako# myTh BHIOpaM pPUMCKHE BOMHBI,
Apuctos He 3Ha1. ClietoB He ObLIIO BUHO coBepinieHHO. Cyrpo-
Obl OBUTH TTYOOKUMH U TIO HUM OBLIO HEBO3MOKHO MITH. ApH-
CTOH PEeUIWJI TOWTU APYrol AOPOroi, HO BCKOPE MOHSI, YTO 3a-
onymuics. OH momaj CHOBa B JieC, CHOBA B CTapbId, BHICOKHIA,
JIpEeMYUHid JieC, TJie TIOMUMO KUBOTHBIX OOWTAIOT eIE U KeJlbT-
cKue 60ru.

— IIpoknsaree! — [IporoBopus Ha rpeyecKOM APUCTOH U CHSLIT
UIEM.

['ne-to coBceM psIOM MOCIBIIAICS TPECK JOMAIOIIMXCS Be-
TOK. APUCTOH OOHAXWJT CBOM MeU ¥ HauaJl OIJISIIBIBAThLCS O CTO-
poHaM. JI1060i1 MOCTOPOHHMIA 1ITyM MTPUBOIMII €r0 B OOEBOE CO-
CTOSIHME. 3aTeM MOCBIIAINCh YbK-TO rosioca. [oBop ObUT 3HA-
KOMBIM, KeJILTCKUM. VIMEHHO Ha 9TOM si3bIKke TOBOpIIM butan u
bpanan.

— Kt0 31ech? — Cipocuin ApUcCTOH.

I'omoca ctuxmm. Cyns mo BceMy, JIIOAM, KOTOPBIE LM CIO-
J1a, OCTAHOBUWJIKCh, 3AMETHUB BOOpPYk EHHOTO Aprcrtona. Ho 3arem



XpYCT CyrpoOOB CHOBA MOBTOPHJICS.

— He nonxonu, — npenynpeanst ApUCTOH, HallpaBUB OCTPUE
MeyYa B WAYIIErO B €r0 CTOPOHY YeJIOBeKa.

Bckope nokazanachk ¢urypa. Hesbicokas, xynmas. TémHbie
HITaHbI, CAIlOry, IJIalll U3 3BEPUHON LIKYPHI, a HA TOJIOBE YCTpa-
miarorias Macka. YenoBek ObUT IOXOXK HA JIECHOTO yXa.

— Kro 181? — Cripocun ApHUCTOH Ha JIOMAHHOM KEJIBTCKOM.
7KuBs B JTynaHapuu, OH Bbly4rJ1 HEKOTOpPbIE CJIOBA BApBAPCKOIO
SI3bIKA OT OPaThEeB-KEJIbTOB.

— Mara, — OTBETHII YeJIOBEK, yaapuB ceOs1 B Tpy/b. [omoc Obut
HE J)KEHCKUU U HE MYKCKOH, 4TO-TO cpeanee. Cyas 1o Bcemy, OH
Ha3BaJl CBOE UMSI.

YesoBek xoTe NOAONTH OJIvKe, HO APUCTOH MaxHYJI JeMOH-
CTPaTUBHO CBOMM MEYOM, He MOAIITyCKast KeJibTa K cede. Yenorek
HUYYTb He ucnyraiics. benas nqepeBsiHHas MacKka, 3aK pbIBaIoIee
€ro JIMIO, Jejiaja YeJOBeKa HEBO3MYTHMbBIM U HE MOKa3blBasia
ero aMormi. YemoBek ObLT XyI0IaBoro TesiocaokeHus. Cyas nmo
BCEMY, TO ObLJT MOJIONION MapeHb, a TI0 He CJIOMaHHOMY TOJIOCY —
coBceM foHomIa. PocT y Hero ObUT Tako# ke, Kak U 'y ApHCTOHA.

— Hazan! — Ckazan ApUCTOH Ha KEJIBTCKOM.

Ho ronoma He ciyman ero. OH mogommen eme omke u cei-
4yac OH HAaxXOJWJICSI Ha PACCTOSIHUU BBITSIHYTOTO APUCTOHOM Me-
ya. DTOT KeJbT MOKa3ajcs cauIKoM aep3kuM. Ho ApuctoH He
XOTeJ1 ero youBarh. YesoBek OIyCTHII CBOIO PYKY K ceOe B CyMy
¥ APHCTOH TIOJIyMaJl, 9TO OH COOMPAETCS BBHITAIIUTH U3 HEE Opy-
xwue. [loaTomy OH mpukal OCTpre CBOEro Me4ya COBCEM BILUIOT-



HYI0 K Ipyau napHs. [lapeHb HEIOyMEHHO MOKOCWIICS Ha Meu
ApHCTOHA, HO HE OCTaHOBWJICA. HakoHel OH BBITALIWII PYKU U3
CYMKH, KOTOpasi BUCEJIa y Hero Ha O€npax v MpoTsAHyJ ApUCTo-
HY KYCOK XJ1e0a U BSUUIEHOTO Msica. ApUCTOH ObUT U3YMJIEH. DTOT
YeJIoBeK Jaxe He Aymall ero youBaTh, OH BCETO JIUIIb XOTeJ M0-
MOYb. APHCTOH TYT K€ BJIOKWJI M€Y B HOXKHBI U IIPUHSI €11y U3
PYK MOJIOAOTO KEJIbTA.

— Cnacu60, — HEyBEpEeHHO MPOroBOpri APUCTOH TaKKe Ha
KEJIbTCKOM.

Ectb OH 1 BripaBay o4eHb xoTesn. OTKyCHB MSICO, OH OBICTPO
3aeJl ero xJe0oM M 3armil BCE BOIoM. YesioBeK BCE ellE CTOsI
BO3JIe HEero u HaOmoaan. ApUCTOH IIpUCeS Ha KOJIEHU U TIbITAJICS
He oOpaliaTh BHUIMaHKE Ha CTOSIIEro psiioM crpaHHuKa. [Toka
APHCTOH yTOJIAAJ TOJION, KEIbT CHOBA NOPBUICA B CYMKE U BBITA-
IIMB JICPEBAHHYIO KOJIOOUKY, TIPUCE PAIOM C APUCTOHOM. ApH-
CTOH HEJOBEPUYMBO MOKOCWJICS Ha KesbTa. TOT MPUKOCHYNICA K
€ro IJjieuy M Hauyaja pa3Bsi3blBaTh MOBs3KY. Heyxenu oH emié u
nekapb? Korga kenbT 0OHaKMII paHy, OH BBITAIIMII U3 HEE Aepe-
BSHHBIE ILIENKH, KOTOpblE APUCTOH JaXe HE 3aMETUJI U HE ITOHU-
MaJl, ToYeMy I1JIe4O Tak OOJUT, U TPOUMCTUB BCE, HATIOKMUIT Ka-
KYyIO-TO Ma3b, MOCJIE Yero 3aMOTajl BCE 0OpaTHO, 3aTsHYB MOTY-
Ke. APUCTOH HE U3 HU 3BYKA.

— 3aueM Thl MHe noMoraenib? — Cripocun ApHUCTOH, TeNepb
yke Ha JaTuHCKOM. CIIOBapHbIN 3arac KeJbTCKOTO si3blKa ObLI
CJIMIIKOM MaJl.

YenoBek MOCMOTpE Ha HETO U NMPUKOCHYBIIUCH CBOEM Ma-



JIEHbKOM, TOHKOW PYKOH K €ro IpyAu, YTO-TO MporoBopui. OTBer
OBbLT TOXOX Ha: «Y TeOs1 oOpoe cepaiie» UK YTO-TO BPOJIE ITO-
ro, ApUCTOH TOYHO HE CMOT MEPEBECTH.

— Mara! — Ilocnblasncst My>CKOH ToJIoC.

UYenoBeKk MCIyTaHHO MOBEPHYJICS Ha3ad W MPUKPBIB CBOEH
CIMHOIN TeJl0 APHUCTOHA, BCTPETWICSA C TPEMsI BOOPYKEHHBIMU
MyxurHamMu. OHU ObUTM OJIETHI B IIKYPbI JKMBOTHBIX U CAMU Ha-
MIOMUHAJIM 3Bepeil. My KUnHbI ObUIM HAMHOTO BBIIIIE U CUJIbHEE.
U 6e3 macok. [TapeHs Haua 1 UM 9TO-TO OOBSICHSITh HA CBOEM Ha-
pednu, HO TOT, YTO OBLT IJIABHBIM, TPyOO 000pBaJI €ro ¥ MOHOM IS
OmMKe, 3aMeTU1 APUCTOHA.

— Pumunisinun! — Ipoperyan KeabT 1 OOHaKWII CBOM MeY.

Mara OBICTPO 3aroBOPHJI, TIBITASICh UYTO-TO OOBSCHUTH OI'POM-
HOMY KesibTy. CIycTss MUHYTY MEPEroBOPOB, KEeJIbT MaxXHYI py-
KOH, YTO TOBOPUWJIO O UX JIOTOBOPEHHOCTU. MaTta mocMoTpes Ha
ApHCTOHA M KHUBHYJ roj0BOi. Tpoe CHIIbHBIX BOMHOB MOJOILIN
K APHUCTOHY U CXBaTWJIH €TO.

— Orniycrure! — Ckazasn ApuctoH. — S HacineTHUK uMIeparo-
pa!

Bripouem, KeJsibThl HE MOHUMAJIM €ro JaTbiHb. OHU CBSI3aJIM
€My PYKH U 0TOOpaB Opy:Xue, TIOBeJM B Jiec. Mata mén psaom u
YCIOKaUBAIOIMM TOHOM IIBITAJICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh APHUCTOHY.

— Kyna Bbl MeHs Benere? — Cripocuii ApUCTOH, HO €My HUKTO
HE OTBETUJI. — XOTUTE IPUHECTH MEHsI B )KepTBY CBOUM Ooram? —
W cHOBa THIIMHA.

Bmecto oTBeta, Briepean UIYIIUX KeJbT, KOTOPbIi BET ApH-



CTOHA, CJIOBHO KOPOBY, JOEPHYJ BEPEBKY TaK, OTYErO KOHOIIA
B3BbUI. [I11euo ano o cebe 3HaTh. Marta Hayasl pyrarbCsi Ha BO-
’Kaka ¥ Mojy4us B OTBET rpy0oe peiyanue. Bén ce0s 3ToT KeabT
BOMCTHHY, KaK )XHMBOTHOE. MaTra MaxHyJl Ha HEro pyKou U Ipo-
JOJIKAJL ITYTh PSIOM ¢ APUCTOHOM, BCE BPEMsI CMOTPSI Ha HETO
M 4YTO-TO pacckaspiBass. Ho BCye. ApUCTOH BCE paBHO HUYETrO
He noHuMmas. Iloxoxe, OH momnan B IUIEH K TEM CaMbIM KeJb-
TaM, KOTOpble OpOCWIIM BbI30B BesukoMy Pumy. HenokopHbiii
Hapo[, *XUBYIIMKA MO CBOMM 3aKOHaM. BOT Tak mpeBpaTHOCTH
cyabObl. BHITh MOXET, OH BCTPETHTCS CO CBOMM BOMCcKOM? Bripo-
YeM, TOJIKO ceryac APUCTOH IMOHSI, YTO UMIIEpaTop MOT BEp-
HYTBCSl Ha3ajl, 0o OoJiee He OBLIO YeTOBEKa, KOTOPBI MOT OBl
MoKa3aTh UM Ty CaMylo IEPEBHIO, TI€ KUBET BPAKECKUI HAPO]I.
Ckopee Bcero, OHM BEPHYJIUCh B Jlarepb, 3aJU3bIBATh, TaK CKa-
3aTh, PaHbl U MOTMOIHATD PSIJIBL.

«MHTepecHo, KakoBa Oy/eT peakius MUK, KOTIa OH y3Ha-
€T, 4TO s BoBce He B JIonnunuyme? HaBepHoe, Bce COUTYT MEHs
MEPTBBIM. Bripouem, paHO WM MO3JHO MEHS YOBIOT 31€Ch».

OH BIIEpBbIE YYaCTBOBAJI B IOXO/IE, BIIEPBBIE CPAKAJICSA HA I10-
nie OpaHu, BIiepBble YOUJT TaKOe KOJMUYECTBO JIOACH U BCE paau
yero? UroOsl monacts B 1uieH? 1o 610 Tak riyno. Takoe ¢ HUM
emE HY pa3y He MPOUCXOANIIO, Ka3aJ0Ch, OOTH PEIIHIINA ChIIPaTh
C HUM 371y10 1IyTKy. Ecii Obl OH He MOIIEN Ipyroii J0porou, ec-
7 OBl He yOru1 Marty, oH ObLT Obl ceiiuac CBOOOIEH U BOZMOKHO
OCTaHOBUWJICS B JIEPEBHE, KOTOPAsi HAXOAWIACH PSAOM.

11 oHM OBICTPHIM IIATOM. APHCTOH CTapajiCs He OTCTABATh.



MuHOBaB JieC, OHU BBILIUIA HA TPOIy W HPOJOKWIUA MyTh 1O
Heil. Bokpyr 6pin nonst u xonmel. Jlioneit He Obu10. Biaromaps
ObICTpOMY Temily, APUCTOH He ycres 3aMEpP3HYTb, XOTS, CMOT-
Ps1 Ha BapBapoOB, XOTEJIOCh CEMYAC TOKE UMETh IITAHBI U TEILTYIO
nryOy. Mata ceituac mén Brepeny, psaoM ¢ MyKUMHAMU, KOTO-
pbie OBUTH BBIIIIE €ro Ha JBe ToI0Bbl. OHU UTO-TO OOCYXIAIN U
APHCTOH TOJIBKO ceiiyac oOpaTuii BHUMaHUe Ha €ro MOXOJKY —
Mara mién, meBens 6€apamu. Heysxenu 3To xeHimHa?

Korna Hayasno cMepKarbcsi, KeIbThl IOBEPHY/IM B CTOPOHY U
nieperaruBasi TyOOKre CyrpoObl, OCTAHOBWJIMCH TIOI KPOHOM
BICOKOTO ny0a. [Tom HUM cHera mouTt He ObUTO. KesbT mpuBs-
3aJ1 ApUCTOHA K BEeTKe U npukazan Mare ero oxpansars. Camu
MYKUYMHBI OTITPABUJIMCH TOOBIBATH XBOPOCT ¥ TOTOBUTH HOUJIET.
Mara cHAJ MacKy M HarojHWI JErkue Bo3ayxom. Cendac Apu-
CTOH YK€ He COMHeBaJICs, uTo Mara Obuia xkeHimHou. E€ pprkue
BOJIOCHI ObLTM YOpaHbl B BHICOKMI XBOCT, a €€ JIUIO C MATKUMU
yepTramu, ObUIO )KEHCTBEHHBIM U KPacHBBbIM. 3eJI€Hble OOJIbIINe
r1a3a, Kak y Kuccel, MaJIeHbKHI HOCUK, HE KaK y pUMJISIH, TOJI-
creie ryObl. OHa ObUTa npekpacHa. KenbTckue XKeHIUHBI Ternephb
HE Ka3aJIMCh CTPAITHBIMU U MYKENOTOOHBIMU, OHU TaKHE Ke, KaK
Y PUMCKHE WU TPeUecKre, BOZMOKHO, Jake HAMHOTO KpacuBee.

Mara npuioxuiia TOpIBIIKO (PISKKU K Ty0aM ApPHCTOHA, U
IJICHHUK KaHO HayaJsl [JIOTaTh CONEP:KMMOE. YBUJIEB, KaK Jie-
BYIIIKA 3a00TUTCS O TUICHHUKE, BOJKAK Pa303/IUJICS U HaYasl KpU-
yarb Ha He€. OH NoAOIIEN K APUCTOHY U ITHYJ €TI0 B Ipy/b. ApHU-
CTOH CKOpYMJICS OT O0M M 3acToHa1. MaTa BCTana ¢ KOJeH |



OOHAXMB KMHXaJl, CKa3aja KeJbTy HEUTO MOXOXKee Ha yrposy.
Kenbr cHOBa MaxHy/1 Ha HEE PYKOU M OTCTaL. JTa JEBYIIKA SIB-
HO ObLIa KaKOW-TO BaXKHON 0COOO0M, BO3BMOXHO 3HATHBIX KPOBEH
U e€ cJI0BO — OblIO puKa3oM. Bripouewm, eciu Obl €€ ciryiany,
ApuCTOH He ObUT OBl ceifuac B TUIEHY.

Houp nokaszanace 04eHb XOJOAHOU. APUCTOH HE MOT YCHYTb
pu Takou Temrieparype. OH Mprkaics K JIEPEBY M IOCMOTpEI
Ha CHAIIMX BOMHOB. M B 3TOT MOMEHT OH permn coexatb. Ka-
JIMTU ero ObUTH OAOUTHI TBO3/ISIMHU, TIO9TOMY OH MOT TOITBITaTh-
A pa3pe3arb UMU BepeBKY. [I01HAB BBICOKO HOTY, OH IOTSHYJICA
JI0 BEPEBKM M NTOMOTasi pyKaMu, HauyaJl IUJIUTh. Bckope BepeBka
HavaJla MEJJIEHHO pBaThbCHl.

— Her, — cka3ai :xeHckui ronoc.

APHCTOH OIyCTWJI HOTY BHM3 U yBUaen Mary. OHa cHsna ¢
ceOs M1an| M Hakpbuia uM Testo Apucrona. [lnai xpanu B cebe
TEIUIO JEBYIIKU. APUCTOH B3[IOXHYJI U MIPUCET Ha 3EMIIIO.

— Moxer e u ornyctuib MeHA? — Cnpocuin ApUCTOH U
ycMmexHysca. OH 3Hajl, 4TO OHA TOTO HE CHEJAET.

— He 6oiics, — cka3ayia oHa Ha KeJTbTCKOM M TIPUJIOXKHUIIA CBOIO
PYKY K 111ee ApucTOHa.

APHUCTOH BOIIPOCUTEJILHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha JIEBYLIKY. Mata orty-
CTWJIA CBOIO TEILIYIO PYKY €My ITOJ] TYHHMKY M BbITAIIWJIA aMYJIeT.
AwmyneroB 6bu10 1Ba. Kuccwl u eperuka Tamupa. Ho ona BbiTa-
IIMAJ1a UMEHHO amyJieT Tamupa.

[Toka3biBas majbLUEeM Ha HEro, OHa YTO-TO CIIPOCHJIA.

— Otkyna oH y meHsa? — Cripocun ApUCTOH, NBITAsCh YragaTh



niepeBojl. — Tamup MHe ero nogapwi. Bipodyewm, kakasi pazHuuia.
Tl BCE paBHO MEHs HE NOHUMAEIIIb. . .

— Tamup? — IloBrOopria Mara 1 yauBUIIach.

— Ha, Tamup — cymacimeammi CTapykK, NponaraHanupyommn
epech. BarnsHu nyuime Ha amyner Kuccbl. — Apucton 3y0amu
J0CTaJl BTOPOU amyJIeT U MoKa3aJ ero aeBymke. — JKe-Ha, — mej-
JIEHHO MTPOroBopu1 ApuctoH. — 7KeHa — nogapok. Pum.

— /Kena, — noBropwiia Mara. — Pum. Pum — Bpar.

— Her, — otBeTn1 ApUCTOH Ha KeJlbTCKOM. — Pum — no0po.
Pum — nuBwimsaims. — 3ateMm APUCTOH MPOJOIKUAI TOBOPUTb,
TOJIBKO YK€ Ha JIJATUHCKOM. — PuM BaMm niomorats, a Bel Ha Pum
Hanaaare. 3auem? PasBe mbl Bac yeM-To o0uaen? OcrajibHble
KeJIbThl HE BBIPAXKAIOT HEJOBOJbCTBA. BOXK M CTanu yBaxkaeMbl-
MU ¥ TIOJIL3YIOTCSI BCEMU OJlaraMu, KOTOpbIe MPeJOCTaBISIeT UM
Pum. He cromno Bam BcTynaTh ¢ HaMH BOMHY. BoitHa — 310 11710-
x0. HyxHo npyxuts ¢ Pumom. MHavye cuiibHO 00 9TOM moskaie-
ere.

— Boina — n10x0, — nosropuia Mara, CJIOBHO IOHUMas 0 YEM
roBOpUT ApUCTOH. — Pumiisine — mioxue. Tobl — HeT.

— OTKy/a Thl 3HaElllb, XOPOILUH 51 WM TJ10X01 ? Thl BeJib MEHS
COBEpIIIEHHO HE 3Haelllb.

— borm, — cka3zasna oHa Ha kenabTcKOM. — MHeE, — OHa yKazaja
nasiblieM Ha cebs. — Ckazaiu.

— boru ckazanu, yto y MeHs1 n1oOpoe cepaie? — 3aKOHUYUI
APHCTOH M YCMEXHYJICS HAUBHOCTH JIEBYIIKU. — BOroB He cyliie-
CTBYET...



ApuCTOH OTBepHYJICs OT MaThl ¥ 3aKpbl [J1a3a. Mara noHsina,
4YTO APHUCTOH HE KEeJIaeT C HEN Pa3roBapuBarh U yIILia.

Hokk

ApUCTOH yCHYJ TOJBKO o1 yTpo. Mblciu 0 mobere He aaBa-
JIM eMy IOKO#, BIIpo4eM, Kak U Mbiciu o Kpeone. OH Bcé eme
NIOMHMJI €10 B3I . Ero XonoaHsli, B T ke Bpems UCITyTaHHBII
B3IJIS1T, MOJISIIAA O TIOMOIIH. B3riisiz, KOTOpsIil ObUT HAMTOJTHEH
HegoyMeHreM. CIIOBHO OH HE MOT' TOBEPUTh, YTO OOTH JIUILIUIIN
€ro KHU3HU.

Mara pa3Oyauina ApucTtoHa M HaKMHYJIA Ha ce0sl CBOM MeXO-
BOM IUIAlll, KOTOPbI OHa OTaaja eMy Houblo. Ha e€ mpekpac-
HOM JIMIIe CHOBa Obl1a 3Ta ypOAJIMBAasi, yCTpallaiomas Macka.
V3HaB, yto Mata no3a0oThiIack HOUbIO O IJIEHHUKE, KEJIbThl Ha-
YaJii HeroJoBaTh, BCE BpeMst Opocasi MPOKJISATHS B aJIpec «pUM-
JsTHAHA» . [{7151 HUX OH ObUT HEHABUCTHBIM Bparom, KOTOPOro cJie-
J0BaJIO yOUTh Ha MecTe. Eciti Thl pUMIISIHUH, TO ThI JOJKEH ObITh
MEpTB. o ux cnosam, bpuranus — 310 ux 3emis, a pUMIISIHE Ha
Hell 4ykaKu.

JIHEM 1OAyJ CUJIBHBIA BETEp, NMOAHMMAs MeTesb. APHUCTOH
ObLIT OZIET BCETO B IIEPCTSIHYIO TYHUKY, KQJIUTH U JIETUOHEPCKUE
J0cIiexu, HO Oarofapsi ObICTpOMY TEMITY XObOBI, CKOpee MOXO0-
Kylo Ha Oer, OH TIOUTH He 3aMEP3.

K koH1ly AHS BeTep nepecTal 1yTh B UX CTOPOHY U CTaJIO U[I-
TH HAMHOT0 Jierye. Bckope, CKBO3b JiepeBbsl Haualv MOSIBISITHCS



BBICOKHE 3a0CTPEHHBIE CTBOJIBI, PACCTaBJICHHBIE B [iBa psAa. DTO
OblTa IMTafeNb, & BHYTPH IO BCEW BUAMMOCTU — JepeBHs. Te-
nepb APHUCTOH TOHST, TOYEMY MX JePEBHIO HUKTO HE MOT Hail-
TU — OHa HAXO/IWJIach ITyOOKO B JIECY, 32 03€POM, CKBO3b I'yCThIE
3apociii, 00 KOTopble APUCTOH yXke ycren nope3atbes. K Tomy
e ObLTM KPyThle CKJIOHBI 1 B CAMOM SIME KEJIbTHI U MOCTPOMIIN
cebe 3Ty nepeBHIo. OHa ObLIa MOYTH CIIPSTaHA M YENIOBEK, OY/Ib
TO IIPOCTHIM OXOTHUKOM, HU 32 YTO Obl HE JOTaJIajiCsl O e€ Cyllle-
CTBOBAHHH.

Hacturnys uuranens, riaaBapb UX HEOOJBIIOTO OTpsAa, TO-
cTy4an OyJ1aBoii 110 BOPOTaM M 4TO-TO KpUKHYJ. HaBepxy moka-
3ajicsl YesIoBeK. 3aMeTuB APUCTOHA, OH paccMestics Kak-To To-
3JI0[IEVICKA 1 OTKPBUT HEOOJIBIINYIO JIBEPb, KOTOpasi ObLIa CIpsi-
TaHa pAAOM C Boporamu. Mara mpoluia BIEpEn, 3aTeM IVia-
Baph M IOCJIE BCE OCTaJIbHBIE, Bells 32 COOOW TUICHHHKA. 3ai-
As1 BOBHYTpb ApucTOH m3ymuiics. C mepBoro B3nisjga AEpeB-
H$1 HATIOMUHAJIa PUMCKHI JIarepb, OTHAKO APHCTOH COBEPIIIEHHO
omoOcs. DTo OblIa IepeBHsI, OTpOMHasi JepeBHs. [IByXoTaxHbIe
JepeBsiHHbIE JIoMa ObUTH PACCTaBJIEHBl POBHO BJIONb IUTAJIEINH,
Jajee, Haxoauics: Oosiee BBICOKMIA JI0M, M OTCI0a BUJHA Oblla
vk ero Kpeima. Kpyrom Takske pociu epeBbs, S0JI0HU, OMe-
J7la, KOTopast 3/1ech MPU3HABAJIACh CBSIICHHBIM AepeBoM. [laree
HeOOJIbINEe 3arOHbI, OTOPOIbI, JABOUKH, T7Ie TOPrOBaJIM MPOBH-
aHTOM U opykueM. B o01eM, aepeBHs Obl1a I0BOJIbHO OOJIBIION
1O TUIOIIA/U U JIIOJEH 371eCh TOXe ObLIIO, COOTBETCTBEHHO, MHOTO.

BowuHbI HaXOOUIKCh TIOBCIOAY, Ha Jomaasx u 0e3. beum oHn



BOOPYKEHBI C HOT 10 TOJIOBHL. [ 1e-To Geraiy eTUIKY U Urpaiv
B CHEXKKU. YBU/IEB APUCTOHA, I€TU U KEHIIMHBI BBILIUIU U3 CBO-
UX XWKWH Y Havasm OpocaTth B aJipec MIEHHUKA OCKOpOJIeHMS,
MPOKJIATUS U HEPUCTOMHOCTH, TIOMUMO 3TOTO eIl U cHer. Og-
HaK/Ibl APHCTOH YK€ UCTIBITHIBAIT ITOJOOHOE YyBCTBO, KOT/Ia ObLI
npuBe3€H B Pum B kauectBe pada. Tonpko Toraa Ha HErO TOYHO
TaKUM € B3[JI1IOM CMOTPEIN PUMJISIHE U OH HEHaBUJIEJN MX, a
ceilyac OH — PUMJISIHUH U 3TH JIIOAYM HEHAaBUJAAT €r0 TOYHO TaK
e, KaK 1 OH KOorja-To.

Brnpoyem, ApuctoH He oOpalai Ha HUX BHUMaHue. Pyku 3y-
Jeny 1 OOJIeNu OT TYTO 3aBsI3aHHOM Ipy0Ooii BEpEBKH, roioBa 00-
Jlena rocne yzaapa, O0JIbHOE IJIeYO 4Yecasloch, XOTeNOCh eCTh U
muthb. U nomoit. Kyna onu BeyT ero, on He 3Has. JInubo Ha Ka3Hb,
OO0 B MOTEXy ApyuaaM, OO B 3practyin’’*, ecim pasymeercst
y HUX Takou uMeeTcs. APUCTOHY MPEACTOSAIIO 3TO BbISACHUTB. HO
ecyii Obl OHU XOTeJIM YOUTh €ro, To younau Obl cpa3y, emié Torjaa
B JIECY.

[Momotins k ryOoKo# siMe, KeJTbThl OCTAHOBWIIUCH. SIMa Oblia
METPOB JIeCSITh B TIyOMHY W TATh B mmpuHy. Ho Ha 1He yxe
ObLIIM JIIO/IM, 3aChITIAaHHbIE CHETOM. MEpPTBBIE JIIOAIN. . .

Mara yauBiI€HHO axHyJla M IOCMOTPEB Ha APUCTOHA, Havyaa
OBICTPO YTO-TO TAPATOPUTH. MYXKUMHBI PACCMESITUCH €€ CIIOBAM.
Ona ABHO cHOBa BCTynuJja B 3amiuTy Apucrona. Ho Bcex pum-
CKUH TUIEHHUKOB Opocas ciofa. A MmoKa OHM yMUpPaII, 000
MOT MOJIOUIU U MMOCMOTPETh HA HUX.

27" Kapuep



— Her, — roBopuia Mara ¢ MoJIb00¥.

Ho kenbThl ObUTH CHITbHEE e€. Marta ObICTPO OTCOEAMHUIIA OT
PEMHSI CBOIO CYMKY U niepefaia e€ ApuctoHy. K cuactbio, HUKTO
He 3aMeTu1 nepenady. Jliony noewuie3aiy, CJI0BHO MypaBbU U3
CBOMX HOP, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh HA HOBOT'O IJIeHHUKA. OHU cMe-
SUTMCh UM YJIIOMMOKanu. [ 1aBapb pa3Bsa3all BEpEBKY C pyK ApHUCTO-
Ha Y BBITSIHYJI BIIEPE]] HOTY, TOTOBSICH K MUHKY. KOHOIIIA packpbu1
IMPOKO m1a3a. Eie 4yyTh-4yTh, U OH ynaaer BHU3. Ho BbicOTa
ObLIa PWIMYHOM /711 TOTO, YTOOBI MOTYYUTh CEPhE3HYIO TPaB-
My.

— I[oroam, — ckazan ApPUCTOH U MPOJOIKUAI Ha KEJTBTCKOM. —
A cam.

Hapon paccmestica eme rpomue. KeabT OTIycTr1 ero v Hayasl
CJIEAUTD 32 MOBEJCHUEM TUIEHHUKA. APUCTOH IIPUCET HAa KOPTOU-
KM ¥ HaOpaB JIETKKE BO3/yXa, CJIOBHO OH ceidvac MOrpy3urcs B
BOLLY, clipbIrHys1 BHU3. [IoKa OH najan, emy Ka3ajaock, YTO OH 3a-
BUC B BO31yXxe, MO0 majaeHue Obuto noiarum. Korma oH mpuzem-
JIWJICS, OH HE TIOYYBCTBOBAJI TOM OOJM, KOTOPYIO OH YXKe yCIIen
cebe BooOpa3uTh BO BpeMs najeHus. CHer Mo KpasiM CMSTUYMIT
NoCcaaKy. ApUCTOH MOJHSAJICS C KOJIEH U NTOCMOTpeJ HaBepx. B
pyKax BCE elE HaxonuIach MajieHbKas CyMKa JieByliku. Hasep-
Xy Ha4aJM yKe pacXOAUTbCs. Mara 4To-TO KpUKHYJIa €My Ha CBO-
€M Hapeuuu, HO ApUCTOH He NoHsul. HaBepHoe, 4TO-TO BpoOne
noaJaepxku. Brpouem, HeBaxkHO. Hukakas nongepxka yxe He
CIaceT ero, IoKa OH 3JIeCh.

On =He xoTten ocMarpuBarth ssMy. Ho mpumutocs. CripaBa Obl-



JIM CJIOKEHBI B HEOONBIIYI0 KyUKy TOJible Tesa. 3a CU€T XOlof-
HOHM TIOTOfIbl, OHM HE pasiarajuch M He cMepaenu. Ten ObU1o
okoJio jiecsAtka. CrieBa HaXOAWJIMCh JOCIIEXU, TIPUYEM OHU Obl-
JIM CJIOKEHBI TaK, YTO HAaIOMUHAIXA HeOOIbITIoN AoM. [Tpoém ObLt
3aKPBHIT TYHUKAMU MEPTBBIX JIETMOHEPOB. Ha «Kpbie» siexan
caer. Opyxus 371ech He ObLII0. APUCTOH OTKPBUI CyMKY Mathl 1
HaIE B Hel KyCoK casia ¢ XjieooM. OHa SIBHO He XOTeJia, YTOObI
Apucton ymupan. OH MOJOKWI BCE 0OpaTHO U PEInI MOKa He
MIPUCTYTIATD K eJie, NOO KUTh eMy 3/1eCh TIPEACTOSIIO eI I0ITO.

APHCTOH NNPUKOCHYJICA K 3€MJISTHOM CTEHE U IIOYyBCTBOBAJI €€
xosof. OHa OblIa KECTKON M CKOJIB3KOW. 3aJ1e3Th HE MOMYYUTh-
cs. BuTh MOXeT, monpodoBath cienaTh cTyneHpku? OH Havan
OIJISIIBIBATHCSI BOKPYT Y UCKATh YTO-TO MIOXOKEE HA JIONATy. YBU-
JIEB IPyAy AOCHEXOB, OH PEIIJI TOJOMTH K HUM. BCcTa B mpoéme,
3aKPBITOrO TKaHbIO, OH MPUCEJT HA KOPTOUKH U PEInJI 3arISIHY Th
BOBHYTPb. HO Kak TOJIbKO OH pacKphbLjl TKaHb, TO TYT ke MoKajes
00 3TOM. YTO-TO OCTpOE TOJIOCHYJIO TI0 €ro pyKe, a 3aTeM BOH-
3WJIOCh B HOTY. APUCTOH BCKPUKHYJI M Ha4aJl OTHOJ3aTh Ha3a/l.
Kornma otnons, u3 camoaeapHOro AoMa u3 J0CIEeXOB BbljIe3 4Ye-
JIOBEK, a 32 HUM BTopoi. VX Obu10 ABOe. boponateie, ¢ HATMTHI-
MU KPOBBIO IJ1a3aMHU, TOJIOIHbIE, XY/Ible, TOXOKHE Ha MEPTBEIIOB,
MyxurHbl. ONeThl OHM ObUTHA B TKAHH JISTUOHEPOB. B pykax jiep-
’KaJIM TOHKUE TJIACTUHBI JIOPUKH Y TBO3/IU. APUCTOH MTOCMOTpEJT
Ha CBEXKYIO paHy U TOHsII, YeM e€ ClIeIaJii — TBO3/ISIMHU.

Ho yBuaeB ApucroHa, ero JOCIexu, ero MjIeM, KATEIN MBI
3aMepiIv Ha MeCTe.



— Pumiissnun? — Cpocuil OIMH U3 HUX TOT, YTO MOCTapuie, y
KOTOpOro 00pojia OblIa IOKPBITA CJIETKA CEIHOM.

ApHCTOH HCHYraHHO KHWBHYJ, CMOTps Ha MYXUYWUH CHH-
3y-BBEPX, BCE €ILE MPOJOJKasl CUIETh HA 3eMJIE.

— O 6oru, — IPOrOBOPMJI YCTAJIO BTOPOU CONJAT, BBICOKUN U
MoJsiotou. OH HaKJIOHWJICA HaJ, ApPUCTOHOM Y IIPOTSHYJI CBOIO Py-
Ky. — Hymepmii, — npeacTaBuiIcs OH U MOCMOTpPEN Ha CBEXYIO
KpoBb. — [IpocTy, 51 TeOst He CUbHO paHu?

— YOmoaku, — mporeans CKBO3b 3yObl cTapiuil. — Jlydrie Obl
cpazy yousu, a He TIOTEIIWJIMCh HaJl HAMU, CJIOBHO MBI KAKUE-TO
KUBOTHBIE. — [lepecTaB XOAWTh BOKPYT SIMbI, POKJIMHAS KEJlb-
TOB, OH IOJAOIIEN K APUCTOHY U TOXeE IPUCEN], OCMaTpuBas pa-
Hy. OTOpBaB TKaHb CO CBOEH OJICK/IbI, OH OOMOTaJ €€ JIaIoHb 1
JIONBI)KKY HOBOTO TUIEHHUKA. — JI0OpO TOKamoBarh, Tak CKa3arh.

Hywmepuii ycmexHyscs.

— JlaBHO BbI 371€CH? — CripOCHIJT APUCTOH.

— V-y-y, — npotsHyn crapimmii. — Tpu mMecsiia wiu OoJblIie.

— Kak BbI 10 cuX 1Oop kUBbI? — YAUBWICS APHUCTOH.

— ChHavana a1 u Hymepuii npucity kuBaiy 31€IIHEMY BOKJIIO
Myiipenaxy. I[TockonbKy 51 yBaxkaembiii opuiiep — TpuOyH, Te-
nepb yxe ObiBIIMIA — Banepuii Pydun ABpeosn, ko MHe OTHO-
CHJIUCh JIy4Ille, YeM K OCTaJIbHBIM. MHOTHX HAlMX pedsT Ipe-
JaJTi B KEPTBY, UHBIX 0OpaTWIM B paOCTBO, TPETbUX — YOWJIM.
HernokopHBIX ¥ CTPONTUBBIX PUMJISIH OpOCHITH clofa, B siMy. Te,
KTO XPaHUT CBOE JIOCTOMHCTBO W 3alIMILAET YECTb, BPOJE Hac,
He MPUKJIOHSAT KOJIEHU Nepe]] BapBapCKUM BOxAEM. Harrr mpaBu-



TeJIb — 9TO Halll UMIIEPATOP U TOJIBKO €EMY Mbl CITYKUM.

— 9T0 TOXe HenokopHble? — Crpocun APUCTOH, yKa3blBas
NaJIbLIEM Ha TPYTIBL.

— MHorue u3 HUX JIeXkaau yxke 3[ech, Jpyrue yMepiiu y Hac
Ha rasax. Bripouem, Ham TOoxe OCTanoch HEAOITO. . .

APHCTOH BCIIOMHWJI PO «MOXKUTKW» U BHITAIIIUB CYMKY, CKa-
3aUI:

— Bor, noelbTe, BaM HyXHEE.

TpuOyH Banepuii mpuHsiUT ALY ¥ U3YMUJICS.

— Otkypna 310 y Te6s1? — Cnpocun Hymepuii. — Heyxemu y
TeOs1 He OTOOPAJN 3Ty CYMKY?

— Mara nana MHe e€, — otBeTU1 ApUcToH. — Kenbrckas neB-
yoHKa. OHa XOUeT MOMOYb MHE, HO MHE CJIEJIOBAJIO €€ YOUTh cpa-
3y.

— Mara? — YausBuics TpuOyH. — Thl XOTb 3Ha€llIb, KTO OHA?

APHCTOH OTpULIATESIBHO MOKAaYaJl TOJIOBOM.

— Mara — 310 10Yb BOX/Is1 Myiipenaxa, — OTBETHI TPUOYH. —
Ora cyka cOOCTBEHHBIMH pyKaMu OpOocHyIa HaC CIojia.

— A MHe OHa I0Ka3ajach XOPOIIer, — IPOroBOpuJ ApPUCTOH
U XMBIKHYJ1. — HUKOMY Helnb3sl JOBepsTh, OCOOEHHO BapBapaMm.

TpuOyH pa3pe3as Ha TPU YaCTU CAJIO M Pa3/Ien ero Ha Tpo-
uX. APUCTOH He CTaJl eCTh, OH He ObLI TOJIOJICH — TPYITBI JIUIIIH-
7 ero anmeruTa. HachTuBIVCh, TPUOYH U JIETMOHep Mooiaro-
Japwid ApHUCTOHa.

— A yem BbI iuTaerecs? — Cnpocus ApUCTOH.

Hymepunii Koco MOCMOTpes Ha KY4KY TPYIIOB U YJIBIOHYJICS.



Apucton cMmopiwics. EcTb MsICO JIETMOHEPOB OH HE CTAHET HE
IIPU KaKMX OOCTOSITENTbCTBAX.

— BbI He mpITaNIMCH OTCIOAA cOekaTh?

— IprTanuce, — orBetun yHel10 Hymepuit. — OpHax bl jaxe
CyMeJTi, HO Hac TYT Xke MolMau v Opocuiii oopatHo. Mbl 371ech
KakK JIepbMO B BHI'peOHOM siMe. JIIou OIXOAT CIofia U CJIMBAIOT
CBOM MoMOM. A uMmrieparopy ruieBatb. Cumut y cedsi BO JBOPIIE,
Jla )KeHYy CBOIO Tpaxaer.

— He npaBna, — orBetrs1 Apucton. — mniepatop B bpuranuu.
OH cam BO3m1aBUII TOXO. BOMCKO KOJIMYECTBOM B IIECTh THICAY
YeJIOBEK OTIPABHIIOCH HAa TIOUCKH JIEPEBHU, YTOOBI OCBOOOIUTD
cBo# Haponl. Pagu Bac 3ToT nmoxon Obl1 OpraHU30BaH. YCIbIIIAaB,
YTO KEJbThI B35UIM BaC B IUIEH, UMIIEPATOpP CUJIBHO Pa3rHeBAJICS
U CKazal: «$1 TMYHO HalIy peABOAUTENS KEIbTOB M OCBOOOKY
W3 TUIEHA HAIIUX JIIoaei». To4b-B-TOYL. DTO OH MHE CKa3aJl.

— Viiam He Bepio, — MPOroBOpus TpUOYH U YCMEXHYJICS. —
Heyxenu ummneparop nogymai 0 KOM-TO Ipyrom, Kpome ceosl.
He moxer ObiTh. Tam, yaii, BIaCTh HE CMEHWJIACh 32 BpeMsl Ha-
1IEr0 OTCYTCTBUSA?

— BynbTe yBepeHbl, UMIIEPATOP CKOPO HAWAET HAC U BHITAILUT
13 IJIEHa, — CKa3ajl ApucTtoH. — HamenHu mpou30I11uio CpaxeHue,
B XOJIe KOTOPOTo MbI ofiepkanu rnodeny. mmneparop He Gpocut
HAyvaToe U JOBEJET BOWHY /10 KOHIIA. OH HE NMPUBBIK CIaBAThCSI.

— TBowu coBa BHYIIWIM HaM HOAJEPXKKY, — mporosopui Hy-
MepHil. — XOpOIIIo, 4TO Thl OKa3ajcs 37ech. OIHAKO, Thl BCE e1le
He Ha3BaJ cBo€ nMsl. Kak 1ebs 30ByT? U moyemy ThI 31€CH?



— MeHs 30ByT ApUCTOH. 3allMiias jerata UCIaHCKoro JIEru-
OHa, § MOJIyYWJI PAHEHUE, — APUCTOH yKa3aJ Ha IUIeYO U IPO-
JOJDKUAJI. — A TIOTOM KTO-TO yAapyjl MEHsI CUJIBHO IO TOJIOBE U
OUHYJICA 5 TOT/1A, KOrjJja BCE yKe 3aKOHUYMIIOCh. MeHs mpocTo 3a-
OBbLIH. . .JTM HE 3aMeTHIH, 51 He 3Hao. Ho Kynma-To Bce mcuesnu.
S xoTen HalTH MX, HO cWJI He ObUT0. OTIPABUBIINMCH HA CIIEMY-
IOV JIeHb, TTOMIEN CUJIBHBIN CHET U 3aMEN ciebl. U s, Kak Obl
9TO He 3BYYaJIO ceiuac ryrno, Heserno 3a0myauics. MeHs Haiuia
Mara. {1 xoren youts e€, Ho nepeayman. OHa HAKOpMUJIa MEHS
Y Bbuleunsia. Ho motom npuiuiy e€ Jioay U CXBaTuiIu MEHs.

— D10 e€ Oparbsi, — OTBETH TPUOYH, BHUMATEIBHO CITyIIast
paccka3. — OHU HEeHaBUIAT pUMIISIH, BOpOYeM, Kak 1 Mara. Yau-
BUTEJIbHO, UTO OHA He yowia tebsi. HaBepHoe, ThI eil ueM-To 1o-
HpaBUJICS.

APpHCTOH CHST 11IJIeM, OOHAXUB KyApsiByIo TojioBy. KpoBb Ha
T'OJIOBE 3aCOXJIa U HEMHOI'O CTEPIIACH.

TpuOyH MoAoIMIEN c3aau U OCMOTpen paHeHue. Ha Bcsakuit
CITy4aii, OH 0OMOTAJI TOJIOBY A PUCTOHA KPACHOW TKAHbIO, TaK ObI-
JIO Jake HAMHOTO Teruiee. APUCTOH CTal cOOOpaXkaTh JIydIle.
[MocmoTtpeB Ha 6oponaroe im0 Hymepust, ero oceHuIo.

— Hywmepwii, — ckazan ApuctoH. — Thl cirydaitHO He ObLT 3Ha-
KoM c jernoHepom Cukcrom Paycrom?

[Ipu ynomuHanuu 3HakoMoro umenu, Hymepuit ynusuiics.

— Jla, — otBeTMJ1 OH. — A Thl OTKyAa ero 3Haeib? Heyxenn
STOT MAJIBIII BCE eIé KUB?

— Kus, em¢ kak xuB. OH MHOroe pacckasbiBaji o0 TeOe U



oueHb ckyuaeT. CUKCT ymal, Tel morud. Bot xe oH oOpamyercs,
KOTJIa YBUJIUT TeOsl.

— Jla yx, — mporoBopu yHbUI0 Hymepuii u cierka yiabiOHy-
cs1, OMYCTUB IJ1a3a BHU3. — YBUIUT MEHSI — MEPTBBIM.

TpuOyH OnOOpPUTENBFHO MOKAYal TOJOBOM U B3IAOXHYI. DTU
JHOY JTABHO CMUPWJIMICh CO CKOPOW CMEpThI0O U HE BEpWUIH B
criacenre. OHY TIOTEPSUT HAJek1y. APUCTOHY OBLIO KAJIKO UX.
Brnipouem, OH CKOpO HAYHET lyMaTh TOYHO TaK Ke.

Kok

B neiictBuTeNbHOCTU, UMIIEPATOP MPONOLKUI MyTh. U3 1me-
CTH THICSTY OCTABAJIOCh BCETO TPH, HO TOTO JAOJKHO OBLIO BIIOJIHE
XBaTHTh, YTOOBI B3ATh IEPEBHIO IITypMoM. O/IHAKO, Ha HECKOJTb-
KO JIHEeW MOXo[ pelni npeKkpatuTb. CIUIIIKOM MHOTO paHeH-
HBIX, KOTOpBIe OBUTH JIUIIEHBI CUJT HE MOIIIU (PU3UIECKH MTPOJOI-
KUTH My Th. [109TOMY OBLTO pEIIeHO OCTAHOBUTHLCS B OJIVKANTIIIEM
nocénke. Camoe yIUBUTENIBHOE 3TO TO, YTO €CNIM Obl APHCTOH
BCE K€ CBEPHYJI B CTOPOHY J€PEBHH, TO HAILET Obl CBOM JIETHOH.
Ho on BeiOpast unymo gopory. U eciu Ob1 OH He BcTpetui Mary,
OH OBl 00s13aTeIbHO BEPHYJICA Ty, YTOOBI IEPEHOYEBATb.

MecTtHble KUTeMM MPUHSUT pUMJISH ¢ paxyimeM. OHA To-
MOrajld paHeHHbIM, o0ecneunv ux TerioM. Mmneparopy ke
NPEIOCTABIIIN XMKMHY, TIe XKula o0ecriedeHHas! CEMbsl peMec-
7eHHUKOB. OJTHAKO, HA MECTHBIX JKUTENEH KEJIbTHl HE HaIaIau.
[TosTOMy OHM He 3HaJIH, TJie HAXOMUTCS MX JepeBHs. A HaXOIu-



J1aCh OHA BCETO B JIBYX JTHSIX XOABOBI.

Wmneparop kaxIplil 1€Hb XOAWUJ HABELIATh CBOMX BOMHOB U
cripaBiisiicst 00 UX 3710poBbe. baronapsi ropsiueit nuie v Temn-
J1y, KOTOpOE MPeJOCTaBUIIM SKUTEIIH, JIETMOHEPhI OBICTPO IUIN Ha
HIOIIPABKY.

OTykMHaB B Kpyry peMmeciieHHUKoB W KBuHTa, ummneparop
pelmI HaBecTUTh conaar. HakuHyB Ha cebs mami-kapakauy,
OH B CONPOBOXJECHUU LIEHTYPUOHA JBUHYJICS 110 OCBSILEHHBIM
nepeyjikaM K HeOombIIoi crapoid xmkuHe. CTydaTbcsi OH He
CTaJl, a MpOCTO 3aIen. B koMHare, KoTopas ABJsIach OIHOBpE-
MEHHO U CTOJIOBOM, U CTIaJIbHEM, Y)KUHAIU IBOE JIeTeH, JKeHIIHA
Y MyX4YMHa. 3aMETUB UMIIEpaTopa, OHU BCTAJIM U IOKJIOHWJIUCh.
MMniepaTop MaxHy/1 Ha HUX PyKOM U Ipouen mumo. B yriy, 3a
3aHABECKOW CIajl YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIA MO MIJIOCTH OOTOB CyMel
BBIKUTh. DMUJIMUI OTAEPHYJI 3aHABECKY Y TMXO CKa3aJl:

— Kpeonuuk, npocHucs.

Crapplil HEHTYPUOH OTKPBLUI I71a3a M YCTaJIO MOCMOTpPEN Ha
umrieparopa. Ero mmpokass rpygp ObUta mepemMoTaHa Oesoit
TKaHpio. CTpesia MUHYJIa KU3HEHHO BaxkHble opranbl U Kpeon
ocrajics xuB. U certyac faxe IIEN HA MONPaBKY, HO XOIUTb BCE
€IlIE HE MOT.

— Cmotpu, 9TO 51 Tebe IPUHEC, — CKa3al IMIIepaTop, yIbloa-
sicb. OH pa3BepHY/I TKaHb M OOHAXWII CYIIEHBIE SOMOKU. — DTO
51 y MECTHBIX JKUTEJIEN CTALIWI, — TPOIIENTa] DMUIUNA U yCMEX-
HYJICH.

Ho Kpeon He npousHéc Hu cnoBa. OH cMOTpes Ha UMIepa-



TOpa MOTYXIIMM B3[JISIIOM, KOTOPBII OCTaBaJICSl HEU3MEHHBIM C
TEX MOp, KaK 3aKOHYWIOCh CpaxkeHune. EMy npegocraBuim aH-
HBIE €ro IeHTYpPUH, U OH y3HaJl, YTO APHUCTOHA TaM He ObLIO.
CnepoBareinpHO, OH noru6. Ho kak ckazatb 00 3TOM UMIiepaTopy
OH He 3Hajl. Eciu ckaxer, To ero ka3HsAT. I B atom KpeoH He
COMHEBAJICS.

— A XxoTen mogHATh TeOe HACTPOEHUE, — CKa3asl IMUIIHUSI, pa30-
YapoBaBILUKCSA. — A Tbl BCE elIE rpycTeH. Thl epeXrBaelb Tak
u3-3a rudenu compar? la 6pock, THI CTOJIBKO pa3 BOEBAJI, UTO
JOJDKeH ObLT IPUBBIKHYTH K JIMIYY BOUHHL [la, s TOXXe cTpanaro.
Ho mbl oToMCcTHM eig, 3Hait 3TO.

— 41 He ympy, noka He oTomiIlly, — mporoBopui KpeoH.

— Hy Bor, npaBuipHO. Y3Hat npexHero Kpeonunka. — Mm-
MEPATOP MOIHSUJICS C KOJIEH U MOJOXKUAI CyXO(PYKTHl PSIOM C
MmarparieM Kpeona. — Bc€ Oyner xoporiio, nonpasisiiicst U Oyib
3[I0pPOB.

— bnarogapio, — orBetri1 Kpeos.

Koraa HacTynun no3nHui Beyep, U BCE YILIM ClaTh, UMIIE-
parop pelj HEMHOTO BBIIIUTh B KPYry Jpy3eu. Bceé-taku oHu
ofiepkasi modey, HeOObIIyI0, HO obdeay. B komHare cuaenu
Ksunr, nerar Jlynuit Kayiua, KOHCY M IPOKOHCYI U HECKOJIBKO
MPETOPUAHLIEB. DMUJIUU MOIYJIEKAT HA JIOKE U I BUHO.

— 3Haete, — NPOroBOPWJI Jierar. — f BeJp MOr ceryac JiexaThb
Ha TOM TIOJI€.

— Ho cnaBa Goram, Tel CUMIITL C HAMU W HACTIAXKIACTITHCS JIe-
MIEBBIM BUHOM, — OTBETWJI DMUJIAN U YIBIOHYJICS.



— He Goram, oTHIonb, — ckazan Jlymumii u 3agymaics. — Xouy
IIPU3HATBCSA KOE B UEM. ..

— O, cekpeTHKu, — 00panoBajIcs DMUIMNA U OTIIOKUB BUHO,
TO/IJIOKUIT KYJIauKU 10J] TOAOOPOAOK.

— Bo Bpemsi cpaxkeHusl, 32 MHOUM THAJICSI OAVH KeJIbT, — Hauasl
paccka3biBaTh Jierat. — Ecitu Obl He JIernoHep, KOTOPBIN 3aMeTHIT
ero, st Obl BOBMOXHO ceiyac Obul MEPTB. [la eci Obl s U cIipa-
BUJICSI C HUM, MeHsI Obl BCE paBHO yOuu1 my4HuK. Ho 3ToT napeHs,
oH...OH cnac MeHs1, MOACTaBUB CBOE TeJIO MOJ cTpeny. S naxe
3a0BUT CIIPOCUTH ero uMsi. Bposie Obl OH U3 TIepBOU IEHTYpUr
MCMAHCKOrO JieroHa. JIMII0 MHE ero noka3aaoch 3HAKOMbIM, HO
s1 HE CMOT' BCITIOMHMUTb, IJI€ 51 €70 PaHbIlIe BUJIEN.

— 3HAUUT HYKHO HAlTU €ro U BO3HArPaJUTh, — CKa3aJl BO3-
Oy JIEHHO UMIIEPATOP U yIAPWJI CJIETKA IO CTONY. — X04Y JIMYHO
C HAM TIO3HAKOMUThCsL. OOBIYHO TaKKe repou MOMaaloT KO MHE
B rBapauio. — Mimnepatop nocmotpen Ha KBuHTa 1 ynbIOHYIICS.

Ha cnenyroumii nenp, sierat Jlynuil Hayan paccripailivBaTh
NIepBYIO LIEHTYpUI0 O HeKoeM IoHome. Onucarh ObLIO CJIOKHO,
0COOEHHO KOrjJja OH He 3Hajl ero uMeHu. Ho HUKTO He moHuMalt
0 KOM MJIET peus. Torga Jlynuid pemmit 1onpocuTh HEHTYPUOHA,
HO UMIIEPATOP 3aMPETUIT €0 TPEBOKUTD MO BCAKUM MYCTSKAM U
OBLJIO pelIeHo MPEKPATUTh MOUCKH.

— Hekotopble repou BCE ke OCcTaloTcsl Oe3bIMSIHHBIMU, — CKa-
3aJ1 TOr/ia UMIEPaTop.

Jlermonep FOnwmit Kypuuii cuaen Bosnie KocTpa M rpei py-
ku. VI3 KOHTYOepHUST OCTATUCH JIHIIb TBOE. YBUJEB, KAK K HUM



MOJXOUT JIeTMOHep Mapiuii, OTJIMYHBIN 1MOBAp U HOBBIN JPYT,
FOnui1 nporosopu:

— Hy Hakonen-to, rae tedst Hocut?

— 3HaeTe, OYeHb CIIOKHO cefiyac HalTU MSCO, — OypKHYJ
Mapimid.

— Jla Hy! — BOCK/IMKHYJ BECesio BTOpPOU JIETUOHEP U3 KOHTY-
Oepnus, ero 3B Knoauii. — Heyxenu Thl 1octan Msico?

— O na, mapHu, — caMoJI0BOJIbHO oTBeTu Mapimii. — Cero-
JHSIIHSSA TOX1€0Ka OyIeT Ka3aTbcsl BaM aMOpO3Uei.

[TpuroroBuB 00eM, KOTOPBIN SIBJISUICSI OMHOBPEMEHHO U 3aB-
TPAKOM, JIETHOHEPBl PACCENUCh BOKPYT KOCTpa U MPUCTYIUIN K
ropsiyeit Mnuite.

— Yro Jlynuio Hamo ot Hac? — Crpocun Knoauii ¢ HAOUTHIM
pTOM.

— IloTepsis1 KOro-ToO, BOT U MILIET, — OTBETU Mapuwmii. — Jleru-
OHEepa, KOTOpbIi cnac ero. ['oBopuT, U3 Hallel LIEHTYpPUH.

— A OH He cKazaJ, Kak oH BusAauT? — Cripocu KOHuid, 3a-
JYMAaBIIIKCh.

— Jla KaKk ocTaJibHbIEe JIETMOHEPHI, TOCIEXH, TYHUKA, BCE Kak
OOBIYHO.

Bce 3amomuanu. Ho 3atem Mapiuii nepectas ecTh U MPOIJIo-
THB, IOTPeOOBaN K ceOe BHUMAHUE.

— Emeé y Hero amyner Bucen Ha 1iee, — ckazas Mapimit. — Bpo-
Je Obl U3 HAC HUKTO He HOCUT amyJieThl. HaBepHoe, oH ommmocs,
Y 3TOT MapeHb He U3 Halllel IEHTYPUH.

— AMyJier ropopulillb, — MeJIEHHO Iporoopui fOumit u no-



gecasl Mo0OPOJIOK.

OH BCIIOMHWJI, KaK OJHaXIbl APUCTOH MNOKasbiBaa FOHMIO
CBOM amyJieThl. KpacHblil — mogapok JIOOMMOM JKeHIIMHBI, a Je-
PEBSIHHBIN — Uyzesl.

— INapHu, — ckazan KOHu#, NOAHSABIIKCH C 3eMJIM. — Beap 310
Hai ApuctoH. KnsiHycs cannamussmu Mepkypust.

— To1 Tak nymaems? — Cnpocuit Knnopguid u npuyHsLt. — 1o cux
TIOp HE MOTY TIOBEPUTh, UTO OH Morud. Ecim Obl He OH, KTO OB
BO3IJIaBMJI Hallle Boricka? Bén oH ceOs1 Kak MICTUHHBIA ITOJIKOBO-
JIetl, XOTeJI Obl 51 eMy CITyKHTh.

— A Hy-ka, Mapuuii, — ckazan IOnuit. — [lokaxu MHe, rae
KUBET ceruac sierat Jlynuid Kamua,

Mapiuii ObICTPO JO€N CBOIO Kallly U BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU
MapHAMH, MOCJIEI0BA UCKaTh Jierata. Hammm oHu ero Bmecre
¢ umneparopom. OHU HAXOAWIKCH B XUKUHE, TJIE JieKas LIEHTY-
puoH Kpeon. Bmecto nerara Boimen Ksuar. OcmoTpeB HeOOb-
ITI0M OTPSIJT JIETMIOHEPOB, OH CIIPOCKJI, YTO UM HAJIO.

— Hawm nyxeH nerar Jlyumii, — orBerist FOHum 3a Bcex. — Mbl
3HAeM JIETUOHEpa, KOTOPOrO OH MILIET.

KBUHT HUYEro He OTBETUJI M 3aKpbL 3a coOoit 1epu. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OH CHOBA BBILIEJ U MpUIacuil B oM FOHus.
Opnoro. Imnieparop cujen Ha IEPEBSHHOM JIABOYKE M PA3roBa-
pUBaJI C IEHTYpUOHOM. «MmmiepaTop Tak pajeer 0 CBOEM BOW-
cke. K kaxoMy OTHOCUTCS, Kak K COOCTBEHHOMY CBIHY», — TIO-
JIymait B 3ToT MomeHT KOHuid.

OCTaHOBUBIIMChH HAIIPOTHUB JIEraTa U UMIEPATOpa, JIETHOHED



IOHnii Bctas B CTPYHKY M OTJaJl PUMCKMI CaiOT. 3aMETUB
Kpeona, IOHni1 KMBHYJI €My U NIOXKeENA CKOPEHIIIETO BBI3JOPOB-
JICHUSI.

— Hy u e Tot xpabpeli, 4to crac 3aaHuIly Moero apyra Jly-
uu? — Copocuin uMneparop.

— Bel Hantwm ero? — Copocu Jierar.

— K coxanenuio, od noru0d, — orserwit IOHuUi.

—Kakas nocaga, — mporopopui uMmnepaTop. — A Kak ero 3sajiu
XOTb?

— Apucron, — orerun IOnun. Jlexammii Ha nony Kpeon
MOIABUJICSI COOCTBEHHOU cJiioHOW. — OH ObUI B HAIlleM KOHTY-
O6epHUU. DTOT JOONECTHBIN I0HOIIIA BO3IJIABUJI IEHTYPHIO, KOT/Ia
HeHTypuoH KpeoH nonmyuun paHenue.

— YnuButesnbHO, rocnoga! — BoCKIMKHYJI DMWIMK U BCTaI Ha
HOru. — TOYHO Tak’ e 30ByT MOEro Jipaxauiiero ceiHa. Haeep-
HOE, Bce APUCTOHBI Takue cMeible. 7Kajb, 4To OH MOruo, U s He
ycres ¢ HUM TIo3HakoMuThesl. Hy uTo %k, momsinem xpadporo Jie-
THOHEPA.

NMnepatop NpuKpbUl 11a3a, CIOKUB PYKHM BMECTE, CIOBHO
Mostsick 6oram. CrycTst MUHYTY MOJTYaHHUSI, OH CHOBA YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Moxenib uATH, JIESTUOHEP, — cKazaa KBUHT.

IOHuit otpan yects u Boies. KpeoH cuiibHO BCnoTen U 3a-
muxopaaui. Ho Ha Hero HUKTO He oOpariay BHuManue. Crycrs
MOJTYaHUE, JIETaT BOCKJIMKHYIL:

— Beriomuwi!

— O 6ory, s 9yTh HE TIOMEP, — OYPKHYJ DMUINKN, CXBATHB-



IIUCh 32 cepilie. — 3a4eM Thl TaK KpUUHIIb?

— 4 BcmomuwL, — yxe tuie noropui Jlynun. — Touno takxe
BBIIJISI/IEN Balll ChIH. Tenepb NOHSTHO, MOYEMY €ro JIULIO MHE MO-
Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM 3HAKOMBIM.

—Yr0? — He nons1 DMunuii v nepectal yabidarbes. — To ecTh
Thl XOYEIllb CKa3aTh, 4TO Thl BUIEN ApuctoHa? Moero Apucro-
Ha? B nocniexax nernonepa? Ha none Gpanu!

Mmnepatop nokpacHes, Kak pak oT 370cTh. OH NOoAOIIEN K
Jieraty ¥ IOCMOTPEJT Ha HErO CYPOBBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— H-n-er1, — npoMamim, 3aukasch jerar. Jlaxe jierar He Bbl-
JepKUBAJT ATOT B3MJIAA. — S cKazast, 9To OH ObLT IOXOX HA HEro.
Bort u Bc€. D10 Beib HEBO3MOXKHO, Balll ChIH CEMYAC OT/IBIXAET B
JlonguHuywme.

— Bor umenno! — Ckazan dMwinid U NOBEPHYJICS K Jerary
cnuHoOW. OCTaHOBUBIIIMCH HAITPOTHUB JIOkKa IIeHTypuoHa KpeoHa,
Omwmii ynuswics. OH BIIEpBblE BUJEI IUIAUYIIero coyigadoHa
10 Mo3ra kocreil. Ero teno mxopaaunio, ¥ OH NbITAJICS YCIIOKO-
UThCS, CKaB 3yObl. — KpeoHunk, 4to ¢ T0001? — DMumii cen
PAAOM C HUM U B351J1 €r0 MO3OJIUCTYIO PYKY.

Ho Kpeon He mor npousHecty HU ciioBa. Ero s3blk CJIOBHO
OHEMEJI.

— Tume, KpeoH, — mporoBopuii J1ackoBO IMUIMKA U TOIJIA-
JIJT LIGHTYPUOHA T10 BOJIOCaM. 3aTe€M OH HAJIWJI B KPYXKKY BOJIbI U
nognéc e€ k apoxanum rydoam Kpeona. Korna Kpeon v, mo-
JIOBUHY OH pa3nwi Ha ceOs1. Pyku ero apoxainu, 1 OH He MOT ce-
Os1 YCIIOKOUTb.



Kpeon nocMotpen Ha uMrieparopa TeM ke B3IISAOM, Korjga
OH CMOTpEJ B MOCIEIHUM pa3 Ha ApucToHa. Barsaaom, mpocs-
MM TPOILEHHUS.

— Nmneparop, — nporoopuist Kpeon. — [Ipocture mens.

—3a yro? — Yausuics dmunnii 1 yneionyscs. O B3si1 Kpeo-
Ha 3a CWIBHYIO PYKY U HE OTITyCKaJl.

— D10 OBLI Balll CHIH, — HAKOHETI Tpu3HaJcs KpeoH. — 1o ObL1
ApPHCTOH.

SDMUIHI TIepecTall YJIbIOAaThCs U OTITYCTHII PYKY HIEHTYpPHOHA.

— Ho 3t0oro He Moxet ObITh, — MPOIIENTaT IMUINHN TaK, YTO-
ObI €ro HUKTO He ciblian Kpome Kpeona. — ApuctoH ocrascs B
kaHaOe?8*. Trl ormmbaenibesl.

— Her, — orBeTnn Tak ke mwenorom Kpeon. — OH nputBopuiics
JIETMOHEPOM M IIENT BMecTe ¢ HaMHu. §1 y3Has1 00 3TOM Ha HOJIIYTH,
nocze 3acafpl B jiecy. OH criac MeHs. ..

— Ilouemy Thl MHe HUYEro He ckaza? — Cripocu DMUIUK.

LleHTyprOH HUYEro He OTBETHII. DMUWINN MOJHSJICS C KOJIEH
¥y niocmorpes Ha KBuHTa.

— Yto-TO ciyunsiock? — Cripocuit 06eCIOKOSHHO TIEHTYPUOH
KBuHT.

— 9710 OBLI... ApUCTOH!

Wmmneparop Oosee He MOT cAepkUBaTh dMoluil. OH BHIOEKaIT
Ha yauily ¥ 3aKpryait. Ciaéssl 1yIIWIY €ro, HO OH He B CUJlax Obll
3artakarb. OH 33bIXaJIC U HE MOT AbIIIaTh. DMWIAKA yHall Ha
KOJIEHU U CXkaJl cHer. KBUHT U jierat nogonuiy c3aiu, nbiTasch

28 * o ..
8 I"'paxk1aHCK WA TIOCENOK TIpH Jiarepe



€ro yBecTu. MHOTrue JIETMOHEPbl U MECTHBIE )KUTEJIN YCIIbIIIAIN
KPHK UMIIEpPaTopa U COOPAIMCh BOKPYT HETO, YTOOBI y3HATh, UTO
IIPOUCXOMMT.

— IIpunuernc, — ropopui KBUHT.

— Apucron! — 3akpuuan dmwuil. — Ero youmm! Younu! Mo
CbIH MEPTB!

KBUHT B351J1 32 pyKy UMIIepaTopa 1 HayaJl yBOauTh B 1oM. [To-
Clie ero yxofa, JIIoIM MPUCTYNIIM K oOcyskaeHuio. Cka3aTb, 4To
FOHuii ObLT M3YMIIEH — HE CKa3aTh HUYETo. «BhIXoauT, 3TOT uy-
JaK Y BIpaBay ObUI CBIHOM MUMIIEPATOPA . ..»



Rk

IIpocHyncsa ApuctoH ot kpuka. Tonpko He oT cBoero. Emy
IIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO KTO-TO 30BET ero. M ronoc Obu1 ummneparopa.
Crosuna cetrnas Houb. Psnom cnamu TpuOyH u iernonep Hyme-
puii. ApUCTOH IPOTEP IJ1a3a U MOIHSJICS ¢ UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHO-
ro joxa. JIyHHei cBeT nonazaai B AMy. FOHo1Ia 3axoqu1 BOKpyr
He€ M MpUJAJICS pa3MBIIUICHUsIM. YMUPaATh 3[1eCh OH He COOU-
pasicsi. OH JI0JIKeH BEPHYTbCSI K DMUJIUIO, TOJIKEH BEPHYTHCS K
KeHe, K cBoeMy peOeHKy. [Ipocto neus u ymepers 31ech ObLIo
Obl BECbMa TOMCTUYHO C €T0 CTOPOHBI.

OH He en yxe aBa fHs. Cusbl nokuaamu ero. Ho cnoco6HocTh
MBICJIUTh OH BCE el€ coxpaHsil. [[puKOCHYBIIUCH PyKOU K CTEeHE,
OH OILYTHJI 3aMép3luil TpyHT. [lo cyTu, ecam Komate HOYBIO,
TO €CTh BEpPOSITHOCTh cOexarb. Ho kKak MOXHO yOexarb, eciu
CHJI COBEPIIIEHHO He ObUI0? APUCTOH MOPAXKEHHO OIYCTUJICS HA
3eMJII0 M CXBATHJI TOJIOBY PyKaMHU.

Hemnoro nocuzes, oH ycnblmai ronoca ceepxy. [longHsas ro-
JIOBY, OH YBHUJEJI JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CBUCAOIIME BHU3. ['onoca
ObLTM KaK MYXKCKHE, TaK U KEHCKHE. 3aTeM BHU3 HEOXKHJaH-
HO ynaJjia TSLKENasi U TOJICTasi BepEBKA. APUCTOH OT YIUBJICHUS
BcTal. CBEpXy 4YTO-TO KPUKHYJIM, OYEHb IOXOKEE Ha MPHUKa3
7e3Th HaBepx. Hymepwmii u TpuOyH yXe yCTieNn MMPOCHYThCA.

— O 6oru, — nporoopu TpuOyH. — Heyxenu oHu npuiuim
32 Hamu?



TpuOyH Banepuit mepBbiii MOIOMIEN K BEpEBKE M HAYAIT 3aJie-
3arp HaBepx. [locne none3 Hymepuii 1 B KOHILIE YK€ APHUCTOH.
Hagepxy cTos/IM HE3HAKOMBIE MY KUMHBI B OBEUBMX IIKYpax U B
poratbix 1nuiemMax. Mx Oblj10 OKOJIO AI0KUHBI U BCE OHU MPUIILTHA
32 HUMM.

— Yro um Hazo ot Hac? — Cipocusi ApUCTOH.

Ho BmMecTO OTBETA €r0 pyKH CBA3aJIM, BIPOYEM, KaK U OCTaJIb-
HBIM IIJIEHHUKaM 1 [TOBEJIM TI0 HOYHOM MIJIE BO «/IBOPEL» BOXKIS.
BHITh MOXET, BOX/Ib MPOCTHII UX U XOYET CHOBA MOMPOOOBAThH
B3AITb B CBOE YCIIy:KEHHE?

3aiins B OOMIBINON I0M, C BHICOKMUMU MOTOJIKAMH M KPYTJI000-
pa3HOM 3aJ1bl, C KOBPOM M3 MXa Ha M0y, APUCTOH YBUJIEN CUJIS-
IErO Ha JAEepPEeBSHHOM TPOHe uesoBeka. B cBere pakenoB u xa-
POBEH, KOTOpbIe OBUTH PACcCTaBJIEHbI BOKPYT, OH YBUMAEN PHIKYIO
60poay M JJIMHHBbIE KOCHl BOXKSA. PSAIOM ¢ HUM cuaenu ero chl-
HOBbsI — T€ CaMble, 4TO MorMasu ApuctoHa, u Mara. He noxons
HECKOJIBKO 111aroB, BOMHBI OCTAHOBUWJIVCh, IUNIEHHUKH — TOXKE.

— 910 Myiipenax, — mpoIenTaa TpHOyH.

Psinom crosiiiie BOWHBI, yAapuiid ApUCTOHA JIEpeBsIHHOM Oy-
JIaBOU MO KOJIEHSIM, YTOObI OH MOKJIOHWJICS MX BOxkai0. FOHoIa
B3BbLJI OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, HO omycTuics. OCTajibHbIE Ke MPO-
JOJDKIA CTOATh. BripoueM, ux cioga He npumiamianv. Boxap
Mylipenax MOAHAJICS CO CBOEr0 MeCTa U MEJIJIEHHO HaIllPaBUJICS
K IJIeHHUKaM. OCTaHOBUBIIKCH HAITPOTUB, OH C OTBPAILIEHUEM
CIUTIOHYI.

— K10? — Cripocui BoX/1b Ha KEJIBTCKOM.



Mara BcTana B MOJHBIA POCT W MOJOLUIA K OTIy. B cBere
(pakenoB aeByllIKa Kazajiach eni€ mpekpacHee. B nmponuisiid pa3
ApUCTOH BUIE €€ JUIIO JIMIIIb B HOUHOM cympake. Mata yka-
3aJ1a NaJblieM Ha APUCTOHA, a Ha OCTaJIbHbIX MaxHyja PyKON U
YTO-TO PSIBKHYJIA HEI0BOJIbHO. KesbThl U3BBMHWIMCH Mepe]l Hel U
COOpaJIUCh YBOAUTH TPUOYHA C JIETHOHEPOM OOPaTHO. APUCTOH
3aHEpPBHUYAIL.

— Kyna Bl ux Benere? — Cripocusi ApUCTOH.

— Byzb okoeH, ApHUCTOH, — OTBETHJ TpUOYH. — VIM HyXeH Thl,
a HE MBI.

Korna pumiisiH yBesr 00paTHO Ha yJuILy, BOXK/Ib HaYal ocMar-
puBaTh ApUCTOHA. APUCTOH ObLT OJIET B OIHY TYHUKY U KAJIUTU.
HocnexoB Ha HEM He ObUIO. 3aMETUB aMyJIeT, BUCSIIMNA Y HETro
Ha 1mee, Myupeaax npopslyat:

— Bop!

C710BO OBLIO CKa3aHO Ha JIATUHCKOM.

Boxnap cxBatun amyner Tamupa u 060opBaB ero c men Apu-
cToHa, 3a0pai cebe. Mara Hayasa 4To-T0 OOBSICHATH CBOEMY OT-
1y, BCE BpeMsl yKasbiBas NajbleM Ha ApuctoHa. PacckasbiBana
OHA KaK OOBIYHO OBICTPO U KECTUKYIUPYS, KaKk DMuil. Myii-
peaax ycTajio 3aKaTI I71a3a U HeXOTsl 3arOBOPHII, 00paInasch K
TUIEHHUKY:

— Otkyna oH y Te0s?

— Tamup nogapun MHeE 3TOT amyseT, — OTBETHJI APHCTOH,
JEP3KO CMOTPs B I71a3a KeJIbTa.

— Tamup? — [ToBTOpMI BOKIb. — TOYHO Takou ke aMyJieT s



ofHaX/1bl mofapui Tamupy. D10 MOii aMyJIeT — OH JOCTAJICS] MHE
e OT MOero oTua. 3a 1o, 4to TamMup BbUIEUMI MEHSI OT CMEp-
TeJIbHOW OO0JIe3HH, s mofapuil ero emy. Ho kak oH okazaics y
Te0s1? Thl BOp!

['oBOpHIT BOXIh HA YUCTOM JIATHHCKOM. UTO OBUIO JIOBOJIHBHO
YAUBUTENBHO.

— 41 He Bop, — orBeTMI1 ApHcTOH. — { cnac Tamupa Bo BpeMs
71 JUaTOPCKUX OOEB.

— To ecTb, Tl 3alUTWI €r0 OT PUMJISIHUHA? — YIUBWICS
BOX/Ib.

— Jla, — oTBeTWJ1 APUCTOH Y JAONOJTHWIIL: — 51 HE MOT' CMOTPETD,
Kak 0e3KaJIoOCTHO yOMBAIOT HU B UEM HETIOBUHHBIX JTIOJICH.

Box s XMBIKHY U celt 00paTHO. Bpatbs ¢ npe3peHueM cMoT-
penu Ha APUCTOHA U Ka3aJoCh, HOPOBKIIU YOUTH €TO.

— Tamup He ctaj Obl IapUTh aMyJIeT TPSIZHOMY PUMIISTHUHY, —
CKazaJl BoxJb. — Ho, eciii oH okazaycs y TeOsl, 3HAUUT, ThI JIU-
00 rOBOpHIIIL MTPABIY, OO Thl OOBIKHOBEHHBIH BOp. — OH M0-
Jecas 60poay u mpoaoyikui. — 5 mam tede oquH maHc. Ecnu ol
TOBOPMIIIb, YTO ThHI criac TaMupa Ha MIaAMaTOPCKUX Urpax, 3Ha-
YUT, Tl XOPOIIUIA O0ell. 3aBTpa Thl JOKAXEIh 3TO, CPA3UBIIIHCh
¢ MouM ceiHOM Pr6om. Ecii Tl ofosieelins ero, To st HoBeplo Te-
Oe, 1 THI OyJelb OTITyITeH Ha Boimo. Eciu HeT, To Oynenns youTr.
Your kak Bop.

OnmuH U3 CHIHOBeW paccMesuics. DTo sBHO Obl1 Pu6. Brico-
KUH, )XWIUCTBIA ucnonuH. OaHoro Tenocioxenus: ¢ KpeoHom.
Ho on ogHax sl yxe modeaun KpeoHa, 3HAUUT CMOXET U OJI0-



JIeTh KeJIbTa, TeM OoJiee BpsiJi JIM KeJIbT 00y4eH rpeyeckor 60pb-
6e 1 puMcKoMy pexToBaHMI0. Mara Obliia SIBHO HEJJOBOJIbHA.

Koraa ysonunu Apucrona, Mara 1nuia pssaoM 1 BO3MYIIAJIACh,
BCE BpeMs1 IOBTOPSIS CJIOBO «OTEIl».

— He Gecrokoiics, — ckazan ApucTtoH. — TBoil Opar He yObET
MEHS.

Mara cJI0BHO MOHSJIA €T0 U B3/I0XHYJIA. ApPUCTOHA IIPUBEIH K
crapoii koHomHe. Kpome cena 31ech Huuero He Obuto. JleByinka
CHOBA JIOCTaJ1a U3 YK€ HOBOM CyMKH MsICO U XJieO U Tepenaia
ux B pyku Apucrony. Ho 1oHoma xectom oTkasaincs. [eBymnika
BOITPOCUTENTBHO MOCMOTpENIa Ha Hero.

— Tel 1yuriie Moux apy3eil HAKOPMU, @ He MEeHs1, — CKa3zan ApH-
CTOH.

Mara caBuHyna TEMHBIE OPOBH Ha TEPEHOCHUIIE, BBIpaXkast
HEI0BOJICTBO.

— OnM nbITaThesl YOUTH MOM OTell, — CKa3asla OHa Ha rpyooM
JIATUHCKOM U CKaJla KyJIaKH OT 3JIOCTH.

Apwucron 3agymaiica. OHM eMy HUYero He TOBOPWIIU IPO TO-
KylieHre. [IeByIKa cTosia psaoM, CKpPECTHB PyKH Ha TPYIH.
ApUCTOH MoAomEN O1Mke U B3s1 €€ PyKU B CBOU, CMOTPS TIPsi-
MO B 71a3a. Mara ynuBIIach Takoi Jep30CTH, HO HE COMTPOTHB-
JIS71ACh.

— Mara, — ckazan Apucton. — [looGeraii MHe, 4TO MOH Jpy-
3bs1 OYyT OCBOOOXXIECHBI B CITy4ae MOer MoOe/Ibl.

JleBy1iKa XoTena OTBETUTh — HET — HO, CMOTPSI B TOJTyObIe IJ1a-
3a ApHCTOHA, B KOTOPBIX OTPaXkaach ero YucTasi, 1o0pas ayia



OHA OTBETHWJIA:

— Xopoluo. f moroBopio ¢ OTHOM.

9710 OBLIO CKA3aHO Ha KEJITCKOM, HO APUCTOH MOYEMY-TO
ObLT YBEpeH B CBOEM repeBofie. [leByIka nepenana MoxXUTKU ¢
€10l ApUCTOHY, BMecTe ¢ (pJIsI’KKOU C BOJIOM U BBIIILIA, 3allepeB
€ro B KOHIOIIIHE.

[TnoTHO MOyXMHaB, APUCTOH TYT *ke ycHyJ. HayTpo k Hemy
CHOBa 3a111a Mara u ynsioasice, nepejaia 3aBTpak. ApUCTOH I10-
Orarogapu IEByIIKY, U OHa BbIlIa. OHA SIBHO YTO-TO UCITBITHI-
BaJIa K HEMy ¥ 9T0 ApUCTOH 4yBcTBOBaI. OHa OblTa O€3yCIIOBHO
KpacuBa U MUJIa, U 100pa U BOMHCTBEHHA, HO Y APUCTOHA yxke
€CTb XkeHa, TIoOMMasi )KeHa, OJIHAKO cep/iie ObUIO 3aHSATO OTHIOAb
He Kuccoii, a DmunuemM. OH Bc€ BpeMsi AyMas O HEM, BCIIOMHU-
HaJ1 0OBATHS U TIepBbIN Norenyid. IHOrja OH mpeACcTaBIIsI, uTo
amyset Kuccel emy nopapui ummneparop u nesnosai ero. Ho ne-
pel I1a3aMu TYT e TOSBIISIICS 00pa3 jKeHbl, KOTOpasi CMOTpe-
Ja Ha Hero ¢ ykopoM. [IpaBunbHO. YV Hero cembsi, peOEHOK. A
UMIIepaTop — MO CyTH ero ycbiHoBWJI. Hu 0 Kakoii cBsA3U, Kpome
POICTBEHHOM, OH HE JIOKEH lyMaTb.

3aKOHYUB C 3aBTPaKOM, APHUCTOH HaYasl BOOOpa)aTh CKOPBIN
60i1. OH He ObUT YBepeH B cBoel nodejie, n0o Pud Obi1 HAMHOTO
cusbHee ero. K Tomy ke 1oHoIIa CHITbHO 0cial He TONBKO (hU3H-
YecKH, HO U JyXoBHO. Bripouem, ecnu oH Oyaet youT, To ympeT
JOCTOMHO, Cpakasich 3a CBOOOY, Kak epeTHK Tamup u ero yue-
HUKHU.

bmke k nongHio 3a HUM npunu. OJHAKO HUKaKuX JocCTie-



XOB emy He fnanu. [TprBenu oHu ero K HeOOJTBINON IO/, TTe
y&e coOpaJicsi Hapojl, 4ToObl TocMOTpeTh Ha Ooil. Korma Apwu-
CTOH MIPOXOAMJT MUMO KEJIbTOB, OHU TOJIKAJIM €r0 U OPOCaIv Mpo-
KJIATUSA. APUCTOH He oOpalliai Ha HUX BHUMaHue. Briepenyu Ha-
XOIWJICSI TPOH BOXK[IS, PSIZIOM C HUM CTOSUIM €r0 CTPKHHUKHU U
Marta c ocransHbIME OpaThsiMu. Takke 3/1ech HAXOAMIACh U XKe-
Ha BokJIs1. Takas ke ppDKeBOJIOCast JKEHIIMHA, TIOX0kast Ha Ma-
Ty. Boil ObLT BakKHBIM, OH pemia cynp0y He TOIbKO APHCTOHA,
HO u Pu6a. Beyis Puo ObuT cambIM cTapiiiiM U3 CHIHOBEH U B CITY-
qae ooe/1l APHCTOHA, MX TJIEMsT MOTJIO JIMIITUTHCS TJIABHOTO Ha-
CIIeJTHUKA.

OcTaHOBMBIIIUCH, APUCTOHY Tepeaanu Med. Puvckuii meu. B
TO BpeMs Kak PuO Obul BOOPYkEH OrpOMHOI OYyJ1aBOU, CIOBHO
Oy/aBa — 9TO OCHOBHOE OpyXue KebToB. KOHoIa Ha Mur mpen-
CTaBWJI, KaK 3TOW camoil OyJ1aBoii JIOMaloT eMy O&npa u mpoou-
BaloT yepern. KenbT Tak ke, Kak 1 ApUCTOH ObLIT 6€3 JI0CTIEXOB.
Jl71s1 IeMOHCTpaIu, OH CHSLT € ceOst BEPXHIOIO OJIEK /Y M OCTAJICS
B OJIHAX IITaHaX. APUCTOH He MOCJIe0BAJ €ro npumepy. Boxap
TIOTHSIJICS C JIOKA U UTO-TO MPOBO3IJIACKIT TPOMKHUM rOJIOCOM, Ha-
BEPHOE, UTO-TO BPOJIE HAMYTCTBYIOIIMX CJOB, YTO TOBOPUT UM-
riepaTop BO BpeMsi IOMIThl. 3aKOHUYHMB Peub, HAPOJ BHIPA3HIT BOC-
XHITIEHHE.

ApucToHa TOJIKHY/IM BHepén U Havasicst 6oi. Bokpyr crosm
JIONY U To0aipyuBaiy chiHa Boxkis. VI Tombko MaTa MBICJIEHHO
MOJIHJIACh 3a Mode1y ApUCTOHA.

BapabaHIMKN pUTMUYHO HaYauTl OUTh B KOJKaHbIe OapaOaHbl.



Bcé 310 HanoMMHAJIO ceiyac epeMOHUIO KEPTBOITPUHOIICHU S,
rie ApucToH — keptBa. KenbT ObuT Bhlllle ApHCTOHA HA JBE TO-
JIOBBI, & €r0 IMPOKask MOXHATAsl TPY/b TMOJHOCTHIO 3aKpbIBaJa
OT ApHCTOHA 4YacTb 3putesieil. Pud KpyTun u maxai B BO3jayxe
CBOIO OyJIaBy, IEMOHCTPUPYsI CBOE MACTEPCTBO BJIAJICHUS OpPY-
KreM. APHCTOH B CBOIO OY€PEe/Ib CTOSUT HA MECTE U HE IBUTAJICS.
Meu oH nepskait AByMsI pyKamH, 3alluIiasi He3alUIIEHHbIE Ya-
cru Tena. Ecau Obl emy 1anu XOTs1 Obl IIUT. ...

Kenbr mepecran KpuBisThbcsl ¥ Urpath Ha myonuky. OH 3a-
phIYay Kak 3Bepb M HAOPOCWIJICS Ha IOHOMIY. 3aMaxHYBIIHCH
HaJl HUM, APUCTOH MOJTHUEHOCHO OTIIPHITHYJI B CTOPOHY U 3a-
OexaB c3a/y, HaHEC ymap B cnuHYy. Hapon HeMcTOBCTBOBAUL
Kenbt, pa3o3nuBiimch OT HeOONBIION paHbl, HA4Yal HAHOCHUT y/a-
PbI OBICTPO M PE3KO, CJIOBHO AEpXal B pyKax TOMOp U pyowI jie-
peBbsi. APHCTOH TOJIBKO U yCTIEBAJI, UTO OTOETraTh B CTOPOHY, MO0
napyupoBaTh OH Obl BCE paBHO HE cMoOT, OyJaBa Obuia OOJIbIIe U
TsDKesiee Meva. B ouepeHO pa3 3aMaxHYBIIWCH, KEIbT YIapuil
TI0 Mevy C TAKOH CHJIOH, YTO OH TPECHY Mo nosiam. Jlioam axHym
OT YIUMBJICHUS. APUCTOH M3YMJIEHHO TTOKOCHJICSI HA OCTaTKH CBO-
€ro Meua, Ho He cooupaJicsi cjaBathesi. Bocronb30BaBIIMCh MO-
MeHTOM, Korjia Puo yxe mpa3qHoBas cBO odery U paccnadui-
csl, IOHOIIIA, HArHYBIIIMCh, OBICTPO MPOCKOJIB3HYJ MEXKIY MOXHA-
THIX HOT KeJIbTa ¥ OKa3aBIINCh C3a/IH, 3AIPHITHYT €My Ha CIIUHY,
00XBaTUB HOTaMH €ro TYJOBHIIE, HOPOBSI TIOBAIUThH HA 3eMJIIO.
Pu6 oT HEOKMAAHHOCTU YPOHWI TSKENyI0 OylaBy ceOe Ha HO-
Ty ¥ 3aKpuyvaji oT 00au. 3pUTeId TPOMKO CMESUTUCh HaJl HUM.



ApuctoH cxBaThB Puba 3a 1mer, OTTaJKMBasCh TEJIOM Hazaj,
HAKOHEII MOBAIMIJI BapBapa Ha 3emimo. Pub Heykmoxe ymai, a
APpUCTOH TeM BpeMeHeM OBICTPO OCeJlIaB ero, HalpaBHJI OCTaT-
KM CBOETO Meua Hajl ero ropsiom. KesbTel nepecrany cMesaTbes U
B BO3/lyXe NoBucia TuilimHa. HUKTO He 03uaan Takoro noBopo-
Ta. Pu6 Toxe. FOHOIIA OKa3aics CIUIITKOM JIOBKUM | OJ1aronapsi
CBOEMY HEBBICOKOMY POCTY, CMOT OJOJIETh BapBapa rojbIMU pPy-
KaMH, CJIOBHO JIEB.

7Kena BOX sl PUKpPBUIA JTUIO PYKAMU, OKUJAsT CMEPTh CBO-
ero crapiero ceiHa. Ho Apucton naxe He gymait ero youBarh.
BMecTo 3T0ro oH OTKMHYJI CJIOMaHHBIM M€Y B CTOPOHY M CJe3
c Puba. Pu6 ¢ megoymenuem nocmotrpen Ha Apucrona. KOHo-
11a yIBIOHYJICS eMy Y Tofial pyKy. Pub npussi e€ u mogHsics,
BCE elI€ He MOHUMasA, YTo Ipousowio. Bee momuanmu. Heyxemu
cMept He OyneTr? Boxab MOMHSIICSA ¢ TpOHA W BBIIIET HA UM-
IIPOBM3UPOBaHHYI0 apeHy. CHayajla OH BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTPEJ
CBOETO ChiHa, UIfa paHeHust. Ho HU4Yero kpome HeOOMBIION 11a-
panuHbl Ha MOSCHULIE OH HE HAILIEN.

— [Noyemy ThI He o Moero ceiHa? — Cripocnin Myiipeiax Ha
JIATUHCKOM.

— Kasxap1i1 1oCTOMH KU3HU, — OTBETUJ ApUCTOH. — Jlaxke Bpar.
Tamup ckazana MHE — HY’KHO YMeTb npoiars. [Ipomenne — jryd-
11e 000 MEeCTH.

— Mos 1oub Obla TpaBa, — IPOrOBOPUIT BOXK[b. — Y TeOs U
BITPaBIYy J100poe cepale.

3aTeM OH 3aroBOPUJI Ha KEJIBTCKOM, 00pamiasich K 3pUTEIsIM.



OH BC€ BpeMs yKasblBas NAJIbLEM HAa APUCTOHA U KECTUKYJIU-
posai. [Io okoHYaHMM pedn, OH CHOBA MOJOLIEN K IOHOIIE U IT0-
JIOKWJI MYy PYKY Ha I1J1e40, clerka npuoOHsB. 3pUTelu 3apyKo-
IUIECKAJIH, BbIpaXkast ol0OpeHue.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT? — Cripocus HAKOHETT BOX/Ib.

— ApuUCTOH.

&gk

[Mocne moeauHka ObLT HA3HAYEH MUP, HA KOTOPHIN ObLT MPH-
rnaimeéd Apuctod. [Ipuién oH Ha Hero BCE€ B TOM ke HIEPCTsi-
HOU YK€ 3aTaCKAaHHOW TYHHKE, B COIMPOBOKAEHUH HEOOJBIIIOTO
9CKOPTA U3 CTPAKHUKOB BOKSA. YKUH MPOXOIMIT B HEOOIBIION
3ajie, HAMHOTO MEHbIIIe, Hexenu y umneparopa Pumckoit m-
nepuu. Bcé ObUIO BecbMa CKPOMHO, a U3 TOCTEH PUCYTCTBOBA
JIMIIb UHTUMHBIA KPYT POACTBEHHUKOB. 3a JAE€PEBSAHHBIM JJIMH-
HBIM CTOJIOM CHJIENIY K€HA BOXJS, TPOE CHIHOBEW, OMH U3 KO-
TOPBIX OBUT CAMBIM MJIAJIIIINM, JIET CEMH, 104b Mata, caMm BOX[Ib
Y HECKOJIbKO BOMHOB-BOEHAYAJIBHUKOB, BUAUMO TaKXke SABJIAIO-
IIMXCSA KPOBHBIMU POJCTBEHHUKAMYU CEMBH BOXKIA.

[To npuxonge ApHCTOHA, BCE Pa3oM IEepecTau NeperoBapu-
BaTbCsl. KesbThl, KOTOpBIE COMPOBOXKAAIM €r0, IPUBETCTBOBAIN
CBOET0 BOXK /A U BHILLUIM Ha YJIUILY, OCTABUB APHUCTOHA HAeJUHE C
KeJIbTCKOM cembeil. Bce cMoTpesu Ha «puMIIsSIHUHa» KTO C IIpe-
3pEHUEM, a KTO C YBAKECHUEM.

— IpucaxuBaiicsi, Ipyr, — cKazaj BOXK/b, YKa3blBasl KECTOM



Ha JIOXe Bo3Jie ceOa. Tam ke Boccenayia 1 Mara.

ApPHCTOH KMBHYJ ¥ IOBUHOBAJICA. [I0Ka OH IIEN, KEIbTHI CMU-
psun ero B3rsaoM. OHM ObUTH OJIETH B KOGTHI C UTMHHBIMU PY-
KaBaMH U IITaHbl. Y BOEHAYAJIBHUKOB MPSIMO HA CTOJIaX HAXOIU-
JIUCh UX porarbie 1uieMbl. Bce My:X4nHBbI, KpOME MJIAAIIETO Chl-
Ha, OBUTM KOCMaThIMK ¥ O0pofaThiMU. B3risn ux ObuT mogooeH
XUIHUKaM. OHM TPOMKO AbIIIAIM U NbIXTenu. [1a3a HamMmch
KpoBbl0. OHU SIBHO HErOJIOBAJIA U HE XeJlald CUJIETh C BParom
3a 00muM ctosiom. OIMH U3 HUX BCE JKe He BBIACPKAT M HaYall
pyrarbcs, BCE BpeMs ThlKas aJIblieM Ha ApucToHa. Box b cro-
KOMHO OTpearupoBal M kKeCTOM MOIMPOCUJI €ro 3amoyarh. Pa3z-
THEBAHHBIN KEJIbT yAApWJI KYJIaKOM IO CTOJTy U HAJIEB Ha TOJIOBY
IIUIEM, BBIIIENT U3 XWKUHBL. BoXkb He ctay oOpamarh Ha Hero
BHUMAaHME.

Korna Apucron cenn, Mara y/bpIOHyJ1ach eMy | cpa3y e 1o3a-
OO0THJIaCh HATIOJIHUTH €T0 MyCTYI0 MUCKY e70M. APUCTOH Mmooa-
rofgapuI e€ v MPUHSICS JKaJHO eCTh. PUO cujien HarpoTUB | T10-
THpas OOJILHOE MECTO, Kyla APUCTOH HAHEC yiap.

— ApucTtoH, — Hauas roBopuTh Myiipeaax. — Tol xpaOpo cpa-
XKaJics U JIoKa3aj CBOE MacTtepcTBO (pexToBaHUs U OOphOBI. Thi
O4YeHb JIOBKUM, KaK Jlacka. HUKTO He oxmmas, 9To Thl CMOKEIIIb
Tak OBICTPO TOJILIMH PyKaMH MOOOPOTh MOETO CaMOro CHIIBHOTO
BOMHA M cbIHa Puoa.

Venpimas cBo€ uMsa, Pud oTBIEKCS OT eIbl.

— brnaronapio 3a noxsainy, Boxap Myiipenax, — oTBeTHs1 Apu-
CTOH. — 4] Tak monaraio, Bbl CAEPAKUTE CBOE CJI0BO U OTILYCTUTE



MeHs?

— INopoxau, He Toporu COOBITHSI, — CKa3al BOXK/Ib U CJIETKa
yibiOHyJICs. — [Tocie mopakeHus, s OTepsiI MHOTO OpaBbIX BO-
uHOB. B HeraBHeili 6utBe norud Mo ceiH. TBOI Hapoa yous ero.
Ero cmeptsb 51 He ciocoOeH POCTUTh BaM.

— Ilo3BonbTE 3aMETUTH, — AEP3KO TMepeOrs ero ApUCTOH. —
9710 Bbl Hanlayi1 Ha Hac. [Ipryém Besin BOWHY BbI SIBHO HE MO Mpa-
BUJIAM, U I CUATAI0 BECbMA HEJOCTOMHO. S TOXke moTepsii poa-
HOT'O YeJIOBEeKa, HO 3TO He MOBOJ HeHaBUJeTh Bac. HaBepHoe, y
Bac Ha TO OBUTM BEeCKHE MPUYMHBI, Pa3 Bbl BCTYMIIN HA TPOITY
BOMHBI ¢ Pumckoirt mniepueit.

Boxap HekoTOpoe Bpemsl Moilyall, epeBapuBasi cjaoBa Apu-
croHa. Ho nociie npousHeéc:

— I'naBHasA npyuuKHa Haley BOMHBI — 3TO MeCTb. S gymalo, 310
JOCTaTOYHOE OCHOBAHHUE.

Myiipenax BCTasl ¥ 3aX0JWJI IO MaJIeHbKOM KOMHATe.

— Korga-To g xwnn 0113 KaHaObl, cO cBOeE ceMbel. MHe ObLIO
CTOJIBKO € JIET, CKOJIbKO M TeOe. S BBIyUrJT JATUHCKHIA, TTOTO-
MY 4TO BCE BpeMsl KOHTAaKTUPOBaJI C pUMJIsIHAMU. PumiisiHe Ka-
3aJIMCh MHE JPYKeT0OHBIM HApOJOM, OHU He Tporajiu Hac. Moii
OTel] 1ac OBell ¥ MPpoAaBall Kypy puMckuM Toproeuam. Ho oa-
HAX/[Ipl, S BEPHYJICA JOMOU Y YBUJEJ, KAK HECKOJIBKO JIETMOHE-
POB HACWJIYIOT MOIO MaTb, a OTEL] TEM BPEMEHEM JIEKaJl Ha MOy
¢ nepepe3aHHbIM ropaoM. Mcnyrasiuce, s yoexan B jec. C tex
nop He Bo3Bpammajics. U s permt otomctuts. S cobpait moaei
BOKPYT MEHS, U Mbl yIILTK. Bbl Ha3bIBaeTe HaC BapBapamu, Korjaa



caMH HAYYTh HE OTJIMYAETECh OT )KUBOTHBIX.

Box b CIUTIOHYJT ¥ TPOrOBOPHII ITPOKJISATUE HA CBOEM SI3BIKE.

— Mos keHa ToXke JIMIIWIACh POAUTENIEN, — Hayasl pacCKa3bl-
BaTb ApUCTOH. — VIX yOWIM KpeauTopsl U MOaoKIu aom. On-
HAKO OHA He *kaxJeT OOBbSIBUTh BOWHY BCell MakeloHnY, JIUIIIb
U3-3a TOTO, YTO KaKue-T0 HeoOpa3oBaHHbIe, HUKYEMHBIE U HPaB-
CTBEHHO OITyIIICHHbIE MaKeJJOHsTHE yOuu e€ cembio. TOUHO Tak
e 1 B BallleM citydae. [Ipu3Haroch, s Toke B CBOE BpeMsl TepIETh
HE MOI' pUMJISH.

ITocne nmocnenHero cnosa, BOKAb YIUBUIICH.

— Ia, n6o 51 He pUMJISIHUH, — POAOJIKIIT APUCTOH. — $1 371HH,
c octpoBa Kudepa. Pumckue paboTOproBIibl MOXUTUIN MEHS U
oOpatuiu B paOCTBO, MPOAAB HA TOPre BIAEINbIly JTyHmaHapus,
TO €CTb MyOJIMYHOTO A0MA.

APHCTOH MOHSIT, UTO HE CTOUT YK€ CKPbIBaTh BCE CBOU TAWHBI.
Ecnu oH He Oyner ¢ HUMU OTKPOBEHEH, TO €ro He OTITYCTAT Ha
BOJIIO.

— U noBepbTe, s1 HEHABUIEN PUMJISH TTOOOJTE BaIllero U Kax-
JoMy skenan cMeptd. Ho mociie 3HakoMcTBa ¢ OJHUM 4YeJloBe-
KOM, KOTOPBIH SIBJISIETCSI YUCTOKPOBHBIM PUMIISIHUHOM, 51 U3Me-
HWI cBo€ MHeHue. He Bce pumiisiHe rpyObie, KpOBOXKaJHbIE, Ca-
MOBJTIOOJIEHHBIE ¥ BRICOKOMEPHBIE, MHOTHE M3 HUX XOPOIIIHE JII0-
. Xo4dy cKa3aTh, YTO HE CTOUT CYIUTh O HAPOJIE B LIEJIOM JIMIIIb
MO KyYKe MOJOHKOB. YBepeH, OHM ObLJIM HaKa3aHbl CIOJHA 32
CBOE TipecTyIuieHue. A OOBSBIISTh BOWHY BceMy PuMy s mona-
ral HepazymHo. M Bbl 1 MbI IOTEPSITIM MHOTO Jiofen. MHue ka-



JKETCsI, y MHOTUX TIOTMOIIMX BOMHOB ObLJIM CEMbH, KOTOPBIE K/1a-
Jm ux aoma. Jljis Bac BOMHA — 3TO BCETO JIMIIb MOBOJ, I0Ka3aTh
CBOE MPEBOCXOJICTBO, OPABHSATHCS CUJIaMU JIPYT TIEPE]] IPYTOM,
HO Bbl HE 33/IyMbIBaeTeCh O CylIbOax CBOEro ke Hapojaa v Ayma-
eTe TOJILKO O cebe. DTO rou3m.

Apwucron 3amonmyait. Cyas no masam MaTsl OHa MoHsi1a Apu-
cToHa. B Bo3myxe moBucia rHeTymasi TUIIMHA. /KeHa BOX/s
BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTpEJIa Ha CBOEMY MYXka M KJajla €ro OTBET.
CriycTsl JOBOJIBHO JIMTENILHOE BPEMSI OH BCE K€ ITPOU3BHEC, HEXO-
TSI

— Bo3MoOxkHO, Thl ¥ TIpaB, 10HOIIA. BoliHa 3TO U BlpaBay 3710.
UYro b1 npeiaraeiis caenarh? Caarbesa? 3akaounuTh Mup?

— $1 Huuero He npenyarai, — oTBeTHI ApUCTOH. — Beé 3aBu-
cuT oT Bac. Ho Xxouy ckazaTh, UTO paHO WX MO3JHO UMIIEPATOP
HaWJET Ballly JIEPEeBHIO M TOrJa BaM He M30ekaTh KPOBOMPOJIH-
ThsA. COBETYI0 BaM yXOJUTb, 1a KAK MOXHO CKOpee.

Boxp mouecan B 3alyMUMBOCTH OOPOY U B3IOXHYJI.

— Hy uto %, Apucron. Kak s u obemian, st oTiyckawo Te0st Ha
Boio. M cnacn6o Tebe 3a COBET U 32 MYJIPOCTb.

— OnHako s He yily OAWH, — CKa3aJl HEOKUAAHHO APHUCTOH
u Bctal. — Co MHOM yWUIYT MOM JIpy3bsl, T€ ABa PUMJISIHUHA, YTO
CHUJISIT B sIME.

— Uckimoueno! — I[MpoGacuit Boxk1b ¥ pazo3iuiics. — OHU ocTa-
HYyTCs 371ech. Thl 3acimyKUBaellb XU3HU, y TeOs1 J0Opoe cepaiie,
OHU — HET.

ApucToH cen 0O6paTHO 1 mocMoTpen Ha Mary. Marta noxana



IieYamu.

— Pa3 tak, — nporoBopus1 ApUCTOH M MoYecall Ky4epsiBylo ro-
JoBy. — To mpennaraio Takol BapuaHT — Bbl OTITYCKAE€TE MOMX
Jpy3ei Ha BOJIO, a s OCTaloCh 371eCh. MoxeTe yOUTh MeHsI B3aMeH
Ha UX XWU3Hb, OO 51 HE TPOIILy ceOe, eClii OHU YMPYT 3/1eCh.

Myiipenax mmpoKO pacKpbuUl IJIa3a U MPOKANUIAJICS B KyJIaK.
Takoro moBopoTa COOBITUI OH HUKAK HE OXKUAA.

— OTgaéup M Thl OTYET B CBOMX CJIOBax, Majibuminka? He
32001 1 ThI?

ApUCTOH NOCMOTPES Ha BOKAS M OTPULIATESILHO MTOKAYaJl Io-
JI0BOM. B3risiz 1oHOImM ObUT CepbE3HBIM, a TEMHBIE OpPOBH CBU-
HYTBI Ha IEPEHOCHULIE, CJIOBHO OH ILIyPUJICS OT SIPKOT'O COJIHIIA.

— BeITh MOCEMY, — HaKOHEI TPOU3HEC BOXK/b. — Sl MX OTITyC-
Kaio, 0ojiee TOro, OHM TOJTyYar TEMJIbIe ONIEK bl M MPOBUAHT. A
Thl — OCTaHEUIbCS 3/1€Ch. Thl MOHUMAEIIIb 3TO?

— 41 npekpacHO Bac Cblllly, — OTBETHIJI APHUCTOH.

Crioko#CTBHE M paBHOAYILIME APUCTOHA MPUBOIWIIA B 3aMe-
IaTenbCTBO BOXAsA. OH HE NMOHMMAJ, KaK MOXXHO MPOMEHSTh
CBOIO BOJIIO HA BeuHOe 3akymodyeHne. OHako ApPUCTOH TeM Bpe-
MeHeM ObLJT YBEpEH M UyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MUMIIEPATOP yKE OUEHb
CKOPO MPUJET 32 HUM, UOO OTITYITIIEHHBIE Ha BOJIIO PUMJISTHE CMO-
I'yT ITOKA3aTh MECTO MOJIOKEHUE TOW CAMOM 3aTEPSIHHOW JIEPEBHU
«YTOIMW», KOTOPYIO TaK JI0JT0 UIIYT pUMCKUeE Boicka. 1 Torga
UMIIepaTop BO3bMET MX IITYPMOM M OCBOOOAUT €ro. ApUCTOH
OBbLIT yBEpEH B 9TOM, OTHAKO TaK JIK 3TO OyJeT Ha camoM Jierie?



Kok

To, uTo OBLIO abIlle HUKTO He oxkuaai. [Ipuuém ynusieHue
KOCHYJIOCh HE TOJIBKO APHCTOHA, HO U IJIEHHUKOB. Kak u oGe-
11aj1, Boxab Myiipeaax ocBooonu jiernonepa Hymepus u tpu-
OyHa Banepus. Bonee Toro, um ObL1 pe10cTaBIeHbl BCe HEOOXO-
JVIMbIE BEIIM, KOTOPbIE MOIJIM OBl IIPUTOAUTHCS B MyTH, a TAKKE
3aracel MIPOBUAHTA Ha Henemo. Pasymeercs, coniaTsl He0yMe-
BaJIM, OJHAKO TaK M HE CMOIJIM y3HaTh UCTMHHYIO MPUYUHY HX
BHE3AITHOTO OCBOOOXIeHU s U3 3akaouenusi. Ho onu noraapiBa-
JIMCh, YTO 37ech ObUT 3amMerad ApuctoH. 6o ux ocBoOoaum
MMEHHO TOCJIe TOro, Kak MOSBUJICS UMEHHO OH.

Bosxap nmpucymiancs K cioBaM ApUCTOHA M B CKOPOM Bpeme-
HU pellny IOKUHYTh JEPEBHIO BMECTE CO CBOMM HapoaoM. Camy
JePEBHIO OHU PENIAIA YHUYTOXKUTH, 1a0bl HE OCTaBUTH CJIEIOB
nocne ceds. daxe ecnu Obl puMIiIsiHe Hanum e€, teruoHep Hy-
Mepuil u TpuOyH Basiepuii, KoTopele ckopee BCero rnokasaim Obl
JIETUOHY MyTb, OHU ObI COWIM OBIBIIMX TUIEHHUKOB O€3yMHbBIMU
Y cymaclleIIMMU, BbDKUBIIKMMU U3 yMa BO BpeMsl IUIeHa. Apu-
CTOH OBUI CWJILHO Pa304apoBaH, KOTrJa y3HaJI, YTO OHU TIOKU/A-
10T JepeBHI0. [IpuéM I0HOIITY OHM PEelviM B3Th C COOOM U He
youBaTh. 3auemM oH uM? ApUCTOH He 3HaI. OH XOTel, Kak MOX-
HO CKOpee MOKMHYTh BpUTaHMio 1 BEpHYTHCS B YK€ POIHON eMY
Pum, k sxeHe u peOEHKy, K Dvummio. .. Ho Buamumo, 6oru permmmm
BHOBbD I10CJIATh €MY UCIIBITAHKE.



[lo yHMUTOXEHUM IEPEBHU, KEJIbTHl YU B ['pamnuaHckue
TOpBI, YTOOBI CKPHIThCS TaM. K ToMy ke BHIOpa OHM CHEXHBIN
JeHb, 4TOObI UX CJe/ibl 3aMeNno cHeroM. Heckosbko MOBO30K C
MPOBUAHTOM U BelllaMy ObUTM 3allpsiKeHbl MyJaMU U eXalld B
0003e, BMeCTe ¢ XKEHIIIMHAMU, CTAPUKAMHM M IeThMU. TaMm ke men
1 ApuctoH. Boxap pemmi He kKajloBaTh €ro, HEB3Upasi Ha €ro
noGeny Hajg bupom u amyner. HaBepHoe, OH He XOTes TepATh
CBOU aBTOPUTET Mepe]] CBOMMH JioibMU. V160 HeHaBHUCTh KeJIbTOB
K pUMJISIHAM Ka3aJioCh, HEBO3MOKHO ObLJIO yMEpUTh. XOTS, caM
ApUCTOH 1 He ObLT PUMJISTHUHOM.

Pyku muieHHUKa ObLIM TTPUBSI3aHbI TPYOOU BepEBKOM K OTHOM
U3 TeJier, B KoTopoy exanu fetu. OHu CMesUIUCh HaJl HUM U Opo-
Cajim Mycop C KaMHsIMU. KeHIIMHbI AEPrajii ero 3a OIekKAy U
Opocaym nipokJsaTus. [leppoe BpeMsi, APUCTOH 3aMedal 3TO U
TIBITAJICS] BBIPBATHCSA, YTOOBI OTBETUTH BapBapam. Ho 1o mporiie-
CTBUM TPEX JHEH, Ha Hero rnepecrand oopaiiarh BHUMaHUE U
APpHCTOH HalOMHUHAJI HEKOE )KUBOTHOE WM Belllb, A0 KOTOPOH
HET Jena.

Houblo oHM ocraHaBmuBaivch. [IneHHMKA pa3BS3bIBAIA U
KOPMUJIM, HAyTpo cHoBa UK. [1lnu oHu nosro, He OCcTaHABIN-
Basicb. Heckomnbko pa3 nonaaajiv nog MeTesib U BCE paBHO MPO-
JIOJIKAJIM CBOM ITyTh, HECMOTPSI Ha CYpOBOCTb noroasl. [{ns Apu-
CTOHA KOHEYHO 3uMa Obuia Oojsiee yeM HerpuBbiuHa. Hecmotpst
Ha TO, YTO €ro OfIEJM B JOBOJIbHO TEILIbIE OAEXK/bl, MOPO3 OH
YYBCTBOBAJI BCEM CBOMM TEJIOM U 4Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi UM
o0ysiia MPOCTy/a, KOTOpasi CKOPO Tepeluia B CHILHYI0 00JIe3Hb.



['opsio pa3pbiBasioch HA YaCTU, TOBOPUTh OH HE MOT COBEPIIECH-
HO, TEJIO JIOMUJIO U JIMXOPAJIWIIO, a Tiepe]l Iia3aMu ObLT TyMaH.
OH ynuBnsics, CMOTPsI Ha KeJIbTOB. OHU ObUTH OJI€Thl HAMHOTO
Jierye, 4eMm OH U, Ka3aJoch aOCOMIOTHO HE YYBCTBOBAIU XOJIOI,.
Bripouyem, cKOpo cHer Hayajl TasiTh Ha IJ1a3aX U CTAJI0 HEMHOIO
teruiee. Ho He muist Apucrona. ['onoBa kpyxkuiack v Oosnena, Ka-
IIeJb pa3pbiBaJl rpyib. K HeMy crapaivch He TIOIXOAWTh, YTOObI
HE 3apa3UThCA.

Emé HegaBHO OH CTPOWJI TUIaH rmodera, HO ceryac MoHUMA,
YTO B TAKOM COCTOSTHHH AAJIEKO He YOeKuT, TeM Oonee bpuranus
ObLIa CIUIIIKOM YYXJOW €My U UyXKOU, OH COBEPIIIEHHO HE 3HAJT
JOPOTU Ha3ajl, B pUMCKUH JIarepb.

Crosin 10BOSBHO kapkuil 1eHb. KenbTol Bc€ em€ mum. [loa
HOTaM¥ OBbUTH JTIY’KU U TPsI3b, BIIEPEMEIIIKY CO CHETOM. APUCTOH
B OUEPEIHOM pa3 MPOKAIILISIICA B KYJIaK U CIUTIOHYJI MOKPOTY Ha
3eMJ1I0. MaslbuMK, KOTOPBIM IIEN PSAAOM, UCITYTAaHHO OTIPBITHYJ
B CTOPOHY, MCIYTaBIIUCh CMIOHBI ApucToHa. «O OOrH, JOXUThH
Ob1». Temmeparypa He criaiana. ApUCTOH OOJIbINE He MOT W/ITH.
Ho on ObUT NpUBSI3aH K TeJiere U He MOr OCTaHOBUThCs. Ho HO-
'Y IPOKAJIXA HACTOJIBKO, YTO MOJKAIIMBAIUCH MO COOCTBEHHBIM
BecoM. ['onoBa Kpyxkuiach, a B I/1a3ax TEMHEO.

— OcranoBute aBuxeHue! — KpukHya ApUCTOH Ha JlaTHH-
CKOM, HO €r0 HUKTO HE MOHSLI.

He coBnazias ¢ co0oii, OH OIMYCTHIICS HA KOJIEHU U ITOYYBCTBO-
BaJI, Kak MyJI TalquT ero Buepén. [loaromy eMy nmpuiuiocs nomis-
TU. KesbThl, 3aMETUB 3TO, HAYaJIM TPOMKO XOXOTaTh W THIKATh



naspiieM. OMH U3 MAJIBYMKOB BOOOIIIE OCe/Iall APUCTOHY CIH-
HY U exaJl, MOJI0OHO BCAJJHUKY Ha KOHE. APHCTOH COBEPIICHHO
mumics cui. OH mepectan Mmoji3Td U OeCTIOMOIIHO yral, 3a-
KPBbIB JIMLIO PYKAMH, MbITASICh HE 3allauKaTbCsl MOKPbIM CHETOM
C IpsI3bIO.

Ho Bckope aBukeHre 0cTaHOBUIOCh. CTasio HEOOBIYHO THXO.
TomnbKo ceiyac ApUCTOH YCIIbIIIAJ IIEHUE NITULL B JIECY HAIPOTUB
¥ NIOYYBCTBOBAJI TEILJIO COJIHEYHBIX JTy4yen. KTo-To pa3Bszan emy
PyKH U nomor Bcratk. Ho crosite ApUCTOH HE Mor. 3arteM KTo-
TO MOAXBATUJI €T0 C3a/I1, CXBATUB HEYKJTIOXKe 32 pyKH. UTO OBLIO
Jauiplie, ApUCTOH yKe HE IOMHUIIL.

Ounyncs ApUCTOH OT enkoro asiMa. OTKpBIB IV1a3a, OH YBU-
Aen HaJl cOOOH TMHHBIE APSXJIble MBI ¥ TIIMHIHYIO MICKY,
B KOTOpOW MbUIAN JETKUA oroHb. Hebo ObLI0 TEMHBIM, YTO ToO-
BOPWJIO O HACTYIJIEHUU HOUM. Bo pTy uyBCcTBOBasICA KaKOM-TO
TOPBKUI MTPUBKYC, CJIOBHO €r0 YEM-TO HAIOWJIM, OIHAKO TOpJIo
yxe He 6oseno. OH MoIbITaCcs BCTaTh, HO YbsI-TO PyKa OITyCTHIIA
ero BHU3. JT0 Obl1a Marta. [leBynika cujena psjaoM Ha KOJIEHsSIX
¥ cMOTpeJia Ha ApucToHa. PyKko# OHa normnaxusaja ero Msarkue
KyIPH U YTO-TO JIACKOBO ropopusa. CTapuk Toxe rOBOpUII, CyAs
II0 BCEMY — Kakoe-To 3akjuHaHue. Heyxenn sto npyun? Beite
MOXKeET, APUCTOHA ITPUHOCHT B KEPTBY?

IOnoma Harpsrcs. OH cHOBa XOTeJ BCTaTh, HO HEBEIOMAsI CU-
Jia IpyKUMaJia ero K 3emie. Jpyu nepecran menTarb U OTOLIENT
OT IUICHHUKA.



APpUCTOH MOYYBCTBOBAJ Kakoe-TO oOjerdyeHue u sudopuio.
Bou10 Terio u xoporttio. OH IPUTIOAHSLT TOJIOBY, YTOOBI TIOCMOT-
peThb Ha cTapuka. Mara TUXO Meia ¥ MpoaoKaia MOrakuBaTh
ero, kak peO€Hka. Bckope ApHCTOH He COBiaan CO CHOM U
YCHYIL

Hpyun dyepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl BEPHYJICS UM MOCMOTPEB Ha
CHSAIIEro, MPOroBOPUJI, OOpaIIasich K IEBYIIKE:

— Ero HyHO OTIyCTUTb.

— ITouemy T Tak pemmi, Moxra? — Cripocuiia IeByIlIKa, BCE
en€ MpojosKasi CUIETh HA 3€MJIE M CMOTPsS Ha JIpyuaa CHU-
3y-BBEpX.

— Korna s mow ero, s1 yBujiel1 ero npouwioe, — oreeTus Moxra
u nobasui. — U Oynyiiee.

[Ipnuém nocnenHee CI0BO OH IMPOU3HEC C yAAPEHUEM.

— Yro xe Thl TaKOE yBUAE?

Mara 3aHepBHMYAJIA ¥ IOCMOTpEJa Ha cisiniero Apucrosna. B
CBETe KOCTpa ero OJieTHoe JIMIIO ObLIO eIné nmpekpacHee. JleByi-
Ka YJIbIOHYIacCh.

— DTOT YeNOBEK MCIBITA CIUIIKOM MHOro ropsi. Hecmotpst
Ha CBOIO I0HOCTb, OH Y€ MO3HaJ1 YyBCTBO MIOTEPU U pa304apoBa-
Hus1. Eciv oH He BEepHETCS JOMOI1, OH JIMIIUTCS BCETO, YTO EMY
JOporo.

— ¥V Hero ectb keHa? — Cripocuiia Mara yHbUTBIM FOJIOCOM.

— Ila, Mara, y Hero ectb *keHa U s BUXKYy peOEHKa, KOTOPBIT
HEAABHO POAWIICS. DTO JEBOYKA, PEeKpacHas IeBoUKa. . . 51 3Haio,
KaKue 4yBCTBa Thl UCMBITHIBACIIH K HEMY, HO ThI JIOJI’KHA 3HATh



— OH HUKOI[Ia TeOs HE TOTI0OUT.

— Henpasaa, Moxra! — Pa3o3nuiack BOUTEIbHULIA U BCTAJIA. —
Thl MHE 3TO HAPOYHO rOBOPHUIIIb, [IOTOMY YTO 3HAEIllb, YTO OTELl
XOUeT BbIAAaTh MeHs1 3aMyxk 3a Haiicu. A 51 He mo0Jtio ero!

— Mara, 51 rOBOpIO TIpaB.y.

— Her, ver! {1 ve ornymry Apuctona. § ero so6mo, Joo6To.
On Oyner Moum! MbI mokeHUMCSI ¥ Oy/IeM JKHUTh CYAaCTIIMBO B
ropax. Yxoau!

Crapuk NMopax€HHO MO0Xajl KOCTISABBIMU IUUIEYAMU U YILEIN.
Mara nerna psimom ¢ ApUCTOHOM U 00HsiTa ero. [IpukaBivich
K €ro rpyay ¥ HEMHOI'O NIO[yMaB HaJl CIOBaMH JApPYyWJa, OHa 3a-
IUlaKkaa.

Kok

Haytpo cocrosiHne ApuctoHa B pasbl yIydldaoch. YToObl
TUICHHUK He 0OpEeMeHSUT KeJIbTOB B ITyTH, ObLIIO PEIeHO MepeBe-
cTu ero ¢ 0003a B nepBblid psa. Exan oH Ha jomaau BMecTe ¢
Maron. Buepaiinuii pa3roBop oH pasymeercs He IOMHWII, Ja U
TOBOPWJIM OHM Ha KeJbTCKOM. Haxomsce psiom ¢ ApUCTOHOM,
JIeBYIITKa OBLIO BOUCTUHY CUACTIIUBA. DTO 3aMETHJI €€ CYKEHHBIH
Haiicu. Illupokonuieunii BOMH, C pOraTeiM IIJIEMOM. TOT caMblid,
KOTOPBIA B MPOILLUIBIA pa3 yIaJwics ¢ YKUHA, JaObl HE CHIETh
32 OOHUM CTOJIOM BMecTe ¢ ApucToHOM. OH CMOTpEs Ha I0HO-
11y C IPE3PEHUEM U B3IJIAIOM XUIIHUKA, KOTOPBI HOPOBUJI IIPU
BO3MOKHOCTH, HaracTh Ha Hero. Ho n3-3a Marthl ero pyku Obuin



CBSI3aHBI.

APHCTOHY BHIJATU TETUTBIC IIITAHBI — BIIEPBbIE €10 HOTY OBbUTA
3aKPBIThl. XOTS 3TO U CYUTAIOCH ITPU3HAKOM BapBapcTBa, HO O
6oru! OHM ObLIM TaK yAOOHHI M B HUX ObUTO Terio. OTuero xe
AQHTUYHBIA Hapon Tak OpesroBai mraHamu? Ceiiyac ApUCTOHY
He OBUTO CTHIAHO abcomoTHO. OH TymMasl 00 OTHOM — BBIKHTH U
BEepHYThCA ToMor. Ho 10MOii OH BEpHETCSI HE B CKOPOM BpeMe-
Hu...Ilo kpaiiHel Mepe, Tak Tymas caM APUCTOH.

[louTtn Mecsll CycTsl WM MEHbLIE, KEJIbTCKUNA HAPOJ, U3 CEK-
PETHOI IepEeBHU — YTOMUM HAKOHEI IOIUIU JI0 BHICOKUX TOp U
pPa3MeCTUINCh PSIIOM ¢ HUMM, BHU3Y. Ha BepimHax camux rop
Jiexxan Oesblil CHer, a CBepXy BUIHEIUCH 00JlaKa, Ka3aaoch, €Cu
3aJ1e3Th Ha CaMbIil BepX, MOXKHO yBUIETh OoroB. Ho He pumMckux
U rpedeckux...VIx cuia, Ka3zanock, 31ech Oblia Oecrosnes3Ha 1o
CPaBHEHHUIO C MOTYIIIECTBOM KEJIbTCKUX IYXOB U OOKKOB.

3a 1o BpeMsl, ToKa ApUCTOH MpeObIBajl B MyTH, OH yCIIe MOo-
MOJTHUTh CBOW CJIOBAPHBIN 3a11ac KEJIbTCKOI'O SI3bIKa HOBBIMU CJIO-
BOCOYETAHUSIMH U Terepb OoJiee WM MeHee moHnMan Mary. Ma-
Ta pacckasblBajia eMy O KeJIbTCKOM KYJIbType, 00 OXOTe U O TaK-
THKE BOWHBI. APUCTOHY ObLJIO OU€Hb MHTEPECHO y3HATbh, KAK OHU
CyMeJM HaTpaBUTh KMBOTHBIX Ha puMcKue Boiicka. Torma Ma-
Ta OTBETWJIA, YTO UX JPYHU/IBI CIIOCOOHBI 3aBOPOXKUTH HE TOJBKO
monei, Ho u modoro 3Bepst. [lonoOHBIMM HaBBIKAMK 00JIaAAI0T
He BCe, a JIMIIb JBOE U3 IpyuI0B — 3T0 MoxTa u Peixrtar — BTO-
POl ObLT HAMHOTO CTapilie U Myjpee niepBoro. Takke ApUCTOH
y3HAJI O KEPTBOIPUHOIIIEHUH U BBISICHUJI, YTO JIIOJIEN UX HAPOJ



HE MPUHOCHT B JKEPTBY O0OraMm, XOTs paHblile ObLIM CITyyau, KOrja
caMuX BOXJeHW yOMBaJi, HO cefuac, JecKkaTb, Apyrue, Tak CKa-
3aTh, OOJIee IIMBUIIN30BAHHbBIC BpeMeHa 1 MIOJJOOHBIe MHIHICHTHI
COKPaTUJIOCh.

FOHo11e HpaBUICs KEJIBTCKUI SI3BIK, OH ObLT KPaCUBBIM, Iie-
BYUYMM, HE CTABUJICSI HA B OJHO CPaBHEHMIO C JIAThIHBIO. JIaThIHb
rpyoas u KEcTKasl, KeJIbTCKUN — HeXKHBIN U TIPUATHBIN, TaK CKa-
3aTh, Ha BKyC. Kak MOJIOKO ¢ MEIOM.

Yepes HECKOJBKO JIHEH, KEJIBTHI OBICTPO Pa3MECTHIICH Ha Me-
CTe CTapoM JIEPEBHM, B KOTOPOM PaHBILE KWIA APYrUe IJIeMe-
Ha, HO C TIPUXOJJOM PUMJISTH BBIHYKIE€HBI ObLITM IOKUHYTh MECTO
npoxusaHus. [locne pazmelieHus, MyK4uHbI COOPYIIIN 3a00p,
10 [TPUMEPY PUMCKOTO JIarepsi — BCE-TaKU OHU MEPEHSIN HEKO-
TOpbIE BEIlM OT pUMJISAH. Mara BCE BpeMs HaxoAWJach psAaoM
C APHCTOHOM, U OHU YK€ YCHEeH MOAPYKUThCSA. APUCTOH yxke
HE UCIIBITHIBAJI TAKOM CWJIBHOM HEHABUCTH, KAK paHble, BIIPO-
4yeM, KaK M CaMu KeJIbThl. YBUJEB, KakK J104b BOK/S U CaM BOX b
00IIAIOTCS ¢ «PUMJIITHUHOM», HAPOIL CTaJl OTHOCHTHCS K I0HOIIE
TOYHO TaK ke, 1a0bl yHOHOOIAThCS BEJMKON CEMbe U JIUAEPY.

[Toutn rox ApUCTOH XU B KEJIBTCKOW JAepeBHe. Bcio 3umy,
BECHY, JIETO, OCEHb, 3aTEM CHOBA 3UMY. 3a 3TO BPEMsI OH BblyUMJI
KEJIbTCKUM SA3bIK M BJIaJIe]l UM HUUYTb HE XYK€ JIATbIHU.

ADpUCTOH KaxX[blil IeHb MbITAJICS 3aM0MYYUTh JOBEPUE U pac-
CUMTBIBAJI Ha CBOE CKopoe ocBoOoskieHre. Ho Bee Beye. Apucto-
Ha 3[IeCh CUMTANIH YKe 3a cBoero. OH ObUT HACTOSIIMM KEJIbTOM.

Bckope, Hactynuia BecHa. OgHako APUCTOH He CTaj nepe-



OZIEBaThCS B PUMCKYIO OZIEXKIY, KOTOPOW, BIIPOYEM, YKE MOUYTU
HE OCTaJIOCh ¥ HOCHJI KeNTbTCKYI0. LIITans! u pybarika ¢ ATMHHBIM
pykaBom. Boxap B cBOIO ouepenp, kanoBai ApuctoHa. Kax b
BEUEp OH IpUIVIAILAI ero K ceOe B XMKUHY, YTOObI TOTOBOPUTD.
PasroBapuBaiy OHM pa3yMeETCs Ha JJATUHCKOM. Box/1b uHTEpE-
COBAJICA KM3HBIO PUMJISH U KyJIbTypor. Cynist o BceMy, OH XO-
TeJ1 nepeexars B Mtanuio u eMy Hajl0eJ10 KOYEBHUYECTBO.

YrtoObl ApUCTOH He cujiet O6e3 jienia, Mara TpeHupoBaja ero
B METaHUM KOIMUM, XOTA... TyT eIE HY)KHO BBIICHUTb, KTO KOTO
TpenupoBai. Ero macrepcrBy 3aBunoBanu Bee. Muorga, Mara ¢
OpatbsiMu Opasia ero Ha oxoty. Kaxaplii pa3 ApUCTOH XOTen 3a-
BEPHYTb U cOexarh, TeM OoJiee, KOrja OH OblJ1 BEpXOM Ha KOHE.
Ho kyna 6exars? Beapb B€ Tak 4yx10. OH COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HA
MECTHOCTb, ITOPOM JaKe CIy4alHO TEPSJICS B JIECY, HO €0 TYT
e Haxoawi. OH MOHMMAJ, YTO TaK MPOCTO cOekaTh OTCIOAA y
HETO HE MOJIyYUThCA, JIMLIb JOBEPUE CIACET €T0.

OpaHax/1pl BEYEPOM, MPUJIS C OXOThI, APUCTOH CEJ Ha JIOXKE U
3arpycrmt. OH Bc€ Bpems gymait o Kucce, 06 Dmunun. Kak oan?
UYro ¢ Humu? OH Tak xoten 3HaTh. C KaxJpIM JHEM paccTaBa-
HMS ¥ PA3JIyKu ero JioOOBb CTAHOBWJIACH BCE CUJIbHEE, IIPUUEM
HE TOJIBKO K DMUMo, HO M K Kucce. OH cam He 3HaJj1, KOro JIio-
out 6ompire. Kazanock, onu 00a 1y1st Hero ouenb goporu. Ho uto
10 CYTH ecTh JIIoOOBb? Belb 3TO BCero Jmiib CaMOBHYIIIEHHE.
[TorpeOHOCTB MM IpUBBIUKA? BbITH MOXET, €€ U He CyILleCTBYET
BOBCE.

APHCTOH BBITAIAJI U3-T107, MORYIIKK aMmyJieT Kuccel n nony-



man mipo ce0st: “Kak mevasnbHO, 4TO y MeHsI HET amyJsiera DMu-
s

— ApUCTOH, — NOCIBIIIAJICA TOJ0C Marthl.

JleByllka cTosyia B MPOEME MAJIEHbKOM XMKUHBI M CMOTpeJia
Ha Apucrona. OHa, Kak U Bcerja yiabli0anach, CMOTpPSI Ha HETO.
IOHoOI1a nogHAICA € JI0Ka ¥ IPUBETCTBOBAJ €€.

— APUCTOH, 51 BUKY TPYCTh B TBOMX OYaX, YTO-TO CITYYHJIOCH?

Mara xotesa noroBopuTh O APyroM, HO YBUEB Mevallb Ha JIU-
e ApUCTOHA, HEMHOT'O UCIYTajiach 3aBOUTh TOT Pa3roBop, KO-
TOPBII OHA JEWCTBUTENBLHO COOMpaIach C HUIM HAYaTh.

ApUCTOH MaxHYJ PyKod M cei oOpaTHO Ha Jioxe. JleByika
IIpUcea psijioM.

— ThI 3Hae1Ib, TOYEMY 51 HECUACTEH, — OTBETUJI APUCTOH.

— Her, 1 He nonumaro, — ckazana Mara. I'ostoc e€ cran rpomye
¥ 3BOHYE, Ka3aJI0Ch, OHA XOTeJIa Ha Hero Hakpu4aTth. — Tebe Benb
XOPOILIO C HAMU KUBETCS.

ApuctoH cnado ycMexHyJIcsl M TIOCMOTpell Ha Marty, Kak Ha
aypouky. E€ 3ToT B3rsa HEMHOro oOmaes, HO OHa He Tojaia
BUTTY.

— 310 BB TaK pemwid. Ho 51 31ech dyxoi u 6ymy ay:xum. Moi
JIOM — TaM, — APUCTOH yKa3aJl B CTOPOHY JiBepU. — B Pume.

— Moii oter kaiyet TeOs1, ¥ ThI JIOBOJIbCTBYEIIbCSI BCEMU OJ1a-
raMu. Thl OTHIO[Ib HE TUIEHHUK, Thl, KAK U MbI — KEJIbT.

— Uro? — ApUCTOH yIMBWICS U OTOIBUHYJICS OT JEBYIIKH,
CJIOBHO 0Oke€rcst oT He€. — [la BH ¢ yma commm? $1 He KelbT 1
HUKOra UM He Oymy. Sl am1mH, y MeHsI eCTb ceMbsl, kKeHa, peoe-



HOK. S ToyokeH cefiyac HaXOAUTCS PsiIOM C HUMHU, a He 3/IECh.

HeoxuaaHHO APUCTOH yniasl Ha KOJIEHU U B3sU1 pyKu Marel B
CBOM, CMOTp#I €1 B IJ1a3a.

— Mara, npoury Te0si, — 3arOBOPUJI OH, IJTAYYIIIMM T'OJIOCOM.
Cnéspl ero ObUTM UCKpeHHUMH. — [IoroBopH ¢ OTIIOM, OH TIpU-
ciymmBaeTcs K Tebe. OTmycTuTe MeHs JOMOU, 51 3aKJIMHAI0 BaC.
$1 He Mory OoJIbIIIe TEpIETh, CUJI MOUX OoJjiee HeT. MHe JIyIITHO, s
3a]IbIXal0Ch B HEBOJIE, & HEBEJIeHbE MOI0OHO 5Ty, KOTOPOE OTPaB-
JISIET MOIO YTy KaX/Iblid JI€Hb.

— Thl XygOXHUK CJIOBa, — oTBeTHIa Mara. — Tak yx u ObITb,
s1 moroBopio ¢ oruom. Ho, ApucroH.

JleByllika B3sJ1a B CBOU PYKH JIMLIO APUCTOHA U BHITEPJIA CJIE-
3bl.

— TBos cyapOa — 310 MBI. [ToiiMu 310 IOXKATYHACTA.

CkazaB nociegHue cJjioBa, JIEBYIIIKa MOAHSIACH C JIOKA U T0-
KHMHYJIa XWOKMHY APHUCTOHA, OCTaBUB €0 OJIHOTO.

Kak n oOemana, Mara cieprkasia CJIIOBO M Ha CIISAYIOIIHH JIeHb
TOIILIAa K OTILY.

Boxap Myiipenax GeceioBajl CO CBOUM ChIHOBBSIMH, CHJIS 3
crosioM. OHu M u cMesuch. Korga Mara nogonuia, BoX/1b
MIPUBETCTBOBAJI €€ C YJIBIOKOW M MPHUIJIACUIT CECTh PSIOM.

— Orert, st ObI XOTeJIA C TOOO¥ MOTOBOPUTH, — CKa3ana Mara.

— Caymaio tebdsi, J09b MOSI, YTO-TO CITYUUJIOCH?

— ApHCTOH. ..

— Yto? On T1ebs oounen? — Crpocuit cTapimii OpaTt v BcTas
13-3a CTOJA.



— Her, Her, HanpoTUB. ..

— Kcratu roBopsi, s1 TOke XOTell ¢ TOOOW MOTOBOPHUTH O HEM,
JI0Yb.

Box b kecToM rpuKazas OpaThbsM BBIATH U KOTJIa OH OCTAJICS
HaeuHe ¢ Maroil, OH TPOIOJIKIIT:

— 41 BUKY, KaK Thl HA HETO CMOTpHUIIb, MaTa.

— Oren, 3TO HE TO, YTO Thl MOAYMaJ, KaKk Thl U CKazal — s
BBIITy 3amyxk 3a Haiicu.

— Houenbka, 4yto 3a raynoctu? — Boxnap ynbiOHyncs. — 4
He coOMparch TeOs1 ynpekaTb. ApUCTOH — Xopormid BouH. OH
MyJp, YMEH, KPaCUB U CUJIEH — OH JOCTOWHAs MapTus 1Jisl TeOsl.

— Yro th1 umeenb B Buay? — He nonsina Mara wim nenana
BUJI, YTO HE MMOHUMAET, CO3JaBasi UHTPUTY.

— M5l ¢ MaTeppio pEeIInIM, YTO Thl BBIMACHIb 3aMyXk 32 Apu-
CTOHA.

— A kak xe Haiicn. ..

— Ilepe:xxuBET, OH MHE HUKOI/AA HEe HpaBuJcs. [pyroe neno —
ApwuctoH. OH npeKkpaceH.

Hexoropoe Bpems Mara monuana, nepesapusasi C1oBa OTLA.
Omna naske 3a0bUia, 3a4eM IpuILIa ciofa. HeoxuaanHblid MOpbIB
pagoctu oOysiT IEBYIIKOM, oHa OOHsiIa Myiipeaaxa U Iouesno-
BaJIa.

— Cnacu6o0, otell, 51 TaK CYacT/IMBA.

Box b paccMmesiicst U TOxke OOHSLT CBOIO J10Ub.

U BHOBB penvii cyap0y ApuctoHa. HecMoTpst Ha To, 9T0 OH
KWJI y’Ke He Ha OCTPOBE, U OTel] ero Moruo. . .



Kok

APpUCTOH JJa)ke He MOT U ITPEAIONIOKUTh, YTO BOKAb BBIIAET
3aMy’X CBOIO 109b 32 Hero. Camasi MBICJIb O TMOJOOHOM Ka3asach
emy abcypnHoil. OH Bepuil, yTo Marta caepikaiia cJIOBO M HOTo-
Bopuia ¢ otuoM. C mocrieqHerd ux BCTpeur, APUCTOH KaxkIylo
MUHYTY ka1 npuxoga Marel k Hemy B xuxuHy. Ho neBymika
OTYEro-To 4ypajach €ro U BCe BPeMsl CChlIajlach Ha MOCTOPOH-
HUe Jiena. ApUCTOH HU O YéM He mnojo3peBasl. Bripoyem, 1oma
OH TOXKE He cujiel, cJoxa pyku. Pazymeercs, oH BCE elme Obul
TUIEHHUKOM ¥ 00s13aH ObUT TPUHUMATH YIaCTHE B OOIIECTBEHHBIX
padorax. [Tactu ckoT eMy emé He Mopyvasiu, HO CHIETh MO HaJl-
30pOM CYpOBBIX TaJUIOB M pyOHTH Te K€ ApOBa, OH Mor. KakpIit
JIeHb ObLT He TMOXO0’K Ha MPeIbIAYIINI, OH ObLT HOBBIM 1 HACBIIIICH
coObiTusMU. Kaxaplii IeHb OH y3HaBaJl O BapBapcKOM Hapoje
BCE OOJIbIIIe ¥ OOJBIIIE ¥ TIOHUMAJ, YTO HE TAKUE OHU YK M 3BEPH.
A MBUIO, KOTOPOE OHU MCTIONB3YIOT JJIs1 MbIThsI, HAMHOT'O JTy4lle
PUMCKOro Macna ¥ xkupa. «Ckaxy DMUIHNIO, YTOObI 3aMEHIIT BO
BCEX PUMCKHX OaHSX MACJIO Ha TAJUTbCKOE MbUIO», — IyMaJl Kax-
JbIM pa3 APUCTOH, KOTIa IPUHUMAJI BOIHBIE IIPOLIEAYPbI.

B neniom, HoBast kU3Hb eMy HpaBUIach. OTYACTH IOTOMY, YTO
BCE BpeMsI HaXOAWJICS Ha JIOHE PUPOJIbl M YMCTOM Bo3ayxe. [1o-
rofa Obl1a Yy/IECHOU, rOpbl MPEKPACHBI, a JIeC — 3aBOPAXKUBAIO-
nwmM. K kimmary ke ApUCTOH yxe ycresl NpuBBIKHYTh. OHa-
KO, OH XOpOILIO NMOHKUMAJ, YTO OH He OCTaHeTcs 371ech. B cko-



POM BpeMeHH 3a HUM MPUIYT, TUOO0 BOK/Ib OTITYCTUT €TO Ha BO-
mo...Ho IHU 1IN 1 HUYEero He MeHsUIOCh. APUCTOH BHajal B
JETIPECCUI0 U HE MOT HU O Y4éM OOJIbIIIe TyMaTh, Kak 00 DMUINU
u Kucce — 1Ba cambix OIM3KMX U poAHBIX YyesioBeka. Moo. .. Kpe-
oH nioru0...M3-3a Hero moru6! Ilo kpaitHe Mepe, Tak Ka3ajloch
ApucTOHY.

Cnyctst Tpu aHsI, ApUcTOH GoJiee He MOT TepreTh u30eraHue
Mars! u pemit cam Bo BcéM pazodparbces. [lonpocus Tak cka-
3aTh AyAUEHUUH Y BOX[s, EMY pa3pellnid BOUTU TOJIBKO CITy-
CTs JIeHb. JTO OBUIO MO3/IHUM BEYEPOM, KOTIa BOXIb COOMpA-
csl JIOKUThCS MounBaTh. Korga ApUCTOH BOIIEN B XMIKUHY, OH
yBuaen tam Marty. JleByiika, 3aMeTUB TIPUXOJ BO3JTIOOJIEHHOTO,
B3/IPOTrHYJIa U XOTeJia CHOBA CIIPATAThLCS, HO BCKOPE MOHsLIA, YTO
OexaTh HEKy/Ia.

Box b 00paioBasics MPUXOY IOHOIIH U YJIBIOHYJICS €My .

— I'ocnonuH BoxAb Myiipenax, — 3aroBopuii ApUCTOH Ha Jia-
THUHCKOM. — §I ObI XOTeJI C BAMU OOCYAUTh MOE 3aKTIOUEHIE.

— O, Kak Tbl BOBpeMs 3all€f, ApPUCTOH, — CKa3aJl BOCTOPKEH-
HO BOX/Ib, TAKUM TOHOM, KaK TOBOPWJ DMUIUI. — MbI Kak pa3
roBOpMIM O Tebe!

Boxap skectoM npukaszasl MOJOMTH K HEMY U APHUCTOH IO-
BMHOBAJICS, BIPOYEM, HEMHOTO HEIOyMEBas1, UYTO MPOUCXOJUT U
noyeMy Mara Tak CTOPOHWJIACh €r0 U HE MOIJIa CMOTPETh EMY
B I1a3a.

— 3Haelb, APUCTOH, — 3arOBOPWII BOX/b. — Thl MHE OYEHb
HpaBulibcs! § momnaraio, mopa rnepectarhb Jiepkath Tesl B IJICHY.



Ycenpimae nocnegnue cnosa, ApuctoH nymuics. Heyxenn,
€r0 HaKOHEIl OTITYCTAT JOMOM ?

— Brnarogapio Bac, BOX/ib, 1 6€3yMHO CKyYalo T10. ..

— Ilepectatb TeOs AepkaTh B IUIEHY U )KEHUTh Ha MOEH J104e-
pu! — [lepedut ero BOx/ab M XJIOMHYJ B JAJOIIH.

APpUCTOH crniepBa He NOH:I, YTO MMeN B By Mylpenax, HO
YBUJICB BeIpaXkeHUe Jiuiia MaTbl, €€ yabplOKy ¥ CMyIIEHHE, OH T10-
6nennen. Takoro moBopoTta coObITUI OH HUKakK He oxunan. He
BEPUJIOCh, YTO BCE MPOUCXOJUT HASIBY, 4 HE BO CHE, Ka3aJI0Ch, OH
BCE enl€ crmt. nm ymep?

UYepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKyH[ B XWKMHY 3amen Haiicu — tenepb
yke ObIBIIU keHnx Matbl. Heysxenu Boxb permi BcE paccka-
3ath Haiicu B mpucytctBuu Apucrona? 3auem? UtoObl 1o310-
pancrBoBarh? Vmu oH xodet, uroObl Haiicu eme cubHee HeHa-
BUJIEJT APUCTOHA U 3TOM K€ HOYbIO 3ape3all €ro, Kak CBUHbIO?

— Yro 311€Ch 1enaeT ITOT rpsA3HbId puMIIsiHuH ? — C ipe3peHu-
eM cripocui Haticu, yka3piBast najibiieM Ha ApUCTOHA U CTapasiCh
HE CMOTPETh B €0 CTOPOHY.

— He cMeli Tak TOBOpUTH O MOEM HOBOM ChIHE, — ITPEPBAJI €T0
BOXKb. YBUJEB HEIOyMeHUE B IM1a3ax Haiicu, oH ¢ Booay1eBe-
HUEM MosicHW1. — Haiicu, Thl IBJIsleIIbCSI MHE XOPOUIUM JPYTOM,
HAJICIOCh THI MPOCTHIIL MEHsI U He Oy/elib aepxkarh 371a. [leno B
TOM, YTO MOSI JIOYb HE JIIOOUT TeOs1. A JIsl MEHs CUacThe JI0Uepu
— BaXKHEE BCETO.

«YIUBUTEIBHO, UTO 3[IECh HE MOJIb3YETCSl CIPOCOM TPAAULIM-
OHHBIN OpaK, BepHEe I0rOBOP— KYIUIU MIPOIAXKH,» — OTMETUJI ITPO



ceOs1 B 3TOT MOMEHT APUCTOH, BCTIOMHUB PUMCKUE U TPedecKre
TpaJUIINK, KOTIa MHEHHUE JIeTell a0COMIOTHO HUYETO He 3HAUMJIO.

— [Toatomy, — IpOOIKUIT TOBOPUTh BOXK /b, HAOIIOAAS 32 pe-
akuueit Havicu. — S mpuHsn perieHue. ApucToH, MOaoUIu O1m-
xe.

Korna ApucToH nomomesn, OH CHoBa 3arOBOPUIL

— Y0 3TH 1Ba IPEKPACHBIX YEI0BEKA, MO 10ub Mara 1 10HO-
ma ApUCTOH — COMIYTCA y3aMu Opaka. AMUHb.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi Haiicu momuan, nepeBapuBasi ClioBa BO-
*15. Ho B JaHHOM cityuae He ciepxall cBoux amonuy He Haven,
a ApUCTOH.

— Jla BBl ¢ yma couui! — BockJInkHY ApPUCTOH Ha JIaTWH-
CKOM, TYT € 3a0bIB BCE KEJIbTCKUE CIIOBA, KOTOPBIE OH BBIY YT, —
Sl Bam He Belllb, YTOOBI pacOPSIKATHCS MHOIO Kak BaM 3abaro-
paccyauTtcs. Sl — MoTHONPaBHbIA PUMCKUI KBUPUT! ¥V MeHs ecTh
’KeHa, ecTb peOeHOK, KOTOPOro 51 MeuTaio yBuaeTh. EcTb otery —
umrieparop Pumckoit Umnepuu u oH k€T MeHsi. Eciu Bbl MeHs
HE OTITYCTUTE, PUMCKHUU JIETUOH HAUJET BAC MU YHUUTOXKUT BCIO
Bauly jaepeBHo. S He keHoch Ha Mare! Hu 3a uro. Hukorna.
Moé€ cepzlie TPUHAJIEKUT OTHOMY YEJIOBEKY — MOEU KEHE.

ApuctoH Tskeno apiman. OH ObUT KpacHBIM M MOTHBIM. OH
cmorpen Ha Mary u Ha Boxas. OHu Moimyanu. Mara HeoxXHJaH-
HO BCXJIMITHYJIA U yOeKasa Mpoyb.

— Jlouka, CTOM, — CKa3aJ el BClesl BOX/1b, HO OHA HE CTaJla ero
ciymare. Korna e€ He crajio, OH CypoBO IOCMOTPESI CHavyala Ha
ApwucrtoHa, a morom 1 Ha Havicu. — [la Kak Tbl mOCMeJ1, COIUISK,



MIPOTHUBUTHLCS Moel Bosie?

BoX1b IOMHSJICSI CO CBOETO «TPOHA» M 3aMaxHYJICS TTAJIKOH,
YTOOBI YIAPUTh APUCTOHA, HO IPOMAaXHYJICS. APUCTOH CXBaTHII
MIPaBOM PYKOM MaJKy M BBIXBATWJI €€ U3 CUJIbHBIX pyK Myiipena-
xa.

— Tbl MHE HUKTO, — CKa3a1 APUCTOH. — I CITy:Ky TOJBKO PUM-
CKOMY MMIIEPATOPY, & Thl BCETO JIUIIIb HUKYEMHBIN, TPYCITUBBINA
Y KaJIKUP BOXKAUIIKA, KOTOPBI BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI JOCTOMHO
cpaxarbesi ¢ PuMom, KoTopoMy Thl OpOCHIT BBI3OB — yOeraeib u
npsyenbes!

VBUJEB CTpax B IJla3ax BOX/isl, APUCTOH OTOPOCHJI TAJIKy B
cropony. Bc€ ato Bpems Haiicu Ge3eiicTBOBa U HUKAK HE pe-
arvpoBajl Ha MPOUCXOAIIIEE.

— AX TbI IeHOK! — VI3yMJIEHHO TTPOrOBOPHII BOXKAb. — S 10-
Bepsi1 Tebe, JII0OW, KaK ChIHA, a Thl CMeelllb TaK CO MHOH pa3ro-
BapuBath? Haiicu! Haiicu!

Haiicu cierka nmpumnoaHsI rojIoBy, BCE e11e MOPaKEHHBIH CJIO-
Bamu Myupenaxa.

— Yto THI MOTuUHMIIBL? Ha TBOEro BOX/Is1 TOJIBKO YTO TIOKYCH-
JIUCh, & ThI TPOCTO CTOMIIb U Oe3/ercTByeIIb?

— Bok b, KOTOpBIN BBIIAET CBOIO JI0Yb 3aMYX 3a 3aKJISTOTO
Bpara — He MOXET UMEHOBATbCS BOXKIEM, — MPOTOBOPUI MeJ-
nenHo Haiicu. — Thl MPUHST ONMPOMETYUBOE PEllieHNe U CUIIbHO
pa3ouyapoBaj MEHs.

— Haiicu, npusnatoch, 51 ommbancs. IToT pUMCKUN yOITIOI0K
HE JOCTOUH KW3HU!



Korga Boxap nomomén k Havicn, ytoOsl 00HATE ero, Haricu
HEOXUIaHHO OOHAXWJI CBOM MeU W BOH3WI €ro IMpsIMO B TEJO
MasieHpKoro Myiipenaxa. ApUCTOH axHYJI.

— Mm1 He npoiaeM ommoOKH, — ckazan Habicu, cMOTps B r1a-
3a ymupaoiero Boxas. — Tel uamenwicsi, Myiipenax. Tel cTan
CJTUIIIKOM OJM30K K puMJIsTHaM. $1 3Hato, 4To THI XOTesN cOexaTh
u3 aepeBHu B Pum. Tol ipenarens, Myipenax. IIpoctu, HO Thl
HE JIOCTOWH ObITh BOXAEM. [Ipormaii. . .

Haiicu BbITanmn cBoii med u3 tena Myiipegaxa U OTITYCTHIT
BOX/1s1. BOXK/Ib yTia Ha 1oJt, UCTeKast KPOBBIO. APUCTOH OBL I110-
kupoBaH. OH nocmotpen Ha Haiicu, NOHSIB, YTO KeJIbT celyac
yObET U ero. M on ObuT abcomoTHO mpaB. Havicu mepexsounn
CBOE BHUMaHUe Ha APUCTOHA ¥ OPOCHJT Ha HETO CYPOBBIH B3IJISII.
APpHCTOH Hadasl JMXOPAJOYHO MCKaTh TO, YeM CMOT Obl 3alllu-
tuThcs. Ho Hudero, kpome ¢pakena He Hamén. Haiicn Havain men-
JICHHO MOJIXOIUTb K HEMY, IOMaxH1Basi OKPOBABJIEHHBIM MEUOM.
ApHCTOH cXBaTuJ (pakes U BHITSHYJ PYKYy BIEPE.

— He nogxomu! — IIpenynpeann ApuctoH.

Haiicu ycmexnyiics.

— 41 He cobuparoch Teds1 youBaTh, pUMJISTHUH, — CKa3asl Haiicu.

APUCTOH MOAHSUT yAUBIEHHO TEMHBIE OPOBU CKBO3b JJTUHHYIO
KYIpPABYIO YEIIKY.

— 51 xouy, 4TOOBI BCe BHJEIH, KaK Oy/eT Ka3HEH npejaTesib,
KOTOpBIN youn Box s Myiipenaxa, — 3akonum1 Haiicu u 3amax-
HYBIIIMCh MEYOM, Pa3pyou1 norosam hakes U ObICTPHIM JIBHKE-
HHMEM yJapui APHCTOHA TIO TOJIOBE PYKOSTKOW. Yaap ObLT Ha-



CTOJIBKO CHJIbBHBIM M HCOXHNOAHHBIM, YTO ApI/ICTOH MOTEPAII paB-
HOBECHUC M yIIaJl.

Hekoropoe BpeMsi ApucCTOHa Jepxkaiu IMOI apecToM B
HeOOJIBITIIOM Kapliepe, BIpodyeM, MpeHa3HAYSHHBI OTHIONb HE
JUIS1 3aKJIIOYEHHBIX, a CKOpee AJis KUBOTHBIX. Cyas 1O BOHU, KO-
TOpasi 3[IECh CTOsIa. APUCTOHY HE BEPUJIOCh, YTO BCE 3TO MPO-
UCXOIWJIO UMEHHO ¢ HUM. Bripouem, 1o HeaBHUM COOBITHSIM,
KOTOpbIE OBUIH ITOCJIaHbI O0TaMu, 3TO OBLIO BIOJIHE peanbHo. Ka-
3QJI0Ch, BBICIIIME CUJIbl CHOBA PELIWJIM MOCIATh EMY UCIBITAHKUE.
Heyxenu B 3TOT pa3 emy npuaeT koHel? Heyxenu oH npeoaoses
TaKOU JJTUTENBHBINA MyTh, YTOOBI Kyuka HEOOPa30BaHHBIX BapBa-
poB KasHWM ero? Her. ApuctoH He Bepuil B 310. OH CTOJIBKO
pa3 moOex1an cMepTh, CTONIBKO pa3 PopryHa OblIa Ha €ro CTo-
POHY, UTO U ceiyac — OHa KaK HUKTO JIpyrasi JI0JkHa ObUia ero
cnactu. MHaue — Bcst sxu3Hb ObUta ipokuTa Beye. Ho Takoro He
ObiBaeT. Kax/iplil ocnad B 9TOT MUP IJIs1 ONPEICIEHHON T1eJH,
JUIS1 ONIPENIEIEHHON MUCCUM M HE 3aBEPILMB €€ — OH HE MOT TaK
npocTo yiTH u3 xu3Hu. Yto caenan Apucton? [Togapun pe6eH-
ka Kucce, Bipouem, 371ech €1I€ HESICHO, POJIMJIa OHA €T0 UJIU HeT.
Yro eme? Cnac Imminsa? OTHIOAb HET, MO CYTH 3TO UMIIEPATOP
ero cnac or Jlymua. Ero muccus 3akiovanack COBEPILIEHHO B
apyrom. .. OiHaKo, HEKOTOPbIe POKIAEHBI JIUIIIb JIJISI TOTO, YTOOBI
ymepeTb. Hu ocTaBuB HHU clieia B UCTOPUMU.

[TpeGbiBast B Kapuepe, ApucToH ciblman mym cyetsl. Cyas
0 BCeMY, BCEe TOTOBUJIVICH K IIepeMOHUH CBa/IbObl. Ha Bpemst oH



BCcOMHWJ Jiuio Martsl. Beqnas aeByiika. B oguH neHs e pas-
OvM cepylie M JIMIIAIA POAHOTO YesoBeka. M Bc€ m3-3a Hero.
Ecnu Obl OH corsiacuicsi, TO BO3MOXHO, 9TOTO Bce Obl HE MPO-
uzonuio. Heyxenu neBynika mobuna ero? ApUCTOH YCMEXHYII-
csi. Bece BIOONSIOTCA B HETO M CXOASIT C yMa — HO K COXaJie-
HUIO, TOJILKO B €r0 Kpacoty. Bo3aMoxkHO, eciii Obl OH pOuIICcs Ka-
KUM-HUOYIb TOpOATHIM YPOIOM, TO Ha HETO Jaxe He oOpariaim
Obl BHUMaHue, x0T, HeT. O6pamanu Obl. Ho uckmounTenbHo,
KaK Ha rpeaMeT 3a0aBbl. UTOOBI IITyMUTBHCS U OCKOPOJIATh. Ka-
Kasi )KU3Hb JIyuliie? YHIKEHHOTO U 0OMKEeHHOTO ropOyHa, KOTO-
phIli CKOpee BCEro Tak M OCTaJICsl Obl HECYACTHBIM, KUBs Ha Ku-
(bepe 1 HUKOTIA HE KEHUBIIIUCh, UM KU3Hb MPEKPACHOTO OOro-
TIOIOOHOTO IOHOIIM, TIOJTHOM, MOKHO CKa3aTh, MPUKJIIOYCHUA 1
npejarenscrsa’..

Emy 6b110 sxasie Maty. OHa Tak HaJiesijiach, Tak JIOOWa ero,
HO APHCTOH KECTOKO Pa3pyllIu Bce €€ MeuThl. VIHTepecHo, Kak
ceituac Mara? JKuga nu? 3nopoBa m? U kak orpearnpoBasia Ha
ciyyumBieecs. .. HecMoTps Ha 10, 4TO ApHUCTOHA CKOPO JAOJIKHBI
ObUTM Ka3HUTh, JIMIIIUTH HABCEr/Ia *KU3HU, OH HE MOT HU O YéM
IyMaThb, Kak o Mare. Jlaxe He 00 Ddmwmiun, He o Kucce. Jlumib
Mara 3anrmMana ero ronoBy. OH 6€3yMHO XOTes U3BUHUTHCS. [le-
BYIIIKA BBIXOJHT 3aMYX 32 YOUIILY, KOTOPBIA OTHIONb HE JTI00 eil.
BriTh MOXeT, Haiich 0OBUHWMII B CMEPTH BOXK/1s1 APUCTOHA U CeHi-
yac Mara el¢ cuiibHee HEeHaBUAMT €ro.

UYepes HECKOJIBKO JHEN K HeMy Hakonell 3anum. C Toro gHs
MUHYJIO 1Ba JHS. C TeX Mop APUCTOH HE €J1 ¥ HE TTWJT, U BBITJISIACIT



BeCbMa UCTOIIEHHO. KesbThl rpy00 MOAHSIIM €ro Ha HOTU U TI0-
BeJIM MPOYb U3 Kapuepa. B HO3/1pu TyT ke yaapui CBeXHil apo-
MaT BeCHbI. ApUCTOH HaOpal MOJIHBIE JIETKUE YUCTOTO BO3/AyXa U
9TOT B3/I0X €My MoKa3aJicsl nocieAHuM. OH cMOTpeI Ha BCE yxke
JPYTUM B3IJISIIOM, CJIOBHO OH OOJIbITIe HUKOT/IA 9TOTO HE YBUJIUT.
CJ0BHO, MBITASICh 3alIOMHUTH 3TOT MUP, IOCMOTPETh Ha HETO B
nocieauuii pa3. Ho Jleta?* nuimumT ero BceX BOCIIOMUHAHUM.

Jlionu crosm BO3jie CBOUX XMKMH M CMOTPEJIU Ha TUIEHHHKA.
7KeHIuHBI KpUYaii B €ro aJpec MPOKJISTUS U OPOCcCaIi KaMHH.

— Yowmiina! Youiina!

«Yowuiia? Heyxenu Haiicu u BripaBy OOBUHMII BO BCEM Me-
HA»

— A ne yowmiinia! — KpukHys1 ApUcTOH, HO €My TYT ke 3aTKHYJIN
POT KJISITIOM.

[Toxosxke, 310 ObLTN MoaM Halicu v 3Hanu npaeay.

APpHCTOH TIIBITAJICS BbIPBATbCS U3 CUJIBHBIX PYK KEJIBTOB, HO
Bc€ Bcye. [Ipoxonst Bc€ nmanbiiie, ApUCTOH CTasl 3aMevyaTh TUP-
JISTHJIBI, KOTOpBIe OBUTA pa3BellaHbl BOKPYT. Bcromy Obun pas-
OpoIIeHbl TIBEThI, ObIJIO KPACUBO M Ha BpeMsi APHCTOH 3a0bL,
YTO €ro ceryac AOJKHbI Ka3HUTh. OH BIIbIXaJl apoMar U IbITAJICS
€ro 3arlOMHUTbD.

Briepeau Haxonmumnace cembsi ymepiiero Boxas. Ha moxax
BOCceaiM MaTh Martsbl, OpaThsi, BoeHaYaJIbHUKU. bpaThs Ka3a-
JIMCh HEBO3MYTHUMBIMHM, CJIOBHO I'Op€ MMHYJIO MX, YTO HE CKa-
JKellb 0 keHe Myiipenaxa. KeHIlMHa CTOMKO CAepKUBajia CBOKO

29" Jlera — pexa 3aGBeHust B Ane.



neyasib, HO Cy/isl 0 TEMHBIM MEIIKaM IO [J1a3aMU, OHA IJIaKasia
BCE BpeM4.

VBUJEB NpHIIEIIIEro AprcToHa, Oparhbsi OIHSINCH C MECTa
1 OOHaKWIM opyxkue. KeHIMHa 3aKpblia JIMLO PyKaMH U 3apbl-
Jasna.

APpPHCTOH XOTeNl UM CKa3aTh MpaBidy, HO MOBSA3KA Ha JIMIE He
JlaBajia eMy HUYEro cKasaTb.

— Bynapb Thl POKJIAT, TPSA3HBIA pUMJISAHUH! — KpuKHYI onuH
U3 BOEHAYaJIbHUKOB.

FOHoI1a noTynuI B30p BHU3 U MOHSJI, YTO PACCUUTHIBATH HA
4yJ0 OH OOJIbIIIEe HE MOJKET.

Kenbrbl octanoBusvich. OJUH MOAHSUT CTOJIOMK M Havall 3a-
OuBaTh ero B 3eMJI0. Bropoii npuBsizan Kk Hemy BepeBKy, a 3a-
TeM U APHUCTOHA, CIIOBHO Ko3y. Ilocie yero yuum, ocraBuB ero
ofHoro. Jlioy mocTeneHHo HavasIu MOAXOAUTH K MPUBS3AHHOMY
IUIEHHUKY M HallOMUHAJIM B 9TOT MOMEHT XMIIHUKOB. APHUCTOH
UCITyTaHHO HavaJl 03UPaThCsl, MOJOOHO 3BepbKy. Pyku ero Opum
NIPUBSI3aHBI C3a/I1, BCTATh ke OH HE MOT M3-32 HU3KOTO CTOJI0A U
KOPOTKOM BEpEBKU. A 037100JIeHHbIE CTAHOBUJIMChH BCE OJMXke U
o6mke. Ho Tyt pazfasicst rpoMKmii 6ac, ¥ KeJbThl OCTAHOBUIIUCh.

910 ObUT Haricu. HoBbIl BOXIb MAJIEHBKOI'O IJIEMEHH KOYEB-
HUKOB. A psAIOM C HAM U €ro HeBecTa...Mara.

Jlionu paccrynuinch 1 ApUCTOH yBUAET HOBOrO Bokas. OH
ObLT OfIET B IIKYpYy Me[Be/isl, TOJIOBY YKpAlllal BbICOKUH IILJIeM
¢ poramu 1o 6okam. Psyiom crosima neBymika. Ceiiyac oHa Obl-
JIa ellE NMpeKpacHee, HO JIMIIO BbIpaxao rnedvasib ¥ rope. OHa He



CMOTpeNa Ha APUCTOHA WM CTApajlach HE CMOTPETh. DIIJIMH 3a-
MBIYAJT U3-32 KJISANA BO PTY, MMBITASICh OOBSCHUTh, HO BCE OBLIO
BCYE.

— Hapon, — oOpatuicst Boxkap K Keabram. — B Baimmx pykax
cynpOa youiiiiel. B yecth Moelt cBaibOBbl, 51 1apio Bam ero! 3a0u-
paiite! Pexbre, OeiiTe, HACHITyiTe — Kak BaM 3a0J1aropaccyamT-
cAl.

B oTBeT nociplmaimch BOCTOPKEHHBIE KPUKHU.

— OpgHako, — nponoyskui Havicu. — S Xouy, 4ToOBI IJIGHHUK
yBuzen cBaap0y. ToT, KTo BIOOAEH B 9Ty MPEKPACHYIO IEBYIIKY,
Jo4b roruodirero Boxass Myiipeaaxa — Mary. Tot, KTo HaUBHO
1oj1araj Ha B3aMMHOCTb.

Mara ¢ nipe3peHremM nocMmotpesia Ha Havicu, HO TOT He 00-
pariil Ha He€é BHMMaHMe. KeslbThl Hauaim rpoOMKO CMESATHCS U
HEMPUIMYHO THIKATh MaJIbIEM B aipec ApUCTOHA. APUCTOH ObLIT
B 3amelnaresbctBe. Haiicu Beab 3Hau1, 4TO OH He moout Mary,
TOT/Ia 3a4eM CKasas 3Ty Joxkb? Heyskemnu, 4ToObl TEM caMbIM Clie-
natb 60pHO Mate? «Y01010K,» — nogyMan ApUCTOH.

Mara HakoHell mocMoTpesia Ha TuleHHHKa. Ha ra3zax e€ Obuin
CJIE3bl. A BBIPAKEHHUE JIMLIA BHIPAKAIO COUYBCTBUE U COCTPAAA-
Hue. BrITh MOXET, OHa XOTe1a MOMOYb eMY ?

Bckope, Hauanace nepeMonus. JIoBOJIBHO Uyxaas ApUCTOHY,
HO B TO XK€ BpeMsl HallOMHHAIIas eMy XeHuThOy ¢ Kuccoil.
ApUCTOH BCIOMHUII, KaK OH HEC JIErKOe TeJIo JTIOOMMOM JIEBYIII-
KU Ha pyKax, NepelaruBasi mopor u BHocs e€ B ynaHapuil. [1o-
BCIOJly BUCEJIM TMPJISIHIA, IBETHI, JIIOAW NEJIA U TAHLIEBAIU. DTO



ObLT He3a0bIBaEMBIN JIeHb U APUCTOH OY€Hb XOTEN ero MOMHUTD
BeyHO. Jlae Korjaa nonajer B HapcTBO Auja.

Ho ceituac Bc€ 3akoHuMTCS. KenbThl HANBIOTCS K HAYHYT CBOIO
pacripaBy. ApUCTOH ITOCMOTPEN Ha CBOM LITaHbl U YBU/IEN TOJ-
3yIIero kyka. ’Kyk ObUT pa3HOIIBETHBIM 1 OJIECTEN Ha COJTHIIE.

«Kyk, Mmort MusbI Apyr. Tel BUJET MHOTOE, THI CJIBIIAN MHO-
roe. Jletn K MOe# keHe U ChIHY U CKaXH, 4TO s 1000 ux. [1po-
11y Tebst, MUIBIA Ky4oK. [Ipomry...»

JKyk niepecrtan nons3ty u B3jeren B He00. ApUCTOH MPOBOIMIT
€ro B3MJISAJIOM M cJierKa YabIOHYJCs u3-Tiof Kisima. Ho yibioka
TYT e MPOIIIa, KOrja K HEMY MOAOINIEN OAWH U3 JPYUA0B. DTO
6611 MoxTa. OH CTOSLT HAPOTHB TUIEHHUKA U HAOIIOAAT 32 HUM.
ApUCTOH HAXMYPUJICSL.

Hpyu BBITAlIWII YTO-TO U3 CBOEU CYMKH, KAKyIO-TO T'yCTYIO
KUJIKOCTh Y MOJIONIEN K APUCTOHY.

— 3arnoMHU MOM CJIOBa, IOHOINA, — HAa4yaJl TOBOPUTh JPYyH[,
OIJISIABIBASICH BOKPYT, OOSICh, UTO MX KTO-TO 3aMeTHUT BMecTe. OH
OTKPBUT KOJIOOYKY M Havajia HAaTUPaTh KAKUM-TO CHAJI0OObEM Te-
Jo 1 ogexay Apucrona. FOHola ¢ HegoBepueM MOKOCUIICS Ha
cTapuvka. — DTa TpaBa OTIIYTHET XUIIHUKOB. 3allOMHU — KOTa
0CBOOOIUITIBCS, HE CMEU BO3BpaInaThcs Ha3aj. bern oMo, kak
MOXHO ObicTpee. Eciu crienaeins Bce Tak, Kak s CKa3aji, HUKTO
He noctpajaer. Eciv BepHELIbCS B IepeBHIO — ono3aaeis. Ho
BCTPETHILIbCA C TEM, KTO JaBHO ymep. Berperuiibest ¢ MepTBe-
oM. OfHako, Balla BCTpeYa UTAK JIOJKHA CKOPO MPOM3OUTH.
Ecnmu nocnymaenis MeHs1 — Oyzienib cyacTmBbiM. He mocimyima-



erb — Oyaenb HecuacTHbIM. Tebe pemars. CuacTbe WM rope —
TBOU BBHIOOP.

3aKOHYMB HATUPATh TEJIO APUCTOHA, APYU] YILE.

«O 4yém roBopus 3TOT HeHOpMauibHBIA? Kakoe cuactbe? Ka-
KOW MepTBel?» APUCTOH COBEPIIIEHHO 3amyTajcsa. Ero gomkHb
ceifyac Ka3HUTh, HU O KAKOM ToOere HeT U pev.

Yepe3 HekOTOpOe BpeMsi K HeMy TMOAOIILIA Tosna Hapony. Bo
rnaBe Marel 1 Haiicu. ApUCTOH MOCMOTpES Ha JIEBYUIKY, MbIC-
JIeHHO TIpocst 0 romoru. Ta 6e3MoIBCTBOBAIA.

— Jliomu! — O6patusicst HOBBI BOX b, MOTHSAB PyKH. — Most
HOBasl CyIpyra Mpocuiia MeHs 3a0paTb MOM MOJAPOK Y Bac.

Hapon Havyas BelpaxaTb HEIOBOJIBCTBO.

— Ho! — CnoBa nponomxun Haiicu. — OHa xo4et, YTo0bl prM-
JISTHAHA Oe3KaJIOCTHO PACTep3ajid JIECHBIE XUITHUKH |

Hapon Bbipasui ogoOpenue. [JaHHoe npejioxkeHue UM npu-
1UIO N0 Jyle. APUCTOH 3aMblyajl M Havaja BbIpbIBaTbcs. OH
MIOMHUJI BOJIKOB, KOTOPbIE MPECIEA0BAIN UX JIETUOH T10 MSITaM.
Ha Bpems oH nake BOOOpa3wy, KaK XUIIHUKHA Pa3phiBAIOT €TO
IUIOTh U ChEAAIOT 32KUBO.

JlBO€ BOMHOB pa3BsI3ajIM €ro U MIOBEJIU B COITPOBOKIEHUH BCe-
0 KeJIbTCKOTO HapoJa B HEOOJBIIION Jiec, KOTOPBIH pacrosarai-
Cs1 HAIIPOTUB JIEpeBHU. Yke cMepKanock. COHIIE 3aKaTUJIOCh 32
TOPU30HT, OCTABMB Ha HeOe KpoBaBblii 1BET. [IeHHNKa 3aBenn
B caMmyio I1yOb TEMHOTO U T'YCTOrO Jieca U OCTAaHOBMJIUCH BO3-
Jie BBICOKOTO JiepeBa. CHauasa eMy CBSI3aJld PyKU U HOTH, TOCIe
TSI HAAEKHOCTH €r0 Ha HECKOJIbKO 00OPOTOB MPUBSI3AIIH €IIE U



KO CTBOJy. YOIUBIINCH, UTO BHIOPATHCS TUIEHHHUKY MPAKTUYE-
CKHM HEBO3MOKHO, KEJIbThI OTOIILJIM OT Hero. Mara B nociaeIHun
pa3 MoCMOTpeNia Ha HEero W yluia, BMECTE CO CBOMM MYKEM U
JIIOIbMU, OCTaBUB APUCTOHA OJHOIO, HA€UHE C JUKOW IPUPO-
TIOM.

ApUCTOH CMOTpeJ BCJIEA, YIUISIOIIMMCS KeJIbTaM JO TeX Mop,
MOKa OHU COBCceM He ucuesnu. Korga Bee yiiuim, cTajio HeBEposIT-
HO Tux0. Ceifuac I0HOIIIA YCIIBIIIAJ EHUe HOYHBIX MITHIL U YJIBIO-
Hy/cs. B mocnenHuil pa3 oH ciibliliayl TOYHO TAKOE ke MeHUe y
ce0s1 Ha poHe. OTBJIEKIIMCH HA MUHYTY, OH BCTIOMHUJI ITPO Be-
pEBkU. OHM TYro NpukUMaIu ero k aepeBy. OH Hayasaa TepeThb-
cs1 00 Hero, HOpoBsl pa3pe3arh BepeBKy. Ho Hukakoro agdexTta,
KpOME CAMPaHUsl KOXKU CO CBOEU CIUHBI OH TMOKA HE YYBCTBO-
Basl. [ToHSB, 4TO 3TO GECONIe3HO, OH MTOCMOTPENT Ha CBOU CBSI-
3aHHbIE 3aM5ICThsI U HAYaJl JIMXOPAJIOYHO 1yMaTh, KaK UX MOXKHO
0cBOOOINTH. POT ero ObuI CBsA3aH TKaHbIO. Bo ThMe OH HaIlEn Oy-
JILDKHUK. BBl OH 10BOJIBHO OCTpbIM. [ToATSIHYBIIMCE, OH Hava-
JIa TepeTh CBOU pyKH 00 KameHb. [ToTepeB HECKOTbKO MUHYT, OH
YCTaJIO ceJl OOpaTHO U TSIKEJIO 3ablalt. B r1a3ax Ha Bpems mo-
temHes10. Cuit octaBanoch Majio. OH He €11 JBa IHS U OY€Hb XO-
Tes1 muTh. OTKPBIB 171232, OH yCIIbIIA Bou. [ 1e-1o coBcem Om3-
KO Opomi BOJIKU. ApHCTOH Hampsircst. «O O0ru, Haieloch Most
CMEepTb HACTAHET ObICTPO».

UYepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMmsl, KYCThl 3alll€BEIUINCh. APUCTOH
CHOBA HavaJl IMBITATHCS Pa3pe3aTh BEPEBKY 00 KaMEHb, HO HUUETO
HE NOoIy4YayIoch. Bo TbMe MokKa3anuch cBeTsAIuMecs Iia3a. Apu-



CTOH TspkeJ1o 3apima. CoOakonogoOHbIe MeAJICHHO ITPHOIKA-
Jmch K Hemy. VX cranoBmiiock Bc€ Oosbiiie u 6ombiie. [lopsakom
necstu. Lenas cras npuruia ciofa, 4ToObl MOJIAKOMUTHLCS YeJIo-
BEUMHOW. APUCTOH 3acToHas. M3 171a3 noTeKkJiv cié3bl.

Boxak cram nopomeén k Apuctony M 3apeiyai. IOHoma He
JBUTAJICS, OKUAAS CBOEH ydacTu. Bripouem, MBICIEHHO HalIesICh
Ha YCIIEUIHBI MCXO. BOJK OTKPBIT CBOIO MACTh M HAKJIOHUJICS
HaJ XyJAOM HOIOM 4ejioBeKa, HOPOBSI OTKYCUTb KYCOK CBEXKEro
Msica. APUCTOH MOYYBCTBOBAJI TEILIO M3 MACTU 3BEpsi, a 3aTeEM
Y €r0 T'YCThIE CJIIOHM, KOTOPbIE KalHYJIA €My Ha TOJYI0 JIOABLK-
Ky. Ho Bosik kone6ascsi. OH 3aKpbll ACTh U MTOHIOXAJT YeIOBeKa,
MOCJIE Yero 3apblyajl M OTOIIEN Haszal. Heckomnbko aApyrux Boi-
KOB HauyaJId TOXE MOAXOAUTh K APUCTOHY U MBITATbCS OTKYCUTh
JIAKOMBIN KYCOYEK, HO PE3KHH 3arax, UCXOJMBIIUMN OT IOHOIIIH,
OTHyruBaji ux. B urore, Bcs ctasi MCIyraHHO yoOexasa Mpoyb.
APUCTOH BBIAOXHYJL.

«Heyxemu apyun roBopwi mpaBay? 3HauuT, s eme Oymy
KUTh?» OH XOTeN ene 0 YEM-TO MOoAyMarb, HO CHJIbI IOKUHYJIA
€ro, U OH YCHYJL

[TpocHyscst oT KpUKOB. I71e-TO COBCEM PsIZIOM UTO-TO MPOUC-
XOIUJIO. APUCTOH OTKPBUI IJ1a3a U TIOMBITAJICSA TIPUATH B CeOsl.
Bckope 3Byku ctanm ciabliiHbl HAMHOTO yé€tye. M oH moHsu1, 4To
PSIOM ITPOMCXOAUT OOIA.

Crosino mopo3Hoe yTpo. IOHoma cHOBa Hayasl MbITaThCs
ocBoOonuThCs. HeoxumanHo rporpemer rpom. Mm emy Tak 1o-
Ka3aJioCh? APUCTOH MPUCITYIIAJICS U TOCMOTpe B He00. Orpom-



HBIW CHapsIJI MpoJieTeN B HeOe ¥ TPOOKIT O'POMHYIO OpeIilb B ITH-
Tajgesnu aepeBHu. Heyxemn?..

ApucTOH He MOr TMoBepuTh. TONBKO puMcKasi Oayummcra’'*
MoTJIa 3aIlyCTUTh TaKOM cHaps. Bckope 3BykM cTanm enie rpoM-
ye, 3ByKH OUTBBL. «O 6oru! OH Hamen meHs! dvummii!» Apu-
ctoH ynpiOHyncsi. U ato mpudasmno emy cuin. OH Havaia CHOBa
NWJINTH BEPEBKY U 3aMeTHJT HeOOIbIol pesynbrar. CrycTs To-
psJIKa Tosyyaca, OH HAaKOHeI] OCBOOOIMIT PyKH. 3aTeM ObICTpO
nepemen Kk Horam. Pa3BsizaB HOrM, eMy OCTasioch OCBOOOIUThH-
cq ot gepesa. Korna AprcTOH 3aKOHYMII M C HUM, OH XOTEJI IT0-
Oexath K pUMJISIHAM, HO TYT BCLIOMHMJI ciioBa apyuna. «Koraa
0CBOOOIMIIILCS, HE CMeU BO3BpallaThes Haza. ..» Ho nouemy?
C pumnsiHamu oH Oyner B OezomacHoctu. K Tomy ke Mara nHe
JoiKHa nocrpagartsk. OH JomkeH e€ cnacti. M TyT oH ycbliman
KeHCKU KpuK. OH He COMHEBAJICS, YTO 3TO Kpuyasia Mara.

He nomHs ce6s1, ApUCTOH pUHYJICS K UCTOUHUKY 3ByKa. Bcé
JaJiblile yXOsl U3 Jieca, I0HOIA CIIbIIAJ rooca JIoed U 3BOH
meuen. Korpa nokasanach qepeBHsl, ApUCTOH yBUJIEN JOBOJIBHO
cTpariHyo Kaptuny. a 3to 6puti pumiisine. Ho ceifuac nMeHHO
OHM HallOMHUHAJIM €My BapBapoB. BorHbl 6€35KaN0CTHO CKUTATU
JepeBHIo U pyousm moaed. [Ipuuem HeBaKHO — JKEHIIMHA ITO,
pebenok i wi crapuk. OHu yousamu Bcex. Mimu o0ysina kpo-
BOXKa/IHAsl MECTb.

— Apucron! — IMocabimascs ronoc Marsl.

— Mara! — KpukHyn AprCTOH U Hayasl OrJIsIbIBATbCS BOKPYT.

30 Karamynbra



JleByIIKa CcTosila Ha Pa3pyIIeHHbIX KaMHSIX C OKPOBAaBJIEH-
HbIM Me4yoM. E€ orHeHHbie BOJIOCH pa3BeBaIUCh Ha BETpy. OHa
Obuta mpekpacHa...Hacrosas BoutensHUIa, 60ruHs AduHa.
TonbKo mMTa He XBaTaeT v TOTH.

JleByllIKa JIOBKO CIIPbITHYJIA C IByXMETPOBOM BbICOTHI U pUHY-
Jack K ApuctoHy. ApUCTOH ToOexal K Heil. PumiisiHe He oOpa-
TWIY Ha HUX BHUMaHue. [lepenprirHyB YOUTOrO KEIBTCKOTO BO-
nHa, Mata BCcTpeThiach ¢ ApUCTOHOM U 3aKJII0UWIA €r0 B 00b-
ATHS.

— Mara, s He yOMBaj TBOEro OTiia, — CKazaid APHUCTOH, MpHU-
KUMast IEBYIIKY K cebe.

— 4 3Ha10, — orBeTMIIa Mara u otnycruna ero. — beru orcropa.

— Her, st moroBopio ¢ nmoapmMu, OHU TeOsI HE TPOHYT.

— Tol nomxeH yxoautb, ApuctoH. Cenvac xe. lHaue oHM
CXBaTAT TeOI.

— 4 — pumsisiHuH. OHU HUYEro MHE He C/IeNaloT.

— Cnenyit cnoBaM MoXTbl M yXOAW HEME/IJIEHHO!

APUCTOH XOTEN YTO-TO OTBETUTh, HO CTPENA, BBIMYIIIEHHAS
Y3 PUMCKOTO JIYKa, TPOH3MWJIA TEJIO IEBYIIKU. APUCTOH IIMPOKO
PacKpbUI IJ1a3a U € yKACOM 3aKpUYJL:

— Hert!

OH BbIIEPHYJI CTPEITY U3 CIIUHBI MaThl 1 yniaJl BMECTE C HEW Ha
KosieHu. Pyku Martbl BIeMWIMCh B TeJIO APUCTOHA U HE XOTeU
€ro oTIycKaTh. Mara erié Obljia *KuBa. APUCTOH TOJIOKUT e€ K
ceOe Ha KOJIEHH M 3aIljIaKall.

— Mara, npoctu MeHs1. 1 He cMoT TeOsI 3aIUTUTD.



— ApHCTOH. ..— c1ado MPOroBOpMIIa IeByIIKa. — Thl IOJKEH
yXoauTh. . .Criacauncsi, ApUCTOH. ..

ApPHUCTOH TIOIIaWJT HEKHOE JIMIO YMUPAOIIEN MOAPYTU U
YCJIbILLIAI:

— INouenyii MeHs. ..

FOnomma He Ope3roBat. OH BeITEp CJE3bI M HAKJIOHUBIIIUCH HAJT
JUIoM Martsbl, IPUKOCHYJICSI CBOMMU CYXHUMU TOJICTHIMH TyOaMu
K XOJIOAHBIM ry0am AeByniku u norenosal. Lenosan go Tex nop,
MOKa Ta He UCIYCTUIIA MOCASHUN TyX. ..

— Kakasg npumms! — BoCKJIMKHYJ ¢3a1d MY KCKOM ToJIOC Ha
JIATUHCKOM.

ApucToH 0OepHyJICS Ha3al U YBUIIE CTOSIIIEro IeHTYPUOHA
B BEJIMKOJIETIHBIX JI0CTIeXax. PAOM ¢ HUM HaXOAWIUCh YETBEPO
JIETMOHEPOB.

— Bzars ero! — [Ipukazan 1ieHTypUOH.

APpHCTOH Aaxe He ycIell I71a30M MOPrHyTh, KaK JBO€ KPENKUX
BOMHOB CXBATWJIM €0 32 PYKH U MOTAIIWIU IPOYb OT MEPTBOTO
Tesa Martbl. Ci1€3b1 BCE eIié TeKJIM U3 ero ToyObIX IJ1a3, U OH He
MOT TIOBEpUTh, YTO Mara MepTBa.

Korna yiernonepbl 0CTaHOBWIIMCh, APUCTOH 3arOBOPUJI, APO-
JKAIlUM TOJIOCOM, HO TOCJI€ TIOHSUI, YTO TOBOPUT Ha KEJIbTCKOM
¥ CaM U3YMUJICSI OT ceOsl.

— 3amMomnmuu, TpsA3HBIN KeabTckuid yomonok! — bpocun emy
OVH U3 JIETUOHEPOB.

«Ho s He kenbT. O 60ru. Yto co mHOM ?» OH CHOBA BCITIOMHIT
CJIOBA JIpyHJIa M 3aCTOHAJI OT CBOEH MIynocTt. Beé u3-3a Hero.



OH noirkeH ObLT Oexath njomon. «Kakon g uauor.»

BricTpo coopynuB pacnsiTue, JEerMoHEphl IPUBA3AIU €ro M0
O0KaMm, 1ocJjie Yero OfIMH U3 HUX BHITAIWII TBO3JU U MOJIOTOK.

— Orniyctute MeHs1! — 3akpuyan ApUCTOH, HA JIOMAaHHOM Jia-
TrHCKOM. Koraa oH HepBHMYA, OH Bcerja 3a0bIBa JIAThIHb.

— Ee vero, — ycmexnyics seruonep. — Ilogoxuels, Kak co-
Oaka.

— 4 — cbiH umnieparopa! — Ckazan ApUCTOH.

JlernoHepsl neperisaHyJIuch U TPOMKO 3axoxoTayd. OauH u3
HUX NPWIOKUJ UIMHHBIA TBO3Ab K JIAJJOHM IOHOUIM M 3aMax-
HYJICSl MOJIOTKOM. APHUCTOH 3a:KMYpPUJ IVla3a M MOYYyBCTBOBAJI
HeruMoBepHy1o Oosb. OH 3akpuuan. Korga Havamu npuOuBaTh
BTOPYIO PYKY, OH YK€ He YyBCTBOBAJ OOJU U MOTEPSIT CO3HAHME.
Ho B ronose oH BCE e1I€ CbIIai CMeX JIETHOHEPOB. . . JKeCTOKUX
BapBapoB. ..

Kokk

['ocTn B pa3HOLIBETHBIX OZIEkIAaX — CEHATOPBI U MHBIE JOCTO-
MOYTEHHBIE TOCNO/1A, HAXOIWJIKCh B aTpUyMe U Beceuinch. Bee
Ipas3HoOBaIM BeHepannn — npekpacHbl BECECHHUN ITPA3/IHUK B
yectb OoruHu Benepel. Bo aBoper ObUIM mpUIiiaiieHsl MO3ThI,
aKTEPbI, TAHIIOPBI 1 aKpoOaThl. Bee ObLIM CYACTIMBBI U MUK BU-
HO.

AnpuaH Boccenan psjioM ¢ YPCysiou 1 HaOJTioIasu 3a My ple-
crBoM. C Tex mop, Kak UMIieparop BepHysics B Pum, on organ



MPUKa3 BEPHYTh OMaJIbHBIX U3 CCUIKU. A €C/Id TOUYHEe CKa3aTb,
TO €ro NPUHYJWIN 3TO caeiarb. Bripouem, IMUIMM HE MOT OT-
JaBaTh OTYETA B CBOMX AEUCTBHAX M ObLT NIOXOX Ha HEBMEHse-
Moro. C Tex Nop Kak BEpHYJICSI JOMOW, OH COBEPIIEHHO HE MOT
ynpasisiTh orpoMHoit Pumckoi imnepueii, mostoMy 3auHTEpE-
COBAHHBIE JIMLIA NTPEJIOKUAIM €MY BEPHYTh COBETHHUKA U JIOMHY
B CTOJIMILY, HE JJaB TeM CaMbIM MMOTMOHYTb UMIIEPUU. DMUIUN
COITIACHIICA.

¥Ypcyna nocmorpesa Ha DMUIUA U CaMOIOBOJIBHO YCMEXHY-
Jacek. ViMrieparop cuzen rae-To B yrojke, CKopee urpast pojb Ka-
KOTO-TO JIEKOpa, HEXENU MpaBuTessA. B3misan ero He BbIpakal
Hu4ero kpome rops. OH HU pa3y He NMPUKOCHYJICS K €4€ U He
MPUHKAMAJ yYacTUe B Becesibe. PAJ0OM ¢ HUM HaxO[IuJICs ero Bep-
HBIM BOJIBHOOTITYIEHHUK KatoH n nentypron KBuHTHIMM, KO-
TOPBI BMECTE C IIPABUTEJIEM BEPHYJICS B Pum.

[Mocne Toro, kKak MUK y3HAT O CMEPTU JIIOOUMOTO APYTa,
OH He CMOT OoJiee IPoJ0JKaTh PyKOBOIMTH KamriaHue. BepHee,
TaK pacHopsAWIMCh ero noganHsie. Mmmeparop yracan Ha rma-
3ax. HekoTopoe Bpemsl OH He BBIXOJWJI U3 KOMHATBHI U JIEXKaJ BCE
BpeMsl Ha Jioxke. A 3ateM U 3a0osen. U ero pemmim, Kak MOXHO
CKopee yBe3Tu oOpaTHo B Pum. B camom Pume ero Beiieuwnim,
HO jymia Bcé emg Obuta paHeHa. OH BCE eme He MOT CMUPHUThCS
CO CMepThi0 ApUCTOHA M OecrpecTaHHO MpeObIBal B MEeYaIn U
Tpaype.

— Kako#1 :xe oH uauoT, — yceMexHysnach YpcyJa, NornuBasi BUHO.

— 3auem oH Ham? — Cripocunt Anipuat. — MoxHO chaOpuko-



BaTh €ro cMepTh. HUKTO 1 He cTaHeT Hac MoA03peBaTh.

— Ilopoxnn, munblii Agpuas, — otBeTriia Ypeyaa. — Ckopo
OH CaM HaJIOXKHUT Ha ceOsl PyKH.

AJnlpyaH OCMOTpes Ha DMUIUS U HE CTajl CIOPUTh C aBry-
croii. OTyacTu, oHa ObLiIa MpaBa.

ApuctoH ounyJscs. EMy nokasanoch, 4to BUIUT Dmuiusi. Be-
YyepHee COJHIIE MMEKJIO €ro KyapsBylo royioBy. Pyku wucrekanu
KPOBBIO, 2 HOTH ObLJIM TYTO CBSI3aHbI BHU3Y BEPEBKOU M CHUJIBHO
6onemu. CTEPBATHUKHU YKe JIETAJIM BOKPYT HEro M HArjio Caju-
JIUCh HA pacrsiTie. APUCTOH MOCMOTPEI Ha JIEPEBHIO, BEpHEE Ha
TO, YUTO OT HEE OCTAJIOCh U YKACHYJICS. TpyIibl, TPYIIBL. .. TIETIEI.

«O 6ory, Kakou ke s aypak.» Hampsiras mamsitb, OH Havanl
BCIIOMUHATH NpeAcKka3zanue. «Moxrta ckazall, 4To s BCTPEUyCh ¢
meptBerioM. Ho KTo 310 MOr ObITh?» APHCTOH TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY
HaJIEBO U yBH/IE] HEOOIBIIION PUMCKUIL areps. PumiisiHe npasa-
HOBaJIM CBOIO NoOey. O/IMH U3 JIETMOHEPOB MOJOIIEN K APUCTO-
Hy. B pyke OH Jiepka 310pOBEHHBIM KYCOK MsICa U JEMOHCTPa-
TUBHO KycaJ ero.

— Yro? Toxe xouenib? I'psi3HbIN KEJbT.

Jlernonep 3acmesics.

3arem nopomen ero apyr. I oHu BMecte Havyaiu Apa3HUTH
ApucroHa.

— ITuth, — c1abo MOMPOCKIT IOHOIIIA HA JTATUHCKOM.

— Yro 18I ckazan? — Cripocun siernonep. — [Tuts?

— [Iute 3HaumMT 3ax0T1en! — YemexHylcs Bropou. — Ceryac no-



JIYYMIIIb.
UYepes HECKONBKO MHUHYT JIETMOHEP BepHy/cA. B pykax oH

Jepxaj MojgHoe BeApo Boabl. OH MpUBCTAN HA LBIIOYKH, MTPU-

NO/IHUMAs! BBEPX Bepo. APUCTOH MOTSIHYJICS ry0amu K Bojie.

APpHCTOH yKe OTKPbUI POT, HO TYT JIETMOHEP BBUIMBAET COAIEP-
KMMOE BeZipa B JIMLO APUCTOHA U CMEETCS.

ApUCTOH Havasa 00JM3bIBaTh CBOU MOKPbIE BOJIOCHI, ITBITASICh
XOTh HEMHOTO HAMOYMTH s3bIK. Jlernonepsl HabMONAIM 32 HUM
BCE 3TO BpeMs M YCMEXAJIUCh.

— 51 — ApucToH, — ckazai cnado I0HOIIA, AyMasi, YTO ero UMsI
KaK—TO TOBJIASIET HA HUX.

— A MeHs 30BYT ABI1, — [IPEJICTABUIICS TOT, UTO BbUIMJI HA HETO
BEAPO BOJBI.

— Jlernonep Hymepuii u TpuOyH Banepuii...— mporoBopui
ApucroH. — OHH, OHH. ..

— Otkyga Tbl 3Haellb Ux? — YAUBWICS BTOPOU PUMJISIHUH, KO-
TOPBI OOIM3BIBAT KOCTb.

— He rynu, Jenmm, — ckazasn ABJ. — DTH KEJbThI IEPKaIU
UX B IJIeHy. Pasymeercs, oH 3HaeT ux.

— Ckaxwure...4T0 APUCTOH 3]€Ch, — IPOrOBOPKJI IOHOIIIA.

— A MOXeT, caMoMy UMIeparopy? — YCMEXHYJICS €XHUIHO
ABIL

— Nmneparop? — Oxusnics ApuctoH. — OH 3a€ech?..

— Nmniepatop naBHO yke Kak B Pume, — otBetnn detmm. — C
TeX IOp, KaK OH y3HaJ O TMOENIM CBOETro JIIOOOBHUKA APHCTOHA
— OH COUIEN € yMa ¥ HE CMOT IPOJOJIKATh TIOXO,.



— Iloromm, [Heumm, — ocTaHOBUJI €ro ABJI W MOJIHSLI TaJiel]
BBEPX. — DTOr0 KeJIbTa TOKE 30BYT APUCTOHOM — YAUBUTEIBHO,
npasja?

Heuum paccmesiics.

— Jla 9TO0 C 3TUX KeJIbTOB B35ITh. YCJIBIIIIAT UMSI U TYT Ke OepyT
ero cebe. ApUCTOH — ObIJT BOMCTUHY TepoeM, HECMOTpsI Ha To,
YTO TaK HeJero moruo.

— Ho s kuB. ..— mporoBopus1 Ap1CTOH M 3arljlakasl, BCIOMHUB
umrneparopa. — Mimneparop 4omkeH 3HaTh, YTO €r0 ChIH — KUB.

— Jla yx, mapenb, — cka3an ABi. — Buxy, Tol yxe Openerb.

— XBi, UIUOTHI, — MOCIBIIIAJICS TPYyObIiA MYXKCKOU rOJIoC.

Oba neruoHepa MOAHSUTUCH C MECT U OTAAM YECTh. DTO ObLT
ueHTypuoH. Ho nmna ApucToH He BUJEIL.

— XBaTUT U3MBIBATHCS HAJl YMHUPAIOIIEM, — OYPKHYJI LIEHTY-
puoH. — Bo3BpaianTech B Jlarepb.

Jlernonepsl cHoBa otnanu yecth U yoexanu. Illnem c none-
peuYHbIM rpeOHeM B CBETe YXOJISIIEro COMHIIA Ka3aJics MypIyp-
HbIM. [leHTyproH Gpocui B3rs] Ha APUCTOHA U XOTeJ YUTH, HO
HEOXXUIaHHO OCTaHOBWICS. OH MOAOMIEN OJTMKe U TIOIHSLT FOJIO-
BY.

— ApuctoH? — Copocuil HIEHTYPUOH JPOXKALIUM I'OJIOCOM.

— Kpeon. ..— mporientan ApucToH 1 yabIOHYJICA.

LIeHTYypHOH JIMYHO CHSJI IOHOIIY C PaclsiTUs U MOJIOKUI Ha
3eMJII0. ApUCTOH yabiOanics u miakai. Kpeon xuB. Bor oHa —
BCTpeya ¢ MeprBelioM. Bc€, kak u roBopui apyua. Llentypron
OBICTPO TIPUHEC €My BOJIBI ¥ HAYAJT TIONTh. APHUCTOH ITUJT Ka/THO,



HE OCTaHaBIMBAsICh. HaCHITUBIIMCH, OH YPOHIJI TOJIOBY Ha Tpa-
BY U IPUKpbUT I1a3a. HeBeposiTHas cnadocts 0bysina um. Kpeon
TMIO/IHSLJT €r0 UCTOIIEHHOE TEJIO Ha PYKU U TMIOHEC B Jlarepk.
Korja nienTyproHa yBuieu JerioHepbl, OHU 3aMOTYaIIN 1 Ha
BpeMsI [IepecTaiy MUTh U BeceluThes. ABI u [lenium ¢ Hegoyme-
HMEM MOKOCWJIUCH APYT Ha Apyra. HUKTo He nmoHuMmai1, 4To npo-
ucxonut. [TonOexkaBIwii jerat, moTpedoBat OObICHCHUN.
— 910, MaTh Baiy, cbiH umneparopa! — Oreetmn Kpeow.
Jlerat mocmoTpesn Ha rpsi3HOE JIUIIO IOHOIIH U C TPYIOM Y3HAUT
B HEM Lie3aps. Korjga NEHTYpHOH YHEC €ro K BOGHHOMY JIEKapIo,
BCE HavaJM o0CykaaTh mpoucxofsinee. A v [lermum cMymieH-
HO 3aMOJTYaJIi, CMOTPs Apyr Ha apyra. Ceiiuac OHU HAJEsUIUCh,
yro KpeoH He Ka3HUT MX 3a HaJAPYraTeabCTBO HAJI 11€3aPEM.
OcrasibHble pUMJISIHE Pa/IOBAJIMCh BHE3AITHOMY IOSIBJICHUIO
noruo6irero Apricrona. OHM TOBOpWIIM O HEM, Kak o Oore. Bcko-
pe, CTaJlo U3BECTHO O TOM, YTO UMEHHO Onarozpaps emy Hywme-
pusi 1 Banepus ormyctiiin Ha Bojo. JlernoHepsl JTOOWIN ero u
pajenu o ero 340poBbe. Bece MpUHOCUIIN KepTBBI B YECTh €T0 U
MOJTUJIUCh. Ero BOMCTHHY CUMTANIN — CUMBOJIOM JIETUOHA, CBIHOM
6ora. U orvyactu 61arogapsi MOIuTBaM, ApUCTOH BCKOPE TOIIEN
Ha TOTIPABKY. ..

Kok

Hmnepamop 6 nypnypHoii moee u 6eAuKonentoil 3010moii oua-
deme Ha 20108¢, Wén 20pooii noxookol. Psoom ¢ num naxoouncs



e20 cosemuux Adpuan. Ymo on 30eco denaem? Beov e2zo omnpa-
euu 6 ccolaky. Aeeycm ocmarosuacs. ya cunvhviii éemep. Ho
06110 conHeuro. AOpuan Kak-mo no-3100€elicKU Nomupan pyku,
CN06HO uMo-mo 3a0yman. Mau max moavko kazanocy Apucmo-
HY.

— Apucmon mépme, — ckazan Aopuan. — Hem y eac 6onee na-
CNeOHUKA.

Amuauii onycmun 830p 6HU3 U caezka Haoya 2yodvl. Ezo méw-
HO-pYcble BOAHUCTbIE 80N0CHL PA3BUBANUCHL HA empy. OH noue-
can ceoo Kyopsisyro 6opooy u 6300XHYA.

— 9mo naooice! — Crazan Apucmon.

Ho e20 nukmo ne caviuan, caoeHo e2o u He 0bl.ao 30echb. Imu-
UL NOOOULEN K 0OPBLBY U NOCMOMPEN 6HU3 — B0AHbL PAZOUBANUCD
00 KamHu, a opvizeu doremanu 00 camoezo éepxa. Hmnepamop
evimep cAé3bl U COENAN WA2 8 NYCMOMY.

— Imuauii! Hem!

ApUCTOH OYHYJICS OT COOCTBEHHOTo Kpuka. OH XOTesn BCKO-
YHTh C JIOKA, HO TMOYYBCTBOBAJI CHIIBHYIO CJTa0OCTh Y yIiayl Ha-
3a1. OH ocmortpesics. CBepXy TKaHEBbIN MOTOJIOK, O] TEJIOM —
mKypa. OH BbITAWI PYyKU U3-TI0J] Ofesia U 3aMETUJI MOBA3KU
Ha KucTAX. Otkyna oHn? Yro nponsonuio? ApucToH HE TOMHMIL
bbu10 BCcE Kak BO cHe. OH CHOBa 3aKpbL IJ1a3a U MPOBAIMAJICS BO
ThMY.

Ha cnenyrommii nens, k Hemy 3amien Kpeon. LlenTypuon cro-
ST HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl HaJ| OOJIbHBIM M HUYero He ropopui. Ho
ApucroH 3ameti1 ero. OH OTKpBUT I71a3a U CMYTHO Pa3iisijien



KOHTYP LIEHTYPHOHA.

— Kak 1817 — Cripocun Kpeon u cenn Ha KOpTOYKH.

— I'ne umneparop? — Ciabo cripocun ApUCTOH, ocMaTpuBast
NaJIaTKy, CJIOBHO OXKUJAsl 3[1ECh €TI0 YBUIETh.

Kpeon capunyn OpoBu BMeCTe U MoYeca IETHHY.

— Nmnieparop naBHO B Pume, — OTBETHII LEHTYPUOH, CITyCTS
MuUHYTY. — Kak TbI 31€Ch OKa3zasica?

— Mue HyxkHO B Pum, HEMeIJIEeHHO, — MPOMOJIBWJI TBEPIO
APHCTOH U, Hanpsirasi MOCJIeIHUE CUIIbL, TOJHSJICS C JIOXKA, TY ke
MIOYYBCTBOBAJI OOJTb B JIAJIOHSIX.

— He cnemu, — ynpeksyn ero Kpeon u ynoxun odparHo. —
3aBTpa yTpoM Mbl OTHpaBisieMcs B jJarepb. Kak TOIbKO BEpHEM-
csl, 1 IMYHO OTBe3y TeOs B Pum, obermato. A ceifuac jieku U Ha-
oupaiics cui. [TyTh IpesCTONT JONTUM U TSKETBIM.

CkazaB nocjieHue CJI0Ba, HEHTYPUOH BCTAJl B MOJHBIA POCT
¥ MOKUHYJ nanatky OosbHOro. IlomymaB ¢ MUHYTY, ApUCTOH
ycHyJ1. Crt Ha pa3MbIIIUIEHH ST 1 BOCTIOMUHAHUS He ObLIIO CoBep-
IIEHHO.

Becb ieHb JiernoHepsl coorpaiv CBOM Belu U Tpoder, a Ha-
yTpO IBUHYJIUCh, HAKOHELI, B IyTb. Bripouem, neppas yacTsb Jje-
rMoHa OTOBUIA elé [1Ba JHS Ha3aj, MO PACHOPSIKEHUIO Jierata.
OcraJibHasi — OCTTUCh BMECTE C I1e3apeM. DTO ObUTA B OCHOBHOM
Te, KTO [O-HACTOSIIIEMY JIIOOUJT HACJIEJHAKA, KTO ObLIT BEPEH eMy
U pajies 0 ero Bbi3oposieHuu. Eciu Obl He ApUCTOH, OHU Obl
JABHO OTIPAaBUIUCH B JIOHAUHMYM.

HayTpo, ApucToHa nepeHecy B IOBO3KY M OCTATKM JIETUOHA



oTIpaBwiIcs B MyTh. OiHaKO, OOJTBHON YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 yKe T0-
paszo aydue. Ho mpeonosnesars MWIM NEMUM BCE €IIE HE MOT.
Crenyer 3aMeTUTh, UTO KaK TOJIbKO APUCTOHA BBHITAIIMIIN U3 Ta-
JIATKH, COJI/IaThl BOCTOP/KEHHO HAayajli CKaHIMpPOBaTh €r0 UMS,
9TO OBUIO BeChMa HEOKHUJIAHHO [JIs1 CaMOr'o JUTMHA. 34 YTO OHU
ero Tak moowm? [1o ero MHEHUI0, HUKAKUX TTOJJBUTOB OH HE CO-
BepLIall.

[Toka ApuctoH exa, CMOTpsI IO CTOPOHaM U JTI0OYsICh BECEH-
Hell npupoaoil bputanuu, oH BcomuHal cBoil 1ieH. Heyxenu
BCE 3akoHUYWIIOCh? He Bepuiock gaxe. Kazaioch, OH BCE ellié B
nepere. Ho Bcé mpou301uio Tak ObICTpO. ..

«Ox, Mara...nipoctu MeHs. § He cMor Teds 3aUTUTh.» Of-
Hako oOpa3 Martsl OBICTPO CTajI ucue3ath. MOKHO CKa3aTh, ApH-
CTOH Tpera e€ 3a0BeHuio. M160 oH He MoOwI e€ Tak, Kak JTo0rIa
ero KejbTcKas aeByika. Ho oH 3Hau, yTo HUKOrAa e€ He 3a0yaer
— e€ 1o0poTYy, 3a00TYy, pbIKKE BOJIOCHI. . .

Panom ¢ Apucronom nosisuiics onumon Cuker daycr, a noa-
Jie Hero ero apyr — Hymepun. Hymepuii otcamoToBai ApucTony
U YABIOHYJICS.

— Taxk 3710 THI crlac Hac? — CpoCuJI JIETUOHEP.

ApHCcTOH 00JIOKOTHIICS 00 Kpast ISPeBSIHHOM TeJIeTH ¥ CaMo-
JIOBOJILHO KUBHYJL.

— Ho xak? Kak Tebe ynanoch yoeauTh BOXASI OCBOOOTUTDH
Hac?

— Hy-y, — npotsiHyn Apucton. — $1 cpaska’icsi 3a CBoo cBOOOLY
¢ cblHOM Myipenaxa — bupom u cymen ogoners ero.



[locnennue ciioBa MpoW3BeNM BIEUYATIEHUE HA JIETMOHEPOB
— 00 9TOM CBHUJIETENILCTBOBAIO BOCTOPKEHHOE OXaHbE C3a/IH.
TosbKo ceifuac ApUCTOH 3aMETUJI, YTO YacTh CONAAT ILTH PSIIOM
C MOBO3KOH U ciymayii paccka3. Ho OOMbIIMHCTBO U3 HUX MPH-
IIUTK CIoIa, YTOOBI OOJIMKE IIOCMOTPETh Ha 1ie3apsl.

— Ja, — mponomkun ApUCTOH yxe rpomue. EMy Hpasuiach
nyOnuKa. — DTH BapBapbl COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HAIOT TOJK B PYKO-
HanHbIX 00sIX M UCKyccTBe (pexToBaHusl. 1 moOeaus ero Juiib
Onaroyapsi CBoel JJIOBKOCTH 1 TIPOBOPHOCTH. Brp — ObUT CHIIEH 1
BBIIIIE MEHS1 Ha JIBE I'OJIOBBI — HO YKacHO HeyKJoxk. — [lonoxaas,
KOT/Ia JISTHOHEPBI 3aKOHYAT CMeSIThCSI U BOOOpaxkaTh cede 0oM,
ADpUCTOH CHOBa MPOJIOJIKUII, TONBKO YKe OoJiee cepbE3HBIM TO-
HOM. — Ho 51 coxpanun emy ku3Hb. Bce ObUTM M3yMJIEHBI MOUM
coctpaganreM. Boxap — Toxke. Kak u obemian, o mogapui MHe
cBobony, HO! — JIoKAaBIIMCh TUITUHBI, APUCTOH CKa3aJl, yKa3aB
nasbiieM Ha Hymepus. — [ otnai e€ Gosee JOCTORHBIM MysKaM,
KOTOpbIE BOMCTHHY €€ 3aCTy’)KUBAJIM U HYKAAJKCh OOJIbIIe, YeM
A1.

— 970 OH roBopuT 1po Jerata Banepusa u Hymepus, — KTo-T0
IIPOrOBOPUII, TIOSICHSIS1 TEM, KTO B HEBE/ICHBE.

— 4 Bepw1, 4TO BBI MPUJETE U CMIACETE MEHS, — CKa3zall Apu-
cToH. — W 4 xun 3tou Hagexaon. OHa He 1aBajia MHE YMEPETh
Y CTaTh OHUM U3 HUX.

APpHCTOH BECh JIEHb PACCKa3bIBAJI COJIAATAM O CBOMX 3JIOKJIIO-
YEeHUsIX Ha OPUTAHCKUX MpocTopax. Bce BOCXMINANIMCh UM U X
JMOOOBb K HACJIEHUKY MMIIEPAaTOpa pociia BCE OobIe U O0JTb-



mie. OIHaKO I0HOIIE TOKe ObLIO MHTEPECHO, KaK OHM HAIILIH Jie-
peBHIO. A Hanu oHU e€ Onmarogapsi ummeparopy. Jleno B Tom,
YTO TOCJIE «CMEPTH APUCTOHA» €My IPUCHUIICS COH. B 9TOM cHe
OH YBUJIEJ KeJIbTCKYIO AepeBHI0, On3 rop. O ceM CHe OH MoBe-
nan Kpeony, ckazas:

— Hemnaiite, yto xotute. Ho st He Mory 31ech Ooiee ocTaBaThesl.

N yexais. LleHTypHOH nepBOE BpeMs HE XOTeJl BEpUTh CHaM
umMIeparopa, 100 Bce 3HasIM, 4To OH cyMacuieanmid. Ho nocne
TOro, KaKk BEPHY/IUCh U3 TuieHa Hymepuil ¢ jieratoM 1 Hallum ux
JIETMOH, OH BCE e peru1 nonpodoBars. OCOOEHHO MOCIe CIIOB
OBbIBLIMX TJIEHHUKOB, KOTOpPBIE CTAIM CBUJAETEISIMU pa3roBopa
o nepeeszie. I Kak BBICMHWIIOCH, COH UMIIepaTopa ObLT BEILUM.
Mauto KTo 3HaJ1, YT0 HMIIepaTop o0Jiaaan HeOOBIITUMH CIIOCO0-
HOCTSIMH, OJTHOM M3 KOTOPBIX OBUIO — BUJIETH BEIHE CHBI.

ApuctoH cpa3y noepwsl. OH MOMHWJI PUCYHOK MMIIEpATo-
pa, B KOTOPOM OH JIaBHbIM-JABHO HAPMCOBAJ JIYUILETO Jpyra B
obpaze ApucroHa. Pazropop 06 umreparope mpruoOOIpuil OHO-
1Ty, ¥ OH TIOLIENT Ha MOMPaBKy HaMHOro ObicTpee. Vimmepatop —
BOT 11eJ1b ApuctoHa. OH J0JIKEH YBUAETb €r0. DMWINN TOJIKEH
3HaTh, YTO OH XKUB.

Opnako. Ecii umrieparop gymaer, 4to ApyUCTOH MEPTB, 3Ha-
9quT, 00 3TOM 3HaeT yxke Becb Pum. B Tom umcne u Kucca.

— O 6orn! — BockMKHYT APUCTOH U 3aKPbLT POT PYKOH.

—Yro ¢ Bamu, rocrioguH? — Cripocuit JIETMOHEP, KOTOPBIN LIEN
PAIIOM.

— A Henb3s M ABUTaThCs 4yTh ObicTpee? — Cripocun Apu-



CTOH.

JlernoHep He 3HaJj, 4TO OTBETUTH LIE3aPI0, BMECTO HETO OTBE-
Ti nopoteAmnuid KpeoH, BocceaBiuimii Ha BOPOHOM KOHE.

— HyxHo yckoputhes, — ckazan ApucToH, cMoTps Ha KpeoHa.

— He 6ecniokoiics, Pum HUKya He ieHeTcs1, — oTBeTrI KpeoH.

— Ho mos xena — ona gymaer, uro s mMéprs. CepaleM 4yB-
CTBYIO, UTO OHA HE MEPEKUBET ITOTO.

— Bcé Oyner xopormo, ApuctoH. Eme HeMHOro, U Thl OOHU-
Melb e€. Oderarn.

— Ecnu s csimy Ha KoHs 1 He Oy/ly OCTaHABJIMBATHCS HA HOUJIET,
10 Oyay B Pume panbine Bac.

— Her, TbI ocTanembcs 371€Ch, PSIOM C HAMU, — OTBETUII CY-
poBo KpeoH u Haxmypuiics.

APUCTOH NOMPOCKIT OCTAHOBUTH TEJIETY. 3aTEM HaJie] Ha HOTH
CaH/IAJIMU U JIOBKO CHPBITHYJ Ha 3eMJIi0. K cuacThio, HOru ero He
MIPUKOJIAYMBAIIN K CTOJIOY, M OH HE OCTAJICSI MHBIMAOM. A pyKU
— HAYMHAJIU YK€ 32)KUBATh.

— Twt MHe He oTell, YTOOBI OT/IABaTh MPUKA3bI, — CKa3al ApH-
CTOH.

— 4 He xouy! — BypkHyn KpeoH u oTBepHyJIics.

— Yro? — Cnpocun nep3ko ApUCTOH, CMOTPS Ha BOCCEAAIO-
niero Kpeona Ha koHe.

LleHTyproOH cnie3 ¢ celyia v NOAOLIEN K I0HOIIIE.

— 41 He xouy TeOs MOTEPSATh, — 3AKOHYMJI IEHTYPHUOH. TOJIBKO
certyac ApHUCTOH 3aMeTHJT Ha ero ria3ax ciesbl. — CHOBa, — J0-
TMIOJTHUJT OH.



Kpeon o0HS1T I0HOIITY ¥ TPUKAT K TPYJ. APUCTOH HE OKHU A
TaKMX CJIOB OT rpyooro connacona. Heyxenn oH moout ero?

OpHako APHUCTOH He MOT MOCyIIAThCs IeHTypruoHa. CMyT-
HO, HO OH BCE eIlé MOMHUJ cJioBa Toro apyuaa. OH cka3an emy
— «beru, 6eru kak MoxxHO ckopee. MHaue cimyunthes OGena». Ka-
kast 6ea? OH WTaK 3aepxKaics. .. ApUCTOHY Ka3aloch, YTO BCE
Jeno B ero xeHe. OHa CJIUIIKOM JTIOOMJIa €ro ¥ MOTJIa IPOCTO He
NIEpeXUTh ero cMepTh. Bripouem, Imunmii Toxe. Ero emé Huko-
I71a Tak HUKTO He JIIOOWI, HA MaTh, HA OTell, HU CECTPBHI. .. XOTs
OHU OBUIH, Ka3aJI0Ch, CAMBIMU OJIM3KVMH M POITHBIMH JTIOIbMHU.
Ho yauBuTensHO — eciii Obl OH He Tonaji B pabCTBO, OH Obl HU
3a YTO He MO3HaJI UCTUHHOE cuacThe. unpaap, Kucca, Kpeon u
HAKOHell — DMUJIMIA — JIIOOUJIM ero U yBaKasii. YTo yX He cKa-
JKellb O JISTUOHEPaX, KOTOpble YBUETA B HEM CBOETO HOBOTO
oora...[TpuATHO YYBCTBO — YyBCTBO HYXKHOCTH. JKHTh pajay KO-
r0O-TO — 3TO 4yzecHO...B 3tom u ecth Bech cMbici. Ero npeaHa-
3HaYEHHE.

Houblo ApucTOH 3amaccsi HeOOJBIIUM TIPOBUAHTOM, HAaJIel
IIEPCTSHON TETUTBIN T1JIaIl ¥ B35IB KOHS [IEHTYPUOHA, HE3aMETHO
coexais. YacoBble, K Be3eHMIO, ero He 3ameTwin. Cama cyapoa
roMorajsa eMmy 1 XoTesia, YTo0bl OH cOeskall, a BEpHee — OKa3aJICs
B PuMe paHbliie JlernoHa v crac JIOporux eMy JIOJIeH.

Hokk

Hpoe3>1<aﬂ YK€ 110 3HAKOMBIM TpOIIaM, ApI/ICTOH BCE BpEMA



IyMaj O HeJJaBHUX COOBITHSIX, KOTOpBIE Mpou3onuiu. Beg€ 3to
NPUKTIOUnIoch ¢ HUM. U HE ¢ kem Gombire. 1 Ha ero usymue-
HUE, OH BCE ell€ KuB. bosblle Bcero ero pajoBajo cenyac To,
yto Kpeon He ymep. HaBepHoe, 3T0 1 ecTh Ta BcTpeua ¢ MepT-
BELIOM, O KOTOPOM MPOpPOYMII Apyual. MBbICIIb O TOM, YTO HE BCe
ero OMM3KKe 3eMIISIKH MOruoIM B Katactpode, rpena ApUCTOHY
ayiry v npubasinsiia cui. bnarogapst umenHo Kpeony oH He ObLT
ciomiieH HacrommM. Jlaxe cmepts Matbl HE OTJIOXKWJIA CBOM
TEMHBIT OTIIEYATOK Ha €ro CBETJIBIX, TOMyOBIX I71a3aX, He Tocesiia
rope U TOCKY B €ro0 AyIle. BeITh MOXET, OTTOrO, 4YTO OH CJMIIKOM
MHOTO BCETO MEPEKMII 32 BCE 3TO BPEM$], C TEX MOP KaK OKa3aJICs
B PuMe 1 HUUTO ero yxe He MOIJIO IPUBECTH B NIeYasib U XaHApY.
Pa3 OH k1B, 3HAUUT TaK Ha/J0. 3HAYUT y HETO €CTh ONPEHCIIEH-
Hasg MUCCHUA B 3TOM MUpe. M OH 3Hai B 4YEM OHA 3aKJII04Yasach.
Io kpaiiHen Mepe, OH Tak JyMaJl.

APpUCTOH JBUTAJICS TIO ClIE/IaM JIeTMoHa, Oe3 1ieJIi U Hamepe-
HUS BCTPETUThCSI ¢ HUM. HO coBceM CKOpO OH J0MKeH ObLT UX
HarHatb. EciM OHM y3HAIOT, YTO OH OBUI 3/1ECh — TO €T0 Cpasy ke
HAWAYT U nonmaiot. Bripouem, KTo ero y3Haer?

APpHCTOH celWIcs Ha 3eMJII0 M Toryiaquil Jomaas. KuBor-
HOE OITyCTUJIO CBOIO OOJIBIIYIO TOJIOBY BHM3 W HAYAJIO IIENaTh
CBeXYyl0 TpaBKy. FOHOIIa BIOXHYJ JIETKUMHM YHCTHI BECEHHUU
BO31yX bputanuu u cexn Ha opory. 3aTeM OH OOHAKWI KUH KA,
KOTOPBIM CXUTUJI Y OTHOTO 13 JIESTMOHEPOB U B351B B PYKY JIOKOHBI
TOJICTBIX U Y€ JIJIMHHBIX BOJIOC, OKOPOTHUJI HAa AECATb CAHTUMET-
pos. C Tex nop, Kak oH nonaj B Pum, oH eme Hu pasy He CTpUrcs



Y €ro JIJIMHHbIE BOJIOCHI IOXOIWJIM J10 caMbix Tuied. Hackopo nos-
CTPWTTIIIMCh, APUCTOH 3aKOMAJl CBOU JIOKOHBI TIOJ] 3€MJTIO, YTOOBI
HHKTO He TIOHSUI, YTO OH ObLT 37IeCh ¥ CHOBA CeJl Ha JIomab. 3a-
TEeM Ha/IeJ KaIloIlOH Ha TOJIOBY M yIapuB B 00K BOPOHOT'O KOHS,
JBUHYJICS JIJIbIIIE MTPEeooieBaTh OeCKOHEUHbIe MPOCTOphl bpu-
TaHUU.

UYepes 1Ba JHSA OH YK€ BUJIEN 3HAKOMYIO AepeBHIO. IMEeHHO B
HEH KOorja-To OCTAaHOBWJICS uMIiepatop IMuiuid. ..OaHako Apu-
CTOH HEe CTaJI TaM 3a/IePKHUBAThCsl. XOTS MMPOBUAHT €ro ObUT Ha
ucxoze. Ho oH He Mor 6oJbIie HU 0 YEM JyMaTh, Kak O OIU3KHX
eMy Jnogsax. v u Kucca kayt ero. M1 oH gomkeH gath o
ceOe 3HaTh.

[Ipoesxkas o Tporie, OH yBUJEN BIEPEIH JIIOAEH. DTO 1IN
KaKHe-TO KpecThbsiHe. VX ObIJI0 OKOJIO IecTH YeioBek. B nenom,
BBIJISIIEA OHU BecbMa 6e300u1H0. Ho ApucTOH BCE paBHO ObLT
HarotoBe. [10JI0)XMB pyKy Ha pYKOSITKY Meya, OH YCKOPWJICS U
HarHau jioaen. KpectbsiHe TyT jxe HacTopoxuiuch. OHU OCTaHO-
BUJIMCh M HAYAJIU PA3[JIsSiIbIBATh HEU3BECTHOTO MyTHUKA. Cpenu
HUX ObLa keHIHa. OHa cMOTpesia Iep3KO M BHUMATENBHO.

— Kro 181, yTHUK? — Cripocuiia KeHIIMHA Ha KEJIbTCKOM.

— He ne3pb k Hemy, xeHmHa! — BypkHys My kuuHa, Cyas 1o
BCEMY €€ MYK. — DTO, HABEPHOE, PUMCKHI COJIJIaT, OH BCE paBHO
TeOs1 He IoHUMaeT. Jlyulle mpomycTy eMy J0pory, U OH Hac He
TPOHET.

— He Oolitech, — TaCKOBO MPOroBOPUI APHUCTOH, YJIBIOHYB-
IIKCh Y CHSIB KaIIOIIOH. — $I BCEro JIMIIb X0Uy HAalTH J0POry B



HOPT.

— Tol nonnmaemp Hac? — YauBwics MyxuuHa. — Ha kenbra
Thl HE MOXOXK. ThI JieruoHep?

— ITO HE J0JIKHO BaC BOJIHOBATb, — OTBETUJI CIIOKOMHO Apu-
cToH. — Ecnn Bam He TpynHO, yKaxuTe MHE 1opory B JIOHIMHU-
YM M 5 BaC WEAPO BO3HATPAKY.

Kpectpsine mnocMoTpenn Ha ApHUCTOHA, HAa €ro BechbMa
HEOIPATHBIN BUJ] U YCMEXHYJIUCh. [leiicTBuTensHo. Beap y Apu-
CTOHa He ObUIo HU rpoina. O 4éM oH BOOOITe TOBOPHJI?

— Hy uT0 ), MBI TTOKaxeM Tebe MyTh, — OTBETWJIA KEHIIUHA,
YeM M3yMHUJIa OCTAJIbHBIX KeJIbTOB. — [Toyemy Obl He TOMOYb Ta-
KOMY CJIABHOMY MapHIO, KakK Thl?

— XenmmHa, 1a Te1 ¢ yMa conuia? — Yopeknyn e€ myx. Ho ta
OBICTpa YTO-TO OOBSICHUIIA MY, ¥l OH TYT K€ U3MEHWJICS B JIUIIC.

MyX4MHa paJylTHO BO3HEC CBOM PYKU K HEOY U YIBIOHYIICS.

— Pazymeercst Mbl TeOe Mmokaxem J0pOTry, MUJIbINA MMyTHUK, —
CKa3aJl OH.

APpHCTOH OJIaroflapCTBEHHO KWBHYJ M MeJJIEHHOW TPYCIION
MOCJIEIOBAJT BCJIE/, 3a KPECThSIHAMM, KOTOPBIE, BIPOYEM, IILIU
BechbMa OBICTPO.

«Kax xoporio, uTo cygp0a momMorsia MHe BCTPETUTh TUX 3a-
MeYaTeJIbHbIX JIIOJEU,» —TI0JyMasl B 3TOT MOMEHT APHUCTOH.

HekoTtopoe BpeMsi OHU 11U 110 TOH e JOPOre, YTO UM COJI-
JaThl, HO BCKOPE KEJIbThI PELIWIIM CBEPHYTh. CBEPHY/IA OHU B IO-
Jie, KoTopoe eli€ HeJaBHO ObLIO OeIOCHEKHBIM, ceidac ero Io-
KpbIBaJIa CBETJIO-3€JIEHAs TPaBa, MOJIOJAsl U CBEXasi, MArkas u



couyHasi. Hacrosiiast aMOpo3ust 1uist ckoTa. ApUCTOH Jake Crie-
IIAJICSI, YTOOBI MPOUTUCH MO MSTKOMY KOBPY U HACTAUTHCS
npupoaoi. Pagom Haxoauscss HEOOMBIION JIECOK, U3 KOTOPOTrO
JOHOCHUJTMCh BEJIUKOJIETTHbIE TPy NTHIl. BecHa — Bpemsi JIioOBH.
Bpewms, korga BCE LIBETET, KOTJIa BCE POKAAETCS MO-HOBOMY, KO-
I71a MUP KaXeTcs eme mpeKkpacHee, MpeodiaaaeT KelaHue KUTh
1 JTIOOWTH 3Ty k13Hb. Cpasy ke 3a0bIBaelllb 0 CBOUX MpodeMax,
0 rope U pasiiyKe ¢ JIOOUMBbIMU JIIOAbMU. Thl yiIbIOaenbes, BAbI-
Xaellb apoMat I[BETOB, TPaBbl, IEPEBbEB, JIETKHII BETEPOK Jiac-
KaeT TBOE Teslo, OOHMMAaeT TeOsl, MPMKUMAaeT K ce0e U HEKHO
OTITyCKaeT. APUCTOH MPUKPBUT IJ1a3a OT yAOoBoJbCcTBUS. [lepen
B30POM TYT € BO3HUK 00pa3 Dmuinsi. BecbMa cMyTHBIIA, HO OH
BCE €Il MIOMHUJI €r0 JIMIO — Er0 CYACTIIMBOE U 0e33a00THOE JIN-
110. MM ObLI HACTOAIIMM COJMHBIIKOM. OH BCerga IomHu-
MaJT HaCTpOeHHe U 3apsikai no3utuBoM. Haxonsce psiiom ¢ HUM
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO BCE MpeKpacHo. A ero oobsaTHsl. ..Ero ocodeHnble,
HETOBTOPUMbIE OOBSTHSI — HU C YeM He cpaBHUTH. Kaxplil pa3
OOHMMasI ero M IIPUKACAsCh K €ro IPY/IH, K ero cepiily, CTAHOBH-
JIOCh TeTLJIO U XOPOIIIO, HACTOJIBKO, YTO HEBOJIBHO KJIOHUJIO B COH.
XO0Tenoch Tak M YCHYTb B €r0 OOBATUSIX U HUKOTIA, HUKOTA He
MIPOCHITIATHCS. . .

APHCTOH OTKPBUT IJ1a3a 1 yIbIOHYICs. KenbThl skaamm, Koraa
€ro JIOImaab HACBITUTHCS TPAaBOM M HUKyAa He crienmiu. OHu
JIMIIb TIEPEeroBapuBaIUCh Mek]ly coOOM, MHOTAa Opocasi B3I/
B cTOpoHy Apucrona. CTpaHHO, MO0 3a BCE 3TO BpeMsi, OHU He
Ha3BaJIM CBOMX UMEH, BIIPOUYEM, KaK U APUCTOH.



Korga ApucToH ckazai, 4To «IIepo» BO3HAIPAIUT KEJIbTOB,
OH pasymeeTcsl IIOHUMAJI, YTO eMy MPHUAETCS ux oOMaHyTh. Ho
0e3yCcJIOBHO, BO Oj1aro uMriepuu, Bo O1aro Muimsi, Bo Oaro
Kucchr. .. Jlener pazymeercs y Hero He ObUIO M CY/S 1O BCEMY
KeJIbTBl CKOPO Jiorajiaiotcst 00 3ToM. Torma B 9TOM cilydyae OH
MOXET PaCIUIATUTBLCS CBOEH JIOMIA b0, TO €CTh M0 CYTH HE €ro
naxe, a KpeoHa. ApUCTOH yCMEXHYJICS TIPU MBICIA O TOM, YTO
Kpeon mpochinaercss yrpoM ¥ IOHUMAET, YTO HET HU €ro KOHSI
BOpOHOro, H1 ApuctoHa. C Apyroil CTOPOHBI, IOHOIIIA TOHUMAJI,
4TO MOCTYIWI He coBceM mpaBwibHO. V60 Kpeon mobui ero,
MOOWII KaK ChIHA W XOTeJ JIMIIb 3alUTUTh. «51 yxke He peOEHOK
U criocoOeH caM 3a ceOst TOCTOSATh».

OKOHYMB HEOOJIBIIION TepeBall, OHM CHOBA BCE JBUHYIIUCH B
nyTh. Korya Hauasmo cMepKarbCs, KeJIbTH MPEJIOKIINA OCTAHO-
BUTHCS B UX JIEPEBHE, KOTOpasi HAXOIWJIACh HEMTOAANIEKY. ApH-
CTOH He CTaJl BO3paxaThb, MO0 OH yXke He OOsIICS STOT HApOJI, KaK
npexzae. OH 3HaT MX S3bIK, 3HAT TPAAUIIMHA U OObIYaH, TOITOMY
KeJIbTHI He ObLIM /I HeTO HACTOJIBKO UYX/bl. Bripouem, B ToW
JepeBHE, B KOTOPOU OHU PEIIAIM OCTAHOBUTHCS KT PUMJISTHE.
JKEHwbl conpat 1 camu coniatel. YTO SICHO TOBOPUJIO O TOM, UTO
JlonnuHMyM coBceM OTM3KO.

Jlomaap ApuctoHa OTBeM B KOHIOIIHIO U HATIOMJTU, CAMOTO
ke ApHUCTOHA TTPUTJIACKIIU Ha ykuH. FOHOIIA ¢ paiocThio cora-
CHJICs, KOO MyTh OBLT JJOJITUM, a €ro 3arac MpOBHAHTa JaBHO KC-
CSIK. 3a CTOJIOM CHJielia CeMbsl TeX JIIOEH U CyJis 110 BCEMY OHM
ObLTM MykeM | xkeHOH. Tak u Obl10. 3/1eCh HAXOIVWITUCH VX JIETU



— JIBa ChIHA, OJIMH OBbLT BO3pacTa ApUCTOHA, BTOPOW — AHTHOXA.
U onna nepouka. CoBceM Mabika. OHa MUJIO YIIBIOAIach To-
CTIO M TMOKa3blBasla CBOM Urpymku. Ha Bpemsi, OHa HaroMHuIa
emMy umrneparopa. Takas ke Becenasi, )KU3HepaJOCTHAS. . .

— A pacckaxure o cede, — cKa3all CTapIIvid ChiH, 0OpaIasch
K ApHUCTOHY.

APUCTOH OTJIOKUJI KYCOK Msica U YJIbIOHYJICS.

— Hy, — 3amsuics ApUCTOH, He 3Hasl ¢ Yero Havath. — 5 — a1-
yuH. Poniom u3 I'pennn, ocrpoBa Kudepa. Crbixanu o Takom?

— I'pertusi? — [oBTropun Opar momuiaie. — A e 9To, nar?

KenbT He 3Ha1, 4YTO OTBETUTH ChiHY. 10O M cam He 3Ha, rae
9TO HaXOAUTCS. DTO ObLIM OOBIYHBIE KPECTbsIHE, HEOOPA30BaH-
HbIE U TPAIUIIUOHHBIE.

— I'ocrionuH, HaBepHoe, ycran? — CMeHwIa Temy pas3roBopa
’KEHIIMHA. — V1 XOueT OTOOXHYTh MOCIE JOJITOM IOPOTH.

— Bbu10 OB HETII0XO0, — OTBETUII APUCTOH.

7KeH11Ha OTBeIM €ro B KOHIOUIHIO, I71€ HAXOIUJICS €r0 KOHb.
EMy i MoKphIBaJIO ¥ OCTABUJIMA OJHOTO. APUCTOH NoOIarosa-
PWI TOCTENPUUMHBIX KPECThsIH U YCHYIL.

Cmosin conneunslii Oenv. Psoom naxoouacs baccelin ¢ npo-
3pauHoli 8000. /]eoe NpeKpacHulx, NOAYOOHANCEHHBIX PAObIHb
cuoenu Ha mpamope 6o3ne 00bl U OPOCANU 8 OAccelin caedxcue
@dpykmol. Apucmon nocmompen Ha c80U HO2U U Y8UOen Kodica-
Hble eblcokue canoanuu. Cuden on Ha 3enénoti mpase. Ona Ovlna
HEeMH020 MOKPOU U X0100HOM, c106HO 6 poce. Ceiiuac Apucmon
3aMemuA, Umo 60KpYye2 Hez0 Aedcum monkuii caoii cneea. Conneu-



HblIl 0eHb CMEHUNCS NACMYPHLIM. Kpyntble xaonvs cHeza nadaau
C Heba Ha MmémHule, pycole 8010CbL Imurus. Umnepamop évines
u3 oacceiina. Ho meno ezo ovino cyxum. Yeuoes Apucmona, ou
nomaxan emy pyKoti 6 3uax npusemcmeusi. Ha auye e2o ovina ma
Jice emcekast Yavloka.

— Imuauii, mot 3amép3reutb, — cka3an Apucmon.

IMUAULL paCCMESNCS CBOUM 360HKUM U HENOBMOPUMBIM CMe-
XoMm.

— A kmo amu 10ou? — Cnpocun Imuauii, ykasvleédas natvyem
Kyoa-mo 8 CIMopoHY.

Apucmor 0bepHyncsi Ha3a0 U Yeuoen Keavmaoa.

— Ilopa 6 nymv, — ckazan Keavm.

— Uzeuru, Imuauii, Ho MHe HYdHCHO 8 JIoHOuHuyM.

«Bauem? Ymo s 3a0vin 6 Jlonounuyme? Beow s 6 Pume.»

Imunuti naxmypuacs. O ¢ Hedosepuem nOCMompen Ha Kpe-
CMbSH U CKA3AN:

— Kaznumo ux!

— Imunuii, He 8ce Keabmul dHceaarom Ham 31a. Cpeou HUX ecmo
u me, Kmo xo4em nomoubp.

— Apucmon, mvt CAUUKOM HAUBEH. . .

OMUAUTL OMBEPHYACSL OM HE20 U OOCUKOM NO CHENCHOMY MPa-
MOPY HANPABUACS NPOUBD.

— Imuauii, He Yxoou...

— He yxonu, DMuiuii, — roBOprJI APUCTOH.

Pxanue nomaau pa3oyauio ero. OH OTKPBUI I71a3a U TOHSLI,
YTO Y€ HacTynwio yTpo. [lopa B myTs.



ApHCTOH yOpas MOKPHIBAJIO CO CBOETO TeJjla M MOTHSICSA Ha
Horu. [lomoinns K aepeBsHHOM ABEPU KOHIOIIHU, OH JEPHYJ 3a
PYUKY U MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO CHAPYKU YTO-TO JEPKHUT.

— He nonsi1, — mporoBopus1 Ha rpe4yeckoM APHUCTOH U MOMPO-
6oBa emg pa3 NEpHYThH, C Oosnbine cutoi. Ho aBeps He xoTena
OTIHPATHCHL.

«O o6oru...Heyxenn?»

JIBepb pacniaxHyJ1ach U B KOHIOITHIO 3aIIA BOOPY:KEHHbIE JIIO-
. Cpeny HUX ObLTH JiernoHepbl. Ho BO I1aBe CTOsT OTHIOND He
PUMCKHUU BOVH.

— 10 U ecTh TOT Ae3epTup? — CrpOCIT OVH U3 JIETUOHEPOB.

— Jla, — OTBETHUII roJIocC Ha yIule.

APUCTOH y3HAJ 3TOT TOJIOC. DTO OBUI TOJIOC TOW KEHIIMHBI,
KOTOpasi pelinia eMy nomMoyb. . .

«APUCTOH, ThI CJIMIITKOM HauWBEH. ..»

Kokk

3anscThs €ro CHOBa ObLIM TYrO MEpeBsA3aHbl IpyOoil BEpEB-
KOW, a Ha rojioBe ObUI HajueT Memok. [losTomy, IJIEHHUK He
BUJIEN, Kyga ero BeayT. Ho mo ronocam moHsu1, 4to noimaiu
ero pumiisiHe. Jlernonepst. I1punss 3a neseprupa? Ho 310 ObI-
na ommoOKa. [Toxon naBHO 3akoHUYeH. Pa3Be MOXHO cuuTaTh fe-
3€pPTUPCTBOM €ro Mnoder u3 OOIIEro JErnoHepCKOro oTpsiia, Ko-
TOPbIM HAIIPABJIAJICS B Jlarepb?

— IT0 Kakasg-To OmMOKa, — HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IMBITAJICS 0ObsIC-



HUTBHCSI APUCTOH, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI €r0 BBICTYIIATh, EMY
3aTKHYJIM POT KJIANOM, 3aCTABUB 3aMOJTYaTh HA BCE BPEMs JOJ-
roM JIOPOT'!U.

«OHH enié noxaJyeloT 0 TOM, YTO CXBaTUJIM MeHs. I Bc€ pac-
CKasKy JIeraTy, U OH OTPYOUT UM TOJIOBbI», — yTeman ceds Apu-
croH. Ho Bcye. Ha ero uzymiienre onu He nonui B jlarepb. Ocra-
HOBWJIMCh Ha OITyIIIKEe HEOOJBINOro Jieca, B Helele XOAbObI /10
Jlonnuanyma. Yepes HECKOIBKO CEKyHJ, IO €ro HoraM yjapu-
JIY IEPEBSIHHOM MAJIKOM, 3aCTaBUB TUIEHHMKA OIYCTUTHCS Ha KO-
JIeHUu. APHUCTOH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI 1TOJ] COOOM BJIary JIECHOW TOYBHI.
Omna Obl1a MSTKOM M PacChlTYaTon.

3aTeM C Hero CHsUIM TEMHBII MEIIOK, OOHaXKUB 3J1aTOBJIACYIO
rOJIOBY. APHUCTOH 3aKMYPUJICA, OKUAASl OCIEIHYTh OT COJTHEY-
Horo cBeTta. Ho comama ve 6pu10. Hebo 010 3aTSIHYTO TyCTBIME
Y TEMHBIMU Ty4aMHU, I1Ie-TO BJIAJIEKE CBEPKaJIM MOJIHUU 3€Bca.
HagepHoe, KTO-TO CHJIBHO pa3rHeBaJl 1apsi OOroB.

Tpoe 1ernoHepoB CTOSUIM PSAIOM U CMOTPEJH KyJa-To B CTO-
POHY, CJIOBHO YTO-TO BBICMATPHUBAs WJIX KOrO-TO? APHUCTOH ITPO-
Mopraj IJa3aMyd HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJ M MOCMOTpesN Tyha, Kynaa
cmotpesu Bce. Ho Huuero He yBuzen. C MUHYTY NOJOUIEN LIEH-
TypuoH. CoBcemM MoJ1010i. 11 HEOTBITHBIN.

—I'ne on nutsiercst, opk ero modepu! — BocKIMKHYI B cepanax
HEeHTYpHUOH. ['0J10c ero ObUT TpyOBIM HITH OH CTapaJIcs Jes1aTh ero
TAKUM. ..

— Pydun oberian npuidtul croa 10 3aXoAa CONHIA, — HavYall
OTBEYaJI JIETUOHEP, KOTOPBIY CTOSUI PSIOM C APUCTOHOM U ITPH-



JepKUBaJl €ro 3a IUIe4o, He JaBasi BctaTb. — Ho ckopo coBcem
CTEMHEeT, J]a U JIOk/Ib cooupaercsi. Moxer, oH 3a0bu1?

— Ecnu oH 320811, 51 My JIMYHO NIepepesKy IJIOTKY, — ITPOLIE VT
CKBO3b 3yObl IIEHTYPHUOH U BCTaJl HAITPOTHB IJICHHUKA.

— Torga npun€rcss M30aBUTHCSA OT MAIBYUIITKH, — ITPEIIONO-
KWI OAVIH U3 JIETMOHEPOB.

ADpUCTOH 3aMblyall, pACKPbIB IIMPOKO rojTyOble r1aza. Yro Bo-
o6me mpoucxoaut? M kro takoit 3toT Pydun? Pasee ero ne
JOJDKHBI ObLITM Ka3HUTh, KaK «e3epTrpa»?

— 3aTKHUTE KTO-HUOY/Ib €r0, — MPUKa3aJl [IEHTYPUOH U OTBEP-
HYJICA.

JlermoHep, KOTOPBINA CTOST PSIZIOM, yaapuil APUCTOH PyKOST-
KOW Meya B XHMBOT W TUIEHHUK, CKPIOUMBIIIUCH OT OOJU, 3aMOJI-
yail. JIpIxaHue NepexBaTuiio, a U3 I71a3 NOCHITAIACh KPACHBIE UC-
Kpbl. Yepes HeKoTopoe BpeMsi ApUCTOH MpUlIen B ceds. Psaaom
HaXOAMWJIUCh Bce Te ke congarel. ['pom rpemen rpomye. [loro-
Jia OpTUIIach. JlernoHepsl HAXOOWIKCh B XKEJIE3HBIX JIOCTIEXaX.
MoHust MoTJIa JIETKO TIOTacTh B HUX U yOuTh Ha Mecte. Ho BU-
JUMO, 3TU JIIOY U MPEACTABIEHUS HE UMEJH O (PU3BHKE.

Ckopo nepBas Karnejbka MOKPOro Ao/ ynajia ApUCTOHY Ha
TOJIOBY, HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO C3a/I1 HETO HaXOWJIOCh HEOOJTBIIIOE
JIePEBO U €T0 BETKH I10 CYTH JIOJDKHBI OBLTH 3aruiiath ero. [1tu-
bl IpUTUXJIM. Jlec ycHys1. ThXo HACTONBKO, YTO CTaJIO CJIBIIIHO
OueHue cepara.

— IIpoknsaTee! — Bpocui neHTyproH 1 3amarai nmpoys. — Ms-
6aBbTECH OT MATBYMIIKY M YXOIUM OTCIOA.



— Kak npukaxure, HEHTYpUOH, — OTBETHJIY [TOYTH CUHXPOHHO
JIETHOHEPHI U TIPUCTYIIIIIM K padoTe Masiauei.

APUCTOH Havasl PhINAThCS, MBITAsICh BHICBOOOAUTHCS, HO BCE
TIIETHO. [IBOE JIETMOHEPOB JAEPKaJM €ro 3a PyKH, a TPETHi 00-
Ha)KMB KMH:KaJl, TOTOBWJICS HAHECTH yJap B LIEI0.

APHCTOH 3aKpbUI IJ1a3a, MBICJIEHHO YyBCTBYSI Ty OOJIb, KOTO-
py1o OH ceryac omyTuT. Ho TyT J0HECCA HE3HAKOMBIM IOJIOC.

— Crorire!

APpPHCTOH OTKPBLI IJIa3a U YBUEJ BHICOKOTO MYKUYMHY B ILIa-
1ie, a PsJIOM C HUM IIMPOKOIUIEYNX BOMHOB — T€ ObUIA OTHIOMb
HE raJlJlJaMH, CKOpee ErUNTSIHAMHU.

— Hentypuon! — KpukHyn jeruonep, KOTOpbIil BCE e aep-
KaJl B pyKe HOX.

Lentypuon ocranoBwicd. [lo maram ApUCTOH MOHSUJI, YTO
LEHTYPUOH BO3BpAIllaeTCs Ha3al.

— Pydun, 6yap Te1 ipokJiAT! — Ckaza HEHTYPUOH Ha XOy. —
I'ne Teds HOCUT?

— IIpoctu, Moy Ipyr, — JJaCKOBO OTBETWJI My)KUMHA B TUIAIIE
Y MepeBEN CBOE BHUMaHKE Ha APUCTOHA. — 3a4eM ke Bbl €T0 TaK
3aMyunIn?

— OH — pe3eprup! — OTBETHI C HEHABUCTBIO LEHTYPHUOH. — 1
3aciayxuBaeT cMepty. Ho Mbl tapyeM eMy KU3Hb, ITyCTh PagyeT-
cAl.

—Hy uro %k, apyru, — nporoBopu PyduH, nepedrpast MOHETHI
B Mellke. — { 3aruauy Bam 3a Hero 200 neHapues.

[IeHTypHOH MOCMOTpEN Ha JEHbIM U CMOPIIUJICS, OOHAKUB



MeY U3 HOXEH.

— Ia o1 cmeémbes Hag Hamu ? — Cripocut oH. — 500 neHapues,
Y OH TBOM!

ApuctoH Moua HaOmoan 3a ToproM u OnenHen. Heyxenu
€ro CHOBa MPOJAIOT, Kak ToBap? Omsath padctBo? Boru comum
cyma...

— Hy xopoto, xopouio, — nponeneran Pypun. — 500 tak 500.

OH MeIJIEeHHO OTCYMTAJI BCE MOHETHI U MOJIOKUJ UX B TKaHe-
BBl MEILOK. 3aTeM Mepeai ero B pyKu CaMOAOBOJIBHOTO 1IEH-
TYpPHOHA.

— C BaMu NpUATHO UMETH JEJI0, FOCMIOA, — CKa3aJl MyKUMHA
B IUIalIE U NOXKaJl KaXkJIOMY PYKY.

Hoxap yensmuics. Jlernonepel nepejai ApUCTOHA B PyKHU
HE3HAKOMIIa W yIUTH. APUCTOH CKBO3b JOXAb HAOMOOAN CHU-
3y-BBEPX 3a YJAIAIOLIMMUCS COJIJATaMU U HE BEPUJI CBOUM IJIa-
3aM. BOT KTO mo-HacrosiieMy npegareiad — Tak 3TO HEYECTUBBIE
neruoHepsl. PyduH npukazan cBOUM JTIOASIM MOAHSATh APHUCTO-
Ha Ha HOTY U 3a11araj Bepel, CKBO3b JIMBEHb, KOTOPBIM JIMJI HA-
CTOJIBKO SIPO, YTO HATIOMUHAJI TPaJI CTPEJ, adalonui ¢ HeOa.

Ho Gnaronmapst 3ToMy IOX/10, HUKTO HEe BUJIEN ClIE3 ApUCTO-
Ha...

Bcé motopsiercs...CHoBa paOctBo. Heyxemn B 3TOM ero
cyapOa? KoueBarh U3 CTpaHbl B CTPaHy, C OCTPOBA Ha OCTPOB, U
npuMepsATh Ha ceOs1 Opems padctBa? Heyxenu paau 3Toro 1eH-
TypuoH Kpeon cniac ero? Hey:xenu oH BbIKWII, HEB3UPAsi HA Cy-
POBYIO 3UMY, TIOXOJ, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB — IIJIEH Y KEJIbTOB, YTOOBI



B KOHEYHOM MTOre CHOBa cTaTh pabom? borm cHOBa chirpaim ¢
HUM 3JIyI0 ITYTKY.

«Ecmu st HauHy OOBSICHATH UM, UTO 51 CbIH MMIIEpaTopa, OHU
HU 32 YTO HE MOBEPAT MHE», — IOAyMasl ApPUCTOH, NIepellaruBas
JYXKY.

— [leenmuck! — PsaBKkHY Ha HEro c3aau Pa3O0OMHUK U yIapul
MAJIKOU IO CIHHE.

Kokk

Mmnepatop crosit Ha GajKoHe U CMOTpeIT Ha cBoi cafl. JIer-
KU1 BETEPOK KOCHYJICSI €0 I'YCThIX, TEMHBIX U BOJIHUCTBIX BOJIOC,
a 3aTeM U Ky4depsiBor Oopossl. Ero kapue riasza notyxjim v Ka3a-
Jch O6e3ku3HeHHbIMU. Ero TémMHble OpoBU ObUTA CIBUHYTHI HA
nepeHoculle, a MaJleHbKUe T'yOKU HaIyThl, BbIpaxkas nedaib. OH
CCYTYJIMJICS, CJIOBHO MPOTHYBIIKUCH O], OpeMeHeM Topsi.

Czaau nopomen Apuan.

— Baitie aBrycreiinecTBo, Baiia Cynpyra HeMeIJeHHO [IPOCUT
Bac K cele, — cka3asl AJlpyaH MOBEIUTEIbHBIM TOHOM, CJIOBHO
9TO OH IIPABUTEJIb CAMOI MOT'YIIIECTBEHHOM B MUPE UMIIEPUH, a
SDMuimii — ero pao.

DMWIMKA NPOUTHOPUPOBAJ CJIOBAa COBETHHMKA M IPOAOIIKAI
CMOTPETh BHU3. AJIpUaH B30XHYJI 1 HEOXOTHO MOAOIIEN OIIHKe.

— MHe oH cHUTCS, — cKa3aJl TUXO UMIIEPATOP.

— K10? — HenoBosbHO cripocui AjipuaH.

— Mot ChIH. ..



AjpuaH npopbluan ¥ CXBATUB UMIIEPATOpa 3a PYKY, CHUIION
MOBEJ MPOYb ¢ OANKOHA. DMIJIHMIA PacCMeEsICS 1 CeJl Ha TIOJT, YTo-
Obl AJipyaH OTITYCTUJI €TO.

— ABrycr, BcranbTe!

— Jla momién Tel K BOpOHaM, MEP3KUI Thl YOTIONOK, — MPOro-
BOPWJI UMIIEPATOP U CTaJI CMEATHCA EILE TPOMYE.

— ABrycr, BbI He B ce0e.

— HukTO MHE He BepuT, UTO APHUCTOH KUB, — CKa3ajl DMHu-
JMi1. — A s BUKY €ro, BUKY BO cHe. UyBCTBYI0 CBOMM CEPALIEM,
YYBCTBYIO, KaK OH JABIIINT, KaK IJIavyerT.

— ABrycrT, Bbl IOJDKHBI IIPUHATH €r0 cMepTh. OH MEPTB, MEPTB.
U ero Gonblile He BEPHYTb.

AnpuaH B3s11 UMIIEpATOpa 3a JIOKOTh M MOMBITAICS MOAHATD
Ha HOTW.

— 41 3Ha10, 3a4€M Thl TaK FOBOPUIIIb. .. XOUEllb, CIEJIATh MHE
OOJIBHO. . . X0Y€elllb JOOUTh MEHS, YTOOBI 1 HOKOHYMII C COOO0I?

AJpuaH uCyraHHO TOCMOTpeJ1 Ha umrnieparopa. Hecmorps Ha
TO, YTO UMIIEPATOP COUIEN C yMa IMTOCJIE CMEPTU APUCTOHA, OH BCE
eme ObUT CIOCOOEH Ha MPOHUIIATEILHOCTD MM MOXET Jaxe Ha
npopunaresbHocTh. 60 tuian Ypeyssl u AfipyaHa 3aKkIoyancs
MMEHHO B 3TOM, CKJIOHHTh MMIepatopa K camoyouiictBy. Kak
OH 000 BC&M jsrorafaiicsi? BeITh MOXET, OH M He CXOIWII C yMa, a
JIMILIb IPETBOPsICA? AJlpuaH 3aHEpBHUYAIL.

— He noxnérech, — TBEpHO NMpoU3HEC umrieparop. — S He
yMPpY, [IOKa HE YBUKY APHUCTOHA.

Ecnu umriepatop Bc€ enié Bepui B TO, UTO €ro JIIOOUMBIH JIpyT



*uB, TO Kucca naBHO Bnana B orvasiHue. [leBylika He mora
CMHPHTBLCSI CO CMEPTHIO Myka. U mocie ponoB — Tsikeso 3a00-
nena. E€ nous 3a0pai k cede Iubaap v B3sJ1 Ha ceOs1 BOCIIMTA-
HUe. A ieByIlIKe ObLIM MPUCTABJICHBI TyUlliie Bpaun Puma, Mex-
Jly TIpOYMM, TIO MPUKa3y caMOro uMreparopa.

OnHaskapl MU faxe npuexain B Ko3y, 4roObl HABECTUTH
ObIBIIYIO KypTU3aHKY. [Iprexas oH mo3qHUM BeUepoM, B COIPO-
BOXKIEHWU HeOOJIBIIION OXpaHbl, BTallHe OTO BceX. Pasymeercs,
6e3 Anpuana. Y BXojia ero BcTpeTi HeusmeHHbIt Octopuii. Beé
C TeM K€ KAMEHHbIM U HEBO3MYTUMBIM JIMIIOM, OH ITPUBETCTBO-
BaJI UMIIEPATOPA U BITYCTUJI B JIOM.

NmriepaTop CHsJI KaIIOIIOH U MPOC/IeIOBaI 3a BOJIbHOOTITY-
meHHuKoM. Jloiast 1o KOMHAThl OOJIBHOM KeHIMHbI, OcTopuii
OCTaHOBUJICS. PIOM C BEpBI0 HAXOIVITUCH PAOBIHU U JIEKAPH.

— Kak ona? — Cnpocusn uMmnepaTop y OIHOTO U3 JieKapsi ¢
JUTMHHOW CeIor OOPOJION.

Jlekapp oTBeTHJ C1aObIM TOKAYMBAHUEM TOJIOBBI U TPOITY-
CTWJI IMITEpaTopa B KOMHATy. B criayibHe ObUIO TYITHO ¥ TaXJIo
cHaioObsiMu. [locpeinHe HaxoAMIach KpoOBaTh, HA KOTOPOU Jie-
KaJIo TeJIo AEBYIIKU. DMUIMN TUXO nojommen k Kucce u npu-
CEJ1 HA KOPTOUKU PSIIOM C €€ JIULIOM. JleBylIKa TsKENo Ablaa.
E€ npekpacHble 11a3a Bliajiy, JULO IOTEMHENIO, a BOJIOCH! Ka3a-
Juch nocegeny. OHa OCyHYJIach U CUJIbHO noxyaesa. Hanomuna-
Jla MepTBelia.

— Kucca, — nporoBopus DMuiuii, B3s1B AEBYIIKY 34 PYKY.

— Apucron? — Crnabo cipocuia Kucca, oTkpbiBas riasa.



YBuzeB nMrneparopa, oHa pe3ko 3adpajia CBOIO PyKY U OTBep-
HYJIaCh.

— Ybupaiics otciofa, IMuIMM, — Iep3KO CKa3aja JAeByIIKa.

— Kucca, gyma mMos1, — 1ackoBO CKa3asl UMIIEpaTop.

JleByllika 3aTpsciiach B IMXOpaJKe U 3arjlakaia.

— D710 BCE U3-3a TeOs1, KYCOK jiepbMa. Byab Thl pokJIsIT!

— JleBouka Mosi, THILIE, — IENTAT DMWINN, TBITASCh €€ YCIO-
KOMTb.

— He nazpiBaii Mens Tak! U He Tporaii!

DMWIMI HECMOTPS Ha KpUKU Kucchl, B35 PyKy JEBYIIKHA U
HoryIau €€ ThUIbHYI0 CTOpOoHY. Kucca Hayana HEBOJIBHO Mejl-
JICHHO YCIIOKauBaThbCHl.

— Kucca, — Hauan ropopuths umrmeparop. — S Buaen coH. Thl
HE JIOJIKHA 3TOro aesatb. OTpyHb NOpOYAIIUe U HEAOCTOMHBIE
MBICJIH.

— Ho s He xouy *xuth, — npoutenrana Kucca.

— TbI HOKHA KUTh, JOJDKHA, — OTBETUJI DMMWINNA. — Pagu cBo-
ey JI04epH, paJy OTLA U paayd APUCTOHA.

— ApHUCTOH — MEPTB. ..

— OH — kuB, 51 TOUHO 3HaI0. 51 3TO YYBCTBYIO.

— DMUJIHI, HE CTOUT BEpUTh BCEM TBOMM CHaM — TBOM CHBI —
9TO BCETO JIMIIb Oper] CyMactieAniero. A Thl — COIEN ¢ yMa.

— Her, — orBetun Dmwmmid. — Bce Mou cHbl — npaBza. Bepp
MHe, BCE OyJIeT XOpOIIIO.

Wmnepatop noryiaaui JeBYHIKY MO BOJOCaM U MOLIEJIOBAT B
7100.



— 41 Oyny HaBemath TeOs1, romyoka. Joxauch MeHsl.

Kucca Huyero He oTBeTHIIA.

— OO0erai, 4To JOXKIEIILCS.

Kucca cna6o u HeoxoTHO KuBHY/a. OIHAKO, OHA He codupa-
Jlach CymiaTh umnepatopa. Mimmeparop ObL1 Tak 3a00T/IMB U TaK
J00p K Heid, HO OHa MIOHMMAJIA, YTO OH COIIIEN C yMa U He MOTJIa
BepUTh eMy. Bellb OH He MPOPOK U He npecKaszarenb. OTKyaa oH
MOJKeT 3HaTh, )KMB APUCTOH WJIM HeT... Bc€ ato Open.

JleByIliKka He AOXJaIaCh DMUJIUSA U X BCTpeva Oblia IocyeI-
HEel. DTOM e HOYbIO OHA ITOKOHYMJIA C COOOM.



I'naBa 3. Becrpeya ¢ mepTBenom

Hoc kopa0iis1 6e3:xkanocTHO pyOusI MOPCKHE BOJIHBI, pa3pe3ast
uX ¥ pazopei3ruBas no namyoe. [Toroma ObUta BETpEeHOH U COM-
HeuHoW. OMMHOKasi TpupeMa IUTbUIa 10 CUHEMY OecKpaitHeMy
MOpI0, MOKUAAsA MPOCTOpbl BpUTaHCKMX 3eMelb U Jiepka CBOU
IyTh B BEYHBII TOPOJ 071 Ha3BaHUEM Pum.

APpPHCTOH HaXOJWJICS B TPIOME BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU IIJIEHHU-
kamu. Cpeny HUX ObUTM OPUTTHI M KeIbTHL. M HU OIHOTO pUM-
naHvHa. Hukto u3 Hux He 3Han jareiHu. Ho ciymas ux s3bIk,
UX TOBOP, UX IOJIOCa U CMOTPsI Ha TeX HECYACTHBIX OPHUTAaHOK,
HEBOJIBHO B TOJIOBE MOABIISUICSA 00pa3 Matel. OH Bc€ eme nom-
HIT e€ Oe3KM3HEHHBbIE 3eNEHbIe T1a3a. OH XOTeN 3ariakarh, HO
cné3 He ObuTo. VI 4yBCTBO coCTpajaHusi, Topsi HOTEpU — HUYETO.
B co3HaHMM BO3HMKJIO HEKOe MOJoOue CTYNopa, HeI0yMEHHMS.
CnoBHO OH yBHEN Mely3y [ Oprony u npeBparuics HaBe4HO B
KAMEHb.

Hekoropoe BpeMsl OH cufes B YITIy M TyIIO CMOTPEN B TOUKY,
He INpuKacasich K efge. OH HE MOTI MOBEPUTD, YTO BCE ITO MPO-
VCXOOUT UMEHHO ¢ HUM. EMy BCE €IlE Ka3ajoch, YTO OH E€/IET
Ha jomany KpeoHa Ha myTH K JTOOMMOMY UMIIEPAaTOpPy U JKEHE.
o cyTtu, Tak BcE u ObUTO. DTH JOAU JepKaau A0pory Ha Pum.
VIMeHHO B 3TOM ropo/ie )KMBYT camble Oorarble NaTpULIUH, KOTO-
phI€ CKyMaloT paboB MO CaMOM TOPOroy LieHe.

Bor tak npeBparHocTu cyapObl...He ycran noBropsats Apu-



CTOH.

ApuctoH He cobupacs HUKyaa Oexats. bexars Hekyna. Kpy-
roM Bojia. A cBepXy BOOPYKEHHBIE JIIOIU, KOTOPbIE MOTYT YOUTh
ero. OH pewi xxgatb. OH BCIIOMHUII CJIOBA TOTO CTapUKA-IPYyH-
Jla ¥ MBICJIEHHO BEpWJI, UTO BCE Oynet xoporio. Jlyuie, yem Ka-
xerca. OH npueaer B Pum u ero y3Haor. Begp oH — HacieqHUK
IIpecTona.

OH Tak aymaJi, OH Tak BepuJl U Telui ceOsl HaleKaaMu.

— PumuisiHuH, — ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO MIENTATUCH TUIEHHUKUA U HE
MOAXOAWINA K APHUCTOHY.

OHnu ero npe3upany ¥ BUHWIM BO BCEM. Heckonbko pa3 gaxe
IBITATIUCh YOUTB, Kycasi v Iapanas. OH, BIpoYeM, He COITPOTHB-
JsiIcs. YBeubsl IPUBOIMIIM €r0 B CO3HAHME U JIaBAJIM CUTHAN B
Mo3r. A cMepTh...CmepTh eMy OblTa yke Hectpantaa. OH He 00-
sUICA €€ Y MPUHUMAJT KaK JKeJIAHHYIO TOCThIO, KaK OJNM3KYIO TIO0-
Ipyry. ApUCTOH BUEN €€, BUAEN €€ I71a3a, € JUIO, HO He TO-
HUMaJI, IOYEMY OHA BCE €IlI€ He Mpulilia 3a HUM. Psiiom xonur,
MOMJISI/IBIBAET HA HETO W UIPUBO MOIMUIUBAET, CIIOBHO FOBOPS
€My — TBOE BpEMS €lIE HE HACTAJIO.

OH cupaen Ha JepeBsSHHOM MOy U CIyIal Kak Kopadib pas-
pe3aer BosiHbL. [lo ero pacuéram, KOTOpble OH BENT Ha CTEHE,
BBIKOBBIPHUBAsl NAJIOYKU HOITSIMH, OHM TUIBUIM yKE ABE HEJEIIN.
Heckoibko pa3 ocTaHaBIMBAIUCh M CHOBA OTIPABWIUCH B MYTh.
3a 3710 BpeMsl OH MPEBPATUIICA U3 KpacaBUMKa 3JUIMHA, B IPs3-
HOT'O, OIIETUHMBILIETOCs, KOCMATOrO I0HOITY. [JJTMHHBIE BOJIOCHI
OBbLIM CITyTaHBI ME3K/Iy COOOU U IMOKPHITHl KOPOUKOU TPSI3U U TIbI-



7, 3a TOJ Ha JIMIle MOSsIBWIAch peAkas u neppas 6opoma. OHa
ObLJIa MSITKOW ¥ HATIOMUHAJIA KEHCKYIO IETHUHY.

['maza ero Bnayiv, NOSIBWIUCH TEMHBIE CUHSIKU. OH OCyHYJICS
U clwibHO noxyaen. Hamomuuan ckener. Ho Ha 3TuX KOCTAX BCé
elIé ocTaBajvch ero Kpernkue Mpiiibl. Ero mpecc, ero oureric,
MYCKyJIaTypa ¥ IIpambl, TIOJyYeHHbIE BO BpeMsl 00s1, OTIHYAIN
B HEM BOMHA. I OH BBIIENSAJICS CPEeU OCTaIbHBIX.

Ho Apuctona B HEM yxe ObLJIO He y3HaTh. Ecli OH CKaxer,
KTO OH — €My HUKTO M HU 32 4TO He moBeput. Bce 3Hamm, 4Tto
ChIH MMIIepaTopa nonodex 6ory. Ho B HEM MOkHO ObLIO ceifuac
YBUJIETH JIUIIIb OTIIEJIbHUKA WK Oe3NMapHuKa. Beirisiien oH Ha-
CTOJIBKO y’aCHO, YTO IUIEHHUKU CTApPAJIUCh JEPKaTbCsl OT HErO
noofaib. M HeyauBuTenbHO, OO BO3/Ie APHCTOHA IIOMHUMO KJIO-
NOB Oeraj eIg v TOJICThIEe KPBICHI, KOTOPBIE KyCaId €ro KOXKY U
€JIM OCTaTKH PbIObl, KOTOPbIE IOHOIIA HE Joe/1al.

Kak-to, n€:xa Ha nony, ApuctoH B3aporuyJi. Kpeicel 3anuiia-
7 1 pazdexanck. OH MOAHSIICSA HA HOTH U ocMoTperics. [Tnen-
HUKM criajgu. Bopodem, KTO-TO U3 HUX BO3MOKHO TOJIBKO Mpe-
TBOpsics. Ho 310 He nmeno 3Hauyenus. Cyns 1o TEMHOMY CBETY,
JIMBILIEMYCS U3 JIIOKa, ObLIa HOYb.

— Jlyanuku! ITmu! — JTon€ccsa rosnoc cBepxy.

«Yt0 Tam npoucxoaut? Heyxenn Ha HaC Haranm?»

[MnenHuKoOB pa3Oynuia cubHast BCTpsicKa Ha Kopabine. [Toxo-
ke, UX IPOTapaHUJIN.

— Ha Hac Hananm nupatsl! — 3aBONWIN KEHIIUHBI.

— Yro Tenepsb ¢ Hamu Oynetr? OHM HAC YOBIOT. ..



— Wnu cpenator u3 Hac rpeOIioB rajiepsl. . .

Kpyrom mym. Kakodonus. Bce BomAr, Kpuvyar U IiavyyT.
Jlvins Apucton cniokoeH. Beap 310 ero manc. Ilanc cOexatb
0TCI0/1A.

Yepes HEKOTOpOE BpeMsI ITOCIIBIIIATICH 3BYKH OMTBHL. KpoBb
JIWJIACh PEKOM M CTEKasla B TPIOM. APHUCTOH JONPBITHYJI O IO-
TOJIKA Y MOMNBITAJICA OTKPBITH JIIOK. HO He ycren oH NpuKoCHy Th-
sl K HEMY, KaK KPBbIIIKa OTKPbLIAach, U Ubs-TO I0JI0BA [10KA3aJ1aCh
CBEPXY.

— TI'ocnionuu! — KpukHyia rojgoBa. — Y Hac TyT IJIEHHUKM !

YausutensHo. Ho oH roBopuit Ha rpeyeckom. Ha uncrom rpe-
yeckoM. Kak 7aBHO ApPHUCTOH He CIIbIIIal POIHOTO S3bIKA. . .

— OmmuHo, baiioH, — mocbIancss BTOPOU rojoc. — Y Hac
nupor ¢ HayrmHKou. Komanu 3051010, Hanum anmassl. Beex Ha
6oprt!

— Cnymatoch, kanutan! — OTBeTUIa TOJI0Ba U Yepe3 HEKOTO-
poe BpeMsi cOpocHiia BEpEBKY BHU3.

— Krto 311 mon? — CripaivBaiiv skeHIIuHbL. — OHU XOTST HAC
youts? Yto oHM TOBOPAT?

APpHCTOH HE CTaJl UM HAYEro OTBeYaTh. XOTs MPU KEJIAHUU
MOT 3TO C/IEJAaTh.

«B03MOXHO, 1 CMOT'Yy C HUMH IOTOBOPUTHCA. Benb rpek rpeky
nomosxeT. ['pek He cTaHeT oOpararh B pabCTBO rpeka.»

[logusnu HaBepx ero B camoM KoHLEe. [IIeHHUKM cTosM Ha
MOKPO# nayry0e 1 UCITyTaHHO O3UPAJIHChH 10 CTOpoHaM. Kpyrom
TPYIbI, OTOHb U MOpe KpoBu. [1o 06e cTopoHs! ABe rajepsl. beito



CTPALIHO, HO TOJIbKO HE APHCTOHY.

— 910 yTO emE 3a AepbMo? — CIIpoCcrI € OTBpALICHUEM YEJNO-
BeK B XxuToHe U 1iamie. Cy/is o Bcemy, OH U ObUT IJIABHBIM.

OH cMopIIIT HOC U Havyaul pa3riisi/ibBaTh MJICHHUKOB.

— [Mpukaxwurte ux BoIOpOCcUTH 32 6OpT? — CIPOCUIT TOT, KOTO
3BaJId baioH.

Ecnu Obl MX ycItbinan OpUTaHCKUE AEBYIIKW, OHU ObI 3arljia-
KaJIH eIlI€ rpoMYe.

— Jla, TBI YMTaAEIIb MOU MBIC/IH, BailoH, — OTBETHJI KalUTaH. —
3a 3TO OTpernbe He OTAALYT Ja)xe JIOMaHHOro rpoma. Eme He
XBaTaJI0 MHE C HUMM Ha TOPre CTOATh U JIU3aTh 3aJHUIIbI TTOKY-
nareyiaMm. M30aBeca oT HUX, banioH.

BaiioH u e11ié HeCKOJIBKO JII0IEN CXBAaTWIM IJIEHHUKOB U Haya-
7 yOUBaTh UX OJVH 3a JAPYruM. JKEeHIMHBI BU3KAIM U Ta/1aJTH
Ha kosieHH. Korja cxBatmim ApucToHa, OH HAIEN B ceOe CUJTHI,
YTOOBI 3a0paTh MeU U3 PyK NMUparTa U BCTaTh B OOEBYIO TO3Y.

— He nonxoaute! — Ckazan ApUCTOH Ha IPEUYECKOM.

Te, KTO KOHYAJl KU3HU [JIECHHUKOB M3YMWJIMCh U HAa BpEMs
3a0BUTA CBOU POJIH MATAYEH.

— 51 He ympy 6e3 60s1! — Ckazan ApuctoH. — 5 O6ymy 60poThcs
1o nocaenHero. bopotbest 3a xku3Hb. BopoThes 3a cBOOOTY !

— TBost BOJIsL, — OTBETUJT O/IVH U3 NMUPATOB U PUHYJICS B OO,
OOHaXHUB CBOH MeY.

Ho HeB3upast Ha BCIo c1a00CTh M UICTOIEHHOCTh, A PUCTOH BCE
€l11€ MOMHWJI HAaBbIKM (PEXTOBAHUS U Yepe3 MUHYTY Bpar yxe Jie-
JKaJl Ha MOJIy CO CMEPTEJIbHBIM PAHEHUEM. YBUJIEB, KAK UX TOBA-



puII ObLT TOBEPKEH MAJIBUMIIIKOM, MAPATHI PA303JIMIIUCh U yKe
OBbLITV TOTOBBI HAOPOCUTHCSI HA APHUCTOHA, TIOIOOHO MypaBbsIM Ha
CreNnyio KJIyOHUKY, KaK rojloc KaluTaHa UX OCTaHOBUIL

— Croitte! — Ckazaj OH. — DTOT I0HOIIIA HY)KEH HaM >KVBbIM.

APpHCTOH MOBEPHYJICA Ha3a/] U YBUJEN CTOSIIETO BO3JIE HETO
KaIuTaHa.

— pyxuile, — TpOroBOPUJI JJACKOBO OH. — OTIycT Med. Mbl
He TpoHeM TeOs1. Thl XpaOpblil MATbUMK U MPEKPACHO BJaJeelllb
opyxuem. He xouemb npuMKHyTh B Haily KoMaHay? Tel Belb
TOXe rpek? BepHo?

— VcTuHHO BEpHO, — OTBETWII APUCTOH, BCE €ILE IepXa B py-
Kax Med. — Ho s He pa300iHMK, Kak Bbl M He MpecTynHukK. 1 He
coOMparoch yromaooaaThcs BaM. 1 Ooelr, s1 BOMH — U 51 Cpakarch
3a cBOOOMY. 3a MPaBO KUTh.

— Tak Tb1 X0uemb cOexars orciona? — Crpocui KanuraH. —
[Touemy? Thi Begp pad.

— 1 ne pa6! — Pazo3mics Apucton. — M HuKorga um He Oyay.
Sl pUMJISIHMH, HO B MOMX XWJIax TEYET KPOBb LIMHA. Kuresns
Kudepsi. I nomxen BepHyThcsi B PUM Bo UTO OBI TO HU CTAJIO.
S nomxeH. ..

— INogoxu, Tl ckazan Kudepsi?

ApPHCTOH KMBHYJI.

— 4 Toxe ¢ Kudepsl. Tak T MO 3eMIIAK !

Kanuran xoten oOHATH ApUCTOHA, HO TJICHHUK HAIpPaBHI
CBOM MeY U He MOAITYCTUJI K ce0e CYaCTIIMBOro mupaTa.

— 4 xouy numb momoub Tede. S oTBe3y Tebs B Pum, HO Thi



criepBa JIOJIKEH OKa3aTh MHE OJIHY YCIIYTY.

— 51 Te6e Hudero He poykeH! — OTBETUII BRICOKOMEPHO ApH-
ctoH. — {1 He Bepio Tede. Thl TOMBKO UTO OE3:KaJTOCTHO 3ape3al
9TUX HECUACTHBIX JKEHILMH, C KOTOPBIMU MHE JI0BEJIOCH KUTh Me-
csn. U xoten youth MeHsl.

— JloBepbest MHe, 51 IpaBa Xxouy Tede moMoub. Benb Tel Moi
3eMJISIK.

Kanuran MenieHHO Mogomen K ApUCTOHY Y IIPOJOJIKHUIIL:

— Tel oTIMYHBIA OO€L, THI JIOBOK, CWJIEH. MHe 0e3 1eOs He
cripaBuThesl. OKaxu ycuyry, U s oTBe3y Tedst B Pum, Gomee Toro
— 0307104y TeOsI.

— 41 Bc€ paBHO TebOe He Beplo.

— Tebe pemars — BepuTh MHE MU HeT. HO eciiv Th OTKaKeIIIb-
CS1 — MOM JTION YOBIOT TeOsI M OCTAJIbHBIX IIJICHHUKOB, U ThI HU-
KOrza yxe He BepHElbcs B cBor Pum. [lomyman.

ApucTOH TIoYeca Moa0OPOIOK. «ITOT YeIoBeK mpaB. S He
CHpaBJIOCh ¢ ero BouHamu. O 60ru...4To MHe JienaTh?» OH 1o-
CMOTpEJT Ha UCITyTaHHBIX XEHIIWH U MOHSJI, YTO HYKHO COIJla-
CUTBCA. APHUCTOH OTIIYCTUJI M€Y M HEXOTSI KUBHYJI FOJIOBOM.

— 4 comaces. ..

— Bot 1 otmmuHOo! — BOCKJIMKHYIT paloCTHO KarMTaH v OOHSIT
ApUCTOHa 32 IUIEYH, TYT K€ CMOPIIMBIIMCH OT CMEPASIIETO 3a-
naxa. — Mens 3oByT ['ennanaiioc. U mbl otripaBiisiemcsi B Axariio,
Ha Kopundd.

— ApUCTOH, — IPEACTaBUIICS IOHOIIA U IIPY YIIOMUHAHUU 3HA-
KOMOTO OCTpOBa B3/IporHyit. 160 ogHa) b1 OH yxke ObIBaJT TaM,



B JICTCTBE, KOT/Ia OTell Opaj ero ¢ coo0i, OHM YacTO OCTaHABIIH-
BAJIUCh TaM.
— OueHb NpUsATHO, — OTBETU ' eHHaganoc. — ApUCTOH, Ay-
Maio TeOst He0OOXOIMMO TIPUBECTU B MOPsIIoK. VA€M co MHOIA.
['eHHagaiioC MOTOXKUI CBOIO PYKY APHUCTOHY Ha IUIEYO U Be-
CeJIO 3amaraji Ha cBo€ cygHo. OCTaBUB BCE €€ HEJOAYMbIBAIO-
IIUXCS TUPATOB, KOTOPBIE OBUIM TOTOBBI YOUTh APHCTOHA.

Kokk

['maBHOKOMaHIyIOIIMiA UpaTckoro cynHa ['eHHagaioc He BbI-
3pIBJT JJOBepHsl. XOTS OH U ObLT KOPEHHBIM T'PEKOM U JIOJKEH
ObLT, B CHUTY IPaXAaHCKUX MPUHIIUIIOB, O€3BO3ME3IHO MIOMOYb
cobpary o Pouse, HO BUTMMO, 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa CIIUIIKOM IITy-
OOKO MPOH3WIIN KOPHU KOPHICTH U JOOBH K JEHbIAM, YTO OH CO-
BCEM YB3 B ITyurHEe Oe3HPAaBCTBEHHOCTH U Oecuectusi. Ero co-
BEPIICHHO HE BOJHOBAJIM CyAbOBI T€X HECYACTHBIX JIOAEH, KO-
TOPBIX OH HACWJIBHO OOpaTmil B paOCTBO. A Be/lb y HUX ObLIa
CBOSI KU3Hb, CEMbs, JIOM, JI€TH. .. BO3ZMOKHO, OHM CTpOMIH TIIa-
HBIL, KA OyOyIrM, MedTamu. .. iMenu 1esb B KU3HU.

ApPUCTOH IOCMOTpEJT Ha KEHIINH, KOTOPble HAXOAWJIHCH B Ma-
JIeHbKOM Kapliepe Ha natyoe. HaBepHoe, MHOTMe U3 HUX BCE emié
Ha/IesTMCh Ha OCBOOOXKIEHNE U HUKAK He OKUAANM, YTO UX CKO-
poil cynpOoil okaxercst pabcTBo. Bripouem, korga-to ApuctoH
ObLT TAKMM K€ HAMBHBIM MAJIbUHUIIKOW, KOTOPBIA KW B TPsI3-
HOM, TTIOTHOM, CMEP/SAIIEM TPIOME U CTPAAAIONIHI HEBEICHEEM U



He3HaHueM. He3nanuewm Oymyiero.

W ceifyac OH cMOTpes Ha 3TUX JIOJEW U BUIET B HUX ceOsl.
B03MOXHO, KTO-TO ceryac gyMaJl O CBOMX POJUTENSAX U 9TU BOC-
IIOMUHAHUA rpenu ux. My K npumMepy, B3ATb BOT 3Ty XPYIIKYIO
JEBYIIIKY, KOTOpasi CUJeNa B yIIy, OOXBaTUB CBOM KOJIEHU PyKa-
mu. HaBepHoe, oHa qymaina o CBOEM BO3MIOOIEHHOM M MedTasa
CHOBAa C HUM BCTPETHUTBCSI MJTM XOTS OBI...TIPOCTO yBHUAETh. OHA
6os1ach 3a0BITh €10 JIMLIO, €r0 roJoc, ero rasa. U crapanach ay-
MaTh O HEM KaK MOKHO Yallie, 4YToObl OAHAX/bl HAUTH €10 U U3
BCEH TOJIIIBI, U3 BCEX JKUTEJIEN Y3HATh UMEHHO €TO.

Kak 310 rpyctHo...Kak nevyanbHo. XoueTrcss 0OMEHSTh CBOIO
’KU3Hb Ha CBOOO/Y 3THUX JIOJEW, HO APHUCTOH ceiuac CIMIIKOM
JOpoxui cBoer Bosieil. EMy HykHO BepHyTbCsi B Pum. U yBrnetsb
CBOEr0 BO3JIOOJIEHHOTO Jipyra. A motoM ['eHHaiaioc momyJuT
10 3aCJTyram 3a CBOE€ He3aKOHHOE MUPATCTBO U padboToprosiio. B
9TOM APUCTOH HE COMHEBAJICS.

Ha kopaGme k ApHCTOHY He OTHOCHIUCH Kak K paly. Emy
Jake IMPeJOCTaBWIIM JIOKE Cpeay KOMaHAabl Tpuepapxa. OnHa-
KO, OBLJIO JIOBOJILHO OMACHO 371ech HoueBath. Jliomu ['enHagaiioca
MSTKO FOBOPsI HEIOMOOIMBaIM APUCTOHA, @ BEPHEe cKasaTh -
TaJI1 HEHABHCTh K HEMY, HACTOJIBKO, YTO TIPU KaXI0M yI0OHOM
CIyJae MbITAJIMCh yOUTh ero. [10aTomy mprxoauaoch BCE BpeMs
OBbITh Ha CTPEME U COXPAHSTh OIUTENbHOCTD. A TaKKe UMETh JIe3-
BUE HOXa M0J] pyKol. ApUCTOH yous ux toBapuiia. M xenanue
OTOMCTHTB OBUIO BO CTO KpaT CHJIbHEE KaKOTO-TO WCIIOJHEHUS
IIpUKa3a KOMaHJUPA.



— Tl'ennanmaiioc, 0ObsIcCHW, 3a4eM OH 31ech? — CrpammBain
MO3/THO BEYEePOM KyUepsIBbIii OOpOJIad CO CIIOMaHHBIM HOCOM. —
Thl AEHACTBUTEIIHHO €ro OTIYCTHIIIb, BOT TaK MPOCTO?

— 41 yxe roBopuI Bam, Iouemy s ero He yous, — orBeTu [ en-
HaJaioc 1 yAbIOHYJICS 3MEMHOM YIIBIOKOH. — TOT MapeHb JIOBOK,
CHJIEH U OBICTp, Kak KoOpa. HamHOrO sydIie Bac, UaMOTOB.

[Tarepo ofel, KOTOpbIe HAXOIWIIUCH 371eCh U YYaCTBOBAJIU B
Pas3roBope, HANPATIKCH U OOHAKIIN MEYH.

— HazoBu X0Th OfIHy NMPUUYNHY, TIOYEMY MBI HE MOXEM YOUTb
TeOs ceituac?

— X531, X351, rocrnoa, — yCroKauBaroIMM TOHOM TPOTOBOPHIT
KanuTaH U MPOTSHYJ CBOM PYKM, yOUpasi MeUd B HOXKHBI Map-
Heil. — He Gynem ccoputhcest. Torbko ApUcTOH CMOKeT M30aBUTh-
Cs1 OT HAIlIeTo 3aKJIATOro Bpara. BepHee, Moero Bpara. .. DToT na-
pEeHb He IMOXOX HU Ha Bac, HU Ha MeHsl. VI UMEHHO OH TIOMOXET..

— W1 4gro motom? Tl yObEIIH €ro?

— 3aueM pyOuTb TUIOJIOBBIE IEPEBbSI, KOTOPBIE AAI0T TPUOBLITH?
Sl mpomam ApucToHa Ha TOpre, TOYHO TaK e, KaK U 9TO OTperibe.

['eHHa1alloc MOCMOTPET Ha 3aKJTIOUEHHBIX M paccMmestyicst. Mo-
JIONIOY IOHOIIIA, KOTOPbI HAXOIWJICSA B Kapiiepe, He crall B 3Ty
HOYb. OH HaOMIOAAT 32 MMPATAMU Yepe3 PEIIETKY U BCE CIIBIIIAL.

Brnipouem, AprcTOHY B 3Ty HOUb TOXe He criasiock. Korma Bee
YCHYJIM, OH PEIIWI TIOTHAThCS HAaBEpPX M TOJBIIIATh MOPCKHM
Bo3yxoM. K cuactbio, Mopckoii 6051e3HH y Hero OoJblie He Obl-
JI0, ¥ OH MOT IIJIaBaTh Ha KopaOiisx roqamu. Panbiie on 6e3yMHO
mooun mope. CMOTpeTh Kak BOJIHBI OMBIBAIOT Oeper, Kak cepast



TIeHa JISXKUT MeX KaMmHel. Kak Boga OnecTuT Ha COJHIIE U OTpa-
’kaet roayooe He60. OH Mor HaOMoAATh 32 MOPEM YacaMu 1 He
3ameuaTh BpeMsi. Mope Aesao ero cyacivBee 1 3acTaByIsuIo 3a-
ObIBaTh O TIpobIeMax, rope, rnevaiu, pazourom cepaie...Kaza-
JIOCh, UMEHHO BoJja — ero cTuxusi. OIHaKo ceilyac OH Tak He CUU-
Taj1. JIloOOBb K MOPIO IOCTENIEHHO IMPOIILIA TaK e, KaK JTI0O0Bb K
Kucce. Cauikom JI01ro oH MpoObUT Ha Kopaolie ¥ K COXKAJICHUIO,
3a 3TO BpeMsl CIOKHIMCh HeJoOpble BOCTIOMUHAHUS U acColra-
un. Tenepb, KOria OH BU/IEN BOLY, OH BCIIOMHHAT O CBOEM pad-
crBe u 3akmoueHnn. A Kucca...Emy Obu10 CTHIHO 32 cedst. Ko-
IJ1a-TO OH UCHBITHIBAJ K HEM HEBEPOSITHOE BJIICYEHHE, HO €€ PEB-
HOCTb, €€ HEHABUCThb K DMITUIO OTAAJISIIN UX, pa3pyliaiu Opak.
B nocnennumii pas, Korja oH e€ BUJIEN U 11e710BaJl, OH 3aMETHII, Kak
CHJTLHO OHA €ro JIIOOUT U TIOHSLT, YTO €ro JII0OOBb K Hell HAMHOTO
cnabee, yeM Obuia paHbiiie. Bo3aMoxHO, 1e1o B IMuimu. MoxXHO
CKa3aTh, 4TO DMWIMM — 3TO HOBas Urpyiika, a Kucca — crapas.
HoBoe Bceraa Jydiie, HO ctapoe OCTaHeTcs He3aMeHUMbIM. O
CTapOM BCIIOMMHAIOT, HO TOT/AA, KOrJa YK€ CIUIIKOM MO3JHO.

ApwuctoH dyBcTBOBaJI cedsi srouctom. «bennas Kucca. Ha-
BEpHOE, €€ cepllle He BbIIEpXKajo, KOrga OHA y3Hajla O MOe
cMepTH. A Kak xe Moi pedeHok? JKuB m oH? U xuBa Jiu ero
MaThb 7»

ApHUCTOH OOJIOKOTHIICS 00 TIepuiia U HaOMoIal 3a TEMHBIMU
MOpEM, KOTOPOE OTPaX)ajio HOUb.

— ['ocrioauH, — mocbIIAICA YEU-TO HIENOT.

Ha BpeMs ApUCTOHY Ja)ke MOKa3ajaoCch, YTO €ro 30BET AH-



THOX. ['0510C OBUT TAKUM 3Ke, MOJIOJBIM, HETIOPOYHBIM. . .

— I'ocnoguH, — NOBTOPUII TOJIOC.

ApUCTOH 0OEpHYJICS ¥ YBUJIEI IJ1a3a, KOTOPbIE BBITJISIIBIBAIN
U3-TI0]] PEUIETKU HA JIBEPHU.

— Tw1 Menst 30B€11b? — CripocrT ApUCTOH, HEMHOTO MTpeObIBast
B 3aMeIlaTeNIbCTBE. [JaBHO €ro Tak He Ha3bIBAJIH. ..

— $1 Xo4y BaM KOe-4TO COOOUIUTh, — CKa3aJl rojoc.

Tonbko cenyac APUCTOH TOHsUI, YTO MaJIbUMK TOBOPWJ Ha
KEJIbTCKOM.

— l'oBopu, — oTBeTHT APHUCTOH, HO 3TO He OBUIO TIOXOXeE Ha
MPUKa3.

Manbunk nogHEC CBOU TyObl ONMKe U TIPOIIETTal:

— He noepsii 31biM mogssM. OHU XOTAT, YTOOBI Tl YOUIT UX
HeZapyra, a motoM Tedst MpoAaayT BMecTe ¢ Hamu. Ha topre.

[locneanee c1o0BO OH MPOM3HEC HA IPEYECKOM, IPOLIUTUPOBAB
I'ernapgarioca.

APpPHCTOH HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOJTYAJL.

— 41 Tak ¥ 3HaJs, YTO UM HE CTOUT JOBEPATh, — HAKOHEL OTBE-
THJI APHCTOH Ha KesibTckoM. — Criacu6o tebe, npyr. 5 He 3a0ymy
TeOs1 1 BEpHYCh 3a ToOOK. 3a Bamu. Oberaio.

— 3a KeM 3T0 TH coOpasicst Bo3Bpamiarhesi? — Crpocus rojoc
c3aaM.

APHUCTOH BBITAIIWI KJIMHOK Y MOBEPHYBIIMCh, PE3KO BOH3UII
€ro B JKMBOT CTOSIIIETO C33/11 YEJIOBEKa, BIPOUEM, J1aXke HE pa3-
IJIJIEB €10 JIMIA. YesnoBek 3aKkpryal U ynaji Ha KojeHu. [lomu-
MO HETO, 3[€Ch HaXOOWINCh ele narepo. Ilo Bcer BuaMMocCTy,



OHU He COOMPAJIUCH CITYIIATh CBOET0 KOMaH/AMpPa U PEIvIN Tai-
HO PacIipaBUTHLCS C OOIIMM BParoM.

— AXx 1b1 YOmoniok ! — [TpocToHa1 paHeHbIH.

[TaTepo MyK4MH OOHAKMIA MEYU U OKPYKUIA APUCTOHA CO
Bcex cTopoH. C3aau HaxoauiIcs Kapuep.

— IIpeirait B BOIy, — CKa3aJl KeJbT.

— Ho s He BBIKMBY B MOpe€, Kak 5 HaiLy JOpory J10Momn?

— IIpeirail, — MOBTOPHIT KEJIbT U I00ABIII: — U TTHIBU HA CEBED,
HE OCTAHABJIUBASCh.

Korna ovH 13 rojioBope30B 3aMaxHYJICsl, APUCTOH PUTHYB-
IKCh, PUHYJICS YTO €CTh MOYM B HAIPaBJIEHUH NIEPUIT, U HE yCIie-
JIK TOJIOBOPE3bI UTO-JIMO0 COOOPa3UTh, KAK BHU3Y MOCBIIIAIMCDH
IUIECKU BOJIbl M 3BYKH NOTPYKEHUsSI B MODE.

[Mupatsl nOCMOTpENM BHU3 U YBUAEIH, IUIBIBYILETO MO TEM-
HOW BOJIE U BOJIHAM APHUCTOHA.

OnuH U3 MUPATOB XOTeJ MPBITHYTh 32 HAM M TaM 3apyOuTh
€ro, HO TOT, YTO CTapllle, OCTAHOBUJI €r0.

— Crom, — ckasai oH. — Tak gaxe snydme. Majipunnika He Bbl-
JEPKUT U HOYU.

3areM OH IOCMOTpE] HaBEepX W YC/bILAN TPOMBIXAIOIIEe
He0o. Hagpurancs mropm. [oceiijoH He TOOUT YyKaKoB B CBO-
€M MOpe.

Hokk

Kak u Benen tot KEJIbT, ApI/ICTOH IJIbUI HAa CEBEP. N He



Ha ceBep...OH TOJKOM He 3Hajl, MO0 JaBHO COWJICA C MyTH W3-
3a CKBEPHOU TOrofibl. Betep mogHMMaT BOJTHBI 10 caMbIX HeOec.
Heckonbko pa3 ApUCTOH 4yTh He 3aXJIeOHYJICSA, HO MPOJOIIKAI
IUIBITh. XOTS CUJIBI €ro HaYMHAIM YXe NMoKkujate. Horamu oH
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO J0 AHA EIIE AAIEKO. XOIOIHAs U TEMHAs BOJA
TSHYJA €r0 BHU3. A U3-32 TEMHBIX TYy4, 3aIIOJIOHMBIINX 3BE3THOE
He0O0, OH KpoMe Irpoma U Mopsi Hu4ero He Bujen. Kaszanocsk, ata
HOYb OyJIeT OECKOHEYHOM.

«Kakoi s uauor. 3auemM s TOJNBKO MOCTYIIAT TOTO Kellb-
Ta. MOXeT, OH XOTeJs, YTOObI 51 yMep paHbllle, YeM MpuObLT B
Axaito? Benp 1 — puMiIsiHUH. XOTh M HE KOPEHHOM, HO TaK WIA
WHaue KeJbThl HaC HEeHaBU/IAT.» BosiHa cHOBa cxBaTwiia ApHUCTO-
Ha ¥ TIofiHs11a K HeOecam. Ha ¢one moropisl, OH 4yBCcTBOBAJ ceOst
HUKeM. Bcero i KaakuM u cliaObiM 4esIoBeYHIIKOn. Ternephb
TIOCJIe/THEE CJIOBO 3BYUaJIO KaK OCKOpOJIeHHe.

U cHoBa Boja, Boja, Bona. .. Kak MHoro Boapl. XoueTcs NuTh,
HO OHa ObLJTa CIIMIIIKOM COJIEHOW. XOueTcs repecTarh padoTaTh
KOHEUHOCTSIMHU M pacciadbutbes. Ho nemp3sa. HyxHo nBuratbes
BIIEPEN, €CU Xouellb kUThb. OH He caaBayicsd. OH HE MPUBBIK K
nopaxenusiM. OH OpocuI1 BBI30B camum Ooram, camomy [loceii-
JIOHY M HE YCIIOKOMTCSI, TTOKA HEe OJIEPXKUT MO0y .

ApucToH ceitvac gymai o0 ogHoM. OH JOKeH BEPHYThCSI JI0-
MOW, BO 4TO ObI TO €My HH cTasio. Bce MbIciu ObLin 0OpaieHs!
Ha umneparopa. mneparopa u Kuccy. O nocnenHeii oH gyman,
Ka3aJoch Obl, W3-32 MPUIMYUS, YTOOBI TEM CAMbIM YAETUThH e
«BHUMaHue». OH mbITancs pazodpaTbesi B cebe. B cBomx uyB-



crtBax. B cBoeit moOBU.

[locrenenHo moroma cruxana. Kaxercs, Ilocenpon penmn
ocTaBUTh B IOKoe ApuctoHa. Ho koraa 3to ciyuninock, ApucToH
yxe He moMHWI. CriTbl TOKUHYU ero. BripoueM, KakuM-To 4y-
JIOM OH YXBaTHJICSI 32 JIEPEBSIIKY U OOXBATUB €€ pyKaMu, TUTBLT
Ha Heil. imeHHo uynom. bes 60roB 31ech He 000IIIOCh. APHUCTOH
CHOBa ObLT UM OJarofgape.

Korna on ounyJicsi, OH yBUeN nepes coO0i Mpo3pavyHyio BO-
1y, KOTOpasi oTpaxasa roiayodoe 6e3o0maunoe He6o. CosHile Me-
JIEHHO MOJHUMAJIOCh U3-110J] TOPU30HTa U rpeio Teno. Iocne T4-
€O HOUM, APUCTOH HE YyBCTBOBAJI CBOMX PYK M HOT'. BC€ oHe-
MeJio 1 605eso. A pyKH, KOTOPHIMUA OH 0OXBaTUJI OOJIOMOK Jie-
peBa, CJIOBHO OBbLIH MPHKJIeeHbI 3aMepTBO. CKOJIBKO eié OH Oy-
JIET )KUATh, HACJIIEIHMK UMIIEpaTopa He 3HaJl. BC€ 4To ¢ HUM 1po-
U30IIIO B MOCJIeHUE JHA HE HAIOMUHAJIM PeaslbHOCTh, BCE Ka-
3aJ10Ch — cTpaiiHbiM cHoM. Ero pobusimu. Ceiiuac oH OTKpoeT
r71a3a U OKaxeTcs B cBoeu msarkon nocrenu. Joma. Ha Kudepe.
A psimom OyzmeT cTosiTh npegaHHblii AHTHOX. B pykax on Oyaer
JepXkaTh ropsiarie OyJI0UKH, KOTOpbIE OH YKpaJsl Ha KyXHe. Apu-
CTOH 4yBCTBYeT 3TOT apoMat. Cranko-niputopHbiil. Ceityac Apu-
CTOH TPOCHETCSI U BMECTE CO CBOMM JPyromM-paboM ChecT ciia-
JOCTH U 3aIbET BCE CBEKMM MEPCUKOBBIM COKOM C MSIKOTBIO. AX,
KaK BKYCHO. APUCTOH HEBOJILHO OOJIM3HYJI 3aCOXIIME CHHUE TY-
Obl. A IOTOM OHM TOHYT T'YJISATh B TOPOJ, HA PHIHOYHYIO TUIO-
I1a/1b, HEMHOT'O TIO/IPA3HSAT TOPTOBIEB U KYMST CBEXUE (PPYKTHI.
A uto xe ®nopa? E€ oren Bc€ em€ Topryer npetamu? Kpeon,



HaBEepHOE, yKe BEpHYJICS K CBOeH keHe, U OHM 00a BOCITUTHIBAIOT
cBoux jiereid. M Bce 3a6bim 0 HEM. OO Apuctone. [Ipenanu ero
3a0BeHuo. Benb oH Teneps HUKTO...HUKTO cpean OorpoMHOro,
OECKOHEYHOTr0 MOPsl, B KOTOPOM OH OKazaJsics y3HUKOM. CJIOBHO
NTULIA, KOTOPYIO MOMMaiy B Ki1eTKy. OHa mbITaeTcst BHIOpaThes,
HO BCE MOTMBITKA OKAaHUMBAIOTCS HeYylauen. A ceituac Obl TOAHSTD
PYKH, OTIYCTUTh OOJIOMOK €pPEBa U yJIeTeTh, CJIOBHO nTHia. Kak
9Ta Yaiika, KoTopasi Kpuyasia B Hebe.

«Yaiika? 3HauuT O6eper yxe OIM3KO».

N 310 BCE Mupaxk? ApUCTOH MEJIEHHO Hayasl OTITYCKaTh
nocky. Cenyac OH MaxHET pyKamH M YJIETUT oTciofa. Bmecre ¢
apyrumu nrutiamu. Korjga oH oTIycTusi, BoJa HEXKHO CXBaTuIa
€ro B CBOU OOBSITHUSI, CJIOBHO JKEHIIMHA U MOTAIWIA HA HO. ApH-
CTOH HE CTaJI COMPOTHUBIIATHCSA. Boza Obita Té€moid, ceetion. Ko-
A I0HOLIA Norpykajcs BHU3, oH Buaen Kuccy. Ona cmorpena
Ha HEro u yabi0anach.

— Kucca, npoctu MeHs1, — cka3an ApPUCTOH.

— 41 Teds1 mpomano, — cKazasa JeByIIKa 1 MPOTSIHYJIA €My CBOIO
pPyKy. — lau ko MHe.

Kucca crosia Ha IECOYHOM JIHE U MPOTATUBaJa K APUCTOHY
CBOM cMyTyible pydku. OHa Oblia ofieTa B MPEKPACHOM I1JIaThe,
1BeTa HeOa, BOJIOCH €€ pa3BUBAJIMCH B BOJIE, & 71432 CUSLIA OTHEM
JIIOOBH.

Korna Apucron B3sin pyky Kuccel, HeUT0o cXBaruio ero 3a
TOPC Y MOTAIMJIO HaBepX.

— Kucca!



— Apucron! — Kpryana neBynika, IelTasch €ro yaepxarb.

— 51 mo6mo Teds, Kucca!

Vike Oymyur JiexaleM Ha jJHe HeOOMbIIION JepeBSHHOM JIOJI-
KM, APUCTOH BCE eme OpeuT U TIOBTOPST €€ UMsl.

— Turme, Tuie, — MPOrOBOPHJI JIACKOBO PHIOAK U TOTJIA I
ApUCTOHA TT0 MOKPBIM, JUTMHHBIM BOJIOCaM. — Tl Tereps B Oe3-
OIACHOCTH.

Pbi0ak mpUKpBUT CIACEHHOTO OJESIOM W Pa3BEPHYB JIOJKY,
CTaJI TPECTU B CTOPOHY Oepera.

Pribakom okazascst Mosiofiou toHota. [loutu oqHOro Bo3pac-
Ta ¢ ApUCTOHOM. YCOB 1 OOPO/IbI HA €r0 IJIAJIKOM JIMLIE BCE elé
He Ob110. Ho ronoc yxe ycnen ciomarbesi. OH ObUT BBICOKUM, JI0-
BOJIBHO-TAKU CHJIbHBIM. J[OJITOBSI3bIM MAJIBYMILIKOM C Ky4YepsiBOM
rosioBoil. Bosock! ero Obi TEMHOTO 1IBETA, IIBETA CaXH, IIBETA
Hour. OieT OH ObLT BCETO JIMIIb B OHY HAOSAPEHHYIO MOBSI3KY.

VBuUIEB, Kak APUCTOH CHOBA 3allleBeNvI ry0aMu, pbiOak Moj-
HEC K HUM ropio OypioKa ¢ BOAOM M Havyajl MEJICHHO TOUTb.
[TouyBCcTBOBaB BKYC BOAbI, APUCTOH Hayajl HEMCTOBO IJIOTATh,
3axJIEObIBasiCh. OH UyBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro s3blK OTJIMIIAET OT HEOA
Y KakK IyCTOM JKeJIyJ0K HAIOJIHSETCS KUIKOCTBIO.

— Hy Bc€, Bc€, xBatuT, — CKa3zan ppidak v yopan OypIaioK OT
ApHCTOHA, KOTOPBIM CENYac HAIIOMMHAJI MJIAJICHLA, KaIHO CO-
cyuero rpyap Marepu. — He Bce cpasy.

— MHe Hy...’HO B PuM, kK nuMrnieparopy, — FoBOprJ1 ApPHUCTOH.

— Tume, Tume, — nporopopui peidoak. — Cru, HECYACTHBIM.
Crn.



N ApuctoH ycHy1.

AHmuox cuden Hanpomue ApUCmoHa u H#coan, Kozoa e2o 20c-
NOOUH NPOCHEMCSL. APUCIOH 3HAN, YIMO OH 3d HUM HAOA00aem.
Muawii opye. Kak cuavto o aroodun ezo.

— T'ocnooun, st npunéc 8am NUPOHCHOe, — CKA3an AHMUOX.

Apucmorn omxpoln 2na3a u ysuden nepeo codoti NOOHOC € Mio-
OUMBIM NAKOMCMBOM. A POOM CIMOSIA KYSULUH C ANEAbCUHOBbIM
COKOM.

ApUCmoHn 6351 8 pYKU NUPOICHOE U NOUYECMBOBAN €20 apO-
mam. [loonecs nupooicnoe k eyoam, 3anax ycuauncs. OH omxpoln
pom u omkycun. I'opsuas nauunka cmexkana ¢ 2yo 6Hu3 no noo-
00pOOKY. AHMUOX Yysuden Mo u NPOMsIHY8 MOHEHLKYIO PYUKY,
8blmep NAAbYeM OCMAMKU OXHcema.

— T'ocnooun, — ckazan AHmuox.

ApUCmon cHosa nouyecmeosan noo Hozamu OHO MOpsi U 8
M2HOBEHUe 0KA3AACSL 8 BOOe.

— T'ocnooun! — Kpuuan Aumuox.

Ho zon0c cmanosunacs epyoee. 36onue. Myowcecmeeniree.

— I'ocnoyH, — MOBTOPUIT pHIOAK.

N Apucton npochyics. Monofoi oHola cuaea Ha Moy 1
JepXkaj B pyKe Kakou-To HacTou u3 Tpas. Cyad 1o 3amaxy.

— Bam HyKHO 3TO BBIIIUTbH, — CKa3aj MOBEJIUTEIbHBIM TOHOM
pbIOaK U MPOTSHYB JEPEBSIHHYI0O MUCKY KO PTy ApHCTOHA, Ha-
KJIOHWUJI €€.

ApUCTOH MalllMHAJIBHO OTKPbUI POT U HaYaJl MOMJIOIATh CO-



nepxumoe. M TosbKo uepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi MOUyBCTBOBAJ I0-
peub JekapcrBa. OH OTBEpHYJICA U 3aKanuisics. OcTaTku oTBa-
pa monanu Ha 6OpOAy M BOJIOCH. APUCTOH JIET 0OpPAaTHO HA T0-
JOYUIKY, IPUKPBIB BEKU U MOUYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 CO3HAHUE I0-
CTENEHHO MPOSICHAETCS.

Pribak mogHsIICS ¢ KOJIeH U ymien. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT
ApUCTOH CHOBa OTKpBLI I71a3a U HaYaJl OCMATPUBATHCSI BOKPYT.
Heyxenu on Bcé eme xuB? Ho rae on? U kto ero crac?

OH nexaJt Ha Moy, MO HUM HaXOAWIACh COJIOMA U LIEPCTSi-
Hasl HAKUJKA. YKPBIT ke OH OBbUT TUIAIIOM.

Ilom, B KOTOPOM OH ceiuac HaxXoAwscs, ObUT MaJeHbKUM U
NPeCTaBIs U3 cebsl BCero OJHy KOMHATYIIKY. B kotopoii oa-
HOBPEMEHHO HaxOIusIach KyXHsl M cnayibHsl. Ha creHax Bucena
CeTKa M KOMbs. A Ha MOTOJIKE CYIMIach pbida. [IBeph, U3 Ko-
TOPOM BHIIIEN phIOAK, OblJIa OTKPBITA U Bejla Ha yaully. [1o 3By-
KaM, KOTOpbIE JOHOCUJIUCH C YJIULIbl, APUCTOH MOHSL, YTO PAAOM
wistk. llym mops, daek...Celiuac y:xe He BbI3bIBaJIM OTBpAIlle-
Hue U yxac. OH xkuB. M 3170 03Ha4aso, 4to oH eme yBuauT Pum.

&gk

PriGak Bckope BepHYJIcs B 1oM. B pykax oH fep:xas OOoJbIIyio
KOP3UHY, HalloJHEHHYI0 pblOoii. OH He oOpallain BHUMaHUe Ha
Apucrona. [TocTaBuB KOp3UHY Ha CTOJ, OH BBITAITVIT HEOOIBIIION
KHMH’KaJI, KOTOPBIM BUCEJI y HEro gocene Ha pemHe. FOHoma Ha-
npsircsi. U 310 3aMeTri1 peiOak.



— He 6oiics1, — ckazan ppidak u yabIOHYyJCcs. — HaBepHoe, Thl
nporosnonascs. S xoay npuroroButh Tede cymn. Thl 3Haelb, Ka-
Kue 51 Bapio cymbl? OX, MOil rOCIIOAVH UX OYeHb J1Io0u!

SOra ynpiOKa U 3Ta MaHepa OOIIEeHHS MMOJTHOCTHI0 HATIOMUHA-
1 ApuctoHy AHTHOXa. DTOT phlOaK ObUT TOYHOW KOMHEW ero
npexnero pada. Tompko HamHOro Bbie u crapie...Ho...C ux
NOCJIEAHEN BCTPEYX MUHYJIO CTOJIBKO BpeMeHH. Ho 4To oH 31ech
nenaet? Pa3zse oH He noru6 toraa, Ha Kudepe? Wi nocrne toro,
KaK MOXUTWIA APHUCTOHA, OH PEIIWJI HAUTU €ro U OTIPABUJICS
Ha MOMCKU? A 3TH IOUCKU YBEHUYAINCh HEYNAYeU U Tenepb OH
371eCh, HA HETIOHATHOM OCTPOBE, XKUBET B OMHOYECTBE U phiOa-
ynt? Bo3amoxHO sin 312 Teopusi? KoneuHo, oHa KaxeTcst adcypa-
HOW, HO B TO € BpPeMs1 BIIOJIHE BEPOSATHO, YTO TaK OHO U E€CTb.

— O uém THI 3agymaics, cTpaHHuK? — Crpocuit pelOak, pas-
pe3asi TOJIOBY Y PHIOBI.

Apucron npomonuan. «Heyxkenn oH mMeHss He y3Haér? He
Y3HAET MpeKHEro rocnoaurHa?» KOHoma NMpukoCcHyNICS pyKkaMu
710 CBOETO JIMIIA ¥ IOYYBCTBOBAJI Ky4epsiByI0 OOpO/y U 3aITyTaH-
HbIE BOJIOCHI Ha TOJIOBE, KOTOpbIEe ceivyac OoJblle HAlOMUHAIN
KaKyl0-TO MOYAJIKy WY rHe3/10 [uis ntull. Ho raza, ryosl. .. OHu
TE XKe.

— Xoporero codeceHrKa s U3JI0BUII, — TPOTOBOPUJI C HOT-
KO YHBUIOCTH PbIOAK. — XOTsI, BO3MOKHO, Tl IIPOCTO HE TTOHU-
Maelb Moi s13bIK. la yk, He aymaio, 4To OOTY Mocaay MHE 3J1-
mmHa. Benp 310 Axans.

«Axanda? { He ocnbiuancsa? BeIxoaur, s BCE paBHO OKa3aJics



31ech. Pa3Be Takoe MOXeT ObITh?» APUCTOH TIOCMOTpPEJ Ha Phi-
0aka 1 XOTeJI 3aTOBOPUTh, BBISICHUTB, KaK €r0 30BYT, O €r0 IIPex-
HEH KU3HU, HO HUKaK He pemascs. OH BCE enieé He Bepui U He
XOTeJI BEPUTh, YTO 3T0 AHTHUOX. B rosioBe HEBOJIHO MOSIBUIIOCH
POPOYECTBO MOXTBI: «...BCTPETHUIIILCS C TEM, KTO ABHO yMeEp.
Berperunibcst ¢ mepTBeniom». Pa3Be 3TOT cambiii MepTBel ObLT
He Kpeon? OH cHOBa mocMoTpen Ha pbidaka. Pridak pesan peiOy
1 4TO-TO cede HarneBasl. Ho 3T0 «uTO-TO» OBLIO OYEHb 3HAKOMO.
[Moxosxyio necHio oH 1es ¢ AHTHOXOM B AetctBe. O Ooru, Heyxe-
JIM 3T0. ..

— 3Haellb, JPyKHUIIE, — MepeOrT pa3MbIIIUIeHUsT ApPHUCTOHA
pbidak. OH ObUT TAaKUM € OOJTIMBBIM, Kak U AHTHOX. — CMOT-
pIo s Ha TeOsl U BYIKY OJJHOTO MOETO CaMoro JIy4YIlero apyra. —
Pri6ak 3amommyast. Beuto BUAHO, 4TO eMy TsKeno 00 STOM TOBO-
puth. — 51 ObI cefiuac BCE oTiai, YToObl CHOBA YBUJIETh €r0.

ApHCTOH MOTYNUJI B30p BHUB. «S1 HE MOry cKa3aTh eMy, KTO
a. Ilo kpaiiHelr Mepe ceilyac s He TOTOB. AHTHMOX 3HAeT MEHs,
KaK OTBAXXHOTO TOCMOAWHA, KOTOPbIM KyTWJI MAIMHBI I€HbKaTa
BMecTe ¢ HuM. M30asioBaHHbIN MastbuminKa. [mymnsiii. HavBHBIN.
Srouct. 3axoueT J1 OH CHOBA ObITh MOMM padoM? Vnu x0Tt Obl
apyrom. He gymarno. Benp s tenepb — HUKTO. 3acTpsil HA 3TOM
OCTpOBE, Korja B Pume noporue MHe ooy CTpajaloT U My4da-
1otcs1 6e3 meHs. CTpaHHO, YTO S B 9TOM yBepeH. BeITh MOXeT,
Kucca Bbinia 3amyxk yke 3a Apyroro, a IMuiauid. .. Imunuii? [lo
CcllyXam, OH COIIEN ¢ yma, Korja y3Hai o moeit rudenu. He my-
Maiw, 4yTo Kucca XOoTh Kak-TO OTpearupoBaja Ha MOIO CMEpTb.



Bo3moxHo, Obuta gaxe pajaa. Pagu DMunus v CTouT Tyaa Bep-
HyTbCA. A AHTHOX...Her. OH He JOKEeH HU O YEM 3HATh.»

Korpa cyr cBapuicsi, pplOak HaNOJIHUI TITyOOKYI0 MUCKY M CEJl
PA10M C APUCTOHOM.

— Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO s1 CHOBa pad, — cKazaj pbldaK M pac-
cMestIcs.

3areM OH NPOTAHYJ AEPEBSIHHYIO JIOKKY, HATIOJIHEHHYIO KU/~
KOCTBIO, K APHUCTOHY U 3aCyHYJ €€ IIPSAMO EMY B pOT, CJIOBHO pe-
OEHKY.

— 4 Ty nogymas. A MOXET, Thl TENEPb CTAHENIb MOUM I1O-
monaukom? Wim, xa-xa, pabom. O, Hy 3TO yKke nepedop, mpo-
ctu. Ho 6b1710 ObI Hers10xo. Y 1e6s1 CUJbHBIE PYKH, OTIIMYHOE Te-
no. TormpKko BCE B mIpamax, HaBEpHOE, TeOe CHIIbHO JIOCTaJIOCh,
apyxwuiie. YTo-To MHE MOICKA3bIBAET, YTO Thl OBIBIINN pad, HO
B TO K€ BpPEeMsI Thl HATOMHUHAECIIb MHE BOMHA.

Bckope mucka ¢ cynom Obiia mycta. [lonoxkus e€ Ha crou,
pbIOaK CHOBA CeJl PAJOM C APHUCTOHOM.

— 4 3neck onuH kuBy yxe roa. Hu npyseu, Hu xeHiuH. Huko-
ro. lHor1a 51 BBIXOXKY B TOPOJ] ¥ TOPT'YIO PIOO¥, HO MECTHBIE TOP-
TOBIIbl MEHS1 BBITOHAIOT. IIbITaloCh HAKOIIUTh KOW-KAaKUE JEHbIU,
4T0OBl HAKOHEI] yexaTh orcioa. Crpocutib — 3aueM. f Tede oT-
BEUy, MO JApPYr — s XO4y HaWTH cBOero rocnoavHa. OH 4acto
CHUTCSI MHE M TPOCUT O MOMOIIU. MHe Kakercs, emy cerdac
oueHb 110X0. HaBepHoe, ero ooparuim B padctBo. Ho kak moii
TOCIIOIMH CMOKET YIOKAaTh U MIPUCITYKUBATh HE3HAKOMOMY Ye-
JIOBEKy. /la 4To TaM HE3HAKOMOMY, BOITPOC CTOMT B TOM — Kak



OH B0oOOI1Ie cMOkeT padoTarh? OH e COBEPIIEHHO He TIPUYYEeH.
Ero He:xHbIMU pyKamMH MOKHO TOJIBKO UTPaTh Ha (prieiiTe Wiu Ha
kudape. Borock, OH 1aBHO yxe MEPTB.

«TbI mONHOCTBIO MpaB, AHTHOX. f HE MOry npucityxuBath. 1
MMEHHO TI03TOMY 1 OKaszaJics 37ech. PabaMu He cTaHOBSTCS, a
POXKJAIOTCS.».

— Kak xopo111o, 4to Tl TENIEPh Y MEH NosABWICSA. bynenis Mo-
UM JIpyrom, OyAelib MoMorath IpogaBarh pelOy. A MOTOM MBI €
TOOOI BMeCTe ye/ileM M HaiAEM MOEro rocriogvdHa. YBepeH, OH
TeOe MIOHPABUTCSI.

«YX 51 B 9TOM HE COMHEBAIOCh.»

Korna ppiGax ymi€n, octaBuB ApUCTOHA OIHOTO, IOHOIIIA CHO-
Ba 3agyMaiics. «Kakum Tel cran kpacuBbiM, AHTHOX. OT nIpex-
HEro0 MAJIBYMIIKKA HE OCTAJIOCHh U ciefa. Tenepb Thl HACTOAIINN
MyxunHa. Kak xe s xody TeOs1 OOHSITh M CKa3aTh, KaK CHIIBHO I
no Tebe ckyuan. Ho He mory. He mory, npoctu!»

—TIIpoctu... — mporenTan AprCTOH U He Y3HaJI COOCTBEHHOTO
rosioca. Hactombko oH 4uysk ObUT eMy.

Ceituac ApUCTOH MOHSLI, YTO MOpPa MPEKPATUTh UTPATh POJIb
OOJILHOTO U BaIAThCA B moctenu. [lopa nepeit K AefCTBUSsIM.
Henb3s ocraHaBavBaThCs.

Ou ckuHy ¢ cebs1 onesto u moansuics. Ha HéM Bce emmé Oblia
crapas U yXe BCs pBaHas TyHMKa JiernoHepa. COBEpIIEHHO HU-
Kyda He rogHas. OH xoTen e€ CHATh Yepe3 rojoBy, HO OHa caMa
y’Ke pa3opBajiach, KaK TOJIBKO OH A0 He€ 10TpoHyJics. HemHoro
OCMOTPEBIINCH U TTOYYBCTBOBAB TMOJ] HOTaMU JEPEBSHHBIN, CTa-



PbIi IO/, KOTOPBIM CKPUIIEN MPU KaKAOM I1are, ApUCTOH TOJI0-
HIEN K IBEPU U MEJIEHHO MPUOTKPbUT €€. OH 0KHUIAJ, UYTO CEu-
Yac OCJIEMHET OT COJIHIA, HO BCKOPE TMOHSLI, YTO OOSAThCS Heve-
ro. Konecnuria 'ennoca yxe noutu 3akatuiiach 3a ropu3oHT. Bo-
Kpyr OBUI IIECOK, a BIIepeAn oMbIBaInee Mmope. Bona ceituac Obi-
Jia MypIlypHOU U HarOMUHAIA KpoBb. OHA MeAJIEHHO TOIJIOIIA-
JIa OTPOMHBIN COJTHEUHBIN AMCK, KOTOPBIA OTCIOAA BBITTISIE eIlé
OosblIie.

Pri6ak cuaen Ha OpeBHE U CMOTpeJ, Kak 3aKaHUNBAeTCs JICHb.
Korga-to ApuctoHn BMecTe ¢ AHTHOXOM cOeraiv TAalKoM W3 JI0-
Ma, 4YTOObI TIOCMOTPETh Ha PacCBET WJIM 3aKaT, IOCMOTPETh Ha
Mope. Bc€ Obu10 3HaKoMO. BocromuHaHus HaxJIbIHYJIM Oy pHBIM
notokoM. U 310 Ol 10OphIe BOCIIOMMHAHUSI, KOTOPBIE 3aCTa-
BWJIM 32 CTOJIb [UTUTEJIbHOE BpeMsi APUCTOHA YJIBIOHYThCS | T10-
YyBCTBOBaTh ce0sl cuacTivBee. Beb OH HaKOHeIl HAIEN, TOTO,
KOTO TaK JIOJITO UCKAaJl M TaK JOJITO XOTes yBuaeTh. Ho otyero—to
OH HECKOJIbKO MHaYe MpeCTaBisul cede 3Ty Bcrpeuy. HamHOro
TeIiee U pajyliHee.

APpPHCTOH THXO MOMOIIEN C3aAM U cell psiioM. Pridak B3por-
HYJI OT MCIyra U HeoxkugaHHocTH. Korja oH kuin ¢ AHTHOXOM,
OH JIIOOWJI TaK JeJIaTh.

— Thbl MeHsI Haryraj, — CKa3ajl pel0ak ¥ HEMHOTO ITOMOJTYAB,
3aroBOPUJI: — KOTAA-TO 51 TOYHO TaK K€ CUEI CO CBOMM JIPYTOM 1
moOoBaJIcs 3aKaTtoM. §l TepneTh He MOT 3TU MPOTYJKHU, HOO Mo-
TOM MHE CHJIBHO JOCTaBaJIOCh OT ero otiia. Ho oy Toro cromiu.
XOTb 51 ¥ TOBOPUJI CBOEMY T'OCIOJIMHY, UTO 51 HEHAaBUXKY MOpE,



9TO OBbLJIO aOCOMIOTHOM JI0kbI0. TOJNBKO Tymel OyaeT oTpulaTh
3Ty KPacoTy.

PhiOak ykazas majiblieM Ha COJTHIIE U YJIBIOHYJICS. 3aKar ObuI
BOMCTUHY TIpeKpaceH. Bo3MoXkHO, Jaxe TMpeKpacHee, 4eM Ha
Kudepe.

kokk

Ha cnepyommii 1eHb ApPHCTOH YyBCTBOBaJ ceOsi HAMHOTO
Jydrnie. Yike ceityac oH ObUI TOTOB CeCThb Ha OMKaIIiA KopaoIib
u yexaTb B Pum. Ho kak ke AHTHOX? Hy)kHO BO BCEM MpU3HATh-
cal.

AHTHOX TIPOCHYJICSI paHbilie ApPUCTOHA U yxke pbioauni. Ero
JIOKa HAXOAWJIach B METpax JecsITh OT Oepera. APHUCTOH IO-
CMOTpEJI Ha HETO U YBUAEN, KaK TOT MAlllET EMy PYKOM B 3HaK
npuBeTCTBUSA. A Beib AHTHOX ObUT BCE TeM xke. BecEnblit n 6e3-
3a00THBIN MaJTbUMIIKa. B TO BpeMsi Kak OH, ApUCTOH, I3MEHII-
¢ 10 Hey3HaBaeMoCcTU. He ToJbKO BHEIIHE, HO U BHYTPEHHE.
Tenepp NOHATHO, TOYEMY AHTHOX €TI0 HE y3HAET.

OH nocMoTpesn Ha CBOE OTPaKEHKE B BOZE U YBUJIEI CTAPUKA.
U 310 He TonbKo u3-3a 6oposl. [Ipeskie Bcero n3MeHUsICS ero
B3I, [0nmyOble r1asa yoke He CUsLIH, a CJIOBHO Toraciu. B3rsa
ObLT CypOBBIM, O3JI00JIEHHbIM, YCTaBIIMM M TO € BpeMsl OTpe-
meEHHbIM. Cellyac APUCTOH BHIIVIAET HAMHOIO CTapIle CBOMX
JeT. XOTS CPaBHUTEJIBHO HEJABHO €My MCIIOJHUAJIOCH Beero 17.

Psinom ¢ GeperomM Ha JieBOM CTOpOHE HAXOAWJICS MOPT. Apu-



CTOH 3aMeTWJ MpeObiBaHUe OOJBIIOro Kopadms. 1o ObLT 3HA-
KOMBII KopaOib. TouHO Tako# *ke, Kak y nupara [ eHHamaiioca.
3HAYUT, OH He MOrud Mpu MmMTOpMe. A XKaJb.

Bcé€ 1o Bpemsi, moka AHTHOX pblOaumsi, APUCTOH CUEN Ha ro-
psiYeM TecKe M KAal ero. Y Hero ObLIo BpeMs, YTOOBI Mopas-
MBILLISATH HAJT TEM, YTO MPOMU3OIILIO HEIABHO U niepeBapuTh. Co-
BCEM HeJIaBHO OH ObLT B TIOXOJIE, BIIEPBbIE YOI CTOJIBKO JTIONICH,
yBUIEN CHET U 3uMy. [lo3HaKOMUIICS € BApBAPCKUM HAPOAOM MO/
Ha3BaHUEM KeJIbThI U MOHSUI, YTO M0 CYTH BapBapaMu ObUIA HE
OHM, & pUMJISIHE.

Korpa ppibak mpuyaini K Oepery, OH YJIBIOHYJICS U CKa3aJl:

— Ilomoraii gaBaii, 4TO CMOTPHIIIb.

ApUCTOH He MOHSUI, YTO MPOCUT OT HETO AHTHOX.

— Hy 1b1 1 HEoTENA, KiIsiHYCch Ooramu! BeiTackuBaii Ha Geper
pHIOY.

ApuctoH yaapui ceOs 1o JIOy ¥ TYT K€ MPUHSIICS TOMOraTh
TOBapuIily. PeIObI OH HAJIOBUJI JOBOJIBHO-TaKM MHOro. Cysisi 1o
BCEMY, OH PBHIOAUMII 3/IeCh C paHHero yTpa. Bo3aMoxHo, comHIe
elIé He YCIIesIo BCTaTh, Kak AHTHOX Yke Obul 37ech. Be€ Takoit
ke paboTsra, He TO 4To OoH, ApuctoH. [IpaBuibHO TOBOPST, pa-
OaMM He CTAaHOBSATCS, a poskaaloTcst. OH ObLT pOKAEH CBOOOTHBIM
Y HAKOTJIA He CMOXET CTaTh UICTUHHBIM PaOboM.

[locne Toro, Kak apy3bsi BMECTE pa3rpy3usiu JOAKY, AHTHOX
HavaJl CKJIaJIbIBaTh PeIOy Ha HEOOJIBIITYIO JepeBsIHHYIO Tesery. Ha
He€ MOMEeCTHIIOCh OKOJIO JIBaIaTh KUJIorpaMMoB peiObl. Ho Bec
COCTaBJIsITa OTHIO[b HE OHA, 4 HEYIOOHAs TeJera.



— Nném co MHOM, — cKa3ay AHTHUOX.

3aiiis B 10M, peIOAaK BHITAIWI Ty CaMyl0 TYHUKY, KOTOPYIO
CHSUT ApUCTOH U miepeasl eMy B pyku. Ha usymiieHue, oHa Oblia
MOJTHOCTBIO [TOYMHEHA.

— Jlaxe He mymaii BHIOpAChIBATh TAKUE XOPOIIIHE BEIH, — CKa-
3a71 AHTHOX C YKOPOM, CJIOBHO OTYMTHIBJT peb&HKa. — Ecim Ty-
HUKa MOpBajiach, TO HE 3HAYUT, UTO €€ HYKHO BHIOPOCUTD. Bu-
MO, Thl HE 3HAClllb, YTO TAKOE KUTh B HUILIETE U JOBOJILCTBO-
BaTbCS HEOOXOIVMBIM.

«Tpl mpaB, AnTHOX. [TosTHOCTBIO ITpaB. MHE HE 3HAaKOMO 3TO
YYBCTBO.»

— Buiky, 4TO NOHSII, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO MPOrOBOPHII AHTUOX
U YJBIOHYJICS.

[lo nopore ApHUCTOH HaJeJl CTapyl0 TYHUKY U BBILLIET BMECTE
C ppIOAKOM Ha YJIMILY, T/e KJaJl X TOBap.

— bepu ¢ 1ByX CTOpOH U W11 32 MHOM, — PUKa3ajl AHTHOX.

APpHCTOH M3YMJIEHHO TIOCMOTpEJT Ha Hero. Pad mpukasbsiBaeT
rOCHOANHY ?

— Yro THI Tak ycraBwics Ha MeHA? — He nonsan Anrtuox. — 51
criac Te0s1, ¥ Thl MHe 00si3aH. Tenepb Oyaenib momMorarb MHE BO
BCEM. DTO TBOS TUIATA 32 TO, UTO sI TeOs] KOPMITIO, ¥ ThI KHMBEIIIb
co MHOM. Hy Tbl cMEIIHOM, KJISIHYCh 3€BCOM !

AHTHOX paccmesuics W 3amaran Brepén. Cam oH ObUT OfIeT
B ILIall, a Ha Mosice BHCeN OOJIbIION Kolledb U KUHKal. Buam-
MO, OH PacCUMTBHIBAJ CErOAHs BCE 3TO MpoaaTh. OIHAKO, HAUB-
HOCTb. ..



ApuctoH B35 HeygoOHylo Teriery W motanmi. OHa Obuia
HEBEPOSITHO TSKETION M HeYTOOHOM, BCE BpeMsI yITUPAIach B CIIU-
Hy. OH He Npe[CTaBIIsll, KAK OH CMOXET elE JOTAIIMTh JI0 ca-
MOTO ropoja, KOTOPbliA HAXOAUJICS IPUMEPHO B KUJIOMETPax Ae-
cati. OH NOMHUJI 3TU Mecra. EIé B JeTCTBE OH 37eCh OBUI C
oriioM. Kak sxe 310 0but0 1aBHO...HO OH mouemy-To 3anoMHIIT
3TOT TOPO[I.

— leBenuch AaBail, JEHTsH, — cKa3zadl AHTHOX, HaBEpHOE, OH
BCE ell€ TyMaJl, YTO OH €ro HE IOHUMAET.

Ho Apucron nonsur. OH nogbexan Onvke M ygapuin 0ocou
HOro AHTHOXa MOJ 331, IIOKa TOT HE BUIEIL.

— Kro 310?! — McnyraBimmch BOCKJIMKHYJ AHTHOX, CXBaTUB-
IIKCh 32 TATYIO TOUKY.

VYBUEB yXMBUIKY APUCTOHA, OH CMYTHJICS.

— Tak Thl NOHMMaeNIb MeHs1, — MPOrOBOPUJT HEJIOBKO AHTHOX.

APpHCTOH cornacHoO KuBHYI. Beio nopory onu num momya. Ot
Kapel ApUCTOH oOnMBaicss MoToM. Pyku Gosenu, criiHa TOXe.
Bc€ 310 HanmomMuHAMIO TOT ciay4al, KOraa ApUCTOH eI Io-
MOYb MOJIOIbIM OpathsiM ¢ Kudepsl moxoponuTs ux otia. Torna,
KOrJa OH e, kaxercs, kK ®rope. Hy u qypak *ke oH Toraa Obul.
Kak Bcerga, He nociyian AHTHOXA.

— Hapetoch, MeHsI cerofiHsi He TIPOTOHSAT PhIOAKH, — TIPOTOBO-
P YHBUIO AHTHOX.

Vike coBceM CKOpo, MOKa3ajach pelHOYHAsA miomap. [Toxo-
’kKasi Ha Ty, uTto Obuta Ha Kudepe wim B Pume. 3nech Toxke Haxo-
quics ['epmec, KOTOPBIA CIIEINIT 32 TOPSIAKOM.



Jlioneit ctaHOBMIIOCH BCE OOsbliie M OOJIbIIe, KaK MypPaBbEB.
3amnax cBesxero xjeda, pplObl, TpaB 1 peKasvid yarapui B Hoc. Bee
PbIHKM OJJMHAKOBBI, HE3aBUCUMO PuMm 310 mim Axaiis.

Bronb Obun paccTaBiieHsl JIaBKU. PsioM ¢ HUIMM HaXOqUITUCh
TMIOKYTIATEeNIM, KOTOPbIE CIIOPHIIU C TTPOJABIIAMH.

— [Inpoxkn! ITokynaite mupoxku!

— Tpass! CBexue Tpasbl!

— Pakymiku! [Tokynaiite pakymiku!

Yro TonbKO 31eCh He npoAaBaid. Jaxe mycop. A psAaoM ry-
71511 6€37TapHUKY | MTOMPOIIARKHY, KOTOPBIE ITPUCTABAIA KO BCEM
¥ BOPOBAJIM TOBAp.

Ceituac ApUCTOH MOHUMAJI, YTO YyBCTBYIOT 3TH oau. OHO
Jes1o ObITh TIOKYTIATEeNEM, Ipyroe — Topro.iieB. Korna Te crourb
Ha pbIHKE ¥ MPOJAEIIb CBOM TOBApP, Thl YyBCTBYEIIb CeOsl CaMOit
HACTOSIIIEN LIUTIOXO0M, KoTopas npejaraer ceOsi. Thl yHIKaelb-
csl Tiepej1 TOCNoaMH, MOCTIeHNUE U3 KOTOPbIX CMEIOTCSl HaJl TO-
60i1 1 cuntaloT HUKeM. OT HUX 3aBUCUT TBOA CyapOa. A Kak-
JbliA pa3, KOrja MpoXoAUT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPbI BOZMOXKHO U HE CO-
OupaeTcsi HU4ero MoKynarh, Kax/Jblil U3 3TUX MPOJABLIOB MOJIUT
60roB, 4TOOBI OH MOJOINIEN UMEHHO K HUM. APUCTOH BUJIUT UX
B30J1s1. OH rOBOPUT: «UAM KO MHE, UM KO MHe». Kaxkercsi, oHn
TOTOBHI Ha BCE, YTOOBI TPOJATh CBOM TOBap. OHAKO, HE CeyeT
3a0bIBaTh, YTO OT TOPTrOBLIEB TAKXkKe 3aBUCUT U Cyb0a MOKyMare-
Jieid, Be/Ib UMEHHO OHM 00eCreynBaloT MPOBUAHTOM Hapo[. Eciu
UX HE CTaHeT, BCe MPOCTO YMPYT OT roJIOfia.

IIpoexas Boomb peiHKa, AHTHOX OcTaHoBWICA. [locie naBok



CTOSIIU CTOJIBl U TEJIETH, KOTOPbIE PACCTABUJIM TOPIOBIIbL, Y KO-
TOPBIX HE OBLIO JIABOYEK.

VBUjeB ApUCTOHA U €0 TeJery, TOProBLIbl HAMPSATIUC.

— @uunn! — KpukHys1 AHTHOX.

ApuctoH octaHoBwIcs. HeBbICOKMI MaJIbuuK, JeT 14-Tu nof-
HSJICSI CO CBOETO MECTa M IPUBETCTBOBAI AHTHOXA, MCKOCA I10-
CMOTpPEB Ha APUCTOHA.

— 910 emg k1o? — Cripocun ununi. — Heyxenu Tl Kynui
pada?

— Tuna toro, — orBeTHJ1 AHTHOX U paccmesuicsi. — Kak Top-
roBiIs?

dununn nocMoTpes Ha CBOM OBOLIM U MOXKAJT TUIEYAMHU.

— Jla noka Hukak. Jloneit net. HaBepHoe, eliie He MPOCHYJIHCh.

®ummnm ykaszan Ha MECTO Mojiie ce0si, KOTOpOe OH 3aHsLI CIie-
UAJIBHO TSI AHTHOXA U TIOMOT PacliONOKUThCS.

ApUCTOH TIOMOT' TIOCTaBUTb PHIOY HAa UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHBIN
CTOJI ¥ IPU/IaTh TOBapy Buj. TOProBiibl HAOMIOAAH 32 YyKAKOM
¥ TieperoBapuBaIuch. OUIHI TOXe HAOTIOAN 32 HUM.

— I'ne o1 ero Hawen? — Cripocun @ununm. — OH He TOX0X Ha
paba. becTomKOBbI U TYIO, KaK MOU OBOIIIY.

— X5, He Ha3bIBall MOETO APYra TYIbIM, — YIIPEKHYI ero AH-
THOX. — OH XOTh ¥ HEMOM, HO 5 HE AyMalo, 4To aypak. OH MHe
eIl NPUroAuTCs. YBEpeH, C HUM MOs1 TOProBiisi OyJleT HAMHOTO
JIyYllLe.

— 910 eme kakuMm oodpazom? — Cripocuiia KeHIIMHA, KOTopast
MOJCJIYIIMBAJIA Pa3rOBOP U TOprosajia KaMHAMU. — JIronu Jlyka-



ca CKOpO MPU/IYT U MPOTOHSAT TeOs1, Kak Opoasuyio codaky. Ero
padbl HAMHOTO CHJIbHee U OoJbItie TBoero ypoma. OHu Murom
pacnpaBsATCs U ¢ TOOOM, ¥ C HAM.

— U ¢ TBOEH pBHIOOH, — 100aBIIT TOJIOC ClieBa U BCE paccMesi-
JIUCh.

AHTHOX MOTYNII B30p BHU3 U CXKaJl KyJaku. APUCTOH 3ame-
THWJI 3TO W MOXJIoNaJl AHTHOXa TIO 1ievuy. Ppibak oT Heoku1aH-
HOCTH B3POTHYII

— OHu npassl, — porosopusl AHTHOX. — JIlykac He mO3BOIUT
MHE TOproBaTh 371ecb. Hukorna. OH He TepIUT KOHKYPEHTOB.

— Campe! — Ckazan MykCKOH rojioc.

AHTHOX OCTaBUJI APHUCTOHA U YBUJEN CTOSIIETO NEPEer ero
pbIOOI MYKUMHY B Tore. PAoM ¢ HUM Haxoquiach ero HeOOob-
miast oxpaHa. Buaumo, 3ToT rocnonuH nmpuosUT ¢ U3 camoro Pu-
Ma. Torna ApUcCTOH CMOXET y3HaTh HOBOCTH.

— IIpokJiAThE, 51 HE 3HAIO JIaThlHb, — OKAIOBAICA AHTHOX. —
['oBOpWJI MHE MO TOCIIOJWH, YYU JaTUHCKUMA. A 51 BCE BpeMs
omteiHUBAI. Hy BOT, Tereph 60raTelii TOCMIONUH YHET.

— Kynute kamymiku, mpekpacHble KaMyIlIKH, — Hayaja Mpe-
Jlarath JKeHILMHA, KOTopasi cMeslach HaJi AHTHOXOM.

— 3auem emy KamMHH, 1ypa? Bozpmure nyuiie cBexue OBOIu !

Toproipl 00enuIM OOraToro PUMJISTHUHA CO BCEX CTOPOH.
Ero mony ToMbKO M ycreBaJId OTTOHSITh MX, CJIOBHO MyX. Pum-
JISSHMH HEKOTOPOE BPeMs YMUWJIAJICS, HO IIOTOM EMY CTaJIo HaJl0-
€l1aTh, ¥ OH eIl YIUTH K JPYromMy MpOAaBIly PbIObI.

[loka AHTHOX IUTaKaj, APUCTOH BBIILIEN BOEPEN U HAKOHEI



CKa3aJl, IepeKPUKMBAsl IPYTUX TOPrOBLEB:

— ['ocnonyH, — cKka3ayl OH Ha YACTOM JIATUHCKOM.

PumiisiHMH mocMoTpen Ha ApPUCTOHA U OOJerYE€HHO BBIIOX-
HYJL

— Hy HakoHeu-To, — mpou3HEC ycTano oH. — MHE Hy:KHO MHO-
ro pbIOBI. $1 IIaBHBIA MOBap y MpOKypatopa Axaiu. Y Hero po-
JIWJICS ChIH U OH MOPYYMJI MHE 3aHSIThCS IPA3AHUYHBIM YKUHOM.
Bnpouewm, s He 3Halo, 3aueM s TeOe 3To pacckasbiBaio. IIpocto
eIne HesIeNo Ha3a/l s1 ObLT MMPOCTHIM CITY’KKOU BO BOpIe. A ceil-
yac yxe ITIaBHbIY MTOBap.

— 41 ouens pan 3a Bac, — orBeTHI1 ApHUCTOH. — V1 BaM HeBepo-
SITHO TIOBE3J10, MOM rocrofanH. ViMeHHO Haia peidoa camasi cBe-
JKas ¥ BKyCHasi BO BCEM ropozie. A €€ HeXHOe MSCO IIPOCTO TaeT
BO PTY.

— Heyxem? — MIzymuiics noap. — Hy pa3s Tak, To s oKymnaio
y Bac BCIO 3Ty PhIOY.

JlocTaB KOXKaHYIO CyMKY CO CBOETO Iosica, oBap nepeaan e
B PYKH ApHUCTOHA.

— Hageroch, 5TOro XBatur.

APHCTOH pacKpbUl CYMKY W YBUJIE] HOBEHbKUE JIEHAPUM, Ha
KOTOPBIX ObLT M300paXEH UK uMriepatopa. JIuk Dvumms.

OH OTOWIEN B CTOPOHY U MPOMYCTHI PabOB, KOTOPBIE 3arpy-
*KaJu pbiOy K ceOe B KOP3UHBI.

— l'ocrionux, a BBl HE 3HaeTe, YTO ceryac NPOUCXOIUT B Pu-
Me? — Cripocuit ApUCTOH.

— B Pume? — Ilepecnipocuin moBap u 4epe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeEM s



OTBETWJI. — DTa Kpblca AJIpHMaH M NUI0Xa YPCyJla CHOBA BEPHY-
JIMCh BO JIBOpell. beaHblil uMnepaTop COBCEM BBIKUI U3 yMa TO-
CJie CMEpTH CBOETo JTIOOOBHUKA.

— Jlio6oBHMKA? — YIuBUIICS APUCTOH U TIOKpacHeJ.

— Hy cpiHa, moOoBHUKa, Kakas pasHuiia. Ognomy FOmurepy
BEJOMO, 4TO Ha caMOM JeJie mpoucxoaut Ha Ilanatune. A Ham —
CMEPTHBIM — MOKHO JIMIIIb Ta/1aTh.

3arpysuB pbiOy, OBap pacripoiaics v yimen. Toproiisl oHe-
MEJIM U He MOIJIM ITPOM3HECTU HU CJI0BA. AHTHOX TOXKE MOTYA.

— Tak TeI roBopuiib! — BockmkHyn HakoHel AHTHOX. — He
Beputcsi! Camu 6oru nocianu MHe TeOs1, 1ail 1 Tedst pactenyio!

AHTHOX XOTes1 OOHATh APUCTOHA, HO TYT YbK-TO CUJIbHBIE PY-
KM CXBaTUJIM €ro U OpOoCcHiIM Ha 3eMJio. 1o Obutu o Jlykaca
Y CaM OH.

— 4 TeGe uto ckazan, meHok ? — 3aroBopui Jlykac. Beicokuii u
IIMPOKOIUIEUUH axaiiell, 4eM-To HartoMuHaomuin Jlyims. — Emg
pa3 Te0s1 yBUXKY C pbIOOH, s1 yObto TeOs1. ['OBOpHI MK HE TOBO-
pun?

— Ho, Jlykac...— 3aneneran AHTHOX, cuisl Ha 3emJe. — [laBait
noroBopumcs. [TonoBuny 51 6yny otnaBath Teoe. . .

AHTHOX JIepXkajl B pyKax MEIIOUeK C IEHbIAMU U OT BOJTHEHU ST
TpSC UX. YBUJIEB BBIPYUKY, JIlyKac HAKJIIOHWIICS ¥ CHIION 3a0pat
KoImenb cebe.

ApucToH cMOTpes Ha 3To U nopaxaics. Her. Dto tebe He
Pum. B Pume Ha KaxxaoM 1mary narpyavpyioT BUTHIIBL M CIIEAAT
3a TIOPSAKOM. 371eCh IPOCTO Oecrpesiert.



— JIykac, 310 mou aeHbru! — Bamosnusics AHTHOX U 3aruiakad.

— Bbynem cuurare, 4TO 3TO IUIaTa 3a TBOK XW3Hb, — OTBE-
TIJI JIyKac ¢ yXMBUIKOM Y MOBEPHYBILIUCH CIIMHOW, ITOCJIEI0BAJT
pOYb.

AHTHOX TocMOTpes1 Ha PuiuIna, 3aTeM Ha OCTaJIbHBIX TOP-
rosuieB. Bece nenmanmu Bug, Oyaro ero He 3HaioT. HuKTO He BeTymmn
B ero 3amuTy. OT 3TOro cTaHOBUJIOCH eImng oouaHee. Ho Apucton
OoJIbIlIE HE MOT 3TO TEPIETh.

[Toka AHTHOX IUTaKan Ha 3emJie, ApUCTOH nopoLen K JIykacy
C3aJM U CKa3al:

— 21, Th1!

Jlykac u ero oau NoBEpHY/IMCh K HEMY JIMLIOM. YBUJIEB, KTO
niepei HAMU CTOUT, OHU PaCCMESLITUCh.

— Heyskenu 3TOT cOTUIsAK HaKOHeI KynuJ ceOe pada? — Yemex-
HyJsics Jlykac. — Hy u uto TeGe Hao? Perinin u3BMHUTBLCS 3a 110-
BEICHUE CBOET0 rocnojuHa’?

— BepHu /1eHbIM, OHU HE TBOM, — CKa3ajl APUCTOH CYpPOBBbIM
T'OJIOCOM.

—Yro?

— Twl coBcem Tynoui? — He caepxaincst ApuctoH. — I 'peueckoro
SI3pIKA yKe He MoHuMaelb? Minm y 1e6s1 BMECTO MO3TOB phiObU
norpoxa? 5l ckazas — BEpHU JCHBIH.

Jlykac cmytuics ot gep3octy ApuctoHa. ToproBupsl cranu ¢
MOOOMNBITCTBOM HaOMonaTh 3a mpoucxoasammM. Hakonen, KTo-
TO Opocui JIykacy BbI3OB.

— W3BuHmTE MOEro pada, — mocyblIaics roJoc AHTHOXA. —



OH He MOHUMAET, YTO TOBOPHUT.

AHTHOX B3sJ1 APUCTOHA 32 PYKY U XOT€J1 yBECTH, HO APUCTOH
He coOupasicst HUKya yXonuTb. OH CTOSUT KaK cKaja.

— Jla kak Tl cMeenib! — Hakonen cka3ai Jlykac 1 3aMaxHyJics
Ha ApPUCTOHA PYKOIA.

Ho Apucrton Obi1 HaMHOTO JioBYee pbidaka. OH mepexBaTu
€ro pyky u BcriomHuB ypoku [ainopoca u Kpeona, moBammi
€ro Ha 3eMJII0, CJIOBHO OOJIBIIION MEIIOK. YTasl OH C TPOXOTOM,
HAIMOMUHAIOIIWI B3pbIB. PaObl OOHAXWIM MeYU U HAOPOCUJIMCh
Ha 00e30pyKeHHOTO ApUCTOHA. AHTHOX OTIA APUCTOHY CBOW
KMHXaJl, a caM OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY, HaOmoas 3a 6utBoid. Bripo-
yeM, pabsl JIykaca ObUTH Tak ke HEYKJIIOKH, KaK 1 UX X03suH. U
yKe yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, BCE OHM JIEXKAJM Ha 3eMJIe.

— Yt00 51 TeOs1 Gosbilie HE BUICN 3/1€Ch, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH U
nHyn1 Jlykaca nop 3af.

— d...4...6yny xaynoBarbcsi! D10 mpectyruieHue! 1o camo-
yrpascTBo! Tebde 1o ¢ pyk He coiét! Tl emié noxaseelb, 9To
CBA3AICA CO MHOM.

— 3akpoii CBOU POT U yOuparics OTCIofia, MEIIOK C JAePbMOM.
U puiOy cBOIO TOXkeE MPUXBATH.

Yepes HekoTopoe BpeMs Jlykac U ero Jioau MOKWHYJIN Pbl-
HOYHYIO TUTOIIAb 1 OOJIbIIIe He BO3BPAIAIMCh. TOProBIbl CHO-
Ba MPUHSLTUCH 32 CBOI TOBAp U MBITAUCH BECTH ceOsl ECTECTBEH-
HO, HO MBICJIEHHO JIMKOBaIu. Besapb Tenepb Bce ObUIM CBOOOIHBI
oT Opemenu Jlykaca, KOTOPBIN YCTAaHOBWJI 3[I6Ch CBOM 3aKOHBI U
CBOU TIOPSIAKHU.



MBICIIEHHO BCe 3/1eCh Onarogapuid AprcToHa.

ApHUCTOH MONOIEN K AHTHOXYy M OTJAI €My €ro KHHXKaj
C JeHbramMu. AHTHOX M3YMJIEHHO MOCMOTpENl Ha HEro W 4epe3
HECKOJIBKO CEKYH], 3aKJIIOUM B HexHble oObsaTHsA. Korma-to
ApucTOoH OOHMMal AHTHOXa, KOrjJa TOT OBUI COBCEM MaJICHb-
KKM, B TuiaHe pocta. Ceifuac ke AHTHOX BBITSIHYJICS M ObLT 1axke
HEMHOTO BBIIIIE €r0 CaMoro.

Kak go1ro ApuctoHn */1a1 3Toro MomeHTa. OH NpUKpbUI [J1a3a
Y CJIE3BI HEBOJILHO ITOTEKJIM IO €ro IeKaM U 1o oopone. OH He
XOTeJ1 ero oTmyckarb. OH OOSUICS, UTO CHOBA €ro MoTepsieT.

— AHTHOX, — TpoIIenTal APUCTOH.

AHTHOX OTHYCTWJI APHUCTOHA W IIUPOKO PACKPBLT IJlaza OT
U3YyMIJIEHUSI.

— Otkyga Thl 3Haenb, Kak MeHs 30ByT? — Cnpocun oH. Ho
OTBeTa He NMOTPeOOBATIOCH.

APHUCTOH TOCMOTPEJT HA HETO MPEKHUM B3IISIAOM, TAKUM, Ka-
KMM CMOTpEJT Ha Hero Torja, Ha Kopaoe.

— Onycmume Aumuoxa! He mporvme ezo!

Anmuox ycavuuan zonoc Apucmona u npvieiyn 6 mope. OH
coexican. 1 ocmancs yncus.

— l'ocrioguH. . .— mpomentan AHTHOX M yIaB Ha KOJIEHW, 3a-
phIal, Kak peOEHOK.

— Wném orcrona, — ckazail ApUCTOH, YBOJIS JIpyra ¢ IUIOIIA/IH,
3a0BIB B35ITh C COOOM TeJery.



Kok

— [Ipoctute MeHs1, rOCHOIMH MOM, — TOBOPUJI AHTHOX, I10 A0-
pore nomoi. — $1 cambiii HacTosui Tpyc. Coexan Torma u Opo-
cui Bac B Oesie! MHe HeBeposiTHO CThIIHO. Bl He 3Haerte, Kak
s1 )W 3TOT T'OJl, BCIOMUHAS TOT 3JI0NOTYYHbIN JI€Hb U KAKAYIO
MUHYTY B CBOEU KU3HU YKOPsisl ceOsl.

— Jla yx, peun y TeOs clafKue, HIYETO He CKaXelllb, — OT-
BETWJ APUCTOH M OCTAHOBUBLIKCH, IOCMOTpeE Ha Jpyra. — Tbl
He BMHOBAT, AHTHOX. DTO s TeOs He MOCyIIacs, JOBEPUIICS
Haiinopocy u coexan u3 noma. [Ipoctu MeHs1, 4TO s OABEPT Te-
051 onmacHOCTH. $1 ObUT HAWBHBIM, TJTYTIBIM U O€3pacCyJHBIM MaJlb-
YUIIIKOM.

ApUCTOH OOHSIT CBOETO JIpyra 3a IJIeYH U 3alliarai BIepen.

— W He Ha3pIBall MeHs 00JIEE CBOMM IOCIIOAUHOM. MBI ¢ TOOOI
paBHbl. Trl Mo#i pyT, Gpat Moi. Obermaio, yTo OOJbIIEe HUKOTJA
TeOs1 He Opory.

— Ox, onmarogapio rocro...To ectb ApuctoH. [laxe Kak—To
HENPUBBIYHO.

AHTHOX yITBIOHYIICSI.

— ApUCTOH, — cKa3aj AHTHOX Y TIOJIOMIEN K ObIBIIIEMY TOCIHO-
auHy Omvke. — MHe MHTepecHO, Tae Thl ObLT Bce 3T rofsl? Y
MEHS$1 CTOJIKO BOITPOCOB.

— Munblii AHTHOX, — IPOrOBOPWI APUCTOH U B30XHY/1. OH
COBEPIICHHO He 3HaJI, KaK HayaTh CBOM paccKa3 M CTOMT JIU CKa-



3aTb AHTHOXYy mpaBay? — Ckaxy Tak, MHE TeOs He XBaTao.
besymno. U ceitvac s1 pan, 9to Mbl cHoBa BMecTe. M ThI 000 BCEM
y3Haellb, HO TOJILKO HE ceryac.

— Hy nouemy? — Bo3mytuincs Aatrox. — [louemy TbI HEe XO-
Yellb MHE paccKa3arh?

— AHTHOX. ..— Ha4aJl OOBSICHATh APHUCTOH, HO 3aMOTYaJL.

Jlionu I'enHanaitoca UM Mo yauiie U BeJu 3a co0OI0 Bepe-
HUIly padoB. Tex cambIx paboOB, ¢ KOTOPHIMUA APUCTOH HAXOAWII-
cs B IUICHY HECKOJIbKO Henenb. CMOTps Ha HUX, APUCTOH BHU-
aen B HUX ce0s1. Korma-To TOUHO Tak:ke BeJH U ero, 0 PUMCKUM
Bra. OH BC€ enEé NOMHWII NPE3pUTEIbHbINA B3IVIA] PUMIISH, KO-
TOpPbIE CMOTPEJIM Ha HEro, Kak Ha HUYTOKECTBO, KaK Ha pada, Kak
Ha Belb. BO3MOXHO, 9TH HEKOrga CBOOOIHBIE JIIOAM, TEM O0JIee
KEJIbThI, KOTOPBIE TPUBBIKJIA K BOJIbHOM KW3HU, UCTIBITHIBAIN TE
K€ YyBCTBA, UYTO U KOIa-TO APHCTOH.

— Heyxenu Tbl cMOTpHIIb Ha 3TUX paboB? — Mzymuics AH-
THOX. — [la Thl MOCMOTPY Ha HMX, XY/blE, IIyILUIbIE, BIIMBbIE U
rpsizHble. Takoe 9yBCTBO, UTO MX MECSI AepXkKalu B KOPOOKe, Kak
KAKUX-TO Kyp, U OHM TaliJIA JpyT Ha Apyra.

ApHCTOH BCIIOMHUJI TPIOM, B KOTOPOM OH XWJIM C 3TUMHU
moapMu. Kpbichl, ¢ekanuu, Bl U TapakaHbl. OH BCE elE He
BEPWJI, YTO OH CMOT BBUKUTD IPY TOTAALIHUX YCJIOBHUSIX.

— $I XO4y KyIIUTh UX, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH U HallpaBUJICS B CTO-
POHY BEPEHMIIBI.

— 4 He ocabimasicsi? Thl X04elllb KynmuTh 3T0 oTpernbe? MHTe-
PECHO 3HATh, 32 KaKWE K€ ITO IIUIIHN?



— Bot 3a 3111, — OTBETHJT APUCTOH M 3a0paJl MEeIOYeK C JeHb-
ramMu, KOTOPBIA BUCE locesie y AHTHOXA HA PEMHE.

— Croii! D10 1 Mou neHbru Toxe! Thl He MOXKeIb Tak 6e3pac-
cynHo umu pacniopsixkatbest! Tol yixe He Ha Kudpepe, He 3a0bIBaii
00 3TOM.

ApUCTOH YCKOpPHJI IIar W BCKOpE TMepemen Ha Oer, 4ToObI
CKpBITbC OT AHTHOXAa. HO AHTHOX TOXE HE CTOSI Ha MECTe.

— l'ocrionun! He B3mymaiite! — Kpruan oH, a motom j100a-
BWI: — APUCTOH, 51 yObIO TeOs1, €CITU ThI 3TO ceNaelb. YObio!

— Ecnu noiimaenib, — ycMexHYJICS APUCTOH M TIOOEKaJT eme
obicTpee.

Bckope oH cymen CKpbITbCA B TOJIIE KUTeNer AXaiu, KOTO-
pbie MPUIIUTA Ha TUIOIIA/Ib, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha CBEKHIA TOBAP
¥ MPUOOPECTH HOBHIX paOOB. YCIIBIIIAB TOJIOC Iyaniarasi, Apu-
CTOH B3APOTHYIL.

— 500 oenapues!

— /lee movicsuu Oerapueg!

— /la y mebsi nem maxux Oewnez, Axcey!

— Illecmo molcsiu Oenapues, u OH MOIL.

TI'onoc nocaeonezo npunaonedxcan /uavoapy. Yenoeexy, xo-
Mopblil 3aMeHUN ApUCMOHY omuya.

— AX BOT TbI Ille, — CKa3aJI Toyioc AHTHOXa. AHTHOX 3aIlbIXaB-
IIKCh, KAJHO TJIOTAJ JIETKUMHU BO3[YX U MBITAJICS YTO-TO CKa-
3ath. HaBepHOe, XoTesl HauaTh yIpeKaTh CBOEro OBIBIIIEro roc-
MOAMHA.

— AHTHOX, 3T JIIOAW JOPOTH MHE, — CKa3aJl ApUCTOH. — S



JIOJKEH UX CHAcTH.

— Crnactu otuero? Ot paberBa? Ho TakoBa cynp6a, ApHUCTOH.
Pabamu He CTaHOBSTCS, a POXIAIOTCS.

— B aToM THI 1paB, Mo#i muitbiil. Ho 51 3Ha10, KakoBO 3TO OBITH
BCIO )XM3Hb CBOOOHBIM, ’KUTh B POCKOIIIY U B OJJTH MUT JIUIIINATh-
sl BCEro.

AHTHOX MOITYa, NOTYNUB B30p BHU3. OH OHMMAJ O YEM I'o-
Bopw1 ApuctoH. [ToHumaUt, 4To ero rocrnogvH Toxe ObLT padoM,
HO HE XOTeJl B 9TO BEPUTb.

— DTHX JIeHer XBaTUT, YTOOBI KYIIUTh WX, — TIPOIOJIKUAT ApH-
CTOH.

— Ho mbI Beib X0Tenu yexarb OTCIof1a, Thl 3a0bL1?

— Yenem, o0si3atensHo. Ho cHauana Hy:)KHO OCBOOOIUTH HX.

ApUCTOH IBUHYJICS BOEPEN, pPacTaIKUBasi TONITY U BCKOPE To-
JIOC 1aniarasi CTajl CJIbIIeH eneé rpomye. AHTHOX CJeoBaJl 3a
APHUCTOHOM.

— IlpekpacHbie keabThl, onToM! — Kpuyasn rnamarai. — Ha-
yanbHad 1ieHa 100 pumckux neHapres!

— Cro neHapueB, — mpouenTag U3yMJIEHHO AHTHOX U CXBa-
TUJICSA 3a TOJIOBY. — Y HAc CTOJIbKO HET.

— Hy TbI e Xyn0XHUK cJIOBa, — cKka3zajl ApuctoH. — U npe-
KpacHO pa3Oupaenibcs B padax. Mmu u moropryiics, s Bepio B
TeOsl.

— Xopolo ycTpousics, — BO3MYTUJICS AHTHOX, HO OTKa3bl-
BaTbcs He ctasl. OH BCE elié 4yBCTBOBAJ T'paHb CyOOpAMHAIINN
MEX1y OBIBIIIMI TOCTIOMUHOM U TIPUBBIK UCTIONHSTH TPUKA3bI.



— Jla Bbl mocMoTpuTe TOJBKO Ha HUX! — KpuKHY/I 3ByYHBIM
rOJIOCOM AHTHOX M BBICTYIUJI Briepéa. — CamMble HACTOSIIUE TO-
konHukM! Betep noayer, Bcs BepeHulla yaJeT Ha 3eMJTI0 U CJI0-
MaeT BCe KOCTH.

AHTHOX TIOIOMEN eImne OyvKe U Haval Imymnarh KeabtoB. Cpe-
I HUX OBUIO TPOE MapHeH, B TOM YHCIIe TOT MaJIbYHUIIKA, KOTO-
Pblii TIOMOT APUCTOHY, Y TPOE JIEBYIIIEK.

ApucTOH cTOsT psiioMm U HaGmonan. Ha roose ero Obu1 HajieT
KarmoImoH ot ruiamma. OH He xores Obl, 4ToOb! Jitoau [ eHHamanoca
€ro y3HaJIu.

Ho TyT omuH U3 rosioBope3oB BCE e 00paTH/ Ha HErO BHU-
MaHue. APUCTOH YKYTaJICS B IJIalll MOIJIOTHEE B HAJIEK/IE Ha TO,
4yTO ero He 3ameTuu. Ho oH ommmbacs.

—3IT0 e TOT MAJIBYMIIKA, KOTOPBIA cOexa ¢ Kopaos, — CKa-
3aJ1 TOJIOBOPE3 AIPYTrOMY.

— Ila HeT, — oTBeTU BTOpOil. — He moxeT ObiTh. Thl BUIET,
Kakasi roroyia Opu1a B Ty HOub. OH He BBIKUJ Obl.

— Bc€ paBHO HYKHO ITPOBEPUTH, — OTBETUJI IIEPBBIY U ITOYECAB
6opomy, T00aBUJI: — MPOCIIE/IN 32 HUM.

— Ho nouemy 51?7 — Bo3amyTusicst BTOpoid.

[lepBblii HE cTanm eMy HUYEro orBeuyarb. Bmecto 3Toro oH
TOJIKHYJI €0 U YLIEN K TOBapy.

— 50 nenapueB, u 3tu padsl Barm! — Ckaszas ramiarau, yxe
YCTaBIIMI CIIOPUTH C AHTHOXOM.

— Bo-o-or, Apyroe ieno, — OTBETUII CAaMOJOBOJIbHO AHTHOX U
nepeas IEHbIM MTPOAABILY.



B3sB Bep€BKY, AHTHOX TOBEN BepeHuUIly paOOB MO TUIOMIAAN
BHHU3, IPOYb OT TOPra.

ApUCTOH MoAOIIEN K AHTHOXY 1 TTOOJIaroiapuii ero. 3aremM OH
MOCMOTpEJT Ha YCTaBIIMX paOOB U YIBIOHYJICS.

— He BonHy#iTECH, — TPOrOBOPHII OH Ha KEJILTCKOM. — BBl Te-
niepb CBOOO/HBI.

— Korna 310 Thl ycriesn Bbly4dTh KEJIbTCKUN? — YIUBUICS AH-
THOX.

ApuctoH He oTBeTu apyry. OH BbITalMJI KUHXAJT U3-32 T10-
sica ¥ pa3pe3all BepeBKY, KOTOpasi CKperuisiia KeJbToB. OcBOOO-
JUMBIIUCH, KEJIbThl HAYAIM Pa3MUHATh PYKH.

— Ho kyna mbl noitiégm? — Cripocus TOT caMblil KeJIbT, KOTO-
PbIii TOMOT APHUCTOHY.

— W némte noka ¢ HaMu, a IOTOM s PHUYMAIO CIIOCOO BEPHYTh
Bac B bpuranuio, — orBeTH)1 APUCTOH.

— Thl MHE pacckaskellb, 4To OpK BO3bMM npoucxonut?! — He
caepxayicsi AHTUOX.

— ITotoM, AHTHOX, IIOTOM. ..

AHTHOX CXKaJl KyJaKd U 3apblYaJl B HErOJI0BAaHWU. YBUJIEB
rHEB AHTHUOXA, KEJIbThl PACCMESIUCh. APUCTOH TOXE HE CMOT
clepkarb YIbIOKYy. 'HeB AHTHOXa Bceraa BeCcesIvI ero.

Kok

Korzia onn BepHyJIMCh TOMOH, TOT, YTO HAXOAMJICS Ha Oepery
pIOM ¢ TIOpTOM AXaiin, ApHUCTOH pa3MecTusl paboB Ha TOTY.



Bmecte ¢ AHTHOXOM OHM HaOpaJI TPaBbI U JIUCTHEB U PACCTEIH-
7 e€ mpsaMo B ioMe. Ha 3tux nmuctbsax u cnam padsl. Korna As-
THUOX YCHYJI, APUCTOH OTKPBLI IBEPb U BhIIEN HA yiuily. Bripo-
4yeM, ObIBIINI pad TOxe He crall. YCIbliaB, Kak ero Apyr ymien,
OH HAKUHYJ Ha ceOsl MJIaml, KOTOPbIM YKPBIBAJICS U MOCIIEA0BAI
3a OBIBILIMM T'OCIIOJMHOM.

APHCTOH CHJIEN HA NIECKE U CMOTPEI Ha 3BE3bl. AHTUOX TH-
XOHBKO TOJIOIIEN C3aAU U MTPUCEIT, 3aKYTABLIMCh B IUIAIl.

Hacnegauk nmmieparopa gocrai u3-rnoj TyHuku amyJier Kuc-
CBI M C:KaJl €ro B Kynake. Bc€, 4To ocTanock y HEro ot mpouuion
ku3Hu. BocnomuHadue o HoBoM nome. O Pume. OH Bcé emé
MIOMHWJI, KaK 3TOT aMyJIeT Moapujia eMy Ta CMYIJISIHKA C KOIIa-
yprMHU 1a3aMu. OHa xJaja ero Ha yJmue, ero Torjga Bce IpoBo-
JKaJIM B €T0 HOBYIO XM3Hb K IIPEJATENIO.

— Yro 3107 — Cipocui AHTHOX, yKa3biBasi HA aMyJIeT.

— ITO NOJapOK YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPbIH K IET MeHs1 B Pume, — oT-
BETWJI MMPOCTO APUCTOH, PEIIMB HE PacCKa3blBaTh AHTUOXY PO
CBOIO JKEHY.

— B Pume? — VauBuics AHTHOX. — Tak 3HA4UT Thl TENEpb
KBUPUT?

— 41 ceituac — HUKTO, AHTHOX. BCe mpeaanu MeHs 3a0BEHMIO,
Kak MeptBena. Ho s emé pomkeH HamoMHUTS O cede.

«Tor moBap cka3zai, YTO IMUIUMN BBUKUAJ U3 yMA U BEPHYII
BO JIBOpeEIl ’KeHY U CBOero copeTHuka. O 60ru, 4ro Thl Aeaellb,
SOmumii? OHK ke noryosT Teds. ..»

— Kem b1 Ob11, Aprcton? OTKyna Ha TeOe CTOMBKO IPaMOB?



— KeM 51 TO/1bKO He OBLT B 3TOM KU3HHM, APYT MOU. UbH TOJIBKO
PO MHE JIOBOJMJIOCH UTPaTh HA ITOM CIICHE.

— Tw1 oTBevaenb 3aragkamu, Apuctod. OTBeTh MHE YECTHO U
0e3 OOMHSKOB — ThI ObLT padoM?

B Bo3ayxe mosucna tvimmMHa. Mope THUXO BOJHOBAJIOCh, a
CBEPUYKH NEPECTATH CTPEKOTATh.

W TyT HEOXHUJAHHO HEBeJOMasl CWia 3acTaBujia ApPHUCTOHA
OCJICTIHYTb.

— XBarail MJIbYUIIKY, OH HAM TOK€ MPUTOAUTCS !

— Apucton! — KpukHyn AHTHOX, HO BCKOPE TOXE 3aMOJTYall.

Korna ApuctoH ouHyJCs1, MEIIOK OBLT YK€ CHST C €roO FOJIOBBI.
OH npomoprait HeCKOJIBKO pa3 u ocMotpedcsa. Haxonuics oH B
KaKOM-TO capae. Cuiesn Ha oJly, pyKH CBA3aHBbl.

— AHTnox! — KpukHys ApucCToH, B HaJIeXK € yCIIbIIIATh roja0C
apyra B otBeT. Ho oTBeTa He nocienoBaio.

«OPpK, Ky/1a MEHsI 3aHECIO ! »

APHCTOH HavaJl MEBETUTHCS U MBITATHCS BHICBOOOUTHCS, HO
TYT OH YCJIbIIIAJ IIard Ha yJuie. Bckope aBeph pacnaxHynach U
B capayl BOILIM HECKOJIBKO TEMHBIX (PUTYP.

OpuH U3 HUX Iepxall hakes B pyKe U ocBelasl KoMHaty. Ye-
JIOBEK, KOTOPBI CTOSJI BIEPEAN, CHSUI KAITIOIIOH U CEJT HAPOTUB
ApucroHa.

— Yto Tebe HyxHO, ['enHamaiioc? — Cripocuil ¢ Ipe3peHruemM
APpHCTOH, CMOTpsI NUpaTy B IJ1a3a.

— Bo-niepBbIX, MHE HYKHBI MOM paObl, KOTOPBIX THl Y MEHS



yKkpas. Bo-BTOpbIX, y Hac ¢ TOOOH 3aKJIIOUEH YCTHBIN OTOBOP.
Tl TOMOTaeIb MHe, U 51 TeOs OTITYCKAIO.

— $1 kyrun y Tebst TBoMX paboB, BCE YECTHO, — OTBETHIT ApH-
CTOH.

— 3a 50 neHapueB Thl y MEHsI X IPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO yKpall, —
ckazan ['erHanmaitoc. — JInGo ThI rOBOpHIIL MHE TJ€ OHH, JMOO
JorutaunBaels eme 100 nenapueB cBepxy.

— S1 Hally NeHbIU, TOJIBKO HE TPOHb UX, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH. —
I'me Aatnox?

— AX, ata ucrepruka? He BosHylics, OHa y Hac.

— Otnycrute ero!

— OrnyctuMm, — orBeTv1 nupat. — Ho mpex/ie BbIIOIHU MOIO
pochOy.

— Yto Tebe Hy ) HO?

— Jla cymuii mycTsiK, — OTBETHJI I eHHagaoc 1 NOAHSAICA Ha
HOru. — Thl yObEIIbL OJHOTO YeoBeKa, KOTOPOTro s HEHABUKY.
[ocne 3Toro — Moskellb UIATH Ha BCE YEThIPE CTOPOHBI, KaK IJ1a-
JUATOP, KOTOPBI MOJTy4n JEPEBAHHbBIA MeY.

[Ipexnae yem OoTIycTUTh APHUCTOHA Ha «BOMIO», I eHHagaoc
MO3BOJIWJI YBUJIETbCSI ¢ AHTHOXOM. AHTHOXa JEpPXKajl COBCEM
psiioM, Ha Kopabine. Bc€ 310 HanoMHWIO APUCTOHY TOT CITyvai,
Korza ero npenan angopoc.

VBuzeB ObiBIIEro padba, ApPUCTOH PUHYJICS B €r0 OOBATHS.
['enHaaiioc He cTan UM Mellath.

— AHTHOX, 5 ciacy Te0s1, — cKa3an ApuctoH. — Thl TOJBKO HE
6oiicst.



— lNocrionuH, — cka3an AHTHOX, HEMHOTO 3a0BIBIITUCH OT CTpa-
xa. — JIeHpru copsiTaHbl 3a TOMOM, IO KAMHEM. DTOrO XBaTHT,
YTOOBI 3aIJIATUTH 32 PAOOB.

— MeHs certyac CTOIIHUT, — IpepBai ux ['eHHasanoc.

[Muparel cxBaTUIM AHTHOXA 32 TUIEYH U 3a0palii ero oT Apu-
CTOHA. APUCTOH OTITYCTUJI PYKY Apyra v MOJHsICS C KojeH. OH
crenaer Bc€, 4ToObl cractu apyra. Jlaxke yObET TOro, KOro He
3HaeT. YesoBeKka, KOTOporo HeomooOnMBaeT nupar I'enHagaiioc.
CripaBeuBo ji 3107 Yectno? Jocroiino? besycnoBHo Het. Ho
MHOro BeIOOpa Y ApuctoHa HeT. OH JIOJKEH 3TO CleNiaTh pajav
criacenust mooumoro Aurroxa. OH He POCTUT cede, eCT CHOBa
€ro notepser.

['enHamalioc He cTaja OTHPABJISTH CBOMX JIOfIEW CJIEAUTH 32
Apuctonom. Ceityac OH NOMKeH ObUI MPUHECTH OCTATOYHBIE
JIeHbI'W, YTOOBI 3aIUIaTUTh 32 pabOB U TOCJIE ITOr0 YOUTh Bpara
I'ernapgarioca.

Kopabnb Haxoguiics psaoM ¢ joMoM AHTtHoxa. [Tostomy yxe
Jyepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT ObICTPOro 6era, ApucToH ObLT Ha MecTe.
Hour nornotwia JHEBHON CBET M OBUIO CJIOKHO Celdac HaWTU
JEHbIU, O KOTOPbIX TOBOPUJ AHTHUOX.

ApucToH 000IIEN JOM U HaYaJl UCKaTh KaMeHb. OT HeylauHO-
T0 TIOKCKA ceprre OMIoCh, Kak cyMaciieainee. XoTenoch Oecrno-
MOIITHO yMAacTh Ha 3eMJII0 U 3a0bIThcs. Ho Henmb3sl.

HaxoHern, yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT TIIETHBIX IIOMCKOB, ApH-
CTOH BCE-TaKM HAIIEN KaKOi-TO KaMeHb. Ho OH ObLT mepeBEpHYT,
a MmoJie Hero BhIphITA HeOObINast ssMKa. Heysken KTo-To y3Hau



o kJazae?

OH 000MIEN TOM M OTKPBLT IBEPh. XOTEJ HAUTU CBETUIJILHUIK,
HO Koryia 3amién — ynusuiics. Pados He 6buto. Hukoro, kpome. . .

— Kyna Bce aemcs? — Cipocust ApUCTOH CUJSAIIETO Ha N0y
MaJIbYMKa-KeJbTa, KOTOPbIA TOMOT EMY.

KenbT cCiokoMHO MOcMOTpes Ha ApUCTOHA U MOJHSJICS Ha HO-
T'U.

— OHM HalUM TBOW JEHBIH M COEXaIu, — OTBETUI IIPOCTO
KEeJIbT U B3JJOXHYJI, BbIpaxkasi COUyBCTBUE APHUCTOHY.

APHCTOH NOBEPHYJICA K KEJIBTY CIIMHOU M CXBATUJICA 34 BOJIO-
CBI.

— IIpoctu MeHs, — cka3ail KeJbT. — §l He MOT X OCTaHOBHUTD.

— Ho nouemy TeI He ymen Bmecte ¢ HUMU? — Yausuics Apu-
CTOH, BIIPOYEM, BCE €IIIE HE BEPS, UYTO BCE MPOUCXOIUT HASBY.

— Thl criac MeHs1 oT pabcTBa, — cKa3al KenbT. — 51 y TeOs B
JOITy.

ApHCTOH He cTasl Hu4ero orsevyarb. OH BbIIIEN HA YJIUILY U [10-
CMOTpEJ B CTOPOHY TOPTA, T/ie HAXOAUJICS KOpadib ¢ AHTHOXOM.
Yro nenatb, oH He 3HaJ. [Ipuaércs Bo3Bpamarscs Ha Kopadib 1
o0BscHATH Bc€ ['enHamaiiocy. Ho nmociyimaer i oH ero?

— S uy ¢ TOOOM, — CKa3all KeJbT.

BMmecTto orBeTa ApUCTOH KMBHYJI FOJIOBOM M YCTaJION MOXOA-
koW 3amarai Brepéa. OH Bcé emeE ObuT 60CBIM M HE MOT T03BO-
Tk cebe 00yBb. Bripouem, Ko’ka Ha CTyMHSIX Tak orpyoesna, 4to
cama 1o ce0e HarloMHHAA TIOJIONIBY.

Howas no moprta, Apucton ocraHoBmics. Kopadms Haxonu-



cs1 jajbiie Oepera, 9ToObl JI0 HEro J0OpaThCsl, HyXKHa ObLIa JIO-
Ka. ['eHHaaroc pacnonoKXuics BMECTE CO CBOEM KOMaHION Ha
6epery. Ho AHTHOXa Iepxaiu Ha Tpuepe.

— I'enHapaiioc, — crai 3Barh nupata Apuctod. OH 3HaJI, 4TO
OH TIe-TO 3/IECh.

W BckOpe mupat B COMPOBOXKICHUN HEOOJBIIIONW CBUTHI TTIO0-
LIEN K HEMY.

— 51 BUKYy, Thl IPUBEN ¢ cOOOI CBOETO APYKKa, — TPOrOBOPUII
['enHazaioc u yneIOHYJICS 3MeMHON yabIOKoit. — [1e nenpru?

— I'enHapaiioc, — Hayas1 oTBe€YaTh APUCTOH, HO 3aMOTYaJl.

Hascrpeuy num kakue-to moau. B pykax oHu gepxaiu 1y-
OuHku 1 Meud. SIBHO He BouHbI. Heysxenu pazooitnuku? Ho uto
UM Hano?

— 9710 TBOM Joan? — Cripocui ApUCTOH, YKa3blBasi MaJIbLIEM
Ha MPUOJTMKAIOIITYIOCS ThMY.

['eHHagalioc cHavasa He MOHsI, YTO XOTeJ OT HEro ApPHUCTOH.
Ho korna cooGpasu, ObUI0 YKe CIMIITKOM MO3IHO. [IBe TI0KUHBI
BOOPYKEHHBIX Pa300MHMKOB Halav Ha Jarepb | eHHamaiioca u
cxBaTWIM ux. B Tom uncne u camoro Apucrona. TonbKo Kesib-
Ty yAaJoCh cOexaTh U PaCTBOPUTHCS BO ThMe. BoucTuny, yau-
BUTEJIbHASI HOUb, TIOJIHASI HEOKUIAHHOCTEN.

Kok

Ara ObUIa camasi JI0Jrast Houb, KOTOPYI APHCTOH TOJBKO BU-
nen. CHauvana ux noxutwiv Jioau ['eHHagaiioca, Tenepsp manka



pa3ooriHuKoB. Ho 11 pa300MHUKOB X OBLIO CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO.
W Bompoc cTosis1 B TOM — KTO UM ObUT HyeH: [ eHHaiailoc wim
Apucron?

Melok He cTaiv HaJeBaTh Ha rOJIOBBI IIJIEHHUKOB, TI03TOMY
ApwucToH BUiea Kyaa ux BeayT. Ho num onu He nonro. Pa3ooii-
HUKW OCTAHOBUJIMCh. APHCTOH BCTaJI HA IBITIOYKH, YTOOBI IO-
CMOTPETh, UTO MPOUCXOAUT Briepear. Ho Huyero He ObLI0 BUTHO.

Bripouem, Bckope BCE CTaso ICHO, KaK JIEHb.

— Kro Bac nocnan 3a Hamu? — Bo3mymancs ['ennagaiioc. —
Kto BbI Takue?!

— 3amMoJTum, TIOKa 51 He oTpe3ast Tebe SA3bIK, — MPOOypIas OUH
U3 pa300IHUKOB BMECTO OTBETA.

Jliomm paccTynuauch ¥ OTKPBUIM MPOCTPAHCTBO /1JIs1 YeJIoBe-
Ka, KOTOphI mEN HaBcTpedy. OH ObLT B TUtaiie. 3a HUM [UIA
emié qBoe. [To pocty oHr ObUIM OIUHAKOBBI, BIIPOYEM, MO TEJIO-
CJIOKEHUIO TOXKE.

— I'ocnoguH, Mbl OWMAJM UX, — OTPAIOPTOBAJ OJIUH U3 pa3-
OONHUKOB, MMOJIOIIE/NIEMY K HUM YeJIOBEKY.

YenoBek B KamIONIOHE KHUBHYJI M UYTO-TO THXO IPOU3HEC.
Bckope ero nepe6us 4eil-To 3HaKOMBIH TOJIoC.

— 41 ke ckaza, 4TO Thl MOKAJIEEIllb, — CKa3aJl YeJIOBEK.

3aTeM OH MOAOMIEN OMMKe U CHSUT KAITIOMIOH. DTO OBUT TOPro-
Bell JIykac...

— Kakoit xe Tbl )xankui, Jlykac, — mporoBopus ApucToH U
paccMesiicsl, YeM TOJIbKO CUJIbHEE PA303J1KJI TOProBIIA.

Jlykac BbIHYT Me4 U3 HOXEH PSIOM CTOSIIIIErO TOBapuila 1



OBICTPBIM IIATOM HAITPaBUIICA K APHUCTOHY.

— 41 yobio Tebs!

— Croi1! — OcTaHOBUJI €ro rojoc c3aau.

370 OBLT TOT CaMblii YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO 3/1eCh HA3bIBAJIU TOC-
MOAVHOM.

— A mpuuém 1yt a7 — Hakonen npousnéc 'ennapaioc. — Mo-
KET, OTITYCTUTE MEHS yxke?

Bmecto oTBeTa ero yaapuiau B ;KMBOT, U OH OOJIbIlIE HE TOBO-
puJL.

— Ho rocrioiuH, no3Bosbte st yobio ero? — [pocun JIykac tém-
HOTO MYXUYMHY B Iu1aiie. — OH HaHEC yaap MOeMy JOCTOMHCTBY
¥ 3anATHaI penyTauuio. OUUCTUTh €€ MOKHO TOJIBKO KPOBBIO.

Yenoek He cTan HUYEro orBevyarb. OH MeJIEHHBIM I11aromMm
HANpaBWICA HABCTPE4y, HO, BIPOYEM, He K APHUCTOHYy, a Ha
yauBiienue Jlykaca k ['enHagaiiocy. CHSIB KaIliOIIOH, OH CXBaTHII
['enHaaiioca 3a BOJIOCHI U 3aTOBOPHJI:

— 41 3Ha10 0 TBOMX I1aHax, [ eHHasaioc, — ckazan oH. — ayma
MHE BCE paccKasal.

TpeTbuM 4eI0BEKOM OKa3aJicsl YeJIOBEK M3 KoMaH bl [ eHHa-
naiioca — Mimyma. OH Toke CHSJT CBOE KalIoIIOH U NIOKa3aJl CBOE
npeJaTeibCKoe JIUIIO.

— Kax o1 Mor, Unyma! 4 TeGe mosepsi.

— W koro xe Tbl HaHsJ, rpsA3HbIA NEc? — Crpocui «rocmo-
nuH». — Heyxenu atoro 6poasry?

OH ykazan najbueM Ha ApUCTOHA U paccMesica. B nocnen-
Hee BpeMsl ero CJMIIKOM YacTO Ha3bIBAlOT Oe3llapHUKOM. Bo3-



MOXHO, €ro BHEIIHMI BUJ U TIpaBaa yxaceH. Ot Obutoro Apu-
CTOHA HE OCTAJIOCh HAYETO.

YetoBek moomnien onke. ApUCTOH CHavYasia He XOTeJl CMOT-
peTh Ha HEro, HO KOrja TMOAHSI Ila3a TO CHUJIBHO TOXajea o0
9TOM. ..

B nocnenHee BpeMsi ero OKpykarT OJHU JIMIIb BOCIIOMUHA-
Hus. JIIoIY U3 mpoNUIOro OMH 3a APYrMM BO3BPAILIAIOTCS B €r0
Ku3Hb. OgHM, YTOOBI CIIENIaTh CUYACTIMBEE, APYrre — YTOOBI Cle-
JIaTh ellé OobHEE.

— Tot — yonroooxk, [ppasiesxyut. /latioopoc mebde doeepuncs, a
mul €20 npeoan.

— Hauenvui, — omeemun /[3pasesxyw. — Mot ¢ /latioopocom
yorce 0aeHo 3axnouunu coenky. On npooan meosi, Kak nocaeo-
HIOK WAIOXY. ..

— Ot Tebs1 cMepAUT, Kak OT JOXJIOM coOaku, — ckazan [aiao-
POC 1 paccMesiyiCsl CBOUM MpeAaTeIbCKUM CMEXOM.

— Twt yosems Hac? — Cnpocun ['ennapnaiioc.

— Her, 3auem mHe nmaukarbs pyku? — Uzymmica Jainopoc u
OTBETWJI: — IyCTh 3aKOH PELIUT Balu cyabObl. He Xxouy moptuth
cebe aBroputeT. [Ipokyparop Mol TaBHUI JPYr U 3HAET MEHS,
Kak OnaroponHoro yenoBeka. [Tyctb Tak u octaércs. YBenuTe ux.

Jaropoc HaJesl KamiouIoH U 3alarajil npoyb.

APHCTOH BCE €IlIE HE MOT MOBEPUTD, YTO BCE ITO HE COH. UTO
3TO JIEUCTBUTELHOCTh, PEaIbHOCTh. UTO BCE MPOUCXOMUT Ha-
saBy. Kak 310 MokeT ObITh? BHITh MOXKET, 3TO YeJIOBEK IMPOCTO
odeHb noxox Ha Hdaiinopoca? Benp [Jaiinopoc nomkeH ObuT HO-



ruOHyTh Torna Ha Kudepe. .. Ho ecm laiinopoc xuB, ObITh MO-
KET, U ero poautenu kuBbl? [Todyemy OOrM penmaM OCTaBUThH B
’KMBBIX TAKUX HErofsieB, Bpoje [aitnopoca wiu. ..toro xe Kpeo-
Ha — JIIofIel, KOTopble cliesiayii ApUCTOHY OOJIbHO, KOTOpbIE pa3-
omu ceptie. Ho Xopormmx Jmofiei. . . oBepIii CMepTH. 3auem?
Pa3Be B 3TOM ecTb Kakou-TO cMbici? My cMbici 3akiiouaer-
cs B Bo3me3quu? C Kakoi 1esiblo 00Ty peliv MociaaTh ero Ha
Axaiiio? OH Hamen 3/1ech He TOJILKO JIpYyra, HO U Bpara. YToObl
yOuTh ero 3a Bce ero rpexu u npecryruieHuss? Ho Apucton He
yowiinia. .. BepHee cka3aTh, OH He BOMH Ha I0jie 00sI U He MOXKET
youts [laiiiopoca cefiuac. OH Oe3yC/IOBHO JIOJKEH ObITh HaKa-
3aH, HO HE TaKUM OeCUYeCTHbIM 00pa3oM.

3nauut ['eHHagaiioc Toxke HEHaBUIUT ero. MHTepecHo, Ka-
KO€ 3JI0 TpUurHUI padbotoprosell pabotoproily? Hy 3mech Bcé
CIIUIIIKOM OYeBUIHO. Beixomut, AprctoHa u ['eHHaiiaoca 00b-
enuHsieT oOmuid Bpar. M cHoBa nmpeBpaTHOCTH CyAbOBbI.

ChHauana Apucrona u ['eHHaaiioca iepxainu B kapiepe. Bme-
cTe ¢ ApUCTOHOM. APHUCTOH OBbLT CITIOKOEH B OTJIMYME OT IMUpa-
Ta U HE CTaJl TPATUTh BpeMsI 3psl Ha TIIETHBIE TIOMBITKUA cOeXaTh
0TCI0/1A.

— 9710 TH BO BcéM BuHOBar! — Ckazan ['eHHamaioc u ynan B
0eCroMOIITHOCTH Ha 3eMJTio. — M3-3a Tebs Hac Ka3HAT.

— Ecim Tebe Jierde ot 3TOM MBIC/IHU, TO 1 HE CTaHy CIIOPUTD C
TOOOM, — OTBETIJT APUCTOH U CTaJl TOTOBUTHCSA KO CHY. Bripouem,
COJIHILIE YK€ TOJIHUMAJIOCh U3-T10]] TOPU30HTA.

— [louemy ThI Tak criokoeH? 3aBTpa HAC Ka3HAT, a TeOs BOJ-



HYEeT TBOU COH?

— 4 ycran, l'enHagaiiaoc, u XoTes1 Obl BBICTIATHCS XOTS ObI TIe-
pell CMEpTHIO.

Ha camom nene ApuctoH He ObLT CHOKOEH. MBICJIEHHO OH
00/IyMBbIBaJI, KaK COEKUT OTCIOA UM CMOXET YOeAUTh MPOKY-
paropa, 4TO OH NPUEMHBIA ChIH nMIieparopa. Ho nocinengnemy
Bpsi/l 1 KTO-TO noBepUT. OH noyeMy-To ObLT YBEpPEH, UTO €ro
He yObioT. Benp nmpopodectBo cObiiock. Ho 4to A0mKHO ObLIO
npousoiTu Aansiie? dpyuj ckasza, 4to eciii APUCTOH HE MO-
CITyIIaeT ero, To Oyzer HecuacteH. Heykenu BcE 9TUM U 3aKOH-
yurca? [locne Beero, uto oH nepexuin? Her. OTHionp HeT. Apu-
CTOH He Bepwil B 370. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, UTO YK€ COBCEM CKOPO
BCTPETUTCA C DMUIIMEM.

OpHaKo TOJIBKO K BEYEpy O HUX BCIOMHUJIM. Bo3MOXHO, po-
KypaTop Bech JIeHb ObLT 3aHSIT HOBOPOXIEHHBIM CBIHOM M ITPa3/I-
HUKOM, KOTOPbI JJIMJICS YK€ BTOpOU JeHb. OH He XOTes Mop-
TUTh ceOe HacTpoeHue 3a00TaMH O PEelIeHUM MPABOCYIUS Hall
npectynHukaMu. BosmoxHo, cendac Jaingopoc BeceamTcs BMe-
cTe co cBoMM «Jipyrom». Ho Apucton He Bepui, uro [Jaigopoc
CKazaJ rnpasay. Bo3aMoXHO, TPOKypaTop ero xkajaoBajl, HO HE Ha-
CTOJIBKO.

— I'enHaanoc, — cka3an ApUCTOH, BUJISl, KaK MUApAT CTPAJIAET
Y MyYaeTcsl B OKU/IAHUU Ka3HU.

['enHafaiioc cuaen Ha Xo0aHOM noity. OH MOJHS TOJIOBY U
MOCMOTpES Ha APUCTOHA.

— I'emHaganioc, — NOBTOPWJI APUCTOH. — A MOYEMY Thl Tak



HeHaBuuIb Jlaiigopoca?

OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH MUPAT MONEPXHYJICA MBUIBIO.

— OTKyga Thl 3Haelb, Kak ero 30ByT? — M3ymwiica I'ennai-
Jaoc.

— HeBaxxHO, — oTBeTUJ1 APUCTOH. — BO3MOKHO, OTBET OUEBHU-
neH. Besib OH TBOW KOHKYPEHT M THI IIPOCTO XOTEN U30ABUTHCS
OT HEro...

— Hert! — OrBetnn ['erHagaioc u noaHsica Ha Horu. OH cxal
KYJIaKM ¥ 3axoaui 1o kamepe. Kaxkercs, Kak U ApUCTOHa, €ro
Tep3aiu BocrioMuHaHus. — Jlaiiiopoc npuunHUI MHe 60716, OH
HaHEc ynap B camoe cepatie. U st xoay youTs ero. He yobio B 910
’KU3HU, YOBIO B JIPyro.

— Yro oH Tebde caenan?

— OH? — cnpocuit I'eHHagalioc 1 3amMoI4al, MOYEChIBasA CBOIO
6opony. — On noxutui moto goub. Eit 6su10 Beero 10. Korpa s
BEpHYJICS JOMOM, e€ Hurae He Obuto. S cpasy MOHSI, YTO 3TO
cnenain Jlaitnopoc. On niponan e€ B paderBo. [Ipogan Mmoo novb
B padcTBO!

I'ennamaiioc ynan Ha 3emunio 1 3ariakai. Ceityac ApUCTOH He
3nuiics Ha nupara. CMOTps Ha HEro, OH BUJEJ B HEM Mpexk/e
BCEro JIIOOSIIEro OTIa, KOTOPHI HE MOXKET CMUPUTBCS C yTpa-
TOM. APUCTOH ITOHUMAJI €TO.

— Ecnu Obl 1 MoOr momMoub TeOe HallTH e€, s1 Obl HeMPEMEHHO
crenal 3to. ..

— Ei1 yxe HUKTO He momMoxkeT. §I ucKasl e€ HEeCKOJIbKO JIET.
Ho Bcé TmetHo. OTelr yke He CMOXET ITOMOYb CBOEMY peOCHKY.



CauIKoM No3gHo. . .

ApUCTOH NOAHSUICSA € MOJTy W Noaomen K nupaty. [Ipuces Ha
KOPTOYKH, OH MOXJIONAJI €ro Mo 1iedy. [ eHHaganoc yauBiIeHHO
MOCMOTpEJT Ha HEero.

— A oTKygza Thl ero 3Haenb? — Cripocuit ipar.

— Jaiinopoc ObUT MOMIM y4HTEJIeM, KOT/Ia s ObUT CBOOOIHBIM.
Ho oH npenan MeHst v mipoAai B paOCTBO, TOYHO TaK ke, KaK 1
TBOIO 104b. Kaxercs, Ooru 3a0aBisgioTcs HAMM.

— Heyxenu 3ta crapast Kpbica ocTaHeTcsl Oe3HaKa3aHHOW?! —
BosmyTuiics ['eHHaganioc v NOAHSIICS HA HOTH.

— KuzHp nopoii nondpaceiBaeT HaM MaJIKK B Koséca U cOu-
BaeT ¢ myTu. Mbl najjaem ¢ KOJIECHUIIbI, a JIOIIA U MTPOAOIIKAIOT
HECTHUCh BIIEPE, OCTaBJIsAs HAcC c3aaM. S 3Hal0, 4To Ooru ObIBa-
0T TIOpO¥ kecTokr. OHU UTPAIOT HAIIIMMU CyIhOaMU, KaK JIeTH
B urpyuku. Hukro He 3Haer ux 3ambicesn. Ho s 3Haio TOUHO, 4TO
BCE MPOMUCXOUT HE MPOCTO Tak. Bo BCEM ecTb CBA3b, BCE Ipe-
OBIBacT BO B3aMMOJICKCTBUY M paBHOBeCcUU. Bce Oejibl, KoTophie
MIPOUCXOIAT C HAMM 3aKJISIOT HAIIM IYIIIH, EAI0T HAC CUJIbHEE.
Bo3MOxHO, 60T TOTOBSIT HAC K YEMY-TO Ba)XHOMY, OOJIBIIIOMY
Y TI03TOMY TMOCHUIAIOT UCTIBITaHUs1. BCs Hallla Ku3Hb — 3TO MoJie
00s1. MBI cpaxaeMcs paau nodenbl. Pagu cBoero cuactbst. Kaxk-
JbIi OOM 3aKaHYMBAETCS YEM-TO OIHUM — JIMOO 10OeoM, MO0
nopaxeHrieM. YToObl OOEIUTh, HY)KHO CTAPaThCS U UJTH K CBO-
ey 11eJid, He caBasiCb HU CMOTPsl HM Ha uTo. VI Thl He NOJIKEeH
cnasarbesd. 1 koe-4To moHsI 3a 310 BpeMs. .. OIHy BakHYIO UC-
TuHy. ECin He caaBatbes, €ciid BCE BpeMs UATH K CBOEU LIEJIH,



OT/1aBasi IPY 3TOM BCE CBOU CHJIbI U UEM-TO KEPTBYsl, TO B KOH-
1Ie ThI 00s3aTeJILHO TIOTYYHIIIb MOJAPOK CynbObl. CBOW Jiecepr.
Croto modeny. IIpocto Hesb3s1 ocraHaBIMBaThCcs. HyXXHO OBITh
CUJIbHBIM M HE TIOKa3bIBaTh CBOIO C1a0OCTh.

«Ho u moasaM Toxe Hy)HO nomMorars. JlenaTh Ipyrux cyacr-
JvBee. DMUJIAIA BCET/ia TaKk TOBOPMIL. YTO JTOOUTH HYXKHO a0OCo-
JIIOTHO BCEX, JIake BParoB, Belb B KAKJAOM YEJIOBEKE KpOeTcs
4T0-TO XOporee. Korna Tel momMoraeis JioAsm, 00ru moMoraot
u tebe. Henmp3s 3a0biBath 0 goope. HyxHo xuth ¢ Hum. U Be-
pUTH B HETO.»

Korna ApUCTOH 3aKOHYMJI CBOM Pa3MBIIILICHUS], K HUM B Ka-
MEpY BOLUIY JIIOJIH.

— INpomaii, AprctoH, — ckazan ['eHHanaroc. — M cmacu6o te-
Oe 3a BCE.

WX pyku cBsI3aJIM 3a CIIMHOW U TMOBEJIM HaBepX. APHUCTOHY,
BIIPOYEM, 3HAKOMBI T€ YYBCTBA, KOTOPBIE OLYIAET IPUTOBOPEH-
HBIN K cMepTHOM Ka3Hu. Ho oH He Oosics.

OpHako MX BelMM OTHIONb HE Ha IUJIaXy, a K IPOKypaTopy.
JKnas oH ux B HeOOJBINOW MPUEMHON Ha yiuiie. YeM-To BCE 310
HaloMUHAJIO UICTOPUYECKHUN cily4dal, korna Meriya cTosi Harpo-
THB IPOKYPATOpa M OOBSICHSIICS.

TodHO Tak ke ceiluac CTOSIM U «IPECTyIMHUKN». HampoTus,
CHJIe MOJIOOM MY’KYMHA, JIeT JBajalaTh natd. YyTh mutamiie
Svuis. OH ObLT KPYITHOTO TEJIOCTOKEHU S, KPYIJIbIA, TOJICTHIM.
Koe-kak ymerinascs B cBo€ kpeciio. Psagom crosiia oxpana u Jlai-
nopoc. YBujieB ApUCTOHa, OH HE Y3Hal ero. XOTb U MPH CBETe



yxonsiero conHia. Haxonunuch OHM Ha KakoW-TO JIETHEW Be-
panze. Kpyrom crosiim LBETHl B FOpIIKaxX M MaxJjo CBEKECTHIO.
CogceM, kak Bo aBopie B Pume.

— JlaBaiiTe mooObICTpee 3aKOHYUM C STHM, — HETePIIEJIMBO MPO-
TOBOPUJI ITPOKYPATOP, SIBHO CIIEHIMBIIMI HA YKUH C TOCTSIMM.

— l'ocnopuHz, — Havan roBoputh ['eHHagaiioc. — Mbl He BU-
HOBHBI. DTOT y’KACHBII YEJIOBEK OKJIEBETAJl MEHS M MOETO JpyTa.
[Tpocum HEeMeJIEHHO OTIYCTUTD HaC.

«Moero npyra? 5 He ocnbimancsa?»

— A, pa3 Tak? Koneuno, koHeyHo. Ceiyac OTIIyIIly Bac.

—Yt0? — He nousin laiigopoc 1 mocMOTpe Ha MPOKypaTopa,
Kak Ha UIUAOTA.

— Hy oH e cka3all, YT0O OHM HEe BUHOBHbI, 3HAYUT HYKHO OT-
MyCTUTh X W HaKOHEIl BEPHYTbCS K MouM roctsiMm. HasepHoe,
yKe ToAaJIi MO JTIOOUMBIIA TOPT.

[TpokypaTtop Havajl MOJAHUMATH CBOIO OI'POMHYIO TYIIY C JIO-
’ka, HO Jlaiiiopoc ocTaHOBWII €r0.

— [Monoxaure, noMuHYyC, — cKkazai Jaigopoc. — DTOT YenoBek
Jk€r. OH mogocnan youiilyy KO MHE B JIOM, YTOObI YOUTh MEHS.
PasBe oH He HoiKeH ObITh Ka3HEH?

— Oro npaspaa? — Crpocusi HEOXOTHO MPOKYPATOp U cenl 00-
PaTHO, TIOJJIOKIUIT PYKY TTOJ] BTOPOU MOA00POAOK. — Thl IOKYCHIT-
Cs Ha €ro JKU3Hb?

— Jloxb, 1 HUKOrO He HaHMMaJI, — OTBeTHI I eHHamaoc. — Jla
ecau Obl ¥ YOI ero, st Obl He *kasen 06 atom. [Toromy uTO 3TOT
npeaaTelib TOXUTUI MOIO JOYb !



— Kak yromuTenbHO ciylaTh 3T0, — B3JOXHYJI IPOKYpaTop. —
Ka3nuts ux.

[IpokypaTtop Hauaa NOAHUMATLCS CO CBOErO MECTa, a CTPaxk-
HUKH CXBAaTHJIM OOBUHSIEMBIX U XOTEJIM YBECTU UX, HO TYT HA Be-
paHy BOIILIA KeHCKast purypa.

— Munbplil TUIEMSIHHHK, — CKa3aJl JKeHCKUM Tojioc. — MBI Bce
TeOs yKe 3aKAATUCh.

— Térs, a Tak ycrai, — noceroBas MpoKyparop. — Bcé Bpems
HY)XKHO pelath YbU-TO CyabObl. Ka3HUTH TOro, Ka3HUTH 3TOTO.
AX, 9TO TaK CKYYHO...

— benuplii, — mokasesna ero KeHIIHa.

— Croite! Bl He umeete npaBa! — Kpuuan ['ennagaiioc.

Haiiiopoc Momya rnpasgHoBaj CBOIO MO0y U CAaMOJOBOJIBHO
YIBIOAJICS, CMOTPSI KaK YBOIST 3aKJIIOYEHHBIX. A PUCTOH MOJTYAT.
OH BHUMAaTeIbHO HAOMIONAT 32 KEHIIUHOW, KOTOPYIO MTPOKypa-
TOp Ha3BaJ T€Ter. HakoHell, )xeHIlMHa TOBEPHY/IACh K HEMY JIH-
LIOM.

— 3amomuure! — Ckaszana OHa, pa303JIMBLINCE.

Arpurnnuna? Mats munus? Ho uto oHa 3a€ech aenaer?

— T'ocnoxka! — KpukHyn ApUCTOH B HaJek[e, UTO OHA €ro
y3HaeT. — ['ocrioxa, 310 s1 — Apucron! Ilociymiaiite meHsi!

KenmyHa ocraHoBwiIack. [Ipokyparop nmoBepHyJics Ha3al v
IIOCMOTpEJ Ha APUCTOHA.

— Kak Tb1 cmeels ¢ Helt pasroBapuBarh? — Cipocuin [aiio-
poc, niozoiias Ommxe. — OHa ABrycra — MaTh CaMOrO MOTYIIe-
CTBEHHOT'O YeJioBeKa B Mupe. [ocroxka, mo3BoJbTe 51 ero yOblo



npsMo ceivac?

KenmuHa Moua mofonuia ONvMke W CTajia BHUMATETbHO
BIJISI/IBIBATBCS B JIMIIO «OpOIATH». APUCTOH IMMOCMOTpEJT Ha Heé
Y HaJIesJICs, UTO OHA €ro y3Haer.

—I'ocnioxa, 51 3HaI0, YTO 51 HE MOXOK Ha MPEKHEro ApUCTOHA.
Ho 310 1. {1

Haiopoc B yxkace OTOLIEN OT APUCTOHA, Kak OT 4YyMHOro. OH
CXBaTUJICS 32 FOJIOBY ¥ 32a00pMOTaJT YTO-TO.

— ApucTtoH, 310 Thl? — Tuxo nporoBopuia Arpunnuna. — Ho
THI BEIb ITOrU0.

— Bce cuurtaior MeHst MEPTBBIM, HO 3TO HE TaK, — OTBETHII Apu-
croH. — Tam, B bputanuu, MeHs1 paHWIM BO BPEMs CPakKEHUSI.
Korna s1 ounysnics, s1 HUKoro He Hamén. M3-3a merenu s comcst
¢ mytu u 3a0mynuics. Ho mocnie MeHst cXBaTwiii BapBapsl U 1
npeObIBall B IJIEHY HECKOJIBKO MecCsIleB. 3ateM 51 cOexall U X0-
TeJ1 BEpHYThcA B Pum, Ho. ..

['enHamaioc BUHOBATO MOCMOTPENT Ha APUCTOHA.

— ...Ho nonan nop mropm u okasaics 31ech — B AXalH.

— He moxet ObITh. ..— mporienTaia ArpurmnuHa. — Moil chiH
JQyMaert, 4to Tl MEPTB. M3-3a TeOs1 OH 00e3yMell U BepHYJI 3TUX
npenareneid. Tebe HYXKHO ckopee Bo3BpaiaTbcsi B Pum, nHaue
9TH 3MeH YOBIOT €ro.

— Ho nouemy Bbl octaBuiu ero? — Cripocust ApuctoH. — Beap
OH HYXJIA€TCS B MOJIEPIKKE.

— 4l He MorIa CMOTpETh, KaK OH YHUUTOXAET ceOs1, — OTBETUIIA
ArpunnuHa ¥ OTBEpHy/nack. Buaumo, ckpeiBas ciéssl. — S mo-



HUMaJia, YTO CKOPO OH OKOHYATEJIbHO MOTyOUT ceOst CBOEH CKOP-
Ob10. § He xoTena 3TO BUJIETb.

CTpaxHUKU OTITYCTHIIU UX.

— I'ocnopyH, M3BMHUTE, HO MHE MOpa UITH, — HEOKHUJAHHO
ckazain Jlaiaopoc.

— A mouemy THI Takou Onenbiii? — Cripocuil POKypaTop u
paccmesics.

— MHe 4TO-TO HEXOPOILIO, — OTBETHUII OH.

— Moxer, nekaps Bbei3BaTh? — Cripocui sA3BUTENBHO ['eHHa-
Janoc.

— locrioka, — Hayasm TOBOpUTh APUCTOH. — DTOT YeJIOBEeK Ha
NPOTS)KEHUM MHOTHMX JIET MOXMILAET JAeTed M MPOAAET UX IO-
cpennukam. OH noxutui ao4b [ eHHamaioca u npopan e€ B pad-
crBo. { mpory Bac Hakazath ero. Jlaiiopoc, ckaxu, riue ero
JI04b?

Jaiiiopoc HECKOIbKO CEKYH/1 MOTYAI ¥ BHITUPAJI MOT €O JIOA.
3aremM OH MEJIEHHO Hayajl OTXOAUTh Ha3aj U MOBEPHYBILIUCH,
PUHYJICS] IPOYb.

— Jlanexo oH He cOeKUT, — CKas3asl MpoKyparop. — He BoHY#M-
s, Mbl HAWJEM TBOIO JOYb.

— Cracu0o, — orBetwu1 ['enHamanioc.

— Tl y’KacHO BHIIJISIIUIIb, APUCTOH, — TPOrOBOPHIIA JJACKOBO
ArpunmuHa. — He Xo4y, 4TOObI MOW JIOpOTOM CHIH BUJE TeOs
TaKUM.

ApUCTOH yBIOHYJICS 1 TTOCTIE0BA 32 rOCTIoxkO0M. [ eHHamaio-
ca TaKke MpUriackiii Ha yxuH. Be€ mo3amu. Be€ H6yner xoportio.



Kok

Omuauti cmosin 8ozne okHa u moavan. Ilozooa ovina obnau-
HOI, CAe2KaA MOPOCUN Q0XHCOb. APUCIOH NOOOWEN K UMNEPAIMO-
DY U ysuden, KaxK Ha yauye, 6031e 080pua Oyuyem pa3vapeHHas
moana. B pykax onu depoicanu opydxcue — Kmo nanku, Kmo eu-
Abl, KMo meuu. Bee onu npuwau crooa, umodul céepeHymo umne-
pamopa ¢ npecmona. Umnepamopa au? Hau 6btme modicem, 6cé
Jice Adpuana?

— 3auem mot epryn ux? — Cnpocun Apucmon.

— OHu mou Opy3vs, — omeemun umnepamop. — Koneuro, onu
OMCMYNUAUCH, HO MHE KANCEMCsl HA MO OblAlU 8eCKUe NPUUUHDI.
A nonazaro, onu ucnpasuauce.

— Imuauti, — ckazan ApUcmon u noCMompen UMnNepamopy 8
enasa. Ezo kapue 2naza. — Jloou ne mensiromes. [locmompu, umo
Mbul HAOeAAN.

Apucmon ykazan nanvyyem Ha CMYmMobsHO8.

— OHu Oymarom, umo 3mo Mol 80 8CEM BUHOBAM.

Imunuii omowén om okHA U 8300XHY.

— Bozmoorcno, max u ecmv, Apucmon, — ckazan umMnepamop u
MEONEHHBIM WAZOM HANPABUACS NPOUb U3 3aad. — Bedv s dadice
He CMO2 3auumums ceoezo opyeaaq...

— Ho 9munuii, s mym! A orcug!

Ho umnepamop ucues. Apucmon nocmompen 6 OKHO u ysuoen,
KaK aezycm omkpwvléaen 08epu U 6bIXo0um K Hapooy. 3amemus



aezycma, 031001eHHbII HAPOO PUHYACS HA OE33AUUMHO20 UMNe-
pamopa u npocmo ynuumodicuau. On pacmeopuacs ¢ moane. Hu
mena, HU 00ex#cObl — HU4e20 He ocmanoce. Toavko 0OHa-eouH-
CMBEHHAS 3010Masi OUAOeMA NeXHCANA HA MOULEHHOU dopoeze U
onecmena, CA08HO CONHEUHDBIIL C8em.

APHCTOH TTPOCHYJICSI B XOJIOJIHOM TIOTY.

— B uém geno, rocnonun? — Cripocusi AHTHOX, KOTOPBIM Jie-
KaJl pAIOM.

B Ty HOUb AHTHOXA ciac TOT caMblid MaJIbYMK-KeJbT. Bripo-
4yeM, 9TO He TIOHaoOouIoch Obl. ['eHHaIalloc IONpOCKIT TpoIIe-
HUS y Ipy3€ed U BEPHYJI UM JieHbru. [laiiiopoc cpa3y ke BO BCEM
MIPU3HAJICS, HE TOJILKO B CBOUX IPECTYIUIEHUSX, HO U B TOM,
rae ceruac goub I'enHagarioca. Jlake 10 MBITOK He AOIIO, XO-
Ts1 APUCTOH Tak Hajesicsl. BripoueM, OH MOTydu Mo 3acayram.
3a Bce ero 3/101esIHUsI TPOKYPaTOp MPUTOBOPUII €r0 K CMEPTHOM
ka3Hu. K coxanenuio, nim c4actbio, ApUCTOH Ha HEW He MPUCYT-
crBoBaJl. OH, 6€3yCIIOBHO, aXaajl MECTU, HO He Takou. Ckopee
Jla’ke He MeCTH, a CIpaBelyTMBOCTH. [110X¥e JIioin TOIKHBI OBITh
HAKa3aHbl.

Camoro kenbTa ApUCTOH OTITYCTWJI, U MJIbUMK C PaioCThbIO
OTIIpaBWICS Ha3al Ha PoauHy, XOTs U npenasaraj ocTaTbCsl U B
3HaK O1arolapHOCTH CIyKUTh ApricToHy. Ho ApurcToH 3Ha, 4TO
STOT HAPOJI HE MPHBBIK CITYKUTh, TEM OOJIee — Bparam.

Mare Dmunmus ArpunnvHa ABrycra cHaOawia ApucToHa
TPAHCIIOPTOM M OXPAHOM, YTOOBI OH CMOI' OJIaroroJIy4yHO J0-
Opatbcs 1o Puma. Cama xe oHa He Tioexaia BMecTe ¢ HUM. XOTs



ObI 10 TOU MPUYKHE, YTO Ypcyna U AJpuaH cocnaiy e€ Ha TOT
OCTpOB.

M BO3MOXHO, caMoe CJIOKHOE celdac, 3TO HAauTH DMUIUS U
He nornactbest AlpyaHy Ha mia3a. MHave, B 3TOT pa3 ApucToHa
TOYHO YOBIOT.

Apucton yopai ¢ cedst onesiio u cen Ha Joxe. Kopaoib crerka
MOKAYMBAJIO HAa BOJTHAX, HO 3TO JJaKe KaK-TO YCIOKAUBAJIO.

— 4 Gecnokotoch 00 MMIEpaTope, — MPOrOBOPHII HAKOHEIl
APpHCTOH U noveca KOPOTKHUE BOJIOCH.

YTtoObI M130ABUTKLCS OT BIIEH, MTPUILIOCH TIOTHOCTBIO OOCTPHYb
30JI0ThIE JIOKOHBL. Bripouem, Apuctony craso aaxe jerye. Ciios-
HO, OH M30aBUJICS OT MPOIIUIOTO ¥ BOCTIOMUHAHUY U ceidac ObL1
HOBBIM 4esioBekoM. Kazasiock, uTo crasio jierye He ToJbKO (hu3u-
YEeCKH, HO U JyXOBHO.

AHTHOX ceJ pSIOM 1 OOHSUI JIpyra 3a TUICUH.

— He nepexuBaii, — ckazan AHTHOX. — CKOpPO Thl YBUIUIIIb
ero.

— Haperocs. ..

— NHTEpecHo, Kakoi OH, — MPOrOBOPHUII MEYTATEIbHO AHTHOX
¥ JIET 0OOpaTHO Ha MOCTeTb, MOJIOKUB PYKH IO TOJIOBY.

— Hy...— npotsiHyn ApUCTOH U YIBIOHYJICS. DTOT Pa3roBOp
ObU1 mprsiTeH emy. OH JIET pSAOM M Havasl paccKasbiBarh. — CHa-
Yajia OH KaxXeTcsl JOBOJIbHO CTPaHHbIM uyaukoM. Jlaxe pasipa-
’KaeT CBOUM peOsYecTBOM U KU3HEPaJOCTHOCThIO. Ho Koria on
YXOIWT, Thl IOHUMAEIITh, YTO TeOe ero He xBaraet. [la, BO3MOX-
HO, OH U pa3/ipakaeT MEHs U XOUeTCs KaXAblid pa3 ero rnociarb,



HO BCKOpE OCO3Haelllb, YTO O€3 Hero TBOsI )KU3Hb HAMHOTO CKYY-
Hee. OH TakoM 4eJIOBEK, KOTOPbIM IPUHOCHUT CBET, PaloCTh, CYa-
cree... Sl He 3Haw. Korna s ero Buky, s yabi0aoch. IMUIUN —
qyIeCHbIN YesnoBek. 1 51 ero 6e3ymHo J1i00110. I MHE CTBIIHO 3TO
IpU3HaBaTh, HO MOU YYBCTBAa K UMIIEPATOPYy HAMHOIO CUJIbHEE,
YeM K CBOEH JKEHE. ..

— Thl He roBOpWUIL, UTO y TeOsI €CTh KEeHA, — 3aMEeTHUT AHTHOX.

— 51 MmHOTOTO TEOE emg He cka3ai, Apyr Moi. Ho mocreneHHo,
THI BCE 000 MHE y3Haelllb.

— Hy xopomwio, Baie aBrycteMmecTBo, — OTBETHII AHTHOX U
paccmesiics. OH BCE emE He MOr IIOBEPUTh, YTO €ro JIy4llInr
APy CTaJl HACJIEJHUKOM MPECTOJIA.

Tem BpemeneM Pum ytonyn Bo TeMe. Teme Anpuana u Yp-
cyabl. KoHeuHo ke, Bce MOHMMaJM, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE MOXET
NIPaBUTh MMIIEPUEN M BCEM 3aIpaBiAIOT npenarenu. [Tpuuem,
MpaBJieHHe UX CTajlo HaMHoro xécrye. K Tomy xe, mocie Boii-
HbI OIOKETY TOCYIapCTBa ObLT HAHECEH CYNIECTBEHHBIN YIIepoO.
HecMmotpst Ha mobejry B OpUTaHCKUX BOWHAX.

Tpuym@a kak Takoro He Obut0. MIMIiepaTop 3arpeTu rnpasj-
HOBaTh OOy Haj KEeJIbTAMHU U MIPUHYAWUT BCEX HOCUTDH TPayp.
OH He MOr CMOTpETh, KaK BCE pajyloTcsl, KaK BCE CUACTIIMBBI U
cMetorcsi. OH Jake U3Aal yKa3, o KOTOPOMY KUTENIsIM 3aripe-
I1AJIOCh CMEAThCA B AHEBHOE BpeMs. KTo He noguuHsics, Tomy
mrpad. Xopouit criocod MOMoHUTh Ka3Hy.

Bce yxe naBHO MOHAIM, YTO UMIIEpaTop comen ¢ yma. Ilep-



BOE BpeMsl, OHM COOOJIE3HOBAIM €My U KaJeju, HO TOcCie Ha-
POZ IOHSI, 4TO UMIIEPATOPY ykKe He MOMOYb. OTHAKO UMIIEPHIO
BCE elé MOXKHO ObUIO criacTH. I 0TOBMIICS 0OYepeIHOM 3aroBop B
Cenare. Ho Oosblniast yacTh YUHOBHUKOB ObUIM BEPHBIMU TICAMU
Ypcybl, NO3TOMY NpPEeaNOYTEHHE BCE OTAABAIN AJIpUaHy.

Kpeon xoten nmockopee BepHyThcsl B PuM u pacckazats 060
BCcEéM aBrycty. IlepBoe Bpewms...Ho nocne toro, kak ApuCTOH
cOexaJ, U3 MopTa OH y3HaJ O HanajaeHuu u o mropme. [lo nan-
HBIM, ApHCTOH Takke norn0. KpeoH He ObLT yBepeH B 9TOU MH-
(popmaniuu u mpITaNCS BCE pa3y3HaTh, HO BO3BpallaThcs B Pum
OH MOKa He Mor. XOpoIIMX BecTel y Hero rnoka He ObL10. [a u
CTBIHO OBUIO, YTO OH CHOBA noTepsi1 ApuctoHa. Ho ocrasibHbie
BOEHAYAJIbHUKY BEPHYJIUCH JOMOM.

Hapon yxe He cuuTall CBOero uMreparopa CBOMM MOHAPXOM.
Jlaxe Korga OH MPOXOAWII MO YJIMIIE B CONPOBOXAECHUU CBOEU
OXpaHbl, K HEMY 0OpallaJIuCh Kak K MpocToMy 4enoBeky. He rmo-
KJIOHSLTUCh, He 00paIliajgy BHUMaHUE, He Ha3bIBAJIM 1O TUTYITY.
B nHapone emy naxe mamu npospuine — [ait Tubepuii dvummmii
Le3apy — CropOsmumii. Bripouem, dmunio He ObUIO IO 9TOTO
HUKaKoro fena. OH CIUIITKOM ObLT 03a004€H CBOMM TOPEM.

— Bairre aBrycrefiniectBo, — ckazan onHax sl KatoHn. BepHbiit
Y HEU3MEHHBIM BOJILHOOTITYILIEHHUK uMmeparopa. — [Ipoiiry Bac,
MOEUIbTE XOTh HEMHOTO.

DMWIUH JIekKaJl B IOCTEJH, 32K PhIBLLMCh C HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI Ofle-
SITIOM.

— ABrycT, — nnpogoykwI yropapusars KaroH. — [Tomnure, Bbt



OJHA/Ibl CKa3aJI MHE, YTO 151 BAC €JUHCTBEHHBIN CMBICIT JKU3-
HU — 3TO JAejarh gpyrux cuacrmsee? IIpexae Bcero, cBou Ha-
pon. Bel ckazamu Torma, yTo HECMOTPSl HA Ha 4TO, BBl Oynere
CTPEeMHUTHCS K cBOei 1iesin. UTo Bbl OyAeTe CHIIbHBIM, J1aXe eCiu
BECh MUP OIOYUTCS MPOTHB BAC, Bbl OyIeTe OCTABATHCS TIPEXK-
HHM aBTyCTOM, KOTOPOTO TaK BCE JIOOSAT.

SMuuii yOpas ¢ rooBbI ofiesiyio 1 nocMoTpe Ha Katona. Ero
BOJTHHCTBIE BOJIOCHI ObLIT MOKPBIMH OT TIOTa, 2 00pojia — OT CJIES.

— l'oBopu1, — oTBETHII DMUIUI CEPLE3HBIM TOHOM. B nocnen-
Hee BpeMsI roJIoC ero orpyoest U cTail XOJOTHbIM, CTIOBHO MeTaJl-
ymueckuM. — Ho g cinomuten, Karon. Cinomien! I Hukakon cro-
UIU3M MHE He nomoxeT. IlepBoe Bpems 51 Bepui1, UTO ApPHUCTO-
HYIIIKA ’KMB, HO MOTOM Ypcyja U AJlpuaH CKa3ajiu MHE, 4TO B
bpuranun nam ero Mépreoe Teno. M tam ke oXOopoHuIn.

— DTH 3Mer HApPOYMTO CKa3aJv 3TO BaM, aBIyCT, YTOOBI Cle-
nath 601bHO. Packpoiite r1a3a, 9Tv pegaTesiu XoTsT, YTOObI Bac
He cTaiio. M 310 y HMX OYTH Nony4uiock. Bac u HeT. ECTb TONb-
KO Ballla TEHb.

— Ilycts mpa3nHyOT TOrAa M JIMKYIOT, — CKa3aJl DMUIMA U
BCTas ¢ octesu. Ero Teno Obuto XyapimM 1 OJIeJHbIM, Kak y MepT-
Bena. — [lycts Bce nmpazgnytor. ITycts cmerores. ITycTs nmpa3zany-
10T TpuyM@. Tol npaB, Karon. f — sroucr.

Karon yneiOHyscst 1 3aruisican oT pagoct. Heyxenmu aBrycr
BepHYyJICs?

— Kak oTpagHo 310 cibllath OT Bac, MOM FOCHOAMH, — CKa3ajl
crapuk. — Ho kyzna BbI coOnpaetech? X0oTuTe BHIATH K HApOmy?



SDMWIUH ceJl Ha KpOoBaTh M HaYaJl 3alIHYPOBBIBATh CAIIOTH.

— Her, Karon, — orBetun M. — {1 yeszxaio.

— Ho kyna? — Yausuics Karon.

— Ha Kanpu. Tsl cam ckazai, 4yTo OT UMIepaTopa OcTaaach
JMIIb TeHb. Tak MmycTh MOSI T€Hb XOTsI Obl Oy/IET MoAasbiie OT
Puma.

— Kak noxenaere, TOMUHYC, — YHBIJIO OTBETHI KaTtoH u omy-
CTWJI TOJIOBY BHU3.

— TonpKko Thl OCTaHeNIbCA 34eCh, KaToH, — ckazan umneparop
Y HE J1aJl CTApUKY HAYETO CKa3aTb B OTBET.

Hokk

Mo npuGwITUN B Pum, Apucron ucnyraics. OH He 3Hal, KakK
orpearupyeT aBryct uiam Kucca... Uro oH um ckaxer. «Bcem
NpUBET U3 3arpodHOro Mupa?» OH Jake He MPECTaBIISIT CKOJTb-
KO rOpsi OH IIPUHEC ITUM JOJSIM.

Korga o mpu0Obul B MOpPT, €My Ka3alloch, YTO BCE OyleT BO
mpake. Kak 1 ropopuiia eMy Arpunnvza. Ho Ha ero ynusienue B
ropoze Obut npa3aHuK. [To Bcem Bua ObUTH pa3BelIeHbl TPIsH-
Jbl U3 LBETOB, BCIOY MM U TaHLEBaIU. Vrpanu My3bIKaHTHI.
JloHocunach yyzecHast My3blka, O KOTOPOl APUCTOH yxke ycren
3a0bITh.

— MHe yxe HpaBUTCS 3TOT ropo! — BocKJIMKHYn1 AHTHOX.

Ho Bcé Ob110 Kak-TO mono3puTebHO. Heyxenn vummii crat
IIPEKHUM W PELInJI YCTPOUTh IMPA3JAHUK CBOEMY Hapony? DTo



OBbLIO ObI TTPOCTO UYJECHO, 4 TOJIBLKO APHUCTOH 3HAT DMIIIHUSI.
OH Bceraa cKkpblBaJI CBOKO NeYasib MO MacKou Becesbs. TOYHO
TaK ke ¥ ceryac. BO3MOKHO, OH pelns YTO-TO CKPbITh OTO BCEX.

«IMUINIA, HAJIEIOCh, Thl HE HAJeJIaelllb [IIYIIOCTEN.»

AHTHOX TIpbITaT M Oeraj Mo yiamiiam, BecessiCh BMecTe C Ha-
pornom. KBuputbl 0OHUMaI AHTHOXA ¥ OpOCAIIU JICTIECTKH I1BE-
TOB Ha JIOPOTY.

— Yto npoucxonut? — Cnpocust ApUCTOH y OJHOTO U3 KBU-
PUTOB.

— Tpuymd, — orBetmsi MyxuuHa. — Mmneparop HakoHer
BCIIOMHWJI O CBOEM HAPOJIE M YCTPOWJI STOT MPEKPACHBIN Mpa3/i-
HUK. Ypa!

«3HAYUT, UMIIEPATOP JIOJKEH OBITh cefvac Ha TUIOIIA M. »

B conpoBoxkaeHnr HeOOJBIIIOrO 3CKOPTa BOOPYKEHHBIX BOU-
HOB, APUCTOH U AHTHOX BCKOpe N0Opaiuch 10 leHTpa Puma.
Jlioneit craHoBUIIOCH BCE OOTbile U OOJIbIIE, M BCKOPE UX CTaJIO
TaK MHOTI'O, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, €CJIM MOMbITATbCSI IPOTUCHYTHCS BIIE-
pén, To Teds1 HeTpeMeHHO 3arormayT. Hapon BcTpeyan BepeHuiry
repoeB, Onaroapst KOTOphIM ObUIa OfiepXkaHa rmodea B BOMHe.

— Anpuan! Aapuan! — Kpuuan Hapon.

— Anpuan? — YauBuics ApUcToH. — A rie umreparop?

— Nmneparop naBHO Ha octpoBe Kanpu, — OTBETWII MaJIbUUK,
KOTOPBIN CTOSIT psAAOM. XOTsI BOIPOC aIPECOBAH ObUI U HE eMy.
Ho Apucton Obi1 61aronapeH oTBeTy.

— Ha Kanpu? Ho nouemy oH yexaui, eCii JIOJKeH OBbITh 3/1€Ch?

Manbumk noxa’ rjedamu 1 nooesxat 3a (pMHUKaMu, KOTOpbIe



OecruiaTHO pa3/iaBaid Hapouy.

— O, xansBa, — cKa3aJ AHTHOX M TOXE XOTeJl MoOeKaTh, HO
APHCTOH OCTaHOBUJI €T0.

— YXonum oTciofa, — ckazan APUCTOH U OBICTPBIM I11aroM Ha-
MPABUJICS TIPOYD C IUIOLIA/IH.

— Kyna? — BoamyTtwica AHTHOX. — MbI Tonbko npunum! Jla-
Ball MOBECEIMMCS, APUCTOH.

— He ceituac, AaTnox! — I'py0o oTBeTHI APUCTOH U YCKOPHJT
CBOU HIIAr.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO YTO-TO CKOPO JOJKHO MTPOU30MTH. YUTO-
To ruioxoe. Henonpasumoe. Pasymeetcs, oH Mor Obl CHauasa rno-
exatb K Kucce u cBoemy peGEHKy, HakoHel yBuzeB ero. Ho on
sToro He caenain. BoamoxHo, Kucca ceituac Ha Tpuymde, — 1y-
Mas oH. M1 oT4yero-To oH 3Haj, YTO C HEH BCE cermdac XOpOLIO.
Yro Henb3s ckazaTh 00 umneparope. HeaBHue CHbI 3aCTaBisiv
HEBOJILHO OECTIOKOUThCH.

SMunmii He B3sUT ¢ coOoi mpertopuaniieB. Tompko KBuHT 10-
exaJl ¢ HUM. XOTb aBryCT U 3arnpeTui emy. KBUHT oKeH Obul
IPUCYTCTBOBaTh Ha TpUyMde, 3To 1 ero nodena Toxe. Ho oH He
MOT OCTaBHTh aBI'yCTa OJHOTO. DTO OBLIO MO CBOEW MPHUPOJIE Ha-
CTOALIMM MPEJATETbCTBOM.

B crapom nBopue tipana TuGepusi, ObUIO OYeHb MAJIO MPH-
cayru. OuH noBap U HeCKOJIbKO pa®oB. VI3 oxpaHbl ObLI BCEro
JMIIb HEHTYpUoH. KBUHT nopo3peBas, 4To IMUWINI YTO-TO 3a-
AyMaJl, IO3TOMY He IOKUAJI UMIIEpaTopa HU Ha CEKYHI.



OpHax[1pl, UMIIEPATOP MPOCHYJICS K MOJIYAHIO U 3ayMaJICs.
OH cujien Ha JIOKe ¥ CMOTPEJT B OKHO.

— Kakas npekpacHast ceroiHs noroja, — cka3aji uMIeparop u
YJBIOHYJICS 32 CTOJIb AJTUTENIbHOE BpeMsi. — [ITUIbI OI0T, CONTHIE
CBETUT, IEPEBbs LIYMST. A TaM, BHUZY, KYA:KaT MTUENbI, CTPEKO-
9yT [UKAJIBIL. . .JIETAOT 6a00uku. Bee maBHO MPOCHY/MCH U HAYa-
71 HOBHIM NieHb. OHM JKMBYT M HE IyMaioT o OymymieM. KuByT
HactosuM. Y oHu cuactiuBbl. Bee cuacTimBebl.

SOMUIMN HAKUHYJT OfIHY-EIMHCTBEHHYIO0 OEJIOCHEeKHYI0 TOH-
KYyI0 TYHUKY Y CBOU HEU3MEHHBIE CATlory. 3aTeM BBbIIIEN B KOPU-
nop. Ha croposke crosut 6eccmenHblii KBUHT.

Nmneparop 3amep.

— Agrycr? — OctopokHO cripocul KBUHT.

— Cupmins? — Bormpocom Ha BONIPOC OTBETWIT DMUIUKU U
yIbIOHYIICS. Momonple paObiHU Oerany U CMEesTUCh B aTPHyMe. —
ITO 3BYKM CUACTBSI.

— 4 pan, yro nepee3n Ha Karpu nomén Bam Ha nose3y, — CKa-
3aJ1 HEHTYpUOH KBUHT. — 3a cTONb JUIMTEIbHOE BpPEMS, Bbl CHOBA
yJIbIOaeTeCh.

— IToToMy 4TO cerogHsi caMmblil JIy4IlUH I€Hb B MOEU KU3HH,
KBUHT, — OTBETUT UMIIEpaToP.

KBHUHT BOIIPOCUTENBHO MOCMOTPEN HA CBOETO TOBEJIUTEIA.

— MHe cHWICS 4yJeCHbII COH, — MOSICHIIT UMIIepaTop, a 3aTeM
IENMOTOM JOOABWII: — TaM ObLT APHCTOH.

SDMUIHNA paccMesiics ¥ oOesxasl BHU3 UTpaTh ¢ padamu.

[leHyTpriOH YMUJIEHHO YIBIOHYJICS U B3AOXHYJ. HakoHer-To



UMIIEpaTOp U3JICUUIICS OT CKOPOM M CHOBA CYacT/IMB. [l Hero
DM ObUT Kak ChIH. 1 OH TOYHO Tak ke, Kak ¥ MaTb DMUINS,
3a00THJICS O HEM U PaJiel O €r0 CUacThe.

[Tocne miotHOrO 0OEaa, DMUIUU AOJITO eIIé Ty 1o camdy.
KBHHT ObLT BCE BpeMsI PsIJIOM.

— 3Haemb, KBUHT, — ckazajn Dmuiani, octaHOBUBHIUCE. OH
MOJHSUT TOJIOBY BBEPX M 3aXKMYpWICS OT COMHLA. — Mbl pef-
KO CMOTpUM Ha HeOo. He 3aMeuaeM, kakoe OHO KpacHUBOE, BOJI-
eOHoe . .. beckoneunoe. MHe MHOIIa Kaxercs, 4ro He0O — 3TO
OrpoMHBIN OKkeaH. Eciu ynereth HaBepx, Thl YTOHMIIb. A U3-
3a CWJILHOTO BETpa BOjAA He 3aToruisieT Hac. [loromy 4to HaBep-
Xy, MHE KaXeTcsl, BETep HAMHOTO CUJibHEe, 4YeM BHU3Y. [ JisHb,
KBunT. Busuiib, kak BeTep roHUT oOIauHbie Kopadiu 1o Hedy?
Emg xouy Koe-4to y3Harth, a obnaka Tsokénsie? Bupyr, 1o u
BIpaBy Kopadbiau? A Mbl BUIUM JIMIIb UX AHO? A MOXET, 9TO
3epKaJlbHOE OTpaxeHue Harero mupa? Vnm Bcé xe...Han Mup
MPEe/ICTABIISIET He map, a 00py4?

— IIpunnernc, — ckazan KBunt. — MHe kaxercsi, HeO0 — 9T0 1e-
JieHa, KoTopasi 3aKpbiBaeT ot Hac asopel IOmurepa. He nymaro,
YTO BCE TAK CJIOKHO, KaK BHI IOJIaraeTe.

— A 41O TOrNA MPEACTaBIAIT cOOOM 3BE3BI? BHITH MOXKeT,
9T0 Ay ymepunx? CMOTPAT Ha HAC. .. APUCTOH TOXE CMOTPUT
Ha MeHs?

KBUHT mompayHes OT HAMOMUHAHUS O HAC/IeJHUKE MPEeCcToa.

— Paszymeercs, — orBetrs1 KBuHT. — M1 OH X04eT, 4TOOBI BBI
ObUIM CYACT/IMBHI.



SOMUIHN CMYIIEHHO YIIBIOHYJICS ¥ TIOKPACHE, CJIOBHO TIOJIPO-
crok. OH emmg pa3 mocMoTpen Ha He0O 1 oMaxajl pyKou.

— OH He ymep, — poUIeNTajl UMIIEPATOP.

«CKOpO MBI BCTPETUMCS C TOOOH, APUCTOH.»

Kopabmpb noBe3 Apucrona u AHTHOXa 10 ocTposa. [Ipumiocsk
JI0JITO YTOBApHUBAaTh KalMTaHa CyAHA yBe3TH ux 3a 20 JeHapuesB.
Ho ¢ nomorneio fapa yoexaeHuss AHTHOXa, KallUTaH BCE e Co-
IJ1aCUJICH.

Betep ObUT CHITBHBIM U KOPaOib OBICTPO AOIUIBLI [0 MyHKTA
HasHaueHus. CoJHIIe yXke caJuiioch 32 TOPU30HT. APUCTOH JOJ-
’KeH ObL1 HATHU UMIIepaTopa eIle 10 HACTYIIJIEHUS] TEMHOTHI.

AHTHOX eJ1e ycreBaJl 3a CBOMM jpyroM. OH 6exaJ Mo CKJIOHY
ko Bopiry Tubepusi. Pazymeercs:, OH He 3HaJI, Kak OH BBIJISINT,
HO Cep/1e MOCKa3bIBAJIO, YTO OH HA MPABUJIbHOM MYTH.

— Kyna vl Tak 6exnm? — Cripocuit 3anbIXaBIinicss AHTHOX.

— Nmmneparop, — cka3zan ApucTtoH. — MHe KakeTcs OH B Oejie.

— MHe TOXe MHOTO 4Yero Kaxercs, — mpoOypuan AHTHOX. —
Hanpumep, 4TO ThI COLIEN ¢ yMa.

— Ecnu ThI ycTan, MoXkelb ocTaTbes 3[1€Ch U KaTh MEHS.

— Hy yx ner! 9 uny ¢ Todoi, u Touka!

He6o crano mypmypHO-KpacHbIM, COJHIIE YXOIWJIO 32 TOpH-
30HT. Betep crux. [Ituiisl oryero-to Toxe He nesu. CI0BHO BeCh
MU 3aMeP B OKHUJAHUU YETO-TO BAXKHOIO.

«51 naiigy 1eb6st, Dvumii. TonbKo He yXoau.»

SMuMil HUKyAa ¥ He yxonwi. Bech ieHb OH IpoOBUT Ha MTPo-



T'yJKe ¥ B KOHIIE TIOIONIEN K OOPBIBY, UTOOBI MOTI0OOBATHCS 3a-
KaTOM.

— Korna—to, BO3MOXHO, O]l 3TUM CaMBbIM JIEPEBOM, UMIIepa-
Top Tubepuii cuaen U cMOTpe, Kak Kakou-HUOYAb phlOaK, KO-
TOPBINA JIOBUJI 3/1€CH PHIOY, MPHITAeT CO CKAJIBI.

— Ja, — noarBepaun Keunt. — Wmmeparop Tubepwii Obu1
0e3yMHbBIM TUPAHOM.

— A s Toxe 6e3ymHbIi THpaH? — Cpocus HEOXKUIAHHO DMU-
Jui 1 nocMotpen Ha KBunra.

— Bo3MOXHO, BBl U1 O€3yMHBIN, Kak MHOTHE cuuTaioT. Ho sta
0e3yMHOCTb BaM MPUAAET 0COOYIO MPHUBJIEKATEIbHOCTh. DTO Ba-
1€ JOCTOMHCTBO. UTO ke Kacaercs MpaBJIeHUsI — TO Bbl HUKO-
r/1a He ObUIM U He Oynere TpaHoM. f1 3Hato Bac ¢ poxaeHus. Y
Bac J0Opoe cepilie, U Bbl BCETa CTABIIIN TPEBHIIIE BCETO CBOM
HPABCTBEHHBIE MIPUHITUIIBIL.

— Toi xopommmit yenoBek, KBUHT, — ckazan ummneparop. — boui
Obl claBHBIM MOHapXxoM. .. Hamuoro nyuinie mensi. TeOst Ob1 uc-
TOpUSI 3aTIOMHMIIA, & MEHs TIpe/iacT 3a0BEHHIO.

Wmneparop nogHssics Ha HOrv 1 nocmotpes Ha Keunra. Lien-
TYPUOH XOTeJl Ha4aTh BO3pa)aTh eMy, HO DMUIUNA 000pBaJl €ro
xectoM pyku. HabpaB n€érkue Bo3mayxa, OH PUHYJICS BIEPEN, K
caMomy OOpBIBY.

— Nmnepatop, Het! — Kpuknyn KBuHT 1 nobexarn 3a HUM.

Ho Ha camoMm kpato dmunuil octaHoBwics. LleHTyproH men-
JIEHHO HaYaJl MOJXOIUTh, HO UMIIEPATOP 3aMPeTHII eMy MPUOITHU-
KaThCS.



— He noaxonu ko MHe, — ckazas oH. — MHaue 51 yHecy u Te0st
B [IPEUCTIOIHION.

— Homunyc, He aenaite 3toro. [Ipomy Bac. Eciu BHI cripbir-
HUTE, Ballla MaTylllka He MepexuBET 3toro. Ilogymaiite o Hew.
BpI ke Bceryia ObLIM aJIbTPYUCTOM.

— Her, KBunr, — ckazan dmwmii. — Ceituac s Xo4y MoOBITh
HEeMHOro srouctoM. {1 ycran ot jozei, ot obmienus. OT 3Toro
mupa. OT ku3HU. YcTan ObiTh uMiieparopoM. Hapon HeHaBuauT
MeHs. Mosl KeHa KeJIaeT MHe cMepTy. AJJpUaH, KOTOPOTO s CUr-
TaJl CBOMM JIpyroM — npejai MeHs. Bce mensa npenanu. Bee me-
HsI HEHaBUAT. 51 ObUT HyXeH JIIb AprcTOHY. TOJIBKO OH TIOHM-
MaJl MeHs1 ¥ JiioOu no-Hacrosimemy. Ceituac ero Het. M mo6su
HeT. JIloOBU HeT — MeHs1 He cymecTByeT. [Ipoctu mensi, KBuHT.
Ho B 3TOM MUpe MeHs y:Ke HUUTO He JepXKUT. Sl HUKOMY He Hy-
*eH...Mos Muccus 3aBepuicHa.

DMUWIMI MOBEPHYJICS CIIUHOM U nocMoTpen BHU3. OH caena
11ar BOepeEN, B MYCTOTY U YCIIbIILIAT C3a/14 3HAKOMbII U IPUSTHBIN
roJIoC:

— To1 HyXeH mHe!

DM 00epHYJICs Ha3a/l.

— ApucToH?..

AHTHOX OCTaJICA CTOATH psiioM ¢ KBuHTOM, 2 ApHCTOH Mef-
JICHHBIM I1arOM CTaJl MIOAXOJUTh K UMIIepaTopy.

— DMWINI, — CKa3al ApUCTOH. — Thl He MTpeICTaBIIsIelb KaKOU
s1 IyTh TIPEOIONIEN], YTOOBI CKa3aTh — s OO0 TeOsI.

DMUIMN 3aJpoxkall B Jixopaake. OH XOTes IOWTH HaBCTpevy,



HO HOTU He ciymaiuchk ero. CrenaB ofuH 11ar, OH He MOoTepsil
PaBHOBECHE U. ..

— Ovummii! — KpukHyn ApHUCTOH.

APpHCTOH NIPbITHYJI BIEPE U YCTIEN YXBATUTh DMUIINA 3a TY-
HUKY.

— ApuCTOH, — TpoIenTan DMWIMNA IpOoKAIIMMU TyOaMu.
Cné3bl TeKJIM pyubEM U3 ero kapux mia3. OH CHOBa BCIIOMHMUII,
YTO 3HAYMUT ILJIaKaTh.

VnaB Ha KoJieHH, OH OOHsUT APHCTOHA 32 HOTU U TPOMKO 3a-
pblIaJl, CJIOBHO Majloe JUTs. APUCTOH OMYCTWICS Ha 3eMJII0 U
OOHSL1 ero.

— Bcé€ Oyner xopoiiio, — 1mernTan ApUCTOH, MOTJIaKUBas UMIIe-
paropa no rojose. — 51 31ech, 51 psIOM.

— 41 3HaJ1, YTO THI KUB, 3HaJI! A OHM HE BEPUJIU MHE. . .

— Kro? — Cnpocun 1ackoBo ApUCTOH M YJbIOHYJICS, B3SIB B
PYKH 3aIlJIaKaHHOE JIMI0 umneparopa. — HazoBu MHe ux umeHa,
U 51 OTPYOJTI0 UM TOJIOBHI.

— T'onosel? — Ilepecripocuit UMIIEPATOP U PACCMESIICA B Jia-
JOIIIKY.

DMuUIUH yibioancs v BEITUPaT ciiésbl. Ceituac OH HEBEPOSITHO
HaroMuHaJ ped€Hka. becriomorHoro pe6EéHka, KOTOpOro CUJb-
HO oOueny.

VmniepaTop B cBeTe yXOIALIETO COJHIA OCMOTpPEI HA ApH-
CTOHA Y TOIVIAIUJI €r0 CHayaJa Io JIMILY, a 3aTeM U 10 T0JIOBE.

— A rae TBOM 30/10Tble KyApu? — YAUBWICS DMUIUIN U pac-
cmesuics. — Tol moxox Ha KBuHTA.



LleHTyprOH, KOTOPBIN CTOSUT PSIOM U CITyIIal UX, HAUTPAHHO
HaXMYyPpWICS. DMWINN YBUAJEI 3TO U €IIE€ TPOMYE PACCMESICS.

OH 00HsT ApUCTOHA el€ Kperue U MOIesIoBal B IIEKY. 3aTeM
OH yBUJIEJN c3a11 (pUrypy AHTHOXa, KOTOPBIN JI0 CUX MOP CTOSLI
PAI0M 1 HaOJTIo/1a)1 32 MIUJUTMEH, He BEPsI, 9TO 3TO M €CTh CaMblid
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEK Ha 3eMJIE.

— D ThI, — 00OpaTWIICA K HEMY UMIIEpaTop.

— {-s1-9?7 — 3aukasce, NporoBopuj Ha rpe4eckoM AHTHOX, MO-
HSIB UMIIepaTopa, XOTh OH U TOBOPUJI HA JIATUHCKOM.

HimniepaTtop moMaHWII €ro majblieM K ceOe U KOrjia MajlbuiK
TOZIOMIEN OJTMoKe, OOHSLT U €ro.

— KBunr, ugn x Ham! — Ilo3Ban ero dMuimii.

CHauasa KBUHT XOTen mo cBoeMYy OOBIKHOBEHHUIO UTO-TO
OypKHYTb C HEBO3MYTHMBIM JIUIIOM M OCTaThCS B CTOPOHE, HO B
JIEVCTBUTEIBHOCTU OH ceiyac ObUT He MeHee CYACTIIUB ITUX JIIO-
neit. [ToatoMy, ocTaBUB BCE CBOM MPUHIMIIBI, OH PUCOEINHUII-
Cs1 K KOMIIAHUM U TOTYYKJT TPYIIIIOBOE TEILIO.

— Ox, BceM napio cBor oOHUMYbku! — Kpraan ummeparop. —
BecriatHple OOHUMAIIIKY, TOJIBKO CEroHs !

Bce Obutn cyacTmBbl. AHTHOX 371€Ch. APUCTOH CHOBA PSJIOM
¢ umneparopoM. mneparop cuactivb. Pumiisine toxxe. Hacnen-
HUK nMIieparopa He moru0d. OH xuB. U oH emé HamoMHUT o cele.

«MoxTa ckazaj, 4to st Oyy HeCYacTeH ¥ MEHS IOCTUTHET ro-
pe. [Toxoxe, oH Bc€ xe ommoOcs. Beap s cuactims.»

Tak myman Apuctos. Ho on cuiibHO ommmbarics. Kazanocs, Bcé
6b10 X0pormo. Jlaxe mpekpacuo. Ho Tak niam oHo ObLTO Ha ca-



MOM Jiejie? ApUCTOHY €IlE NPEICTOSIIO Y3HaTh. ..
Kowner1 BTopoi yactu.

JI71s1 IOATOTOBKM OOJIOKKHU M3/IaHUS UCTIONB30BaHA XyHOKe-
CTBEeHHas1 padoTa aBTOpa, MpeoOpa3oBaHHAS TIPU TTOMOIIH TTPO-
rpammsl poropenakropa «<FOTORAM.IO» ¢ https://fotoram.10/
artstyle/ru
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