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«[erctBO, MeHee paHHee, — MeHee Mwiio. OHO sicHee, OJVKe:
0o0pa3bl He Tak BOJIIEOHB M TyMaHHO-Besmkd. Ho, kKak u mepBoe,
M3yMJICHHOE CO3HAHME MPOCTHIX MPEIMETOB MHpa B CAMOM JaJIEKOM
AETCTBE, C PYK HAHBKH, — MNOPA3SUTEJIbHBI U TEPBLIE MBIC/IU OAJIbIIC
B30pa, MEpBOE OINyIIeHWe BEYHOW HENOHATHOCTH, yiap O CTEHY,
KOTOPYIO MBI, MOXKET OBbITh, IIEPEHIEM TOJILKO TOCIIE KOHIIA. . .»
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I

JletcTBO, MeHee paHHee, — MeHee MuJI0. OHO sicHee, ONMKe:
00pa3kl He Tak BOJIIIEOHHI M TyMaHHO-Bemkn. Ho, kak u niepoe,
U3yMJIEHHOE CO3HAHME MPOCTHIX MPEIMETOB MUPA B CAMOM J1a-
JIEKOM JIETCTBE, C PYK HSIHbKU, — TOPA3UTEJIbHBI U TEPBbIE MbIC-
JIM Jajblie B30pa, MepBOe OINIyIeHre BEYHOW HETOHSTHOCTH,
y/1ap O CTeHy, KOTOPYIO MbI, MOXET OBbITh, TIEPEHIEM TOJIBKO T0-
clie KOHIIa. X04uy TOBOPUThH TeTepb 00 ITHX MEPBBIX HEPeIMET-
HBIX YYBCTBaX U MBICJISIX HEMEPBOro JeTcTBa. Mbl UX CUMTaeM
HE CTOIIIMMH BHUMAaHHsI, 2 OHU TOJIBKO CTpaHHee, HeoOblYHee,
OJke K UCTUHHOMY — Beflb OHM OJIike K CBOEMY Hadaiy, 4eM
MBICJIY JIABHO POJIMBIIETOCS YesioBeKa. Takoi 4eJoBeK CTOUT Ha
cepeiMHe MyTH, €My paBHO AaJIeKd 00a OCTPHS KU3HU, a MYJI-
POCTh TOJIBKO TaM. $1 He 3Haj 3TOro B TO BpeMsi, 1 MHE Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO MEX]Iy MHOW U B3POCIIBIMU HE JJOJKHO OBITh OCOOEH-
HOM pazHuiibl. K ToMy ke poc s oquH, 6e3 CBEpCTHUKOB, U MaTh
MOSI HUKOTJIa He TOBOpWJIa CO MHOIO, KaKk ¢ peOeHKOM, a Kak ¢
YeJIOBEKOM paBHbIM. Eciiu 1 He TOHMMaJT M CLIOPKJI, OHA JIOJITO
U Cephe3HO OOBSCHSIIA MHE U NprdaBiisiia: «Bot Tak MHe camoit
kaxercs. [louemy Tl qymMaeiiib, 4To s OIMIMOIACH ?»



Mb1 kumu B OOJBIIOM MPOBUHIIMATBHOM TOPOJE, C KPYThI-
MU YJIMLAMU U CKBEPHOM, CKBEPHO Ha3bIBaIoLIENCs, pekou. Jlom
Hall ObUT JIBYX3TaKHBIA, KUPITMYHBIH, C PO3pavyHON OaTIoCTpa-
JIOM Ha KpbIIiie. DTOM 6aTIOCTPagaon s TOPIUIICS W JIIOOUT OTXO-
IWTH OT JIOMA, TYJIsAsl, TaK, YT00 OHa Oblia BUIHA. BHM3Y *kuia
XO3fMKa C cecTpamMu. Y XO3fWKH, CTapOil U TOJICTOM, ObLT pak
Ha Hocy. Korja s1 yBuzien ee B mepBblil pa3, HOC ObUT 00BsI3aH
Y Ka3aJiCsl OrpOMHBIM, CTpantHbM. [ToTOM MBI MOIIIM BHU3 Ha
niepBbiid ieHb [lacxu. [1axno cqoOHBIMM KpPOIIKaMH, BETYMHOM,
COXHYIIIUM CJIAIKMM TBOPOTOM U MPUTOPHBIMU MOJILCKUMU Ma-
3ypkaMH. A XO3sIiKe K TOMY BpeMeHH C/Ieaii Orneparuio, U y
Hee ObLT MPEXOPOIIEHbKUI MaJIeHbKUI HOCUK, HEMHOTO COTHY-
THIII BHU3, U TOJILKO Ha MIEPEHOCUIIE JIekKaJl KyCOUeK JIeTOHbKOM
BaTKU. XO3sIiKa MHE Ka3ajach KpacaBWIIed, U 51 IyMall O TOM,
KaK OHa JIOJDKHA OBITh TENeph CUaCTINBA.

g, Bpodem, Toxe ObLT CYACT/IMB, MOTOMY YTO MHE IOJAPUIIH
UTPYILIEYHBIN 3BEpUHEL], U B HEM $1 ITOTI0OUIT KOPUIHEBYIO, CJIeT-
Ka MOXHATYIO, CU/ISTIYI0 00€3bsIHYy, KOTOPYIO s TOTYAC JKe OT/e-
JIJT OT TIPOYMX 3BEpe, YJIOKUII B BaTy ¥ BHAYaJIe JIACKA Majlb-
1iem. §l 3HaJl, 4TO 51 MOTOM IMPHMBBIKHY K HEW — MOTOMY YTO OHA
BCE-TaKM MOSI — ¥ Pa3mo0iIio, U 3TO MEeHsI Oropyajo, — Tak MHe
ObLIO MPHUATHO JIOOUTH ee. S odyeHsb oo MaTh. f Tak ee Jmo-
Ous, 4TO J1aXke He BUAET ee JIMIA, He 3HAJI, XOPOIlla I OHa WX
JypHa, ¥ Ka)kJ0e ee CBOMCTBO, KaXJas ee yepra, Ka3ajJoch MHe,
ObUTM paBHO HeOOXOAMMBI Il Moel mooBu. Ho oHa Toxe Me-
HsI JTIOOWJIA, 11eJI0BaJIa MEHsI, TOBOPUJIa CO MHOM, MOTJIa ITyCTUTh



WIN HE MYCTUTH T'YJATh, IOAAPUTH WK HE TIONAPUTh UTPYIIKY,
U s 9yBCTBOBAJI, YTO JIIOOJIO €e WHOT/IA 32 TO, YTO OHA ITyCKaia
TYJISTh ¥ Japyiia UTPYIIKY, YYBCTBOBAJI TOXE, YTO 3TO JIIOOOBb
«HaBeYHas» U OblJ1a y MEHS ellle TOr/ia, KOraa sl HA O YeM He Jy-
MaJl, MOXaJyH, ellle paHbIlie MeHsI CaMOro OblIa — ¥ TIOTOMY JIIO-
OUTh MaTh Ka3aJlOCh MHE OCOOEHHO OOBIKHOBEHHO M HHUCKOJILKO
HE MPUATHO.

DTOM ke, HEMPUITHOM, JTIOOOBBIO, XOTSI TOPa3[l0 MEHBIIEH U
C OTTEHKOM TOBApHIIECTBA, 51 o0 Moo HaHio [omo. [Tomo s
BCer/ia MOMHWI OKoJIo cedst. OHa ObUIa KpyTJIeHbKas, MOJIO/IEHb-
Kasi, HU3€HbKOTO POCTa, C IMUPOKUM YTHHBIM HOCOM, PO30Basi,
HECMOTpsI Ha BECHYIIIKM, MUJIOBUHAS U Becesas. TeMHble BO-
JIOCHI BUJIMCh JIETKMMHM KOJIBIIAMU OKOJIO yieid. Bort, 51 mooun u
[Mosmo. Ho IMonst Toxe Obuta MHE HyXHa, OHA MTpajia CO MHOM U
HaJieBaJla MHE YYJIKH, a 00e3bsiHa OblIa, BO-TIEPBBIX, HOBasI, Cpa-
3y B3SIBIIIASICS, a, BO-BTOPBIX, HEMasi, HE MOTYIIast SIBUTh MHE HU
OJ1arolapHOCTH, HA PACTIONIOKEHHMS, U 5 JTIOOUJI ee caM JIJisI ceOst,
¥ B 3TOM OBLJIO YTO-TO TAMHCTBEHHOE. fl He urpan B 00e3bsHy,
JHEM 51 TOJIBKO CHJIEN HaJ HEIO, CJIAJKO TOMSICh U HE 3Hasl, UTo C
HEIo JieNlaTh, & BEUEPOM 3acChilajl C PaJlOCTHBIM CO3HAHUEM, UTO
OHA y MEHsI €CTb W 4TO OOJIbIIIe MHE OT Hee HUYEro He HY)KHO.
[ToToM £ CTaJ OTHANATLCS OT 00€3bSHBI, HAXO/S, YTO S CIIUIIKOM
YacToO CMOTPIO Ha Hee, a 9TO TOXe YK He TO. $1 1o 1eJIbIM THSIM He
OTKPbIBAJI KOPOOOUKH C BAaTOM, IJie OHA JieXkasia, ¥ HaCTaKaascs
TOJIBKO MBICJIBIO O Hell. Ml HUKOT/Ia Tak CHIILHO Y TIPUSITHO €€ He
mMoOwWII, Kak B TO BpeMsi. MHe Ob1o OOIBHO pa3mio0isTh, 3a0bl-



BaTh JIIOOOBB K 00e3bsiHe. Ho B 3TO BpeMs oTell prHeC MHE HO-
mep «HuBbl». Tam Obla KAPTUHKA: 03€PO ¢ HABUCIIUMH UBAMH,
JIO[Ka, U B JIOJKE JIEBYIIKa B OEJIOM IUIaThe CTPAHHOTO (hacoHa.
MHe MoHpaBUIIOCh U 03€poO, 1 AEBYIIIKA. 5 yHec KapTUHKY K cee.



I

MB&I cunienu 3a 06€10M U €1 pSAOIHUKOB.

Oten, MOH (51 €ro BUIEN PEAKO M OTHOCUJICA K HEMY C paB-
HOJIYyILIMEM) TOJbKO 4TO BepHyIcs U3 «[lanaTtel» um 0 yeM-To ¢
OKUBJICHHEM paccKa3blBaJl MaTepy. 5l HUKOTIA HEe CITyIIal STUX
paccka3oB. OH rOBOPHJI TOYHO O He 00 00IIeM, a O TOM, YTO Ka-
CaJI0Ch TOJIBKO €r0 M MOTJIO OBITh MOHSTO UM OJIHHIM, 2 BOBCE He
BCEMU JIIOABMH. $1 yAMBIISUICS, YTO MaTh CIIYIIAET 9TH, HAIETO
He3Havalye Aj1s Hee cjoBa. 1 paBHOAYIIHO OONTaa HOraMU U
CJIeIJI, KaK OTell, B TIbUTY Pa3roBopa, W MOBTOPSS: «...A OH B
9TO BpeMs IHUIIET EMY: TaK-TO U TaK-TO. ..», — IPOBOIUT BUJIKOW
OBICTPO TIO CKaTepTH, 3yOIIbl BUJIKH HETUISIOT CKATEPTh U OCTaB-
JISIIOT HA HeW 9yTh 3aMETHBIN IIEPOXOBATHIN CIIEI.

Tak kak yepHyio Marity, rOpHHYHYIO, HEJABHO PacCUMTAIM 32
rpy6octb, To npuciyxkusaia [lons. Xenroe curiieBoe marbe y
Hee IIypIIaio, Ha TPYAX TONOPIIMINCH OOOPKH NIepeJHUKA, pac-
KpacHeBIeecs JIMIO B BECHYIIIKAX BbIpakkaso ycepaue. S cMot-
peJ1, Kak OHa MojiHeca 000 K MOeMy OTILy U KJaja, TIoKa OH
JOJIrO TIpEiCMaTpUBaJICcs ¥ BRIOMpat. [lons ycrana nepxarsb, U Ts-
*Kenoe Omoo ciierka konedanocsk. Hakowerr, 51 yBuzen, Kak oTerl
B3sJ1 Kycok. Koxa, mpoxapeHHast 1 ciepHyTasi, clierka oOHaKa-
na Genoe, HeXKHOE, Kak IyX, Msico. f1 ele norisaen Ha oTia, Ha
I[Momo, Ha psiOuMKa, U BIPYT TAKHE CMEIIHBIE MBICIU TPUIILTHA
MHE B TOJIOBY, UTO s HE yAepXKaJcs M YCMEXHYJICs TpoMKo. OTert



He JIIOOWJT, YTOOBI XOXOTaId OSCIPUYMHHO, a 51 He JIIOOWJI C HUM
pa3roBapuBaTh, MOITOMY sI [IOCKOPEE 3aKPbLT POT PYKOIO U CAe-
JIaJ BUJI, YTO HUKYJIA HE CMOTPIO.

Ho orer yxe 3amMeTi1 1, 0OpaTUBIIMCH KO MHE, CTPOTO CIIPO-
CHUIT:

— O yeM THI?

Y MeHs ObUTO OOJIBIIIOE KEJIaHUE cKaszaTh: «Tak», WK co-
BCEM HMYEro He CKa3aTb, HO 3TO MPEACTABJISIOCh HEBO3MOXK-
HBIM. MaTb TOBOpUJIa MHE, YTO JITYT TOJIBKO IETH, U AyPHBIE IETH
IIPUTOM, a YTO TaK Kak s HUKOT/IA He JITY, TO OHa U 0OpaInaercs
CO MHOIO, KaK ¢ paBHbIM. EnuHas ke HempaBaa MorJia npeBpa-
TUTh MEeHs B peOeHKa, 1 MaMa TiepecTaia Obl CMOTPETh Ha MEHS,
KaK Ha 4JeJIoBeKa.

— CMenIHbIe MBIC/IY TTPUILILTA B TOJIOBY, — CKazall 1. Otel| Helo-
BOJIBHO KaIlUTSIHYJI.

— Kakwue xe 310 Takue MbIcin?

XOTsI MHE U HE XOTeJIOCh TOBOPUTD C OTIIOM, HO B 9TY MUHYTY
S OISITH BCLIOMHWJI CBOYM MBICJTA M 3aCMESIICS.

— Jliogu ommbatotcs, — ckazan s. — Bot, Mama MHe pacckasbl-
Baja... Sl He cmopuy Toraa, HO S YK BHUJEI, YTO OHO He Tak. Sl
Y TIpaB, a OHa He TpaBa.

— Jla B ueM Aeno? — HeTepneauBO KPUKHYI OTell.

— YT0 3TO THI KpUUUILIb, Tana? f v Tak ckaxy. Eciu bl MHE He
BEpHIIIb, — MPUOABUII 51 C TOCTOMHCTBOM, — TO MOXEIIIb Y MaMbl
CIIPOCHTB, OHA 371eCh. TOJBKO CTPAHHO, €CJIM Thl MHE HE BEPHIIIb.
S He HauUMHAaJT pa3roBOPA, HO €CJIU Thl XOUElllb 3HaTh, TO BOT: Ma-



Ma MHE KakK-To OOBSICHSIIa, YTO BCe TBOpeHHs boxuii paBHbl. U
XOTsI Cpa3y BUJIHO, YTO OHU HE PaBHBI, HO 3TO OyATO ObI TOJIb-
KO KakeTcsl, a BHyTpU Bce paBHbl. M uto Bor cnipaBennms. A s
CMOTpeJ, KaK BCe JeNIaeTcs, U noaymait: rje xe paBHbl? OmHO
TBOPEHUE 3a CTOJIOM CUJIUT — 3TO Thl, M1a1a; Ipyroe eMy mnojaer,
ciyxut — 370 [lons; a TpeThbe TBOpeHUe C:KAPEHHOE, ero eIsiT —
psi6umk. BOT 51 ¥ mogymMaJt: 3HaUMT, HEPaBHBI, TOTOMY UTO €CJTH O
PaBHBI — TO HECTIPABEAIUBO. Sl Mame 3TO XOTel moce, 0e3 Teds,
CKa3arh.

Mama paccepauiiach, K MOEMY U3yMJIEHHIO, OOJIBIIIE OTIIA.

4l XoTen HavaTh C HEW Crop, HO OHA BeJiesia MHe MoTJaTh. $1
He 00uesICs, IOTOMY UTO IpaB/ia Obljla HA MOEH CTOPOHE, TOJb-
KO MOKaJI IUIeYaMHU |, KOraa KOHYHICH 00€e, OE3MOJIBHO ITOLIENT
B TOCTHHYIO, B YTOJI K OKHY, M PacroIOkKWICS TaM B Kpecie. [o-
CTHHAS OT/AENISIACH OT 3aJIbl JIEPEBSHHOW apKOM, HO MeHSI He Obl-
JIO BUJTHO M3 MOETO yIJia. Sl CHOKOMHO Jiexkal U, yxe 3a0bIB O pa-
BEHCTBE M HEPABEHCTBE, PA3MBIIIUIS, [IOYEMY C HACTYIJICHUEM
aBryCTa CTAJIM MEMO HAaC BO3WTh Bce OOJbIe 1 OosbIie TpoOoB,
YTO TAaKOE XOJiepa, U OTYEro JIAU OOATCS CMEPTU U MEPTBELIOB ?
B npomiom mecsie y Hac ymep Kyuep Anjapei.  xomauit ero
CMOTpETh B IBOPHULIKYIO, 1 OH MHE OU€Hb MOHpaBMiIcs. KuBoi
OH OBLJT KPACHBI, CITIOHSIBBIN, TIOUTH BCET/IA TIbSIHBINA, C HATUTHI-
MU KpoBbio mazaMu. OH BeYHO OECITOKOWIICS, ObUT HEJJOBOJICH
Y pyrajicsl XpUIsiiiMu U POKOYYIIIMMU CJI0BaMU, KOTOpbIe BCe
Ha3bIBAJIM HEMPUJIMYHBIMUA M KOTOPbIE €My CaMOMYy ObUIH, OYe-
BUJIHO, HETIPUSITHBL. Terepp ke, yMepInid, OH Jiexkal OeJlblil 1



CTIOKOMHBIN, ¥ TAKOW KPACUBBIN, KAKUM ellle HUKOT/Ia He ObIBAJL.
Ha Bup oH ka3ajncsi HEOOBIKHOBEHHO JIOBOJIBHBIM, U SI TIOPAJIO-
BaJics 3a Hero. YTo ke Kacaercs JIo ajia, Kyaa AHapest OyaTo Obl
MOUUTIOT, TO 3TOMY $ TIOJIOKUTEILHO HE MOr BepuTh. Heyxenu
Bor, KoTopsIii ToOpee Bcex JofIel, COracriIcsl My4uTh AHApest
BEYHO 32 HEMPUJIMYHBIE CIIOBA M 32 BOAKY? DTO OBl U YEIOBEK
noMy4us Ja 1 npoctui. A He 1o uto bor. Bor cpasy mpoctur,
3TO ¥ TOBOPUTH HEUETO.

Mowu pa3mbliliuieHHs1 ObLIM IPEPBaHBI TOJIOCOM OTIIA, KOTOPBIA
U3-3a CTOJIA MPHUIIET C CUTapOd B 3aJly, NMPOTYJIMBAJICS TaM U3
yIJia B yroj ¥ criopui ¢ Matepbio. OHa, s 3HaJ, CHJIeNia Ha CBOeM
OOBIYHOM MeCTe, 32 pabOYUM CTOJIMKOM.

— DTO COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOKHO, — TOBOPWII OTell. — Thl U3
Hero czienana ypona. Pasee 3to pebeHok? Emy Hy)xHO B OaOKu
UTpath Ja MOPKH OOATHCS, a ThI UyTh C HUM HE Ha BbI, PacCyk/a-
elib ¢ HUM bor 3HaeT o yem, BOMIa eMy B TOJIOBY, YTO OH YeJIOo-
BeK, KOTJIa ero OT MOy He BU/IaTh, CKOPO OOSITHCSI €70 CTaHEIIb. . .
Packaelbcs, 1a No31HO. DTOro, Apyr Mou, TBOero putocoda 1a
HEXKEeHKY TOBApUIIM B TUMHA3WU TaK OyTh OyAyT, 4TO BPSI JI
y HEro rojioBa Ha IJiedax ocraHercsl. KHUru eMy Bce Jaelllb 4u-
TaTh, Aa eie oObscHsens! Hy pa3Be oH MOXeT UX MOHUMATh?

Mawma 4yTO-TO BO3pasuJjia, HO THXO, U 51 He paccibimal. Keraru
CKa3aTh, 51 ObLJI BOBCE HE HEXEHKA, pOC 3JOPOBBIM M KPENKUM
MaJIbUMKOM, OOJIBIIIUM HE TIO JIETaM.

Orern, oHaKo, ele TOBOPWII, s iepecTal ObUIO CIYIIaTh, HO
BIPYT HOBOE CJIOBO MPUBJIEKJIO MOE BHUMAaHUE.



— Kak xouellib, MaTyIlKka, B TAHCUOH — TaK B MAHCUOH. {1, To-
JKaJlyH, COIJIaCeH, YTO B TMMHA3UIO €My paHo. Bcsikas nepemena
eMy nojie3Ha. TBOsl cucTeMa BOCIMTAHWSI MHE KaKeTCsl HeJIENOu,
W3BUHU MEHS, XOTs s 1 1aJl CJIOBO He BMeluBarbesi. Hanmpumep,
9T0 yOeXJEeHUE, UTO TAKOMY MAJIBIITY BO3MOKHO BCET/Ia /1aBaTh
npaBauBbie 00BbsiICHeHHs1! MaJio i OH 0 yeM OyJieT CriparmBaTh!
Her, netrsm nrats Hago! He Golics, oHU BceMy BepsIT.

— Bon oHO uT0! — mogymait s oouxkeHHsId. — JIrars! Xopoin
6oubioi vyenoBek! Hukorma He craHy ¢ HUIM TOBOPHTb.

— He mory # 3toro, — orsevasia mama. — He crany nepen pe-
OEHKOM yHUXkKaThCsl. UTo 51 3HaI0, TO M OH MOXET 3HaTh. HUCKOIb-
KO OH He IJTyTiee MeHsl, TOJIbKO HeomnbITHee. Paau aToro s u yuy,
U 00BSICHSIO0, CKOMBbKO yMew. Ho s roToBa crenats Tebe ycTym-
Ky, S OTHAM €ro B MAHCHMOH APTEMbEBOU, MOEU noapyru. Mel
BMeCTe yunnch B MOCKBe, XOTsI OHa B CTapIIMX KJjaccax Obuia.
Jluaun MiBaHOBHE 5 oBepsio, a Bute cienyer noBuaarh Jojaeu,
MOYYUTHCS] HE OTHOMY.

— Eie He 3axoueT OH B MAaHCHUOH, yNpalivMBaTh MPUAETCS, —
HayaJl OTel HACMEIUIUBO.

Ho Tyt 5, ycraB noaciaymmBaTh (yKacHO 3TO MHE HE HPaBU-
JIOCB), BBIIIIENT U3 TOCTUHOM.

— VI3BuHUTE, Nana, Mama, — cKazaJ 5. — Sl HeyastHHO CoibIai,
YTO Bbl TOBOpUTE. S XOTEN BBIUTH, HO ITOTOM, HE 3HAIO KaK, OCTaJI-
cs u ciyimai. OT4yero Thl IyMaelllb, rana, 4to sl He 3aX04y B MaH-
cuoH? SI mame OBEpPsAI0, U €CJIM OHA XOYET, TO IYCTh A U1y B
MaHCHOH. Sl TeOs1 OropumII, YTO CPaBHUII C PIOYMKOM, HO THI TO-



ke, rmara, He mpaB nepeno MHou. [Toromy 4to s1 He Xouy Tebs
0OMaHBIBATh, & THI XOYEIIIb.

[Mana xoTes onsATh paccepiuThCs U 3aKpUYaTh, HO Mama B 3Ty
MUHYTY TPUTSAHYJIA MEHs 32 PyKaB, MOLIEI0Baja M cKa3aja CTpo-
ro:

— JloBOJIBHO pa3roBopoB u ccop. U Thl He mpaB, THI MOACITY-
nmBal. Crynan k Ione, urpat wim ynrail. O naHCHOHE MBI T10-
TOBOPHM.

4 Toryac xe BbIOeKal U HE CIIBIXaJ OOJIbIIE CJIOB OTIA. B ner-
ckoii [lomm ve ObuI0. £ Jer Ha crou, moArnep rojJoBy pyKaMu H,
HarieBasi, CMOTpeJI Ha YJIMIYy B OKHO. TaM CBETHJIO XKeJITOe COJTH-
1e, 6exann codaku, UM U exasu moau. [TpoHnecau 6esbiii rpoo,
¥ OH JIONTO KoJieOaJicsl HaJl TOJIOBaMH Jiiofield Oe3 INarok, a Jy-
YK COJHITA OJIECTeNIM B KUCTAX. S yman o maHCHOHe, O Mame,
o Tlone v O IIagKOM IJIMHSAHOM KyBINMHUYUWKE, KOTOpbiid [loss
MHe TIprHecIa Buepa. S momoOm1 KyBIIMHYKK, TIOTOXKUIT €0 B
SIMOYKY TTOJ] TIOAYIIIKY U PaJOBAJICS TETEPh MBICIBIO, YTO OH Y
MeHS eCThb. Sl Aymast 0 TOM, KaKue JIOAU CYACT/IMBbIC U KaK XO-
porto uM xuTh. C caMOro Havyajia B paio aHTeJIbUUKAMHU, — 3TO 51
3HaJ TBepao. [ToToM poxaaioTcs, pacTyT, HAUMHAIOT BEC BUAETh
¥ oHUMaTh. MoryT moouTh, Kak 51 Mmamy u [lomo, u ux moosT.
Ects ere pazHbie 00€3bSHKH, KYBIIIMHBI, KAPTUHKHA — UX MOXHO
JOOUTH OCOOCHHO, PaJIoBaThCsl, UTO OHU Aajieko. HerpusaTHo,
npaB/ia, pa3moOsaTh, — HO OMSITh YTO-HUOY/Ib HAJIEIIb U MOJTI0-
OMIIlb. A MOTOM MPUAET CMEPTh, CETaeIbCs CIIOKOWHBIM, Oe-
JIbIM, KPACUBBIM, ¥ TIOHECYT TeOsI C MOYETOM B OJIeCTsIIEeM rpode.



Bor npoctut, ecnu aenan Hexopollo, U omsATh Oyaeb B pao. U
y MEHs J1ake B TPYAH CKAJIOCh OT PAIOCTH, YTO 5 TOXKE YEJIOBEK,
Y TOXKE CYACTIIMB, KaK U BCE JIIO/IN.



1

B KoHIIe aBrycra MeHs OTAaJId B MTAHCUOH. DTO ObLT MAHCHOH,
COOCTBEHHO, ISl IEBOYEK, HO B MPUTOTOBUTEILHOM KJiacce Obl-
JIO 1BA MAJIbYMKA, KPOME MEHS: CbIH Ha4aJIbHULIBL, JInaun MBa-
HOBHBI, — Bacsl, rojom crapiiie MeHsl, BBICOKHIA, YIIIACThIi, XUTPO
¥ 3JI00HO YJIBIOAIONITUICS, 1 3aTeM ChIH HAIIIEro yUuTellsl TAHIIEB,
3aIyraHHbIA U TAKOUN OJIEIHBIN MAJIbUMK, UTO Y HETO JIake BEeKU
ObLTM MCCUHS-TIPO3payHble. MHe Ka3aaock CoBEpIIEHHO Oe3pas-
JIMYHBIM, Y4YYCh JIM S C IEBOUKAMM WJIM C MaJIbUMKaMH. JleBouek
s He Tpe3upal, ’kajesa TOJbKO HEMHOTO, YTO UM TPYIHO B 100-
Kax JieJiaTb TMMHACTUKY. MHOTIUe ke I€BOYKU MHE Ka3aJIUCh XO-
POIIEHbKUMU ¥ MUJIBIMU, ¥ YYWJIACh OHU XOpPOIIo. SI ckopo mo
pyccKoMy SI3BIKY, apudmeTtunke, reorpacdpun u 3akoHy boxbemy
niepelies U3 MPUroToBUTEILHOIO BO BTOPOM KJIacc, TAe CUAETU
JeBOYKH TOOOJbIIE W TMTOyMHee. MeHsI M3yMJISIO TOJIBKO, YTO
KaX[IBII pa3, Korja Kakoi-HUOY/Ib yUUTENb CTAaBUII JJBOWKY, Je-
BOYKa HAYMHAJIa TPOMKO IJIaKaTh, a yUYUTe b Mepernpanisii Oasul.
[ToBTOPSAIOCH 9TO UyTh HE BCSAKHUM JIEHb U BCErlla TOYb-B-TOUYb
OIMHAKOBO. YuuTesh ObUT y HAC OJIMH, KpoMe OaTIoNIKU, HO Oa-
TIOIIKA JIa’Ke U He MbITAJICS] HUKOMY CTaBUTH JABa. 51 He momyJat
JIBOMKU, TIOTOMY UTO Teorpadusi U pyCCKUN SA3bIK MEHsI 3aHMMa-
JI1, HO TBEPIO pelIn, eCu Mojydy, He 3arulakaTb U MPOMOJI-
vatb. C Baceii s1 oOparascs BexmBo, HO xomnonHo. Korna ke o
B3IyMaJI PaThCs, s MOOKMIT €ro, IOTOMY UTO OKa3aJicsl CUJIbHEe.



Hac o6ounx Hakazaid, TO €CTh IIOCTABWJIM TI0 yIJlaM B KOMHarte
Jlupuu MIBaHOBHBI, re OBUIO TEIUIO, YIOTHO M BECeso, MOTOMY
yto cama Jluaus ViBaHOBHA MuUja TYT Ke Yail ¢ KaKOK-TO CBOei
3HAKOMOW M BCE BpeMsl ¢ Hell OofTana.

V JIngun ViBaHoBHBI Oblj1a JUIMHHASA IIEsI, TOJICTBIM HOC C 00-
pomaBkou u xenTbie 3yosl. Ho, XoTst oHa moxonwuiia Ha Bacio, -
110 ee, KOrJia OHa yJIbi0ajiach, MHE HPaBUJIOCh, — TAKOE OBLIIO J00-
poe. Bacs momupuiics co MHOM U CKa3all, YTO OH JAEpeTcs C ro-
psi, IOTOMY YTO OYEHb CTHITHO MYKUMHE YUUTHCS B JEBUUbEM
MAHCHMOHE, W OH cTpaaaeT. OH mpudaBUiI, YTO BCE PABHO ITOTO
He TiepeHeceT U yOexuT. MHe CTajlo ero Kajko, HO TOpIO ero s
COUYYBCTBOBATb HE MOT, [IOTOMY YTO OHO MHE Ka3aJIOCh B3JIOPOM.
He Bce im paBHO, riie YUUThCS, U HE BCE JIU PAaBHO, MAJIbYUKHU
wim aeBouku? $1 moOw u Tex, u Apyrux. Majpuuku ere xyxe
HEMHOT'0: OHM JIEpyTCs W, TJIaBHOE, HU C TOro HU ¢ cero. 51 He
MIOHMMAJT, 3a4eM JIPaThCs, ¥ HE OYEHb JIIOOUJT IPaThCs, XOTH, €C-
JIM MEeHs 3aJIeBaJIv, CITyCKYy He JaBaJl — 3TO OBLIO TOJBKO CIIpa-
BEJIJINBO.

— ThI cKaxu, MOMPOOYH, KOMY-HUOY/Tb, UTO ThI C ICBUOHKAMU
yUHIIbcs, — yoeskaan MmeHs: Bacs. — 3acmelor.

— Jla 9T0 % TyT cMemHoro?

— VX 9TOro He 3Hal0, a TOJILKO YHU3UTEJIbHO, U 3aCMEET Kak-
i, U moower.

— [To0neT, 1 4 ero MookIo.

— A KOJIM OH CHJIbHEN TeOs?

— IMycTte TOTIA OBET, TOIBKO OH BCE-TaKM Oy/eT He MpaB, a 5



pasB.

Bacs 0310061eHHO Maxast pyko# v yxoawui ot MeHsl. C CBIHOM
yUHUTeJIsl TAHIIEB 51 HE TOBOPHT; OH MEHs MOYEMY-TO CHIJIBHO 00-
sauicda. B mancuone g Obu1 Henbii AeHb. [Tocie 00ena JIunnsa MBa-
HOBHa Opasia MeHs K cebe, caxkaia Ha KOJIEHH, 1eJIoBajia, KOp-
Muja ppykramu v KoH(pekTamu. Korga k Hel puxoguiiy roctu,
OHAa paccKasblBajla UM PO MOIO MaTh, MPO TO, KAK OHU BMECTE
YUUJIUCh — XOTSI OHU, COOCTBEHHO, M HE BMECTE YUHIIUCh, MIOTO-
my uto Jlunus MiBanoBHa ObUIa ropasao crapiie Moew MaTep, —
U Kak oHa, Jluius ViBaHOBHa, TIOOUT MOIO MaTh U MeHsl. §1 dyB-
CTBOBAJI y/IOBOJILCTBUE U O1arofapHOCTh U MHE XOTEJIOCh CaMO-
My JiIoOuTh 70Opyto JInawio MiBaHOBHY.

Beuepom 3a mHou npuxoauia most [ons. A kupascs k Heit co
BCEX HOT, IOTOMY UTO BCe-TaKU CKyJaJl B TaHCHUOHE, a [Tosist Obiia
TakKasi IPYUBbIYHAS, IOMAIIIHSISA, 1aXJIa CMETAHHBIMMU JIENIEIIIKaMH1
¥ KymMadoM, U, IJIaBHOe, Bcs Oblia Mosi. MHe O4eHb HpPaBUJIOChH
cos3HaHwue, 4to [lons — Mosl, CITy’KUT MHE, JTIOOUT MEHsI, YXakKu-
BAET 32 MHOM U JIOJIKHA MEHS CIIyIIaTbcs. 3a TO, YTO OHA MOs, 5
ocobeHHO HesxHO Jioow [Tomo. Kpome Toro, MHe Ka3aiock, 4to
MBI C HEl BO MHOT'OM TOXOXMU: $I CJIbIILIAJT OJHAX/Ibl, KAK MamMa
CIpaImBaa, MoyeMy OHa He IIbeT ceOe JIMIIOBOE IJIaThe, KOTO-
poe OHa €M MojapwiIa K MPa3JHUKY M KOTOPOE TaK B MaTepuu
U JIeXKUT B ee cyHayke. [lons oTBeqasia, 4yTo el MaTepusi OUYeHb
HPaBUTCS U UTO el «XkaJib» IIUTh U3 Hee iatbe. U g nomymait:
BEPOSATHO, [10J1s1 MOOUT CBOIO MaTepHIo, KakK s TIOOUT 00e3bsTHKY
Y KYBIIMHYMK; MHE CTaJI0O COBCEM IMOHATHO, YTO OHA HE MOXET



CIIIUTH TUIaThe ¥ HOCHUTD €ro, MoKa He pa3mioOnT. S meITaics aa-
e roBopuTh ¢ [lorneit 06 3ToM, HO OHa TOJIBKO CMESIIACh.

— Yro 3710 BHI, OaTiomKa! YTo OHA, YeroBeKk — MaTepusi-To?
Kak s eme ee moouts Oyay? [mynocteii monaBbigymaete! Kpa-
CHBasi OHa OYeHb, HE M0 MHE, TaK U Xkayelo muTh. Collbellb, a
HaJIeTh U HEKYy/a.

[To Takum ykjioHUMBBIM [lOoJMHBIM OTBETaM $1 PelIWI, 4TO
OHa, MOKATYH, IEACTBUTENILHO JIIOOUT MaTepPHIO, KaK 51 00e3bsiHY
JIIOOWIT, ¥ TOJIBKO HE XOYET IIPU3HATHCS, UTO 5 BIIOJHE OIPaB/Ibl-
BaJI ¥ IOHMMAJT, IIOTOMY YTO $1 ¥ CaM TIATEeJbHO CKPBIBAT BCET/Ia
CBOIO JIIOOOBB, MTOKA OHA HE MPOXOAUSIA, U, KaXKeTcsl, ymep Obl OT
CThIIA, €CJTU O TIPUITLIOCh TOBOPUTH O HEM, XOTb ¢ MaTepblo. MaTth
3HAJIa O MOWX YBJICUEHUSIX, M SI TBEPAO BEPWJI, YTO OHA TIOHM-
MaeT MeHs. §l MpocTo roBOpuUJI €il: a BOT, Mama, Thl MHE B IPO-
IIUIOM Tofy cTafo nopapuia. Tak s Tam kopoBy JIykaBky 00w,
Oenylo, ¢ KpacHbIMHU MATHAMH. TOJNBKO OHA K pyKaM JIMIUIA OT
KPAacKH, OTTOTO I €€ pa3JIioOuII.

— A IOMHMIITB, — TOBOPHJIA MaMa, — ThI JIIOOUJT YEPHYIO TOJIOBY
y Aeayliky B kabuHerte, nof ctekjoM? 4 eme tebe Bce xotena
CKa3aTh, C KOTO 3TO BBIJIMTO, & Thl 3AKUMAJI YIIIH, a IMOCJIe OKa3a-
JIOCh, 4TO THI €€ JIIOOWI.

— Hy, s Ob11 MasieHbKMIA TOTa, — BO3pAXKa 51, UICKPEHHO He
MOHMMAsI, KaK s MOT JTIOOUTh HEKPACHBYIO YEPHYIO FOJIOBY B Ka-
momoHe. f 3Han Tenepk, YTO 3TO OICT, BHUIMTHIA U3 Meau, U
npezcTapisier oH CaBoHApOITy, KOTOPBIN MPOIOBEAOBAI TIOCTBI
U TOCTTYIIIaHUE, 32 YTO €ro M COXIJIM KMBBIM Ha KocTpe. Mama



MHE YacTO paccKasblBasia PO HEro, HO OH MHE He HPaBWIICS, U
s paJIOBAJICS, YTO KOTAA JIOOWII €r0 YepHYIO TOJIOBY, TO HE 3HAJ
HM €ro MIMeHH, HA BCel ero UCTOPHHU.

Crosina oceHb, U JHU ObUTM TEpEeMEHHbIe: TO IeJN J0XK/b,
TO BeTep pBaj oOjaka B KJIOUbsl M OOHaXas 3eJieHoe, OJie/THoe,
OYeHb XOJI0HOe He0Oo. B oMH 13 Takux BeuepoB, mocie JOXKA,
Mbl U ¢ [loneit u3 nancuoHa. MHe ObUIO TPYCTHO, TOTOMY YTO
CEerofHs1 B KJlacce y4uTesb OOBSICHSI U3 reorpauu MIMpPOTY,
JOJITOTY W TPAIYCHl, a 1 HU4Yero He MoHs1. [lake neBouku (51 mo-
HEMHOTY HAUMHAJI JTyMaTh, YTO OHU TJTyTiee MaJTbYUKOB) TIOHSIIIH,
a s He TIOHSUI, a KOT/Ia yYMTelh B KOHIIE CKa3aJl, YTO B CYITHOCTH
HUKAKOT0 9KBATOpa J1aXe U HET, U YTOObl Mbl He 3a0bIBAJIM, YTO
3TO «BOOOpaXaeMble JIMHUM», TO 51 TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO HUKOT/IA
HIuero He nonmy. BooOpaxkaembie? U HaBepHo ner? Torma 3a-
gyeM ke 310 Bce? Ecmu 6 comMHeBaThCcsi MOXKHO OBUIO, €CTh MJIH
HEeT, Hy TOr/a MycTh, TOTAA Jaxe Jydilne. A To HaBepHO HeT. He
X04uy BOOOpaxarh, €CJIi HaBEPHO.

Sl mymast Tak 1OTo, UTO CTasl y’Ke COMHEBAThCS, €CTh JI TOU-
HO Y BCE 3BE3/Ibl, U TAKOE JIN OOJIBIIIOE COJTHIIE, KaK HAC yUrn. 51
OYeHb JIIOOUJT Y3HABATh BCE MPO 3BE3/Ibl, U MHE CTAJI0 BECEJIO MpU
MBICJTH, UTO WX, TIOKAIYi, HET, U 4TO TO Hem3BecTHO. Ho 310
MOXeT ObITh HET, & 3eMHOW OCH Y MEPUANAHOB HABEPHO HET... U
s C HEroIOBaHMEM OTKHMHYJI BCSKUE MOMBIIIIIEHHS O HUX.

A 3amerwmi, yto u [lons Kazanach CKy4HOW WJIM CEPOUTOM.
['yObl OHa nepkaia Briepell, OeClOKOMHO MUTaJIa TJIa3aMy 1 Tak
paccessHHO BeJla MEHs 32 PyKy, YTO MHE MPUXOIMJIOCh YacTo



IIPBITaTh C TPOTYapa U HATBIKAThCS HA (DOHAPHBIE CTOJIOHL.

— Hy, 4uT0 310 ¢ TOOON? — CKa3anm 51 Kampu3HO. — Meuraern!
He Buauiib, kyga ugens! YyTh ceryac o Jiomab He MonaJiu.

— Huuero He monanu, a BbI MAMUIM Obl MEHbIIIE, BOT YTO! —
BIPYT OTpbI3HY/IACh MOs HIHS. — CHJI HET HUKAKUX C 9TUM pe-
6enkom. Yto aa uro, ga o yem aymaenib? Hu o yem! Hudero co
MHOM! MaJio Kakux HENPUATHOCTEN, BCETO-TO MAJIEHbKUM MaJlb-
YMKaM ¥ TOBOPUTh — HE MEPECKaKEIIb!

4 odueHb n3ymuiicsl HempuBbIYHOMY TOHY [1oSIM M HUCKOJIBKO
He oOupesncs, a B3BOJHOBAJICA. BeposATHO, cydmsioch 4TO-HU-
Oy/1b OYEHb IJIOXO0€, IOTOMY UTO MHAYe OHa He cTajia Obl Tak Io-
BOPUTb CO MHOIO. MBI BOIIUIM Ha MOCT. BHU3y nexana Oypas,
CJIerKa pa3/MBIIASCA OT JI0K/IEN, HO BCe-TaKU MeJIKasi, peKa, 3a-
COpEHHasi TIo KpasiM, B TPA3HBIX Oeperax. 3eleHOBaTO-KPACHBIN
3aKaT CKBO3b YEPHBIE, PBAHBIE Ty4X OCBEILAJ €€ XOJIOAHO U YHBI-
50. Huzkwii, eqsHoi BeTep Ayl CKBO3b NEpUjIa MOCTA.

— Ckaxu MHe, noxanyicrta, [lons,, — Hauan s cepbe3Ho, —
CKaXH, UTO CITyYHJIOCh? BeposTHO, TPUTOTOBIISIETCS YTO-HUOYIb
xyznoe. S Beapb BUKY, Kakoe y Tedst ckyyHoe 0. CKaxu, 0 Yem
THI Tymaenib? Clbliaia 9To-HuOyIb ?

— Mauto s uto 4 iy ? — otBevasia [ons, xors u Hetepre-
JIMBO, HO cAepkaHHee. — bel-To Ha cBeTe — He MPUOABIIATS.

— Her, 1ol ckaxu, ckaxu! — Monun s1. — Yto, Hanpumep?

[lons TouHO 3asymasiach HA MUHYTY, [IOTOM BIpPYT, C OYEHb
CEPbE3HBIM JIMLIOM, IIPOU3HECIA:

— Bor, Hantpumep, komeTa. {1 Bech 3amep.



— Komera? I'ne komera? Kakaa?

— Hy, yx Kakas — He 3Hai0. A TOJIbKO CJIbIIIIAJIA, IaBeya Iana
C MaMo¥i TOBOpUJIM — SIBUTCSI KomeTa. M Oyner mo HeOy TyJsTh
KaX]pli BeUyep, MOKa He MPOoIajeT.

B niepByto MuUHYTY 51 ObUI TakK MOpakeH, YTO He HaIlleN CJIOB,
a KOrJa HakOHell PacKpbul pOT AJIs JaJIbHEUIIUX BOIIPOCOB, TO
HEBOJILHO OCTAaHOBWJICSI U HE CKa3asl HU4ero. To, 4to s yBUIell,
MOpa3wyio MeHs HOBbIM yauBiieHueM. Jluiio I[onu, 3a cekyHay
riepes1 TeM 3710€, BCTPEBOKEHHOE, HEMPUSITHOE, C BHITSTYCHHBIMU
ry0amu, BAPYT CIAEIAIOCh COBCEM UHBIM, U TAKMM CBETJIBIM, KaK
OyATO Tyuu cpa3y pa3opBaJIKCh Mepell 3aXOAUM COJHIEM, U
JIyd yTaj Ha 3To Juiio. ['yObl HOTeMHeNH, HO3PU PaCIIPHIIUCH,
u Bes [lons caenanace npyroii [loneit, KOTopyio s ellle HUKOraa
He Bujien. OHa yJIeIOHYIach M, He TJIs/Is1, TOKJIOHUJIACh KOMY-TO.
Korja s moBepHyJ1 roJIOBY, 51 3aMETHJI TOJIBKO yAISIONTyocs (hu-
I'Yypy MY>KUYMHBI, B YEPHOM, C JKEJITBIMA KaHTUKaMH, MajIbTO, Ha-
JeToM BHaKuJKY. 51 xoren Obutio cripocuts [omo, KoMy 310 OHa
MOKJIOHWJIACh, HO BAPYT pa3ayMal U CIIPOCHJI HEYBEPEHHO:

— A 310 XyZ0, KOMeTa?

— Yro? — cnpocuia [onsa. OHa Bee ele ynpi0anach U CMOT-
pesia MUMO MEHSI.

— Kowmera, s roBopio, Kk xyay?

— Kakas komera? — Tak e paccestHHO-1ackoBo cripocuiia [o-
ns. Y BApyT, CIIOXBATHUBIIKCH, CTapasich XMYPHUTh OpOBH, 100a-
Buia: — Koneuno, xyno! Takue Gosbiiiie BBIPOCIIH, U TOTO Aaxke
He 3Haete! Xyno, Hexopomo!



SI BcMaTpuBasicst B ee po30BOe JIMIIO, He TIepecTaBIee YJIbl-
0aThCsl, ¥ CITIPOCHJI OMSITh, C HEBOJIBHBIM COMHEHUEM:
— A MOKeT, U He OueHb Xyn0, a? He oyensb xyno, [Tons?



IV

Llenblii Beuep s ObLT MOJYATIMB M CKYY€H, M BCE XOTeN U He
CMeJl CIIPOCUTh MaMy 0 komere. Yrto kacaerca [lommHoro imna,
TO, TOAYMaB 00 3TOM MPHCTATBHO, 5 TIOHSUT, YTO ¥ CIIPAIIUBATH
HeJIb3s1, HE O YeM, TOTOMY UYTO B CYIIIHOCTH HUYEro U He Oblio. U
3TO Ka3aJI0Ch OYE€Hb CTPAHHBIM: ObLJI0, a €CJIU MPEACTaBUTh cele,
YTO CHpAIMBAEIb CJIOBAMH, TO Cpa3y HUYETO U HET.

W 5 cran mymats ToIbKO 0 KoMeTe. [Ipomasces ¢ mamon nepen
CHOM, £, HAKOHEll, PEIINJIC U CKa3al:

— Mawma, ckaxu, npasja, 4To UJIET KoMeTa?

— Komera? Yo, 310 Bam yuuTenb 0ObSICHSLI?

— Her, He yunrens... A kakas oHa, MaMa, komera?

— PasBe Tb1 He 3Haeb? Beap Bbl, KaxeTcs, MPOXOAUIN. 3BE3-
Ibl C IJIMHHBIM, IIPO3PAa4YHBIM XBOCTOM. . .

N mama pacckaszana MHe o komete. Ckaszasa, 4To 3Ta — BO3-
BpalaeTcsi Yepes3 MIeCThAECT CEMb JIET, YTO OHA OYEeHb OOJIbIIIAS
Y YK€ BUJIHA.

— CerogHs 001a4HO, TEMHO, — 3aKJIIOYMJIA Mama, — a 3aBTpa,
eciu Oynet xoporas rnorofa, s Teds ormyuty ¢ [loneii Ha ynuiry
BEUEPOM — IMOMIOOYHCS, KON TaK HHTEPECYEIIbCS.

— Mama, a BOT roBOpAT elle, 4TO 3TO He K A00py...

— 910 B370p, MWiIbI. Kakoe neno komere 1O HAC M HAIIMX
6en? Uner cebe oHa CBOUM ITyTeM, IMPOUIET MUMO U CKPOETCHI.
Kro Bepur, — nmoxairyid, TOMy U K Xy#y, [IOTOMY 4TO BE/b KaX-



JIOMY TIO €r0O Bepe CITyJaeTcs.

$1 He TIOHST ¥ XOTeJ CIPOCUTD, TIOYEMY 3TO, HO He CIPOCHIL,
pelvB caM CHavaJia MojJymMath, Tak Jiu oHo. Ho komera Haros-
HslJIa MOIO JIyIITy Y’KacoM, KOTOPOTO £ ellle HUKOraa He 3Ham. U s
He Oell, ero mpeapeKkaeMbIX, 0osics, a ee camon. [Tons pasznena
MEHSI, TOBOPIJIA MHE YTO-TO, HO I CJTYIIIAJT TUIOXO, 3aHSATHIN CBO-
VMU MBICJISIMU, U JJake He B3IJISTHYJI, KaKoe y Hee Tereph JIUIIO.
Jlosiro He MOT 3aCHYTh, a KOIJa 3aCHYJI, TO MHE CHUJIOCH, UTO f
JIeKy B CBOEH MocTes Oe3 IBUKEeHUS], C 3aKPHITBIMU IJ1a3aMU, 1
BCE-TaK! BUKY, UTO B OKHO JIETCKOW CMOTPHT OOJIbINIAst KOMETa,
OJM3Kast, CTpalHas ¥ CBeT/ias. .. 51 3Halo, 4To 3TO K Xy/dy, U CH-
JIIOCh OTKPBITH TJ1a3a, U BCe-TAaKW HE MOTY... YTPOM CTpax IMpo-
IIeJ, Ha JyIIe CTaJIO CIIOKOMHee, HO KomeTa Oblia CO MHOIO, U 1
HU O YeM He AyMaJl, KpOMe Hee.

B 3TOT IeHb IMKTAHT MOW OKa3aJIiCs U3 PyK BOH IJIOXUM. Y4H-
TeJIb, KOT/Ia 10 OOBIKHOBEHUIO TI0C/Ie YPOKa OKPYXKWJIU €r0, 4To-
OBl BUJIETh, KAKHE OH CTABUT KOMY OTMETKH, B I'pade MpOTHB MO-
€ro UMEHHU BBIBEJI JIBA U OCTAHOBUJICS HA MUHYTY. 5 mocMoTpen
Ha MOIO JJBOMKY C PaBHOAYIIIHBIM ITPEe3pEeHUeM M He TIOIyMaJl 3a-
TJIaKaTh. ITO YAMBUWIO M ke CMYTHIO yuuTens. OH B3MISHY
Ha MEHs C OXHJIaHHUeM, HO sI Moyyasl. MHe ObUIO pelmTesbHO
Bce paBHO. Torma yuurenb 3aTOPONWICS U CAEJIal BUJ, UTO TIO
MOEMY TOpI0 BCE-TaK MPOIIAeT MEHSI.

— Hy tpm, Tpu ¢ MuHycoMm, — GOpMOTasl OH, TIepeYepKUBast
KJIETKY. — 3aT0 yX Briepesi — 4ToOH. .. CTapaTbCs HAJIO.

$1 moxas mieyamMu U OTOILLEN OT CTOJIa.



Beuepom, nepes caMbiM 3aKaToM, MbI OIATH 1M ¢ [oseit o
Mocty. Mou BeuepHHe ykackl HaaBuraauch. He6o craHoBUIIOCH
BCE UMIlle, 00IaKa MeJIJIEHHO BBITSTUBAJIMCH M YXOWUJIH, U I 3HAI,
YTO Mama BEYEPOM, KOIJa CTaHET TEMHO, MOIUIET MEHS CMOT-
peTh KoMeTy. Komera HerpeMeHHO OyzieT. A 51 He XO4y ¥ He MOTY
ee BueTh. Ckasarh jke Mame, Kak st OTHOIITYCh K KOMeTe, MHe Obl-
JIO HEBO3MOXHO — He 3Hato, otyero. Ho snyuine ymepers. S men
Y HaThIKaJICA Ha CTONObI U TyMOBI, He B noporu. Bapyr Io-
JIUH TOJIOC, — ¥ CTPaHHbIN, TIEBYUYHiA, HOCOBOM KAKOM-TO, — BBIBEI
MeH U3 3a0yMuuBOCTU. S mogHsut rnasa. Ilonsa rosopuiia He co
MHOU. OHa BeJsla MEHS 3a PyKy, HO HE CMOTpEJIa B MOIO CTOPOHY
¥ TOYHO COBCeM 3a0bl1a 000 MHE. PsioM ¢ Heil e TOT camblii
BBICOKHMI YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM MAJIBTO C JKEJITBIMU KaHTaMH, KOTO-
POro Mbl BCTPETWIU U Buepa Ha mocTy. OH roBopuJ uto-To [lo-
Jie, HaKJIOHSISICh K Hel, MOTOMY 4TO ee TojioBa Oblla emMy eBa Mo
wieyo, a y [Tonu O6bL10 OMATH TAaKOE Ke CTPAHHOE, CBETIIOE JIULIO,
Kak Buepa. 1 onsith 3T0 M0 MHE HE MOHPABUJIOCh, KaK HE HPa-
BUJICA TATYYMH T'OJIOC, KOTOPOTO S COBCEM He y3HaBasl. S mpu-
cranbHO paccMmarpuBan [lonuHoro 3Hakomia. ¥ Hero ObUT HOC
I'PaHOYKaMU, HE COBCEM KPYIJIblil, OUEHb OTKPBITHIE, BHITYKJIbIE
J1a3a, royooBaThie, M TyObl TPEYTOJIbHUKOM, OOJBIIINE U Upe3-
BBIYAITHO PO30OBBIE. §l TOMHIO, UTO HUKOI/IA HE BUAAT TAKUX PO-
30BBIX I'yO, — HE KpacHble HUCKOJIBKO, a PO30BbIe, KaK IIUIMOB-
HUK, UM elle y 0a0d Takue 1iaThs npa3aHuYHble ObBaoT. [y-
OBl 3TH IIJTM CWJIBHO BIIEpe/l, a Ha BEPXHEW poc OesIoBaThId MyX,
cBemiee KOoxkU. Takoil xke myx ObLT Koe-Tjie M Ha IIeKax, KOTo-



pble HENPUATHO KPYIJIUINCh, TOUHO HAJIUTHIE. 3AMETUB, UTO 51 HA
HEro Tak MPUCTAJIbHO CMOTPIO, OH MPUTIOAHST (DYPaXKy U MPO-
U3HEC, CJIeTKa Y/IbIOasiCh:

— OueHb NpUSTHO NMO3HAKOMUTHCS.

— 910 Menentuit Hukonaesuy, Burenbka, — 3aroopua Ilo-
JI. TOPOILIMBO, OOpariasich KO MHE TaK K€ CJIaJKO, TeM Ke
HENPUATHBIM, HOCOBBIM T'OJIOCOM, KakuM roBopuja ¢ MeneH-
th-eM. — OHM Ha Tenerpade ciayxat. 3HaeTe, T/ie Mbl C BAMH OblI-
7, 6alyIIKe JIenenty OTIPABIISLIIN, ellle MallIMHKA CTyJalla: TUK-
THK. ..

B nocneqnux crnopax Ilonu onsATe ObLIO UTO-TO HEMPUBBIY-
Hoe. Hukorya oHa He roBOpujIa CO MHOM Tak, TOUHO C JIBYXJIET-
HUM MJajieHrieM. M g joragasics, 4To OHa OIsTh 000 MHE COBCEM
HE yMaeT, Kak Oy/ITo MeHsI HeT U He ObLIO.

— Bor, 3axouTe eliie Korja-HuOy b, — MPpou3Hec MesieHTui. —
4 mory neHTy nokasarb. BecbMa MHTEpECHO /J1s1 pa3BUTOTO Ye-
JIOBEKaA.

[omoc y MenenTtusi Obl1 IOBOJIBHO TMPUSATHBINA, TOBOPUIJI OH
TOYHO C JIETKOM HACMEIIKOM.

Sl HUYero He OTBETUII ¥ MPOIOJIKAJT CJICIUTh 32 HUM IJIa3aMU.
On onsath 3aropopuii ¢ [loneit, U Tak TUXO, UTO s, Jaxe MPUCITY-
IIMBasIiCh, HE MOT HMYETo pa3o0paTh, OCOOCHHO 3a CTYKOM KO-
nec. Bripouewm, 51 yJIOBUIJI CJIOBO «KOMeTa», MpousHeceHHoe [1o-
JIel BCIe/I 3a CJIOBOM «CETOJHS», U 3TO Cpa3y BEpHYJIO MeHS K
MOMM CTpaxaM U COMHEHbSIM.

MeneHTui NpoCTUIICS C HAMU HE Y CaMOro JIoMa, a 3a YIJIOM.



DTO MHE MOKa3aJI0Ch CTPAHHBIM, HO 1 HUYero He ckaszai. [lomsa
BCE BpEMsI 3aroBapvBajia CO MHOU, HO s1 OTMAJIYMBAJICS: U CBOU
JieJla MeHsI TPeBOXWIH, U oT [Tonu ObUIo Kak-To OOUIHO U Oec-
MOKOWHO.

3a yaem g moirgai Toxe. M ronosa 0osesia HEMHOIO, U OKHU-
Janve namyumwio. Hakonen marb ckazana:

— Tel, Buts, xoten komeTy nocMorpers. M3 OKOH ee Teneps,
He BUJIHO, a BOT norau ¢ [losieit Ha 1BOp, WM 1O TUIOIIAAM ITPOW-
JIUTECHh — MOrojia npeKpacHasi. Thl 310poOB?

— Ila, s 3mopoB. ['ooBa TOIBKO OOIUT.

— Huuero, emie syure Oyaer. Crymnaiire.

[ons1 TOPOIUIMBO M pacCesiHHO CTajla MEHs OfIEBATh.

— Houblo-TO rynaTh TOXe OmMacHo ObIBaeT, — rOBOpWJIA OHA
OBICTPO, HE TO CMYITIEHHO, HE TO CEPIUTO. — Ma3ypHKu Toxe Opo-
JAT. XOpOIIIO, KOJIU KTO BCTPETUTCS], IPOBOAUTH MOIPOCUM. ..

Houb Obuia TeMHasi, sicHasi, M BBEPXY, JOJKHO ObITh, BCE 3BE3-
JIbl Ka3aJIUCh KPYNHbIMU. B Ty cekyH[y, KaK s BbILLIEN HA YJIUILY
¥ HEeYasHHO YBUJAJ KYCOK TEMHO-CHMHEro HeOa, s yKe TBepIo
3HaJ, 4To Oyay Jenath. 1 penmi He CMOTpeTh Ha KomeTy. MHe
Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO €CJIM 51 €€ HE YBUXKY, TO OHA CO MHOM HUYETO HE
crnenaet. M Bce cuiibl MOM OBUIM HampaBJIeHBl HA TO, YTOOBI HE
YBUJATh €€ KaK-HUOYb HEYasTHHO W YTOOBI IIPU 3TOM HHUKTO He
3aMETUJI, 4TO 51 HA HEe He CMOTPIO.

MBbI niepeceky yauily U MPOLUIX 3a YIojl, Ha TUIOIIA/Ib.

— Cmorpure, cMoTpute, Butenska, — ropopuia Ilons. — Bon
OHa Kakasi, komeTa-To! Batiomku, moimHe6a XBOCTOM-TO TTOKPbI-



na! 3Be3nouku cmereT, eil-bory! Her, yx 310 3HameHue, TyT u
CIIOPUTBCS HEYero!

4l obparun nuno K HeOy U 3aKkpbUT I1a3a. MHe Ka3anock, 4To
KOMeTa IPOHU3bIBAET JTy4YaMU MOU BEKH, HO, BEPOSITHO, 3TO ObLI
CBET OT (pOHAPsi, OKOJIO KOTOPOTO MbI CTOSUIM. $1 3HAN, 4TO CTO-
UT MHE OTKPBITh IJIa3a, U s YBUKY ee. M Bce Oyner KoHUeHo. 5
yoTpeOsIsiT BETUKKUE YCUITUS, YTOOBI HE OTKPBIThH I71a3, U UTO-TO
CTY4aJIO B IOJIOBY U B IPyldb, — BEPHO, CEPALIE.

— BecbMa uHTEpECHO M yX)acHO, — mporosopuJia [osns coBcem
JPYTUM TOJIOCOM. ¥l CKOJIB3HYJI B30POM IO 3€MJIE M TOTYAC KE
yBuza1 okoso [TomrHOM 100KH BHICOKHE CAIlory U TIOJTbI Ye€pHO-
IO pacnaxHyTOro najbTo. $l MOHSI, YTO 3TO ONATh MeJeHTU.
MBpI nonutu Bce BMecTe. MeneHTUi pOMKO paccyk/J1ail O KoMe-
T€, CIIPOCUJI MEHS O YEM-TO — 51 eMy OTBETWI, I BHM3. []o-
TOM OH cTaJl roBopuTs ¢ [lonew, a 4 cirymain, Kak CTy4uT cepate,
U My4MJIcs, yaepxkuBas ceOst oT B3opa HaBepx. Ha moBoporax s
COBCEM 3aKpbIBAJI [Ia3a U HECKOJIbKO pa3 4yTb He ynaj. Korma
51 CMOTpEJI BJIEBO, HA TEMHBIE CTEHBI JIOMOB, MHE BCE-TaKH Ka3a-
JIOCh, UTO 51 BUXKY «€€» KpaeMm IJla3a, UM yKe BUJAEN, Korja rne-
pesent B3I, [logbesspl U JIECTHULIBI, KA3aJI0Ch, OTPAXal ee
ayuu. Torga s fymasn B OTYasiHUM, UYTO BCE PaBHO BCE KOHUEHO,
YTO YK JIyyllle 1 MOCMOTPIo IpsAMo. Ho B mocnenHion ceKyHay
PELIMMOCTb OBJIA/IEBAJIA MHOM, U 5 1a)K€ PYKOU TUIOTHO IIPUK PbI-
BaJI I71a3a, yke He 3a00Tsch, uTo 3ameTut [lons. OHa, Bipoyem,
COBepIIIEHHO 3a0bl1a 000 MHE.

S B3goxHyN cBOOOAHO Ha JyiecTHuIle. [lepen camoii TBEphIO



[lons BOpYr OCTaHOBUJIACK.

— Bpl, Butenska, Jiydinie He TOBOPUTE MaMe, YTO HAC ITPOBO-
kan Menentuir HukonaeBud. 1o OYEHb XOPOIIO, YTO OHU HAC
IIPOBOXKAJIY, [IOTOMY YTO MAJIO JIM HOYBIO Ha YIMLAX... A TOJIBKO
BBl BCE-TaK/ HE TOBOPUTE: Mama €IlE IOIyMaloT, YTO 3TO MbI U3-
32 HUX TaK MMO3JHO IPOTyJIsiy, a s, BOT en-bory xe, u Hu cHOM
HU JIyXOM He 3HaJia, Ja U YTO MHe?..

Omna ocraHoBUJIachk. {1 B3IVIsAHY/I HA HEE C U3YMJIEHUEM U CKa-
3aUL:

— Jla MHe Bce paBHO.

4 xoten mpubGaBUTH, YTO OH KaKOK-TO MPOTHBHBIN, MeeH-
T, — HO yZIEpXKaJICS ¥ IIPSMO JIPOILLIEN B JETCKY10. Mama cripo-
CWJIa MEHs, IOHPABUJIACh JIM MHE KOMETA U IJI€ MBIl TaK JI0JIIO
IIPOMAJAIIN.

Sl ckazau1, 4TO OUYEHB IOHPABWIIACH, U [IOKPACHEI, TIOTOMY YTO
cosral.
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Ha npyroii ieHp 1 Ha TpeTuil s He MOLIeN] B TAHCHUOH: Y Me-
Hs Oonesnio ropno. BepHo, mpoctyawicst Torga Bedepom. Hebo
OIATh 3aBOJIOKJIOCh Ty4aMH, Il JIOKIUK, HOUM CTOSUIM Takue
YepHble, UTO Jaske eBa OrHU (hoHapei ObLIM BUJHbI U3 OKOH. YT-
JIOBasi KOMHATa BBIXO/IMJIA HA IUIoagb. S cuen Ha MOJOKOHHHU-
K€ ¥ CMOTpeJ Ha HU3KHUe, ObIcTpo Oeryiye Tydn. CMepKaiocs,
1 HeOo errle mocepenno. MHe ObLIO CKYYHO ¥ TaJIKO, ¥ B TeJie ObLT
KaKOM-TO CThIA, U 51 BCE JiyMas U HE MOT PelINTh, IOYeMy 5 —
s1. MHoro e Jtofieil, Ho Bce OHU — He $1, a 1 UIMEHHO 1, a 1 —
3TO coBceM ocoOeHHoe. .. U Tosbko onHo. Bot Ilons, Hanpumep:
¥ TIOXO0a Ha MeHs1 OblIa, ¥ MOsI ObLIa, ¥ 51 ee JIIOOWJI, ¥ BAPYT BCe
U3MEHWJIOCH. §1 He 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO U3MEHWUJIOCh; 51 YyBCTBOBAJI
TOJIBKO, YTO MBI C HEH CTAJIN Yy KUMH U JAJIEKUMHU, HEHYKHbIMU
apyr apyry. I MHe nenanochk 37100HO U 1ocagHO, KOrja s Ha4u-
HaJI TyMaTh 00 3TOM.

Kto-TO THXO BoIien B komHary. 1 o6epuysics u yBuaan [omo.
Ona nogxoawia ¢ BUHOBAaTO-paJJOCTHBIM JIMLIOM. $1 xoTes pac-
CepaMThCs, HO OHA YJIbIOaack, KMBajla MHE TOJIOBOH U IIeNTaa:

— Ioxamnynre-ka cioga... [Toxanynre Ha MUHYTOUKY. . .

4 cne3 ¢ okHa u nomen 3a Heto. [lanbl 1 MaMbl He ObLIO JO-
Ma. CHIIBHO TEMHEJI0, HO OTHS HUT/e He 3akuraiu. [loms ¢ Top-
JKECTBYIOIIEN M XUTPOU YJIBIOKOM Besla MeHs 10 BCeM KOMHa-
TaM. Mbl MMHOBAaJIY MIEPEJHION0 U BOILUIY B IeBUYbl0. HaBcTpeuy,



U3-3a CTOJIA, TIOKPBITOTO OEJION CKATepThIO M OCBEILIEHHOTO sIp-
KO CTEHHOM JIaMIIOH, TTOJHsJIach BbICOKas purypa Menenrtus. B
CTOpOHeE # yBUAE] Kyxapky CtenaHuy U HeJaBHO HAHATYIO I'Op-
HUYHYI0 PeKiylly, MOKXWIYIO IEBYILKY.

— Moe nourenue, — ckazan Menentuil. — CIIbIaj, 4TO BbI
6onbHBL. Becbma HempusTHas uctopus. Bot, s ocmenwics. ..
U3 YBAKEHHUS K BalllUM ycriexaM no yuyenuwo... U1 kak Ilenares
JMuTpreBHa MHE TOBOPHJIA, YTO Bbl 000OKaeTe nmucarth. .. [To3Bo-
Jo ce6e TPEroIHECTH.

MeneHTuid IpOTArMBaJl MHE TOHEHBKYIO TOUYEHYIO PYUKY IJIS
nepa, KOCTsIHYI0, KpacHyIo ¢ OesbiM. Pydka Bcst Oblla U3 HaBUH-
YEeHHBIX IIUIIEYeK U JIeTleleyek, TO KPacHsbIX, To Oesbix. Kpome
Hee, MesleHTHii Jepkai emie TeTpaab B OyMaKHOM IeperieTe
C 30JIOTBIMH BBITYKJIBIMHA Pa3BOJAMH U C HAKJIEEHHOU OBAJIbHOM
KAPTUHKOM — PO3aHOM — [TOCEPEIUHE.

Sl B3471 pyuKy M TeTpajpb, MOKPACHEJ U CKa3aJl criacuoo.

Bemm MHe He HpaBUIHMCh, a MeJIeHTHs 1 JKaJIKo He ObLIO, — ST
He JIIOOWJT ero po3oBbie TpeyroibHble Tyosl. Ho cimydaiino s mo-
cmotpedn Ha [Tommo: y Hee ObUIO TaKOe JIMIIO, TOYHO OHA XOUeT 3a-
IUIAKaTh OT CTpaxa, YTO MHE HE MIOHPAaBATCS NOAAPKH, TOUYHO 3TO
1151 Hee BaKHee BCero Ha ceete. S Opocuics K Heil, moreIoBa
ee, OMATh CKa3aJl «CracuO0» U BHIOEKAT U3 AEBUYbCH, TPUKHU-
Masi K Tpyau TETPAIKYy.

B 3ane Obut0 coBceM TeMHO. S1 mpoOupasicst onsATh Tyja xe,
B yroByo. [IpoGeskaB 3amy ¥ rOCTUHYIO, 51 TIOILIEJ TUIIIE U Me[I-
JeHHo, tymas o Ilorne, o ToM, Kakue y Hee ceivac ObUIM I71a3a,



KOTJIa OHAa CMOTpeJIa Ha PYyUKY U TETPAJIKY, s TIOJIOIIEN K OKHY U
B3IJISIHYJT BBepX. Tam mepe]] BeuepoM Io3ajiu cepble Ty4H, U 5
DJIs/Ie)T, Kakve OHM HU3KHUe | Tsokkue. Ho Teneps Tyd He ObLUIO.
Hccuns-yepHoe HeOO, UMCTOE 1 XOJIOTHOE, PACCTUIIANIOCH TTepe
okHOM. M mpsiMO Ha MeHs ¢ 3TOro HeOa CMOTpea IbIITHAS 1
KpoTKasi, OeIHO-30510Tast 3Be3a. [looca mpo3payHoro, Geno-
BaTOr'0 CBETA, pacIIMpssCh U ocnadbeBasi, HUCTIAAaIa OT Hee K ro-
PHU3OHTY, HE TIPSIMO, a JIETKO M BO3IYIIIHO OKPYIJISIsCh. VI CKBO3b
9TO MOJIOYHOE, TOHKOE, KaK Iap, OKPhIBAJIO BUAHBI ObUIHA Iy Th-
9yTh JAPYTUe, MaJeHbKUE, MEPIAOIINE 3BE3IbI.

o 6omm nprkvMasi K TPy TeTPaJKy, 1 CMOTPEJI, He OTPbI-
Bas 11a3, Ha KoMeTy. U dero s 6osiicsa? 3auem Oexan u OTBEp-
ThIBAJICSI OT Hee? BoH oHa Kakasl, mpokas, Tuxas... Her B el
HUKAKOTO Xy/a, U He MOXeT ObITh. Muiasi, ¥ 1ajieko OHa Kak, 5
3HAI0, YTO JIAJIEKO, a YyBCTBYIO, TOYHO OHA CO MHOM. .. 5 omsaTh
BcrioMum Tlommo. OHa miakajia ceidac, 00sCh, UYTO MHE HE I0-
HpaBATCSI MeJleHTheBbl MOoJapKu. MHe 3aX0TeloCh Ha MUHYTY,
9TOOBI €l TaK ke ObLJIO XOPOIIO, €CITU ITO MOXKHO, KaK MHE Te-
nepb. S monaro cMoTpen B riasa OeHO-30JI0TOM 3BE3/IE U I1j1a-
KaJl TOXeE.



VI

Mars peruia He OChUIaTh MeHsI Oosblile B MaHcUOH. Eii ka-
3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO yPHO BJIMSIET U HA MOU XapakTep, U Ha 3[10PO-
Bbe. S ObuT pan. Llenpie Beuepa s mpoBoAMI Oe3 OrHs, HA OKHE
B YIJIOBOH, CJie/isl 32 KOMETOM. f 3HaJl, 4TO OHa CKOpO YHET, HO
He oropyasicst 3TuM. OHa yiiner, Ho oHa OyJeT, — 9TO TOJIBKO $
niepecTany ee BUIETh. S moka Oyay o Hell aymaTh, a MOTOM OHA
BepHeTcs. Uepe3 MHOTO JIET, IpaBJa, HO He Bce Jid paBHO? Bep-
HETCsl — U ONATh YUJET, M onsATh BepHeTcs. Kak 3to xopomo! f
He OO0sUICS, YTO Pa3Io0III0 KOMETY, KaK paHbllle MHOTOE pasioo-
a1, $1 3Ha, 9TO ee — He pas3ooIo.

Tonbko oOmayHble HOUYM Tevanuid MeHs. OHM COBCeM Ha-
IPacHO OTHUMAJM y MeHs komeTy. OHa Obula TIOKa 3/1eChb, HO
HEBUIHAA CKBO3b OOJIAUHBIA CJION.

Mawma ckasana MHe, 4to 1o BBIXOOUT 3aMy) M 4YTO 3aBTpa
OyzieT oOpydeHre. DTo MOPa3WIO MeHs TITyOOKO U Ka3aJioCch MHE
COBEPIIEHHO HETIOHATHBIM. $1 3a0bU1, KaK kaJsies v ee, U TeTpaj-
Ky C Py4KOHM B TOT Be4ep, KOIja B NEPBbII pa3 yBUJAI KOMETY.
OnsTh 3T0 MHE Ka3aJI0Ch TPOTUBHBIM U JOCA/IHBIM, IJIABHOE —
MeneHTui, 3a KOTOPOro OHAa U BBIXOAWIA 3aMyX. 3aMyxk! D10
eme yro? Xoauaa 3a MHOM, JIoOWIa MeHs, BAPYI SIBWICS Ka-
Koii-To Menentuid, u [onsi, KoTopast Be4HO ObUIa MOSI, CKayeT
K 3TOMy Mep3koMy Menentuio. I pesen ot 3710¢TH Lesioe yTpo,
YTKHYBIINCH B oaywiky. S pymai, uro Ilonsd, yBugas Moe pac-



CTPOKCTBO, OoTKaxeTcss oT Menentus. Ho ona xoquia 3a MHOM
KpacHasi, CMyIlIeHHasi, OTOPYEHHAs!, BCAYECKH yTelllajia MEHs1, HO
Y He MojiyMajia OTKa3aTbCsl.

[ocne 3aBTpaka npuiiLia Mare, a Ilons kyna-to ucuesna. Ma-
Ma ceJjia OKOJIO MO€M MOCTeNM U CKa3ala CePhe3HbIM I'OJIOCOM:

— 4 nymana, uto Thl pasyMHee, Buts. Sl noBepHy k Heu JMLIO.

— Jla g yx He ruiauy. Tsl, Mama, U3BUHU. TOJILKO COIJIACUCH,
YTO 3TO rajiko ¢ ee ctopoHsl. Hy, s Mory ele noHsTh, Hy MyCTh
oHa moouT MenenTusi, HO 3aMyk-To K yemy? Yro 310 eme? Her,
Mama, Kak Thl ce0Oe Xouelllb, a Bacsi maHCMOHCKUI TIpaBIy TOBO-
WL, UTO BCE KEHILMHBI, BO-TIEPBBIX, 37Ibl, & BO-BTOPBIX, IJTYIIbL.
['naBHOE, 1 HE MOT'Y IOHATD. . .

— Yero xe Thl HE MOXeEIIIb ITOHSAThH? — CIPOCKJIa MaMa CIIOKOM-
HO.

— la BOT, 3a4eM OHa HEMPEMEHHO 3aMyxk ..

— OHa mo6ut MeneHTusi, Be/ib Thl ke 3Haelllb. .. S BCKounn B
BOJIHEHUH U CeJl Ha MOCTEJIN.

— Her, nocimymaii, mama. O6bsicHE MHe 9TO pa3 HaBceraa. Kak
oHa ero JiroouT? Beap Bce MOXKHO 00bsicHUTB. He io0uT e oHa
ero, Kak MeHs, Wiu Kak s Tebsa. Mbl ¢ ToOoi Bcerna BMecTe, a
MeneHTuid A1 Hee BAPYT B3sUICS, BOT Kak, IOMHHUIIIb, Y MEHS
00e3bsTHKa ObLTa, 1 00€3bsTHKY JTI0OMIT?

TyT 51 NOKpacHe, MOTOMY 4TO TyMaJsl O KOMETe.

— Wnu eie, — mpofosKa s TUIIE, — YEPHYIO TOJIOBY JIIOOWIL. . .
A TOTOM MUMO Hac Jama Ipoe3xkaljia B CBOEeU KOJISICKE, IILISI-
Ka TeMHO-po30Bas. .. [Tomuuis? Yacro npoesxana. [forom emme



obU10. .. Tak BoT oHa Menentusi? Hy, a 3amyx-To 3auem?

Mama HeMHOro nojymasa U HaKOHeI cKa3aa:

— Burs, TeGe JieT HeMHOTO, Thl HE BBIPOC, OTJIMYACIILCS OT
B3POCJIBIX U MO cede X CYIuTh He MOXelllb. S Tede 0ObsCHIO,
KaK cama MOHUMaI0, ctapaicsi BHUKHYTh. [lonoxum, Tons -
o6ut MeneHTus1, Kak Thl JIOOWI U KYBIIWHYMK, ¥ YEPHYIO TOJIO-
BY. Ho TOJIBKO Yy B3pOCIIBIX K TaKOW JIIOOBU MPUMEIITUBACTCS EIlle
WHCTUHKT, TO €CTh O€CCO3HATEbHOE KeJIaHNE MMOKOPSATHCS 3aKO-
Ham ripuponsl. [Tprpona Besena, YToObl 5KUBOTHBIC U JTIO/IA HIMe-
JI ieTel, KOTopble OyayT KUTh Mociie ux cmeptu. U BoT, B3poc-
JIBIA YeJIOBEK WJIM XUBOTHOE, Y KOTOPBIX TEJIO BBIPOCIIO M CIIO-
COOHO pOXJaTh JeTel, OeCCO3HATETLHO CTPEMUTCS YTOAUTD ITPH-
pozne. ITostomy Ilonst 1 Xo4eT BBIATH 3aMyK, TO €CTh KUTh BMe-
cre ¢ MenentueM, 4ToOBl UMETH IETEH, XOTH, MOXET OBITh, OHA
00 9TOM U He JyMaer.

4 cnyman, He cBOMS I1a3 ¢ MAMUHOTO JIMIIA.

— Mawma, 4uto Tbl roBopuiiib!.. Tak 3TO AJis1 UHCTUHKTA? A JTI0-
OOBb Kak xe?

— Bot 11000Bb ¥ cMelaHa. .. 9T0 U €CThb JTI000Bb.

— Her, mama. A xak ke, eciii JII0OOBb, TO COBCEM HE XOYEIllb
9TOT MpeAMET WK YesioBeka ceOe umeTh? Toiapko 9To0 OH OBLI
r/1e-HUOYIb. . .

— Twl ManeHbKUH, y TeOsI 9TO MHAYE.

— 3HauuT, Mama, KOT/1a s BBIPACTy, s YK He Tak Oy1y JTIOOHTh, a
Kak [Tonsa? C ”HCTUHKTOM, ¥ 9TOOBI CAMOMY, UTOOBI ceOe UMETh,
noomke? Y HempeMeHHO APYTyIo KeHIIUHY, 9ToObl aereit? O



Mama, Kak 370 1ioxo! f He xouy Beipactu! Iycts s1 Oymy Bcerna,
KaK Ternepb. ..

— Drtoro Henb3s. Tenepb Tl peOEHOK. 3aKOHOB MPUPOJIBI
HeJb351 IePEeMEHUTD, U €CJIU Thl TEMePb U JIIOOUIIIb, ITO IPUPOJIE
HEeHYXKHO. DTO TaK, Hecepbe3HO, pooda. .. [lpyrue net u copcem
HE JII0OAT TaKOH JI000BBIO, KAK THI.

— Coscem? Iloka BepactyT? JIo nHCTUHKTA?

— Ila, 10 TOrO, YTO HA3BIBAIOT HACTOSIIEN JIIOOOBBIO. . .

51 3amomuan. MHe ObIJI0 OOJIBHO M CTPAIITHO KaK HUKOT/A, HO
s He TUIakasl. §l cMoTpes Ha Mamy, XOTes CHpallvBaTh €€ elle
U elle, MOTOMY YTO 51 BCe-TaKu He MOHUMAJl, HO He CIpalliBaJl.
Msue kazanoch, yTo OHa MeHs oOunena. M He Bce nu paBHO?
Omna — B3pociasi, OHa IyMaeT U YyBCTBYET MHAUE; BOH OHA MOIO
MoOOBb, TIOTOMY TOJIBKO, UTO s HE X04y HHYero cede, Ha3blBa-
eT Hecepbe3HOM. IlycTh 51 ocTaHych coBceM OfiMH. A B3pocible
MYCTh KEHSTCs, 3a01paloT cede, KOro 00T, MOKOPSIOTCS 3aK0-
HaMm npupossl... ITycrs.

$I TMXO OITYCTHMJI TOJIOBY Ha MOAYILKY U 3aKPbUI IJ1a3a.

Mawma eliie 4TO-TO rOBOpHMIIa MHE, MTOTOM, JyMasl, YTO 51 XOUY
YCHYTb, MOLIEJIOBAJIa MEHS B TOJIOBY U BBIIILIA.

Beuepom Obut0 TlonmmHo GnarocioBeHbe. B neprubio Habpa-
JIOCh BUJMMO-HEBUAMMO Hapony. Coceackue ropHUYHbIE MPU-
IIIJTM B TAKUX SIPKUX TUIATBSIX, YTO OONBHO OBUIO CMOTPETS. [leBu-
Ybl0, OOJIBIITYI0O KOMHATY, OCBETUJIA YEThIPhMS JIAMIIAMU U ellie
cBeyaMu. MenieHTuil prBes TOJIbKO OJHY CBOIO POJICTBEHHHUILY,
CTapylo, ¢ IpecTpalHbM JuoM. Kazanocs, 4To oHa Bce Bpems



CMeeTcsl, a B CYIITHOCTH 3TO y Hee BEPXHUI KJIBIK ObLJT CITUIIKOM
JUTMHEH ¥ JIOKWICS Ha HUKHIOI ry0Oy. 3eJleHoe TUIaThe, IeKO-
BOE, OOIINTOE YEPHBIMU IITHYPOYKAMHU, TIPOTUBHO IITyMeJIO.

[Tpunecnn obpaza U K yIiy, BKOCh, MOJIOXWIA KOBpUK. Ha
KOBPHK CTajM psijioMm Ha kosieHu Tlons u Menentuii. MeneHTuit
OBbLT B COBCEM HOBOM, JIJTMHHOM, YePHOM CIOPTYKE, U TOJIOIIBbI
caroroB, s Bujes, y Hero cosceM uuctbie. OH u [lons Bmecte
HaKJIOHWJIY rosioBbl. [1oy1MHa rosoBa yepHeHbKasi, € 3aJ10:KEHHON
KpEeHJIeJIeM KOCOM, a y MeneHTHsI Ha CTPHKEHOM OeJI0OBATOM ITy-
Xy TPBITAJIN OT CBEYEH 30JI0Thie UICKOPKU. Topuanu Oosbinme po-
30BbIe . MHe c3a1u ObUIO He BUJJHO, HO BCE Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH
cmeetcs. [TonmnHo nuiio ObUIO Cepbe3HO U IIeKa OJJHA OYeHb Kpac-
Has. 1 3ameruit Ha [lone cepoe miarbe ¢ MUPOKUMHU ATIIACHBI-
MU MOJIOCaMU, TO, KOTOPOE OHA JJOJITO HE XOTeJIa IUTh. Sl TOpbKO
yeMmexHyJcs mpo ceds. He xorena mmth! Heboch Teneps crimia
st Menentus. Ero mo6ut. Bee 3a0pu1a. Hy v mycTh o0uT, Kak
el IpUKa3aHo.

Brarocnopmnsiim oOpazaMy MHOTHE, Mama TOXe. DTO MPOJ0I-
KaJIoChb HE Oo4yeHb Aoiro, Menentur u Ilons BcTtanm, KOBpUK
YHECJIM, BCE 3aroBopuiiv cpasy. 1o nouenosana poacTBeHHU-
1y MeneHTtus ¢ 3y0oM, 1 MHe Ha MUHYTY CTaJIO cTpaiiHo 3a [To-
mo. ITotom Bce, TpOMKO pa3roBapuBasi U CMESICh, CTAJIM YCaKHU-
BaThCs 3a JUIMHHBIA CTOJI, IJie ObUIM HACTaBJIEHBI CTaKaHbI, OY-
TBUIKU U BCsIKME yromieHusi. OcoOeHHO OJIM3KO OT MEeHs CTosia
TapeJIKa C TOJICTHIMU AMEPUKAHCKUMU OPEXaMHU, KOTOPBIX 5 TEP-
neth He Mor. B yrity Ha TabypeTe s 3aMeTHIT CKPHUITKY, 3aBEPHY-



TYIO B TpAINKY. MHe cKa3aiu, 4To OyayT OTOM TaHIIEBaTb.

VY Ilonu ek CTaHOBUJIUCH BCE KPacHEE, U POT HUKAK HE MOT
He yabi0aTbesl. MeneHTHil cuien OKOJI0 Hee U BCe YTO-TO LIernTall
el Ha yxo. Mama B3sJ1a MEH$ 3a PyKY U yBeJla B KOMHAThl, CKa-
3aB, UTO Mbl TOJIbKO MelllaeM BecesuThbesl. [1oiist, B3BOTHOBaHHASA,
BhIOEKaJIa 32 HAMHU.

— Wnu, wau, Tons, — ckazana mate. — 51 ofeHych U yeny 6e3
Te0s1. bapuHa Het yxe. BUTst nocuauT B 1€TCKOM, a B CBOE BpeMs
Thl IPUAEIb YJIOKUTh €r0 CHAaTh.

Mama yexasa B rocTd, 51 OcTajicsl OOUH. B neBrnyblo MHE UATH
He XOTeJI0ch. S OTaepHyIT 3aHaBecC U B3Jie3 Ha OKHO. Hebo orsATh
ObLJIO YMCTOE, OYEeHb JaJIeKoe U O4eHb XonoaHoe. Komera crosina
HU3KO, TOUHO CO CTPEMUTEJIbHOCTBIO Majas Ha 3emuno. Paciim-
psoIasics BBEpX I0J10ca CBETa Ka3alach Mpo3payHee U TOpKe-
crBeHHee. Komera kak Obl JieTesia Ko MHe, BCeT/ia OCTaBasiCh Jia-
neko. VI MHe 4ynuiock, 4To sl M3JaJIu YyBCTBYIO ee ONecTsIuii
xouof. M3-3a mI0oTHO NPUTBOPEHHBIX JIBEPEH, C APYroro KOHIA
JoMa, e/1Ba JIOHOCUJIMCh KO MHe OOOpBAaHHBIE, PEIKUE, KaJI0O-
HO-THUXME 3BYKH CKPUITKH, TAKUE HECIIBIIIIHBIE, YTO 51 HE 3HAJI, KO-
I1a OHM HAYMHAIOTCS U Korja npekpainatorcs. Komera cmorpena
Ha MEHsl, WM s1 CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, — 9TO ObLJIO OTHO U TO ke. Mej-
JIEHHO OHA MEHsIJIaCh, U3 OJIeTHO-30JI0TOM JIeNanach KpOBaBOM, U
OISATH CBET/IeNa U KPOTKO 300THIack. OHa Ka3ajiach MHE y3/I0M
BCEr0, UTO €CTh Ha CBeTe. 5l He MOHKMMAJI, IOYEMY MHE JaHO Ta-
KOE CYaCThe — CMOTPETh HA HEE, — U TUIAKaJl OT HEAOYMEHHUSI.

[Monsa mpumia ykiaaslBaTh MEHs cnath. §1 yiablOHyncst eit



CKBO3b CJIE3bI U, KOTJIa OHA, YKPBIBAsI MEHs OICSIIOM, HAKJIOHH-
JIach KO MHE, KPErKO OOHSUI ee, MPIKAJICS K ee ropsiuemMy, pa-
noctHoMy Jiily. OHa 4acTo Jpliiaia, v IbIXaHue MPUIIOHIMA-
JIO €€ IIaThe C aTJIACHBIMU JIMJIOBBIMU T0jIocamMu. Best oHa Oblia
Teruiasi, HECMIOKOMHas, )KuBast. Mbl Kpenko rnoriesoBaiuck. [1ps-
Ya JIMIIO B MOIYIIIKH, s CTAPAJICS yIepKaTh yXke JIPyrue ciesbl u
BCe ImenTa npo ceds: 6eqHas [omns! Gennas!



VIl

[Mpoxomumu naU. Komera ynmansnack OT 3eMiu, OieqHes, s
3HAJI, 4TO €/ HYKHO YUTHU HA/I0JTO B HEMOHSITHBIE TPOCTPAHCTRA,
U 51 paZioBaJICs 3a Hee, YTO OHA TaKas JierKasl U OyJeT TaM, rjie 5
HUKora He Oyay. Benb s 3Has, 4TO OHa BEpHETCH.

OHa nokazajiach MHe cpa3y YMEHbIIUBIIEHCS, KOrja sl YBU-
Jajl ee TMociie OBYX OOJavyHbIX BeuepoB. biiemHas, MasieHbKas,
oHa OblTa MHe eme Muiee. C JIaCKOBOM, TPYCTHOM PagoCThIO S
nipoiaics ¢ Hewo. [lycts unet. OHa Bce paBHO €CTh, TOJIbKO MOU
r71a3a He OyAyT ee BUAETh, a IOTOM OHAa BEpHETCHI.

oo 1 HECKOJIBKO pa3 BUIE C 3aIUIaKaHHBIMHU I1a3amu. OHa
OTBEPTHIBAJIACh OT MEHsI, HE XOTena, 4To0 s 3aMeTl. $1 yamB-
JISUICS, HO HU pa3y He CIPOCHII, O YeM OHa Itakasa. Korga mbl ¢
HEW TYJISUTU — B IAHCHUOH sI OOJIBITIe HE XOIWJI — OHa MoJTJajia Bce
Bpemsi. MeneHTrsi Mbl He BUAETIH.

Lesp1ii JeHb e XOIOOHBIN J0K b, HHOTIA CO CHErom. Berep
U Tereph, KOrjaa Mbl COOpPAIMCh K Yalo, CTyJall B UepHbIE OKHA.
['oBopuM, 4TO Hallla peKka pa3iIuiach U Yepe3 MOCT He e3/IST.

4 cuzpen Mosmya ¥ CMOTpEJT Ha OroHb. Yar MHE He XOTEJOCh.
Orert, 10 OOBIKHOBEHHMIO, OBLIT CyMpa4eH ¥ KypPHJT TOJICTYIO CHTa-
py. Mama nepenucTbiBajia Kakylo-T0 KHUXKKY. I cMOTpes Ha Ma-
MUHO CKJIOHEHHOE JIMIIO, HA KOPOTKUI YEPHBIN 3aBUTOK OKOJIO
yXa, Ha PyKy C TpeMs KOJIbIIaMU, CBOOOHBIMU Ha OE3bIMSIHHOM
najblie, U AyMajl O TOM, YTO M 3aBUTOK, U PyKa, U KOJIbLIA MHE



HECKa3aHHO MPUBBIYHBI, OJIM3KU U MIJIBI, TaK OJIU3KH, UTO U T0-
HSATb HEJb3s, & MEX/Y TeM BCe-TaKU OHa — He sI, a OJJUH s — 51, U
MOTY 51 CMOTPETh Ha Hee, a He U3 Hee, U B 3TOM Bcs pa3HuIia. S
MOHMMAJI, YTO 3TO TAK, HO OTYEro TaK W 4TO 3TO 3HAYMT — 51 HE
yMeJl OHSTh, TOCKOBAJI U CEPAUIICSL.

dexutyia mprHeCIa KUTISIIIUN caMOBap C KUBBIM OeJTbIM T1a-
POM HaJ HUM. B 3Ty MUHYTY U3 I€BUUYBEN SICHO MOCIBIIIAJICS HE
TO KPUK, HE TO COPBAaBUIMIICS IIa4 — U Cpa3y CMOJIK, TOYHO ABEPb
NPUTBOPIIIN. §l He y3HaJ royioca, OH ObUT HE3HAKOMBIN U JIUKHA.

Mama nonHssa roJioBy.

— Y10 3107 — TPEBOKHO cripocuiia oHa Pexiryiry. Dekmymia
YCMEXHYJIaCh, IOKa3aB HEKPACHBBIE 3YOBl.

— Ilenares peser... Komy x eme?

— IMona? Yto takoe?

— Ilucemo npucnan, — menHyna Pekiyina, BUIUMO, CTEC-
HsISICh TIpUCYTCTBUEM OapuHa. — OKOHYATeIbHO OTKA3bIBAETCS
Y MPU3HAETCS: KEHAThli... A JIEHbIW, UTO B3sU1 y €M, OTAATh
o0eraercs BrocyieicTBuy BpemeHu. Ho, oHako, upe3BbryaiHas
noziocts. O0oIIeN, Kak eCTh.

— Hy, noBosibHO, — mpou3Hec oTel, MOPILIACh U BCTaBasl.

B 3Ty cekyHy KpuK OnsTh NMOBTOpPWICA, HO Tvlle. U oren
npuOaBwiI B ABEPSIX, 0OpaIasch K Mame:

— Tsl x0Th OBI Kamesns eii Aana, 4yTo Jid, MaTyika. Benp HeuH-
TEPECHbI 3T UCTEPUUYECKUE BOIUIM. W O KyXOHHBIX Tpareaui
MHE JieJ1a MaJio.

Mawma ToTyac xe BCTaja W yuulia, IpUTBOPUB JBepU. 1 He



CMeJT IeBEeNbHYThCS M, 3aMUpasi OT cTpaxa, coodpaxan: [lomns
m1aueT. MeeHTui 0OMaHbIBaJI ee, He JIIOOWI U JKEHUThCS HE XO-
TeJI, IOTOMY 4TO keHar. JleHer xoTes. A OHa ero xoreija, a OH
yien... Kak e teneps Oynet? Yiuern. ..

Mama BepHyJsiack. Y Hee ObUTH TPEBOKHBIE U XKAJKHUE I71a3a.

S1 TUXOHBKO CITIPOCHJI €€, TAK JIK BCE, KaK s IOHSII.

Mawma ckazana:

— Ja. Ouensb xanb [omo. Y kak 3TO MbI paHbllle O HEM He
Jorafganick pasysHarb? [Ipoctuth cebe He Mory. U momoouTes
e dakuii Mostonen! My cnate, Buts, — mpubasuiia oHa BAPYT
Cepbe3HO. — DTO, B CYNTHOCTH, TeOs1 MaJio Kacaercs. [loso xka-
KO, HO OHa He IJTyIas JIeBYIIKA: aBOCh BHIOPOCUT 3TO U3 TOJIOBHI,
ycnokoutcs. Thl, cienail MUAJIOCTb, YK HE TpOrai ee, He paccipa-
IIMBAU HUA O YEM.

4 mocyIHO BCTas U MOIIEN B IETCKYIO. S IeATeNbHO KeJla,
yToOHI [To1s1 HEe mpuxoauIa cerogHs Ko MHe, MOTOMY UTO BCer/ia
HEMHOTO OOsIJICS JTONIeH, Y KOTOPBIX CHIIBHOE U OCcTpoe rope. S
IIOMHWMJI, KaK B HaieMm aoMme ymep aaaa Bononsa. Iana Bonoas
Ka3aJicsl MHE TIPUATHBIM, €My ObLJIO TaK CIIOKOWHO U YJOOHO, HO
TeTr JIu3k 51 107r0 6057ICS: IPOXOAs MUMO Hee, 3aK phIBaI I1a3a
pyko#. Y He 3HaJI, XKaJOCTU JIU K Hell OOI0Ch, WM €€ CaMOM.

Ho TMons sieunack. 1 poOko B3misiHyT Ha Hee. OHa, K y/IuBIie-
HUI0, IOKa3aJ1aCh MHE COBCEM CIIOKOMHOW: HU OJHA YepTa B JIULIE
He nBurasiach. Onyxiiuve Beku oHa He noaHsiia. OHa jnenana Bee,
Kak OOBIKHOBEHHO, JIa)KE€ CKa3aJla MHE YTO-TO O MOMX OOTHHKAX,
Y s HE 3aMeTWJI NIEPeMEeHbl B ee rojnoce. Ha cexkyHay, Kak 310



ObIBaeT, MHE CTaJIO JIaXke JOCAIHO, UTO S €€ JKaJyiesl HalpacHo, 1
OOJIBIIIOrO TOPSI HUKAKOTO HET, HO celvac ke s IPOCTO YCIOKO-
WJICS, CKazall ce0e, YTO 3TO XOPOIIIO, U 3aCHYJL.



VIII

Yacel B cTOIOBOM OWIIM pa3, IBa... S cTaj cuuTarh, HACUUTAI
JECATh YIAapOB, BCKOUWII U ceJl Ha noctenu. ecars yacoB! B ok-
Ha CMOTpPEJ MOKPbIM, HU3KUU CBET OCEHHETrO JHA. YTO 3TO 3Ha-
yut? § mpocnan g0 AecATH 4acoB, MU HUKTO He pa30yaus MeHs!
['myGokast TuiMHa napuia B goMe. S npuciyianics, 1 MHe cTa-
JIO CTPAIITHO OT TUINMHBI: TaKasi OHa ObLIA HEXOPOIIasl.

— Mawma! Ions! — kpukHy s cnabo U caM MCIyTaJiCsl CBOETO
roJjioca, ¥ CpsTaiics ¢ TojoBoM B ofesio. [IposnekxaB HECKOIBKO
BpPEMEHHM JIMIIOM K CTEHE, sl He BblIepXkas, OOepHYJICS U OISTh
3aKpUyai rpomye:

— Kt0 TyTr? Mama!

[Mocrnelmancs HAKOHEN CTYK JABEpH, MEJIKUE IIaru, U B KOM-
Hary Bouuia dexiyia.

Ona MoMua Hajluaa BOAbl B YMBIBAIBHUK U MOCTaBWJIA MOU
OOTMHKY OKOJIO TIOCTEITH.

— ®exoyma, a [Mons roe? — cnpocui s, BAPYT OLIETIEHEB OT
ykaca.

dexknymia He cpa3y OTBETHIIA:

— [Nomia Genbe Ha peKy MOJIOCKATh.

Omna Hepe/IKO XOIrJIa Ha IJIOT, KOTOPBIN ObUT OT HAC OJIU3KO, U
1 ycrokowsicst Obut0. Ho motoM, pasmymaBiiuch, ObICTPO CIIPO-
CHJI:

— A ot pasBe He 3aronuio? A mama rue?



— Mamarna cefiuac npuayTt, — orBetuiia Pexityma u yuuia. 1
CTaJI TOPOIUIMBO, KOe-Kak, ofeBarbcs. Cepatie OMIoch 1 Apoxka-
JI0, ¥ 51 0ECCMBICTIEHHO MOBTOPSLT PO cedst: «Hamo y3Hars. .. Ha-
10 y3HaTh. ..»

He nymas ymbIBathCs, s1 y’Ke permmi Oexarb K Mame, Kak
BJIPYI B KOMHATy BOIILIa caMa MaMa. Yachl MEIJIEHHO U TPOMKO
cTai OMTh OJJMHHA/IIATH. JIUIO Y MaMbl ObUIO HEITPUBBIYHOE, HA
OJIeHO 1TIeKe CTosiIa ciie3a, pyKu Ipoxand. He oxugas moero
BOIPOCA, OHA CKa3aa:

— Burs, ciayunsnock 6oinbinoe HecyacTbe. [losnst yroHyna.

— Kak, mama?..

Mawma cena B Kpeciio, yCTajlo OIyCTUB PyKHU.

— OHa nonuia cerogHsi yTpom mnojockars Oenbe. Eil roBopu-
JIM, 4TO BOJA BBICOKAsI, HA IJIOTY CKOJIb3KO M MOKPO... Dekiy-
1m1a 1 AHKChsI 00€ yBepsItoT, uTo roBopuyid. Ho oHa Bce-Taku 1mo-
nuia. Koraga ona ynana, CKOpo 3aMeTW/IM Y BBITALWINA, HO OHA
yke ymepia. JJoKkTop u Tenepb 37eCh, HO IOMOYb €11 HEeJNb3sl.

— Mawma... yto 3107 Kak ona? Ona HeyasHHO? CoBceM Heua-
sgHHO ynana? Mawma!

— He 3naw, rony6unk. Moxet ObITh, 1 HapouHO. U He Xo-
Yellb — a BCE yMaeTcs1, UTO HApOUyHoO, ¢ rops. 1 kak ee myctuiiu!

— Mamouka, oHa coBceM Huyero Buepa... S He aymai... K
Hel noray, Mmama... Ona tam? ['ne? [a uro 370...

Sl pactepsaHHO JieneTan Kakue-To CJI0Ba, UEeIUIASACh 32 MAMUHO
riathe. Hukakue cuibl He MOIJIM MEHsI 3aCTaBUTh MOBEPUTH B
9Ty MUHYTY, 41O [lo/s TOYHO ymepra.



Mama mosya B3siJ1a MEHS$ 32 pyKY M IIOBEJIA B IEBUYbIO. S 1po-
JKaJ v yIepKUBaJICs OT APOXu. B ayie 6110 TiryOoKoe n3ymiie-
HHE.

OxkoJ10 MoCTeNY B YINIy TOJIIMJIACH KEHIIMHBI U TUXO TOBO-
puir. Y OKHA KaKOW-TO TOCHOIUH, JOJKHO OBITh JIOKTOP, HaJe-
BaJl CIOPTYK. KeHIMHbI MOCTOPOHWINCD, U 5 yBuea [lonuHo
Tesio. ['osoBa ee niexkana HU3Ko, 6e3 noaymku. ToHKKe, YepHbIe,
MOKPBIE BOJIOCHI CIIMIUIMCH Ha JIOY. TeMHbI pOT ObLT PACKpPHIT,
OCTEKJIEBIIIME TJIa3a CMOTpPEIU BIiepell OECCMBICIIEHHO U MYYH-
TebHO. B iepBhIi pas st BUjies MepTBOe JIMIO Oe3 CIOKOMCTBHS 1
THUIIIMHBI, ¥ OHO MHE MOKa3aJIoch 6€300pa3HbIM, 3JIbIM U CTpalll-
HBIM, Kak kuBoe. $1 oTImaTHysCsA Ha3aj U, 3a0bIB, 4TO TYT JpY-
rve, BCKpUKHYJI:

—Mawma! D10 oHa HapouHO, co 371a, HapouHo! CeOe ero Herpe-
MEHHO XO0TeJna, U BOT, co 371a! Mawma, 6otoch ee, 6oioch ee!

Mawma cxBaruiaa MeHs1 MoJTya 3a IUIe40 U YBea.

B cronoBoii oHa cypoBO Jjajia MHE BOAbBI U ITPOU3HECA!

— Ipuyyaiica caepxuBatbesi, Butsa. He xoporio 6stb 6051b-
HBIM.

4l 3arutakan TMXOHBKO U ceryvac e nepecrai. [ g Ha mamy,
s1 YCTIOKauBAaJICS U30 BCEX CHUJI, TOJIBKO €Ile IPOXKajl HEMHOTO.

— IIpoctu, mama, — ckasain 4. — 5l 3Har0, HO TOJIBKO 3TO CTpALL-
HO U XyJ0. 3aueM oHa, Mmama? [lo Hel s 1 yBUaJ, 4TO OHA Xy-
1o caenana. OTToro, 4yro He Morja ero cede UMeTh, 1a, Mama?
Kak ke 310? A TbI €ele roBopusia, 4YTo 3TO U €CTh HACTOSIIAs
TOOOBb. ...



4 cmotpen el B Ia3a u kjaai ee cioB. Ho mama Hu4ero He
OTBETHUJIA.

Beuepom s cuaen Ha okHe B cBoelt komHate. Hebo pa3bsicHu-
JIOCh M1 CMOTPEJIO Ha MEH, XOJIOAHOE, YEPHOE U BBICOKOE. 3BE3-
Ibl, 30JI0ThIE TOYKH, B3/IparuBaiy HaBepxy. Komersl Oosnbliie He
ObUIO BUIHO. S ¢ ycmimeM BIVISIIBIBAICS B TIIYOWMHY, CTapasich
YJIOBUTbH TIOCTIEIHUI CJIe/I, TOCIeIHIIA 3HaK, HO He ObUIO HUYe-
ro. Ona ynuia, jerkas, Tyaa, Kyga He JOXOAAT Mou B3opsl. Ho
1 3HAJI, 4TO OHA eCTb. CMyTHBIE YyBCTBA, HE IIOXOKKE HU HA Pa-
J0CTh, HA Ha TeYab, OblIM Ha cepate. Ee HeT Tenepb, HO OHa
NPUJIET, CIIOKOVWHAaA U BepHas. Hano xknars. OHa npujer.
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