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[locne nmomyaHs crano Tak kapko, 4yTo naccaxupsl I-ro u II-
IO KJIACCOB OJIMH 32 JPYTMM IepeOpaich Ha BEPXHIOW MaTyoy.
Hecmotpst Ha Ge3BeTpue, BCsA MOBEPXHOCTh PEKU KUIIEIa MeJ-
KOU AposKaIiiel 361010, B KOTOPOUM HECTEPITUMO SIPKO APOOUIIHCH
COJIHEUHBIE JTy4YH, IPOU3BO/I BIleUaTieHNe OeCUrCIEHHOTO MHO-
KECTBa CepeOPSHBIX IMAPUKOB, HEBHICOKO TIOTPHITMBAIOIINX HA
Bofie. TonbKo Ha OTMENSIX, TaMm, Tjie Oeper ATUHHBIM MBICOM Bpe-
3aJICsl B peKy, Bojia orudasa ero HermoaABMKHOM JICHTOU, CIIOKOM-
HO CHHEBINIEU cpeau 3Tou Onectsmei psou. Ha nebe, mobmnen-
HEBIIIEM OT COJIHEYHOTO Kapa v CBETa, He ObUIO HU OJHOM TYUKH,
HO Ha MBUTBHOM FOPU30HTE, KaK pa3 HaJl CU30H U 3y0UaTou Mmosio-
COM JIaJIbHEro Jieca, Koe-T/ie MPOTSHY/IMCh TOHKKE Oesbie 001au-
Ka, OT/IMBABIIIKE MO KpasiM, Kak Ma3Ku PacIlIaBJIeHHOTO MeTaJl-
Ja. YepHblid IbIM, HE MOABIMASICh HAJ, HU3KOU 3aKOINTEION TPY-
00M, cTajics 3a MapoXoJoM JJIMHHBIM TPSA3HBIM XBOCTOM.

[TokpomIieBBl, MyX M KeHa, TOXE BBIIUIM Ha mamyOy. Mx
BOBCE HE CTECHSJIO OKPY’XKaBlliee MHOTOJIOHOE U COBEPILIEHHO



HEe3HaKOMOoe OOIIeCTBO; HA0OOPOT, OHU B HEM UyBCTBOBAJIM Ce-
O erme Omke, eme TecHee Apyr K Apyry. OHU ObUTH JKEHAThI
yXe TpH Mecsilla — UMEHHO TaKOi CPOK, TOCJie KOTOPOro MOJIO-
Jble CYNPYTrd OCOOEHHO OXOTHO TMOCEHIAIOT TeaTphl, TYJISIHbS U
OaJtbl, rje, 3aTepABIIUCH B TOJIIE YYXUX JIOICH, OHU TIyOKe U
OCTpee YyBCTBYIOT B3aUMHYIO OJTM30CTh, OOPATHUBIIYIOCS B IPH-
BBIUKY 32 BpeMs MeJIOBOro Mecsia. JIumib u3penka oHu ooMme-
HMBAJIMCh HE3HAYUTEIIbHBIM OJJHOCIIOKHBIM 3aMeYaHheM, YJIbIO-
KOW WJIM JIOJITUM B3DJISIIOM. M OH M OHA MCHBITHIBAJIM TO TOJI-
HOE, JIEHWBOE M CJIaJIKOE CYaCThe, KOTOPOe JAaeT TOJMBKO MyTellle-
CTBHE, COIPOBOXKAAEMOE MOJIOIOCTHIO U 0e33a00THOM YIOBIIe-
TBOPEHHOM JTI0OOBBIO.

CHM3y, U3 MAIIMHHOTO OT/IEJICHUsI, BMECTe C TEIlIbIM 3aria-
XOM He(TH JOHOCHJIOCH HETIPEPhIBHOE IIUIMEHNE, MITKUE yaa-
pbl pabOTAIOIIMX MOPIITHEN U KaKhe-TO TTyOOKUe, PaBIIIbHBIC
B3JIOXH, B TaKT KOTOPbIM TaK kK€ Pa3MEpeHHO B3JparvBaja jie-
peBsiHHas manyda «Scrpedar». [log Konecamu nmapoxona KJIOKo-
Tajia BOJIa, BHIOpAChIBasi cepuThie Oyrpbl Oeoi meHbl. 3a Kop-
MO, TOPOTUIUBO JIOTOHSIS €€, OeXkKaIu Psb JJTMHHBIX, ITUPOKUX
BOJIH; OeJible KypuaBble rped HM HEOKMJAHHO BCKHUIMAIW HA MX
MYTHO-3€JIEHOI BEepILUHE U, IJIABHO OMYCTUBILIUCH BHU3, BAPYT
TasuTA, TOYHO MPATAINCH TO Boxmy. Pacxoasick 1o peke Bce 1mm-
pe, Bce Aajbliie, BOJHBI Ha0eraau Ha Oeper, KoyeOau v MpUru-
6a1 K 3eMJIe KUIKUE KYCThl UBHSKA U, Pa30MBIIKCH C IITyMHBIM
TUIECKOM M TIEHOI0 00 OTKOC, Oekanu Hazal, OOHakask MOKPYIO
NIECUYaHyI0 OTMEJTb, BCIO N3bEICHHYIO TPUOOEM.



Koe-rie Ha Kycrax BUcenM JUIMHHBIE pblOaubk ceT. Yaiiku
C IPOH3UTEIBHBIM KPUKOM JIETEJIA HABCTPEUy NapOXOmy, CBEP-
Kas Ha COJIHIIE MPU KaXJOM B3MAaxe CBOMX IIUPOKHUX, U30THY-
ThIX KpbUTbeB. M3penka Ha 6onotuctoM Oepery BUIHeIach cepast
LIS, CTOSIBIIIAs B BAXKHOW M 33 yMUYMBOM 1103€ Ha CBOMX [JIJIMH-
HBIX KpPaCHOBAaThIX HOTaXx.

Ho 310 onHooOpa3ue He npuckyuuBaio Bepe JIbBoBHE U He
YTOMJISIJIO €e, TIOTOMY 4YTO Ha Bechb OOXHW MHUp OHa IJsijena
CKBO3b paly’kKHYIO MeJIEHY TUXOI'0 OYapOBaHbs1, IEPENOIHIBIIIE-
ro ee ayuly. Ei Bce Ka3aaoch MUIBIM M IOPOTMM: U «HAI» T1a-
pPOX0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO UYKMCTEHBKHMI M OBICTpPBIN mapoxon! — u
«Halll» Kal1TaH — 3JJ0pPOBEHHbIN TOJICTAK B IAPYCUHOBOM Mape 1
KJIEGHYaTOM KapTy3e, ¢ OarpoBbIM JIMIIOM, CU3bIM HOCOM U 3Be-
PUHBIM IOJIOCOM, JaBHO OXPUIIIIMM OT HETIOroJl, OpaHbsl U NbsIH-
CTBa, — «HAII» JIOIIMAaH — KPACUBbIN, YePHOOOPOIBIA MYKHK B
KpacHOU pyOaxe, KOTOPBIi BEpTeJl B CBOEH CTEKJISTHHOMN OyI0uKke
KOJIECO IITYpBajia, B TO BPEMS KaK €ro OCTpble, MPUIILyPEHHbIE
I71a3a TBEPIO M HEMOIBIKHO CMOTpeny BAasb. Cierka oomoko-
TUBLINCH HA ITPOBOJIOYHYIO CETKY. Bepa JIbBOBHA ¢ HacnaxAeHU-
€M IJIsifieNa, Kak Urpajv B BOJIHAaX Oesible Oapalllku, a B rOJoBe
€e MoJ] pa3MepEeHHbIE B3[I0XU MAIlIMHBI 3By4Yasl MOTUB KaKOU-TO
CaMOJIEJIBHOM ITOJIBKH, Y C 9TUM MOTHBOM B CTPAHHYIO TAPMOHMIO
CIIMBAJIMCh W TITyM BOJBI TIOJ] KOJIECaMH | ipeOe3KaHue JaIlek
B Oydere. ..

Wuorna HaBcTpeuy «Slctpedy» nomnagasncss OyKCUpPHBIN Mapo-
XOJ1, TAIIMBIIHIA 32 COOO0I0 Ha TOJICTOM KaHaTe JUIMHHYIO BEPeHHU-



Iy HU3KHUX, HEYKJIOKHUX Oapok. Torma oOa mapoxona HauMHAIA
YIPOXKaloIIe PEBETh, YTO 3acTaBiisuio Bepy JIbBOBHY ¢ ucmyras-
HBIM BHJIOM 32)KMYypPHUBATh IJIa3a U 3aThIKATh YIIIH. . .

Bnanu mokasbiBaslach MPUCTaHb — MaJIeHbKHUIA KPACHbINA J0-
MUK, BBICTPOEHHBI Ha Oapke. KamuraH, mpuioXuBIIM pOT K
METHOMY PYTIOpY, IIPOBEJEHHOMY B MAITMHHOE OT/IEJICHUE, KPH-
YaJ1 KOMaH/IHBIE CJIOBA, ¥ €T0 IOJIOC Ka3aJICsl BRIXOSIIMM U3 TITY-
6okoi 60uku. «Camprii maneiii! Ctyn! 3agauit xon! Cry-ym!..»
C HukHel naxyObl BHIOpAChIBAIM KaHAT, ¥ OH, Pa3BUBAsICh B BO3-
JyXe, C TPOXOTOM Ta il Ha KPBIITy TpucTani. MaTpochl 1o 1po-
KaIlM CXOJIHSIM BBIHOCUJIM Ha Oeper rpoMajiHble KyJIu | Melll-
KM, CTU0AsCh MOJ UX TSKECTBIO U MPUAEPKUBAS UX KeJIe3HBIMU
Kprokamu. OKOJIO CTaHITUH TOJITUIMCH 0aObl M IEBYOHKH B Kpac-
HBIX capacdaHax; OHM HABSI3UMBO TpEJIarajiy raccakupam Bsi-
JIYI0 MaJIMHY, Oy TBUIKY C KMITTYEHBIM MOJIOKOM, COJICHYIO PhIOY U
Oapanuny. SIMckue somaau, HaJ KOTOPbIMU BHJIUCH TY4H CIIET-
Hell, HeTeprearBO MO3BSIKUBAIM OyOeHUYMKAMU M KOJIOKOJbIIA-
MH.

7Kapa nonemHory cniagana. OT BO[Ibl TOJHSICS JIETKUI BETeE-
pok. ConHIle caguioch B Moxkape MypIypHOro IVIAaMEeHU U pac-
TOIUIEHHOTO 30JI0Ta; KO/ ke sIPKUe KPACKU 3ap MOTYXJIH, TO
BECh TOPU3OHT OCBETUJICS POBHBIM TBUILHO-PO30BBIM CHSTHHEM.
HakoHel 1 3T0 crsiHYe TTOMEPKJIO, U TOJIbKO HEBBICOKO HaJ| 3eM-
Jieil, B TOM MecTe, TJie 3aKaTUJIOCh COJIHIIE, OCTajlach HesiCHas
JUTMHHAST pO30Basi MOJIOCKA, HE3aMETHO TMePeXO/IUBIIIasi HABEPXY
B HEXXHBIN TOTyOOBaTHI OTTEHOK BEYepHEro HeOa, a BHU3Y B TsI-



JKEJTYI0 CU30BaTyI0 MIUTY, MOABIMABIIYIOCS OT 3eMJIr. Bo3myx cry-
cruics, moxonozaen. OTKyaa-To ToHeCCs U CKOJIBb3HYJI 0 mayoe
craObIii 3armax Mejia u Chipoi TpaBbl. Ha BocTOKe, 3a BOJIHUCTOM
JIMHUEN XOJIMOB, pa3pacTajics TEMHO-30JI0TOW CBET JIyHbI, FOTO-
BOI1 B30MTH. OHa Moka3asach CHauaja TOJIbKO OJJHUM KPAEIIKOM
¥ TIOTOM BBITUTBUIA OOJIBINASI, OTHEHHO-KpAcHas U Kak OyaTo Obl
NIPUTLTIOCHYTas1 CBEPXY.

Ha mapoxoze 3aXrim 371eKTpUUYecTBO M 3aCBETUIM Ha Oop-
Tax cUrHajbHble (poHapu. 3 TpyOBl BaIMIM JAJTMHHBIM CHOIIOM
¥l CTJIAJIMCh 32 TTAPOXOJIOM, Tasl B BO3/AyXe, KpacHbIe MCKphl. Bosia
Kazajiach cBeT/Iee HeOa U yxe He kuresa 6ombiiie. OHa yCIOKOM-
J1ach, 3aTUXJIA, U BOJIHBI OT MApOX0/ia PACXOAUIIKCH MO HEH TaKue
YKCThIC U IIAJJKUE, KaK OyaTO Obl OHU POXKIAIMCH U 3aCTHIBAIN
B KUJIKOM cTekJie. JIyHa mojHsuiach eine Bhillle U MoOJieTHeNa;
JIMCK ee CHeJaJCsl TPABWIIbHBIM U OJIECTSIIIIUM, KaK OTIOJUPO-
BaHHBIN cepeOpsaHbIi UT. [1o Boze mpoTsiHyJcs oT Oepera K na-
POXOJ1y ¥ 3aUTpal 30JI0THIMU OJIECTKAMU U CTPYHKAMU JJTUHHBIN
JPOKAIIHANA CTOJIO.

CraHoBWJIOCH CBek0. [TOKpOMIIEeB 3aMeTHII, UTO KeHa ero JBa
pasa coaporHyJyiach rie4yaMu U CIIMHOM TMOJ] CBOMM IIEPCTSHBIM
TUIATKOM, U, HATHYBIIUCh K HE, CIIPOCHIT:

— ITtnuka mog, tede He xonogHo? MoxeTr ObITh, IIOWIEM B
KaoTy?

Bepa JIbBOBHA MOAIHSIA TOIOBY M MIOCMOTpeNia Ha MyXka. Ero
JIVILIO TIPY JTYHHOM CBeTe CTaJIo Oyie/iHee OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, ITyIITH-
CTBIE YChI U OCTPOKOHEYHasi OOPOJIKAa BHIPHCOBHIBAJIVCH pe3ye, a



1a3a yIJIMHWINCH Y TIPUHSIIA CTPAHHOE, HeKHOE BhIPaKeHUE.

— Her, Her... He Oecnokoiicsl, MUJIBINA... MHE OYeHb XOpO-
1110, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

Ona He 4yBCTBOBaJIa XOJIO[a, HO €e OXBaTHJIa Ta IeMsias,
TOMHas KyTb, KOTOPAasi OBJI/IEBAET HEPBHBIMH JIIOIbMU B SIPKHE
JIyHHBIE HOUM, KOrja HeOO KaXeTcsl XOIOJHON M OTPOMHOM TTy-
creiHel. Huskue 6epera, OexaBiiie MUMO Mapoxo/a, ObUIA MOJT-
YaJMBbI U TleYaIbHbI, TPUOPEKHbIE Jieca, OKYyTaHHbIE BIaXKHBIM
MPAaKOM, Ka3aJIUCh CTPAITHBIMHU.

Y Beps! JIbBOBHBI BAPYT ABWIOCH HENPEOAOIUMOE KEIaHNUE
NPUWIBHYTh KaK MOXXHO OJIKE K CBOEMY MYXKY, CIIPSITAaTh IOJIO-
BY Ha CWJIBHOW IpyAx 3TOro OJIM3KOro 4eoBeKa, COrpeThCsi ero
TETUIOTOMA. . .

OH, TOYHO yra/ibiBasi € MUMOJIETHOE JKeJIaHUEe, TUXO OOBUII e
TIOJIOBUHOW CBOETO IIMPOKOTO MaJIbTO, M OHU 00a 3aTHXJIU, ITPH-
KaBIIKCh JIPYT K JAPYTY, U, Kacasich Ipyr Apyra rojoBamMu, CJiu-
JIVCh B OJIVIH TPALIMO3HBIA TEMHBIN CHITYIT, MEKIY TEM Kak JIyHa
Opocasia sipkue cepeOpsiHbIe ITSITHA HA WX TUICYW U Ha OYepTaHKe
ux Quryp.

[MTapoxon cray ABUraThcsi OCTOpOXKHEe, U3 OOS3HU HATKHYTh-
Csl Ha MeJb... MaTpochkl Ha HOCY U3MEPSUIN TIIyOMHY PEeKH, U B
HOYHOM BO3/IyXe OTUYETJIMBO 3ByUaI UX MPOTSIKHBIE BOCKJIUIIA-
Hus: «Ille-ects!.. lllects ¢ nonoBu-uHoM! Bo-ocems!.. [1o-ox Ta-
6a-ak!.. Ce-Mb!» B 3THX BBICOKMX CTOHYIIMX 3ByKaX CJIBIIIATIOCH
TO K€ YHbIHME, KAKUM ObUIY TIOJIHBI TEMHBIE, TIeUaJibHbIe Oepera u
xomnogaoe He6o. Ho nop [Tnamom 610 04YeHb Terio, U, KPerko



NPYOKUMAsICh K JII0OMMOMY 4esioBeKy, Bepa JIbBoBHa elne riy0-
K€ OIyIaJa CBOE CYACTHE.

Ha nmpaBom Gepery nokazaiuch CMyTHbIE OUepTaHUsI BBICOKOI
TOpBI C JIETKOM, pe3HOU, NepeBSHHON OeceIKoi Ha caMol Bep-
mmHe. becenka Oblia sIpKO OCBelleHa, U BHYTPH €€ TBUTAJIUCh
mony. BuyiHO OBLTO, KaK, YCIIBIIIAB IIyM MPUOTKAIONIErocs Ta-
poxofa, OHY MOAXOJWIN K MepuiaM U, OOJIOKOTHUBIIIUCH HA HUX,
VI BHU3.

— Ax, Bonogas, nocmotpu, kakas IIpenects! — BockMKHYyIa
Bepa JIpBoBHa. CoBceM KpyxkeBHast Oecenka... Bor Obl Ham ¢
TOOOW 34€Ch MOXKUTh. ..

— 4 3neck mpoBen uenoe Jieto, — ckasai [lokpomiies.

— Ha? Heyxem? D1o, HaBEpHO, Ube-HUOYIb UMeHVe?

— Kuaszeit [lnpkoBbix. OueHs OoraTbie JIOIH. . .

Omna He BujeNa €ro Jmiia, HO 4YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO, IIPOU3HOCS
9TH CJIOBA, OH CJIETKa pasIyIaKMBAET KOHIIAMU NaJIbLIEB CBOU YChI
¥ YTO B €ro TojI0ce 3BYYHUT YJIbIOKAa BOCTIOMUHAHUSI.

— Korpma xe 1b1 661 TaM? Thl MHE HUYETO O HUX HE PacCKa3bl-
BaJI... Yto oHU 3a mongu?

— Jliomu?.. Kak Tebe cka3zars?.. Hu mypHble, HU XOpoIIKeE. ..
Becenble aoau. ..

OH 3amomTyas, TpoAoIKast yIblOAThCSI CBOMM BOCTIOMUHAHH-
am. Torpa Bepa JIbBoBHA cka3aua:

— Tol cmeeribes. .. Tol, BEpHO, BCIOMHUIT YTO-HUOY/Ib UHTE-
pecHoe?

— O Her... Huuero... POBHO HMYEro MHTEPECHOTO, — BO3pa3u



[TokpomIieB 1 Kpermue 0OHsIT TAJINIo XKeHbl. — TaK. .. MaJeHbKHe
[JIYHIOCTH. .. HE CTOUT U BCIOMUHATb.

Bepa JIbBOBHa He xoTena OoJbllie paccrpammBarb, HO Ilo-
KPOMIIEB HavaJl TOBOPUTH caM. EMy npusATHO ObLIO, UTO €ro Ke-
Ha Y3HAeT, B KaKOU IMUPOKOW OapCKON OOCTAaHOBKE eMy MPUXO-
JWJIOCh JKUTh. DTO MIEKOTATI0 MEJIOYHBIM, HO TMPHUATHBIM 00pa-
30M ero camommooue. [IIMpKoBbI KUJIM JIETOM B CBOEM MMEHUH,
TOYb-B-TOYb KaK aHIyMiickue jopabl. [lpaBaa, cam [lokpomiues
OBLT TaM TOJIBKO PETIETUTOPOM, HO OH CyMell ce0s TOCTaBUTh TaK,
YTO C HUIM OOpAIIaICh KaK CO CBOMM, Jja’ke OOJbIIe TOTO, — KaK
¢ OMM3KKMM YeslOBEeKOM. Bellb HaCTOSAIMX CBETCKUX JIONEH BCe-
IO CKOpEee M y3Haelllb UMEHHO IO UX 0YapOBaTeIbHOW ITPOCTOTE.
Jleto mpomMenbKHYJIO yIUBUTEIBHO OBICTPO U BECEJIO: JIayH-TeH-
HUC, TUKHUKY, APaJIbl, CIIEKTAKJIH, TPOTYJIKU BepXoM. .. K 00e-
1y BCEe COOMPAHUCH MO 3BYKY TOHra, HEMpPEeMEeHHO BO (ppakax u
OeJIbIX TAJICTyKaX, — OJIHUM CJIOBOM, CaMO€ YTOHYEHHOE COe/IH-
HEHME CTPOroro 3THKeTa ¢ MPOCTOTOM M MPEKPACHBIX MaHep ¢
HENPUHYKJCHHOM BecesibeM. KOHEUHO, B TaKOM KW3HU €CTh U
CBOU HEJJOCTATKH, HO TMOXUTh €10 XOTh OTHO JIETO — ¥ TO YPE3BHI-
YalHO MPUSITHO.

Bepa JIpBOBHa ciyiana ero, He pepbiBast HA OAHUM CJIOBOM
U B TO XK€ BpPeMsI UCTIBIThIBAsI HEXOPOIIIee, MOX0Kee HA PEBHOCTh
qyBCTBO. Eif ObU10 OOJIBHO yMaThb, YTO Y HETO B AMSITH OCTaJICS
XOTb OJIMH CYACTJIMBbIA MOMEHT U3 €r0 IIPEKHEU )KU3HU, HE YHU-
YTOKEHHBIH, HE CTJIA)KEHHBIN UX TETEePElTHUM OOIIIM CYACTHEM.

becenka BOpyr TouHO cropsTanach 3a HOBOpoToM. Bepa



JIbBOBHA Monyasia, a [TokpomiieB, yBJI€UEHHBI CBOUMU BOCIIO-
MUHAHUSIMU, TPOJOJIKAL:

— Hy, koHeuHo, urpanu B 000Bb, 0€3 3TOTO Ha Jlaue HeJb3sl.
Bce urpasnu, HauMHas co CTaporo KHsA3s M KOHYast 0e3yChbIMU JIH-
HercTaMu, MOUMHU YueHUKamu. Yl Bce Apyr Apyry NOKPOBUTEb-
CTBOBAJIM, CMOTPEJIM CKBO3b MaJIbLIbI.

— A 11? ThI TOXE. .. yXaXHUBaJ 32 KEM-HUOY/Ib? — CIIpOCHIIa
Bepa JIbBOBHA HEECTECTBEHHO CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM.

OH npoBet pyKoy Mo ycaMm. DTOT CaMOJIOBOJIbHBIN, TaK XOPO-
110 3HaKOMBbIM Bepe JIbBOBHE keCT BAPYI MOKA3aJcCs €M IMOI-
JIBIM.

— H-pma... u 1 Toxe. Y MeHs BbllleJ MaJIEHbKUI POMaH C
KHsDKHOM K3T. OueHb cMelHOM poMaH U, MOXalyl, eclu XO-
Jelb, Jaxke HEMHOro Oe3HpaBCTBeHHBIN. [IoHMMaelb: eBuie
€elle ¥ MIECTHAIATH JIET HE UCIIOMHUIIOCh, HO Pa3BSI3HOCTD, Ca-
MOYBEPEHHOCTh U MpouYee — MPOCTO yauBUTENbHbIE. OHa MHE
MIPSIMO M3JIOKUJIA CBOM B3NS «MHE, TOBOPUT, 3/IECh CKYUYHO,
MIOTOMY UTO sl HU OTHOTO JIHSI He MOTY MPOXUTh O€3 CO3HAHUS,
YTO B MEHS BCE KPYTrOM BITIOOJICHBI. BBl OIMH 3/1€Ch TOJILKO MHE U
HpaBuTech. Bbl HEypHBI COOOM, C BAMU MOKHO Pa3roBapuBaTh,
HY M TaK jasiee. Bbl, KOHEUHO, MOHUMAETEe, YTO KEHOU Balllen s
OBITH HE MOTY, HO [TOYEMY ke HaM He TIPOBECTH 3TO JIETO BECEJIO
Y TIPUATHO 7»

— Hy u uto xe? bbuto Beceno? — cripocuiia Bepa JIbBoBHa,
cTapasich TOBOPUTh HEOPEIKHO, U cama MCIyrajaach CBOEro BHe-
3aITHO OXPHMIILLETO rOJIOCA.



Sror ronoc 3actaBui [TokpomiieBa HacTopoxuThcs. Kak Obl
W3BUHSSCH 32 TO, UTO MPUYMHIII €i OOJIb, OH MPUTSHYI K cebe
TOJIOBY JKE€HBI U TIPUKOCHYJICS ry0amMu K ee BUCKY. Ho kakoe-To
NO/JIOE, HEYJEPKUMOE BJIEUEHHUE, KOIIOUIMBILIEECS B €0 AyIIe,
KAaKOe-TO CMYTHOE U I'aJIKO€ UyBCTBO, IOXOXEE HA XBACTIMBOE
MOJIOJICYECTBO, TSHYJIO €r0 PaCcCKa3bIBaTh JAJIBIIIE.

— Bot MBI 1 urpasiv B Ji1000Bb C STUM TOJIETKOM U B KOHIIE
nerta paccranucb. OHa COBCEM PAaBHOAYIIIHO OJylaroapuia MeHs
3a TO, YTO 51 [IOMOT €1 He CKy4aTh, 1 jKaJjlejia, YTO He BCTPETUIIACh
CO MHOIO, YK€ BBII[s 3aMyXk. Bripouem, oHa, Mo ee cjioBaM, He
Tepsijia HaJIeKIbl BCTPETUTHCSI CO MHOIO BITOCJIE/ICTBUM.

W oH npubGaBul ¢ JeJTaHHBIM CMEXOM:

— Boo011ie 3Ta ricTopust CoCTaBIsieT [isl MEHS OTHO M3 CaMbIX
HENpPUATHBIX BOCNOMHUHAHUU. Benpb npasna, Bepouka, raako Bce
3107

Bepa JIbBoBHA He oTBeTHIa eMy. [IokpoMIIEB TOUYBCTBOBA
K HEeW JKaJOCTh M CTaJl paCKauBaTbCs B CBOEW OTKPOBEHHOCTH.
Kenas 3arnaguTh HEMPUATHOE BIIEUAT/ICHNE, OH elle pa3 IMoile-
JIOBAJI JKEHY B ILIEKY. ..

Bepa JIbBOBHA He CONMPOTUBIIAIACE, HO U HE OTBETHIIA Ha I10-
uenyi... CTpaHHOe, MyUUTEJIbHOE U CAMOii €11 HESICHOE YyBCTBO
oBnajeno ee aymoi. TyT Obula OTYACTH U PEBHOCTH K MPOIIIE/-
IIEMy — CaMbIi Y)KacHBIN BUJI pEBHOCTH, — HO ObLlIa TOJILKO OT-
yactu. Bepa JIbBOBHA /1aBHO Cllpllajia ¥ 3Haja, YTO y KaXJI0ro
MYKYMHBI OBIBAIOT JI0 KEHUTHOBI MHTPUKKH U CBSI3U, YTO TO, UTO
JUTSI KEHIIUHBI COCTABJISIET OTPOMHOE COOBITUE, JIJIST MY>KUMHBI,



SIBJISIETCS ITPOCTBIM CJIy4YaeM, U YTO C ITUM YKACHBIM MOPSAKOM
BElIEeW HaJI0 IOHEBOJIE MUPUTHCA. BbUIO TyT M HErogoBaHue Ha Ty
YHU3UTEJBHYIO U Pa3BPaTHYIO POJIb, KOTOPAas BbIMaJIa B TOM pPO-
MaHe Ha JI0J1I0 €€ Myka, HO Bepa JIbBOBHa BCIIOMHWUJIA, YTO U €€
TIOIESTYY C HUM, KOTJIa OHU ellle ObUTH KEHUXOM U HEBECTOM, He
BCErJja HOCWJIM HEBUHHBIM Y YKCTBIM Xxapakrep. CTpaniHee Bce-
r0 B 3TOM HOBOM YyBCTBE OBUIO CO3HaHHUE TOTO, 4TO Brmagumup
WBaHOBUY BAPYT caenaycs JUisl CBOEH KEHbl UyKUM, 1aJIeKUM
YeJIOBEKOM M UTO UX MPEeXKHsIs OIM30CTh HUKOT/IA yKe HE MOXET
BO3BPATUTHCH.

«3ayeM OH MHE paccKa3blBaJj BCIO 3TY raJIocTh? — My4YUTEIBHO
JyMaja OHa, CTUCKMBAsl U Tep3asi CBOM MOXOJIOAEBIINE PYKU. —
OH nepeBepHyJI BCIO MO0 JYIIy U HAMOJHWI €€ IPsA3bIo, HO YTO
Ke s MOry emMy cKa3zarb Ha 3T0? Kak s y3Halo, 4TO OH HCIIBITBI-
BaJl BO BpeMs cBoero pacckasza? Coxasnenue o rmpouuiom? Hexo-
pouiee BonHeHue? ['agymuBocts (Her, yx, BO BCSIKOM ciiyuae, He
ra/JTMBOCTD: TOH Y HEro ObLT CAMOJOBOJIbHBIN, XOTSI OH M CTapaJi-
Cs1 3TO CKPHITh). .. Haie:k 1y onsATh BCTPETUTHCS KOTAa-HUOYIb C
stoit Kat? A mouemy xe u He Tak? Ecnu s1 ciipointy ero 06 3tom,
OH, KOHEYHO, MOCIEIIUT MEHS YCIIOKOUTb, HO KaK MPOHUKHYTh
B CaMYyI0 TJIyOb €ro QyIIH, B CAMble OTJAJIEHHbIE U3TUObI €ro Co-
3HaHuA? [loueMy s Mory y3Harh, 4TO, FOBOPSA CO MHOM MCKPEH-
HO Y TIPaBAMBO, OH B TO e BpeMsl He OOMaHBIBAET — M, MOXKET
OBITh, COBEPIIIEHHO HEBOJILHO — cBoel coBecTr? O! Yero Obl 51 HU
Jlasia 32 BO3MOKHOCTb XOTb OJIUH TOJIbKO MUT TIOXKUTh €r0 BHYT-
PEHHEN, 9yKOU IJIS1 MEHS KU3HBIO, TIOJICITYIIATh BCE OTTEHKH €TI0



MBICJIY, TIOICMOTPETh, UTO JEJIAeTCSl B 9TOM CEpALIE. . .».

W 310 cTpacTHOE BiieUEHUE CIIUTHCS MBICIIbIO, OTOKECTBUTh-
Cs C IPYTUM YEJIOBEKOM, MPHUHSJIO TaKHUEe OIPOMHBIE pa3MeEpHI,
uyto Bepa JIbBOBHA, HEUassHHO AJ1s1 caMOi ceOsi, KPerKo MpuKa-
JIaCh TOJIOBOM K TOJIOBE MYKa, TOYHO keJjlasi IPOHUKHYTh, BOUTU
B ero cymiectso. Ho OH He MOHsLT 3TOro HEBOJIBHOTO JBUKEHHUS
U TIOAlyMaJl, YTO KeHa MPOCTO XOUYeT K HeMy MPUIacKaThCs, Kak
03s101mas komeuka. OH MOIIEKOTaJ ee ycaMH 0 IIeKe U cKazall
TOHOM, KaKUM TOBOPSAT C OaJIOBAaHHBIMU JIETHMU:

— Bepycs 6aii-6ait xouet? Bepycenbka o3s10:1a? [Toiinem B ka-
10TKy, Bepycenbka?

Ona Mosya nogHsIach, KyTasch B CBOM IUIATOK.

— BepyceHbka Ha Hac HU 3a 4To He cepaurcs? — cnpocui [o-
KPOMLIEB TEM K€ CJIQJIKUM I'OJIOCOM.

Bepa JIbBOBHa OoTpuIiaTebHO MoKavyasia rosoBoil. Ho nepen
TpParioM, BeAyIIMM B KalOThl, OHA OCTAHOBUJIACh U CKa3aJja:

— [Mocnymaii, Bonons, Tebe HU pa3y HE MPUXOAUIIO B TOJIO-
BY, UTO HUKOI/IA, [IOHUMAEIIIb, HUKOIJA ABOE JIIOIEU HE MTOUMYT
BIOJIHE JpyT Apyra?.. Kakumu Obl TECHBIMU Y3aMU OHU HU ObUTH
CBSI3aHBbI?..

OH 4yBcTBOBaJI ce0s1 HEMHOTO BUHOBATHIM M TIOTOMY TTPOOOP-
MOTaJI CO CMEXOM:

— Hy Bot, BepyHuuk, kakywo ¢uiocoduio passena... Pa3se
MBI C TOOOH HE TOHUMAaeM JIpyT Jipyra?

B katote oH CKOpO 3aCHYJ TUXUM CHOM 3JI0POBOT'O CBITOTO Ye-
noBeka. Ero npixanusi He ObUIO CIIBIIIIHO, U JIMIIO TIPUHSIIO AeT-



CKO€ BbIpaXXeHHeE.

Ho Bepa JIpBoBHa He Mory1a ciate. EM cTasno QymHo B TECHOM
KaloTe, ¥ MPUKOCHOBEHME OapXaTHON OOMBKY IMBaHA pa3paxka-
JI0 KOXyY ee pyk u mier. OHa BcTasia, 4ToObl OMSATh BBIUTH Ha Ma-
ny0y.

— T kyaa, mamycsa? — cripocut [TokpomiieB, pa3OyKeHHBIN
I1IEJIECTOM €€ I000K.

— Jlexwu, niexu, g cedvac npuay. 5 eme MUHYTKY HOCHKY Ha
naynyoe, — OTBETWJIA OHA, JieJiasi eMy PYKOI0 3HaK, YTOObI OH He
BCTaBaJL

Ei1 xotenock ocratbcst onHOM M TymMath. [IpucyTcTBre Mmyxa,
Jlake CIISAIIero, CTecHsUIo ee. Brliins Ha nanyOy, OHa HEBOJIBHO
cesa Ha TO Ke caMoe MecTo, e cuiena panbiie. Hebo crano
elle XOJIOAHEE, a BoJa MOTEMHENA U MOTepsula CBOI0 ITPO3pad-
HocTb. TO U A€o Jlerkue Ty4KH, MOXOKKUe Ha MyIIUCThle KOMKHU
BaThl, HAOEraJiv Ha CBETJIbINA KPYT JIYHBI U BAPYT OKPAIIUBAIUCD
MPUYYIJIUBBIM 30JI0TBIM cUsiHUEM. [levaibHble, HU3KUE U TeM-
Hble Oepera Tak ke MOTYaIMBO OeKasli MUMO TapoXofa.

Bepe JIbBOBHE ObLIO 5KYTKO M TOCKJIMBO. OHa BIIEpBbIE B CBO-
€l JKM3HU HATOJIKHYJIACh CETO/IHS Ha YKaCHOE CO3HAHUE, IPUXO-
JslIee PaHO WJIM MO3/IHO B TOJIOBY KaKAOTO YYTKOTO, BAYMYHU-
BOI'0 YEJIOBEKA, — HA CO3HAHKWE TOM HEYMOJIMMOM, HEITPOHHUIIAE-
MO¥ Tperpajbl, KOTOpasi BEYHO CTOUT MEXKIY ABYMs OMM3KUMU
moneMu. "YTO ke s 0 HeM 3Haio? — IIENOTOM crpalimBaia ceds
Bepa JIbBoBHa, cxxuMast pykamu ropsiauii 106. — Uto 51 3Haio o
MOEM MyXke, 00 3TOM YeJIOBeKe, C KOTOPhIM 51 BMECTE U €M, U



IbIO, U CIUTIO U C KOTOPBIM BCIO KM3Hb JOJIKHA IIPOUTH BMecTe?
[Monoxum, 51 3Ha10, YTO OH KPACUB, UTO OH JIOOUT CBOIO (hU3MYe-
CKYIO CWJIy M XOJIUT CBOU MYCKYJIbI, UTO OH MY3BIKAJIEH, YTO OH
YUTAET CTUXU HapacleB, 3Hal0 Jlaxe OOJIblIe, — 3HAIO €ro JIACKO-
BBbIE CJIOBA, 3HAIO, KAK OH LIEJIYETCs, 3HAIO IIATh WIKA LIECTh €r0
npuBbIuek. .. Hy, a 6onbie? Yto xe st 0ombiiie-To 3Ha0 0 HeM?
W3BeCTHO /11 MHE, KaKOU CJIe/l OCTABUJIX B €TI0 CEPALIE U YME €TI0
npexHue ysnedeHua? Mory jm s oTraarh y HETO T€ MOMEHTHI,
KOIZla YEJIOBEK BO BPEMs CMeXa BHYTPEHHE CTPAJaeT WM KO-
I’1a HAPY)KHOM, JIMLEMEPHOM NIEYaJIbI0 TPUKPBIBAET 3710PAJCTBO?
Kak pa3o0paTbcsi BO BCeX 3TUX TOHKHMX M3BOPOTAX UYyKOW MbIC-
JIX, B 3TOM UYJIOBUIIIHOM BUXPE YyBCTB U KEJIAHU, KOTOPBIN 110-
CTOSIHHO, OBICTPO U HEYJIOBUMO HECETCS B JIyllle HOCHMOPOHHEZO
yesyioBeka?"

BHe3anHo oHa MoYyBCTBOBAJIA TAKYIO [TYOOKYI0 BHYTPEHHIO
TOCKY, TAKO€E LIEMALIEE CO3HAHUE CBOETO 8€4HO20 OJUHOYECTBA,
4TO el 3aX0Tesoch MakaTb. OHa BCIOMHMJIA CBOIO MaThb, Opa-
ThEB, MEHBLIYIO ceCTpy. Pa3Be M OHM HE Tak ke 4ykJbl €d, KaKk
Yy3K/1 9TOT KPACUBbIM OPIOHET C HEXKHOM YJIBIOKOHN U JTACKOBBIMU
IJ1a3aMu, KOTOPbI Ha3blBaeTcs ee Myxem? Pa3ee cmoxer oHa
KOrJa-HUOYAb TaK B3MISIHYTh HA MUP, KAK OHU TJISIIAT, YBUIETh
TO, YTO OHU BUIAT, IOYYBCTBOBATh, YTO OHU YyBCTBYIOT?..

Oxono yetbipex yacoB yTpa [lokpoMueB NpocHyCs U ObLI
OYEHb YIUBJIEH, HE BUJSA HA ITPOTUBOINOJIOKHOM JUBAHE CBOEU
’eHbl. OH OBICTPO OfIEJICS U, TIO3EBBIBASI M B3IparuBasi OT yTPeH-
HEro XOJIOZIKA, BBIIIEN Ha Mayoy.



ConHIle elme He BCXOAWJIO, HO TIOJIOBMHA Heba yxe Oblia 3a-
nmta OJieIHBIM pO30BbIM CBeTOM. [Ipo3paynast v CrioKOMHast pe-
Ka Jiekasa, TOYHO TPOMATHOE 3€PKAJIO B 3€JICHOM BJIAXKHOM pame
OKMBIIIHUX, OPOLIEHHBIX JIYTOB. JIerkrie po30Bble MOPILMHBI CIIET-
Ka O0pO3IUIIH ee ITIaJKYyI0 TOBEPXHOCTh, a MeHa TMOJ MapoXo/-
HBIMH KOJIECAMU Ka3aJiaCh MOJIOUHO-po30Boi. Ha mpaBom Gepe-
'y MOJIOJION Oepe30BBIii JIeC C €ro YacThIM CTPOEM TOHKHUX, TPsi-
MBIX, OJIbIX CTBOJIOB ObLT OKYTaH, TOUHO TOHKOW KHUceeH, Jier-
KUM MOKPOBOM TyMaHa. Cu3zasi, Tsikenasi Tyya, HU3KO IMoBUCIIAs
Ha BOCTOKE, OJJHA TOJIbKO OOPOJIACh C CUSIIONIIM TOPKECTBOM Ha-
psaHOrO JeTHero yTpa. Ho u Ha Heil yxke OpbhI3HY/IM, TOYHO KPO-
BaBbl€ NIOTOKU, TEMHO-KPACHbIE LITPUXHU.

Bepa JIbBOBHa cujiena Ha TOM ke MecTe, OOJIOKOTSICh pyKaMu
Ha pelIeTKY U MOJIOKHUB Ha HUX OTSIKEJIEBUIYIO royioBy. [Tokpom-
1IeB TOZIOIIIEN K HeH U, OOHSIB €€, HAITBIIIIEHHO MPOJEKIaMUPOBAIT
roJI0COM, pa3OyXIIKMM OT 37I0POBOTO CHa:

— «Bpinmuia U3 mMpaka miazasi, ¢ mepcramu IypIlypHbIMH,
2oc...»

Ho koraa oH yBujen ee cepbe3Hoe, 3allakaHHOE JIMIIO, OH
TOYHO MONEPXHYJICS MOCJIEIHUM CIIOBOM.

— Bepycenbka, uto ¢ T060i1? Yto Takoe, Mosi joporasi?

Ho oHa y:xe nmpuroroBuiacek kK 3ToMy Bonpocy. OHa Tak MHOTO
nepeyMaiia 3a 3Ty HOUb, YTO MPUIILIA K €IMHCTBEHHOMY pa3yM-
HOMY U XOJIONHOMY PEUICHHUIO: HAaJI0 )KUTh, KaK BCE, HAI0 MOJUH-
HATBHCSI OOCTOSITENILCTBAM, HAJIO JaKe JITaTh, €CIIU HeJb3s1 TOBO-

PUTH NIpaBLy.



U onHa oTBeTHIIa, BUHOBATO M PACTEPSHHO YJIBIOASCH:
— Huuero, moit mustetii. [Ipocto — y MeHs1 6eCCOHHMIIA. . .

[Ipumeuanus
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