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I'yctaB MaipuHk
Bal Macabre

Jlopn Xoyruiec ObUT HACTOMYMB: OH YCAIHUJI MEHSI 32 CBOU CTOJ
Y TIPEACTaBIII KAKMM-TO TOCIO/IaM.

Bbu1o yke naneko 3a MoJHOYb, U OOJBIIMHCTBO MMEH 51 He
3alIOMHUJL.

C nokropom LlurTepOaitHOM MbI OBLTH 3HAKOMBI.

— M3BuHMTE, HO HAM TPOCTO Kajlb, YTO BBl CUAWTE BCerJa
OJIVH, — CKa3aJ OH, MOXuMasi MHe pyky. — [Touemy?

Sl BRI COBCEM HEMHOTO, OJJHAKO OTAEJbHBIE CIIOBA, Ka3a-
JIOCh, IOHOCWJTUCh U3/1AJIEKA, CKBO3b JIETKUI HEYJIOBUMBIi Keid,
KaKOU OOBIYHO HACTYIAET B TIO3THME HOYHbIE Yachl, KOrjaa Tabau-
HBII JIbIM, JKEHCKUI CMeX U 3BYKHM KaHKaHa OOBOJIAKHMBAIOT Bac
0COOEHHO IIJIOTHO.

Kakum oOpa3zom 371ech, cpeay IbiraH, KeK-yoKa U IIaMIIaH-
CKOTO, MOT' BOBHMKHYTh Pa3roBOp O Bemmax (haHTaCTUIeCKUX ?

[TpaBaa, nopa Xoymuiec yTBEpXKIall, YTO Takoe OpaTcTBO Cy-
IIECTBYeT Ha CaMOM JieJie — €ro 4JeHbl, TOKOMHUKU WUJIH CIIsI-
1K€ JIETAPTUYECKUM CHOM, MPUHA/JIEKATA KOTJIA-TO K BbICIIIe-
My Kpyry, IJisl BCEX KUBBIX JIIOJEW OHM JAaBHO MEPTBHI, JiekKaT
Ha KJIQJI0MIIE B CBOMX CKJIETIaX, M UX UMEHA U JJaThl CMEPTH BblI-
CeueHbl Ha HA/ATPOOHBIX TUIUTAaX. B IEHCTBUTENBHOCTH ke, CKO-
BaHHbIE BEUHOW KaTaJleriCuell, OHU HAXOASITCS Tle-TO B TOpo-



e, B CTeHaX KaKOro-TO JPEBHETO 3[1aHusl, — OECIyBCTBEHHbBIE U
HETJICHHbIE, TOKOSATCS B OCOOBIX BBIABWKHBIX SIIIIUKAX MOJ OXpa-
HOW rop6aToro ciayru B OamMakax ¢ MpsKKamu U B HaMyJpeH-
HOM TIapuKe, KOTOPOro 30BYT «3aJlaTaHHBIM ApoHOM». B onpe-
JieJIeHHbIe HOUM Y HUX Ha ry0ax mpocTtymnaet MaroBoe hocdopec-
[HpyIollee CBEYeHUEe, KOTOPOe CITyKUT rOpOyHYy 3HAKOM K Haya-
JIy TAMHCTBEHHOMH TIPOLIey bl Ha IIEHHBIX TIO3BOHKAX 3THX JIKe-
MEpTBEIIOB.

Teneps oHM, COPOCHB HEHAJIOITO OKOBBI MEPTBOTO CHA, MOTYT
CBOOOJIHO TIpe/iaBaThCst IOpoKam OoJbiioro ropoaa. C Toit uc-
CTYTUIEHHOM 5KaTHOCTBIO, KOTOPAasi HEMBICJIMMA JJaKe /ISl CAMbIX
papMHUPOBAHHBIX JIMOEPTUHOB.

Ku3HEeHHY10 SHEpruio OHU MO0 KPaayT, 000raImasch 3a c4er
HEPBHOTO 3y/a TOJMIIBI, MO0 BaMIMPUYECKH, HAIMomoOwne Kiie-
IIeH, BCAChIBAIOTCS B KAKOTO-HUOY/b TIPECHITIEHHOTO PacyTHH-
Ka, J1yllia KOTOPOro yke He CIOCOOHa COMPOTUBIIATLCS. Y 3TOrO
KJIy0a, KOTOPBII HOCUT CTPAaHHOE UMSI AMaHUTA, €CTh CBOM 3ace-
JaHMS, YCTaB U CTPOTHI perjiaMeHT IpreMa HOBBIX 4ieHOB. Ho
BCE TO CKPHITO HEMTPOHHUIIAEMBIM MTOKPOBOM TalHBI.

Komer 51 He pacchbliias, CIUIIKOM T'POMKO B3BU3IHYJT U30U-
THII YIMYHBIA MOTHUB:

Ha, na, na, Kinapa,
THI Oe3 OOMaHa.
Tpana, Tpana, Tpana,
Tpa-Jlajiaa-ja.



ITOT HEOKOHYEHHBII paccKa3, Kak BCe MCKAJICUSHHOE U YPO/I-
JIMBOE, TPOM3BOAMI TATOCTHOE BIIEUATIICHHE, a MapodKa MyJIa-
TOB, KOTOpasi BHIBOpAa4MBaJjia CyCTaBbl B KAKOM-TO HEIPUTSTHCKOM
KaHKaHe, TOJIbKO YCUIIUBAJIA ero.

37ech, B HOUHOM PECTOpaHe, Cpely pa3MajieBaHHBIX YJIMY-
HBIX IPOCTUTYTOK, KEJIbHEPOB C OPUTBIMU 3aThUTKAMU U HAOPUO-
JIMHEHHBIX CYTEHEPOB C UX HEMPEMEHHBIMU TIOJIKOBAMU Ha CUa-
CTbE, UCTOPHSI 3Ta Ka3aJIaCh MHE KAKUM-TO XYTKUM TIOPOXKICHH-
€M KPUBOI'O 3epKaJia.

Bpewmsi, koraa oHo ocraercst 6e3 MpUCMOTpa, Beeraa BHe3ar-
HO yyaIlaeT cBor OECIIyMHBIH I11ar, 4achl CrOPAlOT B CEKYH/IbI,
BCIIBIXMBAsI B Jyllle KaK OCJIENMTEIbHbIE UCKPBI, YTOOBI BBICBE-
TUTh OOJIC3HEHHbIC CIUIETEHHsS] CTPAHHBIX PUCKOBAHHBIX CHOB,
COTKAHHBIX M3 OOPBIBKOB MBICIIEH, U3 MPOIUIOrO U OYHyIIEro.
[Mono6HO TOMY, Kak ceifuac B TyMaHe MOMX I'pe3 CHYeT YTOK Ube-
r0-TO ToNIoca: «Mbl 00AHCHBL NOCAAMb NPpUZAAUeHUe KAyOy Ama-
HUMa».

Ara, cooOpaxaio 51, COOECeJHUKM 3a CTOJIOM BHOBb U BHOBb
BO3BPAIIAIOTCS K TIPEKHEN TeMe.

[Mpoucxonsiiee yxe JAOXOAUT IO MOETro CO3HaHWS, TpaBJa,
KaKMMHU-TO KOPOTKMMH BCIIBIIIKAMU: BOT pa3OMBaeTcs OOKaJ ¢
JIMKEPOM, THXO€E TIOCBUCTHIBAHUE — M HA MOUX KOJIEHSIX CUJIUT Ka-
Kasi-To (hbpaHIyKeHKa, IIeJTyeT MEHsl, BIlyBaeT MHE B POT JIbIM CH-
rapeThl 1 KOHYMKOM sI3bIKa IEeKoueT yxo. [I0ToM, B KOTOPHIH yxe
pa3, MHE TOJCOBBIBAIOT YKPAIIEHHYIO 3aBUTYIIKAMUA OTKPBITKY:
s JIOJDKEH TIOJIHCATh, HO MEPO BBIMAAET U3 MOUX MAJbIEB — U



BOT CHOBa HEyJa4da, TaAK KdK KOKOTKa OIMPOKUABLIBACT INaMIIaH-
CKO€ MHE€ Ha MAHXKCThI.

Ha, na, na, Knapa,
THI 63 OOMaHa, —

IIPOH3UTENILHO BBIBOAAT pE(PPEH CKPUIIKU M BHOBb IIOrpyXKa-
10T MO€ CO3HAHHUE B TITyOOKYIO HOYb.

CTouT 3aKpBITh IJ1a3a, U KAXKETCs, YTO JIEKUIIb HA TOJICTOM
YepHOM OapXaTHOM KOBpE, Ha KOTOPOM TaM U CSIM TJIEIOT ajible
PYOUHBI IIBETOB.

«Hamo 6wl mepeKkycuTb, — IOHOCUTCS A0 MeHs. — YTo-uTto?..
Nkpa? Yenyxa. IIpuHecure-ka MHe... 1a — IPUHECUTE-KA MHE
MapHHOBaHHBIE TPUOBD».

W MBI e1uM MapUHOBaHHbIE TPUObI, KOTOpbIE BMECTE C Ka-
KOI-TO MPSIHOW TPAaBOM IUIABAIOT B CBETJIOM, HACBHIIIEHHOM BO-
JIOKHaMH paccoJie.

Ha, na, na, Knapa,
TBI — HE OTpaBa.
Tpana, Tpana, Tpaia,
Tpa-Jlajlaia-ja.

3a HaIlMM CTOJIOM BJIPYT OKa3bIBACTCsI CTPAHHBIA akpoOaT B
GonTaroIeMcst TPUKO U CIIpaBa OT Hero Kakoi-To ropOyH B Macke
1 B 0€JIOM JIbHSIHOM TIapHKe.

PsimomM — He3HaKOMast JKEeHITMHA; U BCE CMEIOTCHI.



BoT ToNBKO Kak OH ciofa MpoHUK — ¢ 3tumu? S odopaurBa-
I0Ch: KpOMeE Halllell KOMITAaHWH B 3aJ1e HUKOTO.

«EpyHna, — mymaro s cebe, — epyHaal»

Cro, 32 KOTOPBHIM MBI CUAWM, OY€Hb IJTMHHBIA, U OOJIbIIAs
YacTh CKaTepTH, CBOOOIHAS OT TAPEJIOK U OOKAJIOB, OEIIOCHEKHO
UCKPUTCS.

— Mcbe Paionsi, CTaHIyHTe ke HaM, — KTO-TO U3 TOCIO [0-
XJIOMaJj akpooara 1o 1edy.

«Yxe 6e3 IIepeMOHUI, — TPE3UIT s, — BU. .. BUJUMO, OH JTaBHO
CHIUT 3]IECh, 3TOT. .. 3TOT. .. 3TO TPUKO».

U s cmoTpio Ha ropOyHa, 1 HalllM B3MJIsIIBl BCTpevaloTcs. be-
Jlasi JJaKUpOBaHHAsA MacKa M TOOJIEKITUI CBETIO-3€JICHbI KaM-
30J1, CHJIBHO M30pBaHHBIN, BECh B 3arljiaTax.

Oo6opsane!
Ero cmex HalmoMHMHAET 3BYK KAKOM-TO )KYTKOW TPEIIOTKHU.
«Crotalus! Crotalus horridus!»' — BcIUIBIBaE€T CJIOBO U3

IIKOJIHOU TIOPBI; 5 yKe 3a0bUI, YTO OHO O3HAYAET, OIHAKO, TPO-
LIENTAaB €ro, COXPOrHYJICH.

Pyka 10HOM KOKOTKH Y:Ke I0J] CTOJIOM, Ha MOeM KoJjieHe. S nie-
pexXBaThIBAIO €€.

— Mens 30ByT AnbOuHa Bepatpuna, — nporenrana IeBuiia
3aIMHAsACh, CJIOBHO TMOCBSINAs MEHSI B TaliHY.

OnHa npuIBHHYIACH BIJIOTHYIO, ¥ sI CMyTHO TIPUITOMHIIT 0O-
KaJI C [IaMIIaHCKHUM, BBUIMTBHI MHE Ha MaHxkeThl. Ee raree uc-
TOYAJIO TAKOU MIPSIHBIN 3ar1ax, YTo s C TPYJOM CIEPKUBAJICS, UTO-

! Tpemorka! YxacHas tpemorka! (aam.).



Obl HE YUXHYTb.

— B obmmem-To, ee 30ByT Kepmd — dpeiineiin Kepma, aa Oy-
JeT BaM M3BECTHO, — FPOMKO cKazaj Joktop LlurrepOaiiH.

AxpoOar XOXOTHYJI, TOCMOTpEJI Ha Hee U, CJIOBHO U3BUHSISICh,
MOXaJl TUIEYaMHU.

[ Ha Hero, s HE MOT CAEpKaTh OTBPALLEHUS: C €ro LIen
cBUCaM OJieTHbIE CKJIaJKN OMEPTBENION KOKH — YTO-TO MOXOKee
Ha 300 MHIOKA, TOJIbKO Ha MaHep kaoo.

OH ObUT XWJI U Y3KOTPYIl, U TPUKO 1[BETA CHIPOro Msica 0o
TaJIOCh HA HEM CBEPXY JOHM3Y. [ 00By MOKpbIBaJIa MJIOCKas 3€-
JIeHOBaTasl MaHaMma, KparyieHHas MylIKamu OeJibIX MyroBok. OH
TaHIEBaJl C KAaKOK-TO JIEBUIIEH, 11Ie10 KOTOPON 0OBMBaJIA 11€M0Y-
Ka U3 SIr0J] B KParnuHKY.

Hossle aepuipl? Otkyna? 1 BOmpoCHTENBHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha
Jopaa Xoyruieca.

— 310 UrHamms — Mosi cecTpa, — ckazasia AnpouHa BepaTpuna
Y, IOIMUTHYB MHE, UCTEPUUECKU 3aX0XO0Taa.

[ToToM HM € TOro HU C CEro nokasaHa sI3blK, U s C ykKacoM
YBUJIEJI, UTO OH pa3JieieH Ha/IBOe TMHHOM 3anekineicst 0opo3-
JIOM KPacHOTO 11BETa.

Kak npu uHTOKCHKaIMK, MogyMal s, OTKy[a y Hee 3Ta Kpac-
Hast 6oposaka?.. Kak mpu MHTOKCHKAIMy.

TyT Kak-TO UCTIOATUIIIKA BBEPHYJICS PACXPUCTAHHBI MOTHB-
YUK:

Ha, na, na, Knapa,



Thl — HE OTPaBa;

U s C 3aKPBITBIMU I71a3aMU BUZEN, KaK JEpraioTcs B TaKT ro-
JIOBHI. ...

Kak npu MHTOKCHKAIIUH, TPE3WT 1 ¥ BAPYT OYHYJICS B O3HOOE:
ropOyH B 3eJIeHOM 3aJJaTAHHOM KaM30JIe CIEPTHBAJI C CUAASIIIECH Y
HEro Ha KOJIEHSIX MPOCTUTYTKU IUIAThe; CYJOPOKHbIE MapUOHE-
TOYHBIE IBUXKEHHS €ro pyK HallOMUHAJIM IUTSCKY CB. ButTta mon
PBaHBIA PUTM HECJIBIIIHON KaKO(POHUM.

[Motom nokTop LlutTepOaiit ¢ TpyIOM MOAHSIICS U PACCTETHYIT
el OpeTeNbKH.

— Mex 1y cekyH/10i U CeKYHA0M MpOJIeraeT rpaHuiia, KoTopast
HE 60 6peMeHU — OHA JIUUIb NOAPA3yMEBAETCA. JTO TAKUE STUEH-
KU, KaK Ha CeTsIX, — CIIbIIIY st ropOyHa. — Ho cocuurtats Bee sideit-
KU — 3TO ellle He BpeMs, U BCE K€ Mbl OTCUUTHIBAEM UX — OJHA,
Jpyrasi, TPeThsl, YeTBEpTasl. . .

Ho ecnu MBI 5kMBEM Ha TaKoM zpanuue M 3a0bIBAEM U MUHYTHI,
Y CEKYH/IBl 1 HUYEero OOJIbIlie He 3HaeM — 3HAYHT, Mbl yMEPIIU 1
’KMBEM CMEPTBIO.

Bam oTnyIieHo msaThAecsT JeT KU3HU, IKOJa KPaJeT IecsTh;
B UTOTE — COPOK.

CoH noxupaeT ABaauarh: B UTOre — JBALATh.

Ha xJ101oTh! yXOIuT JecsTh — B UTOTe JECSTh.

[TaTh JIeT upeT JOXKAb — OCTAeTCS MSATh.

W3 3TUX NATH JIET YeThlpe Bac MIOKET CTpax Nepel 3aBTpalll-
HUM JTHEM; UTaK, )KMBETE Bbl O/IVH IO/l — B JIy4IleM ciyyae!



[louemy :xe Bbl HE XOTUTE YMEPETH?!

CmepTh npekpacHa.

Tam 1oKOM, BEUHBIN TTOKOM.

W HUKakMX cTpaxoB Nepes 3aBTPAIIHUM JHEM.

Tam BeuHOe GE3MOJIBHOE HACTOSIIEE, KOTOPOrO Bbl HUKOT/IA
HE 3HAJIM; TaM HeT HU MPOIILJIOro, HU OYdyIIero.

Tam npocTteproch BeuHOe 6€3MOJIBHOE HACTOSIIEee, KOTOPOTO
Bbl HUKOT/IA HE 3HAJI !

DTO TallHble SYEHKU MEX1y CEKYHIOW U CEKYHIIOW B CETsIX
BPEMEHHU. . .

CnoBa ropOyHa OT3bIBAIOTCSI B MOEM CEpIILie CTPACTHOI MeJIo-
e, 51 TOAHMMAIO I1a3a U BUKY, Kak MajaeT IJlaThe U JeBUIIA
CUIIUT y HEro Ha KOJIEHsIX rosas. BepxHss 4yacTh ee Tena — Ka-
Kas-To pocpopecmpyolas TYMaHHOCTb, OT KJTIOUHIL 10 Oeaep.

OH morpy»aeT B Hee MaJIbIIbl, 1 TaM YTO-TO IPEOE3KUT, KaK
6acoBasi CTpyHa, a HapyXy C FPOXOTOM BbIBAIMBAIOTCS KYCKH U3-
BECTKOBOM HaKUNM. BOT OHO, 4yBCTBYIO 51, CMEPTh KaK HAKMIIb.

TyT cepenuHa ckaTepTd HAYMHAET MEMJIEHHO B3AyBaTbCsl
OrPOMHBIM O€JIBIM ITy3bIpeM, CTPYS JISASHOTO BO3AyXa pacceu-
BaeT TyMaH. CTaHOBATCS BUAHBI CBEPKAIOLIME CTPYHBI, KOTOpPbIE
TSIHYTCSL OT KJIIOUHI] IPOCTUTYTKH K ee Oempam. JKeHmuHa-ap-
a!

[opOyH MMITPOBU3MPYET HA HEW TeMy CMEPTH, KOTOpasi Bbl-
JIMBAETCs B KAKOW-TO CTPaHHbI TMMH:

CrpananbeM 0OepHETCs CTPaCTh,



onaxencrsom? Her. HaBepnoe!

K0 nmer crpactb, KTO MOHSIT CTPACTh,
TOT BBIOpaJ1 00JIb, TOT UIIET OOJIb.

Kro cTpacth He uIeT u He KaeT —

HE XKJIET, He UIET U CTPAIaHbsl.

MeHs1 oXBaTbIBa€T HOCTAJIBIUS IO CMEPTH, 51 KaXKIy CMEPTH.

Ho B cepniie TeMHBIM MHCTMHKTOM B30YHTOBAJach KW3Hb.
Ku3Hb M cMepTh BCTAJIM YTpoXKalolle ApYyr IpOTUB APYra; 3To
yXe cyzopora.

Mowu 3pauku HEMOABUXKHBI, aKpoOaT CKJIOHWIICS HAJ0 MHOM,
U s YBUJIE] ero Oonraiomeecsi TPUKO, 3eJICHOBATYIO MIATIOUKY C
MYIIIKaM# U OeTHOe ka0o.

«Karanencus», — xoren npomentars s 1 He Mor. [To Tomy,
KaK OH MEePEXOANII OT OIHOTO K APYTOMY, 8bIXHCUOAIOULe 3ATIISI/IbI-
Bas B IVIa3a, s MOHsLI, YTO BCE Mbl NapaAu306aHbl, a OH — s1006U-
Mol MYXOMOP.

Hac nakopmuiamu myxomopamu ¢ Veratrum album?, npsiHpIM
3eJibeM OeJIoKypou JKepma.

Bce 310 Tikn HOuM !

4l XoTen rpoMKO KpUKHYTh — M HE MOT.

41 xoTen NoBepHyTh rOJIOBY — M HE MOT.

[opOyn B Oenoii JTaKMPOBAaHHOM MacKe THXO TMOHHSJICS,
OCTaJIbHBIE MOCJIEJOBAJIM 32 HUM, MOJTYa BBICTPAUBASICh B MApHI.

Axpo0ar ¢ paHITyKeHKOH, TOPOYH C JKeHIUHOM-apoit, Ur-

% Benast yemepuua (s1am.), ¢p. — Germer (Kepmd); pacteHue, conepxaiiee Cuib-
HOJZICHCTBYIOILIUI $1]1 BEpaTpHH.



Harms ¢ AnsOuHoi Beparpunoii. Tak, mapa 3a mapoi, MaHep-
HBIM TaHIIYIOIMM [IaroM MPOXOJWJIM OHU MUMO M HCY€3aju B
CTEHe.

Jlvins AnbOuna Beparpuna oOepHynach M caefnana Herpu-
CTOUHBII KECT B MOIO CTOPOHY.

S xoTen OTBEPHYTHCS WM 3aKPBITh IJla3a — U HE MOT; MO
B3IJIs1/1 OBUT IIPUKOBAH K BHUCSIIIAM Ha CTEHE YacaM, CTPEJIKHU KO-
TOPBIX MOJOOHO YyTKUM BOPOBCKUM MaJIbllaM OOIIaApUBAIIU 1TH-
epOnar.

B ymax 3acTpsij1 Hariblil KyIuieT:

Ha, na, na, Knapa, nuiiie Tel MHE napa.
Tpana, Tpana, Tpasa, Tpa-iajajia-ia,

a Basso ostinato® rporoBenoBa u3 O€3/IHbI:

CrpananbeM 0OepHETCs CTPACTh:
KTO CTPacTh HE UIIET U HE KAET —
HE JKJIET, HE MIIET U CTPaJaHbs.

1 emie 10JITO, OUEHB JOJITO HACTAXKAAJICS 3TOM iihopueit uH-
TOKCHMKAIIUH, BCE OCTAJIbHBIE TIOKOWJIUCHh B OOBSTUSIX CMEPTH.

«OHu ObLIM y3Ke Oe3HAIEeKHbBI», — CKa3aJIM MHE, KOrjia Imojo-
criesia roMOIIIb.

OpHako 51 Mogo3peBalo, YTO OHU YCHYJIU JIETAPrUYeCKUM CHOM
U UX TIOXOPOHWJIY XUBBIMU. Bpau, rpaBja, roBOpJI, 4YTO UHTOK-

3 Bacobiii noBTop (J1ar.).



CHUKAIMS SIZIOBUTHIMU IpUOAMK HE MOXKET COIPOBOXIATHCS Ta-
paMyoM, OTpaBJIeHNe MYCKAPUHOM MPOTEKAET MO-APYroMYy; HO
s TIOJI03PEBAI0, YTO MX TIOXOPOHWUIIN )KUBBIMH, 1 C Y’KACOM TyMalo
0 KJ1IyOe AMaHWTa ¥ IPU3PAYHOM ropOATOM CITyTe, «3aJIaTAHHOM
ApoHe» B 0eJ10i Macke.
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