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AHHOTaAIUSA

«Ky3nen Bacunuii BacuibeBrd MepKyyioB ObLT CTPOTHI YeNIOBeEK,
W KOrJa MO Mpa3fAHUKaM OH HAaNMBAJICS MbsIH, TO HE IeJ IeceH,
HE CMesUicsl U He Wrpaj Ha TapMOHUH, Kak [pyrue, a cupen B
YOIy TPakTUpa W MOJYa I'PO3UT YePHBIM OOOXIKEHHBIM IAJIbLIEM.
I'po3us1 OH M TPAKTUPIUMKY 34 CTOMKOH, M MOCETUTENSIM, U CJIyre,
TMOJIAaBABIIEMY BOAKY U JKapeHylo pblOy; NMpPUXOOMJI JOMOM M TaMm
MIPOAOJIKAJ TPO3UTD IYCTOM XaTe, TaK Kak YKe JaBHO KWJI OIUH. ..»
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I

Kysnenr Bacummii BacriibeBna MepKysioB ObLIT CTPOTUi Yesto-
BEK, U KOT/Ia 10 MPa3JHUKAM OH HAIlMBAJICS IbsIH, TO HE TeJI 1e-
CEH, He CMEsUICSl U He UTpaJl Ha FapMOHUY, KaK Apyrue, a CUel
B yIJIy TPAKTUPA U MOJSTYA IPO3UIT YEPHBIM 000K KEHHBIM Maslb-
1ieM. ['po3mit OH ¥ TPAKTUPIIMKY 32 CTOMKOM, U TTOCETUTENSAM, U
CITyre, IOJaBaBIIeMy BOIKY M KapeHylo PhIOY; PUXOIHI JOMOM
Y TaM MPOJOJIKAJ TPO3UTH IMyCTOM XaTe, TaK KaK yKe JaBHO KT
oauH. B cniopel 1 OpaHb ¢ HUM He BCTYNAIHU, TaK KaKk OT CMeIll-
HOM YI'pO3bI OH JIETKO MePEXOInI K ’KECTOKON U KPOBABOM JIpaKe;
IIPY CBOMX MATHIECCITU TOAaX ObUI OYEHb CUJICH, U Y3JIOBATHIN
YEepHBIN KyJIaK ero najaj Ha ToJIoBbl, Kak MooT. U ¢ Bugy oH
ObLJI e11le OYeHb KPETOK — XY/IOIIaB, HO KUJIUCT U BHICOK POCTOM;
Y XOJWJI TOP/IO: TPYAb BHIMUPAJ BIIEPE/I, 2 HOTU CTABUJI MPSIMO,
He crudasi KoJieH, TOYHO BHIMEPSUT YITUITY IIUPKYJIEM.

Kun on, kak u Bce B CTpesienikoi cjio00/ie, He XOpoILlIo U He
IUIOXO, M HUKTO HE JiyMaJl O HEM U He 3aMeyall ero XW3HU, TaKk
KaK y BCSIKOTO ObLJIa CBOSI TPYJHASI M YACTO MyUUTEJIbHAS KU3Hb,
0 KOTOPOH HYKHO OBUTO €XXeMUHYTHO TyMath 1 3a00TUThCs. Ho-
BBIX JIIOJIEH MaJIO MPUXOAMIIO B CI000/Y, 3a0pOIIIeHHYI0 Ha Kpaii



ropoya, ¥ Bce OOUTaTeNu ee MPUBBIKJIM APYT K APYyry U HE 3aMe-
YaJiu, 4TO BpeMsl UJIET, U He BUJEJH, KaK pacTeT MOJIOAOE H CTa-
puTtcs crapoe. Bpemst oT BpeMeHn KTo-HUOYIIb YMHPAT; €r0 XO-
POHIJIU U JIeHb-/IBa TPEBOKHO I€PEroBapUBAIUCh 00 €r0 HEOKH-
JaHHOM CMEpPTH, a MOTOM BCE CTAHOBUJIOCH TaK, CJIOBHO HUKTO U
HE yMHpaJl, ¥ Ka3aJoch, OYATO MOKOMHUK MPOIOIKAET eIlle Cy-
IIECTBOBATh CPEJV KUBBIX, WM K€ UTO 3/1ECh COBCEM HET KH-
BBIX, & TOJIKO MOKOMHUKH. 7Kum Ha CTpesielikoi BIpOroJiosp,
HO PUHMMAJTH 3TO TIOKOPHO U 32 CYILIECTBOBaHKE OOPOJIUCH PaB-
HOIYIITHO U BSIJIO, — KaK OOJIbHBIE, Y KOTOPBIX HET aeTUTa, BSJIO
¥ PaBHOJYIITHO TIepepyrHBAIOTCS M3-3a JIMIITHEHN TapeJIKA HEBKYC-
HOro OOJILBHUYHOTIO CyIIa.

Xara v Ky3HuIla MepKyJioBa CTOSUTM Ha Kpalo CJI0OOMIBI, TaM,
rie HaumHascs Oeper peku Ilepechixanku. Beper ObUT M3pHIT
sIMaMH, B KOTOPBIX OpaJiil IJIMHY ¥ TIECOK; peKa Obljla MeJKas,
¥ JIETOM 4Yepe3 Hee e3UIM BOPOJ Ha TPSCKMX, MaXHYIIMX Jer-
TeM, TeJlerax MYy:KMKU U3 coceiHeil aepeBHU. Ky3nuiia Mepky-
JIOBa TOMEINANach B 3eMJISTHKE, M Ha 3eMJISTHKY TOXOXa Oblia 1
XaTa, y KOTOpOW KPHBBIE OKHA C Py KHBIMHU OT CTAPOCTH CTEK-
JlaMM JOLLTH A0 camoil 3eMin. OKOJIO 3eMIISIHKHM CTOSUIU Yep-
HbIe, 3aKOITYEHHbIE CTONObI IS KOBKM JIOIIAJed; U OHU ObLIH
crapble, OECCHIIBHO TIOTHYBILIMECS, & UX TIIyOOKHe MPOAOIbHBIE
TPEIUHBI TOXOAWIA Ha TTyOOKHe CTapuecKre MOPIIUHBI, ITPO-
BEJIEHHBIE JJOJITO U CYpOBOI1 skM3HbI0. OIMH cTOJNO yike ABa roja
Kayvascsi. MepKyJioB, MPOXo/isi MUMO HETO MbsIHBIN, CYPOBO I'PO-
311 MY HaJIblieM, HO OOJIbIIIe HUYEro He AeNa, YTOObl yKPENHTh



ero.

[Tate mecsieB B rogy Crpenerkas caodo/a jiexana rmoj cHe-
TOM, M BCSl )KW3Hb TOTJIAa YXOJW/Ia B UYEPHBIC MaJICHbKHE XaThl U
CYAOPOXKHO OUJTACh TaM, IIPUYIIIEHHAS TPSI3bI0, TEMHOTOM U OeI-
HocThi0. CBepxy Bce ObUIO AEBCTBEHHO 0€J10, TIIyX0 U Oe3KH3-
HEHHO, a TIOJl HU3KMMH TOTOJIKAMU XaT C yTpa IUIaKau JIeTH,
OTpaBJICHHBIC THUJIBIM BO3/IyXOM, PYTrajuCh B3pOCIbIE U KOJIO-
THJIKCh JPYT O Jpyra, OECCHIIbHBIC BHIOUTHCS U3 THCKOB KU3HHU.
N Bcem Ob10 O0sbHO. Tak ke HEXOpOIIO W TEMHO ObLIO B 3a-
HEeCeHHOM xaTte MepKy/ioBa, 1 Bce B Hell ObUIO KPUBOE, YEpHOE,
TpsI3HOE TOUM Oe3Ha/Ie)KHOM TPsI3blo, KOTOpasi BbENach B I€PEBO
Y BElIM U cTaja 4yacTblo ux. OJUH Yroji MOKOCWIICS, U OKHO B
HEM CTOSIJIO KaK-TO HeJlerno, OOKOM, a MOTOJIOK ObUT YePHBIA OT
KOIIOTH, ¥ BMECTO BCSIKMX YKpAIlleHWId Ha CTeHe ObUIM HaKJiee-
HbI [IBETHBIE STUKETHI OT OyTHUIOK: «HalmBKa KMEBCKash BUIITHE-
Basi». PaboOTHI 3MMO¥ OBIJIO MaJIO, ¥ TSIKEJIBIM CHOM ITPOXO/HIA
OJIMHOKAs1 KW3Hb MepKyJioBa Cpe/li KPUBBIX CTEH IO/l YEPHBIM
HU3KUM TOTOKOM. OH crhaji, CKOJIbKO MOT, a KOTjia CHa He Obl-
710, JIeXkas U C CypOBbIM HEIOyMEHHEM U BOITPOCOM BIJISI/IBIBAII-
Csl B CBOIO JKU3Hb. BJIeIHBIMM TEHSIMU MTPOXOWJIO MPOIILIOe, U
ObLJIO OHO TIPOCTOE M CTPAHHOE JIO y’Kaca, U He BEpUJIOCh TOMY,
9TO B HEM 3aKJIIOYEHA BCS XKU3Hb €ro, a JPYroi XKW3HU HET U
HUKOra He OyneT. Bputa jkeHa ¥ ymepia OT XoJephl, U Jilia ee
HE MOET BCTIOMHHMTh MepKyJioB, Kak OyITo HUKOTIA He CyIlle-
CTBOBaJIa OHa B JICHICTBUTEJIFHOCTH, a TOJIKO MIPUCHWIIACH. BbI-
JIV ¥ IGTHU: OJIVH CBIH JI0JITO XBOPAJI, U3MYUIII BCEX U yMep, JIPy-



IO MOIIIeNT B COM/IATHI 1 mporia 6e3 Bectr. Ocrasiach OHa 104b,
Mapbst; oHa ObLTa 3aMyKeM 3a MbsTHUILIEH, canokHUKoM Ha CTpe-
JIELKO#, 1 yacTo npuderana kK Mepky/oBy kajoBaTbCsl, YTO MYXK
ObeT ee: OblIa OHA HEKpacuBasl U 3J1asi; TOHKUE TyObl ee Jpoka-
JI1 OT TOpsl ¥ 37I0CTU, & OJVH IJ1a3, 3aIUIbIBIIANA CUHSIKOM, CMOT-
PEJI B Y3€HBKYIO IIEJIb, KaK YYKOU, IIEYaJIbHBIN U EXUIHBIN IJIa3.
Ona Kpryasia Ha BCIO y/IUITy U OpaHuIa MyXka; IIOTOM HaulHaJa
OpaHUTh OTIIA U Ha3bIBaJla €ro MbsHUILIEH, a coceickue 0aldbl U
pedsiTa 3arIsIIBIBAA B OKHA M IBEpH U cMesunuch. U 3To Oblia
BCsI €T0 XKU3Hb, a IPYTOil HET U HUKOT/Ia He Oy/IeT.

W oH nexait noj YepHbIM MOTOJIKOM U yMaJl, a Ha JIBOpE TH-
X0 ¥ MOKOPHO yracaj KOpOTKMH 3UMHHUM JeHb. B xare craHo-
BWJIOCH TEMHO, M1 MepKyJIOB BBIXOIWII Ha YJMILy: Oe3NoaHast 1
IJTyXasi, CJIOBHO BBIMEpIIIasi, OHA THXO JIeXkKaJa Mo CHEroM 1 Obl-
Jla TOYHO OTpakeHHeM Oe3:)KM3HEHHOTO TYCKJIOro HebGa. 1 mex-
1y Hedl ¥ 3TUM OTHOTOHHO-CEPbIM U YIPIOMBIM HEOOM OBICTPO
Hapacrajla OCTOpPOKHasi MojiyaiauBas Tema. Ha kosokosnbHe Mu-
xama ApxaHresa OlaroBecTHJIM K BEUYepHe, M Ka3ajaoch, UTO C
KQXK/IbIM NPOTSKHBIM YIAapOM Ha 3eMJI0 crajaer Mpak. Korna
KOJIOKOJT 6€3 OT3ByKa YMOJIKaJ, Ha BCEd 3eMJie yXke CTOsiIa To-
KOIHasi HeMast Houb. Mumo MepkyJsioBa, 0 HaIllpaBJIEHUIO K pe-
K€, Ipoexaj Ha pO3BaIbHAX MyXUK. Ha MuHyTYy MenbkHya JI0-
1IaJIEHKA, MOTPSIXUBABIIIAs TOJIOBOU, MYKHK C IMOJHSTHIM BOPO-
TOM, NIPUBAJIMBLIMICS K MIEPE/IKY CaHel, — U BCE pacIlIbLIOCh B
DJIyXOU ThME, M TOIOTAa KOMBIT HE CJBIITHO OBbUIO, U JyMajiocCh,
9TO TaMm, Ky/a Moexaa MyXkHK, TaK ke BCe CKyYHO, TOJo 1 Oefl-



HO, KaK U B xate MepKyJioBa, U CTOMT Takas ke Kperkas 31M-
Hs1s1 HOYb. BJIOXKMB pykH B KapMaHbl LITaHOB, OINEPIINCh HA O1-
HY HOT'Y ¥ OTCTaBMB JPYIyio, MepKyJOB C yrploMbIM BOIIPOCOM
CMOTpeJ Ha He0O, MCKaJl Ha HEM ITPOCBETa U He Haxoau1. bblji oH
BBICOK U YEPEH U B CBOEW HEMOABMKHOCTY HAIIOMUHAJ OJUH U3
YEPHBIX CTOJIOOB KY3HHUIIBI, JO CAMOM CEPALIEBIHBI N3bEAEHHBIX
BPEMEHEM U 5KU3HBIO.

Ecmu cityyanuck nensru, MepkysoB oeBajics U yXOIuII B Io-
pon, B Tpaktup «IllenkoBky». Tam oH BuBaJ1 B ceOsl APKUH CBET
JIAMIT U TAKOM K€ APKMUA U NIECTPBIU I'yJl TPAKTHAPA, CIyIIAJ, KaK
UTpaeT OpraH, U criepBa JOBOJIbHO YJIbIOAJICS, OTKPbIBAsI ITyCThIE
BIAJMHBI HA MECTe MepeHUX 3yOOB, KOIa-TO BHIOMTHIX JIOIIA-
apio. Ho ckopo oH HamumBascs, Tak Kak ObLT HA BOAKY c1ad, Ha-
YUHAJT XMYPUTBCSI U OECTIOKOMHO JIBUTaTh OpOBSIMHU H, TTOWMAaB
Ha ceOe yer-HUOY/Ib B3IJIs[l, MHOTO3HAYMTEIPHO U MPAYHO I'PO-
311 000K KEHHBIM YepHbIM MasiblieM. OpraH, TOPOIUIMBO 3axJie-
OBIBASICHh U LIMIIS, BRI3BAHUBAJ TPECKYUYIO MOJIBKY; MepKynoBy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH HE MIPAeT, a IUTIOETCS] Pa3OUTHIMU, CKavyIIH-
MU 3ByKaMH HEHYKHOTO BECeJIbsl, ¥ OT STOTO CTAHOBUJIOCH OOM/I-
HO, IPYCTHO M OecrokoiHO. OH rpo3ui OnecTsiumM Tpyoam u
HEMPEeKJIOHHO OOPMOTAJT:

— He no3Bosmo, uto6s! Tak urpars. 1o kakomy mpaBy? Het y
TeOs mpaBa, YTOObI Tak Urpars. He nmossoitio.

Korga B oqMHHaaLaTh 4YacoB TPAaKTUP 3anvpaiv, MepKyJos,
MOKAUMBAsSICh M OMUPASACh PyKaMu Ha 3a00pbl, I0IT0 U TPYIHO
1€ IOMOM U IIepe]l CBOEU XaTOM OCTAHABIMBAICA B TSKEIOM



HEeJJOyMEHWUHU U THeBe.

— Mos xara, — TOBOpPHJI OH, YAMBJIEHHO MOAHMMAs OpPOBH U
NBITAsICh BBIIIE TIOMHATH OTSUKeJeBlMe Bekn. — He mos3Bosmo,
YTOOBI TAaK KPUBO CTOSLIA.

[ToTrom, MOTast rOJIOBOM Ha ociadeBIel Iee, OysKaas B3opa-
MM TI0 OKPY’KaIoIeMy, OTBICKMBAJI Ha HeOe TO MeCTO, KyJa CMOT-
peJ Be4epoM, TSDKEIIO MOHMUMA PYKY U TPO3UIT COTHYTHIM MaJTb-
1IeM, He B CHJIaX OT XMeJisl paclpsIMUTh €ro.

— He no3Boimo, uto0s! Tak Bee. [1o kakomy mpaBy?

U1 3aceiman oH ¢ yrpioMO CBEICHHBIMHA OPOBSIMHU U TOTOBBIM
IUTSL YyTPO3bI MAJIbIIeM, HO XMeJIbHOM COH yOMBaJsl BOJIO, M Ha-
YMHAIUCH TSIKeJIble MyudeHHs cTaporo Tesa. Boaka kria BHYT-
PEHHOCTHU Y XKeJIE3HBIMU KOI'TSIMU pBaJia CTapoe, HATPyAUBIIIee-
cs1 cepaiie. MepKynoB XpHIIeN U 33/IbIXJICS, U B XaTe ObUIO TeM-
HO, IIypIIaJIK MO CTeHaM HEBHIMMBbIE TapaKaHbl, ¥ AyX JIOAEH,
’KUBIIMX 3716Ch, CTPAJABIINX U YMEPIIMX, JIeJlasl ThMY KUBOU U
KYTKO OECTIOKONHOM.



I

Hauasioch 310 Ha TpeTbel Hezese BEUKOro MocTa, Ha4yaloch
HEOXHMJAHHO U OTTOr0 OCOOEHHO PafiocTHO. YTpoM CTpenenkas
cnoboa MpOCHYIach B ABIMYATOM, TaXHYIIEM Trapblo TyMaHe,
MSATKOM U TEIUIOM, a KOrjJja TYMaH paccesics, BO3yX CTaJl ICHbIU
Y CBETJIBI, M HU Ha yeM He ObU1o TeHel. M cjioBHO OT 3emuiy,
OT KPBIII ¥ IOMOB OTIAJIO YTO-TO KEJIE3HOE, UTO JAABUIIO U CKO-
BBIBJIO, M BCE HAYAJIO MTAXHYTh: CHET, HABO3 M AoMa. Y OoHaaps
['yceBa nekim xJied, ¥ MO BCEH y/UIIe CTOSUT JOMOBUTBIN TIPHUSIT-
HbIH 3amax Teruioro xjebda. Kak nonposanHsle, Oniecteny o Jo-
pore IUPOKKUE CIIe/Ibl AEPEBSHHBIX MOJI03bEB C KpaMHKaMU 30-
JIOTUCTOrO JIOIIAJUHOIO HABO3a, KPUYAJIM BBINIOI3ABIINE U3 XaT
pedsTa, ¥ CO 3BOHKHM JIaeM HOCUJIMCh COOAKU 3a TSKEJIbIM BO-
POHBEM, I'PY3HO MPUCEAABLIMM HaJ YEPHBIMHU ITATHAMM CTapbIX
noMoeB. U gplanock JIErko U BOJIBHO.

Tak B HEpemMMOCTHA HECKOJIBKO JHen crosna Crpenenkas,
a MOTOM COJIHIIE B30LUIO HA YUCTOM M ITTyOOKOM HeOe, U CHer
HayaJs IJIABUTHCS C YAUBUTEIBHOM OBICTPOTOM, Kak Ha orHe. Bo
BCeX yrmyOneHusix cOmpasnach rnaxydasi CHe:xXHasi BoAa, U 0aoOsl
NIEPECTAJIN XOIUTh HA PEKY: B Ca/laXx U OropoaX OHU BBIKAIIbIBA-
JM TITyOOKUE SIMKH, Y Ha THE UX, CPEU PBIXJIbIX CHEKHBIX CTe-
HOK, coOMpasiach BOJia, TPO3pavHasi ¥ XOJIOAHAs, KaK B KJII0YaXx.
Bce meHblIle CTaHOBUJIOCH CHETa M Bce OOJIbIle BOMABL; TEIIO U
PaJOCTHO CBETWJIO COJIHLIE, M B JIyyax ero OjecTten U cBepKal



TAIOIINI HEeXHBIM TIOKpOB. bicrana 6epIM orHeM Kaxkjaasi Ka-
TeJibKa BOJIbl, U €CJIM CTaTh MPOTHUB COJIHIA, TO Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO
BCS 3eMJISI 3QKIJIACh B OHOM OCJIEITUTEIHLHOM CUSIHUM, U OOJIbHO
OBLIO OTBBHIKIIIMM OT CBeTa I71a3aM. A B roiyooM Hebe ObLIO CIIo-
KOWHO M TOPKECTBEHHO $ICHO, U, Koria MepKyyioB U3-TIOIl PyKU
CMOTpEJI Ha HEro, JIMIIO €ro, elle MbUIAIIIee KapoM pacKasieH-
HOT'O TOpHA, CTAHOBWJIOCH TPETIETHO-HANIPSIKEHHBIM, U B PEIKUX
ycax 6e3yCIelnIHo npsTaaach CThIIMBAs YabiOKa. OH J0r0o CTO-
SUT HA CBOUX HETHYIIMXCSI HOTaX, CMOTPEJ U CIIyIIal U BCEM Te-
JIOM CBOMM YYyBCTBOBAJI TO ITyOOKOE ¥ TAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO TIPO-
UCXOOWIo B npupoje. He MepTBbIil, Kak 3UMOH, a KHUBOU ObLI
BECEHHMI BO3JlyX; KakJas yacTUIla ero ObUla MPOIMUTaHa COJ-
HEYHBIM CBETOM, KakJas YacTHIIA €ro XKuja U JBUraiach, U Ka-
3a710ch MEepKyJIOBy, UTO IO CTApOMY, OOOXKKEHHOMY JIUILY €TO
OCTOPOXHO U JIACKOBO OEraloT KPOXOTHbIE NETCKHE MaTbuhKH,
IIeBeJIAT TOHKME BOJIOCKM Ha OOpojie ¥ B pe3BOM IOpPhIBE Bece-
Jibsl OTJIEJISIOT Ha TOJIOBE MPSAb BOJIOC M pacKkaumBaioT ee. OH
MPUTTIAKUBAJT BOJIOCHI IIEPINIABOU PYKOM, a MPSAb OMATh MOAHU-
MaJjach, U B CE/IMHAX €€ CBePKAJIO COJIHIIE.

U Bce, uTo OBLIO BOKPYT: AAJIEKOE CIIOKOMHOE HeOO, OCNIenu-
TeJIbHOE JIPOKaHWE BOSHBIX Karleslb Ha 3eMJie, POCTOPHAS CH-
SIOIIAast 1aJTh PEKU U TI0JIs1, )KMBOU 1 JIACKOBBIN BO3/IyX — BCe ObI-
JIO TIOJTHO BECEHHUX HesiCHbIX oOemanuii. 1 MepkynoB Bepui
UM, KaK BepsT BeCHE BCe JIIOJIU, MOJIObIE U CTapble, CYACTIIMBbIE
1 HecuacTHble. [IaTupecaryo BecHy BCTpevasl OH, a Oblla OHa
HOBA M PaJOCTHA, KaK MepBasi BECHA ero *ku3Hu. Bech BemMKuit



nocT MepKyJioB MHOTO padoTall, U HOBOE UyBCTBO MOKOPHOCTHU
Y TUXOTO OXHJAHUS HE OCTaBJsIIO ero. OH MOKOPHO MPUHUMAT
TSOKEIYI0 PadoOTy, MOKOPHO TTPUHUMAJ TPs3b, TECHOTY U MY4H-
TEJILHOCTh CBOEH ’KM3HU 1 B YEPHYIO XaTy CBOIO C KPUBBIMU yIJIa-
MU BXOJIWJI, KaK B UyXYIO, B KOTOPOU HEIOITO OCTAETCsI MOOBITH
emy. U kak 4TO-TO HOBOE, [T0CEsIe HEBUAAHHOE, U3yYall OH Uep-
HbIE MMPOKOITYEHHBIE TIOTOJIKY, NMAYTUHY Ha YyIJiax, MOKaThle To-
JIbI C TIPOTHUBIITMMHU TIOJIOBUIIAMMU, U3YYaJl C CEPhE3HBIM U IITy00-
KUM paBHOJYILIMEM ITIOCTOPOHHETO YesioBeKa. Bee ¢ Tem ke uyB-
CTBOM KPOTKO# MOKOPHOCTH M CMYTHOTO CO3HAHUSI, UTO HYKHO
BBITIOJTHUTH KaKOR-TO 0T, MEpKYJIOB BeCh TIOCT HE THJI BOJKH,
He OpaHWICA M MUTAJICS TOJBKO YepHBIM XJieOoM u Bofor. U B
BOCKpECEHbe He ITIeJT B TPAKTUP, KaK OOBIYHO, a C COCPEIOTOUYCH-
HBIM 1 TOPKECTBEHHBIM JIMIIOM CHJIE OKOJIO CBOETO JIOMa Ha Jia-
BOUKE WJIM KYPaBJIMHBIM I1IaroM rpoxaxuBaiics no Ctpesnenkoin
¥ CMOTpeJI, KaK UrpaioT pedsTa.

A netei 6b110 MHOTO Ha CTpesIelKOM, U HeJIb3sl ObLIO ITOHSTh,
Kya OpsuyTCsl OHU 3UMOM, TAKHE KUBBIE, TPOMKUE U HEYIePXKU-
Mble. Kak Myxu Ha conHIile, OHU Oerasiu, Moja3aiu, KpyXWInCh,
Y KaX/Iblil B CBOEM JKMBOM MOJBUKHOCTU TIOXOJIMJI HAa TPOUX, a
cMex MX ObUT KaK HEyMOTYHOe Kyxkanue. M TyT ke BepTenuch
co0aku, pacxakuBaad 03a00YCHHBIE Kypbl, U Ha TPUBAIMHKE
rpesnuch OeJible TOIIHE KOIIKH, U BCE TO KUJIO IIIYMHOM, OeCIIo-
KOMHOM 1 Becesol Ku3Hblo. Ha comHeyHoi ctopoHe 1o 3a00-
POM YiKe cJlerKa 3ejieHesIa TpaBa, v 1o Held, 6e3 Mpu3opa, Katascs
KPOXOTHBIM KPYIVIBIM MQJIBYMIIKA, €ABA HAYaBIIUU XOOUTh. Ero



y&e uciyraia codaka, moToM BoOpoOeid, OH J0JITO U TPOMKO TLIa-
KaJI, HO MPWIETENIO OTKYAa-TO OeJioe W JITOHBKOE TEPHIIIKO U
CeJIO MOOIU30CTH, MEBEJISACh U COOMPAsICh C CUJIAMU ISl HOBOTO
noseta. Ml oH crapascst HakpbiTh €70 MaJIeHbKOM IPSI3HON pyKOi
Y 33 JyMYUBO OOPMOTAT:

— lomy6ocek. Munenskwuit. [Tonozam.

Ho nephIiko MogHSAIOCh U YJIETEN0, M OH OMSATh BCIIOMHUIT
CTpAIITHOTO BePT/ISIBOro BOpoObs 1 3ariakai. [logoria geBouka
HEMHOT'0 TIOOOJTBIIIe, YeM OH, B OOJIBIIMX MATEPUHCKUX Oarima-
Kax, HAKJIOHWIACh, OTIEPIIUCH JIAJIOHSIMH HAa KOJICH!, Y CITPOCH-
na:

— Mumika! Tol uTo MIavens?

— Kycaercs.

— Cobaka kycaercsi?

— Cobaka Kycaercsi, ¥ ITHYKa KycaeTcsl.

JleBouka nomymMasa u npe3purTesbHO OTBETHIIA:

— Hypax!

N onate Muiika ocrajica OguH, EMy XOTEJIOCh €CTh, U JIOM
OBbLIT CTpAIIHO JaJieK, ¥ He ObUIO BO3JIe OJIM3KUX JIONIEH, — BCe
9TO ObLJIO TaK YKACHO, YTO OH MOJHSICS, BCXJIUITHYI U, OITyCTHUB-
IIMCh HA YETBEPEHbKH, TOMOM3 Ky/a I71a3a Msasar. MepKyaoB
TIO/THSLJT €r0 ¥ TIoHec; MUIITKa cpa3y YCIIOKOWIICS U, TOKAYMBASICh
Ha pyKax, CBEpXy BHU3, CEPbE3HO M CAMOJIOBOJILHO CMOTpEIT Ha
CTpAIIIHYIO ¥ Tenepb BeCeNylo YAUILY U HU pa3y A0 CaMoro JioMa
HE B3IJISIHYJT HA HE3HAKOMOTO YeJIOBEeKa, CIACIIIEro ero.

Ha crpactHon Hepene MepkynoB rosen. Bo Bce 1HU Henenu



OH HEYKOCHUTEJILHO MOCeIaIl KaXk IyI0 IIEPKOBHYIO CITy KO0y, IPO-
CTauBaJl ee C Havajga 0 KOHIIA, TIOKyNaJl TOHEHbKK1E BOCKOBBIE
CBEYH, THYBIIIMECS B €r0 IpyObIX pyKax, M YYBCTBO TOKOPHOCTU
Y TPENETHOTO OXKUJIAaHUSI POCJIO B €ro Ayiie. PAHHUM yTpom, Ko-
I1a TEHU OT JOMOB JIeKaJlv €11le Yepe3 BCIO YIIHUILY, OH IIIEN B LIEp-
KOBb, XPYCTSl TOHKMM HOYHBIM JIEIKOM, U TI0 MEPE TOrO, KaKk OH
TIO/IBUTAJICS BIIEPE/l MUMO COHHBIX JJOMOB, BOKPYT HEroO BbIpac-
TaJIM TaKWe K& TeMHbIEe (PUTYPBI JIIOJEH, €XKUBIIMXCS OT YTPEH-
Hero xonoaka. Kak m MepkysnoB, OHM HEC/IM B LIEPKOBb I'PEXU
¥ TOpe CBOEH XW3HW, 1 MHOTO UX ObUIO, ¥ OBUTH OHU OEIHO U
I'PSA3HO OJIETHI, C TEMHBIMU U TpyObIMU JiiaMu. OHHM IILTH OBICT-
PO ¥ MOJTYa, CJIOBHO OOSUTMCH MPOJIUTHh XOTh KaIlIio U3 TIy0o-
KOro KOBIIIA CBOEW TEMHOU XU3HU, U MepKyJIOB, OITyIIeHHbIN
HECTPOMHBIM TOIIOTOM HX HOT, OXBAYE€HHBIN JIMXOPAJAKOU MACCO-
BOTO HEYAEPKHMOro CTpeMJIeHHUs], IIarajl Bce KpyrnHee CBOMMU
HETHYITUMUCS KYPaBJIMHBIMU Horamu. VI yem Oyinxke K 1IepKBH,
TeM ObicTpee U OeCrOKOHee CTAaHOBUIIUCH Iaru uayiero. Vc-
KOCa TOTJISAIbIBASA, HE OOTOHSET JIU KTO ero, MepKyJIoB IIyMHO
BXOJWJI B IPUTBOP, MYTaJICS ITyXOrO 9Xa CBOUX I11aroB MO KaMeH-
HOMY 3BOHKOMY TOJTy ¥ pOOKO OTKPBIBAJ TSKETYI0 OECITYMHYIO
JIBEPb.

W 3a nBepbio BCTpeyasan ero XoJojaHasl, TOP:KeCTBEHHAasl TH-
IIMHA, TOJABJIEHHbIE B3/IOXM U YTPOEHHOE XOM THyCaBOe W
HEMOHSITHOE YTEHHWE [bsuKa, MpepbiBa€MOE HEMOHSTHBIMU U
Jonrumu nayzamu. Cmymiasach CKpUIIOM CBOMX IIaros, Mepky-
JIOB CTAaHOBUJICSI HA MECTO, NMOCPEAU 1IEPKBU, KPECTUJICS, KOTa



BCE KPECTIJINCh, Ma/1aJT HA KOJIEHH, KOTJIa BCE MaJlaiv, U B OOIII-
HOCTY MOJIMTBEHHBIX IBUKEHUU YepIiajl CHOKOMHYIO CUITY U YBe-
PEHHOCTb.

B naTHuny nepen nucnosenpio MepKyJ10B IpOCHII POILEHUS Y
nodepu cBoell, Mapbu BacuiibeBHBI, U y My:xa ee, MbsHuULIbl Ta-
packu. He roeesumii Tapacka TOpOIUIMBO JOIIMBAJ CAIlOTH, CO-
CPEIOTOYEHHO IIHUIIS APATBOM, HO K TECTIO OTHECCS] BHUMATEIb-
HO Y Ha €ro HU3KUH MOKJIOH OTBETWJI IIOKJIOHOM U NIOKASIHHBIMU
CIIOBaMU:

— Yto %, mamama! Bce Mpl, KOHEYHO, CBUHBA. YTO TaMm. ..

Mapbst BacuibeBHa Tojkana TOHKME TyObl M CO B3IJISIIOM B
CTOPOHY HEOXOTHO OTBETHUJIA KJIAHABLIEMYCS OTILY:

— bor npoctur. [Ipoctute u Hac, ecjii B YeM BUHOBATHI.

37as oHa OblIa ¥ HECYACTHAS, M HE TPOIIATh €l XOTeI0Ch, a
NPOKJIMHATh. [ OpbKO ¥ 0OMIHO OBUIO €i1 CMOTPETh Ha OTIIA: UTO
OH TaK 071aroo0pa3eH, YMbIT U TPUYECcaH, a el HeKOr/1a JInIa CIio-
JIOCHYTb; YTO OH MOJIOH KAKMM-TO HEU3BECTHBIM € U MPUSTHBIM
YyBCTBOM M 3aBTpa €ro OYAyT IMO3/PABJISITH; YTO OH IIPOCHUT Y Hee
MIPOIIIEHHSI, & CaM CUMTAET ee HUXke ceOs U J1axke HYKE MbSHUIIBI
Tapacku. 1 coBceM cepauTo OHa KpUKHYJIa Ha OTLA:

— Hy, nnu, nau! Bugunis, moau paboTaoT.

Houbo MepKyioB He cniajl 1 HECKOJIBKO pa3 BBIXOAWII HA YJIU-
iy. Ha Bceit Ctpenernkoii He ObUIO HU OJIHOTO OTOHbKA, U 3BE3[1
ObLJIO MaJIO HAa BECEHHEM 3aTYMaHEHHOM HeOe; YepHbIMU ITpUTa-
VBILIMMUCS TEHAMU CTOSIM HU3EHBKUE MOJTYAJIMBBIE IOMA, TOY-
HO pa3[aBJIeHHbIe TAroTou ku3Hu. 1 Bce, Ha yto cMoTpest Mep-



KYJIOB: TEMHOE HEOO C peIKMMH HEMUTAIOIVMHU 3BE3/IaMH, TTPH-
TaMBIIKMECS AOMA C YYTKO CISIIMMH JIIOIbMU, OCTPBIM BO3IyX Be-
CEHHEN HOUM, — BCe OBIJIO MOJTHO BECEHHUX HESICHBIX OOEITaHNM.
N oH o)xuan — TpeneTHo U MOKOPHO.



1

B 0ObIKHOBEHHBIC HU, B TIPA3IHUKH U OyIHU, TBEPH Ha IIep-
KOBHBIE KOJIOKOJIbHH ObIBAIOT 3arepThl, U Ty/1a HUKOTO He ITycKa-
10T, HO Ha [lacxy B TeueHWe BCel HeJeau JBEPU CTOSAT OTKPbI-
TBIMU, ¥ KaX/IbIA MOKET BOUTH U 3BOHUTH CKOJIBKO XOUET — OT
o0eTHM 10 caMbIX BeuepeH. Ha Oesoii komokosibHe Muxauna-ap-
XaHresna, K Ipuxofy KoToporo npuHaiexana Crpeserkas, Toj-
KaJIOCh B 9T JJHM MHOT'O IPA3IHOTO Pa3psKEHHOTO HApOa: OJTHU
MPUXOIWIN TIOCMOTPETh Ha TOPOJI C BBICOTHI, CTOSUIN Y IIATKUX
JEPEBSHHBIX TIEPWIT U TPBI3JIN CEMEUKU U3-TIOJ TIOJIbI, YTOO He
3apyrajicsi CTOpOX; Apyrue ajist 3a0aBbl 3BOHIIIN, HO CKOPO yCTa-
BaJIA U TIepe/IaBajid BEPEBKY; M TOJIBKO IS OMHOTO MepKysoBa
TIpa3AHAYHBIN 3BOH OBUT HE CMEXOM, He 3a0aBOi, a JIEJIOM TaKUM
CEpbE3HBIM U BaXHBIM, B KOTOPOE HYKHO BKJIAJbIBATh BCIO TYIITY.
Kak 1 Bce, OH Ha/ieBaJI [TPa3THUIHOE U BECEJIOE TUIAThe: KPACHYIO
pyOaxy, HOBbIE OJIECTSIIIHE CAITOTH, HO JIMIIO €T0 C PeAKON O0pojI-
KO 1 6€33yObIM PTOM OCTaBaJIOCh TIO-BEJIUMKOIIOCTHOMY CTPOTAM
1 3aMKHYTHIM. OH He TTIOHUMAJI, Kak MOKHO Ha KOJIOKOJIbHE CMe-
SITBCSI, U XMYPO CMOTPEJT Ha CKAJISIIMX 3yObl CTPEJTBIIOB, & MaJTb-
YHINEK, KOTOPbIE AN, TUIEBAIA BHU3, TIEPETHYBIIMCH Yepe3
niepuiia, v, Kak 00e3bsTHBI, JIa3aJi TI0 JIECEHKaM, 4acTO TOHSII C
KOJIOKOJIbHU M JJaKe JIpal 3a YIIIu.

[Tpuxoans oH Ha KOJOKOJIBHIO CAMBIM TIEPBBIM, KOT/Ia B TIEPK-
BU IIIa ellle 0OeIHs M 3BOHUTH HeJb3s Oblo. Korpma oH ele



TOJIBKO BXOJWJI B HU3KYIO CBOIYATYIO ABEPh KOJIOKOJIbHU U Cpa-
3y MOMNAaAA BO ThbMY M CYXOM XOJIOJ KAMEHHBIX MEPEXO0B, OH
YYBCTBOBAJI Ce0sl OTPEIIEHHBIM OT BCEro, YTO COCTABJISJIO €ro
KW3Hb, U TOTOBBIM K BOCHPUSITUIO YETO-TO BEJIMKOIO, PaJOCTHO-
ro M TaMHCTBEHHOTO, YEero Hesb3s rnepenath cioBamu. Ha mzo-
THYTBIX JIOMAHBIX JIECTHHUIIAX OBLIO THIXO TOW TTyOOKOW THIIIH-
HOM, KOTOpasi KOIUTCSI COTHU JIET; U U3 TEMHBIX YIJIOB, 3aHECEH-
HBIX MAayTUHOM, OT UCIIEPOICHHBIX KUPIWYEH, U3 YEPHBIX 3ara-
JIOYHBIX MPOBAJIOB IJISI/IEJIO YTO-TO CTapoe, CEI0e U BaKHO 3a-
OyMYHUBOE. BBUIO KYTKO CIBIIIATH CKPUIT COOCTBEHHBIX II1aroB,
1 MepKy/oB nepectynai HoraMu OCTOPOKHO W TIOYTUTESIBHO, a
Ha MPOMEXYTOUHBIX TLJIONIAJAKAX BEXKJIUBO OTAbIXaJ, XOTs yCTa-
JIOCTH He YyBCTBOBaI. BHIOpaBIIMCh HaBEpX, OH CTEMEHHO, KaK B
IIEPKBHU, OIJISI/IBIBAJICS, BBITHPAI JIOO TJIATKOM U CO CTPaXOM Tie-
pel OKUAAINIVM er0 HeM3MEPUMBIM OJTaKEHCTBOM 3aCTEHUMBO
OCMaTpyBaJl OOJIBIIION CITIOKOWHBINA KOJIOKOM — JIpYTUe, MaJieHb-
KHe KOJIOKOJA, OH He yBaxkasl. U TyT, Ha BbicOTe, OBUIO THXO —
JKUBOW THUIIMHOW HEXHOTO BECEHHEro BO3/yXa U IUIBIBYIIUX B
sIpKOU cuHeBe Oestbix oOnakoB. Ha kpato riomaaku, 3a nepuia-
MH, TJIe JKeJIe3HbIE JTUCThI ObLIM MOKPHITHI OEJIBIM MTUYBUM TI0-
METOM, XOJWJIM ¥ BOPKOBAJIM TOJYOH, U UX HEKHBIN JTIOOOBHBIN
TOBOP OBLI TPOMYE U CIIBIIITHEE BCEX TEX Pa3pPO3HEHHBIX, HAJIOC/-
JIMBBIX 3BYKOB, YTO POXKIAIUCH 3eMJIEH 1 TION3aJIU TI0 Hel, Oec-
CHJIbHBIE TTOJHSATHCS K HEOY.

Konuanack o6emns. Kak MypaBbu, MOAHSBIIMECS HA 33aJHHAE
HOXKH, PACXOJWIKCh IO YAUIAM IMPUXOXKaHE, U LIYMHOU Ba-



Tarou, cTyva J€peBSHHbIMU CTYNEHbKaMHU, KaK KJIABUILIAMM, Ha
KOJIOKOJIBHIO B30€Taji BECEJble CTPEbIIbl, POTOHSII KPUKOM
MYTJIUBBIX TOMyOel, M KTO-HUOYIb XBAaTaJICS 32 BEPEBKY OOJIBIIIO-
IO CIIOKOMHOTO KOJIOKOJIa. B XBOCTE MX, HE TOPOISACH U HE BOJIHY-
SICh, KaK Y€JIOBEK MPUBBIYHBIN, BXOAWUJ 3BOHApb CEMEH; OH TOkKe
ObLT B KPacHOM pyOaxe, OT HEro cjerka maxjio BOAKOH, KaK OT
JPYTHUX CTPEJIbLIOB, M KPACHOE JIULIO €T0 C OKJIAUCTON SIPKO-PbI-
kel 60poIoi MIMPOKO U OJIArOCKJIOHHO YJbiOasiock. OH MoaMu-
ruBaj MepKysioBy ¥ TOBOPUIL:

— Yr0, KyM, NO3BOHUM?

— 3BOHHUTE Bbl, — YTPIOMO OTBevasl MepKy/IoB U HEAOBOJIBHO
OTXOJIMJI K CTOPOHE, Kyl I'yOaMu: OT BOJTHEHHS Y HETO NEPECcOXJI0
B TOpJIE U YTO-TO MOKAJIBIBAJIO B CIIMHE. Y:K€ HECKOJIBKO CTPEJIb-
IIOB OTMOTAJIK ce0e PyKH U YIIUTH, TIOTUPast 3arOPEBIIMMUCS JIa-
JoHsiMU, U yien CemeH, Koraa MepKyJoB pelmTesbHO OTTOJMK-
HYJI CTpeJiblia 1 B3sUICs 3a BepeBKY. OH 00s11cs1 OOHapyKUTh CBOE
BOJIHEHUE, HO PYKU APOKAIM U Oe3yIepKHO MIeBETUIIICH TYObI,
a OOJIBIIION CIIOKOWHBIN KOJIOKOJ 33 JyMYMBO CMOTpEN Ha HEro
BCEM CBOMM OI'POMHBIM KEPJIOM U TeprenuBo kaal. U menien-
HO HAaYMHAJI PACKAYMBATBCS TSAKEIIBIN KeJe3HbIN A3bIK. OH Moa-
JaBaJICS C Ba)KHOM Y TUIABHOKM MEJITUTENILHOCTBIO, MTOAXOIMIT BCE
Omrke K OrecTsIeMy Kparo KOJIOKOJIa, TIOUTH Kacasics ero, U JieT-
KM T'yJl yKe Ipooeras o MeJHOMY TYJIOBUIIY. A MOTOM pa3fa-
BaJICS y/ap, NepBbli, pOOKUI, COpBaBIIMiics yaap, NpO3ByyYaB-
WA HEPEITUTETBHO 1 CJIab0, CO CTPAHHOM MOJILOOM O MUJIOCTH
v ripoieHuu. Y Beiiest 3a HUM — BTOPOW, MOIIHBIN U T'YJIKUU yAap



COTPSIC MPOCTPAHCTBO M TPENETHOU APOKbI0 MPOHU3AT KaMEH-
HYIO0 KOJIOKOJIBHIO; ¥ €Ille He YMep OH, KaK IUIAaBHO BBHIOEKAJT 3a
HUM HOBBIU. U Tak 1M OHU JIPYT 3a JPYroM, IIUPOKKE U CBO-
O0nHbIe, KaK 3aKOBaHHBIE B jKeJIe30 OOraThblp, KOTOPBIX JOJTO
Jepkaai B Oe31eliCTBEHHOM 3acajie, a Tenepb OHU BbIeXaJld Ha
ceuy U JeJIe3HbIM yparaHoM HecyTcsl Ha JporHysuiero Bpara. Ho
XMYPHICSI HEIOBOJIbHO MEpKyJIOB; B MOTYYUX U IIMPOKUX 3BY-
Kax OH CJIbIIIAJI TOJI0C XOJIOMHOM U )KECTOKOU MeJv, U He ObUIO B
HUX TOTO, YTO TaK HYKHO OBLIO €r0 JJOJITO /IABIIEMY, HEHACHIT-
HO XKaxJaBiemMy cepaiy. M Bce kpermye TsSHYJ OH MOAATIIMBYIO
BEPEBKY. A JIpyTrue CTpesiblibl pa300pajiv BEPEBKH OT OCTATIBHBIX
KOJIOKOJIOB U TMOJIHSUIM PA3HOTOJIOCHIM NIECTPbI 3BOH, MTOX0KUI
Ha X KpacHble, CHHHE U KeNTble pyoaxu, U 9yTKuii 3B0Haph Ce-
MeH m3faneka ycneiman ux. On ooxonun ¢ mpudyrom Crpenen-
KyI0, ObLJT HEMHOTO TIbsIH M OU€Hb BeCeJ1 U HACMEIIUIMBO MTOKAYH-
BaJl 'OJIOBOM, ITPUCITYIIIMBASICh K HECTPOMHOMY U TOYHO IbSIHO-
MY 3BOHY.

— I'nsHp-Ka, 3aayBator-To! YKCTO KOTa C KOIIKOM BEHYaloT, —
TOBOPHJI OH TICAJIOMIIIMKY, KPACHOMY OT OBICTPO# XOIBOBI U yTO-
[IEHUH.

MepKyJIoB He CIIBIIIAJl ¥ He YyBCTBOBAJI TOM JIMKOW HeOsa-
TO3BYYHOCTH, Ha KOTOpYI0 n3faneka oro3pajics CemeH. OH Bech
ymiesn B 60pb0y ¢ MEHBIM UYJOBHILIEM U BCE SIPOCTHEE KOJIOTHIT
€ro 1o YepHbIM OOKaM, — ¥ CJIYYUJIOCh TaK, YTO BOILIb, YEJIOBE-
YeCKHId BOTUTH MPO3BYYAJ B TOJIOCEe OE3AYIIHON MEIU U, COAPO-
rasich, MOHECCs B TOMyOyI0 CHSIONIYIO 1aib. MEpKy/IOB CIIbIIIAT



9TOT BOILIb, U OYPHBIM JIMKOBAaHUEM HATIOJIHUJIACH €ro AyIIa.

— Ara! — CKBO3b CTUCHYTBIE 3yObl IPOMBIYAN OH. — Ara!

U HOBBIN BOILIL, OE3yMHO-TICUaJTbHBIN, TIOJTHBIA CTpa/IaHKEM,
KaK MOpE BOJIOi, OTHEHHbIN U CTPAITHBIN, KaK MpaBJa — HOBbIN
YyeJIoBeueCKri BOMIb. TOUHO B ykace Mepes CUIION 4YeoBeKa,
3aCTaBUBIIIEH TOBOPUTH YETIOBEUECKUM SI3BIKOM €ro Oe3yIIHOe
TeJIO, YaCTOI0 JPOKbIO APOKAJ CHU3Y JIOBEPXY TMIAHTCKUUN KO-
JIOKOJI, ¥ IOKOPHO IJIaKaJsl O YyXJ0U €My YeJI0BEYECKOU J1071e, U
K HeOy BO3HOCHJI CBOM MOIIIHBIE MOJILOBI U yrpo3bl. U, camu He
3Has IOYEMY, CTaJIM CEPhe3HBI BECENIbIe CTPEJIbIIbI, OPOCHIIN Be-
PEBKHU CBOMX 0€33200THO TWJIMJIMHBKABIINX KOJIOKOJIOB U XMY-
PO, C HEYJIOBOJIbCTBMEM Ha CBOI0 HEMOHSITHYIO Ievalib, CIyIla-
JIV UKW PeB KOJIOKOJIa U CMOTpPEJIM Ha 00e3yMeBIIIero Ky3Hela.
JIno ero HAJIMJIOCh KPOBBIO; BCTPEBOKEHHBIN, BECh IPOKAIIAN
BO3/IyX MOJHUMAJT KUJKKME BOJIOCH Ha €ro rojoBe, U B KPErmKux
€ro pykax MoJIOTOOOMIIA, KaK MEPHIIIKO, XOMUT TSKEbIN jKeJle3-
HBIA SI3BIK.

Bce mMyuutenbHelr u OoJibHEE CTAHOBWIIMCH UEJIOBEYECKHE
BOILIM TTIOKOPHOTO KOJIOKOJIa. MepKyJ0B 3BOHUI PyKaMU, 3BOHIT
cepaleM, KOTOpoe CyAOPOKHO U 4aCTO BOPOYAJIOCh B €r0 IPy/Iu;
3BOHIJI BCeW TOCKOHM U TOpeM M300JIEBILEHCS YeTIOBEYECKOM JTy-
111, OOMHOKON U Bcemu 3a0bITor. OH 3BOHUII BCEW CBOEH KU3-
HBIO ¥ O BCE CBOEM TEMHOW KU3HU 3BOHUJI OH — U BCE SIPOCTHEE
u TpedoBaTesibHee OWJT OH XkeJe30M M0 MeAHbIM OokaM. byaro
pa3OyIuTh OH XOTEJN KOr0-TO, KTO HAXOIUTCS B HEBEIOMOM TOJTY-
001 )T ¥ CIIAT HEeMTPOOY/THO, ¥ He CIIBIIINT, KaK TUIa4eT U CTO-



HET 3eMJISL.
— OT30BUCh, HEBEIOMBIN! — T'ye] U HAAPBIBAJICS APOKAIIII
KOJIOKOJI. — OT30BUCh, MOTYYMI U KaJIOCTIMBBIM! B3risiHu Ha
MPEKPACHYIO 3eMJIIO: TIeyajibHa OHA, KaK BAOBHUIIA, U IJIAUyT €e
roJIOfHbIE, OOMKEHHBIE AeTH. KaXaplii JeHb BCXOOMUT HaJl 3€M-
JIEW COJTHUE U B PAIOCTA COBEPIIAET KPYI CBOW, HO BECh BEJIU-
KHUU CBET €ro HE MOXKET PaccesiTb BEJIMKON ThMbl, KOTOPOU IMOJI-
HO CcTpajaroliee cepiie yenoBeka. [lorepsiHa npaBaa Ku3HU, U
BO JUKU 3aJIbIXAI0TCSI HECUACTHBIE AETH MpeKpacHou 3emiid. Ot-
30BHCh, HEBEIOMBIV! OT30BHUCh, MOTYUYMH U KAJTOCTIIUBbBIN |

Pyku Ky3Hena He 3HaIOT ycTayiu. Bce rpomue u rpomye ObeT
OH TI0 YepHbIM OOKaM, U OypHO phIIaeT 3BEHsIIAast Me/b:

— OT30BUCH!

Crpenblbl 3aAyMaaInuCch U HE CMOTPAT APYr Ha apyra. OnuH
OTBOPOTWJI TIOJTy TIOAJEBKH, YTOOBI JIOCTaTh TabaKy, U TaK U
OCTaJICSI: POT €ro U3yMJIEHHO OTKPBIT, U IJ1a3a CO CTPaxoM U Ha-
JEKIOU CIAEHAT 3a TSKEIO MOPXAIOIIUM KeJIE3HbIM SI3bIKOM, a
Y3KUH JIMCTUK ra3eTHOM OyMaru, pUroTOBJICHHBIH JTsI [IUTAPKH,
OeCIIOMOIIHO TperuieTcs 1o BeTpy. pyroit — pykamul ¥ rpyabio
JIer Ha JIepeBsIHHbIE TIEpUJia, TJISIUT BHU3, HO HE 3aMeYaeT H1u4e-
T'0: HM IJIOCKMX KPBIIIT, TOYHO JISKAIKUX Ha 3eMJIe, HU OjecTsIei
Ha COJIHLIE peKU. YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE CIIBIIIUAT OH B PhIIAIOLIEM IO-
JIoce KOJIOKOJIa, 3HAKOMOE U TevyaJibHOe: TaK IIaKajia MaTh KO-
rJa-To, TaK Iuiakaa oH caMm. M Tenepb eMy XoueTcs Tlakarh.

— Ot30BUCH *ke! OT30BUCH!

B camom koHue CTpenenkon npucIylMBaeTCsl K KOJOKOITY



CemeH. OH CKJIOHWJT TOJIOBY HAOOK M HEOJOOPUTENHHO TIOKAYH-
Baet e1o. [lorom Haronser o. AHIpess U TOBOPHT:

— Bariomika, a 6aTiomika! A KOJOKOJ-TO ¢ TpelHKou. [JJaBHO
y’e BaM roBOpHJI, a Bbl Bce He BepuTe. [locymaiire!

W, HaKJIOHUB TOJIOBBI, OHU CITYIIAIOT, a BECEJIOe CONHIIE ObeT
YIM MPSMO B IJ1a3a U 3aKUTAET OTHEM 30JI0TOM HAIIEPCHBIN KPECT.



IV

U Bcerna MepkyioB He JTIOOWIT TIISIIETh TIOHU3Y, & BO BCE JAHU
CBETJION HeJIe I OH HOCHJI TOJIOBY HEMHOTO Ha3aJl M CMOTPEJI T10-
Bepx JIOOB. U BCio Henesnmo OH ObUT TPe3B, KaXA0e YTPO OT 00e-
JIeH JI0 BeYepHHU 3BOHWJI Ha KOJIOKOJIbHe Muxauna-apxaHresa, a
nocJie BeYepHU UK cuzen y 3BoHapsi CeMeHa, UM Ha JIECSITOK
BepCT yxonwi B nosie. Yl JoMoil BO3BpaIasics: TOJIBKO HOYBIO.

Ha tpeTuii ienb, He3a1051r0 10 BeYePHH, HA KOJIOKOJBHIO TTPH-
et CemeH. YcraBimii MepKyJIoB OTABIXaN, ¥ 3BOHUJ TOpOaThIid
noptHoi CHerupb, 3BOHUJ OECTOJIKOBO M HYIHO, U3BJeKas U3
KOJIOKOJIA HepelMTe IbHbIe, Apede3kKaliye 3ByKu.

— IIyctu-ka! — ckazan CemeH.

3acTeHYMBO YJIbIOAsCh, TIOPTHOM MYCTHJI BEPEBKY M CTal B
CTOPOHKE, 3AJI0KUB PYKH Ha3aj, MoJ ropo.

— Bort, kym, nociymaii: s1 Te0e moKaxy, Kak HaJo 3BOHUTH, —
oOpatwics 3BoHaph K Mepkyioy. — He mo-Baremy!

— Yro %k, MOKaXH, — BBICOKOMEPHO coracuiicss MepKyJioB.

CemeH 3a0paJl Mesk/1y TTaJIbIIEB BEPEBKU OT MAJICHbKUX KOJIO-
KOJIOB, CTAJI HOTOM Ha JOCKY, TPUBOVBIIYIO B IBUXKEHHE CPe/l-
HUI KOJIOKOJI, ¥ TIPUKa3ajl ropoaToMy:

— Bausii, 3B0HU: TIOpeke J1a MoKpemnye. 3a COBECTb.

CnabocunbHBI TIOPTHOM, yibiOasich W OnefiHesi OT HaTyTH,
elle pacKauuBaJl HEMOJATIIMBBIN S3bIK, Korja B pykax Cemena
y’Ke 3arOBOPWJIM HEKHBIE U MSTKHE KOJOKOIbUMKUA. OHU CIIOB-



HO CMesUTUCh, KaK JeTH, TOPOIUIMBO O€Kau, KPYKUJIUCh U Pa3-
Oerasce, M C HUMH 3aCMESUICS TETUTBIN BO3YX, CBETJIO YJILIOHY-
Jlach cTapasi KOJIOKOJIbHSI, M HeBOJIbHAS YJIbIOKA MPOIILIA IO CYXO-
My jity MepkysoBa. SIcHBIM, Kak He00, BECEbeM ABIIIAIN Tap-
MOHUYHBIE 3BYKH, U, MyTasiCh CPEU UX 3BOHKUX TOJIOCOB, KaK
B3POCIIBIN CPE/IA UTPAIOIIUX JAeTel, MATKUM OapUTOHOM TO/IIa-
KMBaJI CPEAHUN KOJIOKOJ.

— Ha! Jda! Ha!

— Bort Beceno! Bor Beceno! — 3BeHenu IeTu.

— a! Ha! la! — moGpomymiHo coramniacs KOJIOKOJL.

U tax 310 OBLIO KPacuBO, Tak 0E337100HO U CBET/I0, uTo Mep-
KYJIOB XJIOITHYJI ce0s1 B BOCTOpre pykaMu 1o Oejipam, U Hellpu-
BBIKIIIEE K CMEXY JIMIO €ro MPeBPaTWIOCh B CTPAHHBI KOMOK
MOPIIUH, CPeId KOTOPHIX COBCEM IMPOMAIH YepHbIe OECIOKOM-
Hble ra3a. CeMeH METHY/ B HErO KOCHIM TBITJMBBIM B3IJISAOM
Y YBEPEHHO, CO CTPOTMIM M CTPAHHO-XOJIOIHBIM JIUIIOM, OpOCHJT
B BO3/IyX TaKOW SIPKUI CHOII BHI3BIBAIOIIE-PAOCTHBIX U TIEBYUNX
3BYKOB, UTO I10 TOpOY CTa00CHIIBEHOTO MOPTHOTO ITpodeskaia 3b10-
Kasi JpOXb, U BHU3Y HA IJIONIAI OCTAHOBUJIMCH JBOE TIPOXOKHX
Y TIOJIHSUIM TOJIOBHI KBEpXy. W OOMBIION KOJIOKOJ, KOTOPHIM He
MIPUHYKITM OOJIbIie M3/1aBaTh JUKHE CTPaJaibuecKue BOILIH,
CIIOKOWHO OT/BIXAJ B TYCTBIX U MEPHBIX yJapax, TOPKECTBEHHO
TUTBIBYIIUX B rOIyOyIo CUSIONLYIO AaJib. M Tak rOBOPUJIM OHU, Be-
ceJible KOJIOKOJIa:

— B3rnisgHM Ha TTpeKpacHyIo 3eMJII0: PaJIocTHA OHA, KaK MOJIO-
Jasi MaTh, ¥ JIMKYET MOJI COJHIIEM poxAeHHoe e0. Hax nanexkum



TI0JIEM TIPOHOCSITCS B BBIIIIMHE HAIIIY T0JI0Ca, U B HeOe MM OTBeva-
€T )KaBOPOHOK, a Ha 3eMJie OJiecTsnue pydbd. Thl CIBIIIUII UX
XpycTanbhblii 380H? [1o Mexkam, 1o oBparam OeryT OHU U ITPOPHI-
BaIOT YEpHbIE XO/bI [10]] CHETOM M KacKaJloM aJiaioT B peky. Bor
OJIHU U3 HUX MaJIeHbKUe, U XKU3Hb UX KOPOTKasi, OT Oyropka 1o
OmkaiIIelt IMbl, pOOKO Y HeXHO 3BEHST OHU, 1 MHOTO YMCTON
PaJoCTy B X HEKHOM Jieniete. Bot npyrue no oparam, riy0o-
Kue, Oyp/vBble, OHU MOJHUMAIOT CO JIHA KENTYIO IJIMHY, TOAMBbI-
BAIOT YEPHBI CHET U OOJIOMKH €ro HeCyT Ha BOJIBHBIW MPOCTOP
peku. Cusioil u OyiHOM YyJaJiblo 3By4YaT UX T0JI0ca, U TPOMKON
niecHel OCBOOOIUBIIIEHCS 3eMJIH U3aJIeKa MEPEKIMKAIOTCS] OHHU.
BarisiHu Ha 3emuTio: IpeKpacHa OHa, Kak MoJIofasi MaTh, U pay-
€TCs TIOJ1 COJIHLIEM POXKJIEHHOE €10. Thl CIIBIIINIIIb, KaK PacTeT 3e-
JieHasi TpaBa U JIOTATCsl BeCeHHUe NMovyku? BoT mpaBaa xu3Hu.

CemeH KOHUWII. 3aI0XHYBIIUACS TOPOYH MPYKUMAI K YPOI-
JIMBOM I'PY/IY KOCT/ISIBbIE JUIMHHbBIE MAJIbLIbI U YIbIOAJICS; BHU3Y
coOpaJICsl HApO[l U TSHYJ TOJIOBBI KBEPXY; U, TOOETOHOCHO BCKH-
HYB PbDXYI0 OOpOLy, 3BOHaph 00epHyIcs K MepkynoBy. ToT cto-
ST Ha CBOMX JIJIMHHBIX HETHYITUXCSI HOrax OOKOM K KOJIOKOJIaM —
B [103€ HEMPEKJIOHHOIO U TOPJOro MPOTECTA — U CMOTPEN IOBEPX
CeMeHOBOI1 TOJIOBBI.

— Bor kak no-Hamemy, — ckazayi CemeH. — 310poBO, KyMm?

MepkyoB moxkeBas 6e33y0bIM pTOM, 0OBES B30POM KOJIOKO-
na, 6aJIK1, HA KOTOPbIX OHU BUCEJH, MTPE3PUTEIIHHO C HOT JI0 TO-
JIOBBI M3MEPHIT TOPOYHA W OTBETHL:

— Koneuno, Bo macrep, Cemen CasenbeBud. OIHaKO HACTO-



SIIIIETO 3BYKY Y BacC HeT.

— To-T10 y TeOs1 ecTb, — MOKPOBUTETHCTBEHHO 3acMestyicst Ce-
MeH. — CJIoBHO 06aba MaJikoi 1o AbIpsBOMY 4yryHy Ober. Toxe!

[Mocne Beuepun MepKyJioB He ToIIes IOMOA, a OCTaJICs Y 3BO-
Hapsi. CeMeH N1 BOJKY, KOTOPYIO U3 HEMOHSITHOTO YyBCTBA JI071-
ra e;KeJHEBHO NOKyIaj eMmy MepKyJioB, IOTOM A0Ma MUJI Yail U,
KOTJIa COJTHIIE YK€ 3aXO0/MJI0, MO3BAJ MOTYAIUBOIO IOCTS IOCH-
JeTh Ha JlaBouke. Bepx 0esoil KOJIOKOJIbHU ellle TOpelT 3010TOM
BECEHHETO 3aKara, a BHU3Y YKe JIOKWINUCh MPO3pavHble TeHH, U
OT KAMEHHBIX CTEH BesUI0 X0M0oA0oM Hour. O6a Moyam, 00a Ky-
PUJIM ¥ BHUMATEJILHO CIIEANIIN 32 IIMOM MaXxOpKH; U JJbIM 3TOT,
CHHUI, MaXy4yuil, MEIJIEHHO BOJIHOBAJICS U TasiI U pe34e OTTeH s
CBEKeCTh M 3alax BeCeHHero Bo3ayxa. CeMeH He JIoOW JI0Jro
MOJT4aTh, EMY CTAHOBUJIOCH CKYUYHO U BSUJIO, CJIOBO 32 CJIIOBOM, OH
HayMHaJ paccKa3blBaTh YTO-TO HEMHTEPECHOE O CBOEH CITyk0e B
LIEPKBU, O BOCKOBBIX OrapKax M XapakTepe KTUTopa, Kymnia AB-
ayHoBa. O KOJIOKOJIaX ¥ 3BOHE OH HUYEro He TOoBOpuJl. MepKy-
JIOB, YyBCTBOBABIINI N033/11 ce0s1 OE3MOJIBHYIO TAMHCTBEHHYIO
KOJIOKOJIbHIO, XMYPHJICSI M HETEPIIEJIMBO kAl MOMEHTA, KOrjaa
CeMeH 3aroBOpUT O HACTOSIIIEM, O YeM HYKHO U MHTEPECHO To-
BOpUTH. U, He B cuiiax I0KIaThes, TiepeOuBal 3BOHAPSI:

— Xoporto Bbl 3B0oHUTE, CeMeH CaBesbuy.

Korna MepKyJioB TOBOPHJI C HUM O JKUTEUCKOM U OOBIKHOBEH-
HOM, TO Ha3bIBaJl €ro «Thl» U «CeMeH», a KorJa pa3roBop 3axo-
JIWJT O 3BOHE U KOJIOKOJIaX, MEPEXOIIT Ha «Bbl» W BEJINYAI 3BO-
Hapsi 10 OTYECTBY.



— 3BOHIO XOpOILIO, 3TO BEPHO, — coracuiics CemeH. — Ho Beap
Y TO CKa3aTh: HayKa.

— He Bcskomy 0HO J1aHO.

— KoHeuHo, He BCSIKOMY, — IOATBEPANII 3BOHAPb. — YXO TOXE
HAJI0 UMETh XOpOoIliee, YTOOBl MOHUMATh. A TO TAKOTO KOTa ITy-
CTUT — all marnama 1 MaMaia.

MepkynoB nomosryal.

— OJHaKo Bbl MEHSI U3BUHUTE, HO HACTOSILETO Y BaC HETY, —
3aMETHII OH.

— 3Bony?

— 3BOHY.

CemeH yibIOHYJCs. OH MaJIo [yMaJt O TOM, KaKk OH 3BOHUT, HO
3HAJI OT JIIOIEH, YTO 3BOH Y HETO XOPOIIIUWA U BECEJIbIN; 3HAJI U TO,
9TO Cep/Ilie Y HEro pajiyercs, Korjaa OH Oepercsi 3a BEPEBKY.

— Oren Anapen rosoput: «Korga, rosopur, CeMeH, Tbl 3BO-
HUIIIb, Y MEHS Ha CTOJI€ CTAKAHBI [LJIALIYT>.

— A nyma? — cnpocun MepkyJos.

— Yro nyma?

— Bor, ckaxem, y mensa noub, Mapbs, Mapbs Bacunsesna. 1
MY3K €€ HOroH IO Iy3y, a OHa U CKMHYJA. D10 Kak xe? Tak u
OCTaBUTh !

Ho CemeHny He X0Ten0Ch MPOAOIIKATh CKYYHOIO pa3roBopa o
Mapne. VI OH TUXOHBKO 3aCBUCTAJI, TIOAHSIB KBEPXY PBIKYIO 0O-
pomy ¥ 0OBOAIS UIIYIIMMHU IJ1a3aMHU CBETJIOe HEOO, HA KOTOPOM
HE yMep ellie JieHb, HO YK€ CKOPO JOJIKHBI ObLIIA 3arOPEThCS Ce-
peOpsiHbIe 3Be3/Ibl. 3amomuan ¥ MepKyJIoB U JIONTO CHJIEN Tak,



cepauTo kys rydamu. [1oTomM JMIIO ero mpocBeTieso, U OH CKa-
3aJ1:

— XOpoIIIo Ha 3ape 3BOHUTh, KOTr/ia BCe CAT. ByXHYThb, YTOOBI
BCE C ITOCTeJIel MOBCKaKaJIH.

CeMeH NPUOCTAaHOBHWIT CBUCT U, TTPOIOJIKAsi OOBICKMBATh IJ1a-
3aMu He0O, PaBHOIYIITHO CITPOCHLT:

— A THI CJIBIIINII, KOTJIA K YTPEHE 3BOHST?

— Her.

— To-10. I HUKTO HE CJIBIIINUT.

MepkysioB x0Ten BO3pa3uTh, HO, MOocMOoTpeB Ha CemeHa, Ha
€ro pbKy OOpOdy, PABHOLYIIIHO TOPYABIIYIO KBEPXY, CYPOBO
cKazai:

— Ipomnaii!

Korga MepkysoB Beien 3a nuiarbaym, Ha MIocce yxe CTajio
TeMHETb, U 3BE3[Ibl, CIiepBa OOJIbIIINE U CBET/IbIe, KaK cepeOpsi-
HbI€ MATAYKHU, C/IETAIUCh OCTPbIE U SIPKUE U TOYHO CMOTPEIH Ha
3emuti0. OToilist BepcThl 1Be, MepKyJIoB cesl Ha KPYIJIblil BEPCTO-
BOIl KaMeHb, TOPUYABIIIUNA U3 3eMJIU, U TSKEJIO 3a1yMaJiCs — 3a/1y-
Mavicsi 6e3 MbICiel, Oe3 CJIOB, TOU ITTyOOKOW M CTPaHHOM TyMOW
BCErO TeJla, KOTOpasi OKOBBIBAET YeJIOBEKa, Kak COH. OH TSIKeNo
B3bIXaJI X HE CJIBIIIAT CBOMX B3J0XOB; JOCTaBasl TadakK, Jesa
Manupockl ¥ Kypuws — U He 3aMedall 3Toro. MUMo Hero, COHHO
MOrPOMBIXHBAsI, TIpoexasa Tejera; mo Ookam Iocce, B HEBUIU-
MOM M0JIe APEMOTHO 3BEHEJIU PyUbH, OT/IBIXABIIIHUE B XOJOAKE OT
JTHEBHOM CHeITHOW paOOTHl, — OH HE BHUJIEN TeJIeTH, He CIIBIIIa
pyubeB. U korja oH BCTan U U3yMJIEHHO OIJISIHYJICS, HE 3Hasl, 3a-



YyeM [oMnaj Cloja, B €ro Iylle yKe COBepIIaiach Kakasa-ToO CJIOXK-
Hasl, 3araIoyHast padoTa, U CepAIly CTaJIO JIETKO U PaJOCTHO.

«dypak Cenbka, mapom uro Capenbuu!» — MogyMasn OH C
YCMeNIKoi, OOApo Iarasi K TOpojy Ha CBOMX HETHYIIUXCSl HO-
rax. OH BCIOMHWJI, KaK PbIAaJl CErOAHsI B €r0 pyKax OOJIbIIOn
CITIOKOWHBIH KOJIOKOJ ¥ B KJIOUbSI pa3Anpal FOIyOyo JaJlb CBOUM
IIPU3BIBHBIM CTPACTHBIM KJIMYEM — M TaK BECEJIO CHENATIOCh EMY,
YTO OH HE BBIAECPXKAJ U 3aCMESICS OIMHOKUM CYXUM CMEIIKOM,
CTPaHHO MPO3BYYABIIMM Cpear HOuH U noJiss. OHO OBUIO 3/1eCh;
OHO OBLJIO B HEM U BOKPYT HETO, a BCE, YTO OBUIO paHbIIe, — YIILIO
KyJa-TO, U €r0 HET, 1 O HEM HE HYKHO ymarb. 1 Tak cBemIo B
€ro roJjioBe, Kak B 1lepkBH Ha Ilacxy, koraa y Kaxaoro ropur B
PYyKax BOCKOBasl CBEYKa.

— dypax CeHpKa! — MOBTOpWII OH BCIYX U CHOBA 3aCMESJICS.

B cy660Ty MepkysioB 3BOHII B MOCTIeAHMI pa3 u, Koraa Ce-
MeH TMOYTH HACUJIbHO OTHSIJT y HEro BepeBKY, Obul OniefieH OT
YCTAJIOCTH U BOJIHEHUSI, U KOJIEHHU €r0 APOKaJIH.

— Tloromu, mocroi, — GECCMBICIEHHO MPOCHJI OH 3BOHaps,
OCTOPOXKHO JByMs NajIbLIaMU Kacasch ero mieda. — Eme Hano. A
pazok. [lotomy, emie Hazo.

3BOHAph MOJIYA, C HEOAOOPEHUEM OTTOJIKHYIT ero, U Mepky-
JIOB JKaIHBIMU IJIa3aMM IPOCTUIICS C KOJIOKOJIOM U yIuel. A B
BOCKPECEHbE YTPOM IPOCHYJICS PAAOCTHBI U OOAPBIA U JOJTO
OTKa3bIBAJICS IOHATH, YTO EMY HEKY/a U He3aueM uaru. Kak non-
IO IMyTeNIeCTBOBABIINIA YeJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOTo B IMyTH OBUIO MHO-
IO MPHUKJTIOYEHUH, OH C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM M MPHSI3HBIO pacCMaTpu-



BaJI KPUBBIE CTEHBI U YEPHBIN MOTOJIOK — M HE HAIlleJI B HUX, Yero
uckai. [lotom nomen B Ky3HHILY, TOTPOTa HAJIbIEM XOTOAHYIO
30Jy Ha TOpHE, 3a4€M-TO TUTIOHYJI ¥ C THTEPECOM PaccMaTpHUBa
TUIEBOK, CBEPHYBIIIMIACS IMIAPUKOM B MATKOM Tiervie. [lorom mo-
IIeJT U MoNpoOoBaT cToNo: oauH Kavyaiics. Tak 1iesnoe yTpo cio-
HSUJICSI OH U3 XaThl B KY3HHUILY; JOJITO XOIWJI 10 CBOEMY YaxJIo-
MY CajIMKy, Tjie OECITPUIOTHO TOPYAITH TOJble ¥ Kak OyaTo cyxue
NPYThsl MAJIMHBL, U Xomu1 Ha CTpesienKyo cMOTpeTh, Kak Jpa-
JICh U3-3a TAPMOHUU JIBE KOMITAHUY TbSHBIX CTPEJIBIIOB.

A B J1Ba 4aca, Korjia OT Oe3/1eJIbsi OH JIeT CIaTh, €ro pa3OyIu
’KEHCKHIA BU3T, ¥ TIepe]] UCITyTaHHBIMM IJIa3aMK BCTAJIO OKPOBAaB-
JIeHHOe U cTpariHoe o Mapeu. OHa 3ajipIxajiach, pBajia Ha
ceOe yke pa3opBaHHOE MYKeM ILIaThe U OECCMBICJIEHHO KPYKH-
JIach TIO XaTe, THIKasCh B yIIbl. KpHKy y Hee yxe He ObLIO, a TOJTb-
KO JTMKWH BH3T, B KOTOPOM TPYIHO OBLIO pa300paTh CIIOBA.

- On, youn!

MepKyJioB KPYKHJICSI BMECTe C Hed, HO He MOT' CXBAaTHUTh ee:
y Hee OblTa ymmosieHa rojioBa, OHa HIYEro He OHUMAJIa v B JTU-
KOM Y’Kace Iaparajach HOTTSIMU 1 BbuUIa. JIeBbIii I71a3 y Hee ObLT
BBIOUT KaOJIyKOM.

K Beuepy MepkyioB ObLI MbsiH, OApacs ¢ 3sTeM Tapackoi,
M UX 00OMX OTIIPABUJIM B y4acTOK. Tam ux Opocrii Ha acaib-
TOBBIH TPSI3HBIN 110J1, 1 OHU 3CHYJIH ITbSTHBIM MEPTBEIIKUM CHOM,
PSIIOM, KaK JIpY3bsi; ¥ BO CHE OHU CKPHIIEIH 3y0aMu 1 00/1aBaITH!
APYT JIpyra rOpsiuuM JbIXaHUEM U 3araxoM Meperopesion BOIKH.
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