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AHHOTaAIUSA

«Hu 0o/IvH JIUCTUK He NIEBENTIIICS KPYTroM, a UX ObLTH MUJUTHAP/IBL,
W KaX[plid ObUT HACKBO3b MPOHM3aH CBETOM M TeruioM. Ilon Horamu
Iy PIIAJIV KECTKHE Ul TPABBI, POOUBINIEHCS] CKBO3b MHOTOJIETHIOIO
CYXYIO JIUCTBY, MO KOTOPOW MATKO M CTPAHHO ObLIO WATH, TOYHO MO
Helo ObUTH YIpyrue W CHJIbHBIC MPYXUHBL [1axJio JHCTBOI0, MOXOM
W TpUOHOW ChIpOCThI0. Briepeau, mo3aau, Mo CTopoHaM ObUT Jiec —
3eJIeHOe MOpe JINCThEB, BETOK, MXOB, MOTYUHX CTBOJIOB — M 30JIOTBIM
JOXJEM CesJINCh TIOBCIONY COJTHEYHbIE JIyYW, Kak OyATO 3Bydariue
KaKOU-TO HECITBIIIIMMON OJIaroflaTHON MY3BIKOH. . .»
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I

Hu ofvH 1HCTUK He MIeBeTWICS KPYyrom, a uX ObLIM MUJUIU-
ap/Ibl, ¥ KQXKIbIA ObUT HACKBO3b ITPOHKM3aH CBETOM M TeruioM. [on
HOT'aMU IIyPIIAJIN KECTKUE UTJIbI TPaBbl, MPOOUBIIENCS CKBO3b
MHOT'OJIETHIOIO CYXYIO JIUCTBY, [0 KOTOPOUM MSITKO U CTPAHHO Obl-
JI0 MTH, TOYHO TIOJ] HEelo ObUTA YIPYTvie W CHIIbHBIE MPYKUHBI.
[MTaxyi0 MMCTBOIO, MOXOM W T'pUOHOW CHIpOCTHIO. Briepeau, mo-
331, TI0 CTOPOHAM ObLI JieC — 3eJIeHOe MOpEe JIUCThEB, BETOK,
MXOB, MOTYUYHX CTBOJIOB — M 30JI0TBIM JIOK/IEM CESUIUCH TIOBCIOY
COJIHEUHBIE JIyuH, Kak OyATO 3BydYallyie KaKOH-TO HECIBIIIMMON
OrmarogaTHOM My3bIKOH. Kpyrom ke ObUIO TUXO, TOPKECTBEHHOM,
TAMHCTBEHHOU THUIIIMHOM, W THIIMHE 3TOW HEe Mellaiu JajeKoe
3BOHKOE KYKOBaHUE KYKYILIKH, YyTh CIBIIIHBIA CTYK ST, J10-
JIETABIINI OTKYJAa-TO CHU3Y, U3 HEBUIMMOIO B vallle TIyOOKO-
r'0 CBIPOTO OBpara, U HEMpecTaHHOe, py:KHOe pabouee ryJeHue
MUJUTMOHOB HACEKOMBIX, ITOJI3ABIIUX, CKAKABIIMX U JICTABIIINX B
TpaBe, 10 JIEPEBbSIM, HAa OCBEIIEHHBIX SIPKUM COJIHIIEM U OTOJIeC-
KOM roJiyooro Heba MoJistHax.



KusHb, Kpenkasi 1 yropHasi, Kak pocT BEeKOBOro jayda, Obuia
BOKPYT, ¥ OT KaXKAOro €/1Ba BUJHOIO XKy4Ka, XJIOMOTIMBO MOJ-
3yIIEro KyJa-To BBEPX IO CTeOJTI0, BESIO TBEPIbIM 3HAHUEM Ye-
r'0-TO CBOETO — MYJIPOTO, CEPhE3HOI0 M HYKHOTO.

[MonuTryecKkuil CChUTbHBIN, CTYIeHT BepuruH, erie oueHb Mo-
JIOZION YeJIOBEK, C CYXUMU U IIUPOKUMH TIJIeYaMHu, 32 KOTOPbIMU
TOpYAJIO TOHKOE JIyJI0 PYKbsl, B BRICOKUX Cariorax v MmojuHsIIoNn
PO30BOI pydaxe, OMUH I1eJI 1O JIECY, IIIMPOKO HIarasi, PUTJISIIbl-
BasICh U MIPUCITYIIIUBASICh KO BCEMY.

W3-no crapoy CTyaeH4YeCKOU (PypakKu KypUaBUIMCh OYEHb
CBETJIbIE U JKECTKHUE BOJIOCHI, CEpPbIE IJIa3a CMOTPEJIN YBEPEHHO U
MpsIMO, HO TIO TOMY, KaK TIPUCTAJIbHO OH BCMaTPUBAJICS B 3eJ1e-
HYIO Yallly ¥ KaK cTapajicsi He COUThCS C eJBa HAMEYeHHOM TPOTI-
KM, MECTaMH COBCEM IPOIA/IABINEH B KyCTaX, ObUIO BUJHO, YTO
B JIECY OH — Y€JIOBEK HOBBIM, HE 3HAaeT ero U Oecco3HaTeIbHO 00-
UTCS 3TOU 3€JICHON TITyOWHBI.

[Tporuto Bcero yaca JiBa, Kak OH BBIIIE] U3 IOCEJKa, U IO
pacdeTy He MOT YUTH OOJIbIlle CeMU-BOCBMH BEPCT, a yXke Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO HA THICSYY MUJIb KPYTOM HET HU €/IMHOW YeJIOBEUECKOM
JYIIH, U Be37I€ TOJIbKO OMH STOT 3eJIeHBIN, TAMHCTBEHHBIN JieC,
CBOEM U3HBIO *KUBYILIMI, CBOIO TAallHY BEHAIOIINMN, CTAPbIA, KaKk
MHUD.

Ha onymiike 60sbi110ii 1osisiHel Bepurud ocraHoBUIICS.

3nech ObUIO TaK MHOTO COJIHIIA M TpaBa Obljla Takas spKas,
YTO IJIa3aM U PaJJIOCTHO, U OOJIbHO ObUIO IIsAAeTh. W3 ryctoit cou-
HOU 3€JICHU CMOTPEITU THICSTYM TOTyOEHbKUX, CHHHX, KPACHBIX U



JKEJITHIX 1BETOB, HAJ] HUIMHU TaHIIEBAJIU, TOUYHO OIIAJIEB OT COJIH-
1a ¥ Terwia, 6enple 6ab0UYKH, a BBEPXY OTKpPhIBAIACh HEOOO3PH-
Masi TITyOMHA CBEPKAIOIIEro 1 TAIoIIEero Heda, o KOTOpOMY Oclie-
NUTENBLHO Oesible W KyIpsiBble Ha pa3BEPHYTHIX Mapycax JIETKO
TUTBLTA JAJIEKWE CYACTIMBbIe 0Onaka. TporuHKa TOYHO yTOHYIA
B 9TOM 3€JIeHOH OJ1arofaTv, a Ha TOM CTOPOHE TaKOM e CILIOII-
HOW CTEHOM CTOsUJI TEMHBIW MEPENyTaHHbIN, Ka3aJ10Ch, HEIPOXO-
JVMBIH, JIEC Y THICSAYaMU 3€JIeHBIX IJ1a3 BHUMATEJIbHO U KYTKO
CMOTpEJT Ha OJMIHOKOTO YeJIOBEKa, HEOXKUAAHHO MOSIBUBIIETOCS
B €r0 I1apCTBe.

— Yepr ero pasdeper, rie TaMm 3T0 Aypalkoe o3epo! — ¢ Jio-
canou ckazan cebe Bepurun. — IlonsHy-To 51 Hamien, a rjae 1ot
«KODSIBBIID» JTyO, 4epT ero 3HaeT. .. Bce myObl KopsiBble!

OH pemmJ OTIOXHYTh M OCMOTpeThest. [lepen BHxoqom u3 no-
MY OH 3aKYCHJI, HO OT OBICTPOU XOIbOBI U KPEIKOT'0 JIECHOTO BO3-
JyXa eMy yxke OISATh 3aXOTeJOCh eCTb.

— Hapno nmonzakycuts, a Tam BuiHO OyeT! — perm oH.

TpaBa Obuta MATKAst ¥ QYIIACTAsT,; CBEKECTHIO OXBATUJIO €TO
CJIeTKa BCIOTEBIIIee MYCKYJIMCTOE TeJlo, U Bepuruny 3axoTenoch
Jiedb Ha CMUHY U PACTSIHYThCS TaK, YTOOBI KaXIbIM aTOMOM CBO-
€ro CyIIIECTBa BIUTHIBATh B CeOs TEIUIO U CBEXKECTh ITOW YIUBH-
TeTbHOUM NepBOOBITHOM 3EMIIH.

B cymke y Hero Obl1a BapeHast Kondaca 1 yepHbIi xyied. Xiie-
6a ObUIO MHOTO, U IOTOMY OH CTapaJsicsi OTKYChIBATh KOJIOACHI M0-
MEeHbIIIe, 3ae/lasi OrPOMHBIMHM KYCKaMHU MSTKOTO, BKYCHOTO Tia-
Xy4ero xjeda, HO He yIepxKaJcs U Chell BCI0 Koydacy, JIake co



HIKYPKOW, KOTOpasi MOKa3ajach €My YIMBUTEIbHO BKYCHOM.

[ToToM OH CHSIJI CYMKY, IIOCTABUJI PYXKbe K IEPEBY U PACTSIHYJI-
cs B TpaBe. U cpasy ucues Jiec, Kpyrom BCTajia Takasi CTpaHHas
BONM3M TpaBa, a BBEPXY pa3BepHYJach CUHEBA HeOa, C 3aCThIB-
UM HAa HEeW KPYIJIbIM, OeJIbIM, KaK KUIeHb, 00JakoM. BHU3y y
KOpHEN TpaBa Ka3ajach IPEMy4YUM TPOIMUYECKUM JIECOM, U TIO-
YTH Ha KaXJON TPaBUHKE MMOJI3AJIM WJTH BaKHO CHJIENI KaKUe-TO
KO35IBKM, 2 OJVH TOJCTEHbKUI KPACHEHbKUU KYYOK, CBECHB-
IIMCh HA CAMOM KOHIIe cTe0esbKa, B yrop paccmarpuai Bepu-
T'MHA MAJICHPKUMM, KaK TOUKH, HETIOHATHBIMH YePHBIMHU TJIa3Ka-
Mu. M3penka, HeIpsisA B BO3yXe, TOUHO YHOCHMAs BETPOM, MPO-
HOCHJIaCh HaJl HUM Jierkas Oenast 6abouka U CHU3Y Ka3ajiach Mpo-
3pavyHOM U KEJTOM.

Bepurun ser Ha cniHy, pacKUHYJI PyKU U HOTH, OyJITO B ca-
MOM JieJie XOTeJT 3aXBaTUTh MOOOJIbIIe 3eMJIM, W 3aKPbUI 171432,
Cpa3y MOrpy3UBIIUCh B KAKOR-TO CBETJIBIN 30JI0TUCTBI MpaK U
TUXYIO, TYIAIIYI0 M XKYXKalTyl0o MYy3bIKy. BeKu 3aKphITBIX T71a3
caMu cOOOU TperneTasiy Mo TeTIbIM CBETOM, OT KOHYMKOB HOT
10 CIIMHE JI0 3aThUIKA TSHYJIach U 0OOBOJIAKMBAJA BCE TEJIO ClIajI-
Kasl JIeHUBasi UICTOMA, a B YIIIaX HEMPEPhIBHO CTOsLIA 3Ta MY3bl-
Ka ¥ TO CJIMBAJIACh B OJJHY I'YCTYIO IPOXKAIIIYI0, TOYHO MEJIOM Ha-
JIUTYI0, HOTY, TO pacnafajiach Ha IeJIbI XOp KaKUX-TO MOTpec-
KHMBAIOIIHX, MO3BAHMBAIOIIMX U IEMYYIIMX 3BYKOB. MIHOrIa Hat
CaMbIM YXOM YTO-TO 3aBOJIMJIO CBOIO OCOOJUBYIO MIECEHKY, U TO-
IJ1a Ka3aJaoCh, YTO 3TO KTO-TO TMOAKPAJICS K HEMY, CMOTPUT U3-
3a T'yCTOH TPaBbl 3€JIEHBIMU JIECHBIMU I71a3aMH U TOBOPUT UTO-TO



OJTHO W TO ke, OYEHb BAKHOE U CEPhE3HOE, HA CBOEM HETIOHST-
HOM, HEUYEJIOBEUSCKOM SI3BIKE.

BepuruH HEBOJIBHO OTKPBLUT IJ1a3a, HO HUKOTO He ObUIO KpY-
roM: 3eJieHasl TpaBa THXO III€BeIMIach Ha CMHHEM HeOe, U Kpac-
HBIN XYYOK, KaK 3a4apOBaHHBIN, HEMOABUKHO CMOTPEN Ha HErO
YepHBIMHU TJIa3KaMu. BepuruH HEBOJIBHO YIBIOHYIICS eMy: Y 3a-
0aBHOT'O JKy4Ka ObLT TAaKOW 3araJIouHbIA BUJI, TOUHO ITO UMEH-
HO OH, Korjia Bepurun 3akpbiBas 11a3a, peBpaiiajics B IECHOIO
YeJIOBeUKa M PacCKas3blBasl U JOKa3blBaJl €eMy 4YTO-TO. Bepurux
XOTeJI €r0 TPOHYTH MAJIbIIEM, HO JIEHb ObLJIO MOIIEBETUTh PYKOH,
Y OH OISITh 3aKPbUI T71a3a.

Kakwue-T1o jieHuBble M CMYTHBIE MBICIM HATUTBIBAJIN U TSHYJIUCH
B I'0JI0Be 0e3 KOHIIA.

«Jlec, nec. .. — MammHanbHO AyMas Bepurus. — B KOHIIe KOH-
1I0B, U B CaMOM [IeJie, BCE — UelyXa, a CaMoe IJIaBHOE, €/IMHCTBEH-
HO HYXXHOE, 9TO — Jiec, 3emuisi, HeOo u comHile!.. Jlec!.. Kto 3t0,
B caMoM jiejie, ToBopuT?.. BoT, Tak O1M3K0, IpsIMO-TaKu B ca-
MO€ yX0, 0T4eTIMBO Tak!.. Kaxercs, nmpuciaymarscs nonyyiie —
Y TIOWMEIIIbh YTO-TO. DTO TOT KYUOK: MPEBPATHIICSA B MAJIEHBKO-
'O JIECHOTO YEJIOBEYKA, B CMEIIHOM KPYIJIOM KPacCHOM CIOPTYyY-
K€ M PACCKa3bIBACT... Y HEro, JOJKHO ObITh, KpyIjiasi MajieHb-
Kasi TOJIOBKA M 3a0aBHAsI Cepbe3Hasi MOPIOYKA, C YUSPHBIMHU TJ1a3-
Kamu. .. Jlec!.. OTyero 3To Kax bl YeJI0BEK, KaK TOJIBKO ITOMa-
JIET B JIEC TUIU 10JIe, HAYMHAET JyMaTh U TOBOPUTD, UTO BCS €r0
KU3HB ObLIa OIIIMOKOM, M HACTOSAIIEE CYACThe TOJIBKO 371eCh, Cpe-
I IPUPO/BI, B TPOCTOM, HEMYIPCTBYIOIIEM CYILIECTBOBAHUM ..



W Beab KaxJpli 3HAET, YTO HE MPOXKUBET 3[€Ch U TpeX AHEw!..
[IpokymHaeM KyJIbTypy, pyraem JIOfIeH, a caMu KUTh Oe3 HUX He
MoxeMm!.. CTpaHHO, €CTb TYT Kakoe-To HeJopasymenue!.. Beap
BOT KaK SICHO UyBCTBYelllb, YTO CYACThE TJIe-TO 37AeCh, OMM3KO, a
norMaThb ero He Moxelilb. VM noiimaeliib, a He yepKulllb, U CKy4-
HO, U TSHET K JIOAsAM, ropoaam, 6opsoe!.. Het, Mbl 3a0bL1H Cek-
PET 3TOM MPOCTOM PaCTUTEIBLHOM XKU3HU!.. A 3TOT CMEIIHOM JieC-
HOH YeJIoBEeYEeK, TPUTBOPSIOIIMIACS KYUYKOM, JOJIKHO OBbITh, 3HA-
€T U CWJINTCSA MHE PaccKas3arh, TOJBKO 51 HE MOTY TOHSTh €ro.
Bort, onate!.. Hy, rpomye, rpomye!.. He Tak OpicTpo, oTUeT/IN-
Bee!.. Her, e noiimenn!.. @y, neHb kakas!.. Tak Obl 11 3acHy!..
A nienio Bce B TOM, 4TO HaJJ0 BEPUTb, OYTO STO CTPAIIHO BaXKHO,
YTO COJIHIIE CBETUT, YTO TPaBa PACTET, )KYUOK CUIUT. .. Beap Mbl
Kak?.. Mbl 1ymaeMm, 4To Npupoja — 3TO TOJIBKO JIAYHOE YOBOJIb-
CTBHE, U, KOTJIa CMOTPUM Ha KaKylo-HHOYIb KO35BKY, TO YBepe-
HBI, YTO HaM JI0 Hee, B CYIIHOCTH, HUKAKOro jesna HeT!.. Mbl,
STOUCTHI, YIITYOUIUCh B CBOE YEJIOBEUECKOE, a MPUPOAY TOJIBKO
CHUCXO/IUTEJIBHO JOIyCKaeM!..»

Bepurun BApyr BCIIOMHMIL, KaK OJHAXK/bI, IIONIAB B MOHAIlIe-
CKUU CKUT B CaMblii pa3rap peBOJIOIIH, CITPAIIABAJ CTAPOTO I0-
YTEHHOTO MOHAaxa:

— U razer BbI He unTaere?

— Her.

— Heyxenu BaM HEMHTEpECHO 3HATh, YTO JeJIaeTcs Ha cBeTe?

—Yr0 xe TaM nenaercs. Mbl 3HaEM BOT, YTO COJIHIIE CBETUT! —
HEOXXU/IaHHO BECKO U CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUJI MOHAX.



«A ocranbpHOE He BaxkHO? — nogyman Bepurun. — Her, Bax-
HO!.. Hesb3sl ke CIMOKOMHO HacjlaXIaTbCsl YUCTBIM BO3yXOM,
KOI/Ia 3Haelllb, YTO KPYroM JIIOAM 3a/bIXal0TCs, TOJI0AaT, 00-
pIOTCSI 32 KYCOK XJ1e0a, 32 CHOCHOE 4YelIOBEYEeCKOe CYIeCTBOBA-
Hue!.. Yenosek He umeer mnpasa... Kakoro npaga?.. O yem 310
a7.»

Ky4oK, COBCEM yKe HE CKpbIBasi, YTO OH HE KYUOK, a JIECHOU
YeJIOBEUEK B KPYIJIOM KPaCHOM (ppayke, BaxHO U ¢ napocom 3a-
TOBOPUJI UTO-TO O TpoJsieTapuare... Jsren rae-To O1M3Ko 3acTy-
Jaj B OapadaH. ..

— 3aapemalt! — rpoMKo ckazai BepuruH u oTkpbii r1aza. Ky-
YOK MO-TIPEeKHEMY CUIe]T Ha CBOeM CcTeOelIbKe, KpyroM IesiecTe-
JIa TpaBa, 00J1aK0O BBEPXY MCUe3II0, U OE3[JOHHASI, YMCTasI U SICHAS
CUHEBA cMOTpesia Ha Bepuruna.

— Her, Hano uaru, a To TyT 3acHemb! — nogyman Bepurvs u
BCTaJI, C COKaJIEHUEM PACCTABASICh C TOMHOM JIEHbIO, [IPOHUKILIEN
BCE TEJIO OT HArPETON MSITKOW 3€MJIU.

OnaTh pa3BepHYJIaCh Nepe HUM TOJIsSIHA, TpaBa OIyCTUIIACh,
KPacHBIH XKyUJOK MOTepsIics B Held, 1 Bepurun yxe He MOT HAUTH
ero. Briepeau onsATe BCTas 3alyTaHHBIM, CTEHA CTEHOIO JIEC.

—UWnru... A xyna?.. [ne atot 1y0 mpoKIsTHINA?..

N B Ty ke MunyTy BepuruH yBuzen €ro: taMm, rae MnojisiHKa
OCTpPBIM KJIMHOM yOerajia B yalily, Ha CaMoy OMYIIIKe CTOSLT ITPH-
3eMUCTBIN, BeCh OOPOCIIUI MOXOM U JIMIIASMU, CTAPUK-aY0, C
KOPSIBBIMU PYKaMH, 3aIlylIEHHbIMU BO BCE CTOPOHBI B 3€JIEHb,
TOYHO KPIOYKOBATBIE MAJIBIIBI B TYCTYIO B3JIOXMAUYEHHYIO 3€JIEHYIO



6opony. ToscThlil CTBOJ €ro, Bech B paHaX, YepHEI JIyIJIoM, U
COJIHEYHBIE STHA TUXO CKOJIb3WJIU 110 HEMY BBEPX U BHU3.

BepuruH nonoOpat cyMKy, BCKUHYJI Ha TJIEYO PYXKbe U OT-
JOXHYBIIMMU JIETKMMM HOTaMU 3aiiarajl yepe3 nojsiHy. Tpasa
MyTaJach y KOJIEH, M COTHU 3€JIEHBIX Ky3HEUMKOB U KaKUX-TO Oe-
JIX OyKarek OpbI3raiy U3-1oj HOT BO BCE CTOPOHBL.

— Ckonbko ux! — ynuBuics Bepuruh, u emy Jaxke Kak-ToO
CTPaHHO CTaJIO, YTO CTOJIBbKO XKUBBIX CYIIECTB, TAKUX MUKPOCKO-
MIUYECKUX, JKUBYT COBCEM MTOMUMO YeJIOBEKa, HUCKOJIBKO He H-
TepecysCh UM U HE HYK/JasICh B HEM.

OH obormen crapelil Ay0, MOXOKUI HA APEBHEr0 KOCMATOro
Jieniero, BbIOpas HanpaBJieHUe U OMSITh YITyOuIIcs B vallry, Ia-
rasi 0 MSTKOM, MPYXUHSIIENCS cyxoi JucTBe. [JomKHO OBITh,
MEeCTaMHU IO/ Helo ObLIIH sIMBI U TTAJThIE IEPEBbs1, TOTOMY UTO IT0Y-
Ba Mpe/aTeIbCKU KOJbIXalach MoJ] HOTaMU.

Kakas-To cepo-xenrasi 3Mesi ¢ TUXUM, IPeI0CTeperaoinum
CBHICTOM 3aCKOJIb3WJIa B CTOPOHY OT HEro U J0T0, Oe3 OIJISIIKH,
NoJI3J1a Ha BUJLY, MOKAa HE CKpbLIACh 3a JepeBbsiMu... KopiiyH
HEOXXU/IaHHO COPBAJICS C BEPILIMHBI M KAMHEM MOJIETeN K OBpary,
’KECTKO XJIOTAsI [0 BETKAM TBEPIbIMU KPbLIbSIMHU. . .



I

Jlec To crymancs CIIOIIHON CTEHOM, TO OBICTPO pa3derascs
10 CTOPOHAM, OTKPBIBas1 3€JIEHbIE, BECEJIbIE JIyKANKHU, U HAKOHELl
Ha OJHOI 13 HUX Bepurun yBuen 4eaoBedecKkoe Kuibe.

Ot1o ObUIa 3eMJISIHKA, KpbITas MOXOM, C BpOCHIEH B 3eMJIIO
KpBILIEH, 10J], KOTOPOM, Hajl Tpy0O CKOJIOYEHHON HU3KOIO JIBe-
pbIO, BUCEJIU TUPISIHIAMU KaKHe-TO KpacHble, CHHUE U Oelible
TPSIIKY, IPUAABasi €d CTPAHHBIA U QUKW BUI.

Bcs nosnsiHka Obl1a Tak MOKpPbITA LIBETAMU, YTO TPaBbl HE Obl-
JIO BUJHO, ¥ JIEKAJ KPYTOM TOJIBKO Y30pYaThli, IECTPBIM, AyILIH-
crelii KoBep. [lo BceM HampaBieHUsAM, TAKKO Ty[s, HOCUIUChH
3[1€Ch MUEJIbl, U I'YCTO MaxXJIO TETLIbIM MEIOM.

B nepByio MuHyTy BepuruHy mokasanaoch, 4YTO HUKOTO HET,
KpOMe IT4eJl, LIBETOB U JEPEBbEB, U OH YXKE XOTeJ MONOUTH,
KaK 4YTO-TO OeJoe 3alIeBeNIOCh U MOIHSIOCh HaJl TPABOM, TaK
HEOXKU/IAHHO, YTO OH JIa)Ke B3/IPOTHYIL.

[Tpu3eMuUCTBIN, MOXHATBIN, BECh B BOJIOCAX CTOsLI Ha TOJISIHE,
Cpeny LIBETOB, KAKOU-TO CTapUK.

Jlumta ero Bepurun cHayasia coBceM He pa3o0pali, Tak OHO 3a-
POCJIO, HO TIOTOM PAacCMOTPeNl TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOE, BCE C KyJIa-
YOK, CTAPYECKOE JIMYMKO, C CEJbIMA HABUCIIUMU OPOBSIMU U Ma-
JIEHBKMMHU, OCTPBIMH, Kak OypaBuMKH, raskamu. Oner crapuk
OBbLIT BO UTO-TO OeJioe, Oy/ATO IJIMHHAS KeHCKas pydaxa, ¢ Halllu-
THIMM Ha HEWl KPAaCHbIMHU JIACTOBUIIAMU U KPACHBIMH K€ IMOJI0C-



KaMU B HECKOJIBKO PSIIOB BOKPYT Mojoj1a 1 BopoTta. Ha Horax y
Hero ObLTH, HECMOTPSI Ha TeIUIO, TECTPhie, MEXOM OTOPOUYEHHbIS
Carioru, Takue, Kakue HOCSAT 10 3uMaM OypsThl. [IJTMHHBIE KOPsI-
Bble PYKM BHCENIM HUXKE KOJIEH, a BOJIOCH U OOpoja, celbie A0
JKEJITU3HBI, B MIPO3PAYHbIX OTCBETaX Jieca Ka3ajauCh 3€JIEHBIMM.
BT OH 10 TOTO JpsAXJT M CropOJieH, YTo, KOrJa HaKJIOHWICS K
3emMJie, IIOYTH ONUPasiCh Ha Hee pyKaMu 1 OOPOIOi KacasiCh IBe-
TOB, OBUT MOX0X Ha CTapblii BHIKOPYEBAHHBIN TIEHb, €IIe TeTLIs-
IOLIUICS 32 TIOYBY KOPSIBHIMU ME€PEMYTAHHBIMU KOPHSIMM.

[ToBUHYSICh KAKOMY-TO HEOIPEAEIEHHOMY YYBCTBY, Bepurus,
BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI BHICTYIUTH Ha OMYIIKY U MOKAa3aThCsl, TUXO
OCTAHOBWJICSI MEX/1y J€PEBbSIMMU.

JlecHo#t neq 9TO-TO Jienat; TO Kak OyATO KJIAHSJICS, TO MPH-
TONTHIBAJ, TO BBITSTUBAT PYKU KBEPXY U, KAXETCs, YTO-TO TeJl
WY TIPUTOBapUBaJl — HeJlb3s1 ObLIIO pa3o0parth.

— Yro 3a yepTt, YTO OH TaM jefaer? — nogyman Bepurun.

A nies, Kaxercsi, HaUMHaII yke TaHueBarb. OH MPUILISChIBAI,
C TPyAOM ToArudast ApoxkaIive KojieHa U BHIKPUKUBAS KAaKUE-TO
CJIOBA, B KOTOPBIX BepUruHy Ciiblianoch TOJIbKO:

— ay! lay! Ilay!..

[onoc ero 3Byuan IIyxo M KyTKO, AUKO OT/AaBasiCh Ha 3eJie-
HOM, 3aJIMTOM 1[BETAMU IT0JISIHE, IO/ TAIOIIUM B COJTHEYHOM OJiec-
Ke ToJTyObIM HEOOM.

Bepurun cran noraapiBaTbhCsl, YTO TMPHUCYTCTBYET MpHU Ka-
KOM-TO HEBEJJOMOM PEJIMTMO3HOM OOpsIJie, M JOTaJKa ero CKOpo
MOATBEPANIIACH: CTAPUK BHE3AIHO CKPBUICA B 3€MJISTHKE U CE-



yac e MOSIBUJICS ONATh, C TPYIAOM BBITALIMB OTTY/A KAKOE-TO
TsDKeJoe, 6e300pa3Hoe IEpeBIHHOE YyUelio.

D10 ObUT TPyOO BBHITECAHHBIN, HEJIENO PACKpaIleHHbIH dyp-
0aH, 1 KOIjla CTapuK MOCTaBUJI €ro y CTEeHbI 3eMJISIHKHU, Bepu-
TMH pa3oOpall KyTKOe, e[JBa HAMEUEHHOe, CKYJacToe, y3KOorya-
30€, IEPEBSAHHOE JIULIO, C KAKOM-TO HEMPUSTHOM, HE TO HACMEIII-
JIMBOM, HE TO UIMOTCKOM YJILIOKOH Ha IEPEBSHHBIX Ty0ax, M pyKH
Y HOTY, COBEPILIEHHO OAMHAKOBO CKPEIICHHBIE.

[ToTom cTapuk OTKyaa-TO JOCTAT MaJICHbKUN OepecTsIHOW KO-
peHb ¢ MegoM. OH MOCTaBWII €ro nepes UI0J0M, B3I TOHKYIO
pacKpallieHHYI0 aJIoUKy, ¢ IEeHHEM U OOPMOTaHHEM OOMAaKHYJI
ee B MeJl U TIoMas3al 1o JiepeBsaHHbIM TyOam. UypOan ybiOancs
TaK ke XUTPO 1 OeccmbIciieHHO. CTapuK CMEITHO BO3/eN PYKHU K
HeOy ¥ OMATh 3aIUISACAT M 3aKPUYaJl, KaK TIhsTHBIN.

Bepuruny crano cmenino. OH pemmTesTbHO BHICTYITII U3 CBO-
€M 3aca/ipl ¥ MOKAa3aJICsl Ha MOJISHE.

B 1y e MUHYTY ITPOU30IILJIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, Yyero Bepurux
HUKAK HE OKUJAJ: JIECHOU Jiel MTHOBEHHO OCTaHOBWJICS, YPO-
HUJI CBOIO MAJIOYKY U C Y’KACOM YCTaBWJICSI HA HE3HAKOMOTO Ye-
noeeka. HeBonbHO npuoctanoBuiics 1 BepuruH, XoTs U npojon-
Kan ynabioarbesi. Hekotopoe Bpemsi OHU HENOIBUKHO CMOTpENH
JpyT HA JIpyra, ¥ BUAHO OBUIO, KaK y CTapUKa JPOKAU KOJIEHH.
[Totom OH MeTHYJICSA, KaK 3asiil, CXBaTUJI CBOUM 4ypOaH, TOBOJIOK
€ro, He OCWJIMB OT HMCIyra, OpOCHII U, BAPYT IIarHyB B CTOPOHY
Bepuruna, 3amMaxan pykamu 1 3aKprya:

— Vxomu!.. Yero te6e?.. Yxomu!.. Henp3s tyt!.. Yxomu!..



OH myTas 3TU PyCCKHe CJIOBA C KAKUMH-TO HETIOHSITHBIMHU
Bepuruny 3Bykamu, cpeid KOTOPBIX OISITh TOCIBIINIATIOCH EMY
«Imay, Iay» U eIe Kakoe-T0 «IIUPMET, IMUPMET». ...

Bepurus B HeioyMeHUM CMOTpEJT Ha CTapuKa.

— Yxonu, yxogu! — Kpyuya Ie/1, Toras Ha HEr0 HOraMH Y BECh
TPSICACHh HE TO OT yKaca, He TO OT 3710cTU. bopona y Hero Ipbira-
JIa, N30 pTa BbUIETAJIA CITIOHA, BOJIOCHI HA TOJIOBE BCTAJU JIHIOOM.

— Jla gero Te1? Jleayiika, MHE TOJBKO. .. BOABI HAITUTHC. .. —
poOOPMOTAIT OIIEIOMJICHHBIN BepuruH, HeBOJIbHO OTCTyMNas u
XBAaTasiCh 32 PyKbe.

Ho nen, oueBuaHO, ocaTaHes A0 TOrO, YTO AaKe He CIIbIIIAI
Huvero. OH Kak-To CTpaHHO, 0OEMMU HOTaMU Cpa3sy, MpbIraia Ha
Bepuruna, Maxas pykamu, TuieBasl ¥ KpU4all TOJIBKO OJIHO:

— Vxomu! [ay, may... mmpmer! Yxonu!

Bepurun HakoHeIT orajiajics, 4To Momnaji B KaKoe-TO CBAIICH-
HOE MEeCTO, Ky/1a HEMOCBAIICHHBIM BXOAUTH HEJIb3s1, U YTO CTAPUK
TOHMT €ro MpoYb C MOMsSHBL. W cpasy crpaX, BRI3BaHHBIN CTapH-
KOM, TIPONaJl, ¥ eMy OISATh CTaJIO TOJNBKO cMenTHO. OH HapOYHO
YIPOJKAIOIIE IMArHyJI K CTApUKy HaBCTPEYy.

Crapuk OTOpOIieNl 1 Ha MUHYTKY 3aMOJIK, C JIUKUM YKacoM
VIS5 Ha YeJloBeKa, KOTOPBIH, MO-BUJUMOMY, COBCEM He OOsiI-
Cs1 €ro CTPAIIHBIX CJIOB. Bepurun moaxonun Bee Onike, ¢ Jiio0o-
IBITCTBOM paccMatpuBast uaona. CTapuk molMa STOT B3IJIS U
BCEM TEJIOM CBOMM METHYJICSI 3arOPOIUTH OT UyXKHX IJIa3 CBOETO
JepEBSHHOTO Oora.

— Jla gero T Goutbes, ien? — qpyxemoOHo cka3an Bepurux



Y [IarHyJ erie OJke.

Torma crapuky, ITOKHO OBITh, TIPUIIJIO B TOJIOBY KpaiiHee
CPEJICTBO: OH OBICTPO CXBATHUJI CBOW UypOaH, C HEBEPOSITHOM, JIJIsI
TAKOTO JIPSIXJIOrO CTapyKa CHJIOW TIOHSIT €r0 HaJl TOJIOBOM U TIO0-
e mpsaMo Ha BepuruHa, He repectaBasi BRIKPUKHUBATh YTO-TO
yrposKaroiiee U mpeiocTeperaoinee.

BBLIO ICHO, YTO OH TBepAO YOeKJeH B TOM, UT0o Bepurun vc-
nyraercs, ¥ ecid He MajeT HUIl mepe JUIoM Oora, To Oyder
HEME/IJIEHHO MOPaKeH U YHUUTOXEH 4yjecHou cuiiord. CTapuk,
BUJIUMO, caM OOsIJICSI BO3MOKHBIX TIOCJIEICTBUN CBOETO TIOCTYTI-
Ka ¥ JIPOXaJl BCEM TEJIOM.

[lankHast, MasipurITiecKast MBICIb TipUIILIa Bepuruny B romo-
BY: KOTJIa CTApUK OBUI YK€ IIarax B IECSITH OT HEro, OH ObICTPO
TIPUJIOKHUIICS M BBICTPENIWI U3 PYXKbsSl TIPSIMO B MEPTBOE, Jiepe-
BSIHHOE, MTMOTCKH YJIbIOAIOIIEeCs JIUIO MI0MA.

['poxoT BICTpEIa OrIYIINII €r0 CaMOro, U B JIbIMY OH He cpa-
3y pa3o0paJl, 4To CTaJoCh C UAOIOM. BHeN TONMbKO, KaK 4TO-TO
6emoe KybapeM MOKaTUIIOCh B TPaBy.

Korna xe 1piM pasoliiencs, CTapuk, Kak YOUTBIH, JiexKaa HAY-
KOM, a B Tpex Illarax oT Hero, JIMIIOM BBepX, BAJISJICSA Ha TpaBe
UJ10J1, OECCMBICTICHHO YbIOasich B HEOO, CJIOBHO MPUTBOPSISCH,
YTO €My HeT HUKAKOTO JIeJia JI0 TOro, UTo CIIy4Yriiock. [1yrst cko-
JIoJIa eMy yXO U YacTh IIeKH, U Oesias Iierna Topyajia B CTOPOHY.

Bepurua mogyman, 4ro oH yown crapuka. UYTO-TO JKYTKO
JPOTHYJIO y HETO B TPY/IU, U OH YK€ XOTeJ1 OPOCUTHLCS Ha TOMOIITb,
KaK BIIPYT CTAPHK 3aIIEBEUICS.



OH ¢ TpyIOM MOJHSJICS CHavYasia Ha YeTBEPEHbKH, a IOTOM Ha
HOTH, BECb U3MA3aHHBIN 3€JIEHBIO, C TPACYIIMMUCS PYKAMH U IO-
JIOBOW, JINKO ¥ 5KaJIOOHO OIJISI/IbIBAsICh KPYroM. JI05KHO ObITh, OH
Jlake He TIOHsUT, B YeM J/IeJI0, ¥ JyMaJl, YTo 3TO cam 00T Topa3ul
HeuecTuBOro MojiHuel. Ho yBuieB B Tpex 1iarax ot ceOst Kak HU
B YeM He ObIBAJIO CTOsIBIIIEro BepuruHa, U3 OMyIIEHHOTO JTyjia
PYKbsl KOTOPOT'O I1IeJT CU3bIH ILIMOK, CTApUK OCTONOeHe . JInum-
KO €ro MCKa3WJIOCh BbIPAKEHUEM Ykaca U oTdasiHus. PactepsiH-
HO OMJISIHYBIIKCh, OH YBUEJ CBOETO UJ0JIA U KUHYJICS K HEMY.

Bepurun Bujien, Kak OH cTapasicsi MOAHATH O0ra ¥ Kak OTIIAaT-
HYJICSI, YBUJIEB pa3ouToe, 00e300pakeHHoe ero jmio. Heckomb-
KO MMHYT OH OCTaBaJICsl HA KOJIEHSIX, PaCTePSIHHO BO/Isl pyKamu
1o sI3Be, clieslaHHOH MyJieto. [lotom orsinyncs Ha Bepuruna, ax-
HYJI, BCIUIECHYJI PyKaMmH, MOMOJ3 HA YETBEPEHbKAX, BCKOYWI U
OpocuJics 6exarh Mo MoJsSHE.

— Hen, nen! — kpukHysa Bepurun ¢ yyBctBoM cThiia. — llen,
ITOCTOM ! ..

Ho crapuk 6exaJ, kak MOJIONIOH, MpbIrasi uepes3 1BETH U pa3-
MaxuBasi pyKamu, TOUHO MOAOUTAS ITUIIA KPbLIbSIMHU.

— Hen!

bBenasi pasBeBawmasicss pydaxa MeJbKHYJa 3a JIePEeBbsIMH,
yhaJjia, BCKOYWIA U, MOANPBITHYB, CKPbLUIACh B Yallle.

BepuruH, ornycTuB pykbe, C HEIOyMEHUEM U CMYTHBIM CThI-
JIOM, 700 cMoTpen Bejiead. [lotom HepemuTeabHO MoAoIIeN K
UJI0JIy U TOJIKHYJI €ro Horow. Mion kayHyacs U onsTh Jier Ha
cnuHy. B ero 1epeBSHHOM TyIOM JIMIIE IBHO HAMEYaslach €XU/I-



Has YJIBIOKa, a KOChle TIJla3a CMOTPENM BBEPX C BBhIpaXKEHHEM
HEITPOHULIAEMBIM.
Bepurun pacrepsHHO mNOXajl IUleYaMu, MOCMOTpPEN €llle,
OIJISIHYJICS Ha OIYCTENYIO MOJISIHY Y, TUTIOHYB, MOIIEN MPOYb.
«®Py, KaK IIymno BHIILIO ! » — B J0CAJe Ha CBOIO JIETKOMBICJICH-
HYIO BBIXOJIKY JTyMaJl OH, YIJTyOJISIsICh B 3€JICHYIO Yarlry.



1

Beuepom, Korga Ha KpoBaBOM IOJIOCE 3aKaTa YEpPHBIM CTall
Jec, Bepurus cupen, BbITAHYB yCTajble, CJaJKO MJICIOIIUE HOTHU
Ha cepeiuHy U30bl, ¥ 1 Yaid. bonbHoi [1lyToB, cociaHHbIH 11O
OIHOMY C HUM [IeJTy, JIe:KaJl Ha JIaBKe U 350KO KyTaJICsl B IAJIbTO,
XOTs1 OBUIO KapKO M AyIIHO. Y Hero ObUla YaxoTKa, ¥ MO Mpo-
3payHbIM TJIa3aM | 10 TOMY, Kak c1abo Jiexkaau Ha OOHaXKUB-
meMcs JI0y CBETJIbIe TUIOCKHE BOJOCH, BUAHO OBLIO, YTO KHTh
€My OCTaJI0Ch HEMHOTO.

— VkacHo 1 paji, 4TO Thl ITPHUILIE]! — TOBOPHJI OH CJ1a0bIM ITpe-
PBIBAIOIIMMCS TOJIOCOM, HEM3MEHHO, YTO Obl OH HU TOBOPHJI, CO-
XPaHAIIIAM KaKOe-TO CBETJIOE, ITPUIIOIHATOE BhIpakeHue. — S
Beb BCE OAMH J1a onuH!.. ToBapuim 3axoqT peiKko: JeTo, HU-
KOMY HEeoXoTa cuieTh ¢ 60ibHbIM!.. OHO U MOHATHO. A 5 TYT
BCE JIEXKY, JyMalo Ja BCIOMMHAI... BCIo )KM3Hb CBOIO Ha J10CY-
re mepeopast, HIYero, Kaxercs, He octanock! CHavana Ka3anoch,
y’KaCHO MHOTI'O, a KaK CTaJl MPUIOMHUHATb, TaK Kak OyITO U HET
Hu4ero!.. Buepa 1ienblii JeHb BCTIOMUHAJ, KAK MEHS HAAHbKA ITPU-
YamaTbesi BOAWIA. .. Bblsla Ha MHe Tora po3oBasi pyOaiika u jia-
KMPOBaHHBIE CAllOKKH, KOTOPBIMHU I CTpalHo ropauics!.. [myno
Y CEHTUMEHTAJILHO, HO, KOTJJa BOT TaK IMPUXOAUT JIEJI0 K KOHILY,
yKacHO, Jaxe U TaKue MeJIOYM KaXyTcs MWIBIMU U TPOTaTellb-
HbIMU. .. HsiHBKA y MeHs Obl1a conpaTKka v Bce IPOpovMiIa MHE
TeHePabCKUI YMH U HEBECTY OOraryio... A s axe B TeHepaJIbl



OT PEBOJIOLMM HE BHIIIEJ, TaK psAIoBbIM U ympy!.. I HeBecTh
KaK-TO He ObLJIO BpeMeHU HaiTu. .. OIUH pa3 Jaxke v BIoOWIICs,
HO TYT apecT MOJOCIEN, TaK HUYEro U3 3Toro u He Buiwio!.. [la
U B CaMOM JieJie HeKoraa ObUIO: 51 TYT OT CKYKHM KaK-TO MOJCYM-
TaJl, TaK OKa3aJ0Ch, YTO sl POBHO, JIEHb B IeHb, YETBEPTYIO YaCTh
KU3HU B TIOPbME MPOCHIEI!..

[IIyTOB Y/IBIOHYJICS 3aCTEHYMBO U MSTKO, ¥ OBUIO BUIHO, UTO
€ro yTelaeT UMEHHO TO, YTO OH IPOCUES B TIOPbME YETBEPTh
JKU3HU. BbUIO HEUTO HaMBHOE M MUJIOE B TOW MaJIeHbKOW TOP/IO-
CTH, C KOTOPOW OH TOBOPUJ 00 3TOM.

3aps noracaja, OTHEHHO-KPACHBIM CHJTYST OKHA MOHEMHOTY
OJieqiHeN Ha CTeHe, B KOMHATE CTAaHOBUJIOCh TeMHO, U Juiio [Iy-
TOBa OJIE/IHEJIO U TAsJIO B CyMpakKe.

— Hy, a xax TblI ce0s1 Bce-Taku UyBCTBYEIIIb TeTepb? — CIIPOCHIT
BepurvH, cam 4yBCTBYS, KaK HEJIOBKO 3BYYMT ITOT IMpa3JHbIA
BOIPOC.

[IIyToB 3acmesiics.

— Kak mHe ce0s ayBcTBOBaTh?.. UyBCTBYIO, UYTO yMHpaIO!

— Hy, BOT... mynoctu! — Bo3pa3ui Bepurus ¢ TeM HenpusT-
HBIM, (DAJIBIIMBBIM BbIPAXKEHUEM, C KAKMM OYEHb 3/I0POBbIE JIIO-
1 yTEIAI0T OOJIbHBIX, OTHOCUTEJIBHO YUaCTH KOTOPBIX Y HUX HET
HU MaJjienniero comHenus. — Eme nonpasuibcs!.. Kinumar Ty
TaKou, 4To He Xyxe Anthl... Enie nocMoTpu, KakuM MOJIOALIOM
3arnpeiraeliib!

[IyToB BBICTYyIIAT €ro Oe3 UHTepeca, OYEBUIHO, U3 JeJTHKAT-
HOCTH, CTapasiCh HE MOKa3aTh, YTO OTIMYHO MOHUMAET CMBICI



cioB Bepuruna. OH, BUIUMO, TaK MPUBBIK K MBICH O CKOPOM
CMepTH, YTO eMy Jake MPOCTO CKYYHO OBUIO CIIyIIaTh BCE ITU
yTeleHUsI.

—Her, uto yxe Tyt! — ctabo otMaxHysics oH. — [la v uto Tam. ...
yMUpaTh, TAK 1 YMHUPATh !

Kt0-T0 BoOIIIEN B M30Y U CTa]l BO3UTHCS B TEMHOM yriTy. Buina
ObLIa YKe TOJBKO OJTHA YePHasl BHICOKAsI TEHb.

— Orons 3axeub, 4TO JIU? — COPOCUIT OTTY/Ia TJITyXOU rojioc.

— Tloxanyiicra, ®epop MUBanba! B camom zeso, 4to ke Mbl
BIIOTbMax CUINM!

B MasneHbkue OKOHIIA yke IJIsifieNia TONbKO OJieTHO-3esIeHast
T10JI0CA, XOJIOAHAS, TOYHO OCEHBIO.

YupkHy/ia CHWYKa, 3BSKHYJIO CTEKJIO B HEJOBKUX TPyObIX
NaJIbLaxX, 3arOpecs TPENETHBI CHHUN OT'OHEK.

— Bor, Tak-To JiydIle, 4eM B TEMKHU UTPaTh.

Jlamna pasropasnach MeaJIeHHO, U Mpy cBeTe ee Bepurun pac-
CMOTpEJ HEeTIOMEPHO BBICOKOTO CTapWKa, B YepHOW KHWJIETKE, C
KOCTSTHBIMM TyTOBKaMH, B OeJioll pyOaxe HaBBITYCK, C JITTAHHOW
ceqlor OOPONION U Ce/IbIMU HABHCIIIMMU OPOBSIMH, M3-TI0]] KOTO-
PbIX 30PKO CMOTpPEIU OCTpbie 4YepHble Iiasku. [lpu Bujge ero
Bepurvx BCrioMHUI TOTO cTapuka B Jiecy.

— A Bbl, ®egop MBanbIy, 4aliky ¢ HAMH HE BbINbeTe? — MPO-
noskan Hlyros.

— A ¥ BBIIIBIO! — IIYXO, KaK CKBO3b MOYIIIKY, OTBETUJI CTa-
puK. — M3 1ex xke Oynere? — MPOHUIATEILHO TSI W3-TIO] Ce-
JbIX KYCTOB, CIPOCHJI OH BepurvHa, mpuHuMasi OT HEro TOJICThIN



CTAKaH U HAJIMBAsA Ha OJTIOACUYKO.

— W3 Tex campix!

— T3k-c... — HeomOOPUTENBHO, KaK MoKa3aioch Bepuruny,
OyPKHYJI CTapUK, Ays Ha OJIIOIEYKO, KOTOPOE JePKasl BHICOKO Ha
pacTolblpeHHbIX najblax. [IoToM ¢ Xpycrom oTKycui caxap, 3a-
NI 1, TIOCTABUB ITyCTOE OMIOICUKO Ha CTOJI, Cevac e CTall Ha-
JIMBATh, CHOKOWHO JIepKa rOpsYMil CTakaH B 3aCKOPY3JIbIX MaJlb-
Hax.

OTnuB cTakaH, Moka BepuruH HanuBasi eMy Jpyrou, CTapuK
CHJeJI IPSIMO U MbITJIMBO CMOTPEN Ha TOCTS.

— Y0 BBl HAa MEH Tak cMOTpUTe? — cripocuil Bepurus.

— CmoTtpio... 3psi BbI CIEJIAM, HEJIAJAHO, HEXOPOIIO! — CypOBO
CKa3aJl CTapuK.

— A 4dro? — ynuBuicsa Bepurun.

— A 10! — HEMOHSATHO OYPKHYJI CTAPUK U B3SJICA 32 OTI0JEUKO.
Bepurus noHss, 4To €My KM3BECTHA UCTOpHS B JIECY, U CJIETKa
MOKPACHEJI.

— A BBI OTKyz1a 3HaeTe? — HeIPYKETOOHO CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Bbixoaut, uto 3Haw... Copoka Ha xBocTe npuHecia! — 3a-
raloyHo OTBEYAJI CTAPUK.

— Ha Be1 0 uem? — cripocun LlyTtoB ¢ modonbiTctBOM. Bepu-
TMHY HE XOTEJIOCh PAacCKa3bIBaTh, HO OH BCE-TAKM PaccKaszall.

— a, BOT... — cKa3aJ CTapukK, Korja Bepurun 3amonyai, — u
BBIXOJIUT, YTO ITOCTYIIUJIN Bbl OUEHb JaKe HENAAHO. S 3TOro cra-
pPUYKA 3HAIO: 3TO TYT B JABHUE BpeMeHa ObLJIM KaKUe-TO MOCEJIeH-
1B, U3 TIePBbIX. .. ’KU3Hb TOrAa TYT ObLIA AWKAs, HY, M OHU 00Y-



PATHIICH, CBOIO BEpY 3a0bLIH, CTAIM U0y KJIaHAThCA. .. Tak 1
KUBYT, KaK Obl MJJOJIOTIOKJIOHHUKH, BHIXOMUT. OIHAKO, ONPUYb
9TOr0, TyPHOT'O O HUX CKa3aTh HeUero. XopoIio KUBYT, TPABUIb-
HO.

Crapuk roBopuj Iiyxo, — yCbl MEIIaId, — HO BECKO U Jaxke
TOP)KECTBEHHO, KaK BJIACTh UMEIOIIIHA.

— {1 ¥X Tak MOHMMAIO, YTO CMENIEHUE MPOU30IIO0: XPUCTA-TO
OHU 3a0BUTH, a 00BIYAll XPUCTUAHCKHI COOMIONAIOT HE B IPUMEP
MHOTYM M U3 Halmx. Boku He MbIoT, HUKOMY XYJIOTO He Jiesa-
10T, BOPOBCTBA MPOMEK HUX HET... HPABCTBEHHOCTh UMEIOT BbI-
COKyI0 U cebst oueHb coOmonaoT. Hammx He 4dykaaiorcs, HeT,
HO TOJIBKO MJ10J1a CBOET0 HUKOMY TOKa3bIBaTh HE MOT'YT. Takou y
HUX, 3HAYUT, 3aKOH... A CTApUYOK TOT Y HUX 3aMECTO IJIaBHOTO
1IaMaHa, 4To Jid, cuutaercs. OYeHb MPaBUJIbHBIN CTAPAUYOK. A
Terepb y HUX Takoe UjeT, uto Hy!.. VM Kakue nocjaeacTBusi Tomy
MOTYT OBITh, HEU3BECTHO. A TOJILKO 51 BaM CKaKy, YTO Ha3aJ TeEM
’Ke MyTEM BaM Ternepb UATH HECHOAPYYHO. Bbl TyT neHbKa /1Ba
MOXWBUTE, & ChIH CTAPIIUI MO BEpHETCS, 51 eMy MPHUKAKY, OH
BAC MPOBOAMT.

— ®pi0! — caMOyBepeHHO NMPUCBUCTHYJ Bepurux u nocmotpent
Ha CBOE pyXbe, CTosiBIlIee B yriy. EMy ObUIO JOcamHo, 4To cTa-
PUK Kak Obl HOTAITUIO EMY YMTAET, U TeM OoJiee JI0CaIHO, UTO EMY
caMoMy OBUTO CTHITHO CBOEH MaJIbYMIIIeCKON BBIXOIKH.

Crapuk nokayas roJloBoi, HO HIYero HO CKa3aJl M CTajl HaJlu-
BaTh Ha OJIIOJICYKO.

[ITyTOB € TpeBOrou NMOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.



— A TBI 3Ha€lb, THl B CAMOM JeJIe HE X0, IT0J0Xau! — BOJI-
HYSICh, CKa3aJI OH.

— HanieBats! — xBaciiiBo Bo3pa3ui Bepurus, vMeHHO Mo-
TOMY, YTO €My CaMOMY YTO-TO CTaJIO JKYTKO, U CTBITHO OBUIO B
9TOM MPU3HATHCS.

B n36e 6b110 AynIHO ¥ TEMHO. Jlamrouka JaBajia Majio CBETY;
TI0 CTeHe OT CAMOBAPHOT'0 Mapa OBICTPO MPOIION3AIH U UCUe3aIIH
TOJ1 [TOTOJIKOM JIbIMHBIE TE€HHU.

— Hexoportio! — moBTopmIt cTapuk Kak Obl TTPo cedsl.

— Hy, 4dto0 %), — 3aroBopu1 Bepurut, 03/IMBIIUCH HA €TO OCYX-
JAIOIINY TOH, — Bbl, BEPHO, YEJIOBEK PEIUTMO3HBIN, CIIE0BATEb-
HO, JIOJKHBI O0OPATH MOM MOCTYIOK: pa3pyIIUI UJO0IOMOKIIOH-
cTBO!.. CBSAITBIE OTIIBI BCET/IA TaK MOCTYIAJIN.

Crapuk OKOCHIICS Ha HEro, OKa3bIBas, YTO MOHS HaCMEll-
Ky.

— Bamemy nieny cBsiThie OTIIBI HE pUMep! — HEOOOPUTETHHO
CKazasl oH. — V1 He Bce MpaBWJIbHO U CBSITHIE JEJIaJu.

— Yro X, mo-BamieMy, He HaJ0 OOPOTbCS C CyeBepUsIMU?
[Tycts cebe mmonam TOKJIOHSIOTCS, YTO JM? — HACMEILIUBO
cnpocu Bepurus.

Crapuk nomosnyai.

— Bcesk 4enoBek cBOero ujaoia uMeeT! — HaCTaBUTEIbHO BO3-
pas3wi1 oH. — He B ToM €110, 4yeMy 4esioBek NOoKJIoHsercs. .. Ham
C BaMU 4yKyI0 Bepy rHaTh He K quity!.. Tl cBOIO Bepy 3Haii, Oa-
pUH, a uyx)oi He Kacaiicsa. Tel ceOs1 B 100pe nepku u Oyaerb
TeM cambiM bory ciyra. He B xpame, a B ayxe! — TOpAKeCTBEHHO



Y HETIOHSITHO BO3IJIACUJI CTAPUK, 3HAYUTEIBHO TOAHSB TOJICTBIN,
3aCKOPY3JIbIA TaJIell.

— Tak TO AyX, a TO AepeBsHHBIN YypOaH! — He BIyMBIBAsCh B
CJIOBa CTapuKa, Bo3pasui Bepurus.

— Yypban!.. A Tel BO YTO Bepulllb, OapuyK? — ykKe SIBHO
HEOMOOPUTEITHFHO BIIPYT CIPOCHII CTAPUK U 30PKO YCTABWJICS HA
Bepuruna.

Bepurus 3acmesics.

— 4 B yesioBEUECTBO BEPIO, CTAPUK !

— B yenoBeuecTBO? — pa3myMuMBO U Kak Obl C HEJIOBEpHEM
nepecnpocut Penop MiBanosuu. — B uenoseuectso!.. Hy, uH no-
TBOEMY. .. VI Kkpenko Bepuilib?

— BepHo, kpernko, konu croaa nonant!

— Bo! A modem TbI 3Haelllb, YTO TBOS Bepa — IpaBasi?

— 4 nymaro!

— A Tl HE JyMai, a TOBOpH, Kak rnmoHumaeib! Bot, ckakem,
u s, u Bacunmii BacuibeBuu, U CTapuyuoK TOT, U YPSAAHUK HAIll,
CKaXeM, TOXKE — JIIOJU-YeJIOBEKHU. TakK Thl M B HAC BEPHUIILIL?

— Hy, nouemy — B Bac?.. {, crapuk, B Uj€l0 4eJIOBEYECTBA
Bepio! — yIbIOHYJICSI CHUCXOOUTENbHO Bepurus.

— Acp? — nepecnipocun Penop MIBaHOBUY M HAKJIOHWIT YXO, U3
KOTOPOTrO TOPYAJIX CE/bIE BOJIOCHI.

— Hy, Bo Bcex BMecTe Bepio! — cMesiCh, TOsICHWIT Bepurus.

— Her, 310 THI MycTOE TOBOpMILIL! — MOKayan rojJoBOU CTa-
puK. — B Kaxkaoro yenoBeka BEpUTb Thl HE MOXEIllb, IOTOMY
YTO YEJIOBEK CMEPTEH U B I0JOJIM CBOEU BECbMA JIAKEe HUUYTOKEH.



DTaK Thl U B KO3y NOBEpHUIIb!.. A BEpUlllb Thl, KAK U BCE MBI, B
npaBay Aa B 100po. .. Thl B O/ISIX TTpaB/e v 10OPY KJIaHSIEIIbCS.
W BBIXOIUT, YTO YeJIOBEK Tebe HaMeCTo yypOaHa CITyXKHT.

— Kak? — B cBOW0 0ouepenp nepecrpocui Bepurus.

— Hamennu k HaM MUCCHOHEP TTPUE3 KA, — Kak Obl HE CITyIIas,
MIPONOJIKAJI CTAPUK, HAJIMBAsI Yaid, — COOpaJl HapoJl, KHUTY BhIBA-
JIWJT Y TIONIEJT: HE TaK KPEeCTUMCS /1a He TaK MOJIMMCS, HETTpaBe/l-
HO, 3HAUUT, )KUBEM M UYEPE3 TO T€EHHE OTHEHHOM YrOTOBaHbI!..
A y camoro poxa, kak camoBap... [loctHuk!.. Tel-TO Kak Kpe-
CTUIIIbCA, KOraa aHadeMe Joed npefaeiib? — CIpanmBamp. ..
Kak 1ol Bory MonuTBbEI BO3HOCHITIH Mepe]] 00pa3amMu MOCTHUKOB
BEJIMKMX, €eMu OT TeOs1 BuHuIleM pasut?.. Ocepual, uspyrai,
Ja u yexan!.. CMesauch NOTOM Halllk... A MHE HE CMEIIHO!..
Yenosek He Bory, a Bepe knansercs. .. [loctponn cebe nepksy,
€yl U CIIY’)KUT, a B KU3HU y Hero bora-to u Hert!.. Pyku na s3bik
Bepar!.. K uemy Takas Bepa, XoTh OyJjb OHa camasi pacripaBUIb-
Has? Hu Kk yemy!.. A TOT cTapu4oK, KOTOPOTo Thl 300U H,
MOXKET, BEPHI PN, CBOEMY UAOITY HEJIMUETPUATHO CITyKUI!..
Haii Bor TeOe, 4TOOBI THI TAK CO CBOMM Y€JIOBEUECTBOM KHJI, KaK
OH CO CBOel uypOamikoit!.. A Thl 3aUeM 4YeJIOBEeKYy 3JI0 CIesal,
KOJIM B YEJIOBEKA BEPUIIIb?..

— A depr xe ero 3Hai! — odo3nmwics Bepurun u B 3amenia-
TEJILCTBE CTaJl 3aKYPUBATh, TPUTBOPSISICh, YTO BCE €r0 BHUMAHHUE
TOIJIOIIEHO OTOHBKOM CITUYKH.

— Her, He uept! — yKOpM3HEHHO BO3pas3uJ cTapuk. — To 3Haw,
4TO y KaXkJIOTO CBOU uypOaH ecTh, M HUKaKas Tiepe]l APYron Hu-



KaKOro mperMMyIlecTBa He UMeeT. bora HUKTO ke He BUJIEN HU-
rae ke!l.. Tol bora cnpammBait, kakas Bepa emy muiee?.. [lepen
HUM BCE€ BEpbl PABHBI, & YEJIOBEKY Ta M JIydlle, OT KOTOpPOU B
HeM 371a MeHbliie. Tsl MuMo cBoero uypbana Ha bora cmotpu, Tak
qypOaH-TO yxke U He uypOaH BeiiizieT!.. Bot Tebe u Bech ckas, a
Thl HA/l HUM TogyMai. A s niouny... [lokoprefime Graromapim
32 yTOUICHKE. . .

Crapuk nepeBepHyJ CTaKkaH, OJI0KUJI OIPhI30K caxapa Ha J10-
HBIIIKO U BCTAJL.

— bonbmou BH pusniocod! — cmenumBo ckazan BepuruH.

— ®unocod! — ropbko MOBTOPUJI CTAPUK U OE3HAIEKHO MOKa-
yai rosioBoi. — IIpoienus npocum.

OH BbI1LIE), HU3KO HATHYBIIKCH B 1Bepsax. Bepurun u llytos
JOJITO MOJTYaJIM. [ IIyXOM rosioc, Ka3ajlochk, OCTAJICA B KOMHATE U
JaBWJI Ha TyIy.

— Jlio6onbITHBIN cTapuk! — HaKOHel cka3zan Bepurus, equH-
CTBEHHO MOTOMY, YTO HE 3HAJ, YTO CKa3aTh.

— OH ymHbIi ctapuk! — oxuBwics Ilytos. — 4 ¢ HUM O4YeHb
mooo O6ecenoBath. .. ECTh B HEM YTO-TO Kpernkoe!

— Jla-a... — HEOXOTHO coryiacuics Bepurus, koropoMy aoca-
HO, YTO CTApUK Kak OyaTo OBl OTYMTAT €TO.

— A y Hac Bce Bpa3zOpon nonuio! — nomomyas, 3ameru [ly-
TOB, OUYEBUHO NIEPECKOYUB K ITOMY OT (Ppa3bl O KPEMoCTH CTa-
puka. — Bce nepepyraiuce, Nepeccopuuch, Bce MporpaMMsl 1e-
penytanu. .. [Ipourpanu geino, a Tenepb U TOPryroTcs, KTO Mpas,
k10 BUHOBAT!.. Tsokeno ciaymars!.. M uto TyT cioputs. Bee Bu-



HOBaThl!.. Majio ObIJIO TOTOBHOCTH MITH 10 KOHIIA... A B CYIII-
HOCTH, 4UTO XK: HeJIb351 OT BCeX TpeOoBaTh reporcTna!l

— ThI-TO JOCTATOYHO, KaX)EeTCsl, MOreporCTBOBAJ! — 3aMeTHI
BepuruH, ¢ HEBOJILHOM JIACKOI MOCMOTPEB Ha JKUJIKKME OOJIbHbIS
BOJIOCHI U SICHbIE OTKPBITHIE I71a3a.

— Kakoe tam repouicrBo! — maxnyi pykoro lytoB. — Yro ser-
KHe OTOWJIU, TaK 3TO CiTydaid!

— Xopoui cnyyvaid! —3acMesticst Bepuru, 1 riasza y Hero crajim
BJIAKHBIMU.

[ITyToB 3aBOIHOBAJICA.

— Her, B camom jienie. .. — cka3ajl OH, BUJUMO 3KeJlasl epemMe-
HUTb TEMY, — Bce Obl 9TO HUYETO, 2 CKBEPHO TO, UTO JIEKHUIIb TYT,
KaK KOJIOZIa, KOTJIa TaM Ka’K/blil YEJIOBEK Ha CUEeTy.

— JloBonbHO ¢ TeOs!.. Tol 1 TaK MHOTO cesian!

— Yto xe g cuenan? I'me ono?.. Ecnu xouems, 1, KOHEUHO,
3HAIO, YTO C MEHS, MOJTyMEePTBOI'0, CIpAIIMBaTh OOJIbIIE HEUEro,
HO MHE-TO OT 3TOro He jiervye! [IpuayT ToBapuim, Ha4yT paccka-
3bIBaTh, TA3ETHI YNUTATh. .. yXKac, 4To jenaercs!.. Tak u Opocuiics
tyna!.. Her, nexu v kauuwisia, cMepTu xau!..

— Hy uto0 T8I BCe 0 cmepTu! — HenoBko nepedun Bepurus.

— IloneBone Oymemib, ecnu oHa 3a riedamu!.. Tel He may-
Mail. .. — Bapyr 3atoponuics LyToB u faxe mokpacHes OT BOJI-
HEHUs, — 1 CMepTU He OOI0Ch... B cCaMOM Jiejie He 00I0Ch... §1
He How!.. 4 K Hel oTHOIIYCh, Kak K (akTy... YTO 3HAUUT —
cmepth?.. Korma-HuOyap ymuparh ke Hajgo. MHe TOJIBKO Kall-
KO, UTO 51 HE YBUKY, 4YeM Bce 3T0 KoHuuTtcs!.. Tak nHorna nomy-



Maellib, YTO IPOUJET 3Ta MOJ0ca, MOABIMETCS HOBasl BOJIHA, OY-
aet 6opw0a. .. OymyT rHOHYTh ¥ IOOEKJATh, a TeOs yxe He OyaeT
C HUMHU. .. TpycTHO!.. He mpumuiock... A Kakoe, IOMKHO ObITb,
cyactbe BUAETh Modeny cBoeil uiaen!.. DX, ecau Obl XOTh 3HATD
HaBepHOe, 4To Mbl odeaum!.. Ciymiai, CKaxu Mo COBECTH, OT
JyIIIY, BEPHIIh ThI, YTO MBI TOOETUM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB? — C HEBe-
posATHBIM BoJHeHHeM cripocu [IlyToB 1 gaxe mpumogHsuics.

BepuruH B3misiHyJ1 Ha CBETJ/IbIe, IIIMPOKO OTKPBITHIE I71a3a, B
KOTOPBIX TOPEJ CTPAHHBIN, BOCTOP;KEHHBI BOIIPOC, U MY J1axke
CTPaHHO CTaJIO: TPH JIHSI OCTAJIOCh Y€JIOBEKY KUThb, @ OH TOBOPUT
— MbI obeaum!.. Yto emy 110 Toro?!

— Koneuno, no6enum! — ckazas oH, HEBOJILHO MOTYITUBIIIKUC.
[IlyToB Tak M ocrajcs, NPUNOAHABIIMCH Ha JIOKTE. OH CMOTpe
He Ha Bepuruna, a Kyaa-To Bblilie, TOUHO Yepe3 rojIoBy TOBAPHILIA
OH YK€ BHJEJ CBOMMHU MPO3PauyHbIMU OT OJM3KOM CMEPTH TJia-
3aMU KaKoe-TO MOOeqHOe IIECTBUE BTN, KAKOE-TO JIyye3apHoe
HOBOE COJIHLIE.

[Totom oH cpasy ocnaden u sier. Ha 10y y HEero BbICTYIUII TTOT,
KAJIKO CIIUTUTUCH KUIKUE Oesbie BOJIOCHI, T71a3a MOMYTHITUCH.

Bepurus cuzen noTynvBIIKCh, DI HA cBou caroru. [Toue-
My-TO OH He Mor cMoTpeTh Ha IllyToBa. DTOT CTpaHHBIN Mpes-
CMEpPTHBII BOCTOPT OOJBHO pe3ast Cepite.



IV

CounHIle elie He BCXOIWIIO, Korjaa BepuruH BhIlesT Ha 3HAKO-
MYIO TIOJISIHY, HO BEPXYIIKHU JAePEBbEB ObUIN yXKe CBETJIbI U BO3-
JyX TMpo3paveH. YTPEHHsISI CBEKeCTh MOJIOJVIA, U HOTH IIarajiu
TaK JIETKO ¥ OXOTHO, TOYHO UM CAMUM JIOCTaBJISLIO YIOBOJIbCTBHE
HECTH TSKECTh CHITBHOTO, OOPOro, MOJIONIOTO TeJa.

Buuzy, non aepeBbsiMu, 3e1eHb Oblia elnle OJeqHast OT POCH,
¥ TTOJISTHKU Ka3aJIMCh MOKPHITHIMU MHeeM. TpaBa Oblia Tskena u
MOKpa, ¥ He ycrel BepuriuH BOATH B Jiec, Kak carloru yxe Ose-
CTeJIM, TOYHO BBIMBITBIE, U KOJIEHKH OPIOK TIOYEpHEITH.

OT BuepaIiHUX pa3rOBOPOB OCTAJIOCH BIEYATIEHUE YEro-TO
OOJILHOTO U TSKEJIOT0, M {yMaTh O HUX HE XOTEJIOCh B TaKOEe pa-
JOCTHOE 4yHucToe yTpo. Ilof BIMSHMEM 3TOH YUCTOTHI, CBETA W
Jierkoctd BepuruH mouty 3a0blT ¥ TIpeJOCTepekKeHre CTaporo
®enopa MBaHOBHMYA, XOTA NEpel yXOoOoM M crapuk, u Illyros
HACTONYMBO YrOBapHBaJIM €r0 He WATU B OAMHOYKY. Ocrarhes
— 3HAYMJIO TIPU3HATHCS OKOHYATEJILHO, YTO OH HATIYIUJI M CaM
cTpycw1. Bepurus moriesn Ha3io 1 repBoe BpeMs ObLT HACTOPO-
e, He BHIITCKasl PyXbsl U3 PYK U 30PKO BIJISIIBIBASICh B KAK bl
kyct. Ho B niecy ObUIO TYCTO M TUXO, HUYETO MOJO3PUTEILHOTO
HE BUIHO OBUIO HUTIJIE, U TIOHEMHOTY OCTOPOKHOCTH ocyiadera.
OH coBepIlIeHHO YCIIOKOMJICS, M KOTIa MEKY IEPEBbSIMHU MEJTbK-
HYJI IPOCBET MOJISTHBI ¥ TIOKA3aJ1aCh K PhIITIa 3HAKOMOU 3eMJISTHKH,
Bepurun yxe He MOYyBCTBOBATI HIYETO, KPOME JIIOOOTBITCTBA.



[Npesx e Bcero ero nopasuiy CTpalHas Imycrota 1 0e3MOJIBUe
TIOJISTHBI: IIBETHI, TIOHYPHB TOJIOBKH TOJT TSDKECTHIO OOMIIBHOM PO-
Cbl, HETIOJBMKHO CTOSTM B TPaBe U Kak OyATO CHaJiv; He JieTalu
ITYeJIBl, IOJKHO OBITh TOXKE eIl CIABIINE B CBOMX TEIUIBIX YJIbSIX;
HIECTPBIE JIOCKYTbSI O[] KPBILIEN OTCHIPENN U BUCEN, KaK MOK-
phie TPSMKY; JBEPb B 3eMJISTHKY OblJTa OTKPBITA M YepHEesa KyT-
KO, KaK B Mormiy. Hukoro He ObLIO Kpyrom.

Bepurun, Kak naBeda, OCTOsAI Ha omylike u nogouten. OH
HEBOJIBHO OKMAJI, YTO OTKYAa-HUOY/Ab BBIHBIPHET OCJIbIi Je]] 1
OISATh HAYHET KpUYaTh U IJIeBaThcs Ha Hero. CTpaHHO, OH Aaxke
Kak Oyaro OwbuT ObI paj 3Tomy. Ho mycroTa u 6e3mosnBue napu-
JI1 KPYTOM, U OJie/IHbIE IepeBbsl OIHU CTOSLIM, TIOHYPUBLINCH, HA
OITyLIKE.

— Hen! — kpukHyn BepuruH, cam He 3Has 3a4eM, TOBUHYChH
KAKOMY-TO KyTKOMY CO3HaHMIO OIMHOYECTBA.

— He-en!

YTo-TO TpenbIXHYJIOCh M 3alLEKaI0 Yy HEro Hajl I'OJOBOW.
Bepurun ObicTpo 00epHYJICS, CXBaTUBIIUCH 3a pyxkbe. Ho 310
ObL1a TOJIbKO MPOCHYBIIasicss BopoHa. OHa 3axJjionajia OTChIPeB-
IIAMU 32 HOYb KPBbUIbSIMU U HEYKJIIOXKE IOJIETENIa BHU3, BJIOJIb
OITyIUIKH.

«Kyna on nesancsa?» — nogyman BepurvH.

OH nofo111en K 3eMJIsTHKE U OCTOPOXKHO 3aryisiHy/1 BHYTpb. Chbl-
POCTBIO M 3aTXJIOCTBIO Morpeda MaxHysno orTyjaa. Bepurun Ha-
POYHO CTYKHYJI NPHUKJIAZAOM, HO HUKTO He OTO3BaJIcA. TOJbKO
IPUIJIS/IEBIINCh, OH BAPYT YBUJIENI BO MpaKe Kakue-To JIBE CBe-



TSIIMECS TOUKH, OECTIOKOIHO JBUTABIIAECS B CAMOM TEMHOM YT-
Jy. BepuruH HeBOJIBHO CyHYJI Briepes AyJIo pyxbs. CeeTaimumecs
TOYKM MUTHYJIM. BepuruH otcTynui miara J1Ba, ¥ 4YTo-TO pblkee
MYIIACTOE HIMBITHYJIO Y HETO IO HoraMu. bosbiias, npucagko-
BaTas JMca, paclyliMB PbDKUMI XBOCT, CKAUKaMH MOILIA Yepes
NOJISIHY Y B OJHO MTHOBEHME CKPBUIACh B KYCTax.

— AX, 4T00 TeOs1! — ycmen ToNbKO BCKPUKHYTh BepuruH u
BCKUHYJI Pykbe, HO OBbLJIO YK€ IMO3/HO.

EMy mpuIiio B rojioBy, 4To JMcHIa 3a0paiack CIojia HECTIPO-
cra. «YX He yMep Jiu OH TaMm?» — nogyman Bepurus, 3a0biBast,
YTO JIMCULIA HE UJIET HA MEPTBEYMHY.

— Jlen! — onATh rPOMKO MO3BAJI OH.

Bb10 THXO, U BCe CBeTiee U CBET/IEE CTAHOBWIIOCH KPYTOM.
BepimmHky AepeBbeB ykKe 3aropajiich pO30BbIM IIJIAMEHEM, U TO
TYT, TO TaM POOKO 3ByYaJvl MIEPBbIE MITHUYBU TOJIOCA.

Bepurun, HarHyBIIKMCh, BOLIEN B 3eMJISIHKY U, KOT/Ia I71a3a €ro
IIPUBBIKJIM K TEMHOTE, PACCMOTPEJI Ha IOy OKPOBABJIEHHBIN ITyX
u niepbsA. OH MOHSI, YTO 3€MJISTHKA OCTABJIEHA COBCEM.

— A, 4epr! — ¢ CMyTHBIM, HEIPUATHBIM YyBCTBOM I10 IIPHUBbIY-
K€ BBIPyrajicsi BepurvH u BbILLIEN HA BO3IYX.

Bce ele nepxa pyxbe HarotoBe, HE BEpsl STOM TUILMHE, OH
00o0I11eJT 3eMIISTHKY | TTOTIAJ B MAJIEHbKUM, 3aTOPOKEHHBIN CYXIM
XBOPOCTOM ITUesIbHUK. KapTrHa 1oaHoro paspyiueHus nopasuia
€ro 3/1eCh: YeThlpe Ipy00 CKOJIOYEHHBIE YJIbs BAJISUIUCh Ha OOKY,
KPBILIKH C HUX JIAJIEKO OTKATWIIMCh B CTOPOHY, M Ha 3eMJIe, BME-
CTe C BBITEKIIMMU PA3/aBJICHHBIMUA COTAMM, — BJIMIIINAE B HUX



MepTBbIe Mmuesibl. HeCKOMbKO KUBBIX, B MOJIHOM OTYIEHUM CH-
JEBIIMX KPyTOM Ha BETKaX 3arOPOIKH, Ka3ajaoch, B 0€3MOIBHOM
OTYasIHUM, PAaBHOAYIITHbIE KO BCEMY Ha CBETE, CO3epIIaii THOEITh
CBOEro Aoma. [IBe-Tpu TsAXken0 CHSAIMCh C MECTA U C TPO3HBIM
KyAKKaHUEM TIOMBITATUCh HaJleTeTh Ha BepuruHa, HO yxe He Obl-
JIO CWJTbl M CO3HAHUS B MX PAa3pO3HEHHOM I'YJEHUH, U OHU CKOPO
TaK ke TYINO YCEJHCh IJie MOMao.

Bepurus, Bce ellle HE COBCEM IMOHMMABIIMN CMBIC] 3TOTO
CTPAHHOI'O pa3pylIeHHUs], BbIILIEN C MYETbHUKA, 3aAVISIHYJ B ITy-
CTYIO TEMHYIO 3eMJISIHKY Y, MAaXHYB PYKOM, MOILIEN IIPOYb.

B masieHbKOI HU3MHKE, TJie ellle ¢ BECHBI CTOsIa HermyOoKas
prkaBasi BOJia, OKpYyKE€HHasi TOHKOW YE€PHOM TPsI3bI0, YTO-TO Opo-
CWJIOCHh €My B M1a3a. C TpeBOKHBIM TOIUKOM B cepalie, Bepurux
nofoen K 60m0Tiyy. EMy BAPYr OTY4eT/IMBO M CTpAIHO Mpen-
CTaBWJIOCh, YTO CEYac OH YBUUT TPYIl CTApPUKa, HE BHIHECILIETO
KPYIIIEHUs] CBO€ HAMBHOU U TBEPIOM BEPHI, MOCPAMJIEHHOW Uy-
JKOW M XOJIOAHOM PYKOM.

Ho 310 OBUT TONBKO JIepeBSHHBINA YypOaH C PACKOJIOTOH BbI-
cTpesioM roioBoil. OH, OYEeBUIHO, OBLI C CHIION OpoliieH B 6010~
TO, HO, 3a0pbI3TaHHOE YEPHOM I'PsI3bI0, BCE TAK K€ XUTPO U Oec-
CMBICJIEHHO BMECTE YJIbIOATIOCh €ro JepeBsIHHOE Y3KOTIa30e JIv-
1O.

Bepurun cmoTpen Ha HEro co CTpaHHBIM U TSIKEJIbIM YyB-
CTBOM. BBUIO CTHIIHO, kaJjlb, U YTO-TO, OOJIBIIE KAIOCTH U CThI-
J1a, elle HEOCO3HAHHOE, IIEBEIUJIOCH B JIIIIE.

OH, BEpOSITHO, JIONTO MPOCTOSLT OB 371€Ch, €U Obl KAKOK-TO



3BYK HE 3aCTaBWJI ero ObICTpO 00epHYThCs... CTpaHHO, KaK BO
CHE, MEJIbKHYJI B CAMOM KpaelIKe IJia3a CHTY3T JIOHIAAN 1 BCal-
HHMKa BIAJIM MEXIy JepeBbsMHM, HO Korja BepuruH ornsHyi-
Cs1, HUKOTO He ObUIO, M OJIeJHO-3€JIeHbIH JIeC MOJTYa CMOTpeIT Ha
HEro.

«[lyranass BopoHa Kycra Goutcs!» — C J0OCAION MOAyMaT
BepuruH, He JI0MyCKaBIIMIA MBICTH, YTO MOKHO TaK OecclieJHO
CKPBITBCSI B OTHO MTHOBEHHE.

OH TpsIXHYJI TOJIOBOIO, BCKUHYJI PYXbe Ha TUIEY0 1 Oecco3Ha-
TEJIbHO YCKOPEHHBIMH 1IaraMy MOLIEJ CBOEH JIOPOTOH.
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Vike Bce nepeBbst ObLIIM OOJUTHI PAIOCTHBIM 30JI0TUCTHIM CBe-
TOM, ¥ poca OJiecTesia ThICTYaMU UCKPAIIUXCS OpUILTMAHTOB, KO-
raa Bepurus, 3aayMurBO 1IEIINA 1O JIECY, BAPYT OCTAHOBHUIICS.

PoOKkMMU ¥ MeNKUMHM IaXKaMH, TpOOUpasich MO TOJISHKE,
KOBBUISUI Mepell HUM KYLBIA Cepblid 3ailuMk. Ero HemomepHo
JUTMHHBIE YT ObLTA TUIOTHO TIPUKATHI K CIIMHE W HEPBHO IIIEBe-
JIMJTUCh, KYLIbIA XBOCTUK TOpYaJl Ha HEJIOBKO MPUITIOAHSITOM 3a/1-
Ke, M Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH HAPOUYHO CTaJl HA YETBEPEHbKU.

Bruto y Bepurrna HeBoJIbHOE IBUKEHUE 34 PY:KbEM, HO UTO-
TO OCTAHOBWJIO €T'0, U, IPUTAUB AbIXaHKe, HETIOJBUKHO CTOs1, OH
CMOTpeJI, 4To Oy/IeT JesiaTh 3a0aBHbINA 3BEepeK.

BriOpaBiich Ha cepeiMHKY MOJSHBI, 3asI] Cel U CTOPOKKO
BBITSIHYJICS, BBICOKO MTOJHSIB HaJl TOJIOBOW JJIMHHBIE YIIIU U TIPU-
’&KaB K 0eJIoBaTOMY XMBOTHKY KOPOTKHeE repeanue jganku. C Mu-
HYTY OH YyTKO IMPHUCIYIUIUBAICS, YyTh 3aMETHO MOBOpauuBasi
yIIM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. BepuruHy ObUIO BUAHO, Kak ya-
CTO-4acCTO APOKUT €ro HeKHBI HOCUK, IIPUHIOXUBASICh K TOJI0-
3putesbHbIM 3anaxam. Ho BepuruH crostt 3a BETpoMm.

B necy yxke nosciogy 3BeHeN W Tpelal NTUIAid TOMOH. JIu-
CTbs1 M TPaBa MPO3PAvyHO 30J0THIIUCh B cBeTy. HeOo ObL10 uncto
¥ SICHO — HA OJJHOTO o0Jauka!

3asn meBenbHyICA. OH, AOMKHO OBITh, YOSTUIICS, YTO HU-
KOTO HEeT KPYroM M HUKakas OMacHOCTb eMy He yrpoxkaer. Ha



MUHYTKY OH JIaXe KaK-TO ocell, KoM(OopTadeIbHO BHICTABUB KH-
BOTUK U 32XMYPUBIIUCh OT YIOBOJILCTBUS, MOTOM BBITSIHYII-
Csl OMSATh, TIOAHS MEPEeJHUE JIAKU U CMEIIHO 3aMaxayl UMU B
BO3/IyXe, CIOKHUB TOYHO MYCYJbMaHMH Ha monuTse. M BApyT,
HEOXXU/IaHHO COPBABIINCH C MECTa, MPBITHYJI, IEPEKYBBIPKHYII-
Csl, PACTSIHYJICS B TPaBe U 3aBEPTEJICS KOJIECOM.

BbuIo Tak 3e1eHo, Tak CBETNIO, TaK PaJOCTHO KpyroM. 3asil,
KaK CyMacIIe/ININiA, Mpbiraj, CKakaj, Maxall JanKamH, KyBbIp-
KaJicst uepe3 rojoBy. OH, OUEBUIHO, OlIayeN] OT PAAOCTU CBET-
JIOTO yTpa M TOJTHOW O€30MacHOCTH.

Bepurun enBa He pacxoxoTasics, IIsisi HA €r0 YKUMKU U
npbUKKK. bBenHblid, 0e300WAHBIA, caMblii 3arHAHHBIA U3 BCEX,
3BEpOK OBbLJT M CMEIIIOH, U JKaJIOK B CBOEW HAMBHOM, KPOTKOM pa-
JOCTH, HE TIOI03peBasi, YTO CMEPTh CTOUT TYT K€ 32 IEPEBOM.

Bapyr oH ocTaHOBWIICS, CTaJl HA 33/IHUE JIAITKK U 3aMep, MTHO-
BEHHO MPEBPATHUBILIUCH B OJIUIIETBOPEHHbIH UCIYT. YIIIU TOpPY-
KOM, IJIa3a HACTOPOXkeE, M YaCTO-4acTO APOXKAIIMNA HOCHK... Ho,
OUEBU/IHO HE YCJIBIXaB HUYETO MOJO3PUTEBHOTO, OH OIyCTHI
JIATKY HA JKUBOTUK, OIYCTHJI M OJTHO YXO U, TIPUIILY PUBIIIUCH, 3a-
Mep B O/1a)KeHHOM CO3epIIaHUu 3eJIEHOTO Jieca, roayooro Heba u
CBETJIOTO COJTHIIA.

['ynkuid BBICTpEn MpoKaTtuics Mo Jjecy. Bepuruny nokasa-
JIOCh, YTO KTO-TO KPEIKO yAapHJI €ro MaIKou Mo 3aThuUIKy. U yixe
HE BUJIs, KaK OTUYasSTHHBIM CKauKOM OpOCHJICSI B KYCThI 3asll, OH
TIOJICKOYMJI, B3MAaxXHYJ pyKaMH M IPY3HO yIMaj B TPaBy HUYKOM.

Hekotopoe Bpemst 010 THX0. COJTHIIE CBETUJIO TIPSIMO B 3a-



ThUIOK Bepuruny, 1 Ha pUMSTON TpaBe ObLIO YTO-TO CEpoe U
KPaCHEHBKOE.

B Kycrax 3a1eBennsoch, 1 MOKa3aJIoch CTPAHHOE y3KOIJIa30e,
Kak OyaTo JIepeBsHHOE JIMIo, Oe3 BCSKOro BhipakeHus. Ocro-
POXKHO, MO-KOIIaYbU CTyMasi, K HEMOJBUKHO Jiexaiiemy Bepu-
TMHY TTOIOIIEN KeNTOMUIIBINA OypaT. B pykax y Hero eme abMu-
Jlach JIMHHAsA cTapast BUHTOBKA. OH Kak OyTO paBHOAYIIIHO I0-
cMoTpen Ha Bepuruna, TONKHYJ TPyl HOTOM M CTaJl CLIOKOMHO
3apsikaTh CBOIO BUHTOBKY.

[ToTom ornsimencst Kpyrom, MOIHSIT PyXbe yOUTOTO, OTOMIENT
B KYCTHI Y, BbIBE/I[ OTTY/1a HU3KOPOCIIYI0 KOCMATYIO JIOIIA/IEHKY,
JIOBKO MOJIHSIJICS Ha CE/JIO U THXO, MPOOUPAsICh KaK BOJIK, TTOeXal
poYb 10 JIECY.
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